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Colin Hanner
Staff Writer

Attracting some of the most gifted 
young musicians in the world, NPR’s 
“From the Top” will live-tape its public ra-
dio program at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Am-
phitheater. Christopher O’Riley, a world-
class pianist and host of the program since 
it first aired in 2000, will welcome five pro-
digious performers to the stage to show-
case their musical talents.

O’Riley, who first visited Chautauqua in 
July 2012 to record “From the Top,” is ex-
cited to return, but hopes for a few changes 
this time around.

“It rained a lot the last time I was there,” 
O’Riley said. “I really love the campus, so I’m 
really looking forward to better weather.”

Cellist Megan Yip, studying at Chautau-
qua Institution’s School of Music this sum-
mer, will play alongside O’Riley tonight. 

Other performers include violinists Hannah 
White and Lucas Stratmann, recorder player 
Martin Bernstein, and pianist Elisabeth Tsai. 
Thousands of musicians ages 8 to 18 apply to 
perform on “From the Top” every year, but 
O’Riley said playing classical music is an av-

enue to a more purposeful goal.
“I think what’s most important is not 

necessarily music, but it’s empowering 
kids to do what they’re passionate about 
and allowing them an outlet to show the 
work they are doing — not only through 
the broadcast, but more importantly to 
their peers,” O’Riley said. 

At its inception, “From the Top” was 
carried on 200 stations, but has since be-
come nationally distributed through NPR 
and can be heard in more than 220 mar-
kets. The program is considered the most 
popular classical musical broadcast on 
public radio.

With alumni pool that boasts over 3,000 
members, “From the Top” is a nonprofit 
that awards scholarships totaling $2 mil-
lion annually to performers, as well as pro-
vides outreach programs to young musi-
cians throughout the country.

‘From the Top’ 
brings young talent to Amp stage for live recording

I think what’s most important is 
not necessarily music, but it’s 
empowering kids to do what 
they’re passionate about and 
allowing them an outlet to show 
the work they are doing.”

—CHRIsTOPHeR O’RILey
Host, NPR’s “From the Top”

abe kenmore
Staff Writer

He’s back — but this time, he’s 
alone.

Since he first spoke here in 1985, 
Roger Rosenblatt has become well 
known to Chautauqua Institution.

“There is no better place to bring 
cultural things [than Chautau-
qua],” Rosenblatt said. Within the 
last 30 years, he has brought many 
of them to the Amphitheater stage.

Rosenblatt enters the spotlight 
again at 10:45 a.m. today to deliver 
a lecture on imaginative literacy, 
the second lecture in a week on 
“21st-Century Literacies: Multiple 
Ways to Make Sense of the World.”

A distinguished journalist, pro-
fessor and novelist, Rosenblatt is 
known for his books, five of which 
have been chosen for the Chautau-
qua Literary and Scientific Circle. 
In the last seven years, he has also 
hosted four different “Roger Rosen-
blatt and Friends” weeks. 

His guests have included former 
poet laureate Billy Collins, novelist 
Margaret Atwood and journalist 
Tom Brokaw, among many others.

This week, though, he will be 
ascending the Amphitheater stage 
alone to address a topic he has not 
yet covered — one that he said he is 
a little unsure of.

ROsenbLaTT

alexandra greenwald
Staff Writer

 Stephen Prothero wrote 
the book on American reli-
gious illiteracy — literally.

“We are one of the most 
religious nations on Earth, 
but Americans know very 
little about their own reli-
gions, and much less about 
the religions of others,” said 
Prothero, author of Religious 
Literacy: What Every American 
Needs to Know — And Doesn’t. 

Prothero will discuss this 
lack of knowledge and its 
impact on both domestic and 
foreign affairs at 2 p.m. today 
in the Hall of Philosophy. His 
lecture is titled “Religious 
Literacy in a Christian (and 

Mult i rel ig ious) 
Nation.”

In addition to 
Religious Literacy, 
Prothero is the 
author of Ameri-
can Jesus: How the 
Son of God Became 
a National Icon, A 
Nation of Religions: 
The Politics of Plu-
ralism in Multireli-
gious America, and 
God is Not One: The Eight Rival 
Religions that Run the World 
— And Why Their Differences 
Matter, among others. 

“Prothero is someone we 
have wanted to invite for a 
long time,” said Maureen 
Rovegno, associate director of 
religion. “He’s one of the sig-

nificant voices for 
religious literacy.”

Prothero said 
that he became 
conscious of the 
average Ameri-
can’s lack of reli-
gious knowledge 
when he took his 
current job as a 
professor of re-
ligion at Boston 
University. There, 

he discovered that most of 
his students were unaware 
of what he considered to be 
basic religious terminology, 
such as the Five Pillars of 
Islam and the authors of the 
four New Testament Gospels. 

george Cooper
Staff Writer

Stand outside the Am-
phitheater and look in every 
direction — Chautauqua 
north, south, east and west. 
It is an exercise in imagina-
tion to think of Chautauqua 
extending in every direc-
tion, going on forever. 

But there was a time 
when it was not so imagi-
native an effort, when the 
Chautauqua Movement was 
reaching its peak around 
1907. 

“At one time or another, 
there were well over 250 
programs across North 
America that identified 
themselves as being chau-
tauquas,” said Jon Schmitz, 
Chautauqua archivist and 
historian.

Schmitz will say more 
about the origin and ex-

pansion of the Chautauqua 
Movement at 3:30 p.m. to-
day in the Hall of Christ. 
His talk, titled “The Chau-
tauqua Movement: North, 
South, East, and West,” is 
part of the Oliver Archives 
Heritage Lecture Series.

See O’RILEY, Page 4

See ROsEnbLatt, Page 4

See schmItz, Page 4

PROTHeRO

Chautauqua’s 
Sabbath: a 
sense of place, 
a time of rest

What you should know and (probably) don’t: 
BU’s Prothero to discuss religious literacy

Rosenblatt 
returns to 
speak on 
imaginative 
literacy

eddy perez | Submitted Photo eric Shea | File Photo
At left, “From the Top” host Christopher o’Riley poses in Shaver Theater. At right, 2012 Chautauqua Music Festival student Laura Park performs 
during the previous Chautauqua live taping of the NPR program, on July 20, 2012, in the Amphitheater.

See pROthERO, Page 4

Courtesy of Chautauqua Institution Archives
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PEO Reunion -- Tuesdays 12:15 p.m.

Carol Rufener’s home 
(1 Morris, above 
Vacation Properties). 
Bring sandwich.

Sisters
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Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

Bulletin
boarD

news from around the grounds

briefly

colin hanner
staff writer

Meg Pickard just wants to 
make it through the season. 

It’s a phrase she repeats 
often, but it’s not to be taken 
for a careless approach to her 
new position as the director 
of recreation services and fit-
ness center manager. It’s just 
that she has a lot on her plate. 

From the golf course off 
Chautauqua Institution’s 
main grounds to the sailing 
center on Chautauqua Lake’s 
shore, Pickard is the hand 
that holds the umbrella of 
recreational programs the 
Institution offers.  

Pickard beams a wide 
smile and a cheerful laugh 
when she talks about the 
continual, seemingly over-
whelming, list of tasks she 
needs to accomplish before 
and during the season. It’s a 
happy-go-lucky tic for some-
one who is taking her role 
one step at a time. 

The week before the sea-
son officially starts, referred 
to as “week Zero,” is the 
hectic stream of prepara-
tion before people storm the 
grounds, but the week has 
stretched to several months 
since Pickard took the posi-
tion in January.

Prior to filling the role, 

Pickard worked at the YMCA 
in Jamestown for 21 years. 
For the past seven years, she 
was a full-time wellness di-
rector at the Y and was heav-
ily influenced by her desire 
to help people adopt healthy 
lifestyles.  

Pickard grew up in Chau-
tauqua County and spent her 
summers on the grounds, 
taking classes in dance (a 
hobby, she said, that she has 
grown out of) and absorbed 
in the recreation culture at 
the Chautauqua Institution.

she dreamt about the 
likes of Patricia McBride and 
Jean-Pierre Bonnefoux when 
she danced as a child — now, 
both are involved in two dif-
ferent directorial roles at the 
Chautauqua school of Dance. 
Pickard has seen changes 
in the way recreation has 
evolved on the grounds and 
wants to continue that trend 
at a steady pace. 

“I’m trying to get used to 
what’s here because there’s 
nothing worst than peo-
ple coming in and making 
change for the sake of mak-
ing change,” Pickard said. 
“If something’s not broken, 
I’m not going to fix it. But if 
I do see things that we could 
adapt or tweak or make all-
out changes to things that 
have been here a long time 
that is no longer relevant or 
being made use of, or maybe 
we change how it’s offered.”

Pickard said there is a 
convergence of two polariz-

ing age groups at Chautau-
qua — millennials and baby 
boomers — and hopes to ac-
commodate not only those 
two specifically, but every-
one in between.

since 1992, Pickard has 
worked extensively with an 
older adult population and 
even drafted a report last fall 
at a leadership symposium 
that delved into fall preven-
tion and how recreational ac-
tivity can soften the impact 
of such occurrences.

“The older generation 
wants to stay focused,” Pick-
ard said. “They have concerns 
about falls and safety. They’re 
more concerned about qual-
ity of life, rather than quan-
tity of life. They’re taking a 
slower pace in general.”

Turner Community Cen-
ter partners with an outside 
physical therapy agency 
twice a week to provide ser-
vices personal trainers at 
Chautauqua could otherwise 
not, coaching those with mo-
bility and health issues.    

This program has existed 
for some time, but Pickard 
said even veteran Chautau-
quans are still finding out 
programs that are offered 
within recreation services.

“I think a lot of people 
come to Chautauqua and 
they have no idea the broad 
array of what is available to 
them,” Pickard said. “even 
those people who have been 
coming for years, I’m hearing 
them say, ‘Oh, I didn’t know 

we had sports Club. I didn’t 
know we could rent a kayak. 
I didn’t know we could do 
lawn bowling.’ And like I 
said, I came here 40 years 
ago — I didn’t know any of 
those things existed.”

The introduction of pick-
leball — a tennis-pingpong 
hybrid that is played on the 
tennis center courts — as well 
as foot golf, which will bring 
soccer fundamentals to the 
Chautauqua Golf Club on July 
19, are just a few of the new 
programs recreation services 
will be offering this summer. 
And if those don’t suit the rec-
reational wants of Chautau-
qua, Pickard wants to know.

“I want feedback from 
people,” Pickard said. “I 
want people to feel free 
to email or contact me by 
phone, or in person. I’d love 
to sit down if time permits. 
People who come here on a 
regular basis — what do they 
see? what would they like to 
have added to recreation?”

From social activities like 
shuffleboard, mah jongg 
and lawn bowling, to more 
physically demanding activ-
ities like softball and sailing, 
Pickard invites everyone to 
be active.  

“Anyone that wants to 
join in, should join in,” Pick-
ard said. “This is your op-
portunity to play something, 
maybe something you didn’t 
learn as a child that you al-
ways wanted to.”

