
The Chautauquan Daily, official newspaper of Chautauqua Institution, seeks 
news design interns for the 2016 summer season. The internship runs from 
June 14 to Aug. 26. 

Four design interns will be hired. Working together, they will be 
responsible for designing a 12- to 28-page broadsheet newspaper six 
days per week for nine weeks, including all front pages and section 
fronts. Workdays are Sunday through Friday for publication dates Monday 
through Saturday, from June 25 to Aug. 27. 

Design interns will paginate pages in InDesign, placing ads and creating 
well-designed pages from content generated by the Daily’s reporting and 
photography staff. Creativity and collaboration are strongly encouraged, as 
are special projects such as illustrations and infographics, independently or 
together with others on staff.

Design interns may do some logo development and in-house ad design. 
Candidates should be proficient in InDesign, Photoshop and newspaper or 
page design. Knowledge of AP style and general writing skills are helpful.

Design interns receive a stipend and live in pre-arranged housing on or 
near the Chautauqua Institution grounds. Financial assistance for housing is 
provided.    

For more information, contact editor Jordan Steves at 716-357-6434 
or jsteves@ciweb.org. To apply, send a resume, the names of at least 
three references and samples of your work to the email above or to 
Jordan Steves, The Chautauquan Daily, Chautauqua Institution,  
PO Box 28, Chautauqua, NY 14722.
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Staff Writers

Millions of immigrants have traveled across an ocean 
to America. Chautauquans only have to head to the 
Amphitheater to hear their stories.

The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra and Chautauqua 
Theater Company come together at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the 
Amphitheater to perform Peter Boyer’s Ellis Island: The Dream 
of America, a musical exploration of American immigration. 

Concertmaster Brian Reagin will open the concert with 
the violin solo from “Theme from ‘Schindler’s List.’ ” The 
CSO will also perform The Firebird suite, a piece Music Di-
rector Rossen Milanov said serves as a fl ashy and familiar 
bridge between the program’s opener and closer.

Situated in New York Harbor, Ellis Island served as the 
doorway for millions of immigrants into the United States 
between 1892 until 1954. Boats arriving from Europe and 
abroad deposited immigrants on the island for processing 
and admission to New York proper.

Boyer’s work comprises images and oral histories com-
piled from the archives of the Ellis Island Immigration Mu-
seum. Images of actual Ellis Island immigrants will be pro-
jected during the piece’s prologue and epilogue while CTC 
actors read their words over the symphony accompaniment 
throughout. The immigrants’ accounts capture the legacy of 
immigration in the United States and serve as a timely bal-
ance to conversations on contemporary immigration. Ac-
cording to Deborah Sunya Moore, associate director of pro-
gramming, this reality made tonight’s program a no-brainer.

BRUCE WALTON
Staff Writer

America is known as the 
land of opportunity, but the 
land of the free doesn’t usu-
ally come free to many.

Alberto Gonzales, 80th 
U.S. attorney general and 
fi rst Latino to hold the posi-
tion, will give the morning 
lecture at 10:45 a.m. today 
in the Amphitheater on the 
problems of immigration for 
America and a new alterna-

tive policy he’s proposed.
To Gonzales, his time as at-

torney general proved to be a 
good experience, and he now 
serves the dean and distin-
guished law professor at Bel-
mont University. While serving 
as attorney general, Gonzales 
said he faced many issues on 
immigration. During President 
George W. Bush’s second term, 
Gonzales said, the adminis-
tration focused on immigra-
tion but could not make much 
progress during that time with 

a divided Congress.
“Obviously, given the fact 

I’m from a border state, and 
[was] the Secretary of State of 
Texas, I’ve dealt with border 
issues with Mexico,” he said. 
“This is something I’ve been 
dealing with and familiar 
with for many, many years. 
I’ve dealt with it as attorney 
general, and I am still very in-
terested in this issue.”

In a collaboration with Da-
vid Strange, a Texan lawyer, 
Gonzales wrote the book, A 

Conservative and Compassionate 
Approach to Immigration Reform. 
In it, Gonzales and Strange 
posit the current national im-
migration policy as inadequate.

The book’s proposals — fo-
cused on reforming the federal 
immigration laws, including 
common-sense border control, 
tougher workplace enforce-
ment, and a revised visa pro-
cess — could make a big diff er-
ence in immigration.

For the most part, Gonza-
les said, he’s gotten positive 

feedback. But there have been 
big criticisms as well.

“There’s something for 
everyone to hate in the book 
because everyone who has 
an equity in this discussion 
is going to have to give up 
something,” Gonzales said. 
“This is going to require some 
serious compromise by ev-
eryone. No one’s going to get 
everything they want, and 
that’s just the way it is.”

CELEBRATING AMERICA’S GATEWAY

Former U.S. attorney general Gonzales to speak on immigration reform proposal

ALEXANDRA GREENWALD
Staff Writer

This week’s speakers 
have addressed the topic of 
immigration from an outsid-
er’s point of view, but just as 
she encourages her students 
to do, Jin Young Choi will 
bring a personal perspective 
to the podium.

