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While the eyes of the audience 
will be locked on the stage Saturday 
during Madam Butterfly, their ears 
will be taking in the sound of the 
production’s orchestral band. 

But the actors, actresses, and vo-
cal virtuosos aren’t in any danger of 
having their spotlight taken over by 
the orchestra. 

Often stationed backstage or oth-
erwise out of view, the band’s job is 
to back the performers, cue up ac-
tion throughout the show and per-
form in harmony with the diverse 
vocal talent.
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SATURDAY’S WEATHER SUNDAY
HIGH 74° LOW 62°
Rain: 0%
Sunrise: 5:49 a.m. Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

HIGH 74° LOW 56°
Rain: 0%
Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

HIGH 79° LOW  66°
Rain: 0%
Sunrise: 5:48 a.m. Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

The Daily’s website has been completely updated with a responsive design for enhanced viewing on all screen sizes, plus bigger photos and videos — check it out! www.chqdaily.com

MONDAY

DEBORAH TREFTS
Staff Writer

In her probing 
analysis and poi-
gnant memoir of 
love, death and 
politics, Two Weeks 
of Life, Eleanor Clift 
has applied her 
a w a r d - w i n n i n g 
journalistic exper-
tise to a subject that most people neglect.

Avoidance of end-of-life decision-mak-
ing was not an option for Clift and her late 
husband, Tom Brazaitis, the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer’s Washington columnist, when he was 
diagnosed with kidney cancer in 1999. While 
facing his passing in 2005, she was also re-
porting on the controversial Terri Schiavo 
case in Florida.

At 3 p.m. Saturday in the Hall of Philoso-
phy, Clift, a longtime Newsweek White House 
correspondent and political columnist, will 
give the second talk of the Contemporary 
Issues Forum series sponsored by the Chau-
tauqua Women’s Club.

In Washington, Clift has been called upon 
repeatedly to handle difficult challenges, in-
cluding covering every presidential election 
since 1976. She consistently holds her own on 
television each week doing what most people 
are afraid of — speaking publicly. But she does 
so in a particularly rambunctious setting.  

MARY LEE TALBOT
Staff Writer

E x c l a m a t i o n 
points and question 
marks appear fre-
quently in the titles 
for the Very Rev. 
Alan Jones’ sermon 
series as Week Three 
chaplain at Chau-
tauqua Institution. 

Exuberance, ques-
tions, metaphor and vision are themes in Jones’ 
writing and preaching — a notion that will be 
evident in his sermons.

“Moving From Fear To Faith!” is the theme 
for Jones this week. Sunday’s sermon is titled  
“Freedom — Good News for the Shipwrecked!”  
One of the hymns Jones has suggested for the 
service is “Throw out the life line!” 

The titles for his other sermons are:  
“Stomaching the Generosity of God!,” “An-
gels and Apocalypse!,” “Can These Bones 
Live?,” “Moving from Fear to Faith! The Mes-
sage of Music” and “The Generosity of God 
and the Radiance of Being Human!”

Jones has taken on a mission to recover the 
sacred and the metaphorical language of the sa-
cred. His vision on his website reads “ ‘Recov-
ering the Sacred: A Vision without a Task’ is a 
Dream/A Task without a Vision is Drudgery/A 
Vision and a Task is the Hope of the World.”

“We have lost something. What is it?” 
he wrote on his website. “A sense of the 
sacred. Why is the sacred important? The 
sacred is important for human freedom be-
cause ‘the sacred’ signifies that which can-
not be bought or sold. 

JONES

CLIFT

Exuberance, 
questions mark 
Jones’ approach

Politics writer Clift 
to discuss memoir, 
end-of-life care 

See JONES, Page A4

See CLIFT, Page A4

MARK OPREA | Staff Writer 

T eatro alla Scala, Milan, 1904. Giacomo Puccini, 
the day after marrying his beloved Elvira, 
waits backstage during the premiere of his 
opera, Madam Butterfly. Instead of applause and 

admiration, Puccini receives boos and laughter, fits of 
derision from the audience. The soft bird songs set to 
accompany the sunrise scene are matched with sounds 
of mooing and rooster crows. A mortified Puccini leaves 
Milan to revise Butterfly in Brescia, Italy. 

A plot thought to be from his enemies soon backfires, as the revision turned Puc-
cini into a worldwide phenomenon. Today, Madam Butterfly is the composer’s most 
celebrated opera.

At 8:15 p.m. Saturday at the Amphitheater, the Chautauqua Opera company will 
be performing this certain revision. Jay Lesenger, the general/artistic director of the 
company and the stage director of tonight’s opera, chose the “Brescia” version of 
Madam Butterfly, because, he said, it’s ripe with cultural friction.

“This is why I like this version,” he said. “Later versions took out the tension be-
tween the Americans and the Japanese — softened it. This version doesn’t.”
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See BUTTERFLY, Page A4 See CSO, Page A4

Fagen to lead CSO
in harmony with  
on-stage talent 

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

At top, Mary Dunleavy, who plays Cio-Cio-San, and Scott Quinn, as Lt. B.F. Pinkerton, perform a love scene during a dress rehearsal for 
Chautauqua Opera Company’s Madam Butterfly on Wednesday in the Amphitheater. Above left, 2014 Young Artists Rachael Kim, Nicole 
Haslett, Elizabeth Tredent appear onstage. Above right, Tredent and fellow Young Artist Rebekah Howell exchange a glance.
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news from around the grounds

Briefly

Sunday’s Sacred Song Service
Chautauqua Institution organist Jared Jacobsen will ex-

plore the significance of light in the Sacred Song Service at 8 
p.m. Sunday in the Amphitheater. After wrestling with the 
way one perceives and understands light, Jacobsen was in-
spired to center this week’s theme around the topic, “Holy 
Is the True Light,” named after a small piece of choral mu-
sic by obscure composer Gerald Near. The service, which 
will explore the different ways light has played a role in 
the Christian tradition, will include a sequence of readings, 
choral music and congregational music. sections include, 
“The Divine Light of Creation,” “The Mysterious Light of 
God,” “The Light of God’s Glory on the People of Israel,” 
“The Light Born in Bethlehem,” “The Light spreading Out 
to All the World,” and “The Light of the Holy Spirit.”
Accommodations manager available weekdays

Accommodations manager Myra Peterson is available 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays at the Visitors Center to assist 
with 2015 accommodations arrangements.
NOW Generation ‘Summer Fest’ Saturday

Join the NOW Generation for an afternoon of food, fun, 
live music and games. From 3 to 5 p.m. Saturday at the Club 
waterfront, those ages 12 and up are eligible to play in one of 
the informal tournaments. A $5 registration includes sport-
ing events, pizza and beverage. Spectators are welcome and 
there will be activities for those under age 12. For more visit 
ciweb.org/summerfest.
Chautauqua Women’s Club news

Join hosts Nancy and Dick Langston on Monday as ac-
claimed chef Terry Brazill, of Brazill’s on Main in Westfield 
presents an outstanding menu from her upscale American 
cuisine. Reservations are taken at Women’s Club house or 
call 716-357-4961. Event cost $40 per person. All are welcome.
Sandy D’Andrade’s 12th Annual trunk show and sale 

Special event from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday in the Ath-
enaeum Hotel Blue Room. Benefits Opera Young Artists. 
Breakfast at Wimbledon

Come to the Pier Club from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday to view the Wimbledon semi-finals and finals 
on a widescreen TV. sponsored by tennis, there will be Dan-
ishes, bagels, juice and coffee served for free and open to all. 
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle alumni news

The CLSC Class of 2004 will meet for a potluck dinner 
6 p.m. Thursday at the home of Bonnye Roose at 23 Janes. 
Bonnye will provide the main course, and class members 
are asked to bring a side dish or dessert.

The CLSC Class of 1999 will have a meet and greet at 5:30 
p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m. Wednesday at Heirloom Restau-
rant at the Athenaeum Hotel. Partners are welcome. Call 
Jackie Katz at 843-540-1756 for further information.

The CLSC Class of 1992 will meet 9 a.m. Tuesday in the 
Garden Room (not dining room) of Alumni Hall to set 
plans for the annual class dinner, participation in the CLSC 
Parade of Banners, and to discuss other business as needed.

The Class of 1982 will have its annual potluck dinner 5:30 
p.m. Tuesday on the porch of Alumni Hall. Guests welcome. 
Please bring a food item to share and your own place set-
ting. Beverages and a meat entrée will be provided. For fur-
ther information, contact Kathy Heimann at 716-723-0776.
Everett Jewish Life Center at Chautauqua news

At 3:30 p.m. Sunday, the Everett Jewish Life Center will 
screen the film “Zaytoun” as part of the Jewish Film Series.

From 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. Monday Yohanan Petrovsky-
Shtern will speak on “Taverns, Vodka and Everyday Life 
in the Shtetl!” Following the lecture will be a book signing. 
Play Discussion Forum 

Friends of Chautauqua Theater is sponsoring an in-depth 
discussion of A Raisin in the Sun from 12:45 to 2 p.m. Sunday 
in Hultquist 201B. Discussion led by Mark Altschuler and 
Cheryl Gorelick. It is free and open to the public.
Brown Bag Lecture 12:15 p.m. in the UCC Chapel

Who are the International Order of The King’s Daugh-
ters and sons? How did the international headquarters 
end up on 34 Vincent? Who are the young people who stay 
for four weeks in their houses — Bonnie Hall and Florence 
Hall? Your questions will be answered by Valerie Roberts, 
IOKDS member and director of the Chautauqua Scholar-
ship Program at 12:15 p.m. Monday in the UCC Chapel. 
Presented by the Ecumenical Community of Chautauqua.
AA/Al-Anon Meeting

There will be an open AA/Al-Anon Meeting at 12:30 
p.m. sunday in Hurlbut Church parlor. 
Chautauqua Property Owners Association news

The CPOA’s weekly informational street light walk-
about will meet at 9:30 p.m. Sunday outside the Colon-
nade. Chautauquans will learn about street-lighting is-
sues and the options available to resolve them. Attendees 
will be able to see for themselves the differences between 
the CPOA demo light and some of the Chautauqua street 
lights in the area surrounding Bestor Plaza. 

The CPOA will nominate a Class B Property Owner 
Trustee this August. Any property owner and dues-pay-
ing member of the CPOA wishing to be considered for 
nomination should submit their name and resume for con-
sideration to Barbara Brady, nomination committee chair-
person, via her email at jbacbrady@gmail.com, by July 11.
Chautauqua Opera Guild Operalogue

The Chautauqua Opera Guild will sponsor the Madam 
Butterfly Operalogue given by Jay Lesenger at 5 p.m. Sat-
urday in Norton Hall. This event is free.
Ultimate Frisbee

There will be a pick-up ultimate frisbee game at 3p.m. 
Sunday at Sharpe Field. All are welcome. Call Mike 
O’Brien for more details at 702-493-1372.

Karly Buntich
staff writer

Predictions of sunny 
weather for this weekend 
have both the coordinators 
and vendors of this sum-
mer’s first Art in the Park 
excited and hopeful that 
rain and gray skies will not 
damper the popular event.

The rain-or-shine event 
will be held from 12 to 4:30 
p.m. Sunday in Miller Park.

Cathy Digel, who co-
chairs the event with Kenny 
Koblitz, called the non-jur-
ied show very “democratic,” 

the only requirement being 
that the all of the pieces are 
handmade. 

The pieces tend to be more 
affordable than what would 
be found at other shows, pro-
viding a perfect occasion for 
early Christmas shopping, 
she said.

All of the proceeds from 
the sale of spots at the show 
go directly towards schol-
arships for students of the 
School of Art. Between the 
two VACI Partners shows this 
summer, just under $9,000 
has been raised, Digel said. 

Digel said that spots for 

both of this summer’s shows 
sold out earlier than ever — 
before the season had even 
begun — and that 73 artists 
will be selling their work.

“I think the word is out 
that it’s a really good show,” 
she said.

Vendors selling their work 
in the show seem to unani-
mously agree.

Wendy Cohen spends her 
summers at Chautauqua and 
has been selling her fused 
glassware at Art in the Park 
for many years. She said she 
is grateful for the opportu-
nity that the show provides.

“It’s a wonderful way for 
people to be able to come and 
see what I do and it is prob-
ably the best way I sell my 
work up here,” she said.

She will have two tables 
this year, one featuring 
bowls, plates and platters 
that will be manned by her 
“well-trained” husband. she 
will manage the other table 
that will have pendants, ear-
rings, barrettes and other ac-
cessories that need a “wom-
an’s touch,” she said. 

Cohen said she likes the 
setting that Miller Park pro-
vides for the show.

“It’s a great venue,” she 
said. “They do such a won-
derful job of organizing it, 
and I give a lot of credit to the 
people who have spent their 
time to help us craftsmen.”

Jewelry-maker Paula net-
tleship has been making the 
trip up from her hometown 
of Pittsburgh to sell her work 
at Art in the Park for several 
years.

nettleship, whose jewelry 
is also sold in the gallery 
store at the strohl Art Center, 
will be selling bead-woven 
pieces at the show. 

Like Cohen, she loves 
selling her work at Art in 
the Park. she said being in 
a community like Chautau-
qua, where the people who 
buy her work are also inter-
ested in her process, is very 
gratifying as an artist.

“I love the people who 
attend the show because 
they’re, in general, a group 
of people who are interested 
in art, who like to have a dis-
cussion about your process 
and the products,” she said.

Summer’s first Art in the Park to 
offer handmade work of all varieties

KATIE McLEAN | Daily file photo

Jeanie Kerns tries on earrings from Beading by Linda during a 2013 Art in the Park. The first Art in the Park of the 2014 season is from 
12 to 4:30 p.m. Sunday in Miller Park.

The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended to 
provide space for announcements from Institution-related organi-
zations. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a story, it 
should not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information to Gavin 
Higbie in the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide name of orga-
nization, time and place of meeting and one contact person’s name 
with phone number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.
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When I started to think about the theme for 
this week at Chautauqua — privacy —  I kept 
bumping into a couple issues which claimed 
priority. Before you can talk about “privacy” 

you have to have some understanding of not only freedom, 
but also of what manner of creature a human being is.  I 
thought of  the cartoon — a flashing highway sign with the 
message, “Welcome to Las Vegas! A faith-based commu-
nity!” It expresses the fact that we all live in some sort of 
“faith” community, which makes assumptions about what 
the human enterprise is about.    

Las Vegas is a good place to start because it’s a commu-
nity of obvious wishful thinking with its places of wor-
ship, seductive liturgies and opportunities for both plea-
sure and penitence. so, in this very broad sense, we are all 
part of a faith-based community.

Think of it this way — there’s a movie going on in our 
heads, which isn’t necessarily true but is, nevertheless, 
necessary for our being in the world. It’s not that we’re 
passive moviegoers. We interact with it. It can change, and 
yet we’re not in control of it. One clue about the movie in 
your head can come from asking yourself, “Am I an Arca-
dian or a Utopian?” Are you an Arcadian — looking to an 
idealized past (wishing you were 30 again and Eisenhower 
were president) or are you a Utopian — looking to an 
idealized future, where the Internet makes us all friends in 
one happy global family and all of us are making money 
and buying stuff? 

Think about the battling movies going on in the minds 
of those we send to Congress. Our politics is a cacopho-
nous melee of conflicting movie plots. Whose vision of 
the world rings more true to you? Does America have a 
“manifest destiny”?  Are we truly “exceptional” and, if 
so, in what way? The movie studios of Congress are busy 
churning out movies about health care, foreign policy, 
entitlement reform, the role of government. Politics, cos-
mology, culture — all provide the storyline and dialogue 
for our movie. The trouble is the cultural movie we have 
in common tends to assume a mechanistic view of the 
universe. We tend to take it for granted that truth becomes 
something proved by argument. What current thinking 
about the relationship between the brain and the mind has 
brought to the fore is the importance of another, and, to 
me, ultimately more powerful revealer of truth — meta-
phor, the stuff of movies.  

Iain McGilchrist — a psychiatrist and teacher of lit-
erature — laments the fact that a mechanistic view of the 
universe has come to dominate the movie going on in 
our heads. He tells us: “We need metaphor and mythos 
in order to understand the world. such myths and meta-
phors are not dispensable luxuries or ‘optional extras,’ 
still less the means of obfuscation: They are fundamental 
and essential to the process. 

When we are not given anything better, we revert to the 
metaphor or myth of the machine. But we cannot … get 
far in understanding the world, or in deriving values that 
will help us live well in it, by likening it to the bike in the 
garage.” 

The myth of the machine leads to a smallness of vision.
McGilchrist’s book, The Master and his Emissary: The 

Divided Brain and the Making of the Western World, is writ-
ten from the perspectives of philosophy, neurology and 
neuropsychology. The title is taken from a short story by 
nietzsche. The Master is betrayed by his emissary who 
comes to think he should be master. When it comes to the 
brain, the claim is that the Right has been betrayed by 
the Left. McGilchrist’s thesis is that the hemispheres have 
complementary but conflicting tasks to fulfill, and need to 
maintain a high degree and mutual ignorance. At the same 
time, they need to cooperate. The entrenched prejudice is 
that the Left is superior to the Right. The right hemisphere 
adds a bit of color to life; it’s the left that does the serious 
business.

One of the problems McGilchrist warns us is of “a 
misplaced need for certainty.” “The left hemisphere likes 
things that are man-made. Things we make are also 
more certain: we know them inside out, because we put 
them together. They are not, like living things, constantly 
changing and moving, beyond our grasp.” The left hemi-
sphere “needs certainty and needs to be right.” The right 
“makes it possible to hold several ambiguous possibilities  
in suspension together without premature closure on one 
outcome.”  

Again, “Certainty is … related to narrowness, as though 
the more certain we become of something the less we see.”  

Jonathan Haidt’s point in The Righteous Mind  is that we 
lead with the emotions. The model we choose to use to 
understand something determines what we find. “If we as-
sume a purely mechanical universe and take the machine 
as our model, we will uncover the view that — surprise, 
surprise — the body, and the brain with it, is a machine. 
To a man with a hammer everything begins to look like a 

nail.  The metaphor we choose governs what we see.”  
Which brings me back to the movie inside our head 

and how what we pay attention to enacts our relationship 
with the world. It determines what you deem is worthy of 
keeping “private.” Attention is not just another “function” 
of the brain. “The kind of attention we bring to bear on 
the world changes the nature of the world we attend to … 
Attention changes what kind of a thing comes into being 
for us: in that way it changes the world … And yet nothing 
is objectively has changed.” Take, for example, the way we 
might talk of a mountain.  “A mountain that is a landmark 
to a navigator, a source of wealth to a prospector, a many-
textured form to a painter, or to another a dwelling place 
of the gods, is changed by the attention given to it. There 
no ‘real’ mountain which can be distinguished from these, 
no one way of thinking which reveals the true moun-
tain.”  now play the same game with the words “privacy” 
and “freedom.” These words can mean a whole myriad 
of contradictory things: “privacy” as a means of keeping 
some dark and smelly secret from seeing the light of day;  
“freedom” as the right to own slaves.

Many adolescents — let alone adults — do not have 
the skill, which only creativity can bring, of being able 
to negotiate the great absence at the heart of the psyche. 
And, why have a benign view of the world anyway?  Why 
choose to be kind and compassionate?  Why embrace an 
imaginative charity? Because it is the antidote to the idiocy 
of a totally private world of the isolated self — a caricature 
of “privacy,” a travesty of “freedom.”

How to sum up and bring some of this together? The 
truth is we need storytelling to make sense of the facts. 
We need stories to connect the dots. A friend of mine gave 
me a CD reissue of an old recording of Mahler’s ninth 
symphony. Here are the “facts.” The year, 1938; the place, 
Vienna; the conductor, Bruno Walter. These are the bare 
facts but when you think about them, a story (not a pretty 
one) emerges that ties all these facts together in the context 
of a terrible war and the persecution and attempted extinc-
tion of a whole people. There’s no such thing as an isolated 
“fact.” You need a way of connecting  the dots.

When we confuse “fact” with “truth,”  the result is a 
comforting shrinkage in understanding. What we think 
we understand we can control. The intellectual challenge 
is expressed by Jaron Lanier from silicon Valley. In his 
book You Are Not A Gadget, he makes the simple point 
that  information under-represents reality. We live in a 
data junk yard, and we need a new kind of “faith-based” 
community, which, in a never-ending conversation, helps 
us enlarge our horizons, discern the facts and connect 
the dots. We need both science and art — a revolution in 
religion — which, at their best, increase our tolerance for 
ambiguity and our appreciation of wonder.

so, “Welcome to Las Vegas!” 

Guest COlumn by The Very reV. AlAn jones

From the Pulpit

‘Welcome to Las Vegas: A faith-based community’



Conductor Arthur Fagen 
is a veteran when it comes 
to leading a production of 
Giacomo Puccini’s iconic 
operas, having previously 
conducted Madam Butterfly 
in European theaters and 
Puccini’s La Fanciulla del 
West in New York City. 

A self-professed admirer 
of the Japanese and Chinese 

influences featured within 
the musical score, Fagen has 
never put on a one-night-
only showing of Madam But-
terfly, though his process re-
mains much the same. 

“There isn’t much differ-
ence between a one-night 
show and a longer run,” he 
said. “The goal of getting it 
right the first time is always 
the same.”

Longtime Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra per-
cussionist Brian Kushmaul 

agrees with Fagen’s assess-
ment of the time frame, 
though he wishes the 
amount of preparation being 
put in by everyone involved 
was being put toward more 
than a lone performance. 

Kushmaul is playing the 
timpani tonight, a position 
filled by the CSO’s Stuart 
Chafetz during the standard 
summer concerts. 

While it’s far from his 
first time playing the large 
drums, Kushmaul’s role will 

be limited within the music 
of Madam Butterfly, though 
the timpani is featured at 
some of the opera’s most dra-
matic moments. However, a 
different percussion instru-
ment may wind up stealing 
his thunder.

