
Quinn Kelley
Staff Writer

In a diverse, 
global society in 
which Christianity 
is often associated 
with the political 
right, the Rev. Del-
man Coates said it’s 
time for a progres-
sive approach to 
public engagement.

Coates will ad-
dress the topic “Towards a Progressive 
Christian Praxis of Public Engagement,” 
from the perspective of both a clergy leader 
and an academic at 2 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy. Week Four’s Interfaith Lec-
ture theme is “The Role of a Citizen in a Just 
Democracy.”

“My remarks will focus upon my view 
that we really need to proclaim progressive 
theological inquiry in America,” he said. 
“Over the past 40 years or so, we’ve conced-
ed the public square from the faith perspec-
tive to the religious right.”

john ford
Staff Writer

When Dalia Mogahed took 
the Amphitheater stage twice 
last year, she remained calm 
and objective, bringing thought-
fulness, modesty and erudi-
tion to her display of a breadth 
of knowledge about Arab and 
American views of each other. 

It’s a perspective refined by 
years of public opinion sam-
pling and analysis for Gallup 
and other organizations.

This time, Mogahed said, 
things will be different.

“I’m still me,” Mogahed 

said, “but this time 
around, I’m go-
ing to be breathing 
fire.” 

Public opinion 
expert Mogahed 
returns to the Am-
phitheater stage at 
10:45 a.m. today to 
launch the portion 
of this week dedi-
cated to an Egyp-
tian case study of 
revolution.

Mogahed is passionate in 
her indictment of the military 
government, which overthrew 
the popularly elected Muslim 

Brotherhood-dom-
inated regime of 
Mohamed Morsi, al-
most exactly at the 
time she was visit-
ing Chautauqua in 
2013.

“The current 
Egyptian govern-
ment is trying to 
make us believe that 
the January 2011 
revolution which 

overthrew President Hosni 
Mubarak never occurred,” 
Mogahed said. “This military 
government in Cairo has not 
dealt with any of the root causes 

of the 2011 revolution, and I 
think they hope that the United 
States will lose interest and ac-
cept the status quo.”

The dilemma facing the 
Obama administration over 
Egypt was spotlighted last 
month when Secretary of State 
John Kerry, speaking in Cairo, 
radiated optimism about Egypt’s 
future course just one day before 
President Barack Obama con-
demned Egypt’s military gov-
ernment when it enforced puni-
tive prison terms against several 
independent journalists, includ-
ing three from Al-Jazeera.  
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HIGH 66° LoW 53°
Rain: 30%
Sunset: 8:52 p.m.

HIGH 71° LoW  50°
Rain: 0%
Sunrise: 5:56 a.m. Sunset: 8:52 p.m.

The Daily’s website has been completely updated with a responsive design for enhanced viewing on all screen sizes, plus bigger photos and videos — check it out! www.chqdaily.com
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Zainab Kandeh
Staff Writer

Harvard Univer-
sity professor Kiku 
Adatto believes that 
everyone has the 
power to be a story-
teller. 

Everyone, regard-
less of his or her 
background, pos-
sesses a story to tell, 
she said: From the illustrious sagas of great 
kings and queens to the songs and stories 
that hold the history of a family, oral tradi-
tions have for centuries shed light to some of 
the world’s greatest wonders. 

Adatto hopes to gather up the stories of 
young readers at Chautauqua Institution this 
afternoon. 

Her book, Babayan and the Magic Star, is 
the CLSC Young Readers selection for Week 
Four.

Following a special 2:30 p.m. presentation 
today on “Storytelling and the Moral Imagi-
nation” in Smith Wilkes Hall from Adatto 
and her husband, Michael J. Sandel, Adatto 
will continue the conversation of Babayan and 
the Magic Star at 4:15 p.m. in the ballroom of 
the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall.

mogahed

coaTes

Coates to speak on 
need for progressive 
Christian approach
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Young Readers to be 
story seekers, tellers

See coates, Page 4

See adatto, Page 4

See mogahed, Page 4

Mogahed to outline Egyptian revolution, unrest

Jazz clarinetist Orange Kellin, and 
his band of ragtime musicians will per-
form “A Night in Old New Orleans” 
at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amp. Their 
show is based off the production One 
Mo’ Time, which toured the United 
States and abroad from 1979 until 2001, 
when it closed on Broadway. The band 
also draws inspiration from music in 
the 1910s and 1920s.

Kellin was a part of the One Mo’ Time 
production. The group, all veterans of 
the show, started touring together in 
2004, keeping the spirit alive.

“We’ll resurrect a few numbers from 
that show [tonight],” Kellin said.

Joining the group is Vernel Bagne-
ris, who originally wrote and directed 
One Mo’ Time. Bagneris will be singing, 
dancing and acting out the numbers on 

stage for the audience.
New Orleans show tunes have always 

had a way of captivating an audience, 
Kellin said. The secret is in the rhythm.

“How do you describe rhythm?” he 
said. “It’s something that’s relaxed and 
it’s swinging, it’s happy and it’s sad and 
it’s everything at the same time.”

See new orleans, Page 4

Pardo updates community on board activity, Page 3

Groupers from Boys’ and Girls’ Club enjoy some playtime on and in the lake during some beautiful weather earlier this season.  RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer
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Big Easy sounds — an instrumental trifecta of piano, clarinet and percussion —
 will course through the Amphitheater tonight as Chautauquans 

get a taste of New Orleans’ Bourbon Street.

A Night in Old New Orleans  
brings songs of the South to Amp 
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Briefly

Zainab Kandeh
staff writer

Passion, love and pain are 
common themes for an opera.

some motifs lend them-
selves to expectation, like a 
quest to fight evil, or the pro-
tagonist discovering his or her 
true self. But tonight, students 
of the Voice Program will give 
audiences an unforgettable 
and unexpected opera.

At 7:30 p.m. tonight in 
Fletcher Music Hall, Voice 
Program faculty member 
and director John Giampi-
etro and the voice students 
will debut Werther. 

Though love is at the heart 
of tonight’s plot, audiences 
will rest on the edge of their 
seats as they explore the ago-
ny of a love unrequited.

Written in 1774 by Jo-
hann Wolfgang von Goethe, 

Werther is the story 
of a young man tor-
mented by the love 
he cannot have. This 
evening, audiences 
will have the oppor-
tunity to sift through 
the feelings of love, 
death and atonement 
in an opera that vo-
calist Jean-Michel 
Richer said personi-
fies the essence of hu-
man nature.

“There are thou-
sands upon thou-
sand of families and 
couples that have had 
the feeling of ‘My 
heart is somewhere 
else from my head and my 
values are conflicting to-
gether and creating this gap 
in my life,’ ” Richer said. 
“everybody goes through 
that in their life — not only 
young people, or those who 
are foolish and naïve. every-
body goes through this and 
it makes you think. That’s 
the beauty of Werther.”

Giampietro said that he 

is excited to share 
Werther with audienc-
es, especially since it 
is an opera that is not 
often performed. 

Though tonight is 
the premiere, audi-
ences will have two 
more opportunities 
to view Werther, but 
with a twist: each 
performance will fea-
ture a different cast.

“Having three 
casts is a challenge, 
but all of the students 
are doing great,” Gi-
ampietro said. “They 
all bring something 
different to the role. 

They bring aspects of their 
personality. We don’t try to 
shove them into one specific 
idea of Werther. I’m sensitive to 
their own  interpretation and 
what they bring.”

Though practices have 
been long, Richer said his 
personal connection to 
Werther motivates him to 
perform his best.

“It’s special for me being 

that [Werther] is in French 
and I am francophone,” 
Richer said. “I want to make 
the best of it. It’s a great chal-
lenge, and with great chal-
lenges you grow towards 
greatness.”

With chances to see the 
students of the Voice Pro-
gram showcase their talents 
this evening, Thursday and 
Friday, Giampietro said that 
he is also excited to see the 
growth and learning that 
comes from the students be-
ing on stage.

“What excites me most is 
to be able to work with young 
people and begin to develop 
them right when they’re at 
the beginning or middle of 
their training, before [they] go 
off,” Giampietro said. “Acting 
is not just a series of mechani-
cal things that you do; it’s that 
plus experience [and] aware-
ness of the world that comes 
together to form expression.”

Proceeds from this evening’s 
performance will benefit the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.

Voice Program students 
set to debut ‘werther’

Special conversation on Egypt
The Department of Religion sponsors a special con-

versation at 3:30 p.m. today in the Hall of Christ. Father 
Doug May, a Maryknoll priest who has been serving in 
egypt for over 25 years, will be joined by Deborah and 
Jud Doyle, who have served in egypt for the U.s. Agency 
for International Development, as well as Father Boulos 
Ishak, a priest of the egyptian Coptic Church. They will 
present a short film about Christian-Muslim relations in 
Egypt through the work of one priest and sheik, each offer 
personal reflections, and then engage in conversation on 
the topic of “Life Among the Religions in egypt Today.” 
CLSC Alumni Association News

The CLsC Alumni Association book review is hap-
pening at 12:15 p.m. today on the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Porch. Bob Hopper will be discussing The 
Sleepwalkers: How Europe went to War in 1914. 

At 6:45 p.m. today in the Hall of Christ, Chris Flan-
ders and Peaches Wagner will discuss “Crossing the Gulf 
stream: Then sailing on to Cuba,” as part of the eventide 
Travelogue series.

The CLsC Class of 2014 will hold a meeting from 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. today at the Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall. Members will make plans for graduation on Aug. 6

CLsC Class of 2012 will meet at 12:15 p.m. Thursday at 
a picnic table on the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
lawn for a Brown Bag gathering.  

The CLsC Class of 2010 will gather for an informal cof-
fee chat at 10 a.m. Thursday on the porch of the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall. 

The CLsC Class of 2009 will hold a social from 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Lutheran House. Please call 
716-357-2135 for details and to RsVP. 

The CLsC Class of 1990 will meet for a potluck lunch 
at noon on saturday at the home of Anne Palomaki, 4585 
Canterbury, on the corner of Canterbury and Route 394, 
just two houses from Bryant Gate. Beverages and main 
dish will be provided. Any questions? Call Marjorie at 
412-715-2574 or Anne at 216-521-4029.
Chautauqua Dialogues

Chautauqua Dialogues take place from 3:30 to 5 p.m. on 
Friday. sign up today before or after the 2 p.m. lecture at 
the Hall of Philosophy to participate in one of these small 
group discussions. 
Open houses for available rentals, properties for sale

Lists of real estate open houses are available at the Visi-
tors Center on Bestor Plaza. Open houses for properties for 
sale take place Tuesdays; open houses for available rentals, 
Wednesdays. Gate passes for real estate open houses are 
available at Will Call in the Main Gate Welcome Center.
Sandy D’Andrade’s 12th Annual trunk show and sale

sandy D’Andrade’s 12th annual trunk show and sale, 
which benefits Chautauqua Opera Company’s Young Art-
ists program, will run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today at the-
Main Gate Welcome Center. Bring your gate pass.
Opera Guild news 

All Chautauqua Opera Guild members are invited to 
attend the annual meeting and lunch at 12:15 p.m. Thurs-
day at norton Hall. Please RsVP to 716-789-5165 or 845-
216-7899 or email judygoldman@yahoo.com.
Friends of Theater Tech Rehearsal ‘Sneak Peek’

Friends of Chautauqua Theater are invited to sit in for 
45-minute segments of a rehearsal of The May Queen at 1, 
1:45 or 2:30 p.m. today Meet at the Bratton Theater entry 
door. Memberships are $10 and are available at the door. 
Abrahamic Program for Young Adults

APYA would like to invite the Chautauqua community 
to their weekly Burning Questions Brown Bag at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Hall of Christ. Please note the location change from 
last week. We encourage you to bring your lunch and your 
questions and we look forward to a time of conversation.
Moser’s cello master class

At 10 a.m. today in Fletcher Music Hall, world-re-
nowned cellist Johannes Moser will teach a cello master 
class. Moser performed with the Chautauqua symphony 
Orchestra last night.
Chautauqua Women’s Club news

The Flea Boutique is open Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Sundays from noon to 2 p.m. behind the Colonnade. You’ll 
find a variety of household goods, clothing, jewelry, purs-
es and shoes, toys, games and books at bargain prices. 

The Women’s Club offers canasta every Thursday after-
noon at our clubhouse. Games begin at 1:30 p.m. You may 
bring your own group or sign up to join a group. Beginner 
instruction is available at 12:30 p.m. All are welcome.

The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended to 
provide space for announcements from Institution-related organi-
zations. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a story, it 
should not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information to Drew in 
the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide name of organization, 
time and place of meeting and one contact person’s name with 
phone number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.*

GiAMPiETRO

new visitor 
information 
sessions
special informal 
orientation sessions 
for Chautauqua  
first-timers are 
scheduled from 6 to 
7 p.m. each sunday 
evening (excluding the 
final sunday of the 
season) on the first 
floor of the hultquist 
Center. these sessions 
afford the opportunity 
for new Chautauquans 
to learn the ins and 
outs of this unique 
place.

 » on the grounds
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Deborah TrefTs
Staff Writer

According to the Rev. Rob-
ert Franklin, the Department 
of Religion and the Women’s 
club share a distinctive mis-
sion to sustain the great 
conversations that were 
the reasons for establishing 
chautauqua.

At 9 a.m. tomorrow at 
the Women’s club house, 
chautauqua’s director of re-
ligion will discuss “Religion 
at chautauqua: Spiritual-
ity, Ethics and the common 
Good,” as part of the cWc’s 
chautauqua Speaks series. 

the legacy of Eleanor Roo-
sevelt will be on his mind.

“much beloved at chau-
tauqua and by the nation, she 
was determined, relentless 
and joyful in transforming 
our nation into a more perfect 
union,” Franklin said.

the director said that he 
“would like people to con-
sider how they can play a role 
in their local communities at 

beginning and 
sustaining the 
ancient ques-
tions that go 
back to Socrates 
and the Bible. 
the best minds 
were grappling 
with them. 
What is a good 
person, a good 
life, a good 
community, a 
just society?” 

He is looking at ways of 
moving forward with chau-
tauqua’s great conversations 
legacy, which includes bring-
ing people with an interfaith 
perspective to the institution 
through the chaplain of the 
Week program.

“i’m particularly inter-
ested in leaders who reach 
out to youth and the ‘reli-
gious nones,’ ” Franklin said. 
“Leaders who pour new wine 
into old wineskins and are 
leading renewal in the tra-
ditional denominations that 
are very important to chau-

tauqua yet are in 
decline. thirty-four 
percent of people 
under 30 have no re-
ligion and yet they 
are undergoing a 
spiritual quest. i 
want to bring ener-
getic change agents 
here.” 