“I’m a biblical scholar, not 
an expert in immigration, so 
I’d like to provide my per-
sonal experience as an Asian 
woman who is in transition 
from resident alien to per-
manent resident,” Choi said. 
“So I am not an immigrant 
yet, but it might be helpful 
to share what frustrations, 
struggles and hopes to be 
an insider in this society [I 
have had.]”

Choi, assistant 
professor of New 
Testament and 
Christian origins 
at Colgate Roches-
ter Crozer Divinity 
School, will give a 
lecture titled “Moth-
er Tongue is My Ref-
uge” at 2 p.m. today 
in the Hall of Philosophy.

A native of South Korea, 
Choi said while she has been 
challenged by teaching texts 
written in ancient languages 
to English-speaking stu-
dents, she tries to think be-
yond the words on the page.

“Reading and writing are 
not all about language, but 
perspectives, ideas and ex-
periences,” she said. “When 
you read the Bible, from 
what perspective you read 

and what social loca-
tion you read is more 
important [than 
the words]. Other-
wise, we don’t have 
to read the Bible. In 
my teaching, I en-
courage students to 
recognize their own 
social location. From 

that position they realize 
their reading is particular, 
not universal, and then they 
can respect other’s interpre-
tations as well.”

Choi said she hopes to 
introduce her audience at 
Chautauqua Institution to 
the necessity of learning 
others’ interpretations by 
sharing her own “social lo-
cation.”

Biblical scholar Choi to consider 
importance of perspective in society

KARA TAYLOR
Staff Writer

In a world full of crime 
and war, one might ask, 
“Where is the love?” 

The answer comes with 
Chautauqua Opera Com-
pany’s Young Artists’ theme 
“Make Love Not War” at 
4:15 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Christ. The singers will 
lay their hearts on the line 
through traditional sere-
nades in the third Artsongs 
in the Afternoon recital of 
the season.

Soprano Aubry Ballarò-
Hagadorn will open the 
show with pieces by Gio-
achino Rossini and Gi-
useppe Verdi, which were 
carefully selected and orga-
nized to create a mini story 

line that supports the theme.
“In particular, my fi rst 

set, which is in Italian, is re-
ally fun because it is not a set 
by just one composer,” Bal-
larò-Hagadorn said. “This 
set veers more toward the 
love portion of our theme.”

Ballarò-Hagadorn said 
the Rossini pieces are ro-
mantic and wonderful. The 
fi rst of the set is Rossini’s 
“La pastorella delle Alpi” rep-
resents a “Here I am, I know 
you love me” approach. 
The second piece “Teneste la 
Promessa” from Verdi’s “Ser-
ate musicali Stornello” tells 
the story of a man doubting 
his woman’s love.

“She tells him, ‘Even as a 
joke, I wouldn’t say I don’t 
love you,’ and then at the end 
he breaks things off ,” she 

said. “She then adopts the at-
titude, ‘If you don’t love me, I 
don’t love you either.’ ”

Following Ballarò-Haga-
dorn’s opening, tenor Sean 
Christensen will take the 
stage to perform a set by 
composer Francesco Paolo 
Tosti.

“The songs in this set are 
all serenades. It’s all about 
wooing his lady love, but 
it’s not exactly successful,” 
Tosti said. “The fi rst song 
‘L’Ultima Canzone’ is a ser-
enade, and I am outside of 
her window singing to the 
woman I love. But she is get-
ting married the next day.”

The second song “Ideale” 
is straightforward and has 
a humorous tone, he said. 

Young Artists invite audience to 
come feel the love at Artsongs recital

CSO, CTC collaboration on Boyer’s ‘Ellis Island’ 
adds artistic element to Week Three theme 
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While English is the official lan-
guage in 83 countries and spoken in 
105 other countries, there many more 
people who don’t speak it — and they 
might not want to either. When words 
and meanings get lost in translation, 
it can be a funny and dangerous af-
fair.

Chautauqua Theater Company’s 
first New Play Workshop of the sea-
son, The Engine of Our Ruin, will 
demonstrate such a communication 
breakdown at 4 p.m. today and 2:15 
p.m. Saturday in Bratton Theater. 

Jason Wells’ political comedy was 
an easy pick for director Ethan Mc-
Sweeny, CTC’s resident director. 

“I remember reading it and laugh-
ing out loud to myself,” he said. “Ja-
son has written it very accurately and 
authentically.”

The play deals with language and 
miscommunication with hints of po-
litical upheavals. The misinformation 
and misunderstandings unravel as a 

routine trade agreement almost leads 
into the beginnings of a declaration 
of war.

“The mistranslations in the play 
are wonderful,” McSweeny said. “We 
are listening to two conversations, in 
two different languages, all in Eng-
lish and with someone translating.”

Wells is originally from St. Louis 
and is a Chicago-based actor with 
numerous stage, film and television 
credits.

“Because I was an actor, I under-
stand the importance of dialogues 
and love writing easy, deliverable 
ones and try not to write literature for 
my actors to read,” Wells said.

Guest artist Ronald Obarch will 
take the stage to play Boris, one of the 
diplomatic figures. 

