
R E P O R T E R S
The Chautauquan Daily is a unique 
opportunity for young journalists to 
provide in-depth coverage and engage 
a community of informed readers on a 
wide range of issues, from the arts and 
humanities to foreign affairs, science, 
ethics and religion. 

P H O T O G R A P H E R S
The Daily’s photographers enjoy 
unrivaled access to all aspects of 
the Chautauqua community and 
are challenged with a variety of 
assignments, including lectures; theater, 
opera and dance; recreation events; 
feature hunting; and photo essays. 
Photographs are featured prominently 
in print and online, and photographers’ 
work serves as a historical visual record 
of the summer program. 

D E S I G N E R S
A team of four interns is responsible 
for the design and layout of every 
issue, including front pages and 
section fronts, using content generated 
by the reporting and photography 
staff. Creativity and collaboration are 
strongly encouraged.

C O P Y  E D I T O R S
Copy editors read and edit copy for 
accuracy and clarity, grammar, spelling 
and AP style. Readers are loyal, critical 
and astute; the content of our pages 
matters to them. 

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N
Visit our website, chqdaily.com. 
Those interested in working at The 
Chautauquan Daily during the 2016 
season should contact Jordan Steves, 
editor, at jsteves@ciweb.org. 

The Chautauquan Daily seeks 
outstanding news and feature writers, 
photographers, page designers and 
copy editors for the 2016 season, June 
14 to Aug. 26. As the official newspaper 
of Chautauqua Institution, the Daily 
reaches a group of informed and 
critical readers like no other community 
newspaper in the United States. 

Internships with The Chautauquan 
Daily are highly competitive and 
have attracted candidates from the 
best programs in the country. Daily 
alumni have landed positions with 
prominent newspapers and news media 
organizations, book publishers, colleges 
and universities, and arts and civic 
organizations, or continued on to other 
prestigious internships, fellowships and 
graduate programs.

Chautauqua Institution, located in 
the southwest corner of New York 
state, is a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to lifelong learning. 
Chautauqua’s programs aim to renew 
the spirit, stimulate the mind, foster 
artistic creativity and promote physical 
well-being. The famed daily lecture 
platform covers a broad range of major 
contemporary issues and hosts well-
known speakers, a number of whom 
also visit the Daily newsroom (Jim 
Lehrer, Jill Abramson and Jon Krakauer 
have spoken privately with our staff in 
recent seasons). During the evenings, 
community members enjoy the 
symphony, ballet, opera, theater, visual 
arts and popular entertainers. 

Internships with the Daily run June 14 to 
Aug. 26, 2016. Interns receive a stipend 
and live in pre-arranged housing on or 
near the Institution grounds. Financial 
assistance for housing is provided.
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A sailboat rocks in calm waters this week on Chautauqua Lake. RUBY WALLAU | Staff Photographer
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Engaging the 
community
Institution organizes public 
sessions surrounding proposed 
Amphitheater renewal project 
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A letter for the 
2015 season
Written word ties together 
Lesenger’s fi nal summer with 
Chautauqua Opera
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A lake on 
the mend
Conroes highlight long-term 
efforts that are helping to restore 
Chautauqua Lake
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Blossoming 
into summer
New grounds supervisor 
Burgeson brings an abundance 
of knowledge and care to her job
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ISHANI CHATTERJI
Staff Writer

The season three fi nale of 
“Nashville” left the audience 
wondering if Deacon Clay-
bourne survived his surgery. 
While nobody is sure if he’ll re-
appear in in the fourth season, 
the Chautauqua audience is the 
lucky bunch that gets a chance 
to hear him live this weekend.

Charles “Chip” Esten, better 
known as Deacon Claybourne 
on the hit ABC show, will per-
form at 8:15 p.m. Saturday in 
the Amphitheater.

Esten was to be joined by 
his on-screen niece, Scarlett 
O’Connor, played by Clare 
Bowen, but due to last minute 
travel and work visa issues, 
she is unable to make it for the 
show.  Instead, Aubrey Peeples, 
who plays Layla Grant on the 
show, will join Esten.

