
“Working in a fast-paced, diverse and professional newsroom, the way the Daily is run, prepared me 
for the real world. Instead of fact-checking or running errands, we were doing hands-on reporting, 
day in and day out.”   

—Beth Ann Downey
Deputy editor, JUMP Philly

2010 Chautauquan Daily reporter

The official daily newspaper of the Chautauqua Institution welcomes applications for 
summer 2015 internships. Applications will be accepted through March 31.

The Chautauquan Daily is a unique opportunity for writers to cover the fine and 
performing arts, prominent speakers who address major contemporary issues and 
nationally known theologians. Since 1876, the newspaper has served a community 
of critical and astute readers and has also functioned as the historical record for 
Chautauqua Institution. This is an ideal position for building a portfolio for future 
media-related careers. The prestige of Chautauqua Institution enhances the value of 
work published during the internship.

All reporting interns are considered full members of the newswriting staff. 
Beats include:

• Morning lecture platform  • Religion and ethics lecture series
• Opera    • Theater
• Symphony    • Chautauqua Music Festival
• Recreation    • Visual arts
• Dance    • Literary arts 
• Environmental issues

A summer reporting internship at Chautauqua is open to undergraduate and graduate 
students whose studies include journalism or mass communication, or experienced 
writers who are majoring in the arts. Candidates should have the initiative and work 
ethic to cover a beat with little prompting from the editor, as well as some experience 
in newswriting. They should have a good grasp of grammar and spelling. A 
knowledge of AP style is helpful. A background in music is beneficial for some beats. 

The summer 2015 internship runs from June 16 to Aug. 28. (Special arrangements 
can be made for successful candidates whose classes begin prior to Aug. 28.) The 
Daily is published six days a week. Interns receive a stipend and usually live in pre-
arranged housing on or near the Chautauqua Institution grounds. Financial assistance 
for housing is provided.  

For more information, contact Jordan Steves at 716-357-6434 or jsteves@ciweb.org.
To apply, send a cover letter, resume, the names of at least three references and 
samples of your writing to the email above or to Jordan Steves, Daily editor,  
PO Box 28, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, NY 14722.
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QUINN KELLEY
Staff Writer

Before one can 
understand privacy, 
he has to tackle an-
other issue — un-
derstanding whose 
privacy it is he is 
trying to under-
stand.

Rabbi Yehu-
dah Mirsky, who 
served as a special 
advisor in the Clin-
ton administration and who is now an as-
sociate professor of Near Eastern and Judaic 
studies at Brandeis University, will attempt 
to break down and understand the notion 
of the human being in this context in his In-
terfaith Lecture at 2 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy. Week Three’s theme is “The 
Ethical Tensions of Privacy vs. Interdepen-
dence.”

Mirsky sees the lecture, titled “Becom-
ing Ourselves: The Practice of Dignity in 
an Electronic Age,” as an invitation to lay 
out ways individuals and communities can 
think together about a sense of self that both 
evolves over time and evolves in individuals’ 
lives. Some dimensions of what it means to 
be a human being change over time, he said, 
while some stay the same.

“I think it’s worth thinking about,” he 
said. “What are some fundamental elements 
of the human condition that abide? What are 
some that change?”
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TODAY’S WEATHER THURSDAY
HIGH 76° LOW 60°
Rain: 0%
Sunrise: 5:50 a.m. Sunset: 8:56 p.m.

HIGH 72° LOW 56°
Rain: 40%
Sunset: 8:56 p.m.

HIGH 71° LOW  54°
Rain: 10%
Sunrise: 5:50 a.m. Sunset: 8:56 p.m.

The Daily’s website has been completely updated with a responsive design for enhanced viewing on all screen sizes, plus bigger photos and videos — check it out! www.chqdaily.com
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 See MIRSKY, Page 4  See YOUNG READERS, Page 4

EMMA FOEHRINGER MERCHANT | Staff Writer

J
on Wee and Owen Morse have been looking 

for “real” jobs for 26 years. In the meantime, 

they’ve traveled around the world as The 

Passing Zone, a comedy and juggling act. 