Pickard takes reins of Chautauqua’s rec programs

SAALIK KHAN | Staff Photographer

Meg Pickard, who previously worked for the Jamestown YMCA for 21 years, joined Chautauqua 
Institution this winter as the new director of recreation services.

Chautauqua Dialogues 
Chautauqua Dialogues take place from 3:30 to 5 p.m. on 

Friday. sign up today before or after the 2 p.m. lecture at 
the Hall of Philosophy to participate.

Softball Organizing Today
women’s League at 5 p.m., Men’s League 6 p.m. today 

at the sports Club. A captain (or representative) from each 
team needs to attend this meeting. Anyone looking to join 
a team should also stop by the sports Club. 

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
A Bird walk and Talk will be held at 7:30 a.m. today, 

starting at the entrance of smith wilkes Hall with lead-
ers from the Roger Tory Peterson Institute and Jamestown 
Audubon society. 

Garden walks are at 9:15 a.m. or 4:15 p.m. today with 
master gardener sharon Reed and horticulturist Joe Mc-
Master. Meet behind smith wilkes Hall.

Bat Chats with Caroline Bissell are 4:15 p.m. wednes-
days in smith wilkes Hall. 

Chautauqua Connections Picnic
5 p.m. today at elizabeth s. Lenna Hall. Connections will 

meet Voice, MsFO, Piano, Dance students, APYA coordinators 
and Daily interns. Rain location is Bellinger south basement.

Chautauqua Science Group
The Chautauqua science Group will host “It’s Not Just 

About Monkeys: evolution Beyond Darwinism” by John 
Mayfield at 9:15 a.m. Wednesday in the Hall of Christ.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
CwC’s Girl’s Morning Out held weekly from 9:15 to 

10:45 a.m. on wednesdays. Meet new people, reconnect 
with friends and meet other moms each wednesday.

The CwC porch is available for informal conversation 
in German, French and spanish. Language sessions are 
available at 1:15 p.m. every wednesday.

CWC offers Duplicate Bridge Games from 1 to 4 p.m. 
every Tuesday at the CwC House. we have applied for 
ACBL accreditation and expect to award Master’s points 
this season. Fee collected at the door. 

Chautauqua Sailing Department
Located at the John R. Turney sailing Center, the de-

partment offers one-week sailing courses designed to ad-
vance the skills of all ages and experience levels. Lessons 
and sailboat rentals are also available. Call 716-357-6392.

Our Town Tech Rehearsal “Sneak Peek” Wednesday
Friends of Chautauqua Theater are invited to 45-minute 

segments at 1, 1:45 or 2:30 p.m. Meet at Bratton Theater to 
be escorted to the back of the house. Memberships are $10.

Dinner with the Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends
CLAF invites those interested finding out more about 

the literary arts to join them for a free dinner at 6 p.m. sun-
day in the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall Ballroom. 
RsVP to CHQLIT@aol.com.

Chautauqua Community Band 
The band needs players on all wind, brass, and percus-

sion instruments. Rehearsal from 5 to 6 p.m. wednesday in 
elizabeth s. Lenna Hall. Concert starts at 12:15 p.m. satur-
day on Bestor Plaza. Call Jason weintraub at 716-753-5250.

Sandy D’Andrade’s 13th Annual Trunk Show and Sale
The show and sale, which benefits Chautauqua Opera 

Company’s Young Artists, is from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. today 
at the Main Gate welcome Center. Bring your gate pass.

Knitting4Peace Workshop
From 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. every Tuesday on the Methodist 

House Front Porch. For information call 303-918-4617.
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Though many people 
have heard about the local 
food movement, the local 
plant movement remains a 
little more obscure. 
Fredonia Profes-
sor Jonathan Titus 
might be about to 
change that.

Titus will kick-
start the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club’s 
Brown Bag lecture 
series at 12:15 p.m. 
today in Smith Wil-
kes Hall with his talk, “In-
vasive Plants, The Problems 
They Cause, and Practi-
cal Native Alternatives for 
Landscaping.”

He will address the eco-
logical benefits of garden-
ing with native species, 
which are indigenous to the 
region in which they grow, 
rather than non-native spe-
cies, which were brought 
here either accidentally or 
on purpose. Native plants 
provide resources, habitats, 
shelter and food for local 
wildlife, he said, which is 
why gardening with them 
can benefit one’s local envi-
ronment.

Titus will focus his talk 
on a particular subset of 
non-native species called 
invasive species, which 
make up less than 1 percent 
of all non-native species 
but pose serious ecological 
threats because they spread 
and outcompete native 
ones.

“If you go to lots of for-
ests and natural areas 
around here, you’ll see that 
invasive species have taken 
over these areas,” he said.

Their presence can im-
pact tree germination, the 
establishment of future 
forests and local wildlife, 
which often cannot eat the 
non-native species. Titus 
said non-native species 
tend to thrive because they 
have no natural predators 
in the area.

Invasive and non-native 
species are also a com-
ponent of global change, 
which refers to the ways in 
which the globe is chang-
ing due to anthropogenic 
causes like carbon emis-
sions, ocean acidification 
and the preponderance 
of plastic in the world’s 
oceans. Titus said invasive 
species introduced to new 
areas by humans alter the 
world’s natural environ-
ments by leading to the ho-
mogenization of flora.

“Lawns in the U.S. are 
a lot more like European 
lawns now, because all of 
our lawns have European 
plants, and Europe has be-
come more like us because 
of that process,” he said. 
“As non-natives spread, 
the more interesting and 
unique species gradually 
disappear.”

Titus also cited invasive 
and non-native species as 
the second most impor-
tant factor (after habitat 
destruction) causing the 
sixth mass extinction that 
the planet is now entering. 
Though most of that extinc-
tion is caused specifically 
by invasive species, Titus 
said he believes that gar-
dening with native plants 
is always better than with 
non-native plants, even if 
they are not invasive.  

For example, many flow-

ryan pait
Staff Writer

Poet-in-residence Chard 
deNiord won’t be teaching 
a master class, but he will 
be imparting his audience 
with wisdom from 20th- 
and 21st-century masters of 
poetry.

deNiord, author of five 
books of poetry, will dis-
cuss some of the guidance 
he’s received from some 
of the most notable names 
in poetry with his Brown 
Bag lecture, called “Les-
sons from the Masters,” at 
12:15 p.m. today on the front 
porch of the Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall.

The lecture was inspired 
by deNiord’s book Sad 
Friends, Drowned Lovers, 
Stapled Songs, a collection 
of poetry history and criti-
cism. Over the course of his 
career, deNiord interviewed 
esteemed poets such as Lu-
cille Clifton, Robert Bly, Jack 
Gilbert and many others, all 
of which he compiled in his 
book. It also contains essays 

on Robert Lowell, Elizabeth 
Bishop, James Wright and 
Philip Levine.

“After interviewing the 
great senior poets of this 
generation, I thought I 
would have fun picking out 
snippets from these 
interviews and talk-
ing about the wis-
est things they said 
about poetry and 
their careers as po-
ets,” deNiord said.

deNiord said he 
hopes the diverse 
examples he pres-
ents of poets who 
successfully made careers 
out of their art will be en-
couraging for his audience.

“I hope they take away 
an appreciation for these 
long, brilliant careers in po-
etry and what these poets 
learned,” deNiord said.

The advice he received 
from the poets he inter-
viewed was grounded in 
reality but also in humble-
ness, he said.

“We live in a time with 

georgie silvarole
Staff Writer

Every year, voice chair Mar-
lena Malas doesn’t believe the 
Voice Program will yield bet-
ter talent than in the previous 
season. Every year, she thinks 
it’s impossible to beat what 
prior students have brought to 
the table. 

Every year, Malas is wrong. 
“It’s a goldmine of talent, 

and every year I wonder if I 
can do it again,” Malas said. 

She has been working 
with the School of Music’s 
Voice Program for the past 

36 years, and said she is per-
petually surprised by the 
stellar students that crop up 
each summer. 

The Voice Program, in 
order to give the students a 
chance to perform shortly af-
ter their arrival, is hosting the 
Sing-In — the event will take 
place at 2 p.m. today in Fletch-
er Music Hall, and benefits the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.

Emily Pogorelc, a rising 
sophomore at the Curtis In-
stitute of Music and a soprano 
studying in the Voice Pro-
gram, agreed to participate in 

the Sing-In before she even ar-
rived on the grounds.

“I’m excited. We have a 
similar thing at Curtis,” Pog-
orelc said. “I know I’m already 
prepped to sing an aria.”

Pogorelc chose “The Silver 
Aria,” from Douglas Moore’s 
The Ballad of Baby Doe, in part 
because of the link between 
her and Baby Doe, the opera’s 
main character.

“It’s something that I re-
ally connected to,” Pogorelc 
said. “I’m from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Baby Doe is actu-
ally from Wisconsin. I felt a 
connection to it when I first 

started singing it and I’ve 
liked it ever since.”

Participating in the Sing-In 
isn’t something every student 
is up for, Malas said. But, she 
said, for those who want to 
push themselves, it becomes 
apparent early in the season.

“For the kids that really 
want to go through with this 
[as a career], this training 
prepares them. It’s tough,” 
Malas said. “If you don’t 
have the ‘fire in the belly’ 
about this, it’s too hard. But 
Chautauqua is a good place 
to have that experience.” TiTus

Titus to speak on the 
benefits of gardening 
with native plants

Poet deNiord shares advice from masters in Brown Bag

Annual Sing-In gives Voice students 
an early chance to showcase talents

deniord

ers commonly used in 
gardens, such as pansies 
and petunias, are not 
from the region where 
they are grown. Those 
plants do not explicitly 
harm the ecosystem, but 

Titus said he pre-
fers to only plant 
native plants in 
his garden be-
cause they pro-
vide him with 
more unique 
wildlife and in-
sects in his gar-
den. 

One particular 
plant Titus said he likes 
to garden with is spice-
bush, which is native to 
the Fredonia area, and as 
a result spicebush swal-
lowtail butterflies that 
only eat spicebush flock 
to his garden.

“Lots of insects are 
very specific in what 
they’ll eat,” he said. 
“The most famous exam-
ple is the monarch but-
terfly, which only eats 
milkweed, but there are 
thousands of other ex-
amples.”

In addition to discuss-
ing the benefits native 
species provide for eco-
systems at his Brown 
Bag, Titus will talk about 
how native plants help 
preserve the distinctive-
ness of a particular re-
gion.

“A lot of people today 
don’t have a connection 
to where they live, which 
is too bad, because it’s 
really exciting to get to 
know what’s unique and 
interesting about where 
one lives,” he said. “I 
think that adds a lot of 
texture and meaning to 
someone’s life.”

dozens and dozens of MFA 
programs and this sort of 
professionalization of writ-
ing,” he said. “And what 
these poets really offer is a 
sobering and helpful view 

— with humility at 
its center. That’s one 
of the important les-
sons for young writ-
ers to learn. These 
comments, these 
sayings, these ex-
amples that are both 
in their comments 
and in their poems, 
I hope will provide 

a really helpful, spiritual, as 
well as attitudinal direction 
for people starting out.”

deNiord said that poetry 
can be a tough discipline, 
but words of wisdom from 
some of recent history’s 
most notable poets could be 
inspiring for his audience 
— especially for those that 
are aspiring poets.