“One of the things that’s 
different about Madam But-
terfly is the use of two dif-
ferent gongs; two different 
pitches,” Kushmaul said. 
“It’s a nice addition to the 
Asian flair.”

Clift provides the sole pro-
gressive, liberal voice within 
“The McLaughlin Group,” 
an otherwise staunchly con-
servative panel of pundits. 

A trustee of the National 
Hospice Foundation, Clift 
has become an advocate of 
hospice. 

“It’s not perfect,” she 
said. “It has become a 
multi-billion dollar indus-
try and not everyone is 
supportive, but I am. Many 
people will tell you that 
hospice isn’t a facility; it’s a 
state of mind. Many people 
die at home. If the polls are 
correct, more people want 
to die at home.” 

Her husband made this 
choice, as have many oth-
ers with cancer.

As more people are be-
ing educated about what it 
means, and baby boomers 
are seeing parents suffer, 
the “aid in dying” move-
ment has been gaining 
acceptance. In six states, 
physicians are permitted to 
write lethal prescriptions 
for the terminally ill.

“Baby boomers are 
pushing the issues on this,” 
Clift said. “They have done 
everything to be healthy 
and need to talk about it.” 

She pointed to The Con-
versation Project as an ex-
ample. Created by Pulitzer 
prize-winning journalist 
and syndicated columnist 
Ellen Goodman, the web-

site is dedicated to helping 
people discuss their prefer-
ences for end-of-life care.

“End-of-life is a difficult 
subject because most peo-
ple don’t want to deal with 
it until they have to,” Clift 
said. “My main message is 
that we have to take it out 
of the shadows.” 

While raising three boys, 
now young men, Clift has 
made complex national is-
sues and events more trans-
parent and kept up with 
the rapidly changing jour-
nalism industry. Not only 
is she on her toes weekly on 
“The McLaughlin Group,” 
but also she blogs for The 
Daily Beast, writes a col-
umn for Washington Merry-
Go-Round, and serves on 
the advisory committee of 
the International Women’s 
Media Foundation she co-
founded.

In addition to Two Weeks 
of Life, Clift has written 
and co-authored several 
books: Selecting a President: 
Fundamentals of American 
Government; Election 2004: 
How Bush Won and What 
You Can Expect in the Fu-
ture; Founding Sisters and 
the Nineteenth Amendment; 
Madam President: Shattering 
the Last Glass Ceiling; and 
War Without Bloodshed: The 
Art of Politics.

“I’m basically a report-
er,” Clift said. “I put sto-
ries together that work. 
And I’m a product of New 
York public schools. I have 
learned by doing.”

And Lesenger isn’t hold-
ing back. He’s readied a 
talented cast of guest per-
formers and Young Artists, 
primed the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra with 
conductor Arthur Fagen, and 
provided a decorative, Orien-
tal stage. He will be introduc-
ing what is his third Butterfly 
at Chautauqua — with his 
preparatory Operalogue at 
5:30 p.m. before the show — in 
Smith Wilkes Hall.

Tonight’s show, Lesenger 
said, features a “ruder” Benja-
min Franklin Pinkerton, one 
obsessed with Manifest Desti-
ny, and infatuated with a Cio-
Cio-San who “loves selfishly 
and blindingly.” The result is a 
more forceful, visceral opera.

Playing Madam Butterfly 
(Cio-Cio-San) is soprano Mary 
Dunleavy, who made a name 
for herself in the past as Vio-
letta in Giuseppe Verdi’s La 
traviata. But, Dunleavy said, it 
was her college dream to sing 
the role of Cio-Cio-San, and 
is grateful to play the part. In 
her first time as Butterfly, she 
said, she sees this particular 
performance to have more of 
a youthful fragility, a realis-
tic character that begs higher 
sympathy from the audience.

“There’s a balance,” Dun-
leavy said, “between this deli-
cate Japanese character with 

the power of Puccini and Ital-
ian opera. It’s really a kind of 
contrast — a dichotomy.”

On the other end of that di-
chotomy is B.F. Pinkerton, the 
cocksure naval captain, the 
Yankee un-hip to the notion 
of permanence and karma. 
Scott Quinn, the tenor filling 
Pinkerton’s icy-white shoes, 
affirms that his character is 
rightfully loathed by the audi-
ence, especially in the first act.

“He’s singing about how 
Americans are,” he said. “He’s 
living moment to moment, 
not thinking about what hap-
pens next — he’s living free.”

Quinn, born in Texas, 
played a reputable Rodolfo in 
La bohème with the Houston 
Opera Company. But, as with 
Dunleavy, this is his first Mad-
am Butterfly, and he is equally 
thrilled about the show. 

But it’s not just for the dra-
ma.

“The music is the base [of 
the opera],” he said. “It tells 
you the story in waves. And 
I think that’s the most im-
portant thing: what you hear 
from the orchestra.”

Maestro Fagen, guest con-
ducting the CSO, first did But-
terfly with Lesenger 15 years 
ago, though the Brescia ver-
sion adds roughly 20 minutes 
of music. This is also Fagen’s 
first time doing an opera in the 
Amp, and an opera in English, 
for that matter. Although Puc-
cini “wrote the music to the 
language,” he said, there are 

perks to having it such a way.
“The public can under-

stand the opera at a direct 
level,” he said, as “the music 
[alone] expresses emotion in a 
visceral way.”

Lesenger said that he 
mainly chose to do Butterfly in 
English because it’s a part of 
the Chautauqua Series broad-
cast over WNED this summer, 
and it also follows a Chau-
tauquan tradition. Although 
most of the singers aren’t used 
to doing an English Puccini, 
they all can see its benefits.

“When you can actually 
hear what’s going on, it’ll 
pique your interest as a listen-
er, and make you want to see 
more,” Quinn said.

For Dunleavy, singing in 
English is more personal. 

Because it’s the native 
tongue of the majority of the 
performers as well as the 
audience, she feels the per-
formance — although lack-
ing the flavor of Italian — is 
without barriers constructed 
by a foreign language. For her, 
“love” is more readily under-
stood than “amore.”

“When you know you’re 
communicating directly to 
people in their own language, 
it kind of flavors the way you 
say things and changes the 
way it impacts you emotional-
ly,” she said. “It hits home be-
cause it’s your own language.”

Yet what hits Dunleavy 
the hardest is the fact that 
her 5-year-old daughter, 

Madeleine Williams, will 
be on stage with her, play-
ing Cio-Cio-San’s son. From 
Dunleavy’s perspective, be-
ing a mother makes the al-
ready hard-to-fill role of But-
terfly all the more difficult, 
especially in the final act.

 “I have to work extra hard 
not to cry,” she said. “If [Mad-
eleine] starts, then I’m just go-
ing to lose it.”

And the emotions inherent 
in Puccini’s music, Fagen said, 
aren’t limited by the language 
it’s performed in. It’s songs like 
“Un bel di vedremo” and “Amore 
o grillo” that make Puccini’s 
opera the version of the story 
of Pinkerton and Cio-Cio-San 
in the port of Nagasaki. 

“Musically, it will always 
serve as a credible purpose 
as being a masterpiece,” said 
Renée Tatum, mezzo-soprano 
and tonight’s Suzuki. “But it’s 
the story that’s applicable to 
any generation. It will always 
be relevant and current.”

Themes of East versus 
West, religious confrontation 
and the downfall of fictitious 
love make Butterfly, time and 
again, adaptable to stage after 
stage. It’s the music that makes 
it worthwhile. And it’s history 
makes it something of legend. 

But, as Lesenger said, it’s 
tonight’s unique cast and an 
oft-neglected version that 
makes this opera something 
not to be missed.

The hope for the world lies 
in recovering its sacred iden-
tity. The sacred, in the end, 
won’t be controlled or manip-
ulated and certainly cannot 
be co-opted by the consumer 
culture. It is the guarantor of 
true freedom.”

Jones also blogs for The 
Huffington Post. His most 
recent post, on June 4, was 

“ ‘Lord, I Do Believe! Help 
My Unbelief!: The Lust for 
Certainty vs. the Risk of 
Trust.”

“We should slow down 
and learn to appreciate the 
diversity of human intelli-
gence,” he wrote. “And we 
should forgo the exhilarat-
ing brutality of ‘straight talk’ 
in favor of the diffident gen-
erosity of listening, consid-
ering and conversing — in 
short, of ‘speaking well.’ ” 

Jones is dean emeritus of 

Grace Cathedral in San Fran-
cisco, where he served as 
dean for more than 24 years. 
Since beginning his tenure 
in 1985, he has been a promi-
nent lecturer in Episcopal, 
academic and spiritual cir-
cles both nationally and in-
ternationally.

Prior to serving at Grace 
Cathedral, Jones worked as 
the Stephen F. Bayne Profes-
sor of Ascetical Theology 
at the General Theological 
Seminary in New York City 
from 1972 to 1982, where 
he was also the director 
and founder of the Center 
for Christian Spirituality. 
He was made an honorary 
Canon of Chartres Cathe-

dral in 2001, and received 
an honorary doctorate from 
the University of San Fran-
cisco in 2008. Now a U.S. 
citizen, Jones was born in 
England and received a 
Ph.D. in 1971 at the Univer-
sity of Nottingham, Eng-
land. He was awarded an 
Order of the British Empire 
in June 2002.

He is the co-author of Sea-
sons of Grace, Re-imagining 
Christianity: Reconnect Your 
Spirit without Disconnecting 
Your Mind; and the author of 
Common Prayer on Common 
Ground: the Vision of Anglican 
Orthodoxy.

This will be Jones’ third 
visit to Chautauqua.
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Place: The terrace and interior of a  
rented house overlooking the Bay of Nagasaki, Japan

ACT I
Time:  Spring, the early 1900s 

Seeking diversion during his tour of duty in Japan, Lt. Pinkerton has 
arranged with Goro, a marriage broker, for a temporary companion. 
Goro has obliged by providing a secluded house, servants, a beautiful 
young geisha named Cio-Cio-San, a traditional wedding ceremony, 
and a convenient contract which stipulates that the marriage is 
renewable by the husband on a monthly basis.

After inspecting the house, Pinkerton is greeted by Sharpless, the 
American consul. The groom marvels at the insubstantial nature 
of his Japanese wedding. When Sharpless warns him that the 
bride may not take her vows so lightly, Pinkerton brushes aside 
any reservations and looks forward to the day when he will take an 
American as his true wife.

Cio-Cio-San and her relatives arrive, including her drunken Uncle 
Yakuside. Pinkerton is smitten by his young bride. In a private 
moment, she shows him the few belongings she has brought with 
her, including the dagger with which her dishonored father had 
committed suicide upon the command of the Emperor. She also 
reveals that she has converted to Christianity in order to please 
him, a fact that she has fearfully kept from her family. The wedding 
ceremony is interrupted by her uncle the Bonze, a Shinto priest. 
Revealing the betrayal of her religion and her ancestors, he orders 
the family to renounce her and the shaken bride is left alone. 
Pinkerton comforts his new wife with words of love.

ACT II

Time: Spring, three years later

Three years pass, during which time Cio-Cio-San patiently awaits 
her husband’s return. Her only companion is her faithful servant, 
Suzuki. The Consul arrives bearing a letter from Pinkerton, but the 
overjoyed Butterfly interrupts and misinterprets its contents. Goro 
brings in Prince Yamadori with yet another offer of marriage. As a 
good “American” wife, Cio-Cio-San will have only one husband, 
and she rejects him. Sharpless suggests that Pinkerton might never 
return and the distraught geisha proudly brings in her baby, “Sorrow.” 
Butterfly assures the Consul that when Pinkerton hears of his son, 
he will surely return, and she will rename the child “Joy.” Unable to 
tell her that Pinkerton has remarried, the Consul leaves her. Suzuki 
accuses Goro of spreading rumors questioning the baby’s parentage 
and he is banished from the house. Just at the moment of greatest 
doubt, a cannon announces the arrival of Pinkerton’s ship in the 
harbor. As the sun sets, Butterfly and Suzuki prepare the house for 
his return and begin their vigil.

As the dawn arrives, the exhausted Butterfly puts the baby to 
bed. Sharpless arrives with Pinkerton and his new wife Kate, 
who have come to ask to take the child back to America. Suzuki 
instantly understands the situation. Pinkerton is overcome by self-
recrimination and leaves. Cio-Cio-San searches for Pinkerton, but 
finds Kate instead. Realizing who the stranger is, Butterfly promises 
to give the child to Pinkerton if he will come in person. Left alone, 
she finds the only honorable solution to her plight.

 — Jay Lesenger, stage director

SynopSIS of madam butterly
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Chautauqua Institution 
is proud to announce its 
Week Three morning lecture 
theme, “The Ethic of Priva-
cy,” and its Interfaith Lecture 
Series complement, “The 
Ethical Tensions of Privacy 
vs. Interdependence,” both 
beginning Saturday, July 5, 
and finishing Friday, July 11. 
The morning lectures will be 
held at 10:45 a.m. from Mon-
day to Friday in the Amphi-
theater, while the afternoon 
lectures begin at 2 p.m. in the 
Hall of Philosophy.

The morning lecture se-
ries will focus on the erosion 
of individual privacy — with 
and without consent — which 
carries the promise of a more 
secure country, greater col-
laboration and a personal-
ized consumer experience. In 
an honest exploration of this 
shifting balance, Chautau-
qua brings together differing 
views on expectations and 
limits of privacy. 

The Interfaith Lecture 
Series will reflect on how to 
safeguard the rights of the 
individual while protecting 
the good of the whole, per-
sonally and professionally. 
To facilitate the discussion, 
a pastor, a parent, a patient 
and doctor, and a teacher 
will explore the ethical chal-
lenges of privacy versus in-
terdependence within our 
communities.  

Morning Lecture Series  
Speakers

Jeffrey Rosen, who will 
speak Monday, is president 
and CEO of the National 
Constitution Center, the only 
institution in America char-
tered by Congress “to dis-
seminate information about 
the Unitetd States Constitu-
tion on a non-partisan basis.” 
Rosen is also a professor at 
The George Washington Uni-
versity Law School, legal af-
fairs editor of The New Repub-
lic and a nonresident senior 
fellow at the Brookings In-
stitution. A highly regarded 
journalist, Rosen’s essays and 
commentaries have appeared 
in The New York Times Maga-
zine, The Atlantic, on NPR and 
in The New Yorker, where he 
has been a staff writer. 

Peter W. Singer, who will 
speak Tuesday, is senior fel-
low and director of the Cen-
ter for 21st Century Secu-
rity and Intelligence at the 
Brookings Institution. He is 
the youngest scholar named 
senior fellow in Brookings’ 
history. Considered one of 
the world’s leading experts 
on changes in 21st-century 
warfare, Singer has consult-
ed for the U.S. Department 
of Defense and FBI. Singer’s 
most recent book, Cyberse-
curity and Cyberwar: What 
Everyone Needs to Know, was 
described by a former NATO 
supreme allied commander 
as the “most approachable 
and readable book ever writ-
ten on the cyber world.” 

Jill Abramson, former 
executive editor of The New 
York Times, offers her per-
spective Wednesday on the 

role of the media in cover-
ing privacy issues, such as 
the ones brought to light last 
year by Edward Snowden, 
and the editorial decisions 
made about what and when 
to print. Abramson held the 
position of executive editor 
of The New York Times from 
September 2011 through 
May 2014, serving as the first 
female executive editor in 
the paper’s 160-year history. 
The Times won eight Pulitzer 
Prizes during her tenure. 

Amanda Lenhart, who 
will speak Thursday, is the 
associate director, teens, at 
the Pew Research Center, 
where she directs research 
on young adults, teens, chil-
dren and families. Her other 
research interests include 
education, gaming and net-
worked communication 
tools such as mobile phones, 
social networks, blogging 
and other social information 
utilities. Lenhart regularly 
speaks about her work to pol-
icymakers and to media out-
lets including The New York 
Times, The Washington Post, 
“PBS NewsHour” and NPR’s 
“All Things Considered” and 
“Morning Edition.” 

Alberto R. Gonzales, 
who will speak Friday, was 
nominated by President 
George W. Bush and con-
firmed by the U.S. Senate as 
the 80th attorney general of 
the United States on Feb. 3, 
2005, and served in that ca-
pacity until September 2007. 
Currently, he is counsel to 
the Nashville law firm Waller 
Lansden. Effective June 1, he 
began his duties as dean of 
Belmont University’s College 
of Law, where he has taught 
on Constitutional law, the 
First Amendment, national 
security law and separation 
of powers.  

Ken Gormley, who will 
speak in conversation with 
Gonzales, is dean and pro-
fessor at Duquesne Uni-
versity School of Law in 
Pittsburgh, specializing in 
Constitutional subjects. He 
joined the Duquesne faculty 
after teaching at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, School of 
Law and engaging in private 
practice. Gormley’s work on 
a myriad of legal and histori-
cal topics has earned him a 
national reputation as a lead-
ing Constitutional scholar. 
His work, Archibald Cox: Con-
science of a Nation, won the 
1999 Bruce K. Gould Book 
Award for outstanding pub-
lication relating to the law. 

Afternoon Interfaith Lecture 
Series Speakers

Luke Timothy Johnson, 
who will speak Monday, is 
Robert W. Woodruff Profes-
sor of New Testament and 
Christian Origins at Can-

dler School of Theology at 
Emory University.  Johnson’s 
research concerns the liter-
ary, moral, and religious di-
mensions of the New Testa-
ment, including the Jewish 
and Greco-Roman contexts 
of early Christianity, Luke-
Acts, the Pastoral Letters and 
the Letter of James.

Abdullahi Ahmed An-
Na‘im, who will speak Tues-
day, is Charles Howard Can-
dler Professor of Law and 
Director of the Center for In-
ternational and Comparative 
Law at the Emory University 
School of Law. He is also as-
sociate professor in Emory 
College of Arts and Sciences; 
senior fellow, Center for the 
Study of Law and Religion, 
Emory University; and fel-
low of the Center for Ethics 
of Emory University. Before 
joining the faculty of Emory 
Law School in 1995, he served 
as executive director of Hu-
man Rights Watch/Africa.

Rabbi Yehudah Mirsky, 
who will speak Wednesday, 
is associate professor of Near 
Eastern and Judaic studies at 
Brandeis and on the faculty 
of its Schusterman Center 
for Israel Studies.  He stud-
ied at Yeshivat Har Etzion 
and Yeshiva College and re-
ceived rabbinic ordination 
in Jerusalem.  He graduated 
from Yale Law School, where 
he was an editor of the law 
review, and completed his 
Ph.D. in religion at Harvard. 
He worked in Washington as 
an aide to then-Senators Bob 
Kerrey and Al Gore, and at 
the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy, and served 
in the Clinton administra-
tion as special adviser in the 
State Department’s human 
rights bureau.  

Sharon Duke Estroff, 
who will speak Thursday, is 
an award winning educator, 
journalist and internation-
ally syndicated Jewish par-
enting columnist. She is the 
author of Can I Have a Cell 
Phone for Hanukkah? The Es-
sential Scoop on Raising Mod-
ern Jewish Kids and a feature 
writer for numerous national 
publications, including Scho-
lastic Parent and Child, Wom-
an’s Day, Good Housekeeping, 
Parents and Huffington Post. 

A 21st-century parenting ex-
pert, Estroff’s body of work 
is particularly focused on 
the complexities of raising 
children in a digital age.  
Her groundbreaking article, 
“Does Instagram Put Kids 
at Risk?” spotlighted the 
millions of elementary-aged 
children using the 13-and-up 
app, and was finalist for the 
2013 Folio Award.

Michael Patrick Lynch, 
who will speak Friday, is 
a writer, professor of phi-
losophy and director of the 
Humanities Institute at the 
University of Connecticut. 
He is the author or editor of 
seven books, including most 
recently, In Praise of Reason: 
Why Rationality Matters for 
Democracy as well as Truth 
as One and Many and True 
to Life: Why Truth Matters. A 
frequent contributor to the 
Times’ “The Stone” blog, he 
is the author of an amicus 
curiae brief on behalf of the 
ACLU’s federal case against 
the NSA. 

Evening Arts Performances

To enhance the cultural 
experience, Chautauqua In-
stitution will showcase vari-
ous performing arts in the 
evenings throughout the 
week. 

The week kicks off with 
Chautauqua Opera’s Amphi-
theater production of Giaco-
mo Puccini’s Madam Butter-
fly, at 8:15 p.m. Saturday. 

Week Three will include 
the concluding performance 
of Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany’s A Raisin in the Sun on 
the stage at Bratton Theater 
at 8 p.m. Sunday. 

Other featured perfor-
mances taking place in the 
Amphitheater include: the 
Music School Festival Or-
chestra at 8:15 p.m. Monday; 
the Family Entertainment 
Series program of The Pass-
ing Zone Presents “Grav-
ity Attacks!” at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday; and Jennifer 
Nettles on her That Girl Tour 
2014 at 8:15 p.m. Friday.

Guests are also welcome 
to enjoy the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra at 8:15 
p.m. on Tuesday, Thursday  
and Saturday in the Amphi-
theater.
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Today marks the beginning of Week Three of the 
2014 Chautauqua season. It is fitting that this very 
day is jammed with some of the most expres-
sive elements of the rich mix that constitutes the 

Chautauqua experience.
A Raisin in the Sun finishes its remarkable run in Brat-

ton Theater with its performances Saturday afternoon 
and two on Sunday. This great, powerful play was built 
from a poem by Langston Hughes that begins with a 
question:  

What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up
Like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore—
And then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over—
Like a syrupy sweet?
Maybe it just sags 
Like a heavy load.
Or does it explode? 

 

This captures the experience of a family located on the 
South Side of Chicago in the 1950s; their family loyalties 
and identity at tension with their generational differences 
and in the turmoil of dreams at stake.

Puccini saw a play in 1900 that had been created based 
on a short story that, in turn, was created on a semi-au-
tobiographical novel, which was developed from family 
oral stories. His opera, Madam Butterfly, now a classic in 
the canon, also examines the implication of the dashing 
of a dream of emotional unity. Cio-Cio-San’s beauty and 
innocence constitute easy prey for Lieutenant Pinkerton’s 
callous, selfish cruelty.  