They’ll put on their new show, “Gravity Attacks,” at 

7:30 p.m. this evening in the Amphitheater as part of 

the Institution’s Family Entertainment Series.

“As the years go by, the show has always evolved and 

changed, and we added various new things onstage, so this 

is our latest incarnation of all of our best stuff ,” Wee said.

The duo fi rst met at a juggling convention in college. 

After fi nishing their degrees, they ditched any plans 

for traditional careers and joined together to create an 

act. Both Wee and Morse had performed as jugglers in 

the past, but when they united as partners, previous 

contacts brought them fi ve months of bookings solely 

based on trust of their skills. 

ZAINAB KANDEH
Staff Writer

Sticks and stones may break one’s bones, 
but words can give mighty blows to self-
esteem. In the case of R.J. Palacio’s protago-
nist, August, stares diminish self-worth, 
snickers pierce daggers into confi dence and 
alienation drives away any hope in experi-
encing true friendship.

Bullying is at the forefront of many con-
versations in American education, with 
many schools adopting “no tolerance” poli-
cies and conversations occurring among 
students on why intentionally shaming and 
harassing others is wrong and will no lon-
ger be accepted. 

At 4:15 p.m. to-
day in the lounge 
of the Pier Build-
ing, the CLSC 
Young Readers 
program will dis-
cuss  Palacio’s 
book, Wonder, 
with members of 
the Chautauqua 
Theater Company.

Reading the 
New York Times 
best-selling novel, 
the young book 
afi cionados take 
on the story of August, a conventional child 
with a facial deformity that opens him up 
to ridicule      — from his peers’ gawking eyes, 
gaping jaws and pointed fi ngers.

Palacio invites audiences to embark on 
August’s fi rst year of mainstream school — 
middle school at that — after years of home-
schooling. Wonder takes an honest look at 
how great of an impact kindness can have 
on not only those who receive it, but also 
those who deliver its gift unto others.

CTC artist associate Marlee Koenigsberg 
said that she and the actors of the company 
are delighted to converse with the young 
readers, not only about Wonder’s powerful 
themes, but also to share their own stories.

“What the actors and I are doing is explor-
ing moments in our own lives and in our own 
moments of history where we might have felt 
diff erent or were outside of a moment and 
we saw someone who was diff erent,” Koe-
nigsberg said. “There are beautiful messages 
in the story about kindness, and I think by 
inspiring those acts of kindness — no matter 
how big or small they might be — is a hope 
in sharing this material. The hope is to have 
these students, even if just for a moment, 
think about being kinder than necessary.”

Wonder not only gives audiences the op-
portunity to walk the halls with August 
and experience his trials and tribulations, 
but also to hear voices of August’s class-
mates and older sister, Olivia. With her 
book lined with precepts running the gam-
ut from Christina Aguilera’s “Beautiful” to 
Hamlet’s soliloquy and a special separate 
e-chapter from the bully’s perspective, Pa-
lacio hopes children and adults alike will 
use August’s story as a lesson in how to 
treat others.

“I hope that kids will come away with 
the idea that they are noticed; their ac-
tions are noted,” Palacio wrote on her 
website. “Maybe not immediately or di-
rectly or even in a way that seems obvi-
ous, but if they’re mean, someone suffers. 

Chautauqua Theater 
Company to join Young
Readers in bullying talk

THE PASSING ZONE

COMEDIC DUO KEEPS HUMOR IN 

THE AIR WITH JUGGLING ACT

 See PASSING ZONE, Page 4

WILL RUBIN
Staff Writer

When it comes 
to fi rsthand experi-
ence as a journal-
ist covering issues 
of privacy and the 
delicate process of 
deciding what’s fi t 
to print, few can 
match the resume 
of Jill Abramson.

The former executive editor of The New 
York Times, Abramson will off er her unique 
perspective on those issues at 10:45 a.m. to-
day in the Amphitheater.