“Boris is a political animal. He 
is brilliantly sarcastic and ironic,” 
Obarch said. “I am excited at the op-
portunity to play someone who is ut-
terly unapologetic, carves people up 
just to crush them without giving it a 
second thought.”

he audience 
in the Amphithe-

ater tonight shouldn’t be sur-
prised to hear songs in as many 
as 20 different languages. Tak-
ing the stage at 8:15 p.m., Pink 
Martini is a musical group that 
combines elements of classical, 
jazz, pop and world music into 
its 15-member “little orchestra.”

Fronted by Thomas Lau-
derdale and China Forbes, the 
group formed more than 20 
years ago when Lauderdale was 
working on political campaigns 
in Portland, Oregon, and found 
the music at political fundrais-

ers underwhelming and dull. 
He called up Forbes, his former 
classmate at Harvard Univer-
sity, and asked her to join his 
new musical group, originally 
designed to play at political 
fundraisers.

Forbes, the lead singer for 
the group, said Pink Martini 
crossed languages, cultures, 
genres and even decades right 
from its founding.

“Thomas had a real love of 
film, music and songs in other 

l a n g u a g e s , 
so on our first 

record there’s 
Spanish, French, 

Japanese and Greek, 
and we sort of evolved from 

there,” she said. “It definitely 
was the vision right away: to be 
global, expansive, inclusive — 
not too inwardly focused, but 
looking at other cultures and 
singing in other languages.”

Since its founding, the 
group’s music has evolved, ma-
tured and expanded, Forbes 
said, from playing primarily 
cover songs at fundraisers and 
rallies to writing and perform-
ing original songs all over the 
world.

Goldin to talk history, 
impacts of migration
miranda willson
Staff Writer

After hearing politicians 
in the United States and Eu-
rope blame immigrants for 
economic and social prob-
lems, Ian Goldin decided 
to write a book about the 
positive impacts of 
immigration, using 
economics to back 
his arguments. 

Goldin, the di-
rector of the Oxford 
Martin School at 
the University of 
Oxford and a for-
mer vice president 
of the World Bank, 
will speak at 10:45 a.m. today 
in the Amphitheater on the 
topic of migration, drawing 
from his 2011 book Excep-
tional People: How Migration 
Shaped Our World and Will 
Define Our Future.

Goldin will discuss the 
many aspects of migration, 
including immigration and 
emigration. He will address 
how migration impacts the 
receiving and sending coun-
tries and communities, how 
it shapes the national and 
the global economy, and 
how it has evolved over time.

Much of Goldin’s book 
outlines the positive ben-

efits that immigration 
provides for developed 
countries. Goldin said he 
believes immigration has 
become a highly political 
issue in developed coun-
tries — especially now as 
many countries struggle to 
recover from the financial 

crisis of 2007-2008. 
“Particularly in 

times of economic 
crisis, people are 
looking for someone 
to blame for high 
levels of unemploy-
ment, for difficulties 
in their lives, and 
blaming foreign-
ers is a very easy 

thing for politicians to do,” 
he said. “And it’s a natural 
thing for us to do as citizens. 
Some politicians have really 
played into this.”

Despite regularly facing 
low wages and discrimina-
tion, Goldin believes immi-
grants coming to the U.S. 
and other developed coun-
tries are generally made 
better off than they were in 
their home countries.

“I think the evidence 
for that is the fact that they 
do it and that more people 
want to do it,” he said.

miranda  
willson
Staff Writer
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alexandra Greenwald
Staff Writer

A person doesn’t have 
to be an immigrant to be a 
stranger in a strange land.

Director of 
Religion Rob-
ert Franklin, Gail 
Christopher and 
Heather McGhee 
will discuss the 
many factors that 
lead to “otherness” 
in America at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of 
Philosophy. 

Franklin said 
that the week’s 
theme is encap-
sulated by a book 
written by Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

“Dr. King’s last 
book was titled 
Where Do We Go 
From Here: Chaos or Commu-
nity?” Franklin said. “For 
me, that sets the tone in 
terms of being a stranger in 
a strange land, wondering if 
you are welcome, wonder-
ing if you will be embraced, 
wondering and waiting for 
someone who is here to offer 
that welcome.”

For Christopher, vice pres-
ident for policy and senior 
advisor at the W. K. Kellogg 
Foundation, the wait for that 
welcome is something all 

Americans can be vulnerable 
to as their circumstances and 
those of the country shift.

“I think America has an 
ethos that is grounded in a 

mythology of a hi-
erarchy of human 
value based on phys-
ical characteristics 
and geography,” she 
said. “We don’t have 
a fundamental value 
or principal that sees 
us all as equal hu-
man beings [that] 
therefore should 
have equal access to 
opportunity. 

“The fundamen-
tal need that we have 
as human beings is 
to belong and to be 
perceived as belong-
ing. We have far too 
much permission in 
this country to create 

an other, and to exclude the 
perceived other.”