“ ‘Nashville’ is a popular 
show, and I am hoping that 
the Chautauquans enjoy their 
performances,” said Marty 
Merkley, vice president of pro-
gramming at Chautauqua In-
stitution. “We try to keep ev-
erybody — from the ages of 
three to 103 — happy, and I am 

pretty sure these guys will help 
us do so.”

Peeples hails from Florida. 
In a recent interview with refi n-
ery29, she spoke about the art-
ists who infl uence her music. 

“There are defi nitely peo-
ple I fi nd super infl uential in 
my music, like Bonnie Raitt, 
The Black Keys, Jack White 
— anything along that blues-
rock feel,” she said.

Esten is originally from 
Pittsburgh and describes his 
style as “country music with a 
very traditional rock edge.”

“I plan to sing some Deacon 
songs along with my origi-
nal ‘I Know How To Love You 
Now,’ ” he said.

His set will include “This 
Town Is Ours Tonight” and 
“Whiskey Lips.” One of his 
fi nale numbers includes his 
friend and popular country 
music singer Chris Janson’s 
“Buy Me A Boat.”

“This is my fi rst time in Chau-
tauqua but I have heard so many 
great things about this place that 
I am really excited to play my 
music for them,” Esten said.

MARY LEE TALBOT
Staff Writer

The Voice. The Last Great Elizabethan 
Orator. A man whose life in three acts re-
sembles those of Joseph and Job.

All these phrases describe the chaplain 
of the week for Week One, Joel C. Gregory, 
professor of preaching at George W. Truett 
Theological Seminary of Baylor University. 
Gregory will preach at the 10:45 a.m. service 
of worship and 
sermon on Sun-
day in the Am-
phitheater.

His sermon 
series, “About 
Time,” begins 
Sunday with 
“Six Degrees of 
Separation.” He 
will share his 
faith journey at 
the 5 p.m. Ves-
pers in the Hall 
of Philosophy. 
He will continue 
to preach at the 
9:15 a.m. morn-
ing worship services in the Amphitheater 
every day this week.

Gregory fi rst felt the call to ministry at 
16, after hearing Bill Glass, a member of 
the Cleveland Browns and later an evange-
list and prison minister. Gregory studied 
at Baylor University and graduated summa 
cum laude before receiving his doctorate. 
He received his Master of Divinity from 
Southwestern Baptist Seminary, where he 
also taught preaching. He served a variety 
of churches through the 1980s, and in 1990 
was invited to First Baptist Church in Dallas 
to become the administrative pastor and co-
pastor with W.A. Crisswell, a conservative 
leader of the Southern Baptist Convention.

ALEXANDRA GREENWALD
Staff Writer

If Lt. Col. Jim Keene knows his band, the 
fi rst Sunday concert is going to be a tough act 
to follow. 

“There is no fi ner band on the planet,” 
said Keene, commander of the United States 
Army Field Band and Soldiers’ Chorus.

The Musical Ambassadors of the Army 
will perform at 2:30 p.m. Sunday in the Am-
phitheater.

“It’s a tremendous honor to come and per-
form at [Chautauqua] and to support Chau-

tauqua [Institution],” said Command Sgt. 
Maj. Leslie Nock. “It’s a thrill for us.”

Nock said that the Field Band recognizes 
that they play for diverse audiences, and try 
to keep their programming diverse as well.

Sunday’s audience can expect to hear a 
wide variety of music, including pop songs 
and pieces that have been featured on TV 
and in movies, in addition to patriotic favor-
ites. Veterans will also be honored with the 
Armed Forces Salute. 

“The primary message is always going to 
be patriotism,” Keene said.