Franklin said he 
would like chau-
tauquans to reflect 

on how their own minds 
have changed over the past 
10 years as a result of the reli-
gion department, and on who 
has been especially meaning-
ful to them.  

At chautauqua, the direc-
tor said that “part of what’s 
happening is a sustained nine-
week focus on questions that 
matter, with all participating 
in the ‘Great conversation.’ in 
the Amphitheater and Hall of 
Philosophy, there’s something 
about the lack of closed walls 
that’s like ancient Athens 
and the original chautauqua 
campground, engaging sages 

on stage with voices from the 
audience.”

Franklin said that the 
“Great conversation” is the 
tradition of raising funda-
mental questions and dis-
cussing the powerful ideas 
and books that have shaped 
Western society. 

While serving as president 
of morehouse college from 
2007 to 2013, Franklin es-
poused this perspective and 
developed a set of five “wells” 
for his students. He urged 
them to be well-read, well-
spoken, well-traveled, well-
dressed and well-balanced. 

By “well-read” Franklin 
meant reading extensively 
in the liberal arts, includ-
ing the humanities, arts, sci-
ences, technology, multiple 
languages and religion (inter-
faith and spirituality).

By “well-balanced” Frank-
lin was advising his students 
to take time for reflection, 
which he considers to be par-
ticularly important. 

“Do chautauquans take 

enough time to reflect?” he 
said. “Do we take Shabbat; 
do we take the Sabbath? or 
are we programming hyper-
activity into our days? We’re 
busier and more driven. this 
compromises our ability to 
have the great conversations 
and to sit, concentrate, listen 
and reflect.”

Franklin said that How-
ard thurman is one of his 
favorite theologians because 
“he talked about the impor-
tance of centering down and 
removing ourselves from the 
traffic of everyday life.” 

“i have to do that to be cre-
ative,” Franklin continued. “i 
can’t be on a treadmill all the 
time. i like to sit by chautau-
qua Lake and think. medi-
tation and silent prayer is 
what the Quakers have long 
known. Focus, settle, listen. 
Shabbat and the Sabbath are 
time for renewal.”

the renewal that Franklin 
has experienced following 
the birth of his first grand-
child has surprised him. 

“What makes me happiest 
now is being a new grandfa-
ther,” he said. “it has changed 
my self-understanding, apart 
from the terror of wonder-
ing, ‘Am i really that old?’ 
i am reaching into the fu-
ture through my 1-year-old 
granddaughter.”

upon becoming the di-
rector of religion in January, 
Franklin began reaching into 
the greater chautauqua com-
munity. 

“We can do more to build a 
stronger bridge to decrease the 
socioeconomic and ethnic di-
visions between chautauqua 
institution and the surround-
ing communities,” he said.

in Erie, he spoke at the 
martin Luther King Jr. me-
morial center banquet, and 
in Jamestown at the meet-
ing of the American Guild of 
organists. Splitting time be-
tween chautauqua and At-
lanta during the off-season, 
Franklin, during those trips, 
“discovered the polar vortex 
first hand.”

Women’s Club hosts Franklin for Chautauqua Speaks

Pardo updates community on 
board activity, hears feedback

FRANKLIN

CorTney LinneCke
Staff Writer

James Pardo, chairman of 
the chautauqua institution 
Board of trustees, led an 
open forum on Saturday in 
the Hall of christ to update 
community members on 
board activity over the last 
year. He also took it as an 
opportunity to look toward 
chautauqua’s future and re-
ceive public feedback about 
the institution’s growth and 
direction.

According to Pardo, over 
the past year the board has 
put a lot of effort into analyz-
ing what makes chautauqua 
unique in order to preserve it 
for future generations. they 
determined five main pillars 
as the foundation of chautau-
qua’s originality: community, 
leadership, financial sustain-
ability, brand management 
and something called “the 
chautauqua mix,” which in-
cludes a focus on year-round 
engagement. These core five 
pillars are what must be pre-
served to ensure chautau-
qua’s survival, Pardo said.

“We focus on them be-
cause we need to make sure 
this 140-year-old place stays 
on the right side of quaint ver-
sus seedy,” he said.

many of these pillars were 
explored at the board’s annu-
al retreat, which took place in 
chautauqua this past Febru-
ary. Pardo said that the board 
used the retreat to analyze 
such topics as financial sus-
tainability, marketing, brand 
management, short-term ac-
commodations for visitors 
and programming.

Perhaps one of the most 
troubling problems the board 
realized was the stagnant 
number of visitors entering 
chautauqua’s grounds. 

According to Pardo, the in-
stitution sees fewer and fewer 
people returning for the full 
season each summer. the two 
most popular gate passes sold 
this summer were one-week 
passes and less-than-one-
week passes.

“i don’t like the word ‘cus-
tomer’ or ‘visitor,’ ” Pardo 
said. “So how do we get these 
people from being customers 
or visitors to being chautau-
quans?”

Pardo believes the answer 
is twofold: information and 
programming. First, he be-
lieves that chautauqua needs 
to establish a “marketplace of 
information,” an online pres-
ence where people can more 
easily access accommodation 
information, travel arrange-
ments, reviews of restaurants 
and the like. Secondly, he 
thinks the volume of chau-
tauqua’s population can be 
increased with better pro-
gramming — not just from a 
quantitative aspect, but from 
a qualitative aspect as well.

According to Pardo, solid 
weekly themes and program-
ming have the ability to lure 
in more visitors. As is, Pardo 
feels that the institution may 
have become a stop on the 
way for many people: a place 
they visit en route to another 
location, or a place they may 
sample once, check off their 
bucket list, and never return 
to. Pardo hopes that, with 
programming, the institution 
can transform from being a 
stop on the way to being peo-
ple’s ultimate destination.

community members 
in attendance at Saturday’s 
meeting had their own 
thoughts about chautauqua’s 
flat population volume. Bob 
Hopper thought the key to at-
tracting visitors may rest in a 

regional inclusivity approach, 
encouraging chautauqua 
county natives to partake in 
institution events.

“When I first arrived at 
chautauqua, i thought it 
seemed like a closed place,” 
Hopper said. “it took me a 
few years before i felt like i 
fit in. I realized, it’ll open, 
you just have to keep trying. i 
think we should try to be a re-
gional organization also. The 
regional people are in chau-
tauqua all summer long, all 
year long.”

Another chautauquan, 
toni Goldfarb, agreed with 
Hopper, claiming that, de-
spite chautauqua’s claim of 
“inclusivity,” it had become 
inaccessible to many middle-
class Americans, who may no 
longer be able to afford gate 
passes and accommodations 
like they used to.

“i think we’re becoming a 
community with an emphasis 
on the 1 percent,” Goldfarb 
said.

Still, other community 
members rebelled against 
Pardo’s emphasis on themed 
programming, saying that 
rather than seeing one nar-
row theme for an entire week, 
they would enjoy more ver-
satility and diversity in pro-
gramming at any given time.

Pardo acknowledged the 
community’s suggestions, 
explaining that in the institu-
tion’s present moment of de-
mographic transition, public 
feedback is key. He said that 
the board is working hard to 
push integration, program-
ming and community, despite 
various stresses currently 
placed on the institution.

“We are in a world that is 
resource-restrained,” Pardo 
said, “and doing a wonderful 
job of doing more with less.”

tim harris | Daily file photo

Ryan Kiblin, manager of grounds, gardens and landscaping, passed away on Sunday, June 13, along with her infant daughter, Emma Lee, following a brief illness. The Daily will run a full obituary in the 
Thursday edition. A public memorial service will be held on the Chautauqua grounds at 1 p.m. Saturday in the Hall of Philosophy. Above left, Ryan works on the garden outside Fowler-Kellogg Art Center 
during the 2010 season. Above right, the rain garden on College Hill is one of many major projects Ryan helped initiate and see through in her time leading the grounds, gardens and landscaping department.

RemembeRINg RyAN KIbLIN



“I hope to revive the oral 
storytelling tradition by en-
couraging children to retell, 
interpret and continue the 
story of Babayan in their 
own voices, adapt it to their 
local cultures and traditions, 
and create their own art proj-
ects,” Adatto said. 

Matt Ewalt, associate 
director of education and 
youth services, said the 2:30 
p.m. program is designed 
as a community discussion 
for children and adults alike 
on the tradition of oral sto-
rytelling. In particular, he 
said, youth ages 5 to 12 are 
encouraged to attend and 
participate in the program, 
which includes Adatto read-
ing from Babayan, sharing 
art from the book and ask-
ing questions of the youth 
in attendance. Sandel will 
then join her for a discus-
sion about the Babayan Sto-
rytelling Project. The 4:30 
p.m. event is a youth-only art 
activity at the Literary Arts 
Center.

During the conversation, 
Adatto said she wanted to 
allow the young readers to 
take the reigns and tell their 
own tales.

Babayan and the Magic Star 
is the tale of a ferocious beast 
who falls from a star into a 
land called Shayma Bayma 
Island, a land as beautiful as 
it is mysterious. 

In this tale, replete with 
entrancing illustrations and 
an ending to warm the hearts 
of readers from ages 1 to 99, 
this week’s furry protagonist 
learns that the strength of 
his roar is born in a place of 
peace.

The book, Adatto said, 
is based on the stories she 
used to tuck in her sons into 
bed. When she was a child, 
Adatto said she was spoiled 
by the rich stories her father, 
an immigrant from Istanbul, 
Turkey, would tell her. 

From hearing of songs 
and stories retold from gen-
erations past, Adatto said the 
art of storytelling has always 
been in her blood.

“Even though it was my 
father who carried them to 
me, traditionally the stories 
were carried in the home 

by the women that would 
often sing and tell stories 
to their children,” she said. 
“So there’s this hundreds-
of-years-old storytelling tra-
dition that is very much in 
my blood and it’s a core part 
of the Babayan Storytelling 
Project.”

The Babayan Storytell-
ing Project and international 
initiative is spearheaded by 
Adatto and her husband, a 
fellow Harvard professor 
and frequent Chautauqua 
speaker.

The project inspires chil-
dren to use storytelling as a 
vessel to discover and trans-
form the world. With publi-
cations already in India and 
making their way to Latin 
America, Spain and the Ca-
ribbean with The Babayan 
Storytelling Project, Adatto 
and Sandel plan to develop 
partnerships with schools, 
libraries and nonprofits 
worldwide, including Chau-
tauqua.

“The young readers of 
Chautauqua are at the heart 
of this project,” Adatto said. 
“The project is encouraging 
young people to be story 
seekers. To begin with a sto-

ry, continue the story and to 
gather more stories. I think 
that there are multiple ways 
that we tell, retell and create 
stories and the way each one 
of us becomes an oral story-
teller is when we learn tell 
the story in our own distinc-
tive voice.”

While a major push for 
increased skills in math and 
science seem to be the talk of 
the watercooler about edu-
cation these days, Adatto 
believes that the power of 
continuing oral traditions is 
just as useful in that it will 
preserve each generation’s 
current place in time.

“I think the process of 
storytelling, of listening to 
stories making up stories, 
sharing stories and writing 
the stories down is one of 
the essential creative acts of 
our very being of our very 
soul,” she said. “It’s not sim-
ply about stories — it’s an 
expression of our inner life. 
It’s an expression of our con-
nection to our past and our 
traditions our families, and 
it’s an expression of ideas we 
have for the future. It’s an ex-
pression of how we see the 
world we’re living in now.”

Kellin said it’s a style that 
every audience responds to. 
First-time Big Easy listeners 
will “just know when you 
hear it.”

The trio — Kellin on clari-
net, Conal Fowkes on vocals 
and ragtime piano and Chris 
Tyle on vocals and drums 
— comes together in time-
honored and efficient com-
bination. Kellin said New 
Orleans bands have been us-
ing the this blend of instru-
ments for decades because 
it reaches a range of sounds 

and sensations.
“It covers a lot of bases,” 

he said. “The clarinet is a 
very flexible instrument. 
You can play low, you can 
play high. Piano can play 
harmony, it can play base-
line. And the percussion, the 
drums, makes everything 
sound full and makes the 
whole thing work.”

Kellin, who got his first 
clarinet in 1957 as a Christ-
mas present, has been a part 
of the New Orleans scene 
since 1966. 

This will be his band’s 
first time playing at Chau-
tauqua Institution.

Coates, senior pastor of 
Mt. Ennon Baptist Church in 
Clinton, Maryland, will dis-
cuss the need for progressive 
theological inquiry to help 
Christians understand what 
it means to be Christian in a 
diverse culture, he said. He 
expressed the need for a “re-
newed commitment to social 
justice and public engage-
ment,” which includes cam-
paign finance reform.

“The relationship be-
tween money and politics 
has got to be addressed,” 
he said. “Our democracy is 
on the verge of purchased-
and-sacrificed at the altar 
of the dollar.”

Coates has been an out-
spoken supporter of same-
sex marriage; in 2012, he 
testified on behalf of the 
same-sex marriage bill 
in Maryland. He also ran 
as a lieutenant governor 
candidate in the state’s 
2014 gubernatorial race af-
ter Heather Mizeur, who 
would have been the state’s 
first female — and openly 
gay — governor, asked him 
to be her running mate.

Their campaign, which 
was publicly financed, sent 
a message that African-
Americans and gay people 
do not fundamentally op-
pose each other, a common 
misconception, Coates 
said. Although many peo-
ple thought Coates’ career 
as a pastor of a “mega-
church” was over after ex-

pressing support for same-
sex marriage, 2012 ended 
up being the best year for 
the church yet, with the 
addition of 1,000 members.

Coates said it is impor-
tant to model a progressive 
Christian praxis of public 
engagement, because it is 
what happens in board-
rooms that most affects ev-
eryday citizens.

“The kinds of issues that 
tend to get focused on for 
political issues from the 
right were the issues of 
gays, guns and abortion,” 
he said. “I think that we 
need a shift from matters 
of personal piety and per-
sonal morality to issues of 
public morality. We’ve got 
to shift from our preoccu-
pation of what’s happen-
ing in people’s bedrooms 
towards a greater analysis 
and a greater degree of 
engagement in what’s hap-
pening in corporate board-
rooms.”

Coates will also discuss 
the need for an accountable 
government that governs 
from the bottom up, not 
top down, and the federal 
monetary policy that has 
led to income inequality, 
he said. He will argue for 
the federal government, 
rather than the private 
central banking system, to 
print its own currency.

“We could literally end 
poverty — social inequal-
ity in our country — if we 
really had the courage at 
the national level to ad-
dress our monetary sys-
tem,” he said.

After years of American 
military involvement in 
the Middle East and South 
Asia, Mogahed said the ad-
ministration appears, by its 
continuing financial and 
military support of Egypt’s 
military regime, to be pre-
pared to accept a reliable 
ally in Cairo in exchange 
for looking the other way 
on human rights and oth-
er abuses by the Egyptian 
government. 