“You can’t teach poetry,” 
he said. “You can nurture 

poets, you can expose writ-
ers to poetry, but you really 
can’t teach it at all.”

deNiord said he started 
writing in high school, but 
went on to major in reli-
gious studies while he was 
in college. He also received 
a Masters of Divinity from 
Yale. He could not deny his 
passion for poetry, how-
ever.

“It often takes a writer — 
or poet, especially — time 
to admit to himself or her-
self that this is something 
that you really want to take 
seriously and pursue as 
a profession or as a voca-
tion,” deNiord said.

He went on to attend the 
Iowa Writer’s Workshop 
and taught high school be-
fore landing at his current 
job at Providence College. 
He’s now been teaching for 
almost 20 years.

“I decided to follow 
this route, for better or for 
worse,” deNiord said.
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Though	 “From	 the	 Top”	
is focused on the prolifera-
tion	of	classical	music	among	
new	audiences,	the	program	
has	 meshed	 modern	 mu-
sic with traditional perfor-
mances	 in	 broadcasts.	 For	
instance,	 young	 musicians	
have covered hip-hop chart-
toppers	 “FourFiveSeconds”	

and	 “See	 You	Again”	 in	 re-
cent weeks. 

“There’s all kinds of great-
ness	 in	 all	 kinds	 of	 music,”	
o’riley said. “It’s not just 
about	 classical	 music	 and	
that’s the only thing you lis-
ten to. … We live by the Duke 
ellington adage, ‘There are 
two	kinds	of	music	—	good	
and the other kind.’ It is not 
about genre distinctions, it’s 
about	 the	 performer	 on	 the	
one hand playing what he 

or she believes in and that’s 
what	makes	it	great	to	them,	
and on the other hand the 
audience has to approach a 
performance	with	open	ears	
and	open	hearts.”
From	San	Francisco	to	Sa-

lem,	Massachusetts,	 O’Riley	
has traveled all corners of the 
country	recording	“From	the	
Top”	 and	 watching	 young	
performers.	 But,	 he	 said,	
Chautauqua is a special stop 
on the tour.

“Places like Chautauqua 
are	much	more	concentrated	
as	 artistic	 communities,”	
o’riley said. “It’s really 
about steeping yourself in 
the creative process, and I 
know kids who have been 
in	 the	music	 program	 there	
who have thrived and really 
just loved the surroundings 
and	 find	 it	 a	 really	 inspir-
ing and inspirational place 
to	be.”

This	 realization	 led	 Pro-
thero to develop his “reli-
gious	Literacy	Quiz,”	which	
was published as part of re-
ligious Literacy and includes 
questions	 like	 “Name	 the	
four noble Truths of Bud-
dhism,”	 and	 “What	 are	 the	
seven	Sacraments	of	Catholi-
cism?”

Prothero said that he often 
distributes	copies	of	the	quiz	
at his lectures, and will likely 
do	the	same	at	Chautauqua.

Prothero said the lack of 
religious knowledge often 
revealed by the religious 

Literacy	 Quiz	 has	 repercus-
sions that reach beyond indi-
vidual ignorance.

“Ironically, our lack of re-
ligious literacy is what keeps 
religion	in	our	elections,”	he	
said,	citing	the	benefit	politi-
cians frequently see in invok-
ing	biblical	texts	and	figures	
to	legitimize	their	platforms.	

Prothero said the gen-
eral public’s lack of religious 
knowledge grants this legiti-
macy	even	if	politicians’	ref-
erences are incorrect.
“If	we	knew	more	as	citi-

zens	 and	 journalists,	 when	
politicians said silly things 
about religion, they would 
be	 challenged	 and	 embar-
rassed,”	 he	 said.	 “But	 be-

cause	we	don’t,	it’s	all	benefit	
and no negative for politi-
cians	to	talk	about	religion.”

Prothero said he thinks 
that this political free pass 
has	 a	 significant	 impact	 in	
American	 foreign	 relations	
as well. 

“It has huge repercus-
sions,”	 said	 Prothero,	 men-
tioning an incident in which 
a	 congressman	 incorrectly	
guessed that al-Qaida was a 
Shiite	Muslim	 group,	when,	
in fact, it staunchly opposes 
Shiite	Muslims.
“How	do	you	form	a	pol-

icy when you don’t know 
who	your	antagonists’	main	
antagonist	is?”	Prothero	said.	
“For	 too	 long,	 much	 of	 our	

policy has been based on the 
false	assumption	that	people	
are	 primarily	 motivated	 by	
economics	and	politics.	They	
are,	 but	 they	 are	 also	 moti-
vated by religion. We ignore 
that in our foreign policy at 
our	peril.”

The end to this “religious 
foolishness	 in	 our	 politics,”	
said	 Prothero,	 will	 come	
from	 increased	 education	
and an increased willing-
ness to discuss religion.
“We	 need	 more	 conver-

sation	 about	 religion,”	 he	
said. “We need conversation 
about it that is both civil and 
informed,	and	unfortunately	
that’s	a	little	bit	wanting.”

“I	 have	 no	 imagina-
tion, which is unfortunate 
as	 that’s	 what	 I’m	 talking	
about,”	he	said.
Despite	 his	 claimed	 ig-

norance, rosenblatt has 
given quite a bit of thought 
to the topic.
“[Imagination]	 is	 a	 way	

of seeing what is there, 
and	 making	 something	
beautiful	out	of	it,”	he	said.	
“[Scientists]	 have	 found	 a	
location in the brain for just 
about everything we do … 
except	imagination.”

Perhaps, rosenblatt said, 
this	 means	 imagination	
is	 the	 sum	of	 all	 the	 other	
brain functions; certainly, 
it	 seems	 to	be	universal	 in	
human	history,	and	to	work	
more	or	 less	 the	same	way	
regardless	of	time.
While	 the	 imagination	

may	 have	 more	 informa-
tion to work with now than 
in previous ages, rosen-
blatt said it is not all that 
different	 from	 imagina-
tion	 in	 any	 other	 time.	 So,	
while the topic of week is 
“21st-Century	 Literacies,”	
he does not plan to only 
discuss the last decade and 
a half.
“The	21st	century	—	for	

me,	it’s	beside	the	point,”	he	
said.

avoiding centurial 
themes	 might	 be	 for	 the	

best. When he was asked 
give a speech at Chautau-
qua on the 20th century, 
he wrote a satirical novel, 
Lapham Rising,	about	a	man	
getting asked to speak 
about the 20th century at 
the Institution. The century 
is	 irrelevant	 to	 imagina-
tion, but age does have an 
impact,	Rosenblatt	said.	Or	
rather, a lack thereof.
“[Children]	enlarge	your	

imagination,”	 Rosenblatt	
said. “all children are natu-
ral	denizens	of	the	world	of	
imagination	…	Picasso	said	
the best painters he knew 
were	3	years	old.”

for rosenblatt, this in-
spiration	 can	 come	 from	
telling stories to his grand-
children, a process he de-
scribes as building a world 
together and then dwelling 
in it.

In Chautauqua, he is far 
from	 his	 grandchildren.	
But	 he	 still	 find	 places	 to	
imagine.
“I	 tend	 to	 think	 on	 my	

feet	—	 sometimes,	 I	 imag-
ine	what	I’m	going	to	in	the	
Amphitheater,”	 Rosenblatt	
said.

In the end, though, it is 
the	 familiar	 that	 inspires	
him.

“my favorite place to 
imagine	is	at	my	own	kitch-
en	 table,	 with	 my	 writing	
pad	…	my	dog	 at	my	 feet,	
and	my	wife	writing	poetry	
somewhere	 in	 the	 house,”	
rosenblatt said.

SCHMITZ
from page 1
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There	were	a	number	of	Redpath	companies	that	sent	
travelling chautauquas (also called circuit or tent chau-
tauquas) around the country, beginning in 1904 and last-
ing	up	 to	1932	 in	 the	United	States	and	World	War	 II	 in	
Canada.	 	 Keith	 Vawter	 of	 the	 Redpath	 Lyceum	 Bureau	
created	 them	because	 he	wished	 to	 organize	 a	more	 ef-
ficient	means	of	using	his	Chautauqua-style	entertainers,	
by creating travelling circuits. But the travelling chautau-
quas were not really chautauquas, but rather travelling 
lyceums.	 	They	staged	similar	programming	but	did	not	
have	the	camp	meeting	component	—	a	community	that	
reassembled	every	year	to	share	time	together.		For	more	
about	the	Redpath	Chautauquas	—	come	to	the	lecture	at	
3:30	p.m.	today	in	the	Hall	of	Christ.

For more information on this question or to submit your own 
question to the archivist, visit the Oliver Archives at the corner 
of Massey and South, or send a message to archivist Jon Schmitz: 
jschmitz@ciweb.org

ask the archivist

??

What Were the redpath chautauquas?

In the early 20th century, 
there	 was	 a	 strong	 market	
for Chautauqua talent. But to 
understand the Chautauqua 
Idea, “we need to go back to 
how	 it	 all	 started,”	 Schmitz	
wrote in an unpublished 
manuscript,	“because	to	this	
day	 it	 has	 more	 to	 do	 with	
how it started than how it 
changed	and	grew.”

Chautauqua growth and 
popularity	 had	 much	 to	 do	
with the 1878 inception of 
the Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific	Circle,	a	product	of	
co-founder John H. Vincent’s 
imagination.	 As	 the	 Circles	
grew, so did the desire to 
have Chautauqua-like pro-
gramming	 closer	 to	 home,	
Schmitz	wrote.

“The Chautauqua move-
ment	in	the	South	is	particu-
larly interesting since it serves 
as an indicator of changes in 
ideas, attitudes and lines of 
division	within	the	Southern	
states,”	he	wrote.

In a post-Civil War era, a 
time	of	some	uncertainty	and	
change, “Chautauqua pro-
vided a place for people to 
put new and confusing ideas 
and events into a Christian 
perspective,”	Schmitz	wrote.	

Vincent and Chautauqua 
co-founder Lewis miller in-
cluded	 in	 the	 program	 sci-
ence, history, literature, the 
arts,	 current	 affairs,	 recre-
ation, and not just religious 
and biblical studies. 
“To	 them	religion	was	 the	

vessel	of	knowledge,”	Schmitz	
wrote. “Without knowledge 
religion	was	void	and	empty;	
but without religion, knowl-
edge	was	formless	and	with-
out	meaning,	without	defini-

tion	or	purpose.”
These ideals, while still 

in	 focus,	met	with	 obstacles	
as the 20th century ticked 
on.	 By	 the	 1920s,	 optimism	
faded. People were told that 
a war such as World War I 
would never happen. But 
it did. after the war, peo-
ple had thought winning 
it would begin a new era of 
peace, “but all they saw was 
rearmament,	 anarchy,	 and	
the	 rise	 of	 communism	 and	
fascism,”	Schmitz	wrote.
Prohibition	 was	 meant	

to	 end	 poverty	 and	 crime,	
woman’s	suffrage	was	meant	
to end partisan politics and 
government	 corruption;	
the world, it turns out, tres-
passed against the people 
within	Chautauqua’s	harmo-
nious space.
Schmitz	wrote	that	people	

“did not lose faith in god, 
but they did lose faith in the 
world, a world they now saw 
as progressing the wrong di-
rection and they longed for 
purposefulness	of	the	past.”

nonetheless, Chautauqua 
continues north, south, east 
and west. Chautauqua can 
give	 back	 to	America	 in	 the	
21st	 century,	Schmitz	wrote.	
Chautauqua can give a sense 
of place. 