Christopher’s work at 
Kellogg includes a leader-
ship role in the founda-
tion’s America Healing 
initiative, which works to 
provide food, health, well-
being and civic engage-
ment for underprivileged 
persons in the United 
States. She said this work 
is largely focused on racial 
equity and healing.

First 2015 CTC New Play Workshop 
‘Engine’ crosses politics, language

See strangers, Page 4
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I remember reading it and 
laughing out loud to myself. 
Jason has written it very 
accurately and authentically.”

—ethAn McsWeeny
Resident director, Chautauqua Theater Company

Pink Martini brings tiMeless, culture-crossing M
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archivist schmitz to discuss diplomatic history of immigration at Chautauqua, Page 3

“I just started making 
music,” she said. “I didn’t wait 
for someone to come and give 
me permission, or for a label to 
come and make me a record, or 
for an American Idol audition. 
It doesn’t really work like that.”

Diable and her band, the 
City, will perform at 8:15 p.m. 
tonight in the Amphitheater, 
playing a combination of 
“Americana, soul and rock ‘n’ 
roll,” she said.

Diable primarily focuses 
on songwriting in her music. 
She writes all the songs for 
her four-piece band, which is 
infl uenced by many genres and 
performers such as The Roll-
ing Stones, Sam Cooke, Nina 
Simone and Neil Young.

“The City has been around 
for a couple of years now,” she 
said. “The concept of the word 
‘city’ is that it’s inclusive. It’s 
about connecting people and 
creating a sense of community.”

Nowosielski, Lutz refl ect on fi rst season as Chautauqua Fund chairs, Page 3

Sailboats catch a breeze on Chautauqua Lake earlier this summer. SAALIK KHAN | Staff Photographer
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Livable community, 
healthy community
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speaks Thursday morning in the 
Amphitheater
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ABE KENMORE
Staff Writer

The United States is 
one giant pothole, said 
former U.S. Secretary 
of Transportation Ray 
LaHood, and Congress 
does not care.

At 10:45 a.m. today 
in the Amphitheater, 
LaHood will deliver 
the fi nal lecture of 
the season, discuss-
ing transportation and how to build more 
livable communities. While transportation 
drives economies, LaHood said there is cur-
rently little political will behind the upkeep 
of America’s infrastructure — let alone ex-
ploring new initiatives.

“Unfortunately,  Congress passed a multi-
year transportation bill, and so they are 
operating under a two-year bill that’s been 
extended with very inadequate funding,” 
LaHood said. “In the Senate they’ve had a 
six-year transportation bill, but only funded 
three years of it.”

A former Republican congressional rep-
resentative from Illinois, LaHood tried to 
implement his policies for more livable com-
munities during his tenure as head of the 
Department of Transportation.

“I’m going to talk in great detail about what 
we did all over America, with respect to mass 
transit, transit, light rail, street cars, walk-
ing and biking paths,” LaHood said. “We’ve 
made a lot of progress thanks to the mayors 
and county offi  cials and governors that really 
wanted to do innovative approaches.”

ALEXANDRA GREENWALD
Staff Writer

When the Rev. Michael McBride 
was physically and sexually assault-
ed by a police offi  cer as a college stu-
dent in 1999, he knew he wasn’t the 
only member of his congregation to 
have a similar experience.

“[It] became very clear to me as 
I was going through this that there 
were many more individuals in my 

congregation that went through this 
same experience, but they did not 
see the church community as a place 
to go to get support,” McBride said. 
“It made it into a challenge: What 
is it about how we are engaging in 
spiritual formation where people 
are not able to address some of the 
most important parts of their lives?”

McBride, director of the Lifelines 
to Healing Campaign, will give a 
lecture titled “Unleashing the Power 

of Faith to Live Free” at 2 p.m. today 
in the Hall of Philosophy. 

The challenge presented to Mc-
Bride after his experience with the 
police has informed his work at 
Lifelines to Healing, a nonprofi t that 
seeks to eliminate the criminaliza-
tion and exclusion of people of color 
and dismantle the systems of white 
supremacy, racism and dehuman-
ization, McBride said. 

Trains, planes and 
livable communities: 
LaHood to speak on 
infrastructure issues

McBride to discuss ending violence, racism in communities

K ristin Diable did not have the 
patience to “be discovered”; 
instead, the singer, songwriter and 
musician threw herself into the 

music world when she was a teenager.

LaHOOD

McBRIDE

GEORGE COOPER
Staff Writer

Since 2006, fi ve Chautauqua Giants have 
been named at the end of each season. 

Their reveal, which will commence at 3:30 
p.m. today in the Hall of Christ, is part of the 
Oliver Archives Heritage Lecture Series cel-
ebration. Chautauqua archivist and historian 
Jon Schmitz coordinates the event, selecting a 
season’s giants from a pool of community sug-
gestions.

Among the giants celebrated in previous 
years are Arthur Bestor, Sam Hazlett and Ida 
Tarbell; Ross Mackenzie, Alfreda Irwin, and 
William Rainey Harper; Elizabeth Lenna, 
Maritza Morgan and Winnie Llewellyn.

