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Brokaw, Rosenblatt
kick off week on art
and craft of writing
Allison Levitsky
Staff Writer
Longtime friends Tom
Brokaw and Roger Rosenblatt have spent the last 30
years in conversation, one
could argue.
“We used to spend either
the weekend before or the
weekend after Thanksgiving together,” Brokaw said,
describing the relationship among their circle of
friends as “familial.”
“We would just spend

After more than 40 years
of tooting their own horns
on an international stage,
the gold-plated ensemble
Canadian Brass is coming to
Chautauqua Institution, at
8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater.
The quintet, which first
formed in 1970, has recorded
more than 100 albums —
selling more than 2 million
copies — and
performed
live 7,000
times.

the weekend talking about
things that interested us.
It was always about what
was going on in national
politics, what the cultural
trends of the day were.”
At 10:45 a.m. today, in
the audience the audience
will be privy to such a conversation between the two,
marking the first day of this
week’s lecture series “Roger Rosenblatt and Friends”
and the first morning lecture of the 2014 season.

play the main stage at Carnegie Hall.
Characterized by their
matching black tuxedos,
white sneakers and American-made, 24-karat goldplated Conn-Selmer instruments, Canadian Brass has
created a unique identity all
their own. In fact, the band
is always guaranteed to keep
its audience guessing as they
play everything from Johann
Sebastian Bach’s Little Fugue
in G Minor to a 10-minute
condensed pageant of Georges Bizet’s final opera, Carmen.
See brass,
Page 4

Lecturer Spong examines Fourth Gospel
from Jewish perspective in weeklong series

Garth Newel Piano Quartet opens
Logan Chamber Music Series
During her 21 years with
the Garth Newel Music
Center in Warm Springs,
Virginia, violist Evelyn
Grau has heard a great deal
about Chautauqua’s musical reputation, but has
never had the chance to
perform here.
She and the rest of the

While Canadian Brass has
consisted of numerous different members over its
four-decade lifespan, the ensemble is still fronted by its
tuba-toting founding member, Charles Daellenbach.
Alongside Daellenbach are
Achilles Liarmakopoulos on
the

trombone, Bernhard Scully
on the horn, and trumpet
players Caleb Hudson and
Christopher Coletti.
Canadian Brass all but
created the idea of a brass
quintet, as the group gained
notoriety through performances on such programs
as “Sesame Street,” and “The
Tonight Show.” The ensemble
is recognized being the first
Western brass band to perform in the People’s Republic of China in 1977, as well
as being the first brass ensemble to

See BrokaW, Page 4

Garth Newel Piano Quartet
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Staff Writer
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A brass act
Popular Canadian quintet to keep
Amp audience guessing tonight

Rosenblatt
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Garth Newel Piano Quartet
will get that chance when
they open the Institution’s
Logan Chamber Music Series at 4 p.m. today inside
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.
“Chautauqua is very
well-known among musicians, and it sounds like a
great place to play,” Grau
said.

Quinn Kelley
Staff Writer
Christians have used the
Bible’s Gospel of St. John as
“the foundation of identifying creeds and doctrines and
dogmas” — many of which
don’t communicate well
with modern educated men
and women, according to retired Episcopal Bishop John
Shelby Spong. It is this literal
interpretation of the Gospel

See logan, Page 4

that Spong hopes to challenge in a series of lectures
this week.
Spong will give five lectures, each at 2 p.m. in the
Hall of Philosophy, titled,
“The Fourth Gospel: Tales
of a Jewish Mystic.” The lectures, based on Spong’s book
of the same name released
last year, will build on each
other in an attempt to examine the Gospel of John from
a different perspective: that

Multimedia

it,” Spong said. “It
of progressive Jewish
has Jesus constantly
followers of Jesus attalking about ‘the
tempting to articulate
Jews,’ almost spitting
their experiences to
that phrase out of his
traditional Jews.
mouth.”
When one reads the
However, reading
Gospel of John from a
the Gospel from a Jewliteral perspective, he
ish perspective illuor she can interpret it Spong
minates the tensions
as anti-Semitic, Spong
between progressive and trasaid.
“John’s Gospel seems to ditional Jews of the time.
have a deep strain of antiSee spong, Page 4
Semitism running through
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breaking
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VACI lecture
series begins with
ceramist Donelly

Meet the
2014 APYA
coordinators
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Tidying Up for 2014
From finalizing construction
and dabbing on a last coat of
paint to dusting off bicycles,
watch as the Chautauqua
community prepares for the
2014 season.