Having served previously as chief of the 
Times’ Washington Bureau and as an in-
vestigative reporter for The Wall Street Jour-
nal, Abramson was involved in coverage of 
the Pentagon Papers, Julian Assange and 
Wikileaks, as well as the ongoing saga of 
Edward Snowden and the National Security 
Agency.

To her, investigating and exposing gov-
ernment actions isn’t a question of “should,” 
but one of “how.”

“It’s a question of informing the pub-
lic on very important national security 
programs that were carried on largely in 
secret,” she said. “[The NSA] impacts the 
lives of virtually everybody in this coun-
try, given the massive amounts of data col-
lected. I think the journalism based on the 
documents is just part of the function of a 
free press.”

ABRAMSON

MIRSKY

Group discussion 
of ‘Wonder’ to 
refl ect on themes

Mirsky to advise 
‘practicing dignity’ 
in modern age
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TODAY’S WEATHER THURSDAY
HIGH 77° LOW 59°
Rain: 30%
Sunrise: 6:11 a.m. Sunset: 8:37 p.m.

HIGH 68° LOW 55°
Rain: 40%
Sunset: 8:39 p.m.

HIGH 72° LOW  55°
Rain: 40%
Sunrise: 6:10 a.m. Sunset: 8:38p.m.
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QUINN KELLEY
Staff Writer

In spite of being 
enslaved and mar-
ginalized, Afro-Bra-
zilians found ways 
to hold onto their 
humanity and cel-
ebrate their heritage.

Rachel Elizabeth 
Harding, assistant 
professor of indig-
enous spiritual traditions in the Depart-
ment of Ethnic Studies at the University 
of Colorado Denver, will explore one such 
way — through the religion Candomblé — 
in a lecture at 2 p.m. today in the Hall of 
Philosophy.

Harding’s lecture is titled “A Refuge in 
Thunder: Candomblé in Historical and Con-
temporary Context.” Week Six’s Interfaith 
Lecture theme is “Brazil: The Interplay of Re-
ligion and Culture.”

Candomblé, which was fi rst recognized in 
archival literature in the late 18th and early 
19th centuries, cultivates the natural elements 
of the universe, such as bodies of water, moun-
tains, wind and land, Harding said.

HARDING

Harding to speak on 
Candomblé in modern, 
historical context

SARA TOTH
Assistant Editor

America, Grover Norquist said, is in the 
midst of a “tortoise and the hare” challenge.

“We have long been so much more pow-
erful than potential challengers that we 
have rested on this advantage and failed to 
keep moving,” he said.

But the tides are turning, and Norquist 
said the United States can change the future 
by acting now.

Norquist and political scientist Geoff rey 
Kemp will discuss the topic “Can the U.S. 
Aff ord to be the World’s Sole Superpower?” 
at 3:30 p.m. today in the Hall of Philosophy.

The answer to that question isn’t simple, 
said Sherra Babcock, vice president and the 
Emily and Richard Smucker Chair for Edu-
cation, and she thinks the conversation be-
tween Norquist and Kemp will be “one of 
the more fascinating conversations we’re 
going to have this summer.”

Norquist is the founder of Americans 
for Tax Reform, and Kemp is the director of 
Regional Security Programs at the Center 
for the National Interest. Both have strong 
Chautauqua ties; Kemp has frequently lec-
tured at the Institution in the past, and 
Norquist is a Chautauquan. Kemp said 
they’ve crossed paths several times on the 
grounds, and see each other frequently in 
Washington, D.C. They both work with the 
Center for the National Interest.

“It was agreed that it would 
be very good to speak to a 
Chautauquan audience on the 
issue of which (Norquist) is one 
of the world’s leading experts: 
the American tax system and 
the economy, and how it relates 
to foreign policy, particularly 
Republican foreign policy,” 
Kemp said.

Norquist said he is looking 
forward to discussing present 
foreign policy challenges for 
the U.S.