TV stars, musicians Esten and 
Peeples open season with a twang

Army’s ‘Musical Ambassadors’ bring 
patriotic fl air to opening Sunday concert

‘About Time’: 
Gregory to grace 
Week One pulpit

Bright lights,
Music City

ESTEN

PEEPLES

GREGORY

DEMETRIUS FREEMAN | File Photo

The U.S. Army Field Band & Soldiers’ Chorus perform in the Amphitheater in 2012. 
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choreography
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annual workshop to kick off big 
weekend of dance
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honoring arts
Becker delivers annual 
President’s Address to 
Bestor Society
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Duel in the dirt

In men’s softball action, 
Slugs return to champion’s circle
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MIRANDA WILLSON
Staff Writer

Rather than invite 
Vladimir Putin to take the 
Amphitheater stage, Sherra 
Babcock invited Timothy 
Snyder to discuss Russia, 
the Ukraine and the future 
of the European Union at 
10:45 a.m. today. 

Babcock, vice president 
and Emily and Richard 
Smucker Chair for Educa-
tion at Chautauqua, char-
acterized Snyder, the Bird 
White Housum Professor 
of history at Yale Univer-
sity, as the second-best ex-
pert on Russia and Putin — 
short of Putin himself.

“When we thought 
about having a week on 
‘Redefi ning Europe,’ that 
was before or maybe right 
about the same time that 
Putin invaded Ukraine last 
year,” Babcock said. “So 
one of the questions we 
knew we wanted to deal 
with when we were plan-
ning this week was Rus-
sia’s involvement with the 
rest of Europe.”

Snyder has written 
about and studied the 
Cold War, World War II 
and modern-day Russia, 
though perhaps his most 
famous book is Bloodlands: 

Europe Between Hitler and 
Stalin, which examines the 
mass killings of Joseph Sta-
lin and Adolf Hitler and 
how the two regimes infl u-
enced one another.

Though Russia is tech-
nically part of Europe, Bab-
cock said, the country is not 
part of the EU or NATO, 
thereby distinguishing it 
from the rest of the con-
tinent. She said if Russia 
were to invade a country 
within the EU, there would 
be a small probability of a 
third world war, as Article 
V of the NATO treaty says 
an attack on one country 
within the union is an at-
tack on everyone. 

Harvard’s Hempton to 
discuss Christianity’s 
changing place in Europe

Snyder to address Russia, 
Ukraine and fate of EU 
to close week on Europe

SNYDER

ALEXANDRA GREENWALD
Staff Writer

To comprehend the reli-
gious trajectory of Europe 
throughout history, David 
N. Hempton would sug-
gest a walk through an art 
museum, as he did at the 
Fogg Art Museum on Har-
vard University’s campus.

“The predominant im-
ages of the great European 
works of art in this period 
are … the Virgin and child, 
a rich panoply of saints, 
the ubiquity of images of 
Jesus Christ, the inspira-
tion of biblical stories, and 
so on,” said Hempton, 
dean of Harvard Divinity 
School. “Equally obvious, 
of course, is the decline of 
religious narratives and 
symbols in European art in 
the modern period.”

Hempton will address 
the changing place of 
Christianity in European 
culture through the lens of 
artistic expression at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Philos-
ophy. His lecture is titled 
“Secular Europe? The End 
of Christendom and the 
Rise of Pluralism.”

Hempton has served as 
dean since 2012. Previously, 

he has served as a faculty 
member at Harvard Divin-
ity School, a professor of 
Christian history at Boston 
University, and a profes-
sor of modern history at 
Queen’s University Belfast. 
He is also a member of the 
Royal Historical Society.

In addition to his teach-
ing, Hempton is the author 
of Methodism and Politics in 
British Society 1750-1850, 
Religion and Political Cul-
ture in Britain and Ireland: 
From Glorious Revolution to 
Decline of Empire and Evan-
gelical Disenchantment: Nine 
Portraits of Faith and Doubt, 
among several others. 

See SNYDER, Page 4

See HEMPTON, Page 4
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RYAN PAIT
Staff Writer

Regular Chautauqua Lit-
erary and Scientifi c Circle 
Roundtable attendees who 
were expecting to see Antho-
ny Doerr in the Hall of Phi-
losophy Thursday will fi nd 
him somewhere else today. 