“That is what worries 
me,” Mogahed said. “It may 
look to outsiders like stabil-
ity has finally returned to 
Egypt. The situation there is 
not stable. It is not calm.”

Egypt’s youth brought 
about the first revolution in 
2011, Mogahed said. They’re 
still there.

“They have the same as-
pirations. They have the 
same anger,” she said. “I 
would say that the situation 
is bad and getting worse. 
This current state of affairs 

is simply not sustainable, 
and I am convinced there 
will be grave consequences 
unless major changes occur 
in government.

“No one should underes-
timate the explosive poten-
tial of unfulfilled dreams.”

Passionate about her na-
tive land, Mogahed moved 
to Cincinnati at the age of 
4, worked for Proctor and 
Gamble, and got her MBA 
at the University of Pitts-
burgh. The cataclysmic 
events of Sept. 11 changed 
her life and prompted her 
to begin a career dedicated 
to enhancing mutual under-
standing between Muslims 
and Non-muslims.

Mogahed plans to start 
this morning by painting a 
picture of the 2011 Egyptian 
revolution. She will share 
anecdotes with her audience, 
which illustrate factors lead-
ing to that revolution. 

For instance, she recalled 
stopping at a Cairo coffee 
shop several times during 
visits to relatives. 

“A young man worked in 
that shop. A military officer 

would drop by and bully the 
young man, persistently,” 
she said. “The youth tried 
to resist, with dignity, but 
the abuse continued. There 
seemed to be no recourse 
for him against the officer. I 
could see the fires of resis-
tance building within him. 
That 2011 revolution was an 
amalgamation of millions of 
feelings like this young man 
experienced.”

Mogahed will lead the au-
dience through the 18-month 
Morsi regime, which she ac-
knowledged was displaced 
through genuine popular 
discontent last summer. But 
in its place has arisen what 
she called a “raw state of 
degeneration and violence. 
Some massacres by this cur-
rent regime have exceeded 
the numbers of casualties 
from the Tahrir Square riots 
in 2011.”

Mogahed feels that before 
Egypt can begin to build 
a democratic future, there 
needs to be broad agreement 
on a new social covenant. 
Continuing as head of her 
own consulting firm and in 

her new position as director 
of research at the Institute 
of Social Politics and Under-
standing, she has been writ-
ing extensively about this.

The institute, located 
in Washington, D.C., is a 
think tank that focuses on 
the challenges of the great-
er Muslim-American com-
munity.

“We have entered a pe-
riod of unparalleled polar-
ization in Egypt,” she said. 
“The government seeks to 
enforce unanimity, but it is 
pluralism that is desperately 
needed for revolution to sow 
the seeds of democracy.”

Mogahed said that soci-
ety needs to debate, discuss 
and decide what the Egyp-
tian social covenant will be. 
But, she said, that has not 
happened. 

“I am sorry to say that 
what I predicted last sum-
mer at Chautauqua has come 
to pass,” Mogahed said. “I 
said then that an uncomfort-
able period of military rule 
may lie ahead, with no clear 
mechanism in place to get 
rid of it.”
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To ensure there is enough 
food for everyone, though, 
area representatives encour-
age picnic-goers to bring 
along dishes to share.
Areas 1 & 2

Location:  Miller Park
Provided: Sub  

 sandwiches

1 2

3

4

5 6

9 10

7

8

What to bring: A dish to 
share, blankets or chairs, 
desserts

Areas 5 and 6 will provide 
entertainment, musicians Bill 
Ward and Amanda Barton.
Area 7

Location: Park on Root at 
Palestine near Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall (Between Lenna 
and McKnight halls)

Provided: Lemonade, wa-
ter, paper products, utensils, 
fried chicken

What to bring: A dish to 
share*

*What dish you bring de-
pends on your last name

A through H: dessert
I through O: fruit or salad
P through Z: main dish

Area 8
Location: The Orchard be-

tween Harper and Stoessel
Provided: Beef on weck, 

napkins, bottled water
What to bring: Plates, 

utensils, beverages, chairs, 
dish to pass
Areas 9 & 10

Location: University Park
Provided: Plates and uten-

sils, fried chicken, sub sand-
wiches, pizza

What to bring: Drinks, blan-
kets or chairs, dish to pass*

Representatives from Ar-
eas 9 and 10 will be assigning 
neighbors types of dishes to 
bring according to street name.

CORTNEY LINNECKE
Staff Writer

The Chautauqua Prop-
erty Owners Association 
will hold its annual area 
picnics event from 5:30 to 7 
p.m. tonight. Property own-
ers, renters and guests alike 
are invited to join their area 
representatives in various 
locations across the grounds 
for a night of food, fun and 
friendship.
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CORTNEY LINNECKE
Staff Writer

When Eleanor Roosevelt 
first visited the Institution in 
1929, it was love at first sight. 
She said she was attracted 
to the ground’s idyllic at-
mosphere, the family envi-
ronment and, perhaps more 
than anything, the natural 
beauty of Chautauqua Lake.

It was Roosevelt who ulti-
mately took the first steps to 
preserve Chautauqua Lake 
for future generations. She 
made it her mission to se-
cure a lake preservation bill, 
pushing the legislature all 
the way through higher gov-
ernment until its final confir-
mation.

Roosevelt may have initi-
ated the lake’s preservation 
process, but now it’s up to 
Chautauquans to keep it 
going, said Tom Cherry, su-
pervisor of the Chautauqua 
Utility District.

Cherry took the podium 
at the Chautauqua Property 
Owners Association’s an-
nual meeting last Saturday 
in the Hall of Christ to advo-
cate for the lake’s health. The 
meeting primarily focused 
on CUD’s plans to improve 
Chautauqua’s sewer plant — 
an estimated $7 million proj-
ect — which would mean in-

creased taxes for all property 
owners.

Last year, property own-
ers approved an expenditure 
of $408,000 to determine a 
new sewage engineering de-
sign. This August, property 
owners will have the chance 
to vote on whether or not 
CUD should move forward 
with its plans to implement 
such a system. According to 
Cherry, CUD is under pres-
sure from the Environmental 
Protection Agency to adapt 
its wastewater manage-
ment system in accordance 
with stricter environmental 
regulations. These regula-
tions deal with the amount 
of toxins and nutrients in 
the wastewater, such as 
phosphorous and nitrogen, 
which can seep into the lake 
and cause toxicity and algal 
blooms.

“This is not something we 
have a great deal of choice 
with,” Cherry said of the 
EPA’s changes. “But I want 
everyone to have enough 
information, so everyone’s 
comfortable with this vote.”

Hugh Butler, president of 
the CPOA, noted that if the 
vote is not approved and the 
waste treatment plant is not 
completed in the regulatory 
time limit — by 2018 — CUD 

will face fines. 
Perhaps worse, Butler 

fears that failure to update 
the wastewater plant means 
a severely infected lake and 
a resulting decrease in tour-
ism.

“We are required by the 
state and federal law to up-
grade our plant,” Butler said. 
“More importantly, a reduc-
tion in tourism will cause the 
Institution to lose gate and 
donor income, and a down-
ward cycle for all of us is in-
evitable.”

Community members 
at Saturday’s meeting were 
concerned with how the In-
stitution’s role of preserving 
the lake’s health correlates 
with the role of surround-
ing communities. According 
to Cherry, there are three 
other primary communities 
involved that will be man-
dated to update their plants: 
Chautauqua Heights, the 
North Chautauqua Sewer 
District, and the South and 
Center Chautauqua Sewer 
District.

“Other communities are 
under the same strictures as 
us,” Cherry said. “They’re 
going to pay their share, 
just like you’re going to pay 
yours.”

As to what exactly Chau-

tauquans’ “share” will be, 
CUD does not yet have ex-
act numbers. A rough esti-
mate has projected that the 
average property owner’s 
bill would increase by about 
$400 per year. The increase 
would remain active for 30 

years, which would be the 
lifetime of bonds purchased 
to financially support the 
project.

While the goal of this 
project is to preserve the 
health of the lake, there was 
a dose of skepticism in Sat-
urday’s audience concerning 
how much a new wastewater 
treatment plant would actu-
ally help. There are 18 mu-
nicipalities located on the 
42 miles stretching around 
Chautauqua Lake, and 

Chautauqua Institution only 
accounts for a mile and a half 
of lake shore. 

Marie Nowak, an engi-
neer from Nussbaumer & 
Clarke — the engineering 
company designing the new 
treatment plant — also took 

the microphone to give an 
update on the plant’s design 
plans. 

According to Nowak, the 
final design plans were sub-
mitted on July 11 to the De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation. The DEC will 
review the plans for 30 days, 
before returning them to the 
engineers with feedback, 
and hopefully, approval.

“We’ve been working with 
the Utility District through-
out the whole design pro-

cess,” Nowak said. “We’re at 
a point where we’re about 90 
percent complete. Once we 
get that feedback and ap-
proval, we’re good to go.”

Cherry urged all prop-
erty owners to attend the 
final vote to approve the mo-
tion to update Chautauqua’s 
wastewater treatment plant, 
scheduled for Aug. 12. This 
is a decision that will affect 
every single property owner, 
he said.

The meeting concluded 
with a brief update on oth-
er CPOA happenings and 
other local news of interest. 
This included an update on 
tuitioning of Ripley Cen-
tral School students into the 
Chautauqua Lake Central 
School, which saw a result-
ing influx of 130 students. 
A Chautauqua property 
owner, Mary Lee Talbot, was 
also recently voted onto the 
CLCS school board.

The next CPOA annual 
meeting is scheduled for 
9 a.m. Aug. 9 in the Hall of 
Christ. County Executive 
Vince Horrigan will be pres-
ent to answer any further 
questions community mem-
bers may have regarding the 
wastewater treatment plant 
project.

CPOA hosts area picnics across Institution grounds
“The goal for these CPOA-

sponsored picnics is commu-
nity outreach and goodwill,” 
said Barbara Brady, CPOA 
representative for Area 10 
and coordinator of the area 
picnics.

The CPOA divides the In-
stitution’s grounds into 10 ar-
eas, which are then grouped 
into seven separate picnics. 
The picnics are sponsored by 
the CPOA, which doles out 
$150 to each area to buy food 
and supplies, Brady said. 

What to bring: Dessert or 
salad to share with eight to 
12 people, utensils, chairs, 
beverages Areas 1 and 2 will 
be providing entertainment.
Area 3

Location: The green across 
from Heinz Beach

Provided: Main course 
items

What to bring: A dish to 
share*, place settings, blan-
kets or chairs, drinks

*What dish you bring de-
pends on your last name:

A through I: salad or side dish 
J through P: dessert
Q through Z: main dish

Area 4
Location: Bird, Tree & 

Garden Arboretum
Provided: Paper goods, 

drinks
What to bring: A main, 

salad or dessert dish to share 
for 10 people; chairs
Areas 5 & 6

Location: Lincoln Park
Provided: Hot dogs, ham-

burgers, drinks,  flatware

Possible new sewer plant tops priorities at CPOA meeting

We are required by the state and federal law 
to upgrade our plant. More importantly, a 
reduction in tourism will cause the Institution to 
lose gate and donor income, and a downward 
cycle for all of us is inevitable.” 

—Hugh Butler
President, 

Chautauqua Property Owners Association

  On Twitter: @chqdaily



“T his story [about the man born 
blind] is about faith, hope, 
healing and justice, but it 
calls us to look at ourselves,” 

said the Rev. Daisy Machado during her 
sermon, “When seeing is not enough,” 
at Tuesday’s 9:15 a.m. morning worship 
service. 

Her Scripture text was John 9:1-25. 
“I see five issues in this story,” she said. 

“First, miracles are the subject of dismissal 
and debate. Second, no good deed goes 
unpunished. Third, religious suspicions is 
not a 21st-century phenomenon. Fourth, 
everyone wants witness protection and 
fifth, if you say ‘I see,’ you don’t.”

The man born blind was marginalized. 
His neighbors never saw him or cared 
about him, she said. He was “the blind 
guy.” That changed the day Jesus looked 
and saw him — really saw him. Jesus 
made mud and put it on his eyes and told 
him to go and wash in the Pool of Siloam. 
When the blind man came back he was 
able to see.

“His neighbors kept questioning him,” 
Machado said. “This is not the guy who sat 
and begged. He told them 
‘Yes, it’s me.’ The neighbors 
looked but they could not 
see. They could not see 
past their image of him in 
the past. It is odd that they 
knew him as a blind man 
but could not recognize 
him with his sight.”

She told the congrega-
tion that people often 
describe themselves and 
others through shortcom-
ings. 

“He is unemployed. She 
is a single mom. He is an 
alcoholic. She is depressed,” she said. “The 
past often shapes today; we see reality in 
terms of problems rather than possibili-
ties.”

The religious leaders then interrogated 
the man twice but they could not see the 
new man. They could not see past his 
former self. 

“The leaders chose power and rules and 
boundaries over the truth,” Machado said.

The man’s parents did not want to rec-
ognize his new life either. 

“They told the religious authorities to 
talk to their son, that he was of age,” the 
pastor said. “This is what fear does; it leads 
to denial. In the Gospel writer’s commu-
nity, people may have been expelled from 
the synagogue for speaking about Jesus. 
People stayed silent to protect themselves. 
Fear keeps us from seeing the larger reality 
and we live with tunnel vision,” she said.

The man born blind was eventually 
kicked out of his community. 

“The religious leaders tell him, ‘You 
were born in sin and now you are trying 
to teach us.’ Now he has his sight but no 
community. There is no celebration of his 

receiving his sight. There is no celebration 
of his transformation.”

She continued: “But the one they are 
really rejecting is Jesus, who was a sinner 
because he healed the man on the Sabbath. 
Should he have waited until Monday? 
He saw a man in need, weighed down by 
guilt, and healed him.”

Even Jesus’ Disciples were entrenched 
in the standard practices of the day, 
Machado said. They asked who had sinned 
— the man or his parents. 

“All they saw was the deficit and 
thought he got what he 
deserved,” she said. “They 
had no mercy. So we have 
a circle of unbelief and, in 
their blindness, they are 
pointing their fingers at 
Jesus in the center. Jesus 
the giver of sight.”

Everyone with sight 
can’t see the truth.

“Blindness is not about 
the quality of our vi-
sion,” Machado said. “It 
is the darkness within us, 
not the dark around us, 

that we need to address. We don’t see the 
circumstances of the world as they are, we 
see reality as we are and project ourselves 
into the world.”

“True seeing,” she said, “begins in the 
heart. I invite you to see the work that God 
is doing in the world and what God is ask-
ing us to do.”