Newest ‘Giants of 
Chautauqua’ to 
be unveiled today

“I just started making 
music,” she said. “I didn’t wait 
for someone to come and give 
me permission, or for a label to 
come and make me a record, or 
for an American Idol audition. 
It doesn’t really work like that.”

Diable and her band, the 
City, will perform at 8:15 p.m. 
tonight in the Amphitheater, 
playing a combination of 
“Americana, soul and rock ‘n’ 
roll,” she said.

Diable primarily focuses 
on songwriting in her music. 
She writes all the songs for 
her four-piece band, which is 
infl uenced by many genres and 
performers such as The Roll-
ing Stones, Sam Cooke, Nina 
Simone and Neil Young.

“The City has been around 
for a couple of years now,” she 
said. “The concept of the word 
‘city’ is that it’s inclusive. It’s 
about connecting people and 
creating a sense of community.”

See DIABLE, Page 4

K ristin Diable did not have the 
patience to “be discovered”; Kpatience to “be discovered”; K instead, the singer, songwriter and 
musician threw herself into the 

music world when she was a teenager.

New Orleans’ Kristin Diable 
and the City bring their own 
mythologies to Amp tonight

BIG EASY L ISTEN ING

MIRANDA WILLSON | Staff Writer
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great american fun
CLSC Alumni Association event supports scholarship fund

ruby wallau  |  Staff Photographer

Clockwise from the top, Caroline Kilpatrick, 4, eats watermelon during the Great American Picnic, sponsored by the CLSC Alumni Association, on the front lawn of Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall on 
July 19; Pete Bumsted and Tony Muir cook hot dogs for the Great American Picnic; picnic-goers consume approximately 750 hotdogs during the event; picnic-goers eat on the front lawn of Alumni Hall; 
Michael Sammarco, 6, swings the hammer at the Strong Man game; Kathy Richardson browses the book sale; “Fantasy Chair,” one of the pieces featured in the silent auction. 

The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle Alumni Association held its annual Great American Picnic last Sunday on the lawn 
of the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. The event featured a live brass band, a silent auction, games, a book sale, and food, 

particularly hot dogs — lots and lots of hot dogs. The picnic is the CLSC Alumni Association’s biggest fundraising event, with 80 
percent of the proceeds going to sponsor two local high school students from Chautauqua County. These students are invited to 

the Institution grounds to take writing courses, attend lectures and meet authors.
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At top, Chautauqua School of Dance students perform during Olio #1: Young Girls in the Meadow during Carmina Burana Saturday in the Amphitheater. Above left, Charlotte Ballet’s Sarah Hayes Harkins 
dances in “Veris Leta Facies—The Merry Face of Spring.” Above right, soprano Leah Wietig sings among members of the Pittsburgh Youth Chorus.  

REVIEWS

‘Carmina Burana’ exhibits 
Chautauqua’s good fortune

Carl Orff knew that he had written 
his masterpiece in Carmina Burana 
and told his publisher to discard 
all of his earlier works. However, as 

the contemporary of such composers as post-
Romantic Richard Strauss, modernist Charles 
Ives, Impressionist Claude Debussy and 20th-
century icon Igor Stravinsky, he didn’t know 
that this work would surpass them in popu-
larity and morph into a trendy cult favorite.

In other words, if you produce it, they 
will come.

There was definitely a buzz of anticipa-
tion in a packed Amphitheater Satruday 
night for the last program in Chautauqua’s 
three-year inter-arts collaboration initiative, 
the others being The Romeo & Juliet Project 
and last year’s Go West! Unlike those two, 

Carmina was, in part, a repeat from its 1992 
premiere and subsequent encore in 1999.

The original infrastructure was still there 
— 24 songs gleaned from 250 poems writ-
ten by 13th-century monks, the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra (this time directed 
by guest conductor Timothy Muffitt), Don 
Kimes’ mural (stretched across the stage, but 
mostly hidden by the orchestra members in 
front of it), Jean-Pierre Bonnefoux’s choreog-
raphy and Marty Merkley’s direction (cer-
tainly a major part of the Chautauqua vice 
president’s continuing swan song here).

But this tale of love, lust, sloth, sorrow 
and gluttony was altered with the addition 
of medieval art and a range of flora, all splen-
didly projected by designer Christopher Ash 
on the ceiling — a first at Chautauqua. 

See VRANISH, Page B2

‘A feat of spectacle’ ‘Orff would have loved it’

Oh, the early musicians. They are 
the nerds, outliers and Comic-
Con goers of the classical music 
world, dedicated to preserving 

the art of playing ancient instruments with 
funny sounding names like shawms, vi-
elles and sackbuts. And yet, add a troupe 
of these dedicated artists to any otherwise 
traditional classical music performance 
and, like merry wandering minstrels, they 
bring the concert to life.

Carmina Burana, this year’s inter-arts col-
laboration, was very much enlivened by 10 
early-music specialists (generally defined 
as people who focus of on the music and 
instruments of late Middle Ages, Renais-
sance and early Baroque eras). They were 
the smallest of eight arts groups who par-

ticipated in Carmina on Saturday night, but 
perhaps the most integral ensemble, pro-
viding musical segues and entertaining 
monologues between composer Carl Orff’s 
massive chorales and showstopper arias, 
which allowed various other dancers and 
singers to smoothly sneak on and off stage.