Both of these classic works demonstrate the capacity of 
art to convey the power, intimacy and truth in storytell-
ing coupled with the disciplines and beauty of artistic 
interpretation. The gifts to our community from these 
productions are at once personal and collective. They 
include an opportunity for empathy to the human condi-
tion, an awareness of our connection to these stories, to 
their universality and persistence.

This afternoon, the Women’s Club presents Eleanor 
Clift for its Contemporary Issues series in the Hall of 
Philosophy. Clift will be discussing her latest book, Two 
Weeks of Life, reflecting on the death of her husband, Tom 
Brazaitis. After fighting his illness aggressively for five 
years, they decided to allow him to die at home in hos-
pice care. Eleanor, a seasoned journalist, talks of giving 
up all else to care for him during this time. It is an emo-
tional journal written with a sober reflection of the public 
issues of how we as a society approach this inevitability 
in all of our lives. In contrast to this very private pro-
cess, Terri Schiavo’s death after 15 years on life-support 
occurred in the same week. The cacophony of our public 
exchange over Schiavo’s death is coupled with Eleanor’s 
revelation of her discussions with Tom and their experi-
ence with the costs of care and the way people think 
about the demarcation of a life worth living.

Throughout the coming week, we will discuss and 
consider issues related to privacy in tension with se-
curity, convenience, commerce, individual rights and 
social and emotional consequences. You are engaging in 
an unfolding narrative of significance to us personally 
and to our society. The evolution of society, personhood 
within the society, the free exchange of information, the 
unfettered advance of technological invention, and the 
moral and ethical obligations of concentrations of power 
(government, religion, corporate) to restrain its exercise 
of such power. These are some of the sub-themes of this 
discussion. Opera, theater, poetry, fiction, visual art, 
instrumental music and dance have been telling stories 
for millennia with these very issues at stake. We need to 
remind ourselves of the practical importance of ensuring 
the love and appreciation of the arts is deeply ingrained 
in the lives of our children and those of all citizens. They 
help us see the underlying humanity at stake in the con-
sideration.

Welcome to a community of exploration. May the ex-
perience feed your moral and creative imagination well 
beyond the time within these gates.

COLUMN BY THOMAS M. BECKER

From the President

Chautauqua in Week Three deeply 
examines sensitive privacy issues

WEEK
THREE
The Ethics of Privacy

 » on the grounds

CHARITABLE SUPPORT
Did you know your gate ticket covers less than 60 
percent of the programs you are enjoying today?

As a not-for-profit organization, Chautauqua is dependent 
upon philanthropy to offset its revenues and cover costs 
associated with its morning lecture platform, evening 
entertainment, fine and performing arts schools, children’s 
programming, etc. 

All the artistic and intellectual stimulation that you enjoy on a 
daily basis is an expression of the generosity of hundreds of 
Chautauquans who have made a gift above and beyond their 
gate ticket. Please consider making a gift to Chautauqua’s 
annual fund.

You may learn more by calling 716-357-6407, perusing www.
ciweb.org/giving, or visiting the Chautauqua Foundation office 
in the Colonnade on Bestor Plaza.



Robert Loring Gingell, M.D.

Dr. Robert L. Gingell, a 
pediatric cardiologist for 40 
years in Buffalo and James-
town, and a Bliss resident for 
25 years, died unexpectedly 
Tuesday, March 11, 2014. He 
was 75.

Born in Roanoke, Vir-
ginia, he grew up in Sil-
ver Spring, Maryland, and 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
from American University. 
Before graduating in 1964 
from the University of Mary-
land School of Medicine, as 
a senior he was an ensign in 
the Navy Reserve Medical 
Corps, and spent a summer 
in research at Bethesda Na-
val Hospital. 

Gingell did his internship 
at the University of Mary-
land Hospital, and then en-
tered the Navy as a lieuten-
ant, serving for three years 
as pediatrician in the Station 
Hospital at the Naval Ord-
nance Test Station in China 
Lake, California. While in 
China Lake, he played on the 
station’s all-star basketball 
team, was appointed to serve 
on the local school board, 
and completely restored his 
1931 Ford Victoria coupe.

Returning from service, 
he took a three-year residen-
cy in pediatrics at the Uni-
versity of Maryland Hospi-
tal, serving as chief resident 

during his third year and 
receiving the Golden Ap-
ple Award for outstanding 
teaching. He then entered a 
fellowship in pediatric cardi-
ology at the Johns Hopkins 
Hospital. 

From 1979 to 2000, Gingell 
served as director of the Car-
diac Catheterization Labo-
ratory at Women and Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Buffalo. 
He computerized the lab and 
wrote its original computer 
program himself.

He was principal inves-
tigator on several research 
projects, including one with 
his daughter, Beth, and au-
thored many publications, 
book chapters and abstracts.

He also served as pedi-
atric cardiologist at WCA 
Hospital in Jamestown for 
26 years, and practiced with 

Pediatric Cardiology Associ-
ates in Buffalo. Gingell was a 
fellow of the American Col-
lege of Cardiology and the 
American Academy of Pedi-
atrics, and was an associate 
professor of pediatrics at the 
University of Buffalo Medi-
cal School.

He painted watercolors 
and created annual Christ-
mas cards for his friends 
and family, and also donated 
artwork for local fundrais-
ing events. At Chautauqua, 
he liked sailing and golfing, 
and served as co-president 
of the board of trustees of 
the Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd on the 
grounds. He enjoyed follow-
ing University of Maryland 
sports.

Survivors include his wife 
of 49 years, the former Mar-
jorie Towson; three daugh-
ters, Elizabeth (Frederick) 
Epstein of Charlottesville, 
Virginia, Loring (Paul) Mc-
Donald and Robbin (Vincent) 
Zaleski of Buffalo; a brother, 
Dr. James Gingell, and a sis-
ter, Elizabeth James, both of 
Annapolis, Maryland; eight 
grandchildren and a great-
grandson.

If desired, memorial do-
nations may be made to a 
memorial fund in his name 
at the WCA Heart Center, 
207 Foote Avenue, James-
town, NY 14701.
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in memoriam

Milestones

Cabell Brown

Cabell Brown, age 90, 
of Buffalo, passed away on 
Thursday, Dec. 12, 2013. 

He was born on March 12, 
1923, in Akron, new york, 
the son of David W. and Elsie 
Seddon Brown. He was mar-
ried to Phyllis Knoell Brown. 
She passed away in novem-
ber 2011.

Cabell served in the Army 
Air Force in World War II as 
a navigator on B-17s for 35 
missions.  He was awarded 
the Air Medal with five oak 
leaf clusters. 

He graduated in 1950 
from the University of Vir-

ginia with a degree in civil 
engineering and worked for 
many years as a consulting 
engineer in Buffalo. 

He was a member and 
past president of the Buffalo 
Ski Club, and active in Cal-
vary Episcopal Church in 
Williamsville. 

Cabell, Phyllis and their 
daughters spent more than 
58 summers at Chautauqua, 
residing on Haven across 
from the Hall of Philosophy.

He is survived by his 
daughters, Elizabeth Gia-
nacoplos and her husband, 
Peter, of Groton, Connecti-
cut, Corrie C. Brown of Ath-

ens, Georgia, and attorney 
Ellen C. Brown of Noank, 
Connecticut; his sister Mary 
Daughaday of Orchard Park 
new york; five grandchil-
dren, Alex, Corrie, Jill, Da-
vid, Lucy and four great 
grandchildren. the family 
plans to continue summer-
ing at Chautauqua.

A memorial service will 
be held at 1 p.m. Sunday, July 
13, at the Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd. Do-
nations in Cabell’s memory 
may be directed to Chautau-
qua Institution or to a char-
ity of the donor’s choice.

Julius Rudel

Maestro Julius Rudel, for-
mer leader of the Chautau-
qua opera Company and 
the Buffalo Philharmonic 
orchestra, died June 26 at his 
home in new york City. He 
was 93.

Rudel was born in Vienna 
and fell in love with opera 
from an early age. He even-
tually served as music direc-
tor of the Chautauqua opera 
Company in 1958. In 1959, he 
was named artistic director. 
His tenure at Chautauqua 
was short — one year — but 
his influence was enormous, 
encouraging the perfor-
mance of more new Ameri-

can operas and Broadway 
musicals. 

From 1957 to 1979, he was 
general director of the New 
York City Opera, where he 
helped foster the careers of 
Jose Carreras, Placido Do-
mingo, Sherrill Milnes, Bev-
erly Sills, and later, a young 
budding stage director, Jay 
Lesenger.

Rudel led the Buffalo Phil-
harmonic orchestra from 
1978 to 1984.

In 2004, Maestro Rudel 
returned to Chautauqua for 
the first time in almost 45 
years to conduct our Young 
Artists in concert.

VISITORS CENTER 
The Visitors Center 
located in the Post office 
Building on Bestor Plaza 
provides first-time visitors 
with general information 
about Chautauqua 
programming, history 
and accommodations, 
plus help with getting 
acclimated to the 
institution’s grounds. 
Hours are 9 a.m. to  
5 p.m. Sunday to 
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Friday, and 1 p.m. to 
5 p.m. Saturday. 

 » on the grounds



Allison levitsky
Staff Writer

The Brass Band of the 
Western Reserve will round 
out Independence Day week-
end at 2:30 p.m. Sunday in 
the Amphitheater with a 
concert titled “From Sea to 
Shining Sea.” 

After a weekend full of all-
American entertainment and 
activities at Chautauqua, the 
performance is not intended 
to be “out-and-out patriotic,” 
according to the band’s di-
rector, Keith Wilkinson. But 
the band’s last album was 
titled “From Sea to Shining 
Sea,” and much of its cur-
rent repertoire includes such 
American classics as George 
Gershwin, Scott Joplin, Hen-
ry Mancini and Glenn Miller. 

“We’re not trying to 
imitate the Sousa band, al-
though there will be some 
Sousa,” Wilkinson said. 
“We’re just trying to make it 
a North American feel.”

As an English transplant 
to Columbus, Ohio, as well 
as a seasoned brass conduc-
tor, Wilkinson has a unique 
perspective on what that 
means. He directed the 
award-winning Virtuosi 
GUS Band in Kettering, Eng-
land, from 1978 to 1985, and 
the William Davis Band from 
1986 to 1995. GUS won BBC 
TV’s Best of Brass on two oc-
casions, and William Davis 
won the Edinburgh Interna-
tional Festival and the Grand 
Shield Contest. 

Wilkinson moved to Ohio 
with his wife and daughters 
in 1996, and formed the Brass 
Band of the Western Reserve 

in 1997. The band has compet-
ed in the championship sec-
tion of the North American 
Brass Band Championships 
and recorded six albums, 
ranging in style but holding 
fast to the band’s British roots.

“The instrumentation of 
the Brass Band of the West-
ern Reserve is the British 
style, but having said that, 
it’s now an international style 
of brass band instrumenta-
tion,” he said, noting that 
the band’s repertoire is also 
“more or less international.”

He warned against con-
fusing the Western Reserve 
with red-coated British 
marching bands.

“Sometimes, there’s a 
misconception about a 
brass band, that it’s a sort 
of marching-band style,” 
he said. “We’re more sym-
phonic than that, like a sym-

phonic band but without the 
woodwinds. It’s not loud and 
in your face all the time.”

Wilkinson recently re-
tired from being a math pro-
fessor at Capital University 
in Columbus. But the band 
should keep him fairly busy: 
he, like several of the band’s 
more than 30 members, trav-
els more than 100 miles to 
attend their weekly rehears-
als in Akron. Why travel so 
far? The band attracts mem-
bers who want to play well, 
Wilkinson said.

“We keep a fairly consis-
tent personnel and a consis-
tent level of performances. 
We don’t allow the standards 
to fall,” Wilkinson said. “The 
goal of the members of the 
band is that they want to play 
with a band that’s striving 
for really high standards.”
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Cortney linneCke
Staff Writer

A group of roughly 25 
parents, grandparents and 
friends of youth gathered 
Wednesday morning to en-
gage in conversation with 
Institution leaders concern-
ing children’s experiences in 
Chautauqua. 

The discussion, titled 
“Family and youth Expe-
riences and Programs,” 
transpired on the Hultquist 
Center porch. It was led by 
Sherra Babcock, vice presi-
dent and Emily and Richard 
Smucker Chair for Educa-
tion, and Matt Ewalt, associ-
ate director of Education and 
youth Services.

Babcock and Ewalt took 
the porch discussion as an 
opportunity to explore youth 
services within the Institu-
tion and receive feedback 
from families regarding what 
they would like to see from 
these programs in the future.

Society is changing, Bab-
cock said, and along with it 
the needs of children and 
families are altering. youth 
education and services within 
the Institution, then, must ac-
commodate these new needs.

“We’re opening up the 
conversation with kids and 
their parents, so we can be-
gin to expand our options,” 
Babcock said.

There are currently sever-
al programs for children and 
teenagers on Chautauqua’s 
grounds. Children’s School, 
geared for children ages 3 
to 5, is a developmental pre-
school that focuses on social 
skills, recreation and educa-
tion. Boys’ and Girls’ Club is 
a day camp for youth ages 7 
to 15. Then there are Special 
Studies classes, which offer 
lessons on a wide variety of 
skills and topics for all ages. 
Aside from these programs, 
Chautauqua also hosts sever-
al smaller activities, such as 
the youth Scholar Program 
in Weeks One through Four 
and CHQUP in Week Six, 
which allows high school-
and college-aged students 
an opportunity to discuss 
morning lectures in their 

own environment.
Babcock said there is cur-

rently a drive to adapt these 
programs and make them 
more attractive and meaning-
ful to a changing community. 
As fewer and fewer Chau-
tauquans return for the full 
nine weeks of summer, and 
as more newcomers visit the 
grounds, youth services need 
to be more widely publicized 
and adjusted to meet a chang-
ing community’s needs.

“Our programs are still 
incredibly vibrant,” Babcock 
said. “They’re wonderful op-
portunities for children to 
learn. But for a lot of people, 
Chautauqua is their vaca-
tion, and they want to spend 
time with their children. 
They resent shuttling their 
kids off.”

Ewalt said that, while 
many parents may be hesi-

tant to divide the family by 
sending their children off to 
youth programs, the goal of 
these services is not to sepa-
rate families, but to bring 
them together. As a result, 
many children’s activi-
ties mirror the Institution’s 
weekly themes in an attempt 
to bridge the gap between 
adult and youth education. 
An example is the way Week 
Six’s focus on Brazil will be 
captured in children’s pro-
grams. While the Chautau-
qua Literary and Science 
Circle reads Pele’s autobiog-
raphy, CLSC young Read-
ers will be reading Keeper, 
the story of a Brazilian child 
who plays soccer.

“As much as the adults are 
engaged in a subject on the 
grounds, the kids are too,” 
Ewalt said. “And hopefully 
at the end of the day, they’re 

talking about it at the dinner 
table.”

Another aspect of youth 
programs that troubled com-
munity members was the 
lack of an arts education af-
ter children leave Children’s 
School and enroll in the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club. 

Phil Lerman, a parent in 
attendance, voiced his inter-
est in seeing more arts op-
portunities across all the dis-
ciplines for older children.

“Children’s School does 
a wonderful job of integrat-
ing the arts,” Lerman said. 
“What makes me sad is that 
I have to suspend my kids’ 
musical education when they 

go to Club. It seems strange 
to say this about a place like 
Chautauqua, but we need to 
break the arts desert.”

Ewalt and Babcock agreed 
that, while there are many 
arts opportunities for older 
children in Special Studies 
classes, it could be possible 
to integrate a greater arts ed-
ucation into Club activities. 
Ewalt said that even further 
diversification of Club pro-
gramming is not beyond the 
realm of possibility.

“I could see a hybrid mod-
el that incorporates the rich-
ness of Club, but gives kids 
more choices,” he said. “And 
not just in art. In science, in 

literature. I’d even love to see 
a filmmaking class.”

Finally, Babcock and 
Ewalt are working to stream-
line the application process 
for youth activities. Ewalt 
said he would like to see a 
majority of bulky application 
paperwork moved online for 
efficiency and would also 
like to raise greater aware-
ness of how to access and 
complete applications.

“Such a great program 
has such a restrictive pro-
cess,” said longtime Chau-
tauquan Carol Rufener, who 
has spent 36 seasons at the 
Institution and had trouble 
accessing youth service ap-
plications this summer. “It 
could be made much easier.”

This week, the Board of 
Trustees Porch Discussion 
served as a forum for com-
munity members to voice 
concerns and comments 
regarding youth and fam-
ily services. Babcock, Ewalt 
and others in the admin-
istration plan to take these 
suggestions into account 
as they move forward with 
changes in the programs. 
The porch discussion series 
will resume next at 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday on the Hultquist 
Center porch with a theme of 
“Community and Faith.”

Porch discussion addresses family, youth programs

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

Sherra Babcock, vice president and Emily and Richard Smucker Chair for Education, speaks at Wednesday’s Trustees Porch Discussion 
on the porch of the Hultquist Center. Babcock’s presentation was titled “Family and Youth Experiences and Programs.”

As much as the adults 
are engaged in a 
subect on the grounds, 
the kids are, too. And 
hopefully, at the end of 
the day, they’re talking 
about it at the dinner 
table.

—MATT EWALT
Associate director,  

Education and Youth Services

‘From Sea to Shining Sea’ concert 
rounds out Independence weekend

WILKINSON
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In the last 50 years, the 
world’s population has dou-
bled. the economy, when 
adjusted for inflation, has 
grown sevenfold. 

“We have done more in 
the last 50 years than all 
civilization put together,” 
said environmental scientist 
Jonathan Foley to the Am-
phitheater audience Friday, 
citing unprecedented ad-
vances in technology, global 
development and energy 
use. Those five decades have 
seen human civilization re-
quire three times more food 
and water — and four times 
more fossil-based energy — 
to sustain itself.

So, Foley said, “How do 
we live through the most 
explosive, changing period 
in human history, and get 
out of it without causing too 
much damage?” the central 

challenges that Foley seeks 
to address are how to feed 
the current world popula-
tion, how to feed the 2 billion 
additional people projected 
to populate the globe in the 
next 36 years, and how to 
meet these challenges with-
out further damaging the 
environment.

Foley directs the Institute 
on the Environment at the 
university of Minnesota, 
where he is a professor and 
McKnight Presidential chair 
of Global Environment and 
Sustainability. Next month, 
he will join the california 
Academy of Sciences as ex-
ecutive director. His was the 
fifth and final lecture in this 
week’s lecture theme, “Feed-
ing a Hungry Planet,” pre-
sented in partnership with 
National Geographic. 

Over the last 30 to 40 
years, the world has seen the 
Green revolution take over 
agriculture, a mad dash to 

boost crop yields with ad-
vanced technology, fertilizer 
and genetically modified or-
ganisms. 

But Foley thinks the 
Green revolution is wilting. 
rice and wheat, which feed 
the world half of its calories, 
have each declined in yield 
by 40 percent over the last 
decade.

Instead, governments are 
putting money into corn 
and soybean crops, most of 
which do not directly feed 
people. Globally, only 55 
percent of the food grown 
directly feeds humans. corn 
and soy are largely used to 
feed animals and cars, which 
is far less efficient, Foley said, 
than feeding people directly. 
cow’s milk, for example, 
only yields 40 percent of the 
original caloric value fed to 
the cow to produce it. Meat 
like chicken, pork and beef 
are worse, feeding people 
between 3 and 12 percent of 

the calories required to pro-
duce it.

Between 800 and 900 
million people in the world 
today do not have food se-
curity. this is not a result 
of scarcity, he said, pointing 
out that 40 percent of food 
is wasted worldwide. these 
people are hungry because 
they lack economic or insti-
tutional access to food. And 

for the first time, the world 
is home to a global middle 
class 4 billion strong. those 
in countries like china, In-
dia, Brazil and Vietnam, who 
now have extra money to 
spend, are eating more meat, 
which adds to demands on 
global food supply and the 
environment.

All of this means that the 
world needs to double its 
current food supply by 2050. 

“We can’t do that,” Foley 
said. Instead, he said, food 
systems can be made more 
efficient. Highly inefficient 
agricultural techniques of 
watering practices and fer-
tilization still prevail. Many 
fertile regions in the world 
under-produce agriculture, 
including regions of Mexi-
co, Africa, Asia and Eastern 
Europe. the answer to this, 
Foley said, is supporting dis-
enfranchised small farmers, 
many of whom are women. 
these farmers often lack 

resources such as credit or 
transportation.

On top of this, forests con-
tinue to be cut down to make 
room for crops, lumber and 
livestock. Half of that defor-
estation occurs in Brazil and 
Indonesia. But Brazil has cut 
its deforestation by 80 per-
cent in the last six years, a 
reduction so profound that, 
Foley said, it is more impor-
tant to climate change than 
if the U.S. took every car off 
the road forever.

Foley sees actions like 
this one as reason to still be 
optimistic about the future. 
Amid all of the limitations 
and challenges he says the 
world is facing, humankind 
is equipped to face reality.

“We know what the prob-
lem is,” he said. “We know 
what to do. We have the so-
lutions we need. We have the 
tools we need. We just have 
to get to work.”

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Jonathan Foley, director of the 
Institute on the Environment at the 

University of Minnesota, speaks 
about sustainable food Friday 
morning in the Amphitheater.

foley highlightS inefficiencieS 
in global agriculture

Editor’s note: This Q&A has 
been edited for clarity and length.

Q: Grains versus fruits and 
vegetables: most refer-

ences to food efficiencies per 
acre that you presented today 
refer to grains. Where do 
fruits and vegetables fit into 
the picture?