Machado led the congregation in repeat-
ing the first verse of “Amazing Grace” by 
John Newton, a former slave-ship-captain-
turned-abolitionist in England. 

“He was inspired by this confession of 
the man born blind — ‘I once was lost, but 
now am found; was blind but now I see,’ ” 
she said in her conclusion.

The Rev. John Morgan presided. 
Allison Marthinson read the Scripture. Mar-

thinson is from Toronto, where she volunteers 
in a ministry called Sanctuary, and is part of a 
six-generation Chautauqua family.  

The Motet Choir sang “Ubi Caritas et Amor” 
by Maurice Duruflé. Jared Jacobsen, organist 
and worship coordinator, directed the choir. 

The Allison and Craig Marthinson Endow-
ment for the Department of Religion supports 
this week’s services.

Carson Quirós
Staff Writer

As a former member of the 
United States Foreign Ser-
vice, the former owner of an 
antique business, the current 
owner of Hopper Historics, 
and president of the Manu-
script Society, Bob Hopper 
may be a jack-of-all-trades, 
but he wouldn’t exchange 
anything for his summers at 
Chautauqua Institution.

“We’ve only been coming 
since 2002, but we now really 
value this as a central part of 
our lives,” Hopper said. 

Hopper’s introduction to 
Chautauqua was a combina-
tion of chance and a little bit 
of luck.

“I was at the Smithsonian 
National Craft Show in 2002 
and they had a silent auction. 
I wanted to buy a beautiful 
bowl, but it was too expen-
sive,” Hopper said. “And 
right next to it was a sheet 
where you could bid on win-
ning a week at Chautauqua.”

Hopper and his wife, 
Carol, bid, won and came to 
Chautauqua that summer for 
the first time. Hopper said 
he was sold on the charm, 
beauty and intergenerational 
harmony of the grounds.

“We were driving down 
Janes Avenue on our way to 
the Athenaeum and we just 
saw all these kids and their 
grandparents and their dogs, 
and everybody playing in the 
street and playing in the yards 

and talking to one another,” 
Hopper said. “That week, we 
fell in love with the place.”

So he returned. 
Since that inaugural trip, 

Hopper has devoted every 
summer to coming to the 
grounds, and said his annu-
al journey is the highlight of 
his calendar year.

“My wife and I come up 
the beginning of June and go 
home [to Virginia] the begin-
ning of October,” he said. “I 
now view the four months 
when I’m up as the heart of 
my life.”

Hopper serves as one 
of the leaders of the CLSC 
Alumni Association Science 
Group, which sponsors two 
science talks per week. Ad-
ditionally, for the past few 
years, Hopper and his close 
friend and fellow Chautau-
quan Ira Cooperman have 
team-taught classes together 
at the Institution.

“I’ve found that using 
those classes to try to stimu-
late and educate people on 
issues of interest has been a 
lot of fun,” he said.

Hopper and Cooperman 
have been best friends since 
meeting on the grounds, and 
value one another as another 
gem discovered at Chautau-
qua.

“We both grew up in Los 
Angeles and we met one 
another here,” Hopper said. 
“We were at a writing class 
together and when we were 
reading aloud about our 
pasts, we discovered how 
much we had in common.”

Recently, Hopper has de-
cided to give to the commu-
nity by making Chautauqua 
a beneficiary of his individu-
al retirement plan.

“I’ve appreciated that 
Chautauqua can’t go on for 
free and that paying for gate 
passes isn’t enough” he said.

Despite his many diverse 
interests, Hopper’s favorite 
pastime is simply being a 
member of the Chautauqua 
community.

“Here, I have friends who 
are 100, I have friends who 
are 70, I have friends who 
are 20, and there aren’t many 
places where you can do 
that,” he said. “My favorite 
thing to do on the grounds 
is to sit on my porch and to 
watch people go by and talk 
to them. I’m so glad I found 
this magical place.” 
For more information on how 
you can contribute to the Prom-
ise Campaign, please contact 
Karen Blozie, director of gift 
planning, Chautauqua Founda-
tion, at 716-357-6244 or email 
kblozie@ciweb.org
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Machado: True seeing 
begins in the heart

AmAndA mAinguy | Staff Photographer
Chautauquan Bob Hopper stands in front of his home on 38 Vincent. Prominently displayed in his front yard are 
statues by Mayville artist Kirsten Engstrom.

For Hopper, Chautauqua is a treasure trove

The leaders chose 
power and rules  
and boundaries  
over the truth.

—THE REV. DAISY MACHADO

Column by MarY LEE TaLBoT

Morning 
Worship



Allison levitsky
Staff Writer

“Before there was an Arab 
Spring,” Brown University 
historian Gordon S. Wood 
told the Amphitheater audi-
ence on Tuesday, “there was 
an Atlantic Spring.” 

Protests, riots and civ-
il wars have taken place 
throughout the Arab world 
since December 2010, just 
as many American colonies 
and European nations re-
volted in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. Many societies 
during that period rebelled 
in the interest of “trying 
to become free and demo-
cratic,” he said, citing the 
French Revolution, colonial 
rebellions in Latin America 
and the European Revolu-
tions of 1848.

But they all “more or less 
failed,” he said, “except the 
first. That was the American 
Revolution.”

For this reason, Wood, 
whose books on the revolu-
tionary period in U.S. histo-
ry have won him a Bancroft 
Prize, the Pulitzer Prize for 
History and a National Hu-
manities Medal, gave a lec-
ture called “Advice to the 
Egyptians from the Found-
ing Fathers” at a conference 
called “The New Egypt: 
Challenges of a Post-Revo-
lutionary Era” in April 2013 
at Colonial Williamsburg. 
More than two dozen Egyp-
tians were in attendance, 
ranging from politicians, 
economists and diplomats 
to military experts, journal-
ists, business leaders and 
academics. 

The conference was held 
by the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies 
and the Colonial Williams-
burg Foundation as an effort 
to share what Wood called 
“some notions of what we 
Americans went through in 
our revolution that might be 
helpful to them.”

Less than three months 
after the conference, a mili-
tary coup led by the Egyp-
tian army chief Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi removed President 
Mohamed Morsi and sus-
pended the constitution. 

“They paid no attention 

whatsoever to what I said,” 
Wood said. 

Nonetheless, Wood gave 
the same presentation to the 
Amphitheater audience that 
he gave at the conference on 
Egypt. His lecture was the 
second in this week’s morn-
ing lecture theme, “Emerg-
ing Citizenship: The Egyp-
tian Experience.”

The United States’ experi-
ment with democracy, Wood 
said, “was not an immediate 
success. The United States 
was not a united country in 
1776.” 

No one, he said, “antici-
pated the kind of federal 
government — national gov-
ernment — that emerged a 
decade later” with the ratifi-
cation of the federal Consti-
tution. 

In those 10 years, each 
state operated as an inde-
pendent democracy with its 
own constitution, governor, 
judiciary and bicameral leg-
islature, each boasting hun-
dreds of representatives. 
Americans had “very little 
sense of nationhood” at that 
time, Wood said. The states 
came together loosely with 
the Articles of Confedera-
tion in 1781, which united 
the states only in the sense 
that the European Union 
unites European states to-
day. “Their loyalty was to 
their state first,” Wood said.

Within the state, the vast 
majority of political power 
was concentrated in the 
popular legislatures, Wood 
said. 

“Almost immediately, 
these popular state legisla-
tures began abusing their 
power, and it soon came to 
be called ‘excesses of democ-
racy,’ ” he said.

Minority interests were 
tyrannized by legislative 
majorities, and annual elec-
tions with turnover rates 
of 60 percent meant new 
laws were constantly being 
passed. 

“This was not something 
the revolutionaries — the 
Whigs, the Patriots — had 
expected,” he said. “Demo-

cratic despotism by the state 
legislatures had become all 
too common.”

James Madison, consid-
ered the father of the Con-
stitution, wrote about “the 
multiplicity, the mutability 
and the injustice of all these 
state laws” in his unpub-
lished essay, “Vices of the 
Political System of the Unit-
ed States.” Madison saw the 
debtor relief legislation, ex 
post facto laws and the issu-
ing of paper money enacted 
by debtors in the majority 
as abusive of creditors, who 
were in the minority. 

“All these problems 
brought into question the 
fundamental principle of 
republican governments: 
that the majority that rule 
in such governments are 
the safest guardians of both 
public good and minor-
ity and individual rights,” 
Wood said, paraphrasing 
Madison. “How do you curb 
majorities without doing 
violence to the democratic 
principle of majority rule? 
And that’s the issue I think 
President Morsi’s govern-
ment was facing in April of 
2013.”

Aristotle wrote that de-
mocracy should be limited 
by some elements of mon-
archy, Wood said, and this 
sentiment was shared by 
some Americans in the ear-
ly 1780s. Some wanted the 
president to be a monarch, 
and the U.S. nearly saw a 
military coup in 1783. 

“If it weren’t for Wash-
ington, we might have gone 
down that path,” Wood said. 

But Madison and others 
who feared unruly democ-
racy “hijacked” the reforma-
tion of the Articles of Con-
federation, forming a strong 
central government in the 
federal Constitution. 

Madison also champi-
oned a smaller legislature 
and opposed proportional 
representation because he 
feared state authority creep-
ing into the federal legisla-
ture, Wood said. That de-
bate was settled with the 

Connecticut Compromise of 
1787, which established the 
proportionally represented 
House and the dispropor-
tionately represented Sen-
ate that the U.S. maintains 
today. 

Madison also wanted to 
narrow representation in 
the legislature to raise the 
standard for representa-
tives, Wood said. 

“We’re going to extract 
from the people the purest 
and noblest characters,” he 
said, paraphrasing Madison. 

More importantly, Madi-
son wanted to prevent any 
faction from dominating 
the government, Wood said, 
an issue that Madison wit-
nessed with the debate over 
Thomas Jefferson’s Virginia 
Act for Establishing Reli-
gious Freedom in 1786. 

The disestablishment of 
the Episcopal Church from 
the state of Virginia was 
made possible by the mul-

tiplicity of denominations, 
Wood said, that found com-
mon ground over neutral-
izing the state rather than 
allowing another denomi-
nation to hold power. 

Wood contended that this 
can be a lesson for Egypt, 
recalling Muslim scholars 
at an academic conference 
who said, “If religion is im-
portant, then the state must 
be involved in it.” 

“That’s the problem that 
the Muslim world faces, and 
that we’ve escaped from,” 
Wood said.

Ultimately, it has been a 
long and bumpy road in the 
American democratic exper-
iment, especially during the 
revolutionary period, Wood 
said.

“Perhaps we ought to 
have more patience with the 
Arab Spring, since our own 
experiment seemed to be 
falling apart.”
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Wood draWs on 
Founding Fathers’ 
guidance to 
counsel egypt

Editor’s note: This Q&A has 
been edited for clarity and length.

Q: is there any equivalent 
of our Constitution or 

even the Federalist Papers in 
any Middle eastern country?

A: Well, I’m no expert on the 
Middle East. As far as I 

know, there isn’t anything com-
parable. However, I think it’s a 
mistake to think of the written 
document as the source of our 
strength. The Soviet Union — 
really if you read the Consti-
tution of the Soviet Union, it 
sounds pretty good. But it was 
an authoritarian government 
in extreme. So what really 
counts? If it were just our Con-
stitution, then we could export 
that and give it to people and 
say, “Just copy this and you’ll 
be OK.” Obviously, the strength 
of our government comes from 
the people in the country, and 
it’s not what’s in a document. 
The document is workable 
and survives only because we 
make it survive, and don’t ever 
get thinking that it’s a piece 
of paper that constitutes the 
source of our democracy.

Q: Was there discussion in 
the Colonial Williams-

burg Csis meeting about 
setting up states in egypt 
to address individual tribal 
group concerns?

A: No, I don’t remember 
discussions of fragment-

ing. Egyptians have a strong 
sense that I got out of that 
weeklong meeting of what 
Egypt is. Egypt is so important 
to the Middle East. It’s the 
largest state — 90-plus million 
— as Egypt goes, so will the 
Middle East. So it’s really very 
important that Egypt get its 
act together. I don’t remember, 
they’re not divided in quite the 
same way that Iraq or Syria, 
which were really creations of 
World War I. Egypt has a long 
tradition going back to ancient 
times, as does Iran — Persia. 
So those are two states that 
are really quite different from 
the invented states of 1920. 

—Transcribed by  
Quinn Kelly

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

Gordon S. Wood, a historian and Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author of The Idea of America, 
speaks to Chautauquans during the morning 
lecture in the Amphitheater on Tuesday.
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Upcoming events

EntErtainmEnt in 
thE Park SummEr Con-
CErt SEriES, Lakeside 
Park, Route 394, Mayville, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Thurs-
day evenings, free concerts 
 — if rain at Carlson Com-
munity Center at Lakeside 
Park, Mayville, 716-753-3113, 
email to dmarsala@chautau-
quachamber.org or web site: 
www.mayvillechautauqua.
org for information.  Bring 
your own seating for outside 
performances.  Below is the 
schedule of the 2013 sum-
mer concerts: 

July 17: Mizzbehavin 
(KISS Tribute).

July 24: Matt Homan and 
the Bluegrass Disciples.

July 19 - 20: Two-Day 
New York State Safe Boat-
ing Class, held at Chautau-
qua Marina, 104 W. Lake 
Road, Mayville, 716-753-
0409, 716-753-3913, email 

boatsafety@aol.com, or go 
to the web site. www.chau-
tauquamarina.com for more  
information.

April 1 – Nov. 1 (Tuesday – 
Sunday): Aviation Museum, 
Classic Airport, Restaurant, 
Mayville (Hartfield area), 
serving great food in the sum-
mer on weekends.  See antique 
airplanes, engines, propellers 
and memorabilia, gift shops, 
vintage model airplanes, en-
gines and more.  Glider and 
Airplane rides, flight instruc-
tion. Tours available.  For more 
information call 716-753-2160.

Every Saturday and Sunday 
during the summer (begin-
ning late May - 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m.): Flea Market, Dart Air-
port, Mayville (Hartfield area), 
outdoor flea market.  For more 
information call 716-753-2160.

Lakeside Park, Route 394, 
Mayville: A beautiful park 
located on the shores of Chau-
tauqua Lake.  Enjoy swim-
ming during the summer 
(lifeguards on duty), tennis 

courts, playground area, new 
community center/bathhouse, 
basketball court, infield area, 
picnic areas, boat launch, ga-
zebo and pavilion on site.  Lo-
cated next to the Chautauqua 
Belle docking area.  For more 
information on the park fa-
cilities or to rent the new com-
munity center for an occasion, 
call the Village of Mayville Of-
fice at 716-753-2125.