The only problems with making the early 
music ensemble quite so integral to the per-
formance — and sadly there were problems 
— are that replicas of ancient instruments 
can scarcely project in any outdoor setting, 
much less the 4,000-seat Amphitheater, and 
there weren’t enough mobile microphones 
to go around. Credit the audience with si-
lently paying rapt attention, but a lone for-
tissimo chirper of a cicada up at Bestor Pla-
za could compete with a solo recorder. 

See RITZEL, Page B2

Rebecca Ritzel | Guest Critic Jane VRanish | Guest Critic
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On June 24, 1964 in Chautauqua, Bill In-
gram had made a bet with his two other 
brothers: Whomever was the fi rst to pick 
up a girl at the College Club mixer could 

have free rein of their mother’s car for the night. Ear-
lier that same day, Joan Bailey had just fi nished her 
shift at the Athenaeum Hotel and was planning on 
spending the night out with her coworkers.  

“I was at Chautauqua to work in the Athenaeum 
as a waitress, and a bunch of girls said, ‘The College 
Club is open this evening. Why don’t we go along?’ ” 
Joan said. “So I went along to the College Club — it 
had been the fi rst time I had been.”

Bill noticed Joan at the mixer. As Bill said, it was 
“nearly love at fi rst sight.”

But Joan described Bill as rather skinny and not so 
tall (but with beautiful hands); there was nothing in 
particular that stuck out about him.

“Aside from his nose?” Joan said. “No, he was a 
generally a nice person, easy to talk to [with] lots of 
opinions [and] lots of ideas. He’s a great talker, and I’m not a great talker — I’m 
a better listener — so that worked out well. Maybe [it was love] at fourth or 
fi fth or sixth sight. I was only 18 at the time, and it’s easy to fall in love when 
you’re 18, and you really go in the deep end when you’re that young.”

Bill approached Joan, but didn’t carry the characteristics of the physically 
awkward teenager she described as he approached her.  

“I danced with a couple of girls and danced with Joan,” Bill said. “It was a 
straightforward pickup. We were talking, and we found out we had enough 
mutual interest that we thought about going out for a drink at Smokey Joe’s 
in Mayville. As I had a car available to me, and I had beaten my brothers to 
the draw as it were, off  Joan and I went to Joe’s, and we haven’t looked back.”

After summers spent working and spending time among their coworkers 
and colleagues in Chautauqua (“Dating in the 1960s in Chautauqua wasn’t 
what you did,” Bill said. “You ran in packs with your friends.”), Bill eventually 
proposed to Joan at a food hangout near the University of Pennsylvania. 

“And on Sunday we went to the Greasy Greek down the street, and I think 
I said something like, ‘Let’s get married,’ ” Bill said. “[And she said], ‘Oh, OK.’ 
That was the long and short of it. I’m not a romantic to start with, so it’s not 
that big a part of [our relationship]. We’re not lovey-dovey. If I were to hold her 
hand, she would wonder what I was up to.”

Yet, Bill struggles to grasp at words to describe how their relationship has 
formed, his eyes misting with emotion at certain moments when he knew, 
almost certainly, that he would not lose sight of Joan no matter the circum-
stances. 

Bill, who did not produce an engagement ring when he proposed, married 
Joan two-and-a-half months later at the Western Reserve Academy Chapel in 
Hudson, Ohio.

“It was quick,” Joan said. “I went over to Cleveland to help my mother with 
some of the arrangements, and very close to the day we were talking about the 
cake — we did all that traditional stuff . My mother, my father and I were all 

talking about how big the cake would be and what 
it would look like, and my mother said, ‘Well, what 
should we put on top of the cake?’ And my father 
said, ‘A statue of the Virgin Mary.’ ”

Bill and Joan would have their fi rst child 17 years 
after they were married, and two more after that.  

After nearly 50 years of marriage, Bill and Joan 
still return to Chautauqua, a place that they say 
has helped foster their relationship.

“[It’s an] informal atmosphere, where there’s no 
structure as such to things that you do,” Bill said. 
“It’s easygoing and you’re continuously together for 
the full season.”

Bill and Joan, who both have shared interests in 
jazz music — especially Lambert, Hendricks and 
Ross — and sailing, both describe their marriage as a 
“mutual respect,” evidenced by their bluntness with 
each other and the way they describe each other.

“I would say my mother pinned it when she said, 
‘She’s very, very proud,’ ” Bill said. “She’s very proud 

and determined in her views. Intellectually, she will yield if you fi nally prove 
her inextricably to bring her around to your argument.”

The two attend lectures and musical events on a daily basis while at Chau-
tauqua and discuss the content and their personal reactions to them. Their 
relationship is void of rift, even when they get heated in a debate, which, in 
recent times, has tended to gravitate toward climate change.