“not a virtual place, but 
a real physical place where 
people actually gather to-
gether to see and hear the 
same	things,”	Schmitz	wrote.

Chautauqua can provide 
a	time	of	rest,	not	just	a	time	
to	 stop	working,	 but	 a	 time	
to	appreciate	the	completion	
of work and the perfection of 
creation. 
“This	is	the	Sabbath	of	the	

Bible,”	 Schmitz	 wrote.	 “[A]
nd	 this	 is	 the	 Sabbath	 that	
Vincent and miller wished to 
preserve.”

  On Instagram: @chqdaily

Halford Lectureship supports Rosenblatt
The Travis e. and Betty J. Halford Lectureship endow-

ment,	 a	new	 fund	held	within	 the	Chautauqua	Founda-
tion,	supports	Roger	Rosenblatt’s	lecture	at	10:45	a.m.	to-
day	in	the	Amphitheater.

Post office
a full-service post office (716-357-3275) is located on Bestor 
plaza. during the season, the lobby is open weekdays 7 a.m. 
to 5:15 p.m.; the window, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. On saturdays, the 
lobby is open 7 a.m. to noon; the window, 10 a.m. to noon. 
the post office is closed sundays. 

(Off-season, the lobby is open 7 a.m. to 5:15 p.m.; the 
window, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. On saturdays, the lobby is open 7 
a.m. to noon; the window, 10 a.m. to noon.)

 » on the grounds
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georgie silvarole
Staff Writer

Pianist Evelyne Brancart 
tends to lose herself in mu-
sic — when playing one of 
the hundred-or-so pieces she 
knows by heart, she forgets 
what’s happening in her life 
and lets herself go within the 
meter.

“i think that’s why people 
go to concerts — not to think 
about their everyday prob-
lems,” Brancart said. “i forget 
my problems when i’m on 
stage, so i would hope that, 
when people hear the music, 
they can be in the music and 
feel that they’re alive.”

Brancart, a professor of 
more than 20 years at the Ja-
cobs school of music at indi-
ana university and a native 
of Belgium, will be giving 
a recital at 4 p.m. today in 
Elizabeth s. Lenna Hall. The 
event benefits the Chautau-

qua Women’s club scholar-
ship Fund, and the program 
includes mozart’s Fantasy in 
c minor, K.475; Beethoven’s 
sonata Op. 31 No. 3; Brahms’ 
Paganini Variations, Books 
i and ii; schumann’s Ara-
besque; and chopin’s sonata 
No. 2, “Funeral march”

The beginning and closing 
pieces are much darker than 
those in the middle, Brancart 
said. The Beethoven sonata 
is a much happier piece than 
chopin’s sonata, which is 
commonly referred to as the 
“Funeral march.”

“i like the frame of drama, 
and in between, it’s much 
lighter,” Brancart said.

John milbauer, interim co-
director of the Piano Program, 
said the 18th- and 19th- cen-
tury masterpieces will at-
tract listeners, especially for 
Brahms’ variations. 

“The mozart ‘Fantasy’ is 
one of his darkest and most 

daring works for the piano, 
while the Beethoven is a rela-
tively sun-kissed romp,” mil-
bauer said. “i know that the 
pianists, in particular, will be 
keen to hear both books of 
Brahms’ Paganini Variations 
— a stupendous tour-de-force 
for any pianist.”

This visit will mark Bran-
cart’s second trip to the 
grounds since her first recital 
at chautauqua in 2013. To-
day’s performance will be ac-
companied by a master class 
on Wednesday, which has a 
$5 fee that will also benefit the 
Women’s club scholarship 
Fund. 

“The guest master classes 
in the program are designed 
to provide all of our students 
with insight and inspiration 
from guest faculty,” milbauer 
said. “We’re thrilled that Ev-
elyne is opening our series of 
guest classes.”

Brancart’s massive mental 

library is something she en-
joys using in concert, despite 
any added pressure playing 
without music might pro-
voke.

“There is something when 
you play without the music 
— it is to my feeling that you 
can kind of get to a little more 
of an elevated place,” Bran-

cart said. “It’s just different. 
You have to make sure that 
you know where you are, that 
you’re not gonna get lost, that 
you’re not gonna forget what 
comes next,” Brancart said. “i 
think that, for me, it is some-
thing that is much freer, play-
ing without the music. You 
can really let go.”

Guest piano faculty Brancart to 
perform recital, teach master class

alexandra greenwald
Staff Writer

Jared Jacobsen has always 
wanted to be the organist at 
chautauqua. 

“i really have the dream 
job i always wanted,” said 
Jacobsen, who is now in his 
19th season as the institu-
tion’s official organist. 

Jacobsen plays a concert 
on both of the institution’s 
organs each week. He per-
forms on the Tallman Tracker 
Organ at 12:15 p.m. every 
Tuesday in the Hall of christ. 
concerts on the massey me-
morial Organ are at 12:15 p.m 
each Wednesday in the Am-
phitheater.

“i feel a great responsibil-
ity to honor the people that 
made these [concerts] pos-
sible here,” Jacobsen said. “As 
the chautauqua organist, i 
feel like i have an obligation 
to use these [instruments] in 
the best way i can.”

Jacobsen said the theme of 
his Tallman organ concerts 
will change every week. To-
day’s concert is titled “Tall-
man Organ 101,” and will 
include a “show and tell” on 
the mechanical workings of 
the instrument. 

The program will include 
a “guided sonic tour” of the 
organ, which will feature a 
variety of concert-style piec-
es. 

Jacobsen will also ask an 
audience member to assist 
him by turning the wheel that 
pumps air into the organ’s 
pipes. This assistant will be-
come an honorary member 
of the “Tallman Aerobic soci-
ety” and receive a button.

Wednesday’s concert 
will kick off the season-long 
theme, “The Virtuoso Organ-
ist.” 

Jacobsen said that these 
concerts will feature music 
from a different part of the 
world each week in an effort 
to showcase the massey or-
gan’s abilities. However, the 
first concert will feature mu-
sic that Jacobsen closely as-
sociates with that particular 
instrument rather than any 
particular place.

Pieces to be played include 
charles-marie Widor’s “Toc-
cata,” “Toccata and Fugue” 
by Johann sebastian Bach, 

and “sunshine Toccata” by 
Firmin swinnen. 

The Tallman Organ is 
a mechanical instrument, 
which means there is a me-
chanical linkage between 
each key or pedal pressed by 
the organist and the trackers, 
or valves, that allow air to re-
lease from the organ’s pipes, 
producing sound. 

Jacobsen said the Tall-
man organ was constructed 
in 1893 for the First Baptist 
church in Nyack, New York. 
it came to reside in the Hall of 
christ in 2000.

The experience of playing 
the Tallman Organ reminds 
him of chamber music, Jacob-
sen said.

“chamber music is a 
handful of people who get 
together to jam and have a 
good time, and that’s how i 
feel when i play the Tracker 
Organ,” Jacobsen said. “it’s 
just me and a small group of 
pipes jamming and having a 
good time.” 

in contrast, the massey Or-
gan is an electro-pneumatic 
action organ, which employs 
a computer system that forms 
an electronic link between 
the organ’s control panel and 

the pipes. This eliminates the 
need for a human-powered 
pump like the one required 
by the Tallman Organ.

“People always say that [an 
organ concert in] the Amp is 
a visceral experience because 
the massey Organ instrument 
is built into a wooden frame, 
and that wooden frame is 
bolted into the wooden frame 
of the Amp,” Jacobsen said. 
“Because the seats are also 
wooden, you can actually feel 
the organ music coming up 
out of the floor and feel the 

air vibrating around you.”
The massey Organ was 

donated to the institution in 
1907, and the instrument was 
fully renovated for the 1993 
season. in addition to the 
weekly concerts, the instru-
ment contributes to various 
other programming in the 
Amp, including sacred song 
services, Old First Night and, 
occasionally, chautauqua 
symphony Orchestra and 
music school Festival Or-
chestra performances.

“[Playing the massey Or-

gan is] a more dramatic ex-
perience,” Jacobsen said. “it’s 
almost larger than life.” 

Though Jacobsen has been 
experiencing this larger-
than-life music for nearly 20 
seasons, he has not forgotten 
his beginning.

“my job is to give them an 
experience that they can kind 
of only have at chautauqua,” 
Jacobsen said. “i feel called to 
do this because when i came as 
a little kid, someone gave me 
that experience. Now i’m hop-
ing to pass it on to the future.” 

Jacobsen returns to his ‘dream job’

Forty years ago, 22-year-
old civil rights worker Paul 
saltzman drove from his 
home in Toronto down to 
mississippi to volunteer 
with the student Nonvio-
lent coordinating com-
mittee. He was assigned to 
Greenwood, a city at the 
center of the civil Rights 
movement, to help disad-
vantaged sharecroppers 
register to vote. A young 
member of the Ku Klux 
Klan assaulted him in front 
of the Greenwood court-
house. His attacker, Byron 
de la Beckwith Jr., was the 
son of the man convicted of 
murdering civil rights ac-
tivist medgar Evers.

Decades later, saltzman 
wanted to explore what had 
changed (or not changed) 
in the Deep south — and 
to meet with Beckwith. His 
interviews with the former 
Klan member, which span 
more than five years, are at 
the core of a documentary 
he released in 2007, “The 
Last White Knight: is Rec-
onciliation Possible?”

As chautauqua gath-
ers to examine “21st - cen-
tury Literacies: multiple 
Ways of making sense of 
the World,” saltzman’s ef-
forts to move communities 
forward by confronting 
America’s history of racism 
and racial violence are dev-
astatingly prescient.

This afternoon at 3:15 p.m., 
saltzman will introduce 
“The Last White Knight” and 
engage the community in a 
dialogue regarding the film’s 
themes in a special meet the 
Filmmaker event at chautau-
qua cinema.

saltzman is a two-time 
canadian Emmy Award-
winning film and TV di-
rector and producer, with 
more than 300 productions 
to his credit. His other films 
include “Prom Night in 
mississippi,” which fea-
tures morgan Freeman. 
He is also the founder and 
cEO of moving Beyond 
Prejudice, a nonprofit or-
ganization that works with 
students, educators and 
community groups. 