“How can we reduce the 
cost in dollars, lives and dan-
ger of our past and present 
foreign policy decisions?” 
Norquist said. “The idea of a 
uni-power moment was more 
credible in the 1990s or 2000s. 
We have worked hard to unite a 
combination of potential and actual rivals/
enemies and our comparative advantage 
is much smaller today than it was 10 or 20 
years ago.”

The U.S. is still the most powerful econo-
my and military in the world, Norquist said. 
But while the U.S. is still the world’s only 
superpower, Kemp said, “we’re emerging 
from two extremely expensive, unpopular 
wars,” and the cost of those wars will be 
with Americans for years to come.

“We have a need to make sure our wound-

ed veterans, of which there are 
many, are well cared for, and we 
need to refurbish our armed forc-
es, which were depleted in terms 
of equipment,” Kemp said. “Irre-
spective of what the cost has been 
to date, there will be big costs in 
the future, just to put our house in 
order.”

On top of that, Kemp said, there 
are calls to put more military as-
sets in the Pacifi c, stabilize Asia, 
and address all the other world 
crises — in Syria, Iran, Libya and 
recently, Ukraine — that some ar-
gue demand a more assertive U.S. 
approach. And by and large, Kemp 
said, Americans are tired.

“You ask yourself, how much 
is enough?” he said.

How, Kemp asked, will the 
U.S. pay for everything, especially with 
mounting domestic issues that need ad-
dressed, like immigration reform, a failing 
education system, a crumbling infrastruc-
ture and the need for stronger veterans’ 
care?

“You have a Republican Party, and some 
Democrats, who really do not want to raise 
taxes,” he said. “Something has to give. Do 
we cut back on our commitments, lay low 
on domestic priorities, or heaven forbid, 

 See KEMP/NORQUIST, Page A4

Norquist, Kemp discuss U.S. role as superpower
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 See HARDING, Page A4

WILL RUBIN
Staff Writer

As the chief correspondent 
in Brazil for media corporation 
Thomson-Reuters, Brian Winter’s 
breadth of knowledge and experi-
ence stretches far beyond the hal-
lowed soccer pitch. 

At 10:45 a.m. today in the Am-
phitheater, Winter will share his thoughts 
on Brazil’s place in the modern world and 
whether the nation is capable of asserting it-
self as a force on the global stage. 

Since taking the position in São Paulo — 

Brazil’s largest city, boasting the 
world’s ninth-largest populace — 
Winter has covered events rang-
ing from last month’s World Cup 
to the Brazilian economy that he 
said is now stagnant. 

He’s also written two books on 
Brazilian aff airs: The Accidental 
President of Brazil: A Memoir, with 
former leader Fernando Henrique 

Cardoso, and Why Soccer Matters, in collabo-
ration with soccer legend Pelé. Why Soccer 
Matters is also the Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientifi c Circle selection for Week Six.

Brazil has all the ability in the world to 

gain a “power” label, Winter said, but it’s far 
from a done deal. 

“The country has made remarkable prog-
ress over the last 20 years,” Winter said. “It’s 
basically unrecognizable from what it was in 
the early 1990s. They aren’t retreating from 
those gains at the moment, but the aura of 
the last decade has faded a bit.”

One of the issues Winter plans to address 
during his lecture is what he sees as a per-
ception among American citizens that “ev-
erything south of the border is more or less 
the same.”

Winter has previously covered political and 
economic events in Mexico and Argentina, in-

cluding latter’s infamous stretch of fi ve diff er-
ent presidents over a period of just two weeks. 

“This is a part of the world that I’ve been 
in for the last 15 years,” he said. “There’s a 
huge diff erence between Argentina, Mexico, 
Brazil, you name it. Some people might fi g-
ure that Paraguay and Uruguay are almost 
sister countries, but that couldn’t be farther 
from the truth.”

Though he expresses a general sense of 
cautious optimism, Winter acknowledged 
that yes, there are still pockets of unrest in 
Brazil that are unfathomable in most other 
power states. 