Chautauqua Township His-
torical Museum, Route 394, 
Mayville (15 Water Street):  
Memorial Day through La-
bor Day Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday from 1 – 5 p.m. (*sub-
ject to change).  Located in 
the old train depot building 
next to Lakeside Park and the 
Chautauqua Belle, featuring 
interesting historical memo-
rabilia on the area. Call Town 
of Chautauqua at 716-753-7342 
for more information or 716-
753-3113.

Chautauqua Rails to Trails:  
Trails in the area feature hik-
ing, walking, bicycling, bird 
watching, horseback riding, 

and cross-country skiing.  
Recreational trails for all to 
enjoy, P.O. Box 151, Mayville 
14757-0151.  For more infor-
mation on the trails and trail 
rules, call 716-269-3666.

Webb’s Miniature Golf, lo-
cated on Route 394 in May-
vill at Webb’s Year-Round 
Resort (115 West Lake Road): 
Open June – Sept. seven days 
a week – 10 a.m. – 11 p.m. – for 
information call 716-753-1348.

The Chautauqua Belle: 
Steamship Cruises aboard 
this 98-foot-long steam-pow-
ered paddle boat, one of only 
six 100 percent high-pressure 
steam powered public ves-
sels operating in all of North 
America, docked at Lakeside 
Park, Route 394, Mayville, 716-
269-2355 or www.269belle.com 
(for cruise months, times and 
pricing).

Mayville

Great Gift Shops•Restaurants •Boating •Candy Shoppe 
•Shopping •FREE Shuttle

“The Best Kept Secret on Chautauqua Lake”

Mayville /Chautauqua Chamber of Commerce 2014 Events

The village of Mayville is the closest village to the  
Chautauqua Institution 

Exit the Chautauqua Institution Main Gate, turn right. 
Shop, play and dine all within 3.5 miles.
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Kelsey HusnicK
Staff Writer

Sister Joan Chittister said 
as the “keeper of the market-
place of ideas,” it’s the job of 
the public intellectual to ask 
the questions institutions 
keep swept under the table 
and to be critical of policies 
and tradition, advocating for 
change if they need updated 
to match present-day needs.

The public intellectual 
keeps society moving for-
ward, she said.

Chittister discussed the 
role of the public intellectual 
in a just democracy and why 
such people are needed in 
her lecture, “The role and 
risk of the Public intellec-
tual in Church and State,” 
at 2 p.m. Monday in the Hall 
of Philosophy. Week Four’s 
interfaith lecture theme is 
“The role of a Citizen in a 
Just Democracy.”

She began her lecture by 
asking if the American peo-
ple are “capable of the de-
mocracy at hand.” it’s a two-
way street, she said.

“it takes a democracy to 
create an involved popula-
tion, but it also takes an in-
volved population to create 
a real democracy,” Chittister 
said. “Without people who 
stir the waters of thought — 
who question the absolutes 
of society, who think out 
loud beyond the agendas of 
institutional authorities — is 
to lead a people captive to 
ideas they did not either seek 
or forge.”

Chittister told two stories 
to demonstrate social change 
over the centuries.

In the first story, a Sufi 
spiritual leader had a pet 
cat that would run around 
the temple during prayer. To 
stop the ruckus, the leader 
began tying up the cat dur-
ing prayer times. Chittister 
said when the original lead-
er died and a new one took 
over, he bought a cat to tie 
up during prayer in order to 
keep the tradition. 

eventually, it was forgot-

ten why the cat was being 
tied up in the first place, and 
generations of Sufis bought 
cats to tie up in the temples. 
it became a part of the faith 
— added to the doctrines 
and never questioned.

in Chittister’s second sto-
ry, Baal Shem Tov, the found-
er of Hasidism, would go into 
the woods and pray beneath 
a special tree in order to be 
enlightened by god. When 
he passed away, the Hasidic 
people knew what type of 
tree Baal Shem Tov prayed 
under and they knew the 
words to the prayer, but they 
didn’t know the spot he went 
to. The people found a tree in 
a random spot and were still 
enlightened by god.

eventually, the tree was 
forgotten and the words of 
the prayer were forgotten, 
but the Hasidic people con-
tinued to pray, and continued 
to be enlightened by god.

“The people with cats 
held very tightly to the sys-
tem that had given them 
their security and their di-
rection in an earlier time,” 
Chittister said. “They idol-
ized past ways to such a 
degree that they obstructed 
the blessings the future itself 
could bring, if it had been al-
lowed to become the future.”

Freedom for interpre-
tation and fluid change 
throughout the generations 
is needed in both religious 
and civic institutions, so so-
cieties are not bogged down 
by traditions that no longer 
make sense, Chittister said. 
The Hasidic people had the 
sense to know it wasn’t the 
formalities and minute de-
tails about the traditions that 
were important.

This is true of the role of 
citizenship and the public 
intellectual, Chittister said.

“religious life depends, 

for its authenticity, on bring-
ing to every age, like the Baal 
Shem Tov and the disciples 
who came after him, more 
than simply the practices of 
an age before it, but instead 
the charismatic spirit of the 
vision that drove the found-
ers,” she said.

“Valid and authentic in-
stitutions do not die still-
born,” Chittister continued. 
“They live and adapt so the 
best of them can live on in 
every age. And so if our 
own institutions are to re-
main valid, we must learn 
to reflect thoughtfully on the 
calls within it to change.” 

The form of the public 

intellectual in today’s soci-
ety has evolved beyond the 
average collegiate scholar, 
Chittister said. They’re now 
bloggers, tweeters, public 
speakers, journalists and 
community book groups — 
they are not people beholden 
to institutional standards, 
and they don’t have an alter-
native agenda.

“They are not speaking 
as public purveyors of any 
particular organization,” 
she said. “They are speaking 
as seekers, in search of val-
ues and ideals basic to both 
a global and an ethical per-
spective.”

Chittister outlined eight 

roles of the public intellec-
tual, which make them es-
sential to a democracy:

• They have “the obliga-
tion to make the invisible 
visible,” and broach the ta-
boo subjects institutions try 
to avoid.

• engage the public in 
conversation, in real, mean-
ingful ways.

• Test social trends, to 
gauge the size, strength and 
direction of a new move-
ment or idea.

• Bring community com-
mitment to the forefront, by 
approaching leaders with 
concerns and pressuring 
them to take concrete action.

• Capture the spirit of the 
young, critique older genera-
tions and change things ac-
cordingly, so past traditions 
meet the needs of today’s 
society.

• “Seed social change. 
They give innovation a stage 
to be seen on,” she said, in 
order to let the general pop-
ulation and the institutions 
know that a wave of change 
is in motion.

• Test the maturity and 
elasticity of people’s faiths 
by pushing religious bound-
aries and challenging what 
have become absolutes.

• expose the basic impli-
cations of both exclusion and 
pluralism and make them 
known, to make the “entire 
world a silk road of ideas.”

Fulfilling all of these tasks 
is not easy by any means, 
Chittister said, but it is nec-
essary.

“To venture an unvet-
ted idea in a world full of 
corporate communication 
is surely to embark on a life 
full of hazard, steeped in un-
certainty and open to pres-
sure socially at all times,” 
she said.

But that doesn’t mean one 
should back down from the 
task and keep a question or 
an idea repressed. Yes, Chit-
tister said, a person might 
face risk, rejection and ridi-
cule, but it takes that act of 
courage to fuel social change.

Chittister: Live up 
to your democracy

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

Sister Joan Chittister, an author and social analyst, speaks at the afternoon Interfaith Lecture on Monday in the Hall of Philosophy.

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

In her lecture, Chittister spoke of the role of the public intellectual in today’s society.



EMMA FOEHRINGER  
MERCHANT
Staff Writer

In the United States, wom-
en make up less than a quar-
ter of both produced play-
wrights and those directing 
productions.

This season, incongruous 
with the status quo, Chau-
tauqua Theater Company 
will produce four works by 
women, and women will 
direct half of the plays pro-
duced by the company. 

CTC’s next work, The May 
Queen by Molly Smith Met-
zler, opens 8 p.m. Friday in 
Bratton Theater.

In the words of Artistic 
Director Vivienne Benesch, 
“Only Shakespeare is invited 
to the party” — and his in-
vitation is mailed every year. 
This year’s The Tempest is the 
only male-written produc-
tion of the season.

A Raisin in the Sun writ-
ten by Lorraine Hansberry; 
Dairyland, written by Heidi 
Armbruster and directed by 
Lisa Rothe; The May Queen, 
directed by Benesch; The 
Guadalupe by Carol Carpen-
ter; and The Tempest, directed 
by Jade King Carroll, feature 
in CTC’s woman-powered 
season lineup.

Though Benesch and 
Managing Director Sarah 
Clare Corporandy said the 
company’s leadership fo-
cused on quality artistry 
above all in selecting plays, 
the results of their planning 
are noteworthy based on sta-
tistics concerning the indus-
try at large.

“They were the best plays 
that we read,” Benesch said. 
“The fact that they are wom-
en is an added plus because 
I’m so committed to produc-
ing more women’s voices. 
Those two things, when they 
go hand-in-hand, make me 
very proud as a producer.”

In the 1994-95 theater 
season, only 17 percent of 
playwrights and 19 percent 
of directors were women in 
off-Broadway and regional 
productions. Among the 
1,900 member Theater Com-
munications Group produc-
tions in the 2000-01 season, 
women directed only 23 per-
cent of plays and only 20 per-
cent of the productions had 
women on the writing team. 
Numbers fell back to 16 per-
cent directors and 17 percent 
playwrights in 2001-02.

“Being a woman direc-
tor, the statistics are sad,” 
Benesch said. “I don’t feel 

like we’re breaking a glass 
ceiling anymore. But I feel 
like we’re just beginning the 
journey.”

If a glass ceiling did exist, 
CTC would be shattering it 
this season. Despite the dis-
mal national figures, CTC’s 
year features several new 
plays, a commissioned work 
and an American classic — 
all by female playwrights.

Metzler, who CTC com-
missioned to write The May 
Queen, with support from the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Cen-
ter, said she is excited at the 
chance to collaborate with 
Benesch and about the make-
up of the season as a whole.

“It’s nice to work with 
a lady,” Metzler said. “It’s 
fantastic that it’s a female 
artistic director, it’s her 10th 
year celebrating and it’s a fe-
male season. Everyone in the 
country should do that. It’s 
great. I’m honored.”

Carpenter, author of The 
Guadalupe, said though she 
had not thought about the 
large presence of female 
voices produced at Chautau-
qua this summer, she was 
similarly impressed. 

“I think if it happened 
by chance then we’ve come 
a long way, and if it’s inten-
tional, my hat’s off to Chau-
tauqua,” she said.

Planning a predominantly 
female lineup was inadver-
tent, according to Benesch, 
but she said she and Corpo-
randy have consciously fo-
cused on creating equitable 
spaces in theater through the 
company’s work.

“When you start to get into 
a position of leadership, you 
feel a sense of responsibil-
ity of, ‘What is it we’re com-
municating to people about 

what our priorities are?’ 
We’re starting to create space 
in our planning to ask those 
questions of ourselves,” Cor-
porandy said. “We’re mak-
ing more deliberate decisions 
and having these discus-
sions. But we don’t have all of 
the answers yet.”

The two have reached 
some conclusions: both said 
of equal importance to in-
cluding women is focusing 
on other diversity measures, 
and making sure men still 
have space within company 
ranks.

“I don’t want to make the 
men feel like we don’t ap-
preciate their spirit and who 
they are and what they bring 
to the table,” Corporandy 
said. “It means great things 
for women, and they have a 
voice in our company — but 
men have a voice in our com-
pany, too, and new artists 
have a voice in our compa-
ny, too, and veterans have a 
voice in our company, too. It 
comes full circle to us really 
putting a focus in this next 
phase of CTC on diversity.”

The company has made 
strides in several measures 
of diversity this year, includ-
ing a conservatory that is 
more than half non-white, as 
well as the high number of 
women working within the 
company and on its produc-
tions. These steps forward, 
along with Benesch’s 10-
year anniversary as artistic 
director, have encouraged 
thoughts about how the 
company will progress in 
upcoming seasons.

“It’s informative to where 
we might want to go in the 
future and it certainly is a 
priority,” Corporandy said. 
“As we’re starting to dabble 
more in education and talk-
ing more to young people 
about what we do, it’s impor-
tant for us that they can look 
at our company and see that 
there’s diversity in race, in 
sex, in age.”

Benesch agreed a large 
part of the company’s mis-
sion will be inspiring young-
er members of the field. 
Though the director said 
many male directors influ-
enced her during her train-
ing, she also sees the impor-
tance of female mentorship.

“Many of my lifetime 
mentors are amazing women 
and I feel very blessed about 
that,” Benesch said. “I feel 
a huge responsibility as a 
woman director and produc-
er to empower and encour-
age the next generation [of] 
men and women.”

Still, Benesch said the 
company has improvements 
to make. She hopes CTC will 
begin to include more wom-
en of color and continue fo-
cusing on creating egalitari-
an forums for diverse voices.

Corporandy said “this sea-
son was a discovery” for CTC 
and sheds light on hopes for 
the company’s future.

KARLY BUNTICH
Staff Writer

A new exhibition open-
ing at the Strohl Art Center 
showcases the work of six 
artists, all of whom explore 
themes of surface and tex-
ture in their pieces. 

The exhibition, “On The 
Surface: Outward Appear-
ances,” opens at 3 p.m. to-
day in the Strohl Art Cen-
ter. The opening reception 
will be held from 3 p.m. to 
5 p.m.

Abstract oil painter 
Dana Oldfather started out 
with a realist background 
and said she takes facets of 
her figurative training to 
use in her abstract works.

“I took a lot from that 
and brought it to my ab-
straction, so there are a 
lot of concentrated areas 
of line and color and then 
there are more open areas,” 
she said.

Oldfather said she loves 
the freedom of thought that 
switching from realism to 
abstraction allowed her.

“Now I can just make 
forms and they can be 
whatever I want,” she said. 
“I can think of whatever I 
want to while I’m making 
them.” 

According to the artist, 
the imagery of her paint-
ings represents imaginary 
places and “imagined, im-
possible forms.”

“They make me think of 
beauty so they’re kind of 
like utopian meditations,” 
she said.

Deborah Barlow, whose 
paintings sometimes have 
30 to 40 layers, said she 

likes the title of the exhibi-
tion in relation to her own 
pieces.

“The surface experience 
of them is really a big part 
of that invitation into the 
painting themselves,” she 
said.

Barlow’s paintings have 
an almost three-dimen-
sional quality to them, she 
said.