Saltzman to 
present civil 
rights doc 
at cinema
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Brancart to perform Piano Program Guest Faculty Recital
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 A  s long as god has disclosed god’s self, god’s 
oldest name has been refuge,” said the rev. 
Joel C. gregory at the 9:15 a.m. Monday morn-
ing worship service. His sermon title was “it’s 

About Time: last Minute Help,” and his text was Psalm 46.
There was an oil rig on the north Sea, built to withstand 

100-foot waves and 100 mph winds, gregory said. one 
day, a tanker came over the horizon and it was gone. Frank 
lloyd Wright built the imperial Hotel to withstand earth-
quakes. 

There are photos illustrating the destructive aftermath of 
an earthquake, but the hotel still stood.

“These architectural metaphors reflect the psalmists 
psychic confusion, personal displacement, yet god acted in 
a redeeming way. god is refuge,” he said. 

Verse 2 of the psalm describes the land opening up and 
hills moving toward the sea, “like a drunk lurching out of a 
tavern.” 

The psalmist was painting a picture of shaken-up land 
with no place to stand.

“This can happen personally and as a nation,” gregory 
said. “What happened in Charleston is shaking the nation. 
The first word of the psalm is not the covenant the name 
of god  — it is refuge, or as Martin luther said, a mighty 
fortress. But a fortress is no good if you can’t reach it. god is 
found between the straits, in the Scylla and Charybdis. 

“god delights to let himself be found at rock Avenue and 
Hard Place Boulevard.”

gregory said there are more than 800 names for fear, 
from agoraphobia to “homolophobia” — fear of sermons. 

“St. Paul said that god has not given us the spirit of fear 
but the spirit of love, power and a sound mind,” he said. 
“When we wait a week for a medical diagnosis, we do not 
have a spirit of fear. When we have lost a partner of 50 
years, and we hear new sounds in the night that were never 
there before, we do not have a spirit of fear.”

There is a change of scene in verse four of the psalm. 
“The psalmist is by a river that runs deep and is fed 

by streams that make glad the City of god,” gregory 
said. “There is a suggestion that god’s power is not noisy 

power but quiet power. 
Human power is noisy 
— the sound of a rocket 
taking off from the coast of 
Florida or a gunshot. god’s 
power is quiet.

“This morning, the sun 
came out and shone in a 
nursery on a baby and did 
not wake it,” he continued. 
“Yet the sun is lifting tons 
of water from the Atlantic 
and rain will fall. i am im-
pressed with these verdant 
grounds. 

“i come from Texas and all we have are wanna-be 
trees. The sun was striking the trees, making chloro-
phyll, but no one at the breakfast table said ‘i heard the 
sun striking the chlorophyll.’ ”

When does god’s help come? it comes in the fourth 
watch of the night, just before dawn, he said. 

The hardest watch is the fourth watch, between three in 
the morning and dawn. Human metabolism is at its low-
est. 

“If God’s help came in the first watch, I would say how 
clever i am,” gregory said. “if it came in the second watch, 
i would say what a great network i have. But in the fourth 
watch i know it must be god.” 

He told a story from Watchman nee, the 20th- century 
autodidactic Chinese Christian. nee was swimming with a 
group of men and one of them began to drown. 

The best swimmer in the group sat on a rock and did 
nothing until the very last minute. 

Just as it looked like the man would drown, the good 
swimmer dove into the water and rescued him. His 
companions were angry and wanted to know why he 
did not act sooner. 

The man said, “if i had jumped in sooner his rigidity 
would have drowned both of us. When he went limp, i 
could safely approach him.”

“god wants us to be limp,” gregory said. “otherwise we 
are in danger of hugging ourselves to death — self hug-u-
lation.”

in verse 10, god speaks and says “be still and know that 
i am god.” 

gregory said that we have a lot of metaphors with hands 
— throw up our hands, out of hand, a real handful. 

“But when god speaks he wants us to let our hands hang 
down and be still,” he said.

Human beings are like the rooster who crowed when 
the sun came up but presumed the sun came up because he 
crowed, gregory said.

“We need to hear the words of the psalmist. god says to 
us, ‘be still and know that i am god,’ ” he said. “The lord 
of hosts is with us, the god of Jacob is our refuge. i would 
have prefered the psalmist said the god of Abraham, the 
father of three religions, or the god of Moses who brought 
the law down from the mountain. 

“But it is the god of Jacob, the schemer and scammer, 
who meets us at the last moment. if god is the refuge of 
Jacob, maybe there is hope for me.”

The Rev. Robert M. Franklin, Jr. presided. The Rev. George 
Wirth, retired Presbyterian minister and a consultant to the 
Cousins Family Foundation, read the Scripture. The Chautauqua 
Choir sang “With a Voice of Singing” by Martin Shaw. Jared Ja-
cobsen, organist and coordinator of worship, directed the choir. The 
Geraldine M. and Frank E. McElree Jr. Chaplaincy Fund provides 
support for this week’s services.

let your hands hang down and be still

Editors’ Note: Jake Zuckerman is the 2015 Interfaith Lecture 
coverage reporter for the Daily. Part of his beat, including attend-
ing and writing about each 2 p.m. lecture, is the Mystic Heart Com-
munity Meditation Program. Zuckerman will attend Mystic Heart 
meditation every Monday and share his experiences in the follow-
ing day’s Daily.

jake zuckerman
Staff Writer

Kicking off the season’s 
Mystic Heart Community 
Mediation Program, Paul 
Lukasik is offering classes 
in Vipassana Meditation 
at 7:15 a.m. every morning 
this week in the conference 
room at the Main gate. 

Coming in, i had no idea 
what to expect.

Descending from Bud-
dhist traditions, Vipas-
sana focuses on engaging 
its practitioners in aware-
ness of both mind and 

body. Despite its origins, 
Mystic Heart coordinators 
selected the practice for its 
ecumenical nature and its 
accessibility to first-time 
meditators.

“What we’re trying to 
cultivate is the shared spiri-
tual values among all the 
traditions,” lukasik said. 
“And really, to come to-
gether in this contempla-
tive way to do our spiritual 
practice, regardless of the 
religious tradition.”

raised in a secular 
household that put its 
emphasis on skepticism 

bordering on cynicism — 
above all other “isms,” — i 
felt unsure walking in, de-
spite lukasik’s welcoming 
presence. He radiates be-
nevolence, yet all i could do 
was worry about just how 
“out-there” the session was 
to become.

The class began as i’d 
have expected any medi-
tation session to begin: 
roughly 30 practitioners 
filtered in slowly as lu-
kasik played a recording 
from his iPhone of a Ti-
betan monk chanting to his 
llamas, accompanied by 
one of his students playing 
piano.

As the song ended, lu-
kasik introduced himself 
and the practice, as well as 
a bell he would use to sig-
nal the start and end of the 
meditation.

Despite all my cynicism, 
what i took from the session 
is exactly what both luka-
sik and Subagh Khalsa, co-
director of Mystic Heart, 
promised.

“We want people to come 
together and realize that 

the practice is universal be-
cause humans are univer-
sal,” Khalsa said. “We share 
more at the soul level and 
spirit level than we tend to 
recognize.”

As per lukasik’s advice 
to begin the class, despite 
all my preconceptions, the 
process was just a time to 
turn off devices, close one’s 
eyes and take a few minutes 
out of the day to reflect on 
the smaller aspects of be-
ing that are often put to the 
side.

it teaches a person to 
look inside and pay atten-
tion to these marginalized 
sensations: the thump-
thump of a slowly beating 
heart, the throbbing ache 
from a stiff or damaged 
joint, or even the way a 
hand sits, resting upon the 

legs. As the week contin-
ues, lukasik plans to use 
each session to guide par-
ticipants to mindfulness 
in different aspects of the 
mind, body and soul.

As lukasik rang the bell 
to signal the meditation’s 
end, i was left with a feel-
ing of inner tranquility and 
reinvigoration despite the 
early hour. My worry about 
the presence of religion 
in the session was an un-
founded fear. 

Despite the Buddhist 
roots of the practice, it was 
little more than 40 minutes 
of steady breathing, closed 
eyes and clear minds — 
something all faiths can ap-
preciate.

As lukasik said, “What’s 
Christian about the 
breath?”

Vipassana Meditation: A FirsthAnd Account

“

Column by marY Lee TaLBOT

Morning Worship

We want people to 
come together and 
realize that the practice 
is universal because 
humans are universal.”

—subagh KhaLsa
Co-director of the Mystic Heart 

Community Meditation Program

Saalik khan | Staff Photographer
Paul Lukasik, Week One teacher-in-residence with the Mystic Heart Community Meditation Program, leads his first Vipassana Meditation session of the week at the Main Gate Welcome Center Monday.

God delights to let 
himself be found at 
Rock Avenue and 
Hard Place boulevard.”

— the Rev. JOeL C. gRegORY
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Q: Can we talk about the 
hopefulness of tech-

nology for a second? One of 
the things that you were talk-
ing about in your dinner last 
night with Nancy [Gibbs] and 
[Nancy’s daughter] Charlotte 
is how much smarter Char-
lotte was than everybody else 
in the room. Apart from the 
DNA and the privilege of edu-
cation, is there an advantage 
this generation has due to the 
technology available to it to 
siphon through the noise and 
find the lessons that can con-
stitute wisdom?

A: Absolutely. I am glad you 
asked that. I am incredibly 

hopeful about the experience 

that the young people are go-
ing to have as they grapple with 
all the historic problems that we 
leave for them. In historic terms, 
the change, as I suggested, that 
is being wreaked on the human 
way of thinking and communi-
cating by technology, is proba-
bly unprecedented. You hate to 
say “historically unprecedent-
ed” as we circle around the pole 
where we are a foot from pass-
ing Gutenberg and the printing 
press and then another layer 
out there is, maybe, the inven-
tion of writing. These are events 
that utterly transformed human 
society and the way people live. 
I think that globalization events 
and unlimited communication 
is going to be that transforma-
tion. For me, it has arrived as an 
existential threat. I perceived 
the Internet as being personally 
targeted at putting my family 
and me in the streets, hungry 
and unclothed. From the mo-
ment it came along, I saw noth-

ing good about it, but obviously 
that is not a winning point of 
view. The winning point of view 
is to understand that technol-
ogy is going to democratize 
knowledge. It is going to de-
mocratize communication. It’s 
going to let everybody follow 
their dreams and the people 
with a positive, creative, en-
trepreneurial, questing dreams 
are going to achieve amaz-
ing things. I would love to be a 
young journalist starting out — 
not afraid of the technology but 
liberated by its possibilities that 
we never even imagined. Unfor-
tunately, it’s also going to de-
mocratize those tools for peo-
ple whose dreams are violent, 
whose dreams are destructive, 
nihilistic, and we are seeing that 
as well. But I come down on the 
side of hope because that is the 
best place to be.

—Transcribed by 
Ishani Chatterji

sAm flyNN
Staff Writer

Envision a stake held firm 
in the ground. A long, elas-
tic rope extends out from it, 
tied around a person. As that 
person walks forward, they 
are inextricably held in a 
cycle by the rope. The person 
does not move forward, but 
instead orbits the stake, the 
fixed point of all history. The 
fixed point is human nature. 