“I think this is an everyday occurrence,” Bill said. “There’s nothing special 
about it. I say one thing, she says another, and then I’ll say, ‘I’ll demonstrate 
it.’ [I’ll] bring in the proof, and sometimes she’ll accept it and sometimes not.”

The two used to have disagreements on the high seas as sailors, either near 
their home in a small village north of London or in Chautauqua. That, though, 
was eventually resolved.

“We started sailing together. He was the helm, and I was the crew,” Joan 
said. “I was way too small, and we ever had disagreements, it was on the water 
about which way to go. That’s why we decided to get two boats instead of one. 
On our 25th anniversary, I wrote him a poem, and the conclusion of the poem 
was looking forward to the next 25 years, and it said something like, ‘And we 
need to get another boat.’ ”

Like rising tides, confl ict has come and gone. Bill and Joan will celebrate 
their anniversary in mid-November and plan on returning to Chautauqua 
next summer. Like Chautauqua, there is something in their love that surpass-
es description.

“It’s an extremely pleasant relationship, but you can’t put your fi nger on 
anything particular to describe it,” Joan said. “It’s complicated, but very satis-
fying, rewarding, supporting — all of those things.”

Daily multimedia editor Caitie McMekin produced a video supplement to this 
story. View it at our website, chqdaily.com.

Reporters’ Note: This is the fi rst in a four-part series about individuals who have found love on the grounds of Chautauqua Institution. 
The idyllic setting of Chautauqua Lake and the quaint streets with generations of tradition paints the perfect background for love, 

young and old. We aimed to bring together stories of love that were fostered by nights spent in the College Club, performances 
in the Amphitheater, evenings on porches and walks on the dock — love fostered by the mix and magic of Chautauqua.

F I R S T  I N  A  F O U R - P A R T  S E R I E S
Words by Colin Hanner & Video by Caitie McMekin

The Ingrams’ love story

‘Nearly love at first sight’

DESIGNED BY | BRIANNA SCHROER
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O N E  L A S T  Q U E S T I O N  F O R  T H E  2 0 1 5  C L S C  AU T H O R S :

CH A N G ED  YO U R  L I FE?
ast year, I asked 
every Chautauqua 
and Literary Scien-
tifi c Circle author I 
interviewed what 

book they would want with them if 
they were on a desert island. I was 
fascinated by the responses, and 
so I decided to ask every CLSC 
author this year a different ques-
tion: What book changed their life?

As someone who aspires to be an English 
professor — and someone who reads a 
lot — I’m always interested in knowing what 
other people are reading. That curiosity inten-
sifi es when said people are famous authors.

The answers I received were thought-
ful, simple and sometimes revelatory. It’s 
interesting to see how one book can shape 
a person’s path in life.

It’s a hefty list, both in terms of page 
counts and in terms of topics and genres 
represented. Consider it recommended 
reading for the off-season. Here’s what the 
authors had to say:

ROBERT PINSKY
Author of The Sounds of Poetry

English Renaissance Poetry: A Collection of Shorter Poems 
from Skelton to Jonson by John Williams

“He took these poems written at the very beginning of 
modern English — not just by William Shakespeare, but 
poets like Fulke Greville, George Gascoigne — and he 
presents them in a way that opened up to me the range of 
possibilities and the musical variety of writing in English,” 
Pinsky said.

GILBERT KING
Author of Devil in the Grove: Thurgood Marshall, 
the Groveland Boys and the Dawn of a New America

Papillon by Henri Charrière

“It’s a funny answer, and it probably doesn’t make a lot 
of sense, but as a young man I read a book called Papillon,” 
King said. “And I was probably too young to read it. But it’s 
the story of this big prison escape and a wrongly accused 
man escaping from Devil’s Island.”

King said the injustice of Charrière’s situation weighed 
on him heavily.

“I just felt like there was an adventure and drama that 
you could use in order to tell a story about injustice. And 
I think that stayed with me for a very long time. It’s a very 
simple book, but it just had an effect on me. It reached me 
deep inside and made me realize that drama was a great 
way to bring about stories of injustice.”

JON KRAKAUER
Author of Missoula: Rape and the Justice 
System in a College Town

Dear Thief by Samantha Harvey and 
For the Time Being by Annie Dillard

Krakauer had two choices: one he said that touched 
him recently and one that’s a career-long infl uence. He said 
he has a shelf above his desk with the 20 or so books “that 
are the touchstones” of his reading life.

“A book that I recently read — and I can’t even tell you 
why it changed my life — but it’s one of the few books 
that I started rereading immediately after I fi nished it — 
was Dear Thief by Samantha Harvey, a British novelist,” 
Krakauer said. “It’s just a pretty simple novel, on the face of 
it. It doesn’t sound profound. But it’s just beautifully written, 
and it speaks to the human condition. It turns out, as I 
realized halfway through it, that it was inspired by a Leonard 
Cohen song that I love called ‘Famous Blue Raincoat.’ ”

His other choice was one that he said has stuck with 
him for a long time.

“I really like Annie Dillard,” Krakauer said. “She wrote a 
book called For the Time Being. That’s one of the books 
that’s probably had the largest effects on my life. I’m sure 
it’s had a large effect.”