“There’s a whole ex-
perience you have look-
ing through those layers 
into the painting. For me, 
there’s a tension between 
what happens on the sur-
face which can catch your 
eye. You can stay there on 
the surface, but there’s an-
other dimension of going 
into the painting as well,” 
she said.

The artist finds that peo-
ple’s ideas about her work 
vary greatly, which she en-
joys.

“Some people have said 
to me, ‘When I look at your 
paintings, I think of outer 
space,’ ” she said.

Then, there was a chem-
ist who purchased one of 
her pieces and told her it 
reminded him of his re-
search with microbes.

The varied responses of 
viewers reflect her inten-
tions behind the pieces, ac-
cording to Barlow.

“I love the fact that 
people can have a macro 
response to it or they can 
have a micro response to 
it,” she said. “I don’t think 
there’s one way to ap-
proach it and that certainly 
isn’t my intention to have it 
be experienced in one par-
ticular way.”

KARLY BUNTICH
Staff Writer

The artists featured in the 
“Into the West” exhibition 
all share a common inspi-
ration: the grandeur of the 
American West. 

Whether working in paint, 
photography or sculpture, 
they all utilize the settings 
and scenery, the animals, 
and the myths and folktales 
of the frontier.

“Into the West” opens at 3 
p.m. today in the Strohl Art 
Center. The opening recep-
tion will be held from 3 to 5 
p.m.

Painter Tracy Stuckey 
grew up in Florida but was al-
ways fascinated with the im-
ages of the West in the films 
he watched and the books he 
read. Once he moved to New 
Mexico, he began to examine 
and find inspiration in what 
he discovered to be “ideal-

ized” versions of the West he 
had grown up with.

“After living there for six 
years, you get sort of opened 
to the reality of it and how 
much it sort of is fiction-
alized and romanticized 
throughout history, so I got 
interested in that as a subject 
matter for the paintings,” he 
said.

Western folktales and ar-
chetypes also inspired his 
work. One painting in the 
exhibition is a depiction of 
the story of Pecos Bill, a “sort 
of Paul Bunyan of the West,” 
he said.

“I’m interested in how 
(the story is) blown out of 
proportion it is within film 
and literature and all that, 
and at the same time how we 
all kind of utilize that imag-
ery in pop culture,” Stuckey 
said.

Geoffrey Gorman, a 
sculptor, built a horse from 

found and reclaimed materi-
als specifically for the show, 
some of which come from 
the Western wilderness.

“Some of the material I 
used on the horse sculpture 
was old shelving from cabi-
nets,” he said. “That’s what I 
made the base with — cedar 
sticks from the mountains 
around Santa Fe, mountain 
bike tires for the hooves.”

The work even includes 
bits and pieces of old horse 
tack, he said.

Though many of his 
sculptures are animals, Gor-
man had never done a horse 
until discussing the theme 
of the exhibition with VACI 
galleries director Judy Barie. 
After doing some research, 
he found his inspiration for 
the piece in antique toys.

“I was really attracted to 
some of these old antique 
pull toys that were maybe a 
hundred years old, so I kind 

of based the idea on an an-
tique pull toy that had may-
be been weathered and used 
by kids,” he said.

For photographer Dave 
Shumway, the West has al-
ways been a point of inspira-
tion for him.

“What I really seem to 
have is a fascination with 
the West,” he said. “I was 
born and raised in the sub-
urbs of Chicago, and after 
college I moved out to Mon-
tana because of my love for 
the American West, and I’ve 
been here since.”

The subjects of his photo-
graphs run from iconic and 
well-known landscapes to 
places that most people have 
never seen due to their re-
mote locations.

“I find the most remote 
places, the most untouched 
places in the West that I can,” 
he said.

Sometimes these places 
take him months to find, but 
for him, it’s the setting he 
most likes to photograph.

“I make images that to me 
represent the places that I’m ab-
solutely in love with,” he said.
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Strohl exhibition showcases iconic images of American West

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

“Into the West,” opening today, features sculpture work by Geoffrey 
Gorman and paintings by Tracy Stuckey.

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

“On the Surface” features pottery by Akira Satake and paintings 
by Janice Lessman-Moss. 

VACI’s ‘On the Surface’ 
features textured exteriors 
that invite viewers in

Female playwrights, directors find home at 
Chautauqua amid dismal national figures

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Cast and crew members of Chautauqua Theater Company’s New 
Play Workshop Dairyland, directed by Heidi Armbruster, reads 
through the script July 7 at Brawdy Theater Studios.



Dear eDitor:
As Chautauqua continues to grow in inclusiveness and di-

versity, I think it is important to remind some that an impor-
tant aspect of that diversity is children, who are the future 
of the Institution. Several nights last week we were out play-
ing a joy-filled, outdoors, no-electronics, multi-generational, 
good-old-fashioned game of four square with our boys and 
the neighboring kids. Grandparents, parents, and kids were 
having a wonderful time and enjoying an activity that most 
don’t partake of at home. Yes, we were loud — lots of yelling 
and laughter. While many passing us by on the way to the 
Amphitheater smiled and were friendly, I was taken aback 
by the number of dirty looks that we got. One woman even 
said under her breath grumpily as she passed me, “The noise 
is just unbearable!” I was so saddened by this attitude. Chau-
tauqua is not just a place for us as adults to continue to grow 
and learn, but for our children as well a chance to get them 
away from their Xbox’s, TVs, iPads and cellphones. My sons 
(now 9 and 13) have been coming to Chautauqua since they 
were babies, and both have already told me that they plan 
to bring their children, too. Sure, these loud and joyful kids 
may break the peace and serenity of a calm Chautauqua eve-
ning, but they are not intruders. It is their Chautauqua, too.

Christi Bowser
Cary, N.C.

Dear eDitor: 
Last summer, wanting to do something special for my 

wife’s birthday, I took her to the restaurant at the Athenae-
um Hotel. Unfortunately, it was memorable only for its puny 
portions, ridiculous prices and haughty atmosphere. But we 
loved the hotel and the view from the porch, so we thought 
that we’d give the new Heirloom Restaurant a try. We did 
and — wow! What a change! The staff made us feel like old 
friends. The food was delicious with portions double what 
we had last year (we even took some home}. And the bill: 
almost half the cost of last year. Chautauqua now has the res-
taurant it deserves.

Jon & Helene Spisiak
 38 South Avenue

Dear eDitor:
Some years ago I had the privilege of addressing the Uni-

tarian Universalist Fellowship of Chautauqua regarding 
“Ethics In America.” Judging by their board’s letter to the 
editor in the weekend edition, I evidently failed. Their ir-
relevant references to pluralism, beliefs, discrimination, and 
other inapplicable topics attests the board’s failure to distin-
guish between (1) talk, and (2) acts; in this case, the immoral 
act of actively helping a scam cult achieve respectability. It is 
unbearably sad that in its haste to “listen deeply,” the board 
overlooks how merely an appearance here will be exploited 
by Scientology; it disregards the many vulnerable people al-
ready hurt by Scientology, and it blithely risks doing harm 
to others. Remember, this is not just any forum: this is the 
“interfaith” platform. The U.U. board unable to realize that 
that, alone, announces to the world nothing less than famed 
Chautauqua’s acceptance of Scientology as just “another re-
ligion,” exactly what they want? The only thing worse will 
be if no individual members of the Chautauqua U.U. act to 
publicly disagree with their board’s disappointing support 
of Scientology’s devious agenda. 

Daniel Sklar

Dear eDitor:
Between Week Two’s thematic programming (“Feeding a 

Hungry Planet” and “With Economic Justice for All”), and 
expanded options on and near the grounds for local produce, 
Chautauqua is making great strides toward nourishing our 
bodies as well as it has our minds and souls. The Heirloom 
Restaurant Farm-to-Table dinners, the Fresh Festival for lo-
cally sourced food in Bestor Plaza, and the new Community-
Supported Agriculture shares from CHQ Local Food are all 
tremendously popular vehicles for eating well and support-
ing our local farmers.

We should leave Chautauqua feeling satiated but not con-
tent. As we heard from speakers like Tracie McMillan and Sis-
ter Simone Campbell, hunger is all too prevalent because jobs 
simply do not pay enough for people to feed themselves and 
their families. Ensuring that people can earn enough to feed 
themselves means advocating for living wages and strength-
ening, not cutting, food stamps and other emergency protec-
tions for families in need. I was proud to hear speakers this 
week take hunger out of the realm of individual tragedy and 
into one of systemic responsibility, which should manifest in 
part through labor protections and redistributive taxation.

Many thanks to the staff and leadership at Chautauqua 
and entrepreneurs like Jason Toczydlowski for an elegantly 
cohesive week that heightened our consciousness around 
how we can eat well while we’re here, and why too many 
others struggle to do so every day.

Amy Schiller
NOW Generation Advisory Council member

Dear eDitor: 
While I take generally take a somewhat sympathetic view 

to many of the governmental actions taken in the aftermath of 
9/11 (other than those concerning torture), even if I disagree 
with some, I was absolutely astounded by one response dur-
ing the conversation Friday between Ken Gormley and Al-
berto Gonzales. For the person at the very center of justifying 
“enhanced interrogation techniques” to not have an opinion 
on whether such techniques “yielded any success” and in-
stead “defer to the experts” on such a profound issue which 
goes to the very core of what America used to represent to 
the imprisoned and tortured all over the world struck me as 
an insult to the audience and thinking people everywhere. 
As Mr. Gonzales went on to say, regarding the interrogation 
methods, that “their effectiveness is important in the legal 
analysis as to whether or not these techniques were … law-
ful,” I was doubly astounded at his seeming lack of interest 
in the effectiveness of the very techniques he was party to 
approving, as well as offering the view that if a technique is 
effective, it contributes to its legality. Wow, I guess a hospi-
tal visit to Attorney General John Ashcroft while in intensive 
care to convince him to sign off on an important and complex 
issue wouldn’t bother a shallow mind for long.

Jim Vance
6 Haven

Dear eDitor: 
In your July 12 & 13 edition one letter writer expressed 

dismay that so many symphony attendees leave the Amp 
at intermission not to return. I have heard this concern ex-
pressed by many people over the years.

There are a few good reasons for the audience’s early de-
parture.

1. Intermissions at Chautauqua seem interminably long 
and offer no opportunity for amenities. In most venues in-
termission is the time when audience members can stretch 
their legs by walking into an attractive lobby where they can 
purchase a cup of coffee or a glass of wine. At Chautauqua 
we have only one option — continuing to stay in place. Even 
if we exit into the night, no amenities await us. Might just as 
well go home where it’s comfortable.

2. Many Chautauquans not only are of an age where a rel-
atively early bedtime is routine, but a walk home in the pitch 
dark seems undesirable. Thus, an early departure.

3. Chautauquans of all ages have been on the go all day: 
early walk, perhaps a session of yoga, lecture in the morning 
or afternoon or both, classes, a recital somewhere on campus, 
meetings of various kinds. By the time 9:15 p.m. or so rolls 
around we’re tired.

 I believe there’s a simple fix for this problem. Eliminate 
the need for an intermission by scheduling slightly shorter 
programs. Instead of a 45-minute set of pieces, followed by a 
20-, 25- or 30-minute break, followed by another 45 minutes 
or so of music, why not program one set that lasts one hour 
or one hour and 10 minutes? Everyone would be happier — 
the orchestra because they would not feel unappreciated and 
the audience because they could enjoy an entire evening’s 
performance and still get home at a reasonable time.

Georgia Court
31 Hanson

Dear eDitor: 
As a Chautauquan of over 40 years and one with an in-

quiring mind, I have become increasingly concerned with 
the lack of balance in the morning lecture series. I am more 
than willing to hear the liberal perspective but I am also 
desirous to hear the less-frequently heard conservative per-
spective. I would like to express my appreciation of the more 
balanced presentation of the Friday morning lecture with Al-
berto Gonzales and Ken Gormley.

Vail Watson Jackson

Dear eDitor: 
As we left the Amphitheater following July 7’s exciting 

MFSO concert, the matriarch of our family exited by an 
unfamiliar gate. When she could not be found, some fam-
ily members fanned out to search the grounds. They were 
joined by three mobile Institution police units. Young adults 
and youth from our neighborhood also joined the search as 
well as other youth on their bicycles. She was located by the 
police after about an hour. So, all ended well. I submit a re-
port of this event to congratulate and thank the Chautauqua 
Police for their prompt and thorough response. Also, I would 
hope it would attract the consideration of folks who feel 
cynical about the goodness of humankind. The instant out-
pouring of compassionate and active participation by a wide 
range of people, some of whom were complete strangers, is 
truly a mark to the goodness of the people who surround 
us. The closing hymn for the July 6 morning worship service 
was “Throw Out A Lifeline.” That happened for us Monday 
night. On Tuesday morning, the Rev. Raphael Warnock said, 
We are surrounded by angels.” I affirmed that with an Amen!

Wendell Discher
17C Miller
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I t’s live radio! 
On the covered deck at the Brick Walk Cafe on Bestor 

Plaza, below the broad windows of the Visitors Center and 
above the Chautauqua Bookstore, veteran broadcaster Jim 

Roselle surveys his weekday morning realm. 
Welcoming visitors, passers-by and the merely curious, Roselle 

flashes his signature broad, toothy grin.  
This season marks the 40th on the grounds for the Jamestown 

radio WJTN fixture, whose popular weekday morning interview 
show has survived numerous ownership changes at the station. 
Overall, Roselle has been doing live remote broadcasts in the local 
radio market for nearly 60 years. 

During a commercial break, producer-director Matt Warren 
looks on. Roselle is chatting up a university professor eager to 
promote his Special Studies course at the Institution. 

“We get lots of extemporaneous guests,” Warren said. “And as 
Jim says, everyone has a story.” A visitor steps up for a cellphone 
photo of the radio star. 

Roselle suffered congestive heart failure earlier this spring and 
actually missed a few days of work. Now, as he recovers, doc-
tors have limited his normal three-hour show to only two hours. 
Roselle and Warren expect it won’t be long before the third hour is 
restored. 

In the meantime, Roselle has written a memoir of his long 
broadcasting career, titled The Best Times of My Life. Copies 
will be available at the Chautauqua Bookstore in time to celebrate 
Jim Roselle Day at the Institution on July 27. Check the Briefly 
column in the Daily for further details closer to that date. 

After his live broadcast one recent morning, Roselle talked 
about Chautauqua and his long career.

 Every summer, I would be doing my regular show, and I 
would read the advance program for Chautauqua. I would 
do it to inform my audience about what was happening on 
the grounds. One day, I noticed that Charles Goodell was 
going to be an Amphitheater speaker. Charlie Goodell was 
my high school class president. 