That’s the analogy David 
Von Drehle, editor-at-large 
of Time, used to counter the 
traditional image of climb-
ing up the mountain of prog-
ress during the first morning 
lecture of the season at 10:45 
a.m. Monday, titled “History, 
Her-story, Our-story.” In it, 
he detailed how to maintain 
literacy and view human his-
tory in the information age. 

“Human nature doesn’t 
change,” Von Drehle said. 
“Facts and possibilities are 
opened by our imagina-
tion, our kindness, our love 
for one another. But we also 
have hubris, pride, greed, re-
sentment, tribalism and fear 
that hold us back and hold 
us to that point and send us 
through the same lessons, 
over and over again.”

He avoided the phrase 
“Those who do not learn 
from history are condemned 
to repeat it”; rather, quoting 
Time managing editor Nan-
cy Gibbs, Von Drehle said 
“history doesn’t repeat, but 
sometimes it rhymes.”

Von Drehle got his start 
in journalism as a sports 
writer for The Denver Post. 
He received his B.A. from 
the University of Denver and 
later earned a master’s de-
gree from Oxford University, 
something he humorously 
downplayed because al-
though he studied  T.S. Eliot 
for two years, his degree was 
bequeathed on the condition 
he “desist in further studies.” 
Before coming to Time, he 
worked at The Miami Herald 
and The Washington Post. 

Von Drehle focused on the 
Week One theme of “21st-
Century Literacies: Multiple 
Ways to Make Sense of the 
World” by speaking on the 
effect democratization of in-
formation has had on news 
consumption. He witnessed 
firsthand the transformation 
of news literacy over his 40 
years as a news writer. 

“I think we’re encouraged 
to think of literacy as a test 
we pass in life,” he said. “Lit-
eracy is [no longer] an end 
state. Literacy in the 21st cen-
tury is a state of mind and 
approach.”

Old views of literacy 
are simply inapplicable in 
a modern age, Von Drehle 
said. 

“Literacy used to mean 
knowing everything there 
was to know, but in the cur-
rent day, it is simple to find 
news on almost any topic 
imaginable,” he said. “The 

more valuable skill is deci-
phering the truth behind 
the news.”

He cited overwhelming 
statistics of Internet use. 
Seventy-two hours of con-
tent uploaded to YouTube 
every minute. Every day, 70 
billion images are uploaded 
to Instagram and 500 mil-
lion tweets are sent. To read 
every page of information on 
the Web, one would have to 
read 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, for 90,000 years.  

With such an overflow, 
Von Drehle asked, “Who 
says what’s best? Who de-
cides history?” 

The academic approach 
to history, he said, has been 
to splinter it. He cited stu-
dent essays and disserta-
tions as examples of the 
increased specificity: “From 
Lineage Organization to 
Lineage Net: The Post Cul-
tural Revolution Reimag-
ining of Chinese Lineage 
Community” by David 
Bean and “Medicine on 
Trial: Professional Expertise 
and Medical Malpractice in 
Republican China 1912-1937” 
by Ryan McGivern Rossner.

These are not ways to un-
derstand history, he said, at 
least not in the way historical 
literacy requires.

History is large, com-
plex, and not very nice, Von 
Drehle said, and has a habit 
of “resolving the easy stuff 
and leaving the hard stuff 
for us.”

But there are ways for hu-
manity to be literate in this 
new age. Von Drehle told 
the story of his grandfather, 
George T. Love, a railroad 
master who participated 
in the both World War I 
and World War II. After the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor, he 
volunteered for service and 
was placed with other rail-
way masters to rebuild Euro-
pean transportation, ensur-
ing food and supplies could 
begin to flow again. 

“After the troops invaded, 
they followed,” he said. 

In this way, Europe healed 
faster once the war had ended. 

But, he said, this is not of-
ten the case, drawing the ex-
ample of the 2003 U.S. inva-
sion of Iraq, which toppled 
dictator Saddam Hussein, 
but left a power vacuum 
that led to what he termed 
“the ISIS problem.”

Another example he cit-
ed was this month’s tragic 
church shooting in Charles-
ton, South Carolina. The 
power of the victims’ fami-
lies’ forgiveness, he said, 
led to the groundswell of 
support in removing the 
Confederate flag from state 
houses across the South. But 
it was only after over a cen-
tury of Southern pride hold-
ing the flag up as a symbol 
not of racial hatred, but of 
heritage. 

“You know, oppression 
doesn’t only hurt the op-

pressed, it degrades oppres-
sor as well,” Von Drehle said. 
“Instead of recovering, the 
South wallowed.” 

The cost of Jim Crow was 
over a century of economic 
depression in the 11 South-
ern states of that had formed 
the Confederacy. It wasn’t 
until the “breath of freedom 
blown in by the Civil Rights 
movement” did segregation 
and the apartheid state fall 
away, paving the way for 
thriving Southern metropo-
lises like Dallas, Atlanta, Mi-
ami and many others.   

“We can’t look, in the 21st 
century, to history for an-
swers,” Von Drehle said. “As 
often as it hands us answers, 
it’s going to hand us prob-
lems. But in history, we can 
find the spirit of forgiveness, 
determination, hope and 
most of all, humility. T.S. Eliot 
said ‘Don’t let me hear of the 
wisdom of old men. But rath-
er of their folly.’ The only wis-
dom we can hope to acquire 
is the wisdom of humility.”

Von Drehle: ‘News literacy is a state of mind’

Joshua Boucher | Staff Photographer
David Von Drehle, editor-at-large for Time magazine, delivers the first morning lecture of the season at 10:45 a.m. Monday in the 
Amphitheater. Von Drehle spoke to the topic of “History, Her-story, Our-story.” 

Editor’s note: This Q&A has 
been edited for clarity and length.
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C L A S S I F I E D
BOAT STORAGE

DOck SpAcE available off of 
Hurst. Anytime June-September. 
410-725-0933

BOAT RENTALS
Power, Pontoon, Kayak and 
Fishing Boat Rentals. Chautauqua 
Marina 716.753.3913. www. 
ChautauquaMarina.com  Fun in 
the sun! 

FOR RENT
cANcELLATION 4 Bdrm. 2 1/2 
Baths.  Weeks 6,7,8 & 9 now 
available. Call 724-462-1123 
bradwill2b@comcast.Net” 
LAST mIN AvAIL - Wk. 2:  24 
Vincent Ave. Renovated 5BR 
5BA   $3500 (Reg $5300) incl. 
Gate Pass and pkg.  To see call 
704 564 2408
m O D E R N  T O w N h O u S E 
Overlook condominium with 
assigned parking space, 3/B, 
2Ba, full kitchen, living/dining 
area, catherdral ceiling, stereo, 
CD player, covered back patio 
overlooks park, cable TV, WiFi, 
washer/dryer, central A/C, sleeps 
6; weeks available 3, 5, 8, 9
ThE “LEwIS mILLER cOTTAGE” 
sleeps 6, large living room/gar-
den, view of the lake through 
Miller Park. $5900/week, $4,400 
for week 9. Avail. 2,6,8 & 9. See 
in the Accomidation section of 
ciweb.org.  Contact info: 412-
996-3856 or chqrent@gmail.com

FOR RENT
10 NORTh TERRAcE apartment 
with 6 Bd/2 Ba, located near the 
plaza. Week 7-$1600, Week 
8-$1800, Week 9-$1600. Contact 
info: 412-996-3856 or chqrent@
gmail.com
2B/2B - A/c, parking avail 1-2-3-
4 or a 2b/1b parking avai l 
1,2,3,4,5,8 both sleep six on 
north end.  440-759-0069’
wEEk 9, 4 wARREN uNIT A, 
Sleeps 4, 2 BR/2 BA 1st floor 
condo, overlooking Lincoln Park, 
1.5 blocks from Amp, AC, W/D, 
Wi-Fi, cable TV, gas grill, porch, 
no smoking/ pets, new 2006.  
Contact Neal Rhoads 717-903-
4803 or ndrhoads2@aol.com.
105 mINA EDISON 3 Bedrooms,2 
bath house central air- condition-
ing parking washer/dryer patio 
and porch $2,500 per week for 
seasonal renter or minimum of 4 
weeks contact Mapleinn@fair-
point.net or 716-357-4583”

FOR SALE
BRAND NEw RGc Hydraulic 
Boat Lift. Never used, 4000 lb lift-
ing capacity, remote control, 
Solar battery, 26 Ft canopy. 716-
397-7680
cApE cOD BuLLSEyE -- 1957 
classic Herreshoff design, 15.9 
foot sailboat with keel, trailer, 
motor. $3900. Call 216-536-4399

hAppy ADS
BOAT RENTAL-Fun in the Sun! 
RENT ME! Pontoon, Power 
Boats,  and more!.  Chautauqua 
Mar ina 716.753.3913.  Ful l 
Service Marina.

hELp wANTED
Someone to iron personal cloth-
ing eg: shirt,pants etc Weekly for 
the Chautauqua season Call  
716-357-3417”

SERvIcES
READING SERvIcES pROvIDED: 
Enrichment, Summer Reading 
Support, Dyslexia Services.  
Available by the week, month, or 
season. Credentialed profession-
al. Catherine Doyle.  216-496-
0203

2016 Season
cOLLINGwOOD ApARTmENTS 
11 Foster, Halfway between 
Amphitheater and HOP.  One BR 
apartments- various weeks open 
( $ 11 7 5 - $ 1 2 7 5 )  Tw o  B R 
Apartments.  All weeks available. 
carolcollins53@gmail.com or 
716-570-4283

Abrahamic Program                
for Young Adults

APYA hosts “Sacred 
Speech: Vocabulary for 21st 
Century Religion” at 7:30 
p.m. today on the steps of 
Hurlbut Church. All young 
adults are welcome.

Baptist House

All are welcome to attend 
the 3:15 p.m. social hour 
today in Baptist House. 
Chautauquan and faculty 
member at the University 
of Pittsburgh, Barbara Hois 
presents a program of mu-
sic for the flute. Members 
of First Baptist Church, 
Falconer, provide refresh-
ments.

Blessing and Healing              
Daily Service

Daily Service sponsored 
by the Department of Reli-
gion, the Service of Blessing 
and Healing takes place at 
10:15 a.m. every weekday in 
the Randell Chapel of the 
United Church of Christ 
headquarters. 

Catholic Community

Daily Mass is at 8:45 a.m. 
and 12:10 p.m. weekdays in 
the Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd.

The social hour is at 3:15 
p.m. today in the Catholic 
House. Hostesses are chair 
Cherie Anderson assisted 
by Frances D’Angelo, Mary 
Short, Kathy Nicastro, Sue 
Pollino, Diana Ward, and 
Marguerite Rammacher.

Chabad Lubavitch 

Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin 
leads discussions in Every-
day Ethics from 9:15 to 10:15 
a.m. today in the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall. 
These discussions explore 
practical issues through the 
lens of Jewish Law.

Rabbi Vilenkin teaches 
a class in The Art of Prayer 
from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m., 
Wednesday in the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall. 
This class explores the ori-
gins of the Jewish system of 
prayer, their substance, and 
the evolution of the syna-
gogue.