A: It turns out fruits and 
vegetables are what we 

first think of when we think of 
the food we get off of a farm, 
but they’re like 1 to 2 percent 
of the global food produc-
tion system. Because most of 
what keeps us alive every day 
are things like grains, or dairy 
products, or roots and tubers, 
meats — stuff like that. Fruits 
and vegetables are not very big 
for calories, but they’re hugely 
packed full of nutrients. That’s 
why they’re so, so important. 
But it’d be very hard to live just 
on fruits, for example, every 
day. It’d be hard to keep your-
self going that way. They’re 
pretty efficient in some ways. 

Whether you think per pound, 
or do you think per calorie, or 
do you think per dose of vita-
mins you got — those would 
be very different. So it turns 
out, grains are probably more 
efficient in terms of taking 
them out of water and turning 
that into a pound of grain com-
pared to a pound of strawber-
ries, let’s say. It probably takes 
less water to make the grain, 
but per pound of vitamin C, 
the strawberries are fantastic, 
because they’re just wonderful 
little packets of nutrients. So 
when you talk about efficiency, 
you have to ask, efficiency to 
do what? Weight? Calories? 
Or nutrients? So it’s kind of a 
mixed bag. But fruits and veg-
gies are hugely important, as 
we know, and fortunately we’re 
pretty good at growing those 
things now. 

Q: Do you foresee a day 
where water has a 

market-driven price to enable 
conservation? should it have 
a market price?

A: That’s a really interesting 
question. Should water 

have a price on it? It kind of 
does already, in some parts 
of the world, either explicitly 
or implicitly. And I have mixed 
feelings about that. Because 

on one hand, if water had a 
price, then we’d be forced to 
use market mechanisms to 
think about it. Like, oh, we 
wouldn’t be subsidizing water. 
Think about it this way: we, the 
public, pay taxes for infra-
structure to get water all over 
the country, and we consider 
it free. It’s not free. You and I 
paid for it. We paid for all that 
stuff. Water pumping, puri-
fication, sanitation, sewage 
treatment: we pay for that. But 
we are unequally benefiting 
from it, because companies 
and ranchers and farmers can 
get that water mainly for free, 
and then use it to make things 
that benefit them. But we don’t 
get that benefit as the larger 
public. It’s kind of like social-
izing the costs and privatizing 
the benefits. So water does 
have a price, but it’s hidden. 
If we made water prices more 
explicit, so farmers and ranch-
ers and companies paid the 
right price for water, not being 
subsidized by us, it might 
change their incentives about 
how much they use and how 
efficient they are. But also, they 
might pay other people to pro-
tect their water. That’s kind of 
called a “water fund.” They’re 
actually in South America, all 

over South America — Ec-
uador, Colombia — there are 
places like this. People are 
paying people in the uplands 
to protect their forest and their 
water so that the water is still 
pure when it comes down to 
the cities. So it’s like cities are 
paying the countryside to pro-
tect their water. New York did 
this too with the Catskills. It’s 
pretty interesting. I think using 
market mechanisms to help 
protect water can be a good 
thing, but on the other hand, 
we have to recognize that wa-
ter should be a universal right. 
I’d hate for people not to have 
water because they can’t af-
ford it — that’s crazy, too. So 
I guess I have mixed feelings 
about that. I think the markets 
can help solve some of our 
water problems to help take 
away the hidden subsidies 
and make those more explicit, 
but at the same time, market 
forces and prices must guar-
antee access to clean, potable 
water to everyone. Because 
that’s a much more important 
human right than anything a 
market could do. We’ll have to 
figure out how to do both. 

—Transcribed by  
Ryan Pait

We have done more 
in the last 50 years 
than all civilization put 
together.”

—Jonathan Foley
Director,

University of Minnesota  
Institute on the Environment



We are sitting sitting in the sunroom of a comfortable, 
elegant home in the south end of the grounds. The 
owners of the house are relaxed and reflective as 
they consider their lives together and separately.

Doctors Jane Stirniman and Jeanne Wiebenga have made 
Chautauqua their home for more than two decades. They ooze 
vitality. Their over-full lives continue to enrich those of many 
others. Wiebenga continues to volunteer at a women’s clinic for 
immigrants in suburban Fairfax, Virginia, and her expertly nu-
anced photographs illustrate the Chautauqua Bookstore’s annual 
calendar.

Stirniman remains resolutely active in local and Jamestown 
civic organizations. She is also a court-appointed special advocate 
(CASA) for foster children in Chautauqua County. The couple 
are longtime Chautauqua Opera supporters and host many sum-
mer students on the grounds for numerous dinners every year. 
They had recently returned from an ambitious vacation in the 
Peruvian Andes when we spoke.

 Stirniman: I think I was very fortunate to be born 
to exceptional parents. My parents were the children 
of farmers at the start of the 20th century. They both 
went to Iowa State University, in Ames. My father took 
a degree in what was then a brand-new discipline, in 
agricultural engineering. My mother got her bachelor’s 
degree. They then migrated west, my mother to Mon-
tana to teach, my father to teach a course at the Univer-
sity of California, Davis.

My parents were engaged for eight years before they 
got married, and then they had three children. They were 
living in Davis, between San Francisco and Sacramento. 
Then one day my father got a call from the State Depart-
ment. They asked if he would be willing to go to Russia 
and help Stalin with his first five-year plan in agriculture. 
My parents talked it over and said yes. They had three 
children, aged 1, 3 and 5. The year was 1930. 

My mother left the three children at a kinderheim (chil-
dren’s home) in Berlin, and they took off for what is now 
Ukraine, to a collective rice-growing farm. They stayed 
for two years. Then they left, having never been paid 
by the Russian government. They got back home to the 
States, with no money, and it’s the Depression. And I was 
born.

 But Caterpillar gave my father a job, in Australia, 
because my father had been uncrating the Caterpillar 
tractors in the Ukraine, and they liked the job he did. 
So when I was 6 months old, we moved to Australia. We 
lived there for nearly six years. I think we came home 
because of World War II; I never really asked.

During the war, my father was sent to the Pacific 
theater with the Seabees, and the rest of us returned to 
Brooklyn, Iowa, where my mother was born. Then, after 
the war, we moved to Honolulu. I was a teenager there, 
and I loved it. I went to the same high school where 
Obama went, for a couple of years. Then we returned to 
Iowa.

 After high school, I went to college in Chicago and de-
cided, through a pre-med program, that I wanted to be a 
doctor in the third world. I joined a religious community, 
the Medical Mission Sisters, in Philadelphia. That was 
the only way I could see to do what I wanted to do. I did 
my two-year novitiate, and they sent me to Georgetown 
University Medical School. I was one of five women in the 
first-year class of 125.

By the time we graduated, two of us women were left 
in the class. There followed an internship in Philadelphia 
and a five-year surgical residency in St. Louis.

I was ready to go overseas and fulfill my dream. I ar-
rived in Ghana, in West Africa, in 1970. There was a mis-

sion hospital there, 250 miles from the capital of Accra, 
that had been started in 1948 at the request of the chief of 
the village. It was in the rain forest.

It was also perfect for what I wanted to do. I had my 
boards in surgery. I was the only surgeon for one or two 
million people, and I loved it. We trained the lab techs, 
the ER techs and the X-ray techs. The only way we could 
staff the hospital was to recruit young doctors. Germany 
and the Netherlands would send us young doctors and 
give some financial support.

I was at that hospital for 10 years. In my eighth year, 
one of the young doctors I hired was from Holland. Her 
name was Jeanne Wiebenga. My life changed.

After 10 years, I didn’t want to be a nun anymore. I 
couldn’t stay at the hospital unless I continued to be a 
nun. So I came home and I got an ER job at Jamestown 
General Hospital. Some of my friends introduced me to 
Chautauqua Institution. I thought it was fabulous.

When I had a chance to do so, I bought property on 
the grounds. I thought this is where life was. I thought 
of myself as being on vacation in Chautauqua and taking 
work breaks at the hospital. And Jeanne joined me. And 
here we are.

 Wiebenga: I was born in the Netherlands. My parents 
came from rural communities in different parts of the 
country. They both ended up meeting in the center of 
the country, in Utrecht, where they were both in medical 
school. They graduated from medical school in 1939 but 
got engaged before my father was called up to the war. 
For six years he was a naval officer. During the war, my 
mother was running a tuberculosis hospital. They got 
married after the war. I was born a few years later.

My parents didn’t push me into medical school, but I 
did wind up going to medical school myself. My desire 
had always been to work all over the world. I guess I had 
a wanderlust, particularly for developing countries.

Maybe some of that came from my grandmother. When 
she was 18, she moved to South Africa from the Neth-
erlands, and became a war photographer. I also got my 
passion for photography from her, I guess.

So, after medical school, I wanted to take up an op-
portunity in Africa. As Jane said, the Dutch government 
supported transfers to overseas hospitals, especially in 
Africa. A friend recommended Ghana, and in particular 
this mission hospital with lots of nuns and doctors who 
would teach and mentor me. So I said OK.

Jane had hired me sight unseen. She was the medical 
director and surgeon at this hospital cut out of the middle 
of the rain forest. It was a fabulous hospital, serving wide 
swaths of northwestern Ghana. They did primary care, 

gynecology and obstetrics, vaccinations for children. I 
never learned as much in my medical career as I did in 
Ghana.

 Our patients suffered from hunger and extreme pov-
erty. Electricity and running water were extraordinary 
luxuries. This hospital has continued to thrive. By the early 
1990s, management had successfully been transferred to 
Ghanaians. I have been back many times and am always 
inspired by their advances.

After three years there on staff, I left when my contract 
ended. Through Jane and others, I got an OB-GYN intern-
ship in Buffalo. I finished that in 1987 and because of my 
visa status I wound up returning to the Netherlands. 
After a couple of years there, I had a chance to return to 
Africa — in Malawi. Jane joined me as my partner, and we 
worked in an ER. We were there for three years.

Jane went back to the hospital in Jamestown, and I even-
tually followed her. We have been back in this area now 
for 20 years. During that time, I have volunteered in Ghana 
and elsewhere, Jane has done the same in Ethiopia. But our 
home has been right here in Chautauqua.

 Stirniman: We’re fine here. We have lots of friends. 
There is an acceptance of our relationship that is almost 
implicit; we don’t really think about it. We have, simply, 
lived our lives. And I do live and die with the fortunes of 
my beloved Buffalo Bills.

 Wiebenga: Actually, we have never had a situation 
where anyone here had any difficulty with our relation-
ship. People have loved us for who we are. We have made 
so many friends here from very diverse backgrounds, 
particularly in the summer. We spend part of our winters 
away, and we have always felt Chautauqua is a unique 
community.

My father, in his late 80s and 90s, came here to be with 
us every year for many years, and he told me that if there 
was one place I should never leave, it is Chautauqua. My 
dad had traveled all over the world, basically since he was 
14. For the community, the educational part of it, the lec-
tures, the concerts, he came every year. After my mother 
died, my father’s visits to Chautauqua were an important 
part of the healing process.

For the past 20 years, we have hosted friends here from 
all over the world — literally. They have always wanted to 
come back, and they have come back. Fortunately, we have 
a place where they can stay.
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Globetrotting doctor couple finds Chautauqua enrichment

Chautauqua Conversations
column by john ford
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Children on parade
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1. Students and counselors from Children’s School fill the steps of the Colonnade as they sing 
patriotic songs following the annual Fourth of July Children’s School Parade Friday. 2. The young 
marchers proceed down Ames. 3. Philip Jeschke, 5, arranges his headpiece in preparation for his 
march down Pratt. 4. Following the parade, students and their counselors goof around in Bestor 
Plaza. Visit chqdaily.com for more scenes from the 2014 Children’s School parade.

1

2

3

4

Annual march down Pratt kicks off  
Chautauqua’s Fourth of July festivities
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Since its debut in the 
1880s, the Athenaeum 
Hotel has traditionally 
greeted guests with 

high-caliber decorum and first-
rate etiquette. A lavish chande-
lier, plush carpeting, high ceil-
ings and a baby grand piano all 
add to the extravagant effect.

Waltz into Heirloom Restau-
rant, and the sensation stays the 
same. Intimate chit-chat drifts 
over white tablecloths and deli-
cate glasses of wine.

Through the kitchen doors, 
however, lies a radically differ-
ent world. The frenzied situa-
tion behind the scenes is a sharp 
contrast from the dignified din-
ing room, resembling the back-
stage mayhem at a rock concert.

This show is of the culinary 
genre, though, and last Sunday 
featured the second rendition of 
the hotel’s Farm-to-Table dinner 
to take place this year. Travis 
Bensink, the new executive chef 
of Heirloom, is the star of the 
show.

“Obviously it’s crazy back 
here,” Bensink said, “but we’re 
having a lot of fun.”

All around, clanging metal, 
shouting wait staff and sizzling 
skillets blend into a culinary din. 
Cooks toss sautéing vegetables 
like performers at a caramel-
ization carnival. Servers dodge 
and duck with steadied trays, 
disappearing and reappearing 
at regular intervals through the 
swinging doors. Despite the 
chaos, the kitchen bustles like a 
machine, oiled with adrenaline.

While fielding questions and 
giving instruction while tend-
ing to a mushroom gravy sauce, 
Bensink radiates excitement. 
The energy is reflected in his an-
imated cooking style. A drizzle 
of dill crème fraiche atop a slab 
of honey-and-cilantro-grilled 
salmon dominates the Farm-
to-Table dinner’s third course. 
Next, a blissful helping of mush-
room Diane sauce surrounds a 
succulent filet of Angus beef.

“I would describe 

my food as a cross between 
French and modernist cuisine,” 
Bensink said. “We focus on mod-
ernist plating of classic French 
dishes.”

Catering to a sold-out crowd 
of more than 60 guests, Bensink 
had good reason to be excited. 
The seven-course dinner, which 
raised more than $4,500 for the 
Chautauqua Fund, tied in di-
rectly to the theme of the week: 
“Feeding a Hungry Planet.” We-
gmans, which has increasingly 
partnered with local farmers, 
provided all the ingredients for 
Bensink’s locally sourced meal.

“It’s great what Wegmans is 
doing this week,” Bensink said, 
“because it’s increasing aware-
ness of not only global but re-
gional food problems in the 
area.”

Despite the event’s success, 
Bensink is not entirely satisfied. 
Cooking, unlike his previous 
jobs, is “more intimate, more 
passionate,” but there is much 
about food that Bensink detests.

“America has 
done its share 
of damage on 
many local food 
e c o n o m i e s , ” 
Bensink said. 
“Our eating and 
consuming hab-
its have helped 
jack up the price 
on a lot of food. 
People really 
need to under-
stand that when 
we become fixat-
ed on something 
in our culture, 
we may be tak-
ing something 
else away from the world.”

Aside from a consumer cul-
ture, Bensink also attributes 
the global food dilemma to 
American business and political 
agendas. He believes the key to 
sustainability is not just aid but 
also education with a focus on 
environmental and social con-
sciousness.

“There are four or five major 

companies controlling the na-
tional and global food market, 
and they’re bastardizing food,” 
Bensink said. “There have to be 
measures put in place so we can 
work cohesively with the environ-
ment and help others learn how to 

adapt and grow 
food sustain-
ably.”

Ult imately, 
he said, “we 
have to get back 
to our roots and 
make sure our 
food is whole-
some.”

For Bensink, 
getting back 
to the roots 
means cutting 
out the middle-
man and know-
ing exactly 
where our food 
comes from. 
By eliminat-

ing large-scale food operations 
and easy-access practices, he 
believes eating habits will be 
simpler, more responsible and 
more beneficial to the commu-
nity. Getting back to the roots is 
personified in the farm-to-table 
philosophy.

“Farm-to-table is what I grew 
up with,” Bensink said. “For me, 
it meant going out to my grand-

father’s garden 

and picking our own vegetables 
and fruits, raising our cows, our 
own chickens. It’s so personal 
because it literally comes from 
your garden to your table.”

Bensink, a native of nearby 
Clymer, New York, is sympa-
thetic to the Chautauqua ag-
riculture economy because it 
was an essential component of 
his upbringing. Having spent 
a great deal of his youth with 
his grandfather, Bensink cred-
its much of his attitudes toward 
work and life to this patriarchal 
figure.

“My drive and need for orga-
nization comes from grandfa-
ther. He was in the military and 
instilled that kind of mentality 
in me,” Bensink said. “I get up 
in the morning and have a plan 
for my whole day.”

Following a few jobs in law 
and graphic design, Bensink 
moved with his wife, Tawn, to 
North Carolina. While living in 
the Tar Heel State, he earned an 
associate’s degree in culinary 
arts and landed a few gastro-
nomic positions. Upon hearing 

of the opening at Heirloom, 
Bensink returned 

to his home-
town and  

 

accepted the head chef position 
in April.

Now armed with his  
degree in culinary arts and an-
other in business administra-
tion, Bensink applies his grand-
father’s military orderliness to 
his managerial style.

“The first thing I needed to 
do was get the restaurant set up 
with this new philosophy and 
a staff that was onboard with 
what I wanted to do,” Bensink 
said. “Next year we’re going to 
work on getting more rooftop 
and onsite gardens so a lot of 
our food can come from right 
here on the grounds. I wake up 
every day with plans for im-
provement.”

In these short three months 
on the job, Bensink has already 
made great strides in imple-
menting his farm-to-table phi-
losophy at the Heirloom.

He’s proud to say that be-
tween 50 and 60 percent of the 
menu’s ingredients come from 
within a 100-mile radius.

“Hopefully that number 
grows to 80 within the next 
year,” Bensink said.

Bensink also recognizes the 
importance of relationships 
within the community, sourcing 
from local farms and commu-
nity-supported agriculture ini-
tiatives like CHQ Local, Green 

Heron Growers, Haff Acres 
Farm, Abers Acres and 

more.

Artistry
Edible

I think if you’re in the  
culinary industry and 
you’re not using the 
freshest ingredients, 
which come from the 
small, local farm, you’re 
really cheating yourself 
and your guests.”

—TRAVIS BENSINK 
Executive chef,

Heirloom

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer
Above, Travis Bensink, executive 

chef of Heirloom Restaurant, 
directs his chefs on how to plate 

the dishes for a seven-course 
Farm-to-Table dinner on June 29. 
Filet mignon, right, was the third, 

main course dish served at the 
dinner, and the dessert course, 

raspberry trifle, below, wrapped  
up the night’s meal.

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

Head chef brings new food 
philosophy to Heirloom

See CHEF, Page B2
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“now that i’m a chef, 
farm-to-table is still the 
same basic concept but it 
also means having no mid-
dle man,” Bensink said. 
“there is no one controlling 
the price except the farmer. 
And i know that farmer per-
sonally.”

He stresses that his ap-
proach shouldn’t be a luxury 
or an exception to the norm.

“i think if you’re in the 

culinary industry and you’re 
not using the freshest ingre-
dients, which come from the 
small, local farm, you’re re-
ally cheating yourself and 
your guests,” Bensink said.

in his mind, farm-to-table 
is not exclusive to restau-
rants — in both ambition 
and reality. this concept of 
locally sourced food is fa-
miliar to many people. 

it’s a staple of the Ameri-
can dream, he contends, but 
often convenience and pru-
dence take precedence.

“i think everybody knows 
what farm-to-table is,” Ben-
sink said. “they just need to 
be educated about the true 
benefits of it. This is a great 
week to teach people about 
sustainability and food.”

Bensink looks to lead by 
example. in addition to two 
more farm-to-table dinners, 
he also hopes to partner 
with 4-H to host a snout-to-
tail dinner using a locally 
sourced pig.

His lessons are not con-
fined to Heirloom’s kitch-

en, either. Bensink’s three 
children, two of whom at-
tend children’s School, are 
among his most dedicated 
pupils. they’ll inquisitively 
ask him where the steak he 
is cooking comes from or 
why the blackberries taste so 
fresh. And Bensink is happy 
to tell them it’s because they 
come from just down the 
road.

“We could really build 
that farm-to-table culture 
here at chautauqua,” Ben-
sink said. “Like it has in the 
past, chautauqua could lead 
by example for other com-
munities to follow. it’s just 
a matter of chautauquans 
and other guests buying in 
to the philosophy. it’s a mat-
ter of everyone involved to 
be dedicated to it and pas-
sionate about it — everyone 
from the head chef down to 
the dishwasher.”

CHEF
from page B1

mike kasarda
Staff Writer

to anyone who has driven 
along the lake or on some of 
the area’s more rural roads, 
it may not be surprising that 
chautauqua county has the 
highest density of farms in 
the state of new york: more 
than 90 percent of chautau-
qua’s farms are small-time 
operations run by families 
or individuals.

Just outside the grounds, 
there are numerous options 
for fresh, local food available 
a short drive away.

this list features some of 
the top homegrown farms 
and community-supported 
agriculture (cSA) initiatives 
in and around the county.

Green Heron Growers
Located between Sher-

man and Panama, Green 
Heron Growers is less than 
a half-hour south of the in-
stitution by car. the organic 
farm is owned and operated 
by Julie and Steve Rockcas-
tle, who are just as passion-
ate about nutritious food as 
they are about nourishing 
art, entertainment and edu-
cation. 

in addition to the farm, 
the couple also organiz-
es the Great Blue Heron  
music Festival July 4 
through July 6.

the Rockcastles’ farm 
specializes in organic fruit, 
vegetables and herbs, which 
have been certified since 
2007, as well as organic 
chicken and eggs, certified 

in 2009. the farm’s shiitake 
mushrooms are a commu-
nity favorite. Green Heron 
Growers also raises 100 per-
cent grass-fed beef.

“We have a little say-
ing here,” Steve Rockcastle 
said. “our animals have a 
happy life … and one bad 
day. i’ve always believed a 
content, happy animal is go-
ing to produce better quality 
meat.”

the Rockcastles run a 
self-serve farm store stocked 
with beef, chicken, mush-
rooms and seasonal veggies 
in their house garage. Ev-
ery Saturday morning, the 
Green Heron Growers sets 
up a booth at Williamsville 
Farmers market near Buf-
falo.

more information can 
be found at www.greenher-
ongrowers.com.