View the video on
chqdaily.com

Today’s Weather

High 82° Low 65°
Rain: 50%
Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

tuesday

High 81° Low

64°

Rain: 80%
Sunrise: 5:42 a.m. Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

wednesday

The Daily’s website has been completely updated with a responsive design for enhanced viewing on all screen sizes, plus bigger photos and videos — check it out!

High 75° Low 58°
Rain: 70%
Sunrise: 5:42 a.m. Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

www.chqdaily.com
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Briefly
NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS
Chautauqua Connections
Please join the Chautauqua Connections for the opening
picnic Tuesday on the Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall Lawn. All
connected students and sponsors are expected to attend.
Please call Susan Helm at 716-357-5799 with any questions.
BTG Lake Walk: Breeding Birds and Migration on Chautauqua Lake
Join Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute scientist
emeritus John Rappole on Heinz Beach tonight at 6:30 p.m.
as he kicks off the first Bird, Tree & Garden Club Lake Walk
of the 2014 season. Rappole will be discussing the migratory
and reproductive habits of Chautauqua’s avian population.
Season’s Greetings from Chautauqua Women’s Club
All Women’s Club members are invited to the clubhouse
from 4:30 to 7 p.m. today for a social evening and special
opportunity to meet our new president, Nancy Griffin
Shadd. Greet old friends and meet new ones while enjoying a delightful buffet. See the premiere of the video
“The Women’s Club: The Heartbeat of Chautauqua” which
traces the CWC’s 125-year journey since its founding in
1889. For more information about the Season’s Greetings
event, which kicks off the season-long celebration of the
Women’s Club’s 125th anniversary, call 716-357-2023.
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle news
• The CLSC Brown Bag Book Review will be held at 12:15
p.m. today on the porch of the Literary Arts Center. The
first book selection for 2014 is The Boy Detective by Roger
Rosenblatt, and will be reviewed by Jeffrey Miller.
• A book discussion of The Boy Detective will be held at 1
p.m. today at the Literary Arts Center. Jeff Miller, CLSC
activities coordinator, will head the discussion.
• Join Sue Evans on at 6:45 p.m. Wednesday (date was incorrect in the weekend Daily) in the Hall of Christ for the
first CLSC Alumni Association Eventide program, “Papua
New Guinea: The Land that Stood Still.”
• The CLSC Class of 1992 is sponsoring the Thursday CLSC
presentation by Roger Rosenblatt. Members of the class
will be able to meet and share a bag lunch with Roger in the
Garden Room of the Literary Arts Center at noon Thursday. Members should contact class president Bob Battaglin
or other officers no later than Wednesday morning so adequate seating can be arranged and lunches ordered. Contact Bob at 716-357-9887 or battaglinr@yahoo.com.
• The CLSC Class of 2001 will gather for coffee with the
CLSC Alumni Association this morning.
Knitting4Peace
Learn how you can craft hope, healing and peace from
12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. in the Hall of Missions classroom.
For more information, call 303-918-4617
Keyser sells lemon tarts
At noon every Monday of the season immediately following
the lecture, Herb Keyser will be selling his famed lemon tarts
near the Amphitheater, adjacent to the kiosk. He also plans
to deliver lemon tarts, chocolate surprises and summer pudding anywhere on the grounds any day of the week. Order
at his cart and any weekday at 716-357-6404 or 716-357-3449.
Tech Rehearsal sneak peek for ‘Raisin’
Friends of Chautauqua Theater are invited to sit in for
45-minute segments of the Chautauqua Theater Company
tech rehearsal for A Raisin in the Sun at 1 p.m., 1:45 p.m.,
or 2:30 p.m. Wednesday. Meet at the Bratton Theater entry
door. Memberships are $10 and are available at the door.
Tennis Weekday ‘Dawn Patrol’
Tennis players are invited to join a doubles round-robin
each weekday from 7 to 9 a.m. at Chautauqua Tennis Center.
Sign-up is each prior evening at 4:50 p.m. near the Farmers
Market at the tennis “lottery.” All levels, men and women.
For more information, call the tennis center at 716-357-6276.
Chautauqua Pro-Am
The Chautauqua Pro-Am Tournament begins today with
an 11 a.m. shotgun start. Call the Golf Club at 716-3576211. Golfing and dinner is $125 per player; dinner only is
$50 per person. All proceeds benefit the Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy.
2014 Chautauqua softball
Softball league organizational meetings will take place at 4:30
p.m. (women) and 5 p.m. (men) Tuesday at the Sports Club.