Join us for Shabbat at the 
Athenaeum Hotel at 6:30 
p.m. Friday. For reserva-
tions email rabbi@cocweb.org 
or call 716-357-3467 or 917-
364-1013. The cost is $36 for 
adults and $18 for youth.

Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Holy Eucharist is cel-
ebrated at 7:45 a.m. week-
days in the chapel.

Chautauqua Dialogue

Chautauqua Dialogues 
provides an opportunity 
for Chautauquans to partic-
ipate in small-group discus-

sions based on the 2 p.m. In-
terfaith Lectures sponsored 
by the Department of Reli-
gion at the Hall of Philoso-
phy. The groups meet from 
3:30 to 5 p.m. Friday at vari-
ous venues. Signups to par-
ticipate in one of these fa-
cilitated group discussions 
are immediately before 
or after the 2 p.m. lecture 
at the Hall of Philosophy 
Tuesday through Thursday. 
Group size is limited. This 
activity is sponsored by the 
Department of Religion.

Christian Science House

The social hour is at 3 
p.m. today on the porch.

The Wednesday Evening 
Testimony Meeting is at 7 
p.m. in the chapel. Reading 
of selections from the Bible 
and Christian Science text-
book is followed by mem-
bers of the congregation 
sharing examples of ways 
the study of Christian Sci-
ence has helped them in 
their everyday lives.

All are welcome to use 
our study room 24/7 to 
study this week’s Bible les-
son, God and to read our 
current and archived copies 
of Christian Science period-
icals and use our computer 
based church resources.

Disciples of Christ

George Wolfe, author of 
Meditations on Mystery: Sci-
ence, Paradox and Contempla-
tive Spirituality, discusses 
the concepts of paradox 
and mystery which lie at 
the heart of both modern 
scientific thought and con-
templative spirituality at 
the 3:15 p.m. social hour 
today at the Disciples of 
Christ House. Friends from 
Community United Chris-
tian Church (DOC), Erie, 
Pennsylvania, host the so-
cial hour.

ECOC

All are invited to enjoy 
cookies and lemonade at 
3:15 p.m. today under the 
tree in front of the ECOC 
building on Roberts. Tours 
of our three houses are 
available.

Episcopal Cottage

Meet the Revs. Susan 
and Eric Williams at the 
3:15 p.m. social hour today 
hosted by St. Paul’s Church, 

Mayville. 
The Willamses will lead 

a Bible Study at 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday morning on the 
porch of the cottage. 

Everett Jewish Life Center    
at Chautauqua

Rabbi Rosette Haim dis-
cusses “When Does Life Be-
gin and End? An Examina-
tion of Current Issues of Bio 
Ethics” at a Brown Bag talk 
from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. today 
at the EJLCC.

A repeat showing of Sun-
day’s film is at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at the EJLCC.

Hebrew Congregation

The Hebrew Congrega-
tion sponsors a program of 
conversations and refresh-
ments from 3:15 to 4:15 p.m. 
today at the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.

International Order of the 
King’s Daughters and Sons

A dessert reception is 
held at 6:30 p.m. today in 
the newly renovated Flor-
ence Hall, 6 Irving. The 
2015 Class of Chautauqua 
Scholars from Arizona, 
Mississippi, Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia, Texas, Hun-
gary and Lebanon will be 
introduced. Please come 
and welcome these young 
adults to Chautauqua. For 
information, contact Vicki 
Carter, CHQScholars direc-
tor at CHQScholars@gmail.
com or call 716-357-4951 to 
leave a message.

Lutheran House

Janet Enders from Green-
burg, Pennsylvania, discuss-
es the history of the house at 
the 3:15 p.m. social hour today 
at the Lutheran House. Mem-
bers of Lamb of God Church 
in Erie, Pennsylvania, serve 
Lutheran punch and birthday 
cake with ice cream.  We are 
celebrating our 125th year on 
the grounds and 90 years at 
our location. 

Metropolitan                      
Community Church

“Decoding the Letters 
LGBT and How the Groups 
Relate in Society” is the top-
ic of the Brown Bag at noon 
today in the Garden Room 
of the Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall.

The MCC Vespers service 
is 7 p.m. Wednesday in the 

UCC Chapel across from the 
Amphitheater.  

Presbyterian House

Presbyterian House wel-
comes Chautauquans to our 
porch for coffee, hot choco-
late and lemonade each 
day following the weekday 
morning worship and pre-
ceding the morning lecture.

Unitarian Universalist

All are welcome to the 
tea at 3:15 p.m. today at the 
Unitarian Universalist De-
nominational House. Join 
us for light refreshments 
and lively dialogue.

United Church of Christ

All are invited to the 
United Church of Christ 
Society’s weekly social 
hour at 3:15 p.m. today at 
the UCC headquarters. Re-
freshments are served to 
guests who gather for infor-
mal conversation, followed 
by a time to engage in con-
versation with the Rev. Jo-
seph Connolly at 3:50 p.m. 
Connolly will reflect on the 
work of a writer and how 
21st-century literacies can 
evoke a sense of worship 
and awe. 

United Methodist

All are welcome to stop by 
our porch for coffee between 
morning worship and the 
10:45 a.m. lecture.

Our chaplain’s chat is at 
noon today on the porch of 
the United Methodist House. 
The Rev. Colleen Preuninger 
leads the discussion on “Col-
lege Chaplaincy in the 21st 
Century.”

Our social hour is at 3:15 
p.m. today on the porch. 
Members of Edinboro United 
Methodist Church from Ed-
inboro, Pennsylvania, host.

The Rev. Carmen Perry, 
pastor of Hurlbut Memorial 
Community United Meth-
odist Church, leads a Bible 
study on “Conversations on 
The Letters to the Ephesians” 
at 7 p.m. today in the chapel.

Unity of Chautauqua

Unity holds a weekday 
morning Daily Word medi-
tation Monday through Fri-
day from 8 to 8:30 a.m. in 
the Hall of Missions.

The Rev. Susan EngPoole, 
the Rev. Jack Poole and the 
Rev. Doris Lewis present a 
Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living lecture titled “Arous-
ing Spirit Within to Deeper 
Understanding” at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Welcome 
Center meeting room.  Resi-
dents need their gate passes.

Women in Ministry

Women in Ministry meets 
at noon Wednesday in the 
Hall of Missions.

Interfaith News
Compiled by meg viehe

 » on the grounds

Back issues of The ChauTauquan Daily
if you would like any back issues of the daily from the 2013 
Season, please stop at the daily business office in logan Hall.

 » on the grounds

Motor Vehicles
Chautauqua is a walking 
community, and driving 
is limited to travel to 
and from the gate and 
designated parking 
spaces. To make the 
grounds safer and more 
enjoyable for pedestrians, 
there are certain 
restrictions on the use of 
motor vehicles. The speed 
limit for motor vehicles is 
12 mph. parking permits 
must be displayed and 
vehicles must be parked 
only in designated 
locations. motorcycles 
are not permitted on 
the grounds during the 
season.

Picnic areas
picnic tables are available 
at miller park near the 
miller bell Tower.

 » on the grounds
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T H E  A R T S

ABE KENMORE
Staff Writer

Visual Arts at Chau-
tauqua Institution is kick-
ing off its lecture series 
at 7 p.m. in the Hultquist 
Center, with a presenta-
tion from figurative painter 
Kyle Staver.

“I’m looking forward to 
being at Chautauqua,” said 
Staver, who is speaking at 
Chautauqua for the first 
time. “I’m from the North. 
I grew up on the lake, so 
[being at Chautauqua] is 
sweet.”

Among the topics Staver 
will address this evening is 
the difference between lin-
ear, linguistic thinking and 
visual, artistic thinking.

“If you get something 
from Ikea, you either look 
at the instructions or have at 
it,” she said. “And I have at 
it instantly, instructions be 
damned.”

Staver remembers when 
she realized this difference 
— a boarding school teach-
er told her she knew what 
was “wrong” with Staver: 
Staver was an artist. 

If not for that experience, 
Staver said she might have 
stayed in Minnesota and 
knit sweaters. 

Instead, she went to Yale 
for painting.

“Everyone has a language 
to communicate this strange 
thing called living a life,” 
she said. “[Painting] is how I 
communicate my very alive-
ness.”

The talk will not only 
focus on the theoretical, 
though — Staver also plans 
on bringing specific paint-
ings to discuss.

“Young painters are des-
perate to know how other 
people do paintings,” she 
said. “They are like raid-
ers.”

Staver herself raids his-
tory for inspiration, with 
many of her paintings 
bearing mythical or bib-
lical titles such as “Pro-
metheus,” “Diane & Ace-
ton,” or “Adam and Eve 
with Goats.”

“At the beginning, [the 
paintings] were person-

al stories, and I hoped it 
would go from private, per-
sonal to universal,” Staver 
said. “Now I go in reverse.”

Staver has also become 
well known for her explo-
rations of universal aspects 
of art in another, more un-
conventional way — daily 
Facebook posts. 

Every morning, she posts 
work from three often radi-
cally different artists who all 
address a similar theme.

One such collection she 
posted last week, titled 
“Trunk,” depicted three 
different styles of tree 
trunks painted by Charles 
Burchfield, John Constable 
and Vincent van Gogh, 
while others include string 
sculptures, prehistoric 
masks and other unique 
pieces of art.

“[The posts] cross gen-
der and generational lines. 
… It’s a big back and forth, 
like a dinner conversation,” 
Staver said. “Nothing is ever 
expired.”

Examining specific paint-
ings also gives Staver a 
chance to help young artists 
see their work more clearly. 
Looking at paintings, she 
said, is like anything else 
— the more a person does 
it, the better they get at it. 
The better they get at it, the 
more they can learn about 
their own work. She is par-
ticularly interested in help-
ing young artists learn how 
to look at their work.

“When you look at a 
painting, and you get stuck, 
that might be a problem in 
the structure of the paint-
ing,” Staver said. “The job 
of someone who comes into 
someone else’s studio is to 
see where you get stuck.”

Staver will be at Chau-
tauqua for the week, and 
may work through a few 
sticky places herself.

“When I’m at Chautau-
qua I’m going to be working 
watercolors … they help me 
figure out where I’m stuck,” 
she said. “I’d like to have a 
campfire at least one night 
— I’d like to paint a camp-
fire, but [Chautauqua] is not 
that kind of camp, is it?”

‘Communicating aliveness’:
Figurative painter Staver to 
open VACI lecture series

CTC’s  ‘Our Town’ leads Corsa and Bullock 
talk choices, characters, Wilder’s classic
ISHANI CHATTERJI
Staff Writer

Chautauqua Theater 
Company opens its first play 
of the season, Our Town, on 
Saturday. CTC’s conserva-
tory actors Audrey Corsa 
and Myles Bullock play leads 
Emily and George Gibbs.

“I see a lot of myself in the 
younger Emily,” Corsa said. 
“I often thought of Emily’s 
dilemma in the end and real-
ized that I would have done 
exactly what she did.”

Twenty-year-old Corsa is 
now entering her third year 
as a BFA student at Juilliard. 
She had jumped into the the-
ater bandwagon after per-
forming Howard Richardson 
and William Berney’s Dark of 
the Moon when she was 14 
years old.