ALICE McDERMOTT 
Author of Someone

The Short Stories of Vladimir Nabokov 
by Vladimir Nabokov

“Oh, my gosh,” McDermott said. “It’s hard to say just 
one. But I would have to say — because I think I’ve said it 
before — the fi rst time I read The Short Stories of Vladimir 
Nabokov, I had a very clear sense when reading those that I 
wanted to be a writer.”

McDermott said she can remember exactly where she 
was and why she was reading Nabokov, and that she “just 
fell in love with his sentences.”

“And I just thought, ‘I will never be able to write that well, 
but if I spent my whole life trying to write that well, it would 
be worthwhile,’ ” McDermott said.

ANNE FADIMAN
Presenter of The Opposite of Loneliness

Encounters with the Archdruid by John McPhee

Fadiman’s choice was one she discovered when 
she was a freshman in college. She read McPhee’s 
work as a series in The New Yorker, and found a kin-
dred spirit in someone who wrote about the outdoors 
in a profound way.

“This book made me think, ‘This is what I want 
to do with my life,’ ” Fadiman said. “I imagined that 
somehow I could spend my life writing about nature 
and the outdoors, and I have done that and written 
about plenty of other stuff as well. But the kind of 
literary journalism that John McPhee did — I didn’t 
know it existed as a genre. I never read anything like 
that for an English class in high school. That’s not what 
we were assigned. And my jaw dropped. I realized that 
it was possible, and that this was what I wanted to do 
with my life. I’ve been fortunate enough to be able to 
do that. Of course, not anywhere near on the level of 
John McPhee.”

PHIL KLAY, 
Author of Chautauqua Prize winner Redeployment

Silence by Shusaku Endo

Klay’s answer was short and sweet.
“It’s a wonderful Japanese novel,” Klay said. “It’s a 

really profound, painful kind of book.”

EMILY ST. JOHN MANDEL 
Author of Station Eleven

The English Patient by Michael Ondaatje

Mandel’s choice ended up being a book that was 
part of the CLSC in 1994, something she was previ-
ously unaware of.

“That’s a great question — that’s what I say when 
I’m stalling for an answer,” Mandel said. “I think I can 
maybe say The English Patient by Michael Ondaatje. I 
read that book when I was 14, and it was one of those 
books where I felt like that was the book — I can’t say 
that there was any one book that specifi cally made 
me a writer — but that was the book that showed me 
what prose could be. He’s just a master stylist. I found 
that book to be absolutely gorgeous. And I still think 
about it all the time, even though I read it so long ago. 
So I think I have to point to that one.”

ERIK LARSON 
Author of Dead Wake: 
The Last Crossing of the Lusitania

In Our Time by Ernest Hemingway

“I really feel that, in that collection of short stories, 
it not only touched something in my life as a young 
man, but in a more concrete and relative basis, it 
really taught me to write,” Larson said. “It taught me 
how important it was or how valuable it could be to 
strip your prose of adjectives and adverbs and try to 
convey things without telling. That’s what Hemingway 
was really the master at — conveying themes and 
ideas without actually telling you.”

HÉCTOR TOBAR
Author of Deep Down Dark: The Untold Stories 
of 33 Men Buried in a Chilean Mine, 
and the Miracle That Set Them Free

Native Son by Richard Wright

“I have to say the fi rst book that always comes 
to mind when I think about that question is Rich-
ard Wright’s novel Native Son, which I read when I 
was a teenager in college,” Tobar said. “It’s a novel 
about a black man who is charged with a murder in 
1930s Chicago, an era of incredible segregation and 
discrimination. And the anger and the ambition of that 
novel — it was a book that aimed to give voice to a 
community that was oppressed and silenced. That, 
to me, awakened my artistic ambition and my writerly 
ambition. I would say it’s a book that helped to make 
me a writer and a very important book to me.”

ANTHONY DOERR
Author of All the Light We Cannot See

Moby-Dick; or, The Whale by Herman Melville

“When I read it in high school, I thought, ‘Hmm,’ ” 
Doerr said. “But when I read it again in my 20s, I 
would say that it changed my life.”

LAWRENCE WRIGHT
Author of Thirteen Days in September: 
Carter, Begin and Sadat at Camp David

The Moviegoer by Walker Percy

Wright’s choice had special signifi cance for him, 
because he was actually able to meet Percy.

“When I was in college at Tulane [University], I was 
in a philosophy class, and I had to write a paper — an 
honors thesis,” Wright said. “And I decided I would 
write on the infl uence of [Søren] Kierkegaard on the 
novels of Walker Percy. Percy had won the National 
Book Award, but he was still a very little-known writer 
living outside of New Orleans across Lake Pontchar-
train. But he was a philosopher and a novelist. 

L

See BOOKS, Page C3

RYAN PAIT | Staff Writer

KELSEY BELL | Web Editor
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“The internship at Chautauqua was 
valuable because of the opportunity 
and openness that was encouraged and 
expected in sharing one’s work. Sharing 
ideas with other designers, photographers, 
writers and editors is something that has 
proven invaluable at my job.”
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