Abers Acres
Established in 1984, Ab-

ers Acres is a family farm 
managed by John Susa and 
Adam Abers. With more 
than 100 acres of self-serve 
and fresh-picked produce, 

the Abers’ operation is split 
between three locations.

the original farm is lo-
cated one mile west of Ken-
nedy off Route 394. Another 
Kennedy location is based at 
409 Grub Hill Road and of-
fers fresh self-serve raspber-
ries and strawberries. 

in 2002, the Aberses 
opened another location in 
north Warren, Pennsylva-
nia, and also participate in 
the downtown Jamestown 
Farmers market every Fri-
day. 

Certified by USDA and 
northeast organic Farming 
Association, new york, Ab-
ers Acres has a wide variety 
of fresh organic produce. 

currently, strawberries 
and peas are ready for pick-
ing, and black raspberries 
and fava beans will be ripe 
within a week. Summer 
squash, peppers, cucum-
bers, and many more veg-
etables and baked goods 
are available at the Abers’ 
stands as well.

call Abers Acres at 716-
267-2431 or send an email to 
info@abersacres.com for direc-
tions or seasonal informa-
tion. Visit www.abersacres.
com for more information.

Haff Acres Farm
Just about a mile north of 

the Institution, Haff Acres 
Farm is open daily from 9 
a.m. until 6 p.m. Another 
family-run operation, Haff 
Acres is both a farm market 
and a greenhouse with pro-
duce, pies, jams, and plants 
for bedding and hanging.

chautauquans who have 
shopped at Haff Acres men-
tion the friendly, accessible 
staff as much as the deli-
cious fruit and vegetables. 
Blueberries and asparagus 
are in season now, and rasp-
berries will be ripe in a week 
or two.

Call the store at 716-753-
2467 for more information.

Rahal Farms
A little more than a half-

hour away, at 8200 Bort Road 
in north East, Pennsylvania, 
Rahal Farms is a long-stand-
ing family enterprise started 
in 1972 by Wajeeh Rahal, 
former mr. Lebanon and a 
bodybuilder-turned-farmer. 
today, Wajeeh’s daughter 
Kiya runs most of the opera-
tions.

“cherries are in season 
right now, but our farm has a 
little bit of everything,” Kiya 
said. “We have a full garden 

of nuts, herbs, vegetables, 
berries and other fruit.”

Although the Rahals’ 
farm is not organic certi-
fied, Kiya said everything 
is grown with an all-natural 
philosophy. 

the farm’s store is open 
from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. dai-
ly. call 814-725-1257 for more 
information.

CHQ Local Food
Founder Jason toczyd-

lowski is passionate about 
his “non-traditional” cSA 
business, but he is even 
more enthusiastic about the 
local food movement sweep-
ing chautauqua.

“We aim to provide the 
best and freshest food for 
all our customers,” toczyd-
lowski said. “All of our pro-
duce is harvested the morn-
ing of delivery or the night 
before.”

cHQ Local Food delivers 
baskets of locally sourced 
food from growers such as 
Abers Acres, Green Heron 
Growers and Rahal Farms. 
this cSA also collects pro-

duce and other fresh food 
from local operations like 
Good Grass Farm, Ha-
thaway Farms, Lapp Farm 
Dairy and many more.

the delivery service of-
fers two sizes of baskets — 
one with 8 to 15 servings of 
food and another with 16 to 
20 servings. 

The baskets are filled with 
seasonal fruits, vegetables, 
and herbs from certified or-
ganic and sustainable farms. 
other items can be added 
to the basket such as eggs, 
cheese, yogurt, meats, oils, 
flour and honey.

“We try to be the voice of 
the season,” toczydlowski 
said. “it’s cool seeing people 
get excited about a vegetable 
or fruit that has just rip-
ened.”

unlike the typical cSA, 
cHQ Local Food does not 
require a season-long mem-
bership. 

in addition to the deliv-
ery service, cHQ Local Food 
opened a retail store in may-
ville in June. toczydlowski 
also runs a catering service 
called Picnic with an arti-
sanal menu containing fresh 
local ingredients.

orders can be made to 
cHQ Local Food by email-
ing info@CHQLocalFood.com. 
more information about 
cHQ Local Food is available 
at www.chqlocalfood.com. or-
ders to Picnic can be made 
by calling 716-753-5600 or 
online at www.picnicatchq.
com.

Off the beaten path: Where to find local organic food

Follow the 
Daily’s 
updates for 
a steady 
stream of 
the latest 
news from the grounds 
on Twitter:
 @chqdaily

 » on the grounds
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John Hope Bryant is suc-
cessful because he had what 
few others in his hometown 
of Compton, California, had: 
a positive role model. 

A man came to speak 
to his class when he was 9 
years old. The man wore a 
suit, something no one did 
in his neighborhood. He was 
white, but all Bryant saw 
when he looked at him was 
green — the color of money. 
The man said that he was a 
banker who financed entre-
preneurs.

The man in the suit be-
came a symbol of wealth and 
success, and even though 
Bryant didn’t know what 
an entrepreneur was yet, he 
knew that he wanted to be 
one. 

The man in the suit gave 
Bryant hope.

Hope was one of the topics 
Bryant spoke about at the 2 
p.m. Interfaith Lecture in the 
Hall of Philosophy Thurs-
day. Addressing the issue of 
poverty in America with his 
speech titled “How the Poor 
Can Save Capitalism: Deliv-
ering the Memo to a New 

Generation of Leaders,” Bry-
ant said the majority of poor 
people are poor because they 
were never taught how to be 
rich. They never learned the 
skills necessary to dig them-
selves out of poverty.

There’s hope because if 
we teach poor people the 
skills they’re lacking — if we 
give them the memo, Bryant 
said — they can learn to rise 
above poverty.

“It’s not like we got the 
memo and we screwed it 
up,” he said. “We never got 
it. That should make you op-
timistic.”

The man in the suit in-
spired Bryant to start his 
own business.

A $40 investment from his 
mother and the belief that he 
could sell better candies than 
the other candy stores in his 
neighborhood turned Bry-
ant into an entrepreneur at 
the age of 10. He strategized 
and set up shop in a seem-
ingly better location than the 
competition. With a business 
of kids walking en route to 
and from school, Bryant was 
soon making $300 a week.

He got the memo, and he 
taught himself how to make 
money.

Since then, Bryant has 
went on to become the chair-
man and CEO of Operation 
HOPE, a nonprofit helping 
empowering America’s poor 
and spread tools of financial 
literacy. 

“There’s a language to 
money.  There’s a language to 
free enterprise and capital-
ism,” he said, and although 
the poor missed out, “It’s 
passed down almost in the 
DNA of people who actually 
understand wealth.”

It’s time to change that.
Bryant is implementing 

an idea that was original-
ly conceived by President 

Abraham Lincoln, and then 
attempted again by Martin 
Luther King Jr.

After freeing the slaves, 
Bryant said Lincoln’s big-
gest concern was signing 
the Freedmen’s Bureau Act 
in March of 1865, an act of 
legislation that would start 
a bank for freed slaves and 
educate them on money and 
the free enterprise system. 
The initiative lost traction 
after Lincoln’s assassination 
and the bank eventually 
failed.

A little more than a hun-
dred years later, King started 
to organize the Poor People’s 
Campaign to put the issue 
of poverty on the forefront 
of the public’s and the gov-
ernment’s radar. He was 
killed before he could orga-
nize the first march.

No other major initia-
tives to attack poverty have 
occurred since then, until 
now, Bryant said.

Now, he said, we need to 
change the way we think 
about poverty and start ed-
ucating ourselves. There’s a 
fundamental difference be-
tween being broke and be-
ing poor.

Being broke is an unfor-

tunate economic situation; 
you don’t have enough mon-
ey, but it can be overcome.

Being poor has become 
more of an attitude, or way 
of being, than a financial sta-
tus. 

“To be poor is a disabling 
frame of mind and a de-
pressed condition of your 
spirit. And you must vow 
never, ever, ever to be poor 
again,” he said.

Bryant went on to explain 
that poor people don’t love 
or respect themselves, and 
don’t think that they have 
a purpose. They don’t have 
hope.

“Everything you’ve been 
told about poverty in the last 
50 years is wrong,” Bryant 
said. “Half of all poverty is 
lack of belief in yourself. It’s 
just low self-esteem.”

America is a nation of 
entrepreneurs and small 
business, he said. We need 
to give the poor hope in the 
form of financial tools and 
role models.

Bryant stressed that 
knowledge is capital. With 
it, the poor can learn to do 
things such as raise their 
credit scores, take out re-
sponsible loans and start 
making their own wealth. 
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Chairman and CEO of Operation Hope John Hope Bryant gives the Interfaith Lecture about economics and capitalism Thursday in the Hall of Philosophy.

Bryant: Being poor is a state of mind
It’s not like we got 
the memo and we 
screwed it up. We  
never got it. That 
should make you  
optimistic."

—John Hope Bryant
Chairman and CEO, 

Operation HOPE
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Let’s visit Westfield • 10.5 miles north of the Institution

Column by MARY LEE TALBOT

Morning Worship

“W
hen you hang out with Jesus, you get 
something other than a soothing experi-
ence,” the rev. raphael g. Warnock said in 
the conclusion to his sermon series on the 

lord’s Prayer “For Thine is the Kingdom, Power and glory” 
at 9:15 a.m. Friday. 

“When you say the last line of the lord’s Prayer, you have 
to be careful not to miss that it is saying something radical.”

His selected text for the morning worship service was 
Matthew 6:13.

“ ‘For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.’ Those are beautiful words, bold words,” 
he said. “But don’t get so caught up in the poetry that you 
miss the power and the politics.”

Warnock said that some people want their prayer with-
out politics. one of his parishioners told him that she did 
not like all the political talk in church. “i come to church for 
a soothing and refreshing experience,” she told him. He told 
her, “Sounds to me more like an hour in the jacuzzi.”

Jesus, he said, came to comfort the afflicted but also to 
afflict the comfortable. 

“if you want prayer without politics, don’t pray the lord’s 
Prayer because you are making a dangerous declaration,” 
he said. The things the roman Emperor thought he owned 
actually belonged to god. The things that politicians think 
they own, actually belong to god. The things we think we 
own, actually belong to god.

Prayer should get us into hot water, Warnock said to the 
congregation. 

“it is not soft, silent or serene. it is dangerous and dis-
ruptive. i don’t know why we sing it at weddings,” he said. 
“it is not about weddings — it is about war, about a world 
turned upside down. it is a bold and audacious prayer and 
when the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray it 
was like this: thine is the kingdom and the power.”

Warnock continued, “Jesus is dangerous and disruptive, 
and no wonder Herod got nervous when he was born. Mary, 
in the Magnificat, sang about God bringing down the pow-
erful. Jesus came to set it off and stir it up and to turn the 
world upside down in order to turn it right side up.” 

A true patriot, Warnock told the congregation, loves his 
or her country but has ultimate allegiance to the kingdom of 
god. our environment is in trouble because we have mixed 
up the kingdoms. 

“our short-term agenda is confused with god’s long-
term kingdom,” he said. “The earth is the lord’s and he 
made us — not we ourselves. We belong to god. The United 
States of America, our beloved nation, belongs to god. We 
were conceived in liberty and we are part of an ongoing 
freedom project. To pray this prayer [the lord’s Prayer] is to 
keep working for this project. it is a journey, not a destina-
tion.”

When Warnock visits Washington, D.C., he likes to visit 
the Jefferson Memorial and remember Jefferson’s words, 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

“All men? Did he really mean all men?” Warnock said. “i 
like to think about these words in the context of the free-
dom project. Because i look across the Tidal Basin and see a 
50-foot monument of a black man [Martin luther King Jr.] 
looking back at Jefferson with his arms folded, saying, ‘Did 
you really mean what you said when you said what you 
said?’ ”

He continued, “What if the slave said ‘me, too?’ Women 
said ‘me, too.’ Jews, Muslims and Hindus said ‘me, too.’ We 
built churches and said everyone is welcome and there were 
no ramps for the differently abled; they said ‘me too.’ Our 
gay sisters and brothers said ‘me, too.’ The freedom project 
is a journey, not a destination.”

Warnock characterized Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem as a 
nonviolent demonstration, a counter demonstration to the 
triumphal entry of Pontius Pilate. Pilate entered Jerusalem 
on horseback from Caesarea with the military and cavalry. 
Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey from nazareth on his 
way to Calvary with the sword of truth.

“The kingdom of god was invading the kingdom of the 
world, and to do that you have to have some power. Jesus 
was not a utopian dreamer; he understood power. He had 
dunamis, the greek word for explosive power that tears 
down in order to build up,” he said.

“You need some power; oh, yes, you do,” Warnock con-
tinued. “When you hang out with Jesus, you have the power 
to feed the hungry. You have the power to clothe the naked. 
You have the power to make the lame walk. You have the 
power to make the blind see. And the glory.”

The god who owns the kingdom has the power and the 
god who has the power has the glory. “The kingdom is 
present and yet to come. no matter how it looks, god is in 

the world right now. one day we will witness the kingdom 
in its fullness. We have to keep working for the kingdom,” 
he said.

“The kingdom looks like justice right now. The kingdom 
looks like love right now. The kingdom looks like commu-
nity right now. The kingdom looks like inclusion right now. 
The kingdom looks like health care for all right now. The 
kingdom looks like care for the weak and lowly right now. 
We who pray are called to bear witness to what god is do-
ing in the world.”

He continued, “When i feel the challenges that are so 
overwhelming, i wrap my mind around this prayer so i 
don’t have to worry.” 

He talked about playing checkers with his older brothers 
who “whipped the socks off me.” Warnock eventually real-
ized that, if he got just one checker piece across the board, 
his brother would have to king him. 

“There is a lot of power behind being king, and as long as 
i had a king in my corner, i was still in the game,” he said.

He used the illustration of Cedar Creek in the Blue ridge 
Mountains as a metaphor for doing great works. little 
Cedar Creek, he said, had done an impressive thing, cutting 
through the mountains. 

“i asked the creek, how did you do this? The creek said, 
‘Don’t look at me, i get my strength and power from the 
James river.’ i asked the James river how it pushes the 
creek and it said, ‘really, it is the Chesapeake Bay that 
pushes the river and the creek.’

“i asked the Chesapeake how it managed to push the 
river and it said, ‘i don’t. i get my power from the Atlantic 
ocean,’ ” Warnock said. “So, being from Savannah, you 
know i went to talk with the Atlantic ocean. The ocean said 
‘i am pulled by gravity and was made that way.’ So, what-
ever you are doing for the kingdom, keep doing it because 
behind the ocean is god himself. Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and glory forever, and forever and forever. 
Amen.”

The Rev. George Wirth presided. 
Jayne Whitlow and Melissa Tawk from the International Or-

der of The King’s Daughters and Sons read the Scripture. Tawk 
read first in Arabic and Whitlow then read in English.

Tawk is from Jounieh, Lebanon. She is studying advertising 
at the Holy Spirit University of Kaslik and has one more year 
before completing her education. She is a member of the IOKDS 
Chautauqua Scholarship Program. 

Whitlow is from Vienna, West Virginia, and has worked for 
four years with the IOKDS Chautauqua Scholarship Program. 
She is a retired public school teacher with 33 years of service.

The Motet Choir sang “America the Beautiful” under the di-
rection of organist and worship coordinator Jared Jacobsen. Paul 
Burkhart read portions of the Declaration of Independence, the 
U.S. Constitution and the Gettysburg Address. George Wirth 
read a portion of “I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther  King, Jr. 

The Edmund E. Robb-Walter C. Shaw Chaplaincy Funds sup-
ported this week’s services.

Prayer should get us into hot water, Warnock says

It is not soft, silent or serene. It is dangerous 
and disruptive.”

— The Rev. Raphael G. WaRnock
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r E l i g i o n

Sammy Huh, a tenor 
from Ridgefield, New Jer-
sey, will perform during the 
“ S h a r i n g 
god’s gift” 
Pre-Vespers 
program at 
4:30 p.m. 
Sunday in 
the Hall of 
Philosophy.

Huh is 
entering his 
second year 
as a member of the Mary-
land Opera Studio. A gradu-
ate of The Juilliard School 
with a Bachelor of Music in 
vocal performance, he per-
formed the role of leandro 
in Le Donne Curiose. He made 
his lincoln Center recital de-
but in 2012. He is the winner 
of the Chautauqua chapter of 

the National Society of Arts 
and letters Winston Scholar-
ship in voice and went on to 
become a national winner.

This summer, Huh is a 
featured Young Artist with 
the Chautauqua Opera Com-
pany, singing with the cho-
rus in Madam Butterfly Sat-
urday night, the old Miner 
in The Ballad of Baby Doe on 
July 25 and 28 and in various 
recitals for the company. On 
Monday, Aug. 25, after the 
close of the Chautauqua sea-
son, he will be performing a 
recital at Elizabeth S. Lenna 
Hall for the Encore Chorale 
Institute. 

Huh will be singing the 
role of Ferrando in the Mary-
land Opera Studio’s produc-
tion of Cosi Fan Tutte this fall.

Tenor Huh to perform 
at Pre-Vespers program

The Robert D. Campbell 
Memorial Chaplaincy Fund 
will fund the preaching of 
the Very Rev. Alan Jones 
during Week Three.

The late Mrs. Robert D. 
Campbell established a 
chaplaincy fund in memory 
of her husband because of 
his particular interest in the 
Department of Religion. An 
active churchman, Camp-
bell was a Pittsburgh civic 
leader and businessman. He 
was one of the founders of 
the Allegheny Steel Com-
pany. In addition, he was a 
director of the Farmers na-
tional Bank and the Budd 
Manufacturing Company. 
Following his retirement, 
Campbell devoted himself to 
community affairs, serving 
on boards of the Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, the 
Presbyterian Hospital and 
the Pennsylvania College for 
Women, which later became 
known as Chatham Col-
lege. The renovation of the 

Hall of Christ in 1967, made 
possible by Mrs. Campbell’s 
Centennial gift, also was a 
memorial to Campbell, who 
admired the building and 
recognized its importance to 
Chautauqua. Campbell died 
in 1934. Mrs. Campbell cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday 
on July 6, 1990, at Chautau-
qua with the dedication of 
the Campbell Garden. She 
passed away in Pittsburgh 
on Dec. 7, 1991. Their surviv-
ing daughter, Mrs. John T. 
Bailey, their grandchildren, 
Mary and Ted Bailey, and 
lynne Ballard, and great-
grandchildren continue the 
family tradition of summers 
at Chautauqua.

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility 
of establishing an endowment 
to support a chaplaincy or an-
other aspect of Chautauqua’s 
program, please contact Karen 
Blozie at 716-357-6244 or email 
her at kblozie@ciweb.org.

Campbell Chaplaincy 
funds Jones’ residency

Land & BuiLding
Building permits must be obtained from the Community 
Services/Operations Office (716-357-6245) for all interior 
and exterior work. To maintain Chautauqua’s contemplative 
atmosphere, construction without Institution permission is 
prohibited during the summer season. House trailers, mobile 
homes or camper-type trailers or other similar types of movable 
structures may not be used as living quarters on the grounds or 
in Institution parking lots. 

 » on the grounds

HUH
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UPCOMING EVENTS

JULY 10:  (6:30-8:30 p.m.), 
Free Performance - En-
tertainment in the Park: 
Lakeside Park, Mayville, 
Mahajibee Blues performing, 
for information call 716-753-
3113 or www.mayvillechau-
tauqua.org

JULY 10 - AUG. 28: Enter-
tainment in the Park Sum-
mer Concert Series, Lake-
side Park, Mayville, from 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Thursday 
evenings, free concerts - if 
rain at Carlson Community 
Center at Lakeside Park, 
Mayville, 716-753-3113, email 
to dmarsala@chautauqua-
chamber.org or web site: 
www.mayvillechautauqua.
org for information.  Bring 
your own seating for outside 
performances. 

JULY 10 – Mahajibee Blues, 
Lakeside Park, Mayville. 
Rainbow the Clown
               
JULY 17 – Mizzbehavin 

(KISS Tribute band), Lake-
side Park, Mayville  

April 1 – Nov. 1 (Tuesday – 
Sunday): Aviation Museum, 
Classic Airport, Restaurant, 
Mayville (Hartfi eld area), 
serving great food in the sum-
mer on weekends.  See antique 
airplanes, engines, propellers 
and memorabilia, gift shops, 
vintage model airplanes, en-
gines and more.  Glider and 
Airplane rides, fl ight instruc-
tion. Tours available.  For more 
information call 716-753-2160.

Every Saturday and Sunday 
during the summer (begin-
ning late May - 9 a.m. – 3 
p.m.): Flea Market, Dart Air-
port, Mayville (Hartfi eld area), 
outdoor fl ea market.  For more 
information call 716-753-2160.

Lakeside Park, Route 394, 
Mayville: A beautiful park 
located on the shores of Chau-
tauqua Lake.  Enjoy swim-
ming during the summer 
(lifeguards on duty), tennis 
courts, playground area, new 
community center/bathhouse, 

basketball court, infi eld area, 
picnic areas, boat launch, ga-
zebo and pavilion on site.  Lo-
cated next to the Chautauqua 
Belle docking area.  For more 
information on the park fa-
cilities or to rent the new com-
munity center for an occasion, 
call the Village of Mayville Of-
fi ce at 716-753-2125.

Chautauqua Township His-
torical Museum, Route 394, 
Mayville (15 Water Street):  
Memorial Day through La-
bor Day Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday from 1 – 5 p.m. (*sub-
ject to change).  Located in 
the old train depot building 
next to Lakeside Park and the 
Chautauqua Belle, featuring 
interesting historical memo-
rabilia on the area. Call Town 
of Chautauqua at 716-753-7342 
for more information or 716-
753-3113.

Chautauqua Rails to Trails:  
Trails in the area feature hik-
ing, walking, bicycling, bird 
watching, horseback riding, 
and cross-country skiing.  
Recreational trails for all to 

enjoy, P.O. Box 151, Mayville 
14757-0151.  For more infor-
mation on the trails and trail 
rules, call 716-269-3666.