I thought, wow, I know Charlie well. In his career he be-
came our local congressman, then a U.S. senator after Bobby 
Kennedy was assassinated. Then Gov. nelson Rockefeller 
chose him to serve out Kennedy’s term. But President nixon 
didn’t want Charlie on the ticket for the next election, so the 
GOP nomination went to James Buckley, brother of William 
F. Buckley. 

But Charlie kept his local law practice and he came to the 
Institution to give a talk, appropriately titled “The Abuse of 
Government Power.” Of course, Charlie had been one of the 
first voices against the Vietnam War. This was in 1974 — 40 
years ago. 

So I drove up to Chautauqua, to the main office. They 
knew me, and I just asked to do a broadcast because Char-
lie would generate a lot of local interest as a speaker. In 

the head office at Chautauqua they liked the idea, and I 
chose the patio at what is now the Brick Walk Cafe. It was a 
central location and I would not take up much room. I asked 
to stay for the week. They said OK, my station management 
agreed and we started. 

While I was up here, I spoke to Winnie Llewellyn, who 
was then the hostess at the Wensley House where the 
speakers stayed. I asked if some of her guests would ap-
pear on my radio show. She wound up bringing me noted 
anthropologist Margaret Mead and heart transplant pioneer 
Dr. Christian Barnard. That worked out pretty nicely. 

I would also lasso passers-by who were curious to see 
what was going on. A lot of them helped me fill my hours 
of air time by being guests on my show. I take the attitude 
that everybody — I mean everybody — is a story. no two 
are alike. And where can you find a more diversified crowd 
than you can find right here at Chautauqua? 

People are here from all over the country and all over the 
world, from all sorts of professional backgrounds. I found 
the format and setting fit me perfectly. I could indulge my 
natural curiosity. I really got into it, right from the start. 

So that first week ended. Monday morning, I went into 
the office to talk to the station general sales manager. He 
said the station had had a lot of positive feedback, and did 
I want to do it again for another week? I said the subject 
changes every week, so we should be at Chautauqua every 
week. 

At that time, we would still do local promotions Thurs-
day and Friday. For instance, if a local furniture store was 
having a sale, we would do our remote from there. But as 
time went on, we moved to five days a week at Chautauqua 
and we’ve been doing it there ever since. 

More recently, I have been going to the Chautauqua 
bookstore one day a week starting in May, to preview the 
season and warm things up. I just sit there and chat and 
meet lots of people. 

Before I started in Chautauqua, I had been in the broad-
casting business for 20 years. I did an afternoon show for 
years called “Roselle’s Record Room.” I played the big 
bands, the popular vocalists, the latest hot records of nat 
King Cole, Tony Bennett, Frank Sinatra, Peggy Lee. I even 

had a bumper-to-bumper club, timed to coincide with when 
the industrial plant workers would get off their shifts. I 
figured the workers could use a pick-me-up. I’d play an old 
car horn to get their attention. Then I’d play a lively polka. 
This sounds crazy, but it seemed to work. After a few years, 
I switched to a morning format and changed my signature 
to “A Cup of Happiness,” like people’s morning coffee. 

Here at Chautauqua, I have had lots of laughs, notably 
with Mark Russell and Loretta LaRoche. Anybody can 
relate to their humor, and at the same time their common 
sense. Like Loretta says, how crazy is it that people will buy 
a new sofa, and then no one but guests can sit on it? They 
cover it with a crochet. Or people buy new dishes, and no 
one can use them except on very special occasions. Any 
family can relate to that — especially an Italian family. 

I don’t know if I ever broke any major news stories on my 
show, but there were lots of things that seemed significant 
at the time. I remember when I was interviewing David Mc-
Cullough, he was talking about President Truman, how he 
had been vilified for some decisions he made as president. 
But McCullough revealed to me that he felt Truman was one 
of our 10 greatest presidents. He said it showed only history 
can judge political figures, and it takes time. 

In radio, you can still be creative and experiment with 
new ideas. If they work, fine. If not, you can just eliminate 
them. For instance, I used to have a contest where I would 
play a mystery voice from the past, and people would get 
good prizes if they guessed right. That stuff drew people in. 

And we had a show where we would go to people’s back 
yards and cook for them. We’d pick up hamburgers, hot 
dogs, potato salad and ice cream. We’d pick up the grill 
from Jamesway, and others would provide the food. The 
winners could invite up to five other couples for the dinner 
we prepared. We did a 30-minute remote broadcast from 
those cookouts. 

I’m about as local as you can get, and pretty lucky. Radio 
has gone to syndicated shows — they keep the payroll 
down. There probably aren’t too many shows like mine on 
the air anymore.

I love to celebrate humble people. They have stories too, 
just like the rich and famous. 

As the years passed, my work became my hobby. I didn’t 
develop a lot of outside interests. As long as I was having 
fun, why leave? 

I’ll tell you something. not too long ago, a woman ap-
proached me at a remote we were doing at a supermarket. 
She asked me, are you really Jim Roselle? I said I was. She 
said, listen to this: Every morning I roll over and you turn 
me on. 

How can you say goodbye to that? 

Season marks 40 summers of Roselle’s morning radio broadcast

Chautauqua Conversations
column by john forD

correspondence from our readers

Letters to the Editor
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
AA/ALANON open meet ing 
Hurlbut Church Parlor Sundays 
and Wednesday 12:30 p.m.

BOAT & JET-SKI 
RENTALS

BOAT RENTALS wewanchu.
com

CONDOS FOR SALE
COOP APT 33 Miller 2 Br 2 Ba 
Sleeps 6 Central location, fur-
nished, updated $149,900. 
MLS #1034777 Karen Goodell 
716-789-2165

CONDOS FOR RENT
GREAT LOCATION, conviently 
located studio apartment avail-
able for rent weeks 2,3,4,5. 
724.601.9299

EDUCATION
TUTORING BY veteran teacher 
K-5 Reading, Writing, Math, 
weeks 4,5,6,7 cal l  Beth at 
716.516.4287.

EVENTS
DELICIOUS DINNERS Beef on 
weck and pulled pork. Mayville 
United Methodist Church. July 
17th and 31st 4:30-6:30 $8 - 
Adults $5 - 12 an under

FOR RENT
48 FOSTER 2BR/1BA recently 
renovated 2nd floor apartment, 
private porch, W/D,   dishwash-
er, cable, WIFI, heat/AC.  Great 
location w/ flat, short walk to 
amp.   Reduced pricing for 
2014 weeks 4, 5, 6 @ $1200/
wk, and week 9 $1000/wk.(plus 
taxand fees).   Available 2015 
season $1600/week plus tax 
a n d  f e e s .   C a l l  M a r i a    
408.807.1002

FOR SALE
 

FOR SALE
F O R  S A L E :  2 0 0 4 ,  S h o r e 
S t a t i o n ,  1 5 0 0  P o u n d 
(SSV15100) lift in good condi-
tion. Please call Roland Philip 
216-780-4403 (cell) or 216-
371-5880 (home).
TWO MOBILITY SCOOTERS 
Like new used 2 seasons $600 
do l l a r s  each  g ramapap@
yahoo.com 850-207-1404
2.5 CAR GARAGE, upstairs 1 
small bedroom, 1 bath, kitchen, 
furnished. Lake view. nicely 
landscaped. Marie Nelson. 
664.6654

SERVICES

HOUSE KEEPING-weekly or 
b iweekly c leaning,  change 
overs, and windows. Reliable, 
20 YRS experience. Tammy 
716.720.1255

2015 SEASON
AVA I L A B L E  2 0 1 5 - W e e k s 
1,2,3,7,8,9. Charming Victorian. 
5 BR. Sleeps up to 13. 4 full 
baths. 2 Kit. 2 LR. 2 DR. 2 W/D. 
6 porches. Large Patio. Grill. 
Cable. DVD. High-speed wire-
less internet. AC. On-site park-
ing. Excellent location. Near 
Amp. $2900. scarwin@peo-
plepc.com. 412-818-7711.

2015 SEASON
HOUSE, 2 doors from AMP. 
New kitchen, lg. rooms, 1 bed-
rooms & bath downstairs, 4 
bedreoms & 2 baths upstairs. 
W/D, A/C.  Weeks 4,5,6,7,8&9. 
440-781-4309, gsplw@msn.
com
16 WILEY weeks 1-5,7-9, spa-
cious 3-story house near lake 
and children's school, 6+ bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D, 
cable, wireless internet, no 
pets, no smoking 212-369-
1220 lhunnewell@willowridge.
com
83 PRATT a charming guest 
house for the 2015 season. 
Sleeps two. Newly Remodeled, 
park-like setting, patio, on-site 
parking, on tram & bus route. 
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless inter-
net, D/W, pet friendly. Season/
Part -Season 954.348.4344 
bh@cpt-florida.com.

2014 Season
O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R 
POPULAR WEEKS 6,7,8,9. A 
COZY NEW-1 Bedroom, ground 
floor apartment. On plaza, tram 
rou te ,  A /C,  Wi f i ,  W/D,  a l l 
ammen i t i es .716 -357 -5557 
f r a n c e s c r @ o p t o n l i n e . n e t . 
Photos available.

TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

@chqdaily

The Helen C. Lincoln 
Fund for International Pro-
gramming, an endowment 
in the Chautauqua Founda-
tion, provides funding for 
Wednesday’s 10:45 a.m. lec-
ture by Dalia Mogahed.

The fund was established 
in the Chautauqua Foun-
dation to honor the life of 
Helen C. Lincoln, a member 
of a family whose name is 
well known and visible on 
the grounds. The Lincoln 
family has provided Lincoln 
Dormitory, Lincoln Park and 
the Newberry Gardens near 
Smith Wilkes Hall. Lincoln 
also endowed a maintenance 
fund for Lincoln Dormitory 
in the Chautauqua Founda-
tion. She died in November 
1994 at the age of 103. A high 

school teacher in Circleville, 
Ohio, the patron married 
John C. Lincoln in 1918. The 
couple moved to Arizona in 
the 1930s, but returned for 
summer visits to Chautau-
qua. In her active years, Lin-
coln’s favorite activity was 
weaving, which she prac-
ticed virtually every day 
while at Chautauqua. She 
purchased many looms and 
donated them to the School 
of Art. 

In 1964, Lincoln persuad-
ed Sen. Barry Goldwater, 
Arizona Republican candi-
date for president and long-
time friend and neighbor 
of the Lincolns, to speak at 
Chautauqua. She accompa-
nied Goldwater all day and 
when he said to her that he 

must have greeted every-
one in Chautauqua, she re-
sponded, “All but one. My 
daughter-in-law is with my 
grandchildren, and is quite 
disappointed not to have 
heard you speak.” Goldwa-
ter promptly took Lincoln 
and his entourage in two 
very long limousines back to 
her house to sit on the porch 
and chat. It was typical of 
Lincoln always to think of 
family. 

James F. Lincoln and 
Frank E. Newberry, broth-
ers-in-law of Lincoln, both 
served as trustees of Chau-
tauqua. Lincoln’s son Da-
vid C. Lincoln and his wife, 
Joan, are significant support-
ers of Chautauqua’s annual 
programming in ethics and 

provided support for the re-
habilitation of the Arts Quad 
as well as major endowment 
for ceramics. Kathryn Lin-
coln, Lincoln’s granddaugh-
ter, also spends a part of 
the summer at Chautauqua, 
with her son, Morgan, and 
daughter, Harper. Kathryn 
Lincoln served as a member 
of the Chautauqua Institu-
tion Board of Trustees and 
the Chautauqua Foundation 
Board of Directors.

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility 
of establishing an endowment 
to support a lectureship or an-
other aspect of Chautauqua’s 
program, please contact Karen 
Blozie at 716-357-6244 or email 
her at kblozie@ciweb.org.

Lincoln Fund provides for Mogahed lecture

The Ralph W. Loew Reli-
gious Lectureship Fund of 
the Chautauqua Foundation 
provides funding for this af-
ternoon’s lecture by Delman 
Coates. 

Ralph Loew served as 
director of the Department 
of Religion for 10 years. The 
endowment was established 
upon his retirement in 1988. 
Loew also served as a trustee 
of the Institution from 1987 
to 1991. He first became in-
volved with Chautauqua in 
1948 as a visiting chaplain.

As pastor of Buffalo’s Holy 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Loew received many hon-
ors for community service. 
He received the Red Jacket 
Award from the Buffalo and 
Erie County Historical So-
ciety; honors from Medaille 
College, Daemen College, 
and Canisius College; and 
the Chancellor’s Medal from 
the University of Buffalo, the 
institution’s most prestigious 
award. The State University 
of New York, which repre-
sents the state’s 64 colleges 
and universities, honored 
him, and four colleges award-

ed him honorary degrees.
For 30 years, Loew au-

thored a weekly column in 
the Buffalo Courier-Express 
newspaper. The column was 
nationally syndicated for six 
years. He wrote five books. 
His family published a book 
of his columns, This Faith 
Tremendous, in 1999. His 1956 
Easter sermon was selected 
by Life Magazine as one of six 
notable sermons of that year.

Loew served as chair-
man of the board of trustees 
of the Margaret L. Wendt 
Foundation. He was also ac-

tive on the boards of Habitat 
for Humanity, Hospice of 
Buffalo, Western New York 
Grantmakers Association, St. 
John’s Lutheran Foundation 
and the Samaritan Coun-
seling Center. He spoke at 
conferences in Europe, Asia, 
India and South America, 
and was on two occasions 
a preacher for churches in 
England and Scotland. He 
was listed in “Who’s Who in 
America” and “Who’s Who 
in the World.” The 1988 CLSC 
graduating class is named 
the Ralph W. Loew Class.

Loew Fund sponsors Coates’ Interfaith talk

The Helen H. and Paul 
L. Sample Fund, an endow-
ment with the Chautau-
qua Foundation, provides 
funding for this afternoon’s 
“Storytelling and the Moral 
Imagination” with Kiku 
Adatto and Michael Sandel. 

The Helen and Paul Sam-
ple Fund is a “flexible pro-
gram fund” established in 
tribute to the Samples’ love 
for and service to the In-
stitution.  Each had a long 
tenure as a trustee, shar-
ing a strong commitment to 

youth and the wide variety 
of programs serving them.  
Their home — and location 
on the lakefront — served as 
a gathering spot for count-
less Chautauquans over 
the years and they shared 
their enthusiasm and joy 
in life with all. Their spirit 
remains a strong inspira-
tion to the family, who now 
count 15 grandchildren 
and 30 great grandchildren 
among each summer’s reg-
ular attendees. 

Sample Fund provides for 
Adatto, Sandel program

 » on the grounds

BICYCLE SAFETY RULES
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operation condition and  
  shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling   
  device, a rear reflector and a headlight. Operators under 14  
  years of age must wear a New York state-required helmet. 
 2. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths  
  reserved for pedestrian use. 
 3. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and  
  prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph. 
 4. Bicyclists shall always give the right of way to pedestrians. 
 5. In accord with New York state law, bicyclists shall observe  
  all traffic signs and signals (for example, stop signs, one-way 
  streets). 
 