Think it. Act it.
Encourage it.

A Chautauqua Property Owners Association (CPOA)
initiative to enhance courtesy and awareness among
Chautauqua’s pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists.
All mobility types should be

AWARE, COURTEOUS and RESPECTFUL
while getting around the grounds.

More information at http://www.cpoa.ws/

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

Chelsea Williams, Lynda Gravatt
and Chasten Harmon run
through a rehearsal of
A Raisin in the Sun, directed by
Chautauqua Theater Company
resident director Ethan
McSweeny, Wednesday in the
Green Room at Brawdy Studios.

THE RETURN OF McSWEENY
CTC resident director back at
Chautauqua to direct ‘Raisin’
EMMA FOEHRINGER
MERCHANT
Staff Writer

Ethan McSweeny doesn’t
mind the quiet that blankets
Chautauqua
Institution’s
grounds before the season
begins. To him, the familiar
pre-season hush suggests
not much has changed since
he last visited.
“I am thrilled to be doing
the first show of the season
because there’s something
kind of wonderful about being here before everyone else
is here and before the whole
thing is in full swing,” said
McSweeny, resident director of Chautauqua Theater
Company. “There’s just a
calm around the rehearsal
process. It allows us to really
focus on the play. I would be
disappointed if I arrived and
too much had changed at
Chautauqua.”
While construction crews
buzzed around the grounds,
cars still roamed the Institution streets and the gates remained opened to the public,

McSweeny got reacquainted
with CTC after his hiatus
from directing for the company last season.
“I didn’t quit cold turkey;
I actually did come back
for a little check-in,” McSweeny said. “I’m pleased
to say there has not been a
single year in the last 10 that
I haven’t at least made an
appearance, but it is really
great to be back here and be
working again.”
Not
that
McSweeny
wasn’t working while he was
away — as Artistic Director
Vivienne Benesch said, “He’s
out there in the trenches.”
In the past year, McSweeny directed both A Streetcar
Named Desire and An Ideal
Husband at the Gate Theatre in Dublin, the former of
which earned him the Irish
Times Theatre Award for
Best Director. From there he
moved on to a short stint on
Broadway, directing A Time
to Kill. Although the director’s run on the Great White
Way was not as long as he