At 12:15 p.m., Doerr, Pulit-
zer Prize-winning author of  
All the Light We Cannot See, 
will discuss his work in the 
Amphitheater.

Doerr had asked Sherra 
Babcock, vice president and 
Emily and Richard Smucker 
Chair for Education, if he 
could do a visual presentation 
to go along with his lecture on 
his book. Because program-
ming is so tightly scheduled, 
Babcock said she struggled at 
fi rst to fi nd a location.

But thanks to some ser-
endipitous circumstances — 
such as the fact that tonight’s 
musical act, The Suff ers, 
doesn’t require much setup 
— she and Marty Merkley, 
vice president and director 

of programming, were able 
to secure the Amp for Do-
err’s lecture.

Doerr is worth the eff ort, 
Babcock said. He’s a return-
ing CLSC author, having 
previously visited in 2005 to 

discuss About Grace. He also 
taught at the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Festival in 2013. 

“We think he’s wonderful, 
and we thought he was won-
derful even before All the Light 
We Cannot See,” Babcock said. 
“So when I heard that he was 
out with a new book, I read it 
immediately, and, fortunately, 
contacted him immediately.”

Babcock knew as soon as 
she read the book that she 
wanted it to be a part of 2015’s 
CLSC list, and she was lucky 
enough to invite Doerr before 
he and his book started gar-
nering widespread acclaim 
a much busier schedule. She 
had visited France a few 
months before reading All the 
Light We Cannot See and said it 
brought beautiful memories 
rushing back to her.

See DOERR, Page 4
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2015 Pulitzer Prize winner Doerr to discuss 
‘All the Light We Cannot See’ for CLSC

RYAN PAIT
Staff Writer

Kam Franklin has been associ-
ated with a number of diff erent mu-
sical acts over the course of her ca-
reer, but joining the Houston-based 
rock ‘n’ roll and soul band The Suf-
fers as its lead vocalist required her 
to transform in a way.

“Once the opportunity to front 
the band came along, it just changed 
my whole identity as an artist,” 
Franklin said. “I was so used to be-
ing in the back and not having to put 
that much eff ort into the way that I 
worked and the way I executed my 
singing, and to be surrounded by so 
many talented musicians — it’s just 

forced me to step my game up.”
Franklin said being a part of The 

Suff ers has helped her fi nd a new 
level of confi dence in herself as a 
performer, something that will be 
on full display when she and her 
bandmates perform at 8:15 p.m. to-
night in the Amphitheater.

The Suff ers is a big band — both 
sonically and in terms of its members. 
Franklin’s vocals are supported by 
nine other members. Bassist Adam 
Castaneda started the band, and it has 
gathered more and more members 
over the years. For Franklin, working 
for a band of The Suff ers’ size is like 
performing with a big family, some-
thing unlike any other musical proj-
ect she’s been a part of.

“With smaller bands, you can 
aff ord to be more passive if you’re 
having some type of disagreement,” 
Franklin said. “You’re not shar-
ing as close of quarters at the time. 
With a band of our size — we have 
10 people instead of four people. We 
have so many rules when it comes 
to being respectful of one another, 
and that forces everybody to step 
up not only as an individual, but as 
being a better bandmate.”

The large-group dynamic is also 
conducive to the creative process, 
because Franklin knows she has 
nine other artists to bounce ideas off  
and make their work better.

See SUFFERS, Page 4

THE SUFFERS TO STORM CHAUTAUQUA WITH HEART, SOUL, ROCK ‘N’ ROLL
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ISHANI CHATTERJI  &  MORGAN KINNEY
Staff Writers

Millions of immigrants have traveled across an ocean 
to America. Chautauquans only have to head to the 
Amphitheater to hear their stories.

The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra and Chautauqua 
Theater Company come together at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the 
Amphitheater to perform Peter Boyer’s Ellis Island: The Dream 
of America, a musical exploration of American immigration. 