Parents must ensure 
that their children ride 
responsibly by enforcing the 
rules and by setting a good 
example.



HOWARD HALLE
Guest Critic

Home is where the 
heart is, as the old saying 
goes, but in the works by 
the six artists currently 
on view at the Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center, home 
and heart appear to coex-
ist warily, like estranged 
spouses under the same 
roof. Depicted are views 
of various buildings, 
structures and cities be-
reft of inhabitants like 
empty stage sets waiting 
for actors who never show 
up.

As the first part of 
show’s title suggests, 
“Homeward Bound: 
An American Pictorial” 
evokes a journey of re-
turn, one described as a 
circle where beginning 
and end don’t connect.

Organized by direc-
tor of galleries Judy Ba-
rie, “Homeward Bound” 
skews heavily toward 
paintings, with a smaller 
selection of sculptures 
provided by two artists, 
Bebe Alexander and Jason 
Forck. 

Alexander creates ce-
ramic objects resembling 
folk art models of grain elevators, bins and 
hoppers. They’re finished in glazes similar to 
the ones found on those old stoneware jugs 
that frequently crop up on “Antiques Road-
show.” Her items, diminutive without be-
ing cute, are functionally shaped into cups 
and vases like souvenirs of a way of life that 
have seen better days. The same echoes of a 
faded agricultural idyll reverberate through 
Forck’s sculptures made of glass, metal and 
wood. Most of them feature a barn rendered 
as mute and minimal as a Monopoly house 
— and perhaps, just as leveraged. One spec-
tral relief in white glass emerges in isomet-
ric projection from a charred-wood plaque, 
compressing the abandonment of countless 
farmsteads along the interstate into a study 
on perspective. 

The paintings taking up the bulk of the 
show range over a wider spectrum of refer-

ences that proceeds from the specific to the 
general. Seth Clark, for example, focuses on 
ruins from the present, picturing buildings 
and details of walls left wrecked and ravaged 
by disaster or neglect. Exposed, collapsing 
frameworks and sagging expanses of dry-
wall mark the spots on a map that chart the 
emotional fallout from such places as post-
Katrina New Orleans or post-crash Detroit.   

In her series of small canvases, Sarah Wil-
liams seems to take a page from 17th-cen-
tury Dutch painting, both in the softened 
precisionism of her style, and in the way she 
wrestles the wider world down to domestic 
scale. As in Forck’s work, the central motif 
here is a simplified edifice — a modest clap-
board house — representing a larger state of 
anomie. Judging by the barren branches and 
strings of colored lights, Williams has set 
her scenes on or around Christmas, just as 
dusk settles into night. Rather than welcom-

ing beacons of holiday cheer, however, these 
houses seem as cold and barren as a doused 
hearth. Paradoxically, the presence of a lit 
window here and there only heightens the 
sense of estrangement, especially in a couple 
of views where the glow emanating from 
TV sets cast greenish blobs on the window 
panes, like poltergeists haunting the compo-
sitions. 

A similar air of dread pervades Paul 
Rouphail’s two largest paintings, in which 
high-rise towers huddle under a permanent-
ly setting sun. Once again, the lights have 
been left on to signal absence instead of pres-
ence, this time within a barren urban vista. 
Each scene, though, contains the odd, surreal 
detail of an isolated cutout billboard. One 
of these shows the Marlboro Man looming 
over a darkened skyline as he lights a ciga-
rette. It’s a jarring sight, and the reason it’s 
there isn’t entirely clear; perhaps it’s meant 

as a symbol of the way the 
global economy enforces 
the same pop-cultural an-
onymity from one coun-
try to the next.

While all of these works 
concentrate on fixed places 
in one fashion or the next, 
Melissa Kuntz’s paint-
ings evoke the disquiet-
ing effects of transience as 
seen through vertiginous 
aerial views of jumbo jets 
and other aircraft, criss-
crossing over airports, 
highway interchanges 
and fairgrounds. They 
seem oblivious to each 
other, directed by a god of 
air traffic control who isn’t 
paying attention. They 
leave you literally hang-
ing in the air.

Kuntz’s images also 
seem to perch you atop an 
impossibly high wire, like 
a member of Olympian 
circus troupe. And this 
precarious balancing act 
points to the show’s other 
theme as contained by the 
second half of its title: “An 
American Pictorial.” 

All nationalities are 
arguably constructs — tribal affiliations 
constrained within boundaries that are ar-
bitrarily drawn and prone to unraveling (as 
is indeed the case in today’s Iraq). But no 
identity is as artificial as “American,” which 
is scarcely an identity at all; it is rather, an 
existential state. Americans are who they are 
by virtue of a voyage of amnesia that leaves 
behind the past or reinvents it altogether. 
Each American, in other words, is work of 
fiction — an unreliably narrated picaresque, 
more often than not. We are are compelled 
to roam, in our own minds if not in fact, by 
the siren call of liberty, which is as much of 
a curse as it is a blessing as we wander from 
one destination to the next. Our long strange 
trip is an orbit, bringing us back to ourselves. 
But all too often, when we knock on the door, 
nobody is home.

Howard Halle is editor-at-large at Time Out 
New York. 

Wednesday, July 16, 2014 The Chautauquan Daily ·  www.chqdaily.com  Page 13

V I S U A L  A R T S

DISCONNECTS ECHO IN ‘HOMEWARD BOUND’

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

The first floor of the Fowler-Kellogg Art Center is devoted to the exhibition “Homeward Bound: An American Pictoral,” which runs through 
Thursday.

R E V I E W



•••     On the Surface: Outward 
Appearances opens. Through Aug. 
19. Strohl Art Center Main Gallery

••• Into the West opens. Through Aug. 
18. Strohl Art Center Bellowe Family 
Gallery

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Subagh Singh 
Khalsa. (Sikh Dharma/Kundalini 
Yoga and Meditation.) Donation. 
Bring gate pass. Main Gate Welcome 
Center Conference Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. The Rev. 
Daisy Machado, professor, 
American history of Christianity, 
Union Theological Seminary, New 
York City. Amphitheater

9:15  Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Chabad Lubavitch of 
Chautauqua). “The Art of Prayer.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Library

9:15 CLSC Alumni Association Science 
Group Presentation. “Can They 
Really Patent My Genes?” Bob 
Reiss. Hall of Christ

9:30 Chautauqua Institution Trustees 
Porch Discussion. “Fine & 
Performing Arts & Inter-Arts 
Collaborations.” Marty Merkley, 
Deborah Sunya Moore. Hultquist 
Center Porch

10:00 (10–12) Cello Master Class. 
(School of Music.) Johannes Moser. 
Suggested fee. Fletcher Music Hall

10:00 Voice Master Class. (School of 
Music.) Marlena Malas. McKnight 
Hall

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. “Egypt: A Love Letter.” 
Dalia Mogahed, CEO, Mogahed 
Consulting. Amphitheater

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (Sponsored 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind Colonnade

12:00 Women in Ministry. Hall of Missions

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

12:15 Brown Bag Book Review. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) Bob and Beto Hopper, 
Sleepwalkers by Christopher Clark. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Porch

12:30 AA / Al-Anon Meeting. Hurlbut 
Church Parlor

12:30 Brown Bag. (Programmed by the 
Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults.) “Burning Questions: 
Conversations with APYA.” Hall of 
Christ 

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:15 Language Hour. French, Spanish 
and German. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Women’s Club house

1:15 CLSC Alumni Association Docent 
Tours of Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall and Pioneer Hall.

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Towards a Progressive Christian 
Praxis of Public Engagement.” The 
Rev. Delman Coates, senior pastor, 
Mt. Ennon Baptist Church, Clinton, 
Md. Hall of Philosophy (simulcast in 
Hall of Christ)

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 Presentation. “Storytelling and the 
Moral Imagination.” Kiku Adatto 
and Michael J. Sandel. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

3:00 (3 –5) Opening Reception. On the 
Surface: Outward Appearances and 
Into the West. Strohl Art Center Main 
Gallery and Bellowe Family Gallery

3:30 Contemporary Issues Dialogue. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Gordon S. Wood, 
author, The Idea of America. (Doors 
open at 3 p.m. Admittance is free, 
but limited to the first 50 people.) 
Women’s Club house

3:30 (3:30–5) Panel Discussion. 
(Programmed by the Dept. of 
Religion.) “Life Among the Religions 
in Egypt Today.” Douglas May, 
Poulos Ishak, Jud Doyle and 
Deborah Shea Doyle. Hall of Christ

3:30 (3:30–5:30) Jewish Film Festival. 
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.) “Fill the Void.” Everett 
Jewish Life Center

4:00 (4–5:30) Piano Master Class. 
(School of Music.) Nicola Melville, 
John Milbauer. Suggested fee. 
Sherwood-Marsh Studios

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:15 CLSC Young Readers Program. 
Babayan and the Magic Star with 
author Kiku Adatto. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall 

4:15 Bat Chat. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Caroline Van Kirk Bissell, 
nature guide. Smith Wilkes Hall

5:30 (5:30–7) Chautauqua 
Property Owners Association 
Neighborhood Picnics. All 
Chautauquans welcome. Various 
locations published in The 
Chautauquan Daily

6:00 (6–8) Brick Walk Cafe Concerts. 
Matt Thompson. Brick Walk Cafe

6:00 (6–7:30) Chef’s Tour #2. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Women’s Club 
house

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Bring gate pass. Main 
Gate Welcome Center Conference 
Room 

6:45 Eventide Travelogue. (Programmed 
by the CLSC Alumni Association.) 
“Crossing the Gulf Stream then 
sailing on to Cuba.” Chris Flanders 
and Peaches Wagner. Donation. 
Hall of Christ

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

7:00 (7–7:45) Metropolitan Community 
Church Vespers Service. UCC 
Chapel

7:30 (7:30–10) Voice Opera Performance 
No. 1. (School of Music.) Werther by 
Jules Massenet. John Giampietro, 
director. (Benefits the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club Scholarship Fund.) 
Fletcher Music Hall

8:15  SPECIAL. A Night in Old New 
Orleans. (Community Appreciation 
Night.) Amphitheater
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••• FLOWERS closes. Fowler-Kellogg 
Art Center Angela Fowler Memorial 
Gallery

••• Homeward Bound: An American 
Pictorial closes. Fowler-Kellogg Art 
Center

7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Subagh Singh 
Khalsa. (Sikh Dharma/Kundalini 
Yoga and Meditation.) Donation. 
Bring gate pass. Main Gate 
Welcome Center Conference Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. The Rev. Daisy 
Machado, professor, American history 
of Christianity, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York City. Amphitheater

9:15 Chautauqua Speaks. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
”Religion at Chautauqua: Spirituality, 
Ethics, and the Common Good.” 
The Rev. Robert Franklin, director, 
Department of Religion, Chautauqua 
Institution. Women’s Club house

9:15  Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Chabad Lubavitch of 
Chautauqua). “Medical Ethics.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Library

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Jon Alterman, director, 
Middle East Program, Center for 
Strategic and International Studies; 
Khaled Dawoud, spokesman, 
Constitution Party of Egypt; Nader 
Bakkar, co-founder, al-Nour Party of 
Egypt. Amphitheater 

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

12:15 Knitting. “Women4Women–
Knitting4Peace.” UCC Reformed 
House Porch

12:15 (12:15–1:30) Brown Bag Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.) Bernice Thaler. Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:15 Brown Bag. Chautauqua Theater 
Company. Bratton Theater

12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Meditation Seminar. 
“Discovering the Spiritual Heart, 
Part 2.” Subagh Singh Khalsa. 
(Sikh Dharma/Kundalini Yoga and 
Meditation.) Donation. Hall of Missions

12:30 Canasta Instruction. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Following Canasta Instruction will 
be Canasta play from 1:30–4:00. 
Women’s Club house

12:30 Special Conversation with Visiting 
Egyptians. (Sponsored by the Dept. 
of Education.) Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall ballroom

12:45 Chautauqua Catholic Community 
Seminar. “The Stones Cry Out, The 
Story of the Palestinian Christians.” 
The Rev. Doug May, M.M. 
Maryknoll Missioner, Cairo, Egypt. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:15 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“America’s Civic Religion.” Eric 
Liu, founder and CEO, Citizen 
University; co-author, The Gardens 
of Democracy and The True Patriot. 
Hall of Philosophy (simulcast in Hall 
of Christ)

2:00 (2–3:30) Student Recital. (School 
of Music.) (Benefits the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club Scholarship Fund.) 
McKnight Hall 

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

3:30 CLSC AUTHOR PRESENTATION. 
Danielle Allen, Our Declaration. Hall 
of Philosophy

4:00 (4–5:30) Piano Master Class. 
(School of Music.) Jon Nakamatsu. 
Suggested fee. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:15 Artsongs. Chautauqua Opera Young 
Artists Recital #4. Hall of Christ

4:15 Tree Talk. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Bruce Robinson. Burgeson 
Nature Classroom (ravine off Fletcher 
near Boy’s and Girls’ Club; rain 
location Smith Wilkes Hall) (Children 
under 12 accompanied by adult)

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. (Two 
rehearsals required to sing at Sunday 
worship services.) Smith Wilkes Hall

6:30 (6:30–8) Young Women: Annual 
Hand Drumming. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Women’s Club house

6:45 Pre-Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra Concert Lecture. Lee 
Spear. Hurlbut Church Sanctuary

6:45 (6:45–8) PFLAG Meeting. 
(Sponsored by the Chautauqua 
Chapter of Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
and the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship.) Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship Church 

7:00 Devotional Services and 
Programs. Denominational Houses

7:15 (7:15–7:45) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Carol McKiernan. 
Donation. Bring gate pass. Main Gate 
Welcome Center Conference Room

7:30 (7:30–10) Voice Opera Performance 
No. 2. (School of Music.) Werther by 
Jules Massenet. John Giampietro, 
director. (Benefits the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club Scholarship Fund.) 
Fletcher Music Hall

8:00 Ramadan Nights. (Programmed by 
the Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults.) Alumni Hall porch

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Cristian Macelaru, 
guest conductor; Augustin 
Hadelich, violin. Amphitheater

• Visions from Another World  
Karim Al-Zand

• L’arbe des songes (The Tree of 
Dreams), Concerto for Violin and 
Orchestra, Op. 21 
Henri Dutilleux 

• Appalachian Spring: Suite 
Aaron Copland

• Bolero  
Maurice Ravel 

Follow the Daily’s 
updates for a 
steady stream of 
the latest news 
from the grounds on Twitter:
 @chqdaily
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