Webb’s Miniature Golf, lo-
cated on Route 394 in May-
vill at Webb’s Year-Round 
Resort (115 West Lake Road): 
Open June – Sept. seven days 
a week – 10 a.m. – 11 p.m. – for 
information call 716-753-1348.

The Chautauqua Belle: 
Steamship Cruises aboard 
this 98-foot-long steam-pow-
ered paddle boat, one of only 
six 100 percent high-pressure 
steam powered public ves-
sels operating in all of North 
America, docked at Lakeside 
Park, Route 394, Mayville, 
716-269-2355 or www.269belle.
com (for cruise months, times 
and pricing).

Mayville

Great Gift Shops•Restaurants •Boating •Candy Shoppe 
•Shopping •FREE Shuttle

“The Best Kept Secret on Chautauqua Lake”

Mayville /Chautauqua Chamber of Commerce 2014 Events

The village of Mayville is the closest village to the 
Chautauqua Institution 

Exit the Chautauqua Institution Main Gate, turn right. 
Shop, play and dine all within 3.5 miles.
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c o m m u n i t y

Kelsey HusnicK
Staff Writer

An accident led michael 
O’Sullivan to first discover 
Zen Buddhism. A literal ac-
cident.

After getting into a mi-
nor fender-bender 35 years 
ago, o’Sullivan went to the 
emergency room in order to 
document the accident. His 
blood pressure was too high, 
and the doctor wouldn’t let 
him leave without prescrib-
ing him something for it.

“When he left the cubicle 
to get the prescription, the 
nurse said don’t take the 
medicine — learn how to 
meditate,” O’Sullivan said. 
“So here I am.”       

Even though he was 
brought up as a Catholic, 
O’Sullivan now consid-
ers himself a Buddhist and 
sometimes meditates two or 
three times a day.

O’Sullivan will be the 
Week Three meditation 
leader for the Mystic Heart 
Program, a Department of 
Religion initiative aimed at 
exposing Chautauquans to 
various world religions and 
traditions. Representing the 
practice of Korean Zen Bud-
dhism, O’Sullivan is a se-
nior Dharma teacher in the 
Kwan Um School of Zen and 
founded the Three Treasures 
Zen Center in Oneonta, New 
York, and the Binghamton 
Zen Center Group in Bing-
hamton, New York.

Buddhism has no right or 
wrong answers, but simply 
answers that feel appropri-
ate in the given moment. 
O’Sullivan presents this situ-
ation: you see a deer run past 
as you’re walking through 
the woods. The deer runs 
south and a few moments lat-
er a hunter appears and asks 
if you saw a deer pass by.

There are two possible 
responses. If you say the 
deer ran north, you’re tell-
ing a lie, but it’s the right 
thing to do in that moment 
because you are saving 

the deer, O’Sullivan said. 
You could also be a fan of 
the sport and tell the man 
that the deer ran south, in 
which case you are possi-
bly harming the deer but 
helping a fellow hunter.

O’Sullivan’s Tuesday 
seminar will be on “The Bud-
dhist Concept of Interdepen-
dence,” and his Thursday 
seminar will be called “Who 
Is It That Needs Privacy?”

Usually, interconnectivity 
is referred to as cause and ef-
fect, O’Sullivan said, but it’s 
actually one big continuous 
cycle, with cause and effect 
being the same thing. The 
cause that causes the effect 
was originally caused by 
something else, and so forth.

To demonstrate this, 
O’Sullivan shared a game 
that he plays with his grand-
children. He will tell them 
to come up with as many 
interconnected elements as 
possible with foods on their 
dinner plate, such as an egg.

They think about where 
the chicken came from, the 
truck that delivered the eggs, 
the people who made the egg 
carton and the people who 
stacked the egg cartons in 
the store. The list goes on and 
on, all for a single egg.

His talk, he hopes, will 
help Chautauquans realize 
just how many people and 
things are interconnected in 
even the simplest of acts and 
objects. He then plans to re-

late that to everyday choices 
people make.

“If we do something good, 
we create a wave of good-
ness. When we do something 
negative, we create of wave 
of negativity,” he said. “We 
can see when we pay atten-
tion to the interconnectivity 
if what we’re doing is going 
to cause a wave of love and 
compassion or of negativity.”

When he addresses pri-
vacy, O’Sullivan will bring to 
attention how much of our-
selves we’re giving up when 
do simple things, like sign up 
for a subscription or swipe 
a credit card. Does giving 
away this information make 
us feel uncomfortable? If so, 
why? These are questions 
and emotions he will raise 
and help people analyze.

Our idea of privacy dif-
fers from person to person, 
he said. We put ourselves in 
a personal bubble and all of 
our privacy issues take place 
within ourselves — within 
our bubble.

“Looking at a privacy is-
sue is a good teaching in 
life,” O’Sullivan said. “To 
look at things in a different 
light and see our true selves, 
and how our emotions are 
so involved in it … Some-
times they don’t even realize 
what they’re trading off.”

People of any religious 
faith or tradition are wel-
come to attend the medita-
tion sessions any day of the 
week, regardless of previous 
or no experience with medi-
tation practices.

Morning meditation ses-
sions are held weekdays from 
7:15 to 8 a.m. at the Main Gate 
Welcome Center, and are 
open to anyone with a gate 
pass. More in-depth medita-
tion seminars run from 12:30 
to 1:55 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays in the Hall of Mis-
sions, and silent meditations 
are held from 7:15 to 7:45 p.m. 
Thursdays in the Main Gate 
Welcome Center, again with 
a gate pass.

O’Sullivan to teach Zen 
Buddhism for Mystic Heart

a MaSKER STORYTELLER

rachael le goubin | Staff Photographer

Doug Berky tells stories 
using puppets and masks 

in his presentation of 
“Fables, Foibles, Other 

Imaskinations” during one 
of his Family Entertainment 

Series performances in Smith 
Wilkes Hall Tuesday. With the 

puppets and masks, Berky 
shared folk stories from India, 

France and ancient Korea. 
This was Berky’s fourth time 

performing in Chautauqua.

If we do something 
good, we create a wave 
of goodness. When we 
do something negative, 
we create a wave of 
negativity.”

— MICHaEL O’SULLIVaN
Senior Dharma teacher,
Kwan Um School of Zen
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Y O U T H

kids on holiday

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

Surely one of the most joyous places on the grounds, Children’s School is always bursting with exuberance. We hung with 5-year-olds 
and their teachers in the Yellow and Blue Rooms on Tuesday. Above, the youngsters arrive at the school early in the morning. The 
students in the Blue Room have “free choice time” their first hour of school, where they get to choose what games to play or crafts to do 
before the rest of the day’s planned activities.

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

Kurt, 3, and his cousin, Everett, 4, enjoy digging in the sand at the 
Children’s Beach Sunday. Nearby, Rich Dimicco, of Pittsford, New 
York, was busy helping bury his children, Brianna, 6, and Dominik, 
10, in the sand.

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

RIGHT: Caitlin, “4-and-a-half,” shows Kurt, 3, the proper number of fingers for his age. Caitlin and 
Kurt were two of 10 children brought to the beach that day by sisters-in-law Gina, from Duxbury, 
Massachussetts, Emily, from Austin, Texas, and Suzanne, from Wilton, Connecticut. They and their 
husbands have been spending a week on the grounds for several years. The kids range in age from 
18 months to 10 years old, and those we spoke with all mentioned the beach and Bestor Plaza as 
favorite places at Chautauqua. The freedom to zip around the grounds on their bicycles was very 
meaningful to the older children.

BELOW: Owen Hurwitz paints his hands blue to make hand prints on the Fourth of July-themed wall 
during his “free choice time” at Children’s School.

BELOW RIGHT: children playing in the Yellow Room make “smoothies” with glass beads over a 
light board during their “free choice time” Tuesday. The 5-year-olds at Children’s School are in the 
capable care of longtime Children’s School teachers John Denton and Tori Savage.

The Fourth of July is the great American summer family holiday. It has patriotism, pa-
rades, sunshine, beaches and kids of all ages enjoying themselves and their families — and 
Chautauqua has its own familiar holiday traditions.

Kids are at the center of much of the Fourth of July activity on the grounds, so a team from 
the Daily set out recently to meet some of them and their families. We visited the Children’s 
Beach on a warm Sunday afternoon and the Children’s School on a fun-filled weekday morn-
ing. These are the stories we found. 

VIEW THE VIDEO ACCOMPANIMENT TO THIS PAGE AT CHQDAILY.COM
TEX T AND NARRATION |  JOHN FORD       V IDEO |  YI-CHIN LEE
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TOP LEFT: Local vendors line the Bestor Plaza brick walk during Promise Day festivities on June 29. TOP RIGHT: Naomi Melina Raab, 9, writes on the large Styrofoam word, “Promise,” on Bestor Plaza.  
ABOVE LEFT: A Promise Day attendee enjoys some ice cream. ABOVE RIGHT: The Styrofoam “Promise” near the Colonnade on Bestor Plaza anchored activities.

Chautauquans fill Bestor Plaza on Promise Day

Celebrating the Promise

On June 29, the Chautauqua Foundation invited the 
community to its natural gathering place, on Chau-
tauqua’s front lawn, and threw a party in celebration 
of the Promise of Chautauqua.

Scores of Chautauquans assembled in Bestor Plaza from 12 
to 3 p.m. for Promise Day, with activities centered around the 
themes of The Promise Campaign.

Giant foam letters spelling “Promise” provided a sculptural 
piece and a canvas for multicolored Sharpies. A five-location 
scavenger hunt based on the campaign’s five theme words — 
civil, sustainable, inclusive, innovative and engaged — sent 

participants on a race for stamps in order to secure one of 200 
free T-shirts and a chance to win an inflatable two-person kay-
ak. (Eli Guinee and his family were the victors.)

Local food vendors were also on hand for a Fresh Festival, 
to tie in with Week Two lecture theme “Feeding a Hungry 
Planet,” and representatives of the Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra and Symphony Partners gathered non-perishable food 
items in support of the Orchestras Feeding America drive.

Funds sought to fulfill The Promise Campaign will contribute 
$98.2 million in new investments in Chautauqua’s people, programs 
and facilities. For more information, visit ciweb.org/promise.

RIGHT: Hayden Wood, 
7, of the San Francisco 
Bay Area, writes on the 
letter “e” of the foam 
“Promise.” 
FAR RIGHT: Dozens of 
Chautauqua community 
members fill the plaza.  
BELOW: Elyse Jenkins, 
16, Rebekah Jenkins, 
13, Alyk Moomaw 
14 and Gabrielle 
Moomaw, 12, all of 
the Washington, D.C., 
area, try to spray the 
center monument of the 
Bestor Plaza fountain.  
BELOW RIGHT: Aurelio 
Smithivas, 6, splashes 
his sister Amanda, 10, 
with water from the 
fountain. This is the 
Smithivas’ first visit to 
Chautauqua from their 
hometown of Chicago.

PHOTOS | MATT BURKHARTT
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t h E a t E r

this season, Chautauqua 
theater Company is made up 
of 60 percent women — with 
a scene shop of four women 
and one man. For the first time 
CtC’s acting conservatory is 
more than 50 percent female. 
But these ratios are still al-
most unheard of in the theater 
world.

“We didn’t go out to hire 
more women than men,” said 
CtC artistic Director Vivi-
enne Benesch. “Excellence 
was the agenda, and I’m proud 
that the excellence is repre-
sented in as many women be-
ing employed in this theater 
company as there are. that’s 
the important message.” 

In the industry, direct-
ing and playwriting are still 
largely male-dominated, and 
the scene shop, a behind-the-
curtain realm populated by 
carpenters and builders, is 
also mostly men. 

though United States the-
ater statistics are limited, in 
England, The Guardian con-
ducted a study with Pentabus 
theatre, looking at 10 subsi-
dized theaters and their finan-
cial records. 

according to that data and 
the resulting article, “Women 
in theatre: why do so few make 
it to the top?,” female members 
made up only 23 percent of 
creative crews in 2011-12. 

Carpentry is 13th among 
the most common occupations 
for men. It is not among the 
top 50 most common occupa-
tions for women. 

CtC’s shop completely sub-

verts the usual gender gap.
those working in the com-

pany’s woodshop said the 
makeup of the team has been 
an uplifting departure from 
the norm.

“It’s refreshing and very 
surprising,”  said assistant 
technical director rebecca 
Key, who works in New York 
City. “as far as I know in my 
experience with the indus-
try, the carpentry side is very 
male-dominated. Especially 
if you get into a group that 
doesn’t know you, you con-

stantly get asked, ‘hey, do you 
need help lifting that?’ ”

Carpentry is among what 
the U.S. Department of Labor 
considers “nontraditional oc-
cupations for women,” mean-
ing any profession employing 
less than 25 percent females. 

according to playwright 
Marsha Norman, by these 
standards, playwriting, di-
recting, set design, lighting 
design, sound design, chore-
ography, composing and lyric 
writing were all considered 
“nontraditional” based on sta-
tistics from 2008. 

that makes the environ-
ment in CtC’s scene shop — 
and company at large — a rare 
one. 

“I am used to being a minor-
ity in other places, other larger 
shops where I’ve worked,” 
said Elyse Estes, props/sce-
nic carpenter, who freelances 
throughout the Chicago area.

Last Friday, a concentrated 
yet collegial atmosphere per-
vaded the shop as the crew 

cleaned up wood scraps after 
completing the set for A Rai-
sin in the Sun. 

Carpentry and scenic 
paint intern Millie Omps 
said the composition of the 
group was immediately vali-
dating, but the team, includ-
ing roberts, quickly bonded 
over their work.

“I thought I was going to 
be the only girl, I thought for 
sure. I had no idea,” Omps 
said. “Walking in and seeing 
that the majority of the team 
was women, I felt even more 
empowered to do this job. I 
thought, ‘here’s a group of 
strong women who are going 
for what they love to do.’ ” 

For roberts, the company 
dynamic at Chautauqua is 
what drove him to come back 
for a second year.

“there’s such a wonderful 
group of people that come and 
work for the company,” rob-
erts said. “the work that we 
do here is so much better in 
my opinion than other places, 

and I really appreciate the lev-
el of professionalism.”

this expertise is what CtC 
is known for throughout the 
New York theater scene. Key 
said she hopes the demo-
graphic makeup of the shop 
and the company — as well 
as the excellent body of work 
produced by each — will dem-
onstrate that, despite trends, 
the theater world can evolve.

“Even though some po-

sitions are usually male-
dominated, it’s something 
that doesn’t necessarily need 
to be that way,” she said. 
“Everybody’s very capable, 
which is really the most im-
port important thing, is that 
everybody’s very good at 
their job.”

Despite what some in the 
scene shop and company 
noted as a celebratory at-
mosphere about the major-
ity women environment, the 
company has not transcend-
ed unequal representation 
in the workplace. Carpenter 
Maggie Gardner said she is 
still looking for gender equi-
librium in theater.

“I hate that there’s no in-
between,” she said. “I wish 
that we had a couple more 
guys to balance it out so it 
wouldn’t be all lady power 
all the time.”

Still, Gardner recognized 
that she does appreciate the 
atmosphere where she is not 

judged based on her physical 
appearance or gender, as she 
has been in other carpentry 
jobs where she was in the 
gender minority.

“I’ve heard a lot of ‘Oh, 
your nails are really nice,’ 
or, ‘Oh, you’re wearing eye 
makeup, what’s that for?’ 
and stuff like that — that you 
wouldn’t believe,” Gardner 
said. “It’s a nice change.”

For the company as a 
whole, 60 percent women 
isn’t a grand departure. 
Since 2008, CtC has hovered 
a little above or below em-
ploying 50 percent women. 

But, this year’s conserva-
tory featuring a majority of 
female actors is a marked 
difference from the industry 
at large. 

according to the data 
from The Guardian, women 
only represented about 38 
percent of actors in 2011-
2012 in England, despite the 
fact that most formal train-
ing programs enroll close 
to equal numbers of women 
and men.

“as I get older and as I en-
gage more with the politics 
of the workforce of the arts, 
the more it’s now coming 
to my attention that there is 
still a massive disparity of 
opportunity,” Benesch said. 
“I am thrilled that here we 
have activity at all levels, at 
a leadership level but also 
on a staff level, down to our 
conservatory — women are 
involved and in full parity, if 
not more than.”

Close to equal numbers of 
the sexes offers an outlet for 
egalitarian artistic contribu-
tion, which Benesch said is 
a main objective of the com-
pany regardless of gender.

“I just want to make sure 
that voices are heard and 
that women’s voices are 
heard,” Benesch said. “and 
by voices, I mean that in the 
larger sense. the scene shop, 
as craftspeople, is a voice.”

CTC subverts gender disparity in theater
WOMEN IN THE WOODSHOP

rachael le goubin | Staff Photographer

At left, Elyse Estes and Maggie Gardner put away pieces of unused wood as they clean up the shop on June 27 after finishing the production of A Raisin in the Sun. At right, assistant technical 
director Rebecca Key helps to clean up the shop. The scenic team is responsible for creating the scenes for Chautauqua Theater Company productions.

rachael le goubin | Staff Photographer

Master carpenter Ren Roberts uses a cutter to size a piece of metal before welding on June 27. Roberts 
is the only man working in the Chautauqua Theater Company scene shop.

I am thrilled that here 
we have activity at all 
levels, at a leadership 
level but also on a 
staff level.”

— VIVIENNE BENESCH
Artistic director,

Chautauqua Theater Company

Inside the humid warehouse next to 
Brawdy Theater Studios, carpenters toss 
planks of wood in a growing pile. Blue 
sparks spit from a whirring table saw as 
a man in a welding mask concentrates 
on the movement of the blade. Ren 
Roberts, master carpenter, is the only 
man in the room.

Emma FoEhringEr mErchant | Staff Writer
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M U S I C

ZAINAB KANDEH
Staff Writer

On an easy Sunday af-
ternoon — as the breeze 
swayed the flowers and tan-
goed with the trees — the 
sun, with its curious eye, 
illuminated the studio of 
world-renowned violinist 
Jacques Israelievitch.

On a stand, dashed with 
marks and sashaying pen-
cil lines, sat Israelievitch’s 
sheet music. As his fingers 
stroked the notes on the 
page to fruition, his passion 
for the stringed instrument 
was reiterated time and 
time again.

“I make music and I help 
other people make music,” 
he said. “It’s a great life.”

At 3:30 p.m. Sunday in 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall, 
audiences can see Israe-
lievitch perform his pas-
sion at “An Afternoon of 
Schubert” with pianist Val-
entina Sadovski. The two 
will be running a music 
marathon, and playing for 
two-and-a-half hours with 
only a short break. Bring-
ing the classical music mar-
athon back to Chautauqua 
for the second summer in a 
row, Israelievitch said he’s 
excited to show patrons of 
Chautauqua a side of Franz 
Schubert they may not 
know about.

“Schubert is probably one 
of the very best composers 
of melodies,” Israelievitch 
said. “He wrote 600 songs, 
and his melodies are always 
catchy. Every time I play his 
music it’s just such a treat. 
You want to savor every 
note like you would savor 
every bite of something de-
licious.”

Now a veteran marathon 
performer, sometimes play-
ing upwards of eight hours 

of music straight, the School 
of Music faculty member 
said he enjoys showcasing 
the plethora of work many 
composers have, as opposed 
to those that have realized 
the most fame.

“I like featuring one com-
poser and featuring their 
diversity,” Israelievitch said. 
“Just because one piece 
becomes a masterpiece — 
sometimes at the expense of 
the other pieces — does not 
mean that they are not good. 
I want to be able to show 
the audience that there is a 
wealth of music that never 
get or very seldom is per-
formed.”

Sunday’s recital will also 
feature Sadovski, a Belarus 
native and highly esteemed 
soloist and collaborative 

musician. Currently settled 
in Toronto, Sadovski will 
accompany Israelievitch on 
the piano.

The pair will be perform-
ing all the works for violin 
and piano by Schubert, the 
famous “Arpeggione So-
nata” played on viola and 
with piano, the three sonati-
nas, the Duo in A Major, the 
“Fantasy” and the “Rondo 
Brillant.”

While proper recital eti-
quette requires showgoers 
to remain in their seats, Is-
raelievitch said he is most 
excited to take audiences 
outside Lenna, on a tour of 
beautiful music.

“It’s an exploration,” Is-
raelievitch said. “I want to 
take the audience on a tour 
of this music.”

BRITTANY ANKROM | Daily file photo

Students from the Music School Festival Orchestra and the Voice Program will team up for a student 
recital at 1:30 p.m. Sunday in McKnight Hall. Juilliard alumna Lilla Heinrich Szász, cellist Jacques-
Pierre Malan, Juilliard pupil and harpist Margaret Davis, Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins University 
cellist Mauricio Rey Gallego and Curtis Institute student and violinist Alexandra Switala will perform. 
The recital features works from Johannes Brahms, Antonín Dvořák and Johann Sebastian Bach. 
Proceeds from Sunday’s recital will benefit the Chautauqua Women’s Scholarship Fund.

MUSIC STUDENTS PREPARE FOR SUNDAY RECITAL Israelievitch and Sadovski to 
perform ‘Afternoon of Schubert’

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer
Violinist Jacques Israelievitch and pianist Valentina Sadovski, will 
perform works for violin and piano by Schubert Sunday afternoon 
in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.

Be AWARE of pedestrian congestion in our Shared Space.

RESPECT the comforts and sensitivity of others.

COURTESY suggests you slow down or go around to avoid 
crowding or running into people.

W
HEELIN’ AROUND

CHAUTAUQUA

 » on the grounds

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily 

welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters should 
be typed or printed, 
double-spaced, no more 
than 350 words and 
are subject to editing. 
Letters must include 
writer’s signature and 
typed or printed name, 
address and telephone 
number for verification. 
Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory 
or libelous statements 
will not be published. 