Concertmaster Brian Reagin will open the concert with 
the violin solo from “Theme from ‘Schindler’s List.’ ” The 
CSO will also perform The Firebird suite, a piece Music Di-
rector Rossen Milanov said serves as a fl ashy and familiar 
bridge between the program’s opener and closer.

Situated in New York Harbor, Ellis Island served as the 
doorway for millions of immigrants into the United States 
between 1892 until 1954. Boats arriving from Europe and 
abroad deposited immigrants on the island for processing 
and admission to New York proper.

Boyer’s work comprises images and oral histories com-
piled from the archives of the Ellis Island Immigration Mu-
seum. Images of actual Ellis Island immigrants will be pro-
jected during the piece’s prologue and epilogue while CTC 
actors read their words over the symphony accompaniment 
throughout. The immigrants’ accounts capture the legacy of 
immigration in the United States and serve as a timely bal-
ance to conversations on contemporary immigration. Ac-
cording to Deborah Sunya Moore, associate director of pro-
gramming, this reality made tonight’s program a no-brainer.

BRUCE WALTON
Staff Writer

America is known as the 
land of opportunity, but the 
land of the free doesn’t usu-
ally come free to many.

Alberto Gonzales, 80th 
U.S. attorney general and 
fi rst Latino to hold the posi-
tion, will give the morning 
lecture at 10:45 a.m. today 
in the Amphitheater on the 
problems of immigration for 
America and a new alterna-

tive policy he’s proposed.
To Gonzales, his time as at-

torney general proved to be a 
good experience, and he now 
serves the dean and distin-
guished law professor at Bel-
mont University. While serving 
as attorney general, Gonzales 
said he faced many issues on 
immigration. During President 
George W. Bush’s second term, 
Gonzales said, the adminis-
tration focused on immigra-
tion but could not make much 
progress during that time with 

a divided Congress.
“Obviously, given the fact 

I’m from a border state, and 
[was] the Secretary of State of 
Texas, I’ve dealt with border 
issues with Mexico,” he said. 
“This is something I’ve been 
dealing with and familiar 
with for many, many years. 
I’ve dealt with it as attorney 
general, and I am still very in-
terested in this issue.”

In a collaboration with Da-
vid Strange, a Texan lawyer, 
Gonzales wrote the book, A 

Conservative and Compassionate 
Approach to Immigration Reform. 
In it, Gonzales and Strange 
posit the current national im-
migration policy as inadequate.

The book’s proposals — fo-
cused on reforming the federal 
immigration laws, including 
common-sense border control, 
tougher workplace enforce-
ment, and a revised visa pro-
cess — could make a big diff er-
ence in immigration.

For the most part, Gonza-
les said, he’s gotten positive 

feedback. But there have been 
big criticisms as well.

“There’s something for 
everyone to hate in the book 
because everyone who has 
an equity in this discussion 
is going to have to give up 
something,” Gonzales said. 
“This is going to require some 
serious compromise by ev-
eryone. No one’s going to get 
everything they want, and 
that’s just the way it is.”

CELEBRATING AMERICA’S GATEWAY

Former U.S. attorney general Gonzales to speak on immigration reform proposal

ALEXANDRA GREENWALD
Staff Writer

This week’s speakers 
have addressed the topic of 
immigration from an outsid-
er’s point of view, but just as 
she encourages her students 
to do, Jin Young Choi will 
bring a personal perspective 
to the podium.

“I’m a biblical scholar, not 
an expert in immigration, so 
I’d like to provide my per-
sonal experience as an Asian 
woman who is in transition 
from resident alien to per-
manent resident,” Choi said. 
“So I am not an immigrant 
yet, but it might be helpful 
to share what frustrations, 
struggles and hopes to be 
an insider in this society [I 
have had.]”

Choi, assistant 
professor of New 
Testament and 
Christian origins 
at Colgate Roches-
ter Crozer Divinity 
School, will give a 
lecture titled “Moth-
er Tongue is My Ref-
uge” at 2 p.m. today 
in the Hall of Philosophy.