 See WINTER, Page A4

Winter to explore Brazil’s growth potential in modern world

WINTER
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INNOVATION

Norquist, Kemp discuss U.S. role as superpower

INNOVATIONINNOVATION
CHAUTAUQUA DANCE PREPARES FOR A NIGHT OF

CORTNEY LINNECKE | Staff Writer

At a time when audiences, dancers and choreographers alike 
might be falling into the lull of Chautauqua’s mid-season slump, 
Chautauqua Dance’s “Innovations” night will attempt to shake off 
the last vestiges of dormancy.

At 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater, audiences will have 
the chance to witness the Charlotte Ballet push dance into an 
area of creative discomfort. The company hopes that they will 
metamorphose into the unexpected and the enlightened. 

 See INNOVATIONS, Page A5

QUINN KELLEY
Staff Writer

While others are often 
quick to dismiss New Age 
religions, Kelly E. Hayes 
is happy to step in and ex-
plore the stigmatized and 
marginalized.

Hayes, associate pro-
fessor of religious studies 
at Indiana University-In-
dianapolis, researched and wrote 
a book about a complex set of reli-

gious beliefs that most Bra-
zilians label “macumba,” 
or voodoo, and now she 
has directed her research 
to a religious movement 
called Valley of the Dawn. 
She will discuss the re-
ligion in a lecture titled 
“The Enchanted World of 
the Valley of the Dawn: 
Envisioning the New Age 

in Brazil” at 2 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy.

Week Six’s Interfaith Lecture 

theme is “Brazil: The Interplay of Re-
ligion and Culture.”

Hayes’ expertise is popular but 
stigmatized religions in Brazil — 
religions many scholars have been 
slow to focus on. Valley of the 
Dawn is comprised of infl uences 
from Christianity, Afro-Brazilians, 
Hinduism, a variety of esoteric tra-
ditions and a belief in extraterres-
trial life.

“It’s this incredibly complex 
conglomeration of a lot of ideas and 
practices that come from all over,” 

Hayes said. “In many ways, it’s a 
little microcosm of Brazil itself.”

Brazilians have a saying that 
they are “cultural cannibals,” Hayes 
said, and Valley of the Dawn is a 
prime example of this mentality.

“They sort of devour and digest 
all these diff erent infl uences from 
outside, while also mining their 
own cultural heritage, in order to 
produce something new and whol-
ly Brazilian,” she said.

Valley of the Dawn is an incred-
ibly visual religion, Hayes said, in 

which participants wear elaborate 
ritual vestments. The religion has 
garnered attention both in Brazil 
and internationally because it is 
colorful and unusual, and because 
its members believe in aliens.

“The religion not only has this 
complicated cosmology, but it has 
an incredibly unique aesthetic and 
visual sense,” she said. “The aes-
thetic is kind of kitschy. It’s kind 
of Legoland meets a miniature golf 
course.”

TODAY’S WEATHER WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
HIGH 72° LOW 58°
Rain: 20%
Sunrise: 6:09 a.m. Sunset: 8:39 p.m.

HIGH 73° LOW 57°
Rain: 40%
Sunset: 8:41 p.m.

HIGH 70° LOW  58°
Rain: 50%
Sunrise: 6:08 a.m. Sunset: 8:40 p.m.

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top sidebar of any page. www.chqdaily.com
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Six boys run the 50-meter dash during Track and Field Day at Boys’ and Girls’ Club on Thursday. The Daily’s recap will run in the Wednesday edition. KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer
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WILL RUBIN
Staff Writer

I 
t’s not often a concert 
features two veteran 
musicians where one 
has been performing 
longer than the other 
has been alive. 

At 8:15 p.m. tonight in the 
Amphitheater, music director 
candidate Maximiano Valdés 
will be leading the Chautau-
qua Symphony Orchestra for a program highlight-
ing an alumna of the Institution: soprano Leela 
Subramaniam. 