Bullock, on the other hand, 
used to be a liberal arts major, 
but after playing the comic 
relief in Charles Fuller’s A 
Soldier’s Play for extra credit, 
he switched to acting. 

“All the success I had in 
the realm of what I was do-
ing [acting], I think it was 
the universe telling me that 

I should keep doing this and 
so I did,” he said. 

He is now entering his sec-
ond year at The University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill’s MFA Acting Program. 

Bullock said he finds a vast 
difference between the minds 
of George and himself. 

“We have been brought up 
in differing ways and have 
distinct circumstances,” he 
said. “I am constantly try-
ing to put myself in experi-
ences that I have no personal 
knowledge of.”

Both actors are keen on 
doing roles that require chal-
lenges and diversity.

“I want to explore the pos-
sibilities of the psychological 
intricacies of different char-
acters written by some great 
authors,” Corsa said.

Emily and George have 
a tragic ending. The final 
scenes of Our Town are an 
emotional whirlwind, not 
just for the audience but also 
for the actors on stage.

“The play does not give 
George any words,” Bullock 
said. “He does not speak the 
entire third act, but there is 

a big showing of emotion 
when he breaks down to-
wards the end.”

Playwright Thornton 
Wilder’s unique voice and at-
tention to detail about people 
and life is prevalent through 
the entire play. 

“A lot of people who have 
read Our Town feel like they 
cannot watch the ‘sappiness’ 
but they don’t realize pro-
found truths in the play,” 
Corsa said. “The whole con-
cept of time and of what 
Wilder does, and of what we 
are about to do on stage, is so 
true to real life.”

In their own lives, Corsa 

and Bullock have pieces of 
literature that have changed 
them for the better. Corsa 
cites Charlotte Brontë’s tragic 
romance Jane Eyre as her life-
changer. It’s her high school 
favorite. For Bullock, it’s 
American playwright Au-
gust Wilson and his Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Fences.

“Nobody wants a play 
about a perfect person,” Bull-
ock said. “The most interest-
ing plays are about flawed 
individuals and everybody 
in Wilson’s works are so 
beautifully and perfectly 
flawed. Their flaw is their 
perfection.”

At the beginning, [the paintings] 
were personal stories, and I hoped 
it would go from private, personal 
to universal. Now I go in reverse.”

—KYLE STAVER
Figurative painter

Provided Photo

Kyle Staver stands near two of her large-scale works.
RUBY WALLAU | Staff Photographer

Myles Bullock and Audrey Corsa play George and Emily in Chautauqua Theater Company’s production of Our Town. 

 » on the grounds

YOUTH SAFETY
In accordance with 
New York state law, 
Chautauqua-sponsored 
programs and activities for 
youth do not allow alcohol 
and other drugs, and 
teens under the influence 
are excluded. Behavioral 
problems may also incur 
penalties.



Ruby Wallau | Staff Photographer
Seen by reflection, Bob Bussell tunes the piano inside the Hall of Philosophy last Friday. Bussell has 
been tuning pianos for 34 years and is in his fourth season working for Chautauqua Institution. 
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Tu
TUESDAY
JUNE 30

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: Paul 
Lukasik (Vipassana/Mindfulness 
Meditation). Donation. Bring gate 
pass. Main Gate Welcome Center 
Conference Room

7:30 Bird Talk & Walk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Guided walk. Rain or shine. Bring 
binoculars. Meet at Smith Wilkes 
Hall entrance

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Sponsored by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:15 MORNING WORSHIP.  “Doing 
Time.” The Rev. Joel C. Gregory, 
professor of preaching, George 
W. Truett Theological Seminary, 
Baylor University. Amphitheater

9:15 Garden Walk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Sharon Reed, master gardener. 
Rain or shine. Meet at the lake 
side (back) of Smith Wilkes Hall

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 
“Everyday Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Library

9:30 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. “Imagine What You 
Know.” Roger Rosenblatt, 
distinguished professor of 
English and writing, Stony Brook 
University. Amphitheater

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) “Problems posed 
by non-native invasive species.” 
Jonathan Titus, biology professor, 
SUNY Fredonia. Smith Wilkes Hall 

12:15 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Writers’ 
Center.) “Lessons From the 
Masters.” Chard deNiord. 
Immediately followed by “Poetry 
on the Porch.” Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall porch

12:15  Tallman Tracker Organ Mini-
Concert. “Tracker Organ 101.” 
Jared Jacobsen, organist. Hall 
of Christ

12:15 (12:15–1:15) Brown Bag.
(Programmed by the Everett 
Jewish Life Center.) “When 
Does Life Begin and End? An 
Examination of Current Issues of 
Bio Ethics.” Rabbi Rosette Haim. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart 
Meditation Seminar. “Literacy of 
the Mind: Mindfulness Meditation 
and the Sayings of the Buddha.” 
Paul Lukasik (Vipassana/
Mindfulness Meditation). 
Donation. Hall of Missions 

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:00 (1–4) Duplicate Bridge. For men 
and women. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Fee. 
CWC House

1:00 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Sports Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Religious Literacy in a Christian 
(and Multireligious) Nation.” 
Stephen Prothero, professor of 
religion, Boston University. Hall of 
Philosophy

2:00 (2–3:30) Piano Master Class/
Lessons. (School of Music.) 
John Milbauer. Suggested fee. 
Sherwood-Marsh Studios

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:15 Meet the Filmmaker. “The Last 
White Knight: Is Reconciliation 
Even Possible?” Paul Saltzman, 
director and producer. Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

3:15 Social Hour at Denominational 
Houses.

3:15 Hebrew Congregation 
Conversation & Refreshments. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture 
Series. “The Chautauqua 
Movement: North, South, East and 
West.” Jon Schmitz, archivist and 
historian, Chautauqua Institution. 
Hall of Christ

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:00 Piano Guest Faculty Recital.  
School of Music. Evelyne 
Brancart. Fee. (Benefits the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall

4:15 Garden Walk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Joe 
McMaster. Meet at the lake side 
(back) of Smith Wilkes Hall

4:30 Knitting4Peace Workshop. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Methodist House Porch

5:00 (5–7) Chautauqua Connections 
Picnic. Opening picnic for 
sponsors and Instrumental, Voice, 
Piano and Dance students. Meal 
provided. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall 
lawn (if rain, Bellinger Hall South 
basement)

6:30    Meet the Chautauqua Scholars. 
(Hosted by The International Order 
of The King’s Daughters and Sons.)  
Florence Hall, 16 Irving Place

7:00 Visual Arts Lecture Series. Kyle 
Staver, figurative painter; 2015 
Guggenheim Foundation Award 
Winner. Hultquist Center

7:00 Bible Study. (Sponsored by the 
Department of Religion.) “Reflections 
on the Letter to the Ephesians.” The 
Rev. Carmen Perry, leader. United 
Methodist House

7:30    Sacred Speech: Vocabulary 
for 21st-Century Religion. 
(Programmed by the Abrahamic 
Program for Young Adults.) 
Hurlbut Church

8:15 SPECIAL. Live Taping of NPR’s 
“From the Top” with host 
Christopher O’Riley. (Community 
Appreciation Night.) Amphitheater

W
WEDNESDAY

JULy 1

CANADA DAy

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: Paul 
Lukasik (Vipassana/Mindfulness 
Meditation). Donation. Bring gate 
pass. Main Gate Welcome Center 
Conference Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Amphitheater Renewal Project 
Public Session: Structural 
History and Performance 
Experience. Hall of Christ

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Sponsored by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 Science Group Presentation. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) “It’s not just about 
monkeys: Evolution beyond Darwin.” 
John Mayfield. Hall of Christ

9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. “Waiting in the 
Desert.” The Rev. Joel C. Gregory, 
professor of preaching, George W. 
Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor 
University. Amphitheater

9:15  Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 
“The Art of Prayer.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Library

9:15    (9:15–10:45) Girls’ Morning Out: 
Coffee on the Porch. CWC House

9:30 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

9:30 Chautauqua Institution Trustees 
Porch Discussion. “Strategic 
Planning: Where Are We Now?” 
Tom Becker, president, Chautauqua 
Institution. Hultquist Center porch

10:00 Voice Master Class. (School of 
Music.) Marlena Malas. McKnight 
Hall

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Mae Jemison, former 
NASA astronaut; principal, 100 Year 
Starship Project. Amphitheater

12:00 Women in Ministry. Hall of Missions

12:15 Massey Organ Mini-Concert: “The 
Virtuoso Organist.” Jared Jacobsen, 
organist. Amphitheater

12:15 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

12:15 Brown Bag Book Review. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) Nina Walsh, Against 
Wind and Tide: Letters and Journals 
(1947–1955) by Anne Morrow 
Lindbergh. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall porch 

12:30 AA / Al-Anon Meeting. Hurlbut 
Church Parlor.

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:15 Language Hour. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
French, Spanish and German. CWC 
House

1:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Alumni 
Association Docent Tours of 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall and Pioneer Hall. 

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Jews and Judaism: Continuity 
and Diversity.” Marc Saperstein, 
principal emeritus and professor of 
Jewish history and homiletics, Leo 
Baeck College. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 (2–3:30) Piano Master Class. 
(School of Music.) Evelyne 
Brancart. Suggested fee. 
Sherwood-Marsh Studios

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

3:00 (3–5) Opening Reception. 
Gatherings: Contemporary Drawings. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center First 
Floor Gallery

3:00 (3–5) Opening Reception. From 
Clay to Table. Fowler-Kellogg Art 
Center Second Floor Gallery

3:30 Contemporary Issues 
Dialogues. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Mae Jemison, former NASA 
astronaut; principal, 100 Year 
Starship Project. CWC House

3:30 (3:30–5) Jewish Film Series. 
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.) Everett Jewish Life 
Center

3:30 Presentation. (Programmed by the 
Department of Education.) Ann Kowal 
Smith, executive director and founder, 
Books@Work. Hall of Philosophy

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:15 CLSC young Readers. The Right  
Word: Roget and His Thesaurus by 
Jen Bryant and Melissa Sweet. Smith 
Memorial Library

4:15 Bat Chat. (Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Caroline Van 
Kirk Bissell. Smith Wilkes Hall

4:45 Chautauqua Community Band 
Rehearsal. Jason Weintraub, 
conductor. Anyone who plays a 
band instrument is invited to join. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

4:45 (4:45–6:45) Music at Heirloom. 
Eldur & young Duo. Heirloom 
Restaurant at the Athenaeum Hotel

6:00 (6–8) Brick Walk Cafe Concerts. 
Steve Strickland Duo. Brick Walk 
Cafe 

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Bring gate pass. Main 
Gate Welcome Center Conference 
Room 

6:45 Eventide Travelogue. (Programmed 
by CLSC Alumni Association.) 
“Peru’s Rainforest.” Deborah Lanni. 
Donation. Hall of Christ

7:00 Christian Science Service. Christian 
Science Chapel

7:00 (7–7:45) LGBT Metropolitan 
Community Church Vespers.  
UCC Chapel

8:15 SPECIAL. An Evening Guitar Recital 
with Sharon Isbin. Amphitheater
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