A native of South Korea, 
Choi said while she has been 
challenged by teaching texts 
written in ancient languages 
to English-speaking stu-
dents, she tries to think be-
yond the words on the page.

“Reading and writing are 
not all about language, but 
perspectives, ideas and ex-
periences,” she said. “When 
you read the Bible, from 
what perspective you read 

and what social loca-
tion you read is more 
important [than 
the words]. Other-
wise, we don’t have 
to read the Bible. In 
my teaching, I en-
courage students to 
recognize their own 
social location. From 

that position they realize 
their reading is particular, 
not universal, and then they 
can respect other’s interpre-
tations as well.”

Choi said she hopes to 
introduce her audience at 
Chautauqua Institution to 
the necessity of learning 
others’ interpretations by 
sharing her own “social lo-
cation.”

Biblical scholar Choi to consider 
importance of perspective in society

KARA TAYLOR
Staff Writer

In a world full of crime 
and war, one might ask, 
“Where is the love?” 

The answer comes with 
Chautauqua Opera Com-
pany’s Young Artists’ theme 
“Make Love Not War” at 
4:15 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Christ. The singers will 
lay their hearts on the line 
through traditional sere-
nades in the third Artsongs 
in the Afternoon recital of 
the season.

Soprano Aubry Ballarò-
Hagadorn will open the 
show with pieces by Gio-
achino Rossini and Gi-
useppe Verdi, which were 
carefully selected and orga-
nized to create a mini story 

line that supports the theme.
“In particular, my fi rst 

set, which is in Italian, is re-
ally fun because it is not a set 
by just one composer,” Bal-
larò-Hagadorn said. “This 
set veers more toward the 
love portion of our theme.”

Ballarò-Hagadorn said 
the Rossini pieces are ro-
mantic and wonderful. The 
fi rst of the set is Rossini’s 
“La pastorella delle Alpi” rep-
resents a “Here I am, I know 
you love me” approach. 
The second piece “Teneste la 
Promessa” from Verdi’s “Ser-
ate musicali Stornello” tells 
the story of a man doubting 
his woman’s love.

“She tells him, ‘Even as a 
joke, I wouldn’t say I don’t 
love you,’ and then at the end 
he breaks things off ,” she 

said. “She then adopts the at-
titude, ‘If you don’t love me, I 
don’t love you either.’ ”

Following Ballarò-Haga-
dorn’s opening, tenor Sean 
Christensen will take the 
stage to perform a set by 
composer Francesco Paolo 
Tosti.

“The songs in this set are 
all serenades. It’s all about 
wooing his lady love, but 
it’s not exactly successful,” 
Tosti said. “The fi rst song 
‘L’Ultima Canzone’ is a ser-
enade, and I am outside of 
her window singing to the 
woman I love. But she is get-
ting married the next day.”

The second song “Ideale” 
is straightforward and has 
a humorous tone, he said. 

Young Artists invite audience to 
come feel the love at Artsongs recital

CSO, CTC collaboration on Boyer’s ‘Ellis Island’ 
adds artistic element to Week Three theme 
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Abaca String Band performs Monday in the Amphitheater. JOSHUA BOUCHER | Staff Photographer
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Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page. www.chqdaily.com

What matters? 
Knowing when to fi ght
Chaplain Simmons delivers 
Tuesday sermon
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The art of 
community
Fallowses speak on “American 
Futures” project in morning 
lecture
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Seven-month delay

Utility district still preparing 
for major capital project at 
wastewater treatment plant
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Seeking drug-free 
communities
Leary, Hochul talk regional 
opiod, opiate epidemic
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MORGAN KINNEY
Staff Writer

Creating livable 
communities falls 
on many shoulders, 
including those 
of businesses and 
their leaders.

Muhtar Kent, 
chairman and CEO 
of the Coca-Cola 
Company since 
2009, will speak at 
10:45 a.m. today in the Amp about his com-
pany’s eff orts toward that end throughout 
the globe.