Subramaniam, 25, honed her vocal skills during 
the summers of 2010 to 2013 under the direction 

of Voice Program Chair Mar-
lena Malas. She holds an un-
dergraduate degree from the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles, and recently earned 
her master’s at the Manhattan 
School of Music. 

“It’s all very exciting being 
here,” she said. “I’m in the ho-
tel instead of the dorms, and 
I’m singing with the CSO. It’s 
defi nitely fair to call this whole 
experience full-circle.”

When she fi rst arrived at the Institution, Subra-
maniam by her own admission “had no idea what 
she was doing” when it came to the complex intrica-
cies of vocal performance. 

JESS MILLER
Staff Writer

Though Lou-
renço Bustani 
holds citizenship 
in two countries, 
founded a mul-
tinational con-
sulting company 
called Mandalah 
that represents 
corporations such as Gen-
eral Motors, was selected by 
Nike to help develop a strat-
egy for the 2014 World Cup, 
and will head cultural plan-
ning in Rio de Janeiro for 
the 2016 Olympic games, he 
insists he’s nothing special.

“What I’m trying to do 
is do well-intentioned work 
that, in some way, has a last-
ing impact,” he said. “But 
I’m not change. I’m con-
vinced of that. I’m just one 
person of all the people in 
diff erent industries, age 
groups and geographies 
that believes there’s a better 
way of living life.”

Bustani will present the 
second lecture of the week 
at 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater as part of 
Week Six’s theme, “Brazil: 
Rising Superpower.”

The 34-year-old was 
ranked No. 48 in Fast Com-
pany’s “100 Most Creative 
People of 2012.” He was 
born in New York City, re-
turned to Brazil when he 
was 13, went back to the 
States to attend University 
of Pennsylvania, and again 
returned to Brazil when he 
was 24 after having what he 
called an “existential crisis.” 

“I was trying to under-
stand what this is all about 
— why we’re here and 

what’s to be done 
while we’re here,” 
he said. “And I 
heard the calling to 
go back to the moth-
erland, connect with 
Brazil, make some 
roots there and start 
anew.”

Returning to his 
home country made 
him realize the po-

tential that Brazil had.
“This place is so raw in 

terms of new, distributive, 
innovative business models 
— new things, new ideas, 
new stimulus. And I want to 
do something here,” he said. 
“I can do something here 
that I could never dream of 
doing in the U.S.”

Bustani said that Bra-
zil is not lacking in talent, 
ambition or willing entre-
preneurs. The problems 
that plague the country, he 
said, are a combination of 
political climate, outdated 
tax laws, education defi cits, 
and above all, lack of ethical 
regulations.

“We’re just behind,” he 
said. “We’re just obsolete. 
There isn’t an ecosystem to 
foment innovation and for 
entrepreneurs to pursue a 
dream. You’re fi ghting an 
uphill battle.” 

He founded Mandalah 
in 2006 with the partial 
goal of inspiring other 
businesses to step up and 
harness Brazil’s “untapped 
potential.” He emphasized 
the role that business must 
play in creating a climate 
that is on par with 21st-cen-
tury values and the fi ght for 
equality.

BUSTANI

HAYES

Hayes to explore ‘enchanted world’ of Brazil’s Valley of the Dawn

See HAYES, Page 4

Bustani to discuss 
Brazil as rising 
business superpower

SYMPHONIC SPICE

VALDÉS SUBRAMANIAM

ROXANA POP | Daily fi le photo

Guest conductor Maximiano Valdés leads the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra on Aug. 8, 2013.

See CSO, Page 4 See BUSTANI, Page 4

Valdés, Subramaniam return to Chautauqua to join CSO tonight

It may not be Oprah’s Book Club, 
but the Chautauqua Literary 
and Scienti� c Circle has 
quite the following.