helped McSweeny
had hoped, McSweereacclimate himny took it in stride
self with CTC’s
and geared up for his
summer schedule.
return to Chautau“If there’s any
qua to direct A Raitwo people who
sin in the Sun and a
can
anticipate
facet of the New Play
each other’s next
Workshop series, The
move, it’s Vivienne
Guadalupe.
and me,” he said.
“Un for t u n ately, McSWEENY
“We’re pretty good
[A Time to Kill] only
made it to Thanksgiving,” partners — in making art eshe said. “That’s the way pecially. I always know that
things happen sometimes in she’s got such a great comthe commercial theater — if mitment to this place and
the ticket sales aren’t brisk such a great standard that
enough you close up shop. she holds the art to.”
In the director’s eyes,
But it was a really good experience nonetheless, and members of the Chautauqua
well received by a lot of audi- community who join the theences. I was pleased to have ater company in Bratton Theater for each show will also
done it.”
Benesch frames McSwee- be part of McSweeny’s welny’s return to the company coming crew.
“It’s really wonderful to
— and a 10-year anniversary
celebration — as a homecom- direct for an audience you
know,” he said. “I’ve come
ing after a necessary break.
“It was very important to know and love this audito me that he be part of this ence so much over the last
10th anniversary,” Benesch 10 years and I have so many
said. “He and I were part- friends here. I’m enjoying the
ners. We sort of transformed ability to focus on the work
and to be here to support my
friends and colleagues.”
It seems McSweeny will
also need moral support as
he confronts the behemoth
of a project that is A Raisin in
I have always called him the Sun.
“I’m regularly humbled
a master storyteller and
by the achievement of the
I truly can’t wait to see
play,” McSweeny said. “I
how he tells the story of
find it impossible to read the
A Raisin in the Sun.”
whole thing without crying.
The third act always just
obliterates me, but now I find
—Vivienne Benesch that there are places earlier
Artistic director, that are starting to make me
Chautauqua Theater Company cry, too.
“Cry not with sadness,
but with this adoration for
the theater department here, the achievement.”
but what’s great about him
Though McSweeny’s emoleaving and coming back is tional reaction to the script
that we continue to try to demonstrates that directing
bring artists who are work- such a defining and grounding on the national scene.
breaking play — Lorraine
“I have always called him Hansberry was the first black
a master storyteller and I female playwright produced
truly can’t wait to see how he on Broadway — will be taxtells the story of A Raisin in ing, Benesch has confidence
the Sun.”
McSweeny will add the play
Slipping back into col- to his repertoire of Chautaulaboration with Benesch qua successes.
“Chautauqua will always,
and the company he knows
I believe, hold a very significant place in his heart, but
also in his artistic development and career,” she said.
“The work he’s gotten to do
here has been some of his
very best.”
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comm u n ity

recovering a ‘radical innocence’
Becker opens 2014 season
with president’s address
and Three Taps of the Gavel
Editor’s Note: These are the
prepared remarks for Chautauqua
Institution President Thomas M.
Becker’s annual Three Taps of the
Gavel address, delivered at Sunday’s morning worship service in
the Amphitheater.
HERE WE ARE
Welcome to the opening
ceremony of Chautauqua’s
2014 season, our 140th anniversary, and our 141st Season. Today’s ceremony is at
once a respectful look back
and a confident look forward.
I ask you to think about the
fact that others, people not
unlike yourselves, have been
gathering here, through
these 14 decades, with a purpose similar to yours today.
They came to this lakeshore
with a sense of promise —
that distinctively American
notion that our best days are
still ahead of us and that there
is always room for improvement: in ourselves as individuals, in our family connections,
in our habits of faith and in
our collective understanding
of the world around us.
Imagine! In 1874, the tragedy of the Civil War was not
even a decade past, and the
marvels of science and engineering that would blossom
later in the century were just
setting root. Marconi, the
man who would give us radio, was only born in April of
1874. Alexander Graham Bell’s
patent for the telephone came
along in 1876. And Thomas
Edison — who by virtue of
his marriage to Mina Miller,
daughter of our co-founder
Lewis Miller, spent many
years at Chautauqua — was
still toiling in his lab to create
the phonograph, which would
stun the world in 1877. Two
years after that, he gave the
first public demonstration of
his incandescent light bulb.
Promise was everywhere
in those heady days of scientific exploration and innovation,
and there was also fear — fear
of a loss of innocence, fear of
complexity, fear of Other. And
from 1874 forward, Chautauquans have come here to re-

flect on this world in peaceful
proximity to the broad sky reflected in our beautiful Chautauqua Lake.
They have come to reflect
on their lives and work outside
these gates and in the company of others—strangers and
friends—who still make and
remake our fluid and often
electrifying community. And
these pilgrims have regularly
found in that alchemy a way
to go forward with a renewed
understanding of commitment and humility and the
value of daily focus and practice. At Chautauqua we are all
practicing something — not
just the musicians.
In 2014, when technology
MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

ABOVE: Chautauqua Institution President Thomas M. Becker
delivers the opening address of the 