Kent is Turkish-American and the son of 
the former Consul General of Turkey, Nec-
det Kent. He was also educated in the United 
Kingdom, studying fi rst at the University of 
Hull and later earning his Master of Science 
degree in administrative science from Cass 
Business School in London.

ALEXANDRA 
GREENWALD
Staff Writer

Alexie Torres-
Fleming grew up 
in the South Bronx, 
and she left to pur-
sue a career. She 
returned after real-
izing her individ-
ual success wasn’t 
helping her family 
or community.

“This model of individual success, which 
is a very American model, of making it into 
middle and upper classdom, I think it’s a 
lie,” Torres-Fleming said. “I don’t necessarily 
think that the measure of our success is how 
far away we get from poverty.”

Torres-Fleming, founder of Youth Minis-
tries for Peace and Justice, will give a lec-
ture titled “The Spirit of Justice in Beloved 
Community” at 2 p.m. today in the Hall of 
Philosophy.

Since 1994, Youth Ministries for Peace and 
Justice has worked to “build beloved com-
munity,” in the South Bronx from a founda-
tion in prophetic faith. This work includes 
“working to shift the focus of people of faith 
from a place of charity to a place of justice,” 
Torres-Fleming said. Building a community 
often becomes “transaction,” meaning it’s 
more one person delegating jobs.

KENT

TORRES-FLEMING

Kent to discuss 
Coca-Cola’s work 
around the globe

Focus on humans 
rather than systems,  
Torres-Fleming says

 See KENT, Page 4

 See TORRES-FLEMING, Page 4

The company, which focuses on 
modern dance, will combine athleti-
cism and artistry for their fi rst-ever 
Chautauqua performance at 8:15 p.m. 
tonight in the Amp. 

Director Jon Lehrer founded the 
Buff alo-based company in 2007. With 
his extensive background in modern 
and jazz dance, LehrerDance’s style 
emerged from three elements of move-

ment: circularity, three-dimensionality 
and momentum. 

The company’s work integrates the 
approach and fl uidity of modern dance 
with the excitement and energy of jazz 
dance.

LehrerDance has toured in Russia 
for the past three years, and it will em-
bark on its second European tour, per-
forming 25 shows over four and a half 

weeks, in February 2016.
Lehrer has taught classes at Chau-

tauqua’s School of Dance and gave a 
Chautauqua Dance Circle lecture in 
2012, titled “From Athlete to Dancer: 
The Story of LehrerDance,” but this is 
the fi rst time his company will be per-
forming in the Amp. 

The ensemble will present six pieces, 
including “A Ritual Dynamic,” the fi rst 
piece Lehrer choreographed for the 
company in 2007.

The company’s signature piece gives 
the audience a idea of what they will 
see throughout the entire performance, 
Lehrer said.

“A Ritual Dynamic,” choreographed 
to music by Hovannes K and DJ Disse, 
is athletic, fast paced and energetic.

 See DANCE, Page 4

HAYLEY ROSS | Staff Writer

hautauqua Institution audiences have become 
accustomed to seeing the Charlotte Ballet 
dancers gliding across the Amphitheater 
stage. Tonight, the pointe shoes are coming 
off for a performance by LehrerDance. 

LehrerDance brings modern dance to Amp

JAMIE KRAUS 

Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival

Members of LehrerDance perform “Pantheon 
Rising” at Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival. 8 : 1 5  P. M .  T O N I G H T  ·  A M P H I T H E A T E R

June 14 to Aug. 26 Chautauqua Institution     Chautauqua, New York  chqdaily.com 

“For me, as for generations of young writers, 
the Daily was an extraordinary 
classroom. We weren’t just learning the basic 
rules of journalism, about focus and fairness 
and getting the facts straight; we got to test 
our skills on a fascinating range of subjects. … 
The Daily may only exist for two months of the 
year, but I know its influence on the lives of a 
great many writers extends far beyond that.”
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