Weekend Edition, June 21 & 22, 2014 The Chautauquan Daily ·  www.chqdaily.com  Page C1

Sherra Babcock, vice president and Emily and 
Richard Smucker Chair for Education, said that while 
the CLSC is popular among Chautauquans, it also 
has infl uence outside Institution grounds. Babcock 
said that other book circles nationwide and world-
wide often use the CLSC’s list as their jumping-off  
point.

The CLSC’s annual selections can almost take on 
a life of their own. Babcock said that the CLSC books 
often become interconnected through the distinction 
of being a CLSC selection. This can easily be seen on 
Amazon: look up any of the books selected for the 
CLSC this season, and at least one other book from 
the season will inevitably be “recommended” as well.

Conquering Amazon is no small feat, but the CLSC 
seems to have pulled it off .

Babcock said the fi rst element she looks for when 
creating the CLSC list is a simple but essential one: 
good writing.

“What I always hope that people get out of the 
CLSC list is a book list that you can trust,” Babcock 
said. Curating the list can be quite the task, however. 
“It’s a little bit like putting a puzzle together,” she 
continued, and part of that puzzle is fi tting the books 
into the vertical theme of the season.

The vertical theme serves as a kind of grand con-
nector that unites each book under a common — but 
broad — premise. This season’s theme is “exploration 
and discovery,” one that Babcock hopes will be ap-
parent in many ways, shapes and forms in the CLSC’s 
selections for the season. The theme is also one that 
aligns well with the July 26 inter-arts collaboration, 
Go West!, Babcock said.

Babcock said the vertical theme can help those 
participating in the CLSC off  the grounds think criti-
cally about what they’re reading. Questions such as, 
“What do these books have in common? Why was 
this book chosen? How does it relate to the theme?” 
can help readers both on and off  the grounds struc-
ture their thinking about the literature they are 
consuming.

The main goal of the vertical theme is to “in-
tentionally embrace a 
variety of genres and a 
variety of work,” Bab-
cock said. “It also keeps 
every book from being 
the same.”

“We’re very inten-
tional about having some 
history, some science, 
some poetry and some 
short works, like es-
says and short stories,” 
Babcock said. “And then, 
of course, fi ction is really 
popular.”

The broad spectrum 
for this season includes 
a memoir from Roger 
Rosenblatt about grow-
ing up in New York, 
a new novel from 
Chang-Rae Lee that focuses on a female fi sh-diver 
in a declining vision of America and a book on the 
importance of the Declaration of Independence by 
Danielle Allen. Allen’s book, titled Our Declaration, 
will be arriving hot off  the presses at Chautauqua — 
its release date is June 23.

Babcock said that it’s also helpful if the CLSC 
books can be connected at least “in some tangential 
way” to the theme of each week at the Institution. 
This led Babcock to choose soccer legend Pelé’s Why 
Soccer Matters as the book for Week Six, which fo-
cuses on Brazil as a rising superpower. 

“Of course the book tells us a lot about soccer, but 
if you read it, it actually tells you a lot about Brazil as 
well,” Babcock said. “He talks about how the game 
and the culture are intertwined.”

While the books themselves are important, so are the 
writers. Babcock said having the writers attend Chau-
tauqua can amplify and personalize the experience. 

“We want a person who can acquaint us with the 
writing and their writing process and the content of 
the book as well,” Babcock said. For the most part, 
writers seem eager to attend and speak about their 
work. One notable exception is Fyodor Dostoevsky, 
author of last year’s selection Crime and Punishment. 
Dostoevsky’s death in 1881 prevented him from visit-
ing in Chautauqua in 2013.

The variety of this season’s selections and visiting 
authors has Babcock excited for the season, which 
she said could be shaping up to be one of the best yet. 
This season’s vertical theme also seems to be one that 
many at Chautauqua will be able to relate to.

“Every Chautauquan is an explorer and a discov-
erer,” Babcock said. “I think sometimes when you 
start discussing books with other people, you need a 
starting place. You ask, ‘Why these nine books?’ And 
it is a question to show people how exploration and 
discovery can be a theme in their lives.”
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What I always hope 
that people get out of 
the CLSC list is a book 
list that you can trust. 
It’s a little bit like put-
ting a puzzle together."

—SHERRA BABCOCK
Vice president, 

Emily and Richard Smucker 
Chair for Education

2014 CLSC 
selections

WEEK ONE / JUNE 26 / 3:30 P.M.

THE BOY DETECTIVE: 
A NEW YORK CHILDHOOD

by Roger Rosenblatt

Roger Rosenblatt examines the collision 
and coexistence of past, present and 

future as he makes his way through New 
York City. Using an unconventional format 

that dismisses the ideas of sections or 
chapters, Rosenblatt has crafted a memoir 

that plays with the idea of time.

 WEEK TWO / JULY 3 / 3:30 P.M.

ON SUCH A FULL SEA
by Chang-rae Lee

Pulitzer Prize fi nalist Chang-rae Lee 
creates a futuristic, long-declining 

vision of America in On Such a Full Sea. 
Centered on a fi sh-tank diver named 

Fan who must confront her identity and 
destiny, Lee’s book explores questions 

about destiny and free will.

WEEK THREE / JULY 10 / 3:30 P.M.

WHAT I DID
by Christopher Wakling

Christopher Wakling portrays a family 
crisis through the eyes of precocious 

6-year-old Billy in What I Did. Billy sets 
a chain of events into motion as he runs 

into the street, raising questions about the 
consequences of one’s actions.

WEEK FIVE / JULY 24 / 3:30 P.M.

WHEN WINTER COME: 
THE ASCENSION OF YORK

by Frank X Walker

Frank X Walker reimagines the explorations 
of Lewis and Clark in When Winter Come. 

Told through the viewpoint of York, a slave 
who accompanied Lewis and Clark, Walker 

gives new voice and perspective to the 
story of America’s westward expansion

WEEK SIX / JULY 31 / 3:30 P.M.

WHY SOCCER MATTERS
by Brian Winter

Brian Winter co-authored Why Soccer 
Matters with soccer legend Pelé, who pro-
vides fresh insight about one of the world’s 

most popular sports. Through their work, 
Winter and Pelé explore both the past and 

future of soccer, Brazil and the world.

WEEK SEVEN / AUGUST 7 / 3:30 P.M.

ANDREW’S BRAIN
by E.L. Doctorow

In Andrew’s Brain, E.L. Doctorow follows the 
titular Andrew, who speaks with an unknown 

partner about everything that has led him 
to where he is now. The story examines 
the ideas of conscience, personality and 
memory in a probing and humorous way

WEEK EIGHT / AUGUST 14 / 3:30 P.M.

THE NAMES OF THINGS
by John Colman Wood

John Colman Wood’s The Names of Things 
centers on an anthropologist and his 

wife who travel to northeast Africa to live 
among camel-herding nomads. When 

tragedy strikes and a secret is revealed, the 
protagonist must come to terms with new 

perceptions of love and grief

WEEK NINE / AUGUST 21 / 3:30 P.M.

FIVE DAYS AT MEMORIAL: 
LIFE AND DEATH IN A 

STORM-RAVAGED HOSPITAL
by Sheri Fink

Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Sheri Fink’s 
Five Days at Memorial examines the fallout 

of Hurricane Katrina and the dilemma of 
end-of-life care. Set in the New Orleans 
Memorial Medical Center, Fink tackles 

tough themes and asks tough questions 
about large-scale disasters and the 

consequences of them.

WEEK FOUR / JULY 17 / 3:30 P.M.

OUR DECLARATION: A 
READING OF THE DECLARATION 

OF INDEPENDENCE IN 
DEFENSE OF EQUALITY

by Danielle Allen

Danielle Allen examines the importance 
of one of our nation’s most important 

founding documents in Our Declaration. 
Through her analysis, Allen explores the 
idea that freedom rests on equality, and 
that the Declaration supports this idea.

EXPLORING,
DISCOVERING