Submit letters to:
Jordan Steves, editor 
jsteves@ciweb.org 
The Chautauquan Daily  

PO Box 1095 
Chautauqua, NY 14722
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APYA

The Abrahamic Program 
for Young Adults, now in its 
ninth year, is designed to re-
flect the efforts and mission 
of the Department of religion 
by teaching young adults at 
Chautauqua institution about 
the shared heritage of the 
Abrahamic traditions: Juda-
ism, Christianity and islam. 
This year’s team is comprised 
of Jewish coordinator Yael 
Allen, Christian coordinator 
Alma gast, female Muslim co-
ordinator Amber Muhammad 
and male Muslim coordinator 
Kaiser Aslam.

Baptist House

The rev. Mark McCallion 
gives a sermon titled “A Ser-
mon on Privacy” based on 1 
Kings 19 and Mark 5:1-20, at 
9:30 Sunday at Baptist House, 
35 Clark. McCallion, who 
holds a Master of Divinity 
degree from Bethel Theologi-
cal Seminary, is senior pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Wes-
leyville, Pennsylvania. Bar-
bara Hois, flutist, and Marjo-
rie Kemper, pianist, present 
music.

The Blessing and Healing 
service, sponsored by the De-
partment of religion, takes 
place at 10:15 a.m. weekdays 
in the randell Chapel of the 
United Church of Christ head-
quarters. We join in prayer for 
healing and for our individual 
needs as well as the needs of 
others. 

Chabad Lubavitch

rabbi Zalman Vilenkin 
presides at the 9:30 a.m. Shab-
bat service on Saturday in the 
Everett Jewish life Center 
library. The Torah reading is 
Balak (numbers 22:2). Chabad 
lubavitch conducts a youth 
Minyan service and oneg 
Shabbat for children between 
the ages of 4 and 10 at 11:15 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Saturday 
at the Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House. A Kiddush sponsored 
by Steve and Sandy laserson 
in memory of the three mur-
dered israeli boys follows at 
12:15 p.m. at the house.

Shabbat ends at 9:49 p.m.
A community kosher bar-

becue will be held at 12 to 
2 p.m. Sunday at the Miller 
Bell Tower Park. There is a 
minimal fee. The rain time is 
5 to 7 p.m.

rabbi Vilenkin presents a 
lecture, “Maimonides, a guide 
to the Perplexed,” at 9:15 a.m. 
Monday in the library room 
of Alumni Hall.

Chautauqua Catholic Community

Masses are celebrated 
this weekend at 5 p.m. Sat-
urday in the Hall of Philos-
ophy and at 9:15 a.m. Sun-
day in the Hall of Christ 
and 12:15 p.m. in the Hall 
of Philosophy.

Daily Mass is celebrated at 
8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. week-
days in the Episcopal Chapel 
of the good Shepherd.

Priests in residence this 
week are the rev. James 
Daprile, Ph.D.; pastor of 
our lady of Perpetual Help 
in Aurora, ohio; and the 
rev. robert Sanson, Th.M., 
Ph.D.(C.l.); senior parochial 
vicar at St. Peter Church in 
ridgeville, ohio.

The rev. Todd remick is 
spiritual adviser of the Chau-
tauqua Catholic Commu-
nity and pastor of St. Mary of 
lourdes in Mayville and Be-
mus Point.

Deacon ray and Pat De-
fendorf of All Saints Parish 
in Corning are host and host-
esses at the Catholic House. 
Deanna Bliss of Mayville is 
weekend sacristan.

Chautauqua Dialogues

Chautauqua Dialogues, 
in its third consecutive year, 
provides an opportunity for 
Chautauquans to participate 
in small group discussions 
based on the 2 p.m. inter-
faith lectures sponsored 
by the Department of reli-
gion at the Hall of Philoso-
phy. The groups meet from 
3 to 5 p.m. Friday at various 
venues. Signups to partici-
pate in one of these facili-
tated group discussions are 
immediately before or af-
ter the 2 p.m. lecture at the 
Hall of Philosophy Tuesday 
through Thursday. group 
size is limited. This activity 
is sponsored by the Depart-
ment of religion.

Christian Science House

“god” is this week’s Bible 
lesson subject.  In addition 
to hearing it at the 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday service, you are wel-
come to study it during the 
week in our reading room, 
open 24/7, where you may 
also read copies of the Chris-
tian Science Monitor and past 
articles from our periodi-
cals, listen to archived ra-
dio programs, lectures and 
talks on topics of current 
interest and research using 
our computer-based concor-
dance.

Disciples of Christ

“The intended incarna-
tion,” is the title of the Com-
munion meditation 9:30 a.m. 
on Sunday, at the Disciples of 
Christ House, 32 Clark. The 
rev. S. Derek Austin will ex-
amine John 10: 30-39 and John 
14: 8-17 to look at Jesus’ parting 
words to his Disciples in the 
meditation.

Austin, a resident of Hart-
ford, Connecticut, serves 
immanuel Congregational 
Church as its intentional in-
terim minister. He previously 
was the conductor of the San 
Diego gay Men’s Chorus, and 
earned his doctoral degree 
from San Francisco Theologi-
cal Seminary.

ECOC

Valerie roberts, director of 
the Chautauqua Scholarship 
Program of the international 
order of the King’s Daughters 
and Sons, presents a program 
at the ECoC Brown Bag at 
noon Monday in randell Cha-
pel.

Episcopal Chapel  
of the Good Shepherd

The rev. Canon William J. 
geisler of St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in Brentwood, Penn-
sylvania, presides at services 
of Holy Communion at 7:45 
and 9 a.m. Sunday in the Cha-
pel of the good Shepherd. 

The rev. Virginia Carr, 
vicar of the chapel, leads a ser-
vice of sung Compline at 9:30 
p.m. Sunday night in the cha-
pel. Canon Jay presides at 7:45 
a.m. service weekdays in the 
chapel. The chapel, located at 
the corner of Clark and Park, 
is handicap-accessible via an 
elevator on the Park side and 
is open all day for meditation 
and prayer.

Food Pantry Donations

Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing non-perishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
non-perishable food dona-
tions may be dropped off at 
any time at the Scott entrance 
of Hurlbut Church.

Hebrew Congregation

rabbi Frank Muller leads 
the Saturday morning service 
at 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Hurl-
but Sanctuary. Sara Schultz, 
Temple Beth Zion, Buffalo, is 
the cantorial song leader.  A 
Kiddush lunch, sponsored by 

len and Judy Katz, follows the 
service.

rabbi Muller leads a 
Havdalah Service from 6:45 
to 7:45 p.m. Saturday at Smith 
Wilkes Hall. Dessert will be 
served.

rabbi Samuel Stahl, Temple 
Beth El (emeritus), San Anto-
nio, Texas, will be the featured 
speaker at the Hebrew Congre-
gation Shirley lazarus Speak-
ers Series at 8 to 9 p.m. on Sun-
day in the Hurlbut Sanctuary.  
His topic is “Conservative and 
reform Judaism: Challenges 
and Prospects.”  Dessert will 
be served, and bus service will 
be provided on the grounds 
after the program.  

Hurlbut Memorial  
Community Church

A service of meditation, 
Scriptures, songs, prayers and 
Communion is 8:30 to 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday at Hurlbut Memorial 
Community Church. 

Hurlbut Church Lemonade Stand

The stand serves coffee, 
lemonade, iced tea, a variety 
of sweet rolls, grilled hot dogs, 
hamburgers and italian sau-
sages 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sun-
day on the sidewalk in front 
of Hurlbut Memorial Commu-
nity Methodist Church.

Hurlbut Church Meal Ministry

Hurlbut Memorial Com-
munity United Methodist 
Church is cooking, and ev-
eryone is invited. The church 
serves lunch from 11:45 a.m. 
to 1:15 p.m. weekdays, and 
dinner from 5 to 7 p.m. each 
Thursday evening during the 
season. The church is located 
on the corner of Scott and 
Pratt.

The weekday lunches of-
fer a choice of homemade 
soup and sandwich, soup 
and salad, turkey salad plate, 
fresh fruit plate, veggie wrap, 
or a special-of-the-day; either 
quiche, taco salad or crab 
salad. All lunches are served 
with a beverage and a freshly 
baked cookie for $7. All pro-
ceeds from the meals benefit 
the mission and ministries of 
the Hurlbut Church.

International Order  
of the King’s Daughters and Sons

The ida A. Vanderbeck 
Chapel on Pratt is open to 
all for prayer and meditation 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. The 

international order of King’s 
Daughters and Sons own the 
chapel, which has been open 
since 1963.

Labyrinth

Chautauquans continue to 
have the opportunity to learn 
about and walk the labyrinth 
during the 2014 season. led by 
Wally rees and sponsored by 
the Department of religion, 
an orientation is presented at 
7 p.m. every Monday through-
out the season. 

The labyrinth, located next 
to Turner Community Center, 
is accessible though the Turner 
building or through the park-
ing lot, if arriving via route 
394. There is bus and tram 
service to Turner. remember 
your gate ticket. 

Lutheran House

The rev. rusty May pre-
sides at the 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
service of Holy Communion 
at the lutheran House on the 
brick walk at the corner of 
Peck and Clark.

May is pastor at Messiah 
lutheran, Cape Coral, Flori-
da.  He earned degrees from 
Muhlenberg College, Allen-
town, Pennsylvania, and lu-
theran Theological Seminary, 
Philadelphia. May has served 
at St. luke’s lutheran Church, 
Valatie, new York; Emmanuel 
lutheran, Stuyvesant Falls, 
new York; First lutheran 
Church, Jamestown; and Vol-
unteer ElCA Missionary in 
Bezah lutheran Seminary, 
Madagascar.

Presbyterian House

The rev. lee Beckhusen 
leads the 9:30 a.m. Sunday ser-
vice in the Presbyterian House 
chapel. Her sermon, “Who We 
Are,” is based on Micah 6:1-8. 
Beckhusen received degrees 
from Wilson College, Cham-
bersburg, Pennsylvania, and 
Princeton Theological Semi-
nary. She retired from the 
Office of Development of the 
Presbyterian Foundation in 
louisville, Kentucky.

Presbyterian House wel-
comes all Chautauquans to our 
porch for coffee, hot chocolate 
and lemonade each morning 
following the weekday morn-
ing worship and preceding 
the morning lecture. 

Religious Society  
of Friends (Quakers)

The religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) meets for 
worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
in the octagon Building on 
the corner of Cookman and 
Wythe. 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

The rev. nathan Detering, 
minister of the First Parish 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Sherborn, Massachusetts, 
will lead the 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
service in the Hall of Philoso-
phy. His sermon topic will be 
“Top Ten religious news Sto-
ries of 2013–2014.” Ann Weber 

coordinates the Fellowship’s 
music programming.  reli-
gious education for children 
ages 4 to 12 is available during 
the service at the fellowship’s 
denominational house at 6 
Bliss.

The rev. Detering will lead 
an informal discussion of Sun-
day’s sermon 9:15 a.m. Mon-
day on the patio behind the 
denominational house. 

United Church of Christ

The rev. laura C. Engelken 
leads the 8:45 a.m. Sunday 
worship service in randell 
Chapel at the UCC Headquar-
ters building. Her sermon, 
“What Did Jesus Do? insights 
for the Ethical Enterprise,” is 
based on Psalm 145 and Mat-
thew 15. Engelken has served 
as a hospital chaplain, outdoor 
ministry director, and most 
recently as director of Spiri-
tual and religious life at Mills 
College, oakland, California. 
A social hour with coffee, juice 
and light breakfast refresh-
ments follows the service.

An ecumenical Taizé ser-
vice of song and prayer will 
be offered from 7:15 to 7:45 
p.m. on Monday at the ran-
dell Chapel at the United 
Church of Christ Headquar-
ters.  “Taizé and Tea,” features 
traditional chants from the 
Taizé in Burgundy, France, in-
terspersed with prayers, read-
ings and a time of silence. iced 
tea will be served afterwards.

United Methodist

The rev. Michael Smith 
presides at the 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day service in the chapel. His 
sermon title is “rest for the 
Weary.” Smith and his wife, 
Kristen, are the chaplains of 
the week.  He serves Trinity 
United Methodist Church in 
Whitesboro, new York, having 
previously served churches in 
both new York and Virginia. 

All are welcome to stop by 
for a cup of coffee between 
the morning worship and the 
10:45 a.m. lecture.

Come share lunch and a 
chaplain’s chat at noon Tues-
day on our porch. The rev. Mi-
chael Smith will lead a discus-
sion of on the topic: “Through 
a glass Darkly, Privacy and 
the All-Knowing god.”  Stop 
by the house or call 716-357-
2055 by Monday to pre-order 
your lunch from the Hurlbut 
Church lunch ministry. The 
cost is $7.

Unity of Chautauqua

The rev. robin Volker of 
Delaware, ohio, leads the 9:30 
a.m. Sunday service in the 
Hall of Missions. Her message 
is titled “Build Your Founda-
tion-one Value at a Time.” 
An ordained Unity minister, 
Volker served for eight years 
as the minister of Unity Spiri-
tual Center in Delaware, ohio. 

Unity holds a morning Dai-
ly Word meditation 8 to 8:30 
a.m. weekdays in the Hall of 
Missions.

Interfaith News
Compiled by meg viehe



A shop dedicated to the 
principles of fair trade:

Open from 9 to 5 daily during the Chautauqua Season

• Creating Opportunities for Economically Disadvantaged 
Producers

• Transparency and Accountability
• Payment of a Fair Price
• Ensuring no Child Labor and Forced Labor
• Commitment to Non-Discrimination, Gender Equity and 

Freedom of Association
• Ensuring Good Working Conditions
• Respect for the Environment

Located down the steps on the west side of the 
Colonnade at the corner of Ames and Pratt

We carry a wonderful selection of beautiful and useful 
products from companies such as Ten Thousand 
Villages and Minga Fair Trade. Come relax in our shop 
and browse our offerings from all over the world. 
We carry sculptures, baskets, scarves, soaps, musical 
instruments, wall hangings and so much more.
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The year 1892 marked four centuries since “a sailor, 
adventurous, studious, credulous, ambitious, eager, 
dreamed of another world hidden behind the mists 
of the atlantic.” the Chautauqua Assembly Herald 

reported that the rev. J.B. young of Kansas City, Missouri, 
was speaking of Christopher Columbus. 

“the civilization of the world has been built up by 
dreamers,” young said, in a speech titled “On the track of 
Columbus,” delivered on aug. 3 in the amphitheater.

Columbus was considered a bit of a nut, though he had 
been surrounded from childhood by influences that helped 
to shape him for his career of discovery, young said. He was 
born into an age that delighted in geographical exploration; 
it was an age of map construction, of heroic travels and 
adventures by sea and land.

Columbus was influenced by the legacy of Prince Henry 
of Portugal, “under whose inspiration and guidance the 
Portuguese had pushed their discoveries far and wide,” 
young said. the prince had said “no” to England and to the 
Pope, and other sovereigns who, “in view of his military 
genius, invited him to command their armies, and share the 
honors of conquest.”

Prince Henry said, “i have better work. i propose to 
enlarge the boundary of human knowledge; to uncover the 
lands that are shrouded in the mists of the sea, to open up 
the world for commerce and the Christian faith!”

young said that the common people thought Columbus’ 
adventure was “the inspiration of the devil, or as the freak 
of a lunatic.” 

Columbus may have brought some of this on himself. He 
had considerable demands. in negotiation with the court of 
spain, in return for his leadership, Columbus wanted the 
title “don.” He wanted to be made Viceroy of the King and 
admiral of the sea. He wanted to receive one-tenth of all 
the gains that should come by traffic or discovery.

“in these terms, we see the ambition of the man and his 
desire for gold — a consuming thirst which was one of the 
factors of his entire career,” Young said. “His offer was pro-
nounced preposterous, absurd, intolerable and the would-be 
discoverer, indignant, overwhelmed, outraged, that at last 
his hopes, on the verge of realization, should be wrecked, 
turned once more and as he thought finally, from the court 
of spain.”

then it was that a woman came to his side. Queen isa-
bella had cherished Columbus as a friend, believed in him 
and “interposed her wishes and authority, offered to pledge 
her jewels if need be to furnish funds, and pleaded that he 
might be recalled and furnished with the chance to under-

take his journey.”
Columbus set off after prayers had been offered on Aug. 

3, 1492. Few expected the crew to return. there were delays, 
broken ships, repairs and portents of doom. at last, on Oct. 
12, “a new world burst before the explorer’s startled vision. 
His heart’s longings were fulfilled, his prophecies were 
justified, his work was done,” Young said. 

although he had not found a passage to india, he discov-
ered a new world which, “after providential discipline and 
preparations, was to be the home and asylum of liberty to 
the end of time.”

if only it were that easy. 
On the same day of 1892 that young was orating his en-

comium to Columbus, isabella and the homeland of liberty, 
Professor Moses Coit tyler of Cornell University delivered a 
lecture “are We americans?”

tyler said that the question “directs our eyes to a fact 
quite unprecedented in the history of the world — the fact 
of a powerful nation, a renowned nation, now more than a 
century old as a nation, more than two and one-half centu-
ries old as a group of kindred communities, and yet, rest-
ing, today, under some shadow of doubt as to whether it yet 
has a national name.”

the moniker “the United states of america” seemed to 
lack important features of a national name. it isn’t a name at 
all, but a phrase. a mere proposition. 

“Utterly void and dry of all that is picturesque and lov-
able,” tyler said.

“america” in itself was a designation that did not des-
ignate, “since it is applicable to the whole hemisphere as 
well as our particular portion of it,” tyler said. Moreover, 
this country was not the only United states in the modern 
world. in Europe, they had a United states of Holland, and 
in the Western hemisphere there was the United states of 
Central america, of the argentine republic and the United 
states of Brazil.

But then there had been proposed the name of “Colum-

bia,” tyler said, in honor of the great explorer who sailed 
upon these shores. Or possibly “alleghenia” or “appala-
chia,” names drawn from “that noble chain of mountains 
which formed [the country’s] backbone, that ran through 
the old confederacy when it first declared our national inde-
pendence.”

Or call it what the old Norsemen called it: “Vineland,” 
tyler said. “Vineland the good.” 

tyler summed up by saying that over the years, by his 
count, at least nine different names had been brought 
forward: “Columbia, alleghenia, appalachia, Washington, 
Vesperia, Freeland, Fredonia, Cabotia and Vineland.” as 
one last suggestion, if the people are still not satisfied with 
their country’s name, why not call it “Chautauqua,” tyler 
said, to which he received applause.

America, in the end, seemed a fine name, according to 
tyler. But what does such a name really stand for? 

“at one time in China this land was known as the land of 
the ‘gaudy banner,’ ” tyler said. “is it not possible that some 
of our nearer neighbors … think of america as describing 
a land of grasping, selfish people, a land of a blustering 
republic? do you think anywhere in the world the word 
america is going to convey to anybody the idea of an over-
smart person in business, a sharper in politics, a braggart 
in conversation and a mercenary materialist in habits and 
methods of his life?”

tyler hoped not. the idea of america is something very 
grand. 

“Our country is working out one of the highest problems 
in the celestial dynamics of man,” tyler said, and quoted 
Emerson: “ ‘america, america is another name for opportu-
nity. Our whole history appears like a last effort of Divine 
Providence in behalf of the human race.’ ”

tyler proposed that Chautauqua was already a part 
of this endeavor and was probably already part of what 
america may grow to be, “a people so wise, so true, so high 
minded, so pure hearted, morally courageous, so strong 
in self-restraint and in her civic virtue, so profoundly and 
magnanimously religious, and efficient in all things that go 
to make the best of this world and all worlds.”

during that summer of 1892 the Chautauqua Platform 
would pursue its civic virtue, addressing issues of temper-
ance, Suffrage, and American Identity. The Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle’s graduating class was named 
the Columbia Class. the recognition day address that year 
was given by Frank W. Gunsaulus and was titled, “the idea 
of Culture.”

Years since its discovery, America considers its identity

Poetry, memoir to be central focus of Writers’ Center Week Three

column by george Cooper

The Daily Record

Ryan Pait
Staff Writer

the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center workshops for Week 
three will center on using 
personal experiences to craft 
a memoir and incorporat-
ing history to create more 
informed and accessible po-
etry.

Prose writer-in-residence 
Marion roach smith will 
lead a workshop called 
“Memoirama,” and poet-in-
residence stephen Haven 
will lead a workshop called 
“Myself and More: deepen-
ing the Poem.”

Both writers will also give 
readings at 3:30 p.m. sunday 
on the porch of alumni Hall.

smith, author of The Mem-
oir Project, will work with her 
students on understanding 
the basics of memoir and 
getting them excited to write 
their own.

she makes a hard distinc-
tion between memoir and 
autobiography — two terms 
she said are often confused.

“Whole academic confer-
ences are devoted to this dis-
tinction, but i keep it pretty 
simple,” smith said. “autobi-
ography should be the story 
of one’s life, and memoir is to 
be written from one area of 
one’s expertise at a time.”

this will be smith’s sec-
ond time at Chautauqua. she 
last visited three years ago 
to do a similar workshop on 
memoir. smith said she’s just 
as excited to come to Chau-
tauqua now as she was three 
years ago.

“The first time I got it [the 
invitation to Chautauqua], i 
literally cried because i was 
so excited,” smith said. “and 
i feel the same way now. it’s 
an honor. it’s an environ-

ment that we all aspire to be 
in all the time, but of course 
that’s impossible. so to be 
there in any capacity, either 
as a learner or a teacher, is 
just such a grace.”

smith hopes that her 
learners come away inspired 
to begin working on their 
own writing. she said stu-
dents realizing what they 
can do with writing is so re-
warding.

“that is a remarkable 
thing,” smith said. “When i 
see it happen with students, 
when their idea really settles 
into their hearts and they un-
derstand that  — i honestly 
think it actually makes life 
better to understand that.”

Even though some may 
think that writing memoir is 
not for them, smith empha-
sized that it is for everyone.

“i think that what we un-
derstand is that everyone has 
a story,” smith said. “story-
telling and being happy with 
the memoir you write is so 
much like living. success in 
life and success in storytell-
ing is all about which details 
you choose to dwell on.”

Haven, author of The Last 
Sacred Place in North America, 
returns for his second time at 
Chautauqua as well. Haven 
will work with students on 
incorporating both personal 
history and broader cultural 
history into their poetry.

“We’ll also be looking at 
ways that poets go beyond 
the personal narrative, ways 
that poets will sort of marry 
the personal narrative to 
cultural knowledge or in-
formation related to their 
personal subject matter that 

goes beyond the individual 
poet,” Haven said. “We’ll try 
to open the poem up and be 
more inclusive of an audience 
that might share that cultural 
knowledge, whatever the 
subject might be.”

Haven put the concept in 
layman’s terms.

“in other words, if they’re 
writing about their interac-
tion with a hummingbird in 
a garden, hovering around 
a flower, they try to under-
stand what kind of flower it is 
and why the bird is there to 

begin with,” Haven said. “it’s 
about beginning to look into 
a broader base of knowledge 
for their own personal mo-
ment.”

Haven believes that incor-
porating history and broader 
knowledge can be helpful for 
both the audience and the 
poet because it draws readers 
in and helps the poet under-
stand their own work better.

“I hope they find a way to 
delve deeper into whatever 
subject matter they’re ad-
dressing,” Haven said of his 
students. “i hope they get a 
stronger sense of the poetic 

line as a unit of measure, and 
that they understand that 
technique is not a separate 
thing in and of itself, but ac-
tually a tool to take them into 
a deeper understanding of 
their own subject matter.”

Haven and smith will 
also give Brown Bag lectures 
on the porch of the literary 
arts Center at alumni Hall 
during the week. Haven’s 
Brown Bag, called “Poetic 
and Personal Meditations on 
History,” is at 12:15 p.m. tues-
day, and smith’s Brown Bag, 
called “Why Write Memoir?” 
begins at 12:15 p.m. on Friday.

smith haven
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
AA/AL-ANON open meeting 
Hurlbut Church Parlor Sundays 
and Wednesday 12:30 p.m.

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT

GREATLY DISCOUNTED 51 
Foster, newly renovated gar-
den apartment, historic district, 
2 bedrooms, 1 bath, cable, 
WiFi ,  TV,  heat /AC,  Weeks 
4,5,9. Call Sherry 240.687.2452
TALL HOUSE apa r tmen ts 
weeks 8-9, 2014&2015 See 
you soon! 716.485.8315 33 
Palestine

BOATS FOR SALE
POWER BOAT 18 '  $3650 
Institution dock slip 11 561-
212-7125

CONDOS FOR RENT
 

CANCELLATION:  Weeks 2, 3, 
9 ,  2 0 1 4  a v a i l a b l e !  
TASTEFULLY-DECORATED 1 
bedroom   luxury condo blends 
Victorian ambiance with mod-
ern amenities (AC, dishwasher,   
washer/dryer, elevator).  Private 
28Üfoot porch.  Steps from 
lake, amphitheater, Athenaeum.  
15 Simpson.  REDUCED to 
$1,400/week.JLHyland@aol.
com or 239-246-0946
ARCADE Available Week 6. 
O n e  B e d r o o m - B e a u t i f u l l y 
Furnished. Porch on Mi l ler 
Park-All Amenities. Reduced 
Price-Cancellation (513)708-
1854 (716)357-3909
GREAT LOCATION, conviently 
located studio apartment avail-
able for rent weeks 2,3,4,5. 
724.601.9299
Steps to Bestor Plaza/AMP  1 
R o b e r t s  #  1 A  ( b e h i n d 
bookstore).1st floor. Wks 3-9 
$1400/wk. Modern 1  bedroom 
w A/C. 2 porches! sgjefreid4@
verizon.net. 703-569-7148.
3-4 WEEK RENTAL: Fully equi-
ped 2nd floor, 2 bed/bath, A/C, 
W/D. No smoking/pets. 1 Car 
Parking. $2150/wk. 440-248-
0228.

EDUCATION
EXPLORE ADMISSIONS to ST 
THOMAS CHOIR SCHOOL, 
W e s t  5 8 t h ,  N Y C  ( w w w.
choirschool.org). Education for 
b o y  c h o r i s t e r s  o f  w o r l d -
renowned choir Saint Thomas 
Church Fifth Avenue. Call 212-
247-3311, Grades 3-8, or, visit 
Toothman Family, 27 Waugh 
(CowHouse) 724-747-3575.

FOR RENT
 

 

 

Brand new 62 Crescent Garden 
District. Multiple units available 
for 2015 season. Go to mychau-
tauquarentals.com or 716-639-
7659
BEATIFUL APARTMENT 2/2 Air 
Avail. Weeks 2,3, or 4. Call 
210-410-9791
N e w  Wa t e r f r o n t  L i s t i n g .  
Chautauqua convenience with 
quiet and space. 1 mi south on 
Prendergast Point.  5 BR, 3 
baths, large lawn, new deck,          
private dock.Spacious LR & 
DR. Fabulous bell tower view.
Available wks 3,6,7,8 & 2015.  
650.400.1818

FOR SALE
 

"CHAUTAUQUA"  THEMED 
handmade sundresses--Bicy-
cles, birds, musical notes. Girls 
3-8 years. Perfect grandma 
gifts! Call 414-813-5575.

FOR SALE
E L E G A N T  E S S E N T I A L S 
u n i q u e  b e a d e d  j e w e l r y. 
Affordable prices. Season dis-
play and sale 15 South 2nd 
f loor cal l  973-699-2194 for 
viewing
F O R  S A L E :  2 0 0 4 ,  S h o r e 
S t a t i o n ,  1 5 0 0  P o u n d 
(SSV15100) lift in good condi-
tion. Please call Roland Philip 
216-780-4403 (cell) or 216-
371-5880 (home).
LAKE FRONT Land For Sale. 
WeWanChu.com

HELP WANTED
Helper wanted for setup and 
breakdown at craft show on 
July 11&13.Need someone with 
a drivers license; able to do 
heavy lifting. Will pay $20/hour. 
Please contact Michele Berman 
at: 917.716.9561.
UNEXPECTED OPENINGS in 
The Chautauquan Daily circu-
lat ion department. Seeking 
daily carriers available for the 
whole season. Applicants must 
be of age to receive working 
p a p e r s .  P l e a s e  v i s i t  T h e 
Chautauquan Daily Business 
office or call 716-357-6235.

MISSING
Pearl bracelet with gold clasp 
m i ss i ng  s i nce  l as t  week . 
Reward. Contact 357-8312.

STORAGE

SERVICES

WANTED
S TA M P  C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. 
W i l l  t r a v e l  t o  a p p r a i s e . 
Chautauqua's Stamp Professor. 
904-315-5482

2015 SEASON
"TREE HOUSE at 63 Palestine 
next to McKnight Hall.  Modern 
spacious studio apartment with 
8ft x 10ft deck overlooking the 
Garden District and a beautiful 
yard Stall shower, double bed, 
Pullman kitchen, microwave, 
wifi, cable TV, a/c. Eating and 
lunging area. Parking available 
perfect for one person or a cou-
ple. $1100 per week. 357-2443 
Bluiekitty@aol.com Open sat-
urday July 5th 10:30 to 12:30. If 
you see it you'll rent it.

2015 SEASON
BEAUTIFUL NEW CONDO, 
weeks 8&9 2015 season, steps 
to the lake, amp, plaza, and 
beautiful lake view. 2 full porch-
es. 3 bedrooms plus sleeping 
loft, 2 baths. Central a/c, W/D, 
D/W, WiFi, elevator. Bus route 
by front door. Contact Joyce at 
917-855-6345. rothdesign@
aol.com

COMPLETELY NEW three bed-
room apartment available 2015 
season. Overlooks lake. South 
Lake Drive. 2 Baths. Porch, 
deck, laundry, air conditioning, 
wi-f i ,  possible parking, pet. 
3,300 weely. Minimum 2 weeks. 
716-969-4116.

FIRST FLOOR Condo w/ cov-
ered porch, 1 block from Bestor, 
2  b l o c k s  f r o m  A m p .  a n d 
Farmer's Market. Modern, A/C, 
W/D, D/W, WiFi ,  cable TV, 
Jacuzzi, grill. Fully furnished 
and secure, sleeps six, on tram 
route. 814-833-7490

ST ELMO: Weeks two through 
five. Beautifully appointed first 
floor a/c studio apartment on 
Bestor Plaza. Features include 
comfortable queen bed, ceiling-
fan,  cable T-V,  Wi-Fi ,  wel l 
equipped kitchen, porch suit-
able for dining. $1475/week, 
$1450/week for multiple weeks. 
716.357.3890

16 WILEY weeks 1-5,7-9, spa-
cious 3-story house near lake 
and children's school, 6+ bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D, 
cable, wireless internet, no 
pets, no smoking 212-369-
1220 lhunnewell@willowridge.
com

2015 Weeks 5-9 TASTEFULLY 
DECORATED 1 bedroom luxu-
ry condo blends Victorian ambi-
ance with modern amenities 
(central AC, dishwasher, in-unit 
washer/dryer, elevator). Private 
28' porch. Steps from lake, ami-
t h e a t e r ,  A t h e n a e u m .  1 5 
Simpson. Hal f -season pre-
fe r red  &  d i scoun ted  f rom 
$1,800 to $1,500/week for 4 or 
5 weeks. Contact JLHyland@
aol.com or 239-246-0946.

83 PRATT a charming guest 
house for the 2015 season. 
Sleeps two. Newly Remodeled, 
park-like setting, patio, on-site 
parking, on tram & bus route. 
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless inter-
net, D/W, pet friendly. Season/
Part -Season 954.348.4344 
bh@cpt-florida.com.

2014 SEASON
Ames and Wythe Season can-
celation, 2nd floor 1 bedroom. 
Also available 2015 season. 
Rait 357.8129.

JUDSON HOUSE: Available 
weeks 4,5,6,9. Studio, 1 bed-
room and 4 bedroom apart-
ments available. All amenities, 
pet friendly, one block from 
amp. Reduced Rates. www.
thejudsonhouse.com 357-4736

18 Center. 2nd floor Studio w/
porch. Week 4. Pet-friendly. 
Near Bestor Plaza    Amp.  
Living/dining/kitchen. Bath. AC, 
cei l ing-fan,  wi f i ,  cable.  No 
smoking.    $750/wk. 303-915-
4156 or red1184@aol.com

TO  
ADVERTISE

716-357-6206
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C L A S S I F I E D S

ROLLIN’, BOWLIN’

MATT BURKHARTT

Staff Photographer

Teams of men 
play lawn 
bowling on the 
Irwin Bowling 
Green on 
South Lake 
Drive on  
June 27.
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D A N C E

CORTNEY LINNECKE
Staff Writer

At 2 p.m. on a hot Tuesday 
afternoon, most children 
in Chautauqua are zipping 
around the grounds on bikes, 
swinging from monkey bars 
at the playground or splash-
ing in the lake at the beach. 

Not the 26 children in 
Chautauqua Dance’s Work-
shop I program, however. 
They are filed into a dance 
studio, hair slicked back and 
tights on, practicing point-
ing their toes and softening 
their hands.

As Week Two draws to a 
close, Workshop I dancers are 
finishing up final rehearsals 
for their first and only per-
formance of the season. The 
performance, which features 
three separate dance num-
bers, begins at 1 p.m. Satur-
day at the Carnahan-Jackson 
Studios. It is free of charge 
and open to the public.

Chautauqua Dance’s 
Workshop I is a two-week 
program designed for young 
dancers ranging in age from 
11 to 14. But these students 
have a lot more to offer the 
audience than dimpled 
smiles and effervescent ener-
gy. They are serious dancers 
who came to the Institution 
from all over the nation, un-
dergoing a rigorous audition 
process to secure their places 
at Chautauqua’s School of 
Dance.

“It’s exciting because 
they’re the youngest dancers 
in the program, and they do 
a nice little performance for 
only being here two weeks,” 
said Kathryn Moriarty, a 
resident faculty member at 
both Chautauqua Dance and 
Charlotte Ballet and the pri-
mary instructor for Work-

shop I. “We get students who 
are very serious and want to 
do this as a career. The skill 
level is extremely high for 
their age.”

This year, the Workshop 
I program has welcomed 26 
girls, who will dance ballet 
to a musical section from Ed-
vard Grieg’s “Holberg Varia-
tions.” The program has also 
accepted six boys for its two 
week term. They will dance 
their own ballet to Georges 
Bizet’s Carmen under the in-
struction of Sarkis Kaltak-
chian, the primary choreog-
rapher for the boys’ dance 
program. All 32 dancers will 
come together for their fi-
nal piece, a co-ed character 
dance that is fast-paced and 
spirited.

“These students come 
from all different schools 
all over the country,” Mori-
arty said. “They all have a 
little bit different training. 
So what we try to do here 
is expose them to different 
styles. Not to change them, 
but just provide a really in-
tensive summer program to 
immerse them in ballet.”

The program is intensive. 
A typical day for a female 
Workshop I dancer includes-
more than six hours of danc-
ing, starting at 9 a.m. and not 
finishing until nearly 7 p.m. 
Their schedules include bal-
let and pointe classes in the 
morning, a two-and-a-half 
hour afternoon rehearsal 
and an evening class.

The dancers don’t only 
get the opportunity to dance 
at Chautauqua, however; 
they also get the opportu-
nity to observe and experi-
ence dance on a professional 
level. Workshop I students 
this summer attended both 
the Charlotte Ballet’s perfor-

mance in Week One’s Chau-
tauqua Dance Salon and 
their preview performance 
in Week Two. Students 
also got the chance to work 
with every member of the 
Chautauqua Dance faculty, 
including artistic director 
Jean-Pierre Bonnefoux and 
former Balanchine dancer 
Patricia McBride.

“It’s always good to go 
away during the summer, to 
be around different people,” 
Moriarty said of her stu-
dents. “But it’s good for us, 
too, to get to work with new 
students.”

Moriarty said Chautau-
qua is a popular location for 
younger dancers because 
of the Institution’s safe en-
vironment. The nurturing 
atmosphere is comforting 
to many parents of young 
dancers who maybe haven’t 
traveled away from home 
before. Moriarty says that 
the children also appreciate 

Chautauqua’s unique atmo-
sphere: it allows them to feel 
free and independent.

“A lot of the dancers will 
come back,” she said. “They 
really like it here.”

This year alone there are 
five female festival danc-
ers who were previously 
enrolled in Chautauqua’s 
workshop programs. In past 
years, dancers have even 
graduated from the work-
shop to the festival level and 
continued on to become ap-
prentices. Moriarty noted 
that the special thing about 
Chautauqua’s dance pro-
grams is that, oftentimes, 
the Chautauqua community 
gets to watch dancers grow 
up, mature and develop as 
both dancers and human be-
ings.

For now, though, Mori-
arty and her students have 
their sights set on Saturday’s 
performance. It is the culmi-
nation of two weeks’ hard 

work, long classes and end-
less rehearsals. It also marks 
the end of the Workshop I 
students’ time in Chautau-
qua, as they will leave right 
after their performance to 
give the incoming Workshop 
II students space to move 
in. But in their time here 
students have learned more 
than just steps and chore-
ography. Moriarty said that 
they have also learned from 
the diverse students around 
them and the friendships 
that they’ve forged.

“I haven’t seen any com-
petition within this group at 
all,” she said. “It’s really nice. 
They all got along very well.”

This weekend, when the 
young dancers are pack-

ing their bags and donning 
their recital costumes, they 
will also be eagerly await-
ing the arrival of friends and 
family who usually show 
up in full force for the per-
formance. But Moriarty said 
she’d like to see more than 
just familiar faces in the au-
dience at this year’s show. 
She sees the Workshop I re-
cital as an opportunity for 
the Chautauqua community 
to experience the Institu-
tion’s youngest generation of 
dance.

“Normally, it’s primar-
ily families or other dancers 
that come to our show,” she 
said. “But it would be great if 
other people would come see 
us, too.”

Workshop I recital 
bids goodbye to dance 
program’s youngest

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Student dancers in Workshop I rehearse at Carnahan Jackson Studios Tuesday.
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P r o g r a m

Su
SUNDAY
JULY 6

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:30 Songs, Prayers, Communion & 
Meditation. Hurlbut Church 

8:45 United Church of Christ Worship 
Service. UCC Randell Chapel

9:00 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

9:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of Christ

9:30 Services in Denominational Houses

9:30 Unitarian Universalist Service. Hall 
of Philosophy

9:30 Unity Service. Hall of Missions

9:30 Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) Service. Octagon 
Building

9:30 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

10:15 Sunday School. Through Grade 
6. Child care for infants. Children’s 
School

10:45 SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND 
SERMON. The Very Rev. Alan Jones, 
dean emeritus, Grace Cathedral, San 
Francisco. Amphitheater

11:30 (11:30 until sold out) Chicken 
Barbecue Dinner. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Volunteer Fire 
Department.) Fee. Chautauqua Fire Hall

Sa
SATURDAY

JULY 5

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

8:45 Hebrew Congregation Special 
Study Session. Hurlbut Church

9:30 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Service. Service led by Rabbi 
Frank Muller, Susan Goldberg 
Schwartz, soloist. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary

9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Kiddush will follow at 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House. 
Everett Jewish Life Center Library

11:15 Chabad Lubavitch Youth Minyan 
Service and Oneg Shabbat. For 
children ages 4 to 10. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

12:30 (12:30–2:30) Social Bridge 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) For men and 
women. Women’s Clubhouse

1:00 Workshop I Performance. 
(Chautauqua Dance.) Carnahan-
Jackson Dance Studio

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:15 THEATER. A Raisin in the Sun. 
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets 
at Main Gate Welcome Center or 
Colonnade lobby ticket offices, and 
45 minutes before curtain at the 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater.

3:00 LECTURE. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Contemporary Issues Forum. 
Eleanor Clift, author, Two Weeks of 
Life. Hall of Philosophy

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

5:00 Operalogue. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Opera Guild.) Madam 
Butterfly. Lecture with excerpts from 
the opera. Jay Lesenger, general 
and artistic director of Chautauqua 

Opera with Chautauqua Opera 
Young Artists. Fee for non-
members. Norton Hall

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing at 
Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

6:45 Havdalah Service. (Sponsored 
by Hebrew Congregation.) Susan 
Goldberg Schwartz, leader and 
soloist. Literary Arts Center lawn (or 
porch in case of rain)

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA OPERA. Madam 
Butterfly by Giacomo Puccini with 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra. Arthur Fagen, guest 
conductor; Jay Lesenger, director. 
Featuring Mary Dunleavy, Reneé 
Tatum, Scott Quinn, Michael 
Chioldi, Jesse Darden, Jared A. 
Guest, Brad Walker. Brian James 
Myer, Kate Farrar and members 
of the Chautauqua Opera Young 
Artists Program. Amphitheater

12:00 (12–4:30) Art in the Park. 
(Sponsored by VACI Partners.) Miller 
Park

12:00 (12–2) Community Kosher BBQ. 
(Programmed by Chabad Lubavitch 
of Chautauqua.) Fee. Miller Bell 
Tower Park

12:00 (12–3) Special Studies Meet and 
Greet. Hultquist Porch

12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center 

12:10 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

1:30 Student Recital. (Benefits the 
Chautauqua Women’s Scholarship 
Fund.) McKnight Hall

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:15 THEATER. A Raisin in the Sun 
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets 
at Main Gate Welcome Center or 
Colonnade lobby ticket offices and 
45 minutes before curtain at the 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

2:30 CONCERT. Brass Band of the 
Western Reserve. “From Sea to 
Shining Sea.”Amphitheater

3:30 Poetry and Prose Reading. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Stephen Haven, 
poetry; Marion Roach Smith, prose. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
porch

3:30 (3:30-5:00) Jewish Film Festival. 
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.) “Zaytoun.” Everett 
Jewish Life Center

3:30 Lemonade Social. (Sponsored 
by the Chautauqua Literary Arts 
Friends.) Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall porch

3:30 Faculty Artist Recital. “An 
Afternoon of Schubert.” Jacques 
Israelievitch, Valentina Sadivski. 
(Benefits the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club.) Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:00 Walking Tour of Grounds. Fee. 
(Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from south 
end of Main Gate Welcome Center

4:30 (4:30–5) Sharing God’s Gift. 
Sammy Huh, tenor, Chautauqua 
Opera; NSAL voice competition 
winner. Hall of Philosophy

5:00 VESPERS. (Chaplain’s Journey of 
Faith.) The Very Rev. Alan Jones. 
Hall of Philosophy

5:00 Orientation Session for first-time 
Chautauquans. Hultquist Center

5:00 Open Mic. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends.) 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Ballroom

5:00 (5–8) Mah Jongg. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club) 
Memberships available at the door. 
Women’s Club house

5:00 Massey Children’s Organ 
Encounter. Jared Jacobsen, 
organist. Amphitheater

5:00 Life Member Celebration. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Women’s Club house

6:00 New Visitor Information Session. 
Hultquist Center

6:00 LGBT & Friends Meet and Greet. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
porch

7:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

7:00 Palestine Park Program.  
“A Journey Through Biblical Times.” 
Palestine Park

8:00 SACRED SONG SERVICE. “Holy is 
the True Light.” The Chautauqua 

Choir. Amphitheater

8:00 THEATER. A Raisin in the Sun 
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets 
at Main Gate Welcome Center or 
Colonnade lobby ticket offices and 
45 minutes before curtain at the 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater.

9:30 Service of Compline. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

9:30 CPOA Outdoor Lighting Walk-
about. Colonnade

VIOLIN VIRTUOSO

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Mary Hurner, 12, of Utah, practices violin at Bestor Plaza Wednesday. Mary has been playing since she was 6 years old. 

Questions?
A group of Chautauquans 
has volunteered to help 
answer questions from 
visitors to the Institution.

“Drive through” stations 
at the two Main Gate 
entrances 2 to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays will be set up 
to assist those searching 
for their on-grounds 
accommodations. 

 » on the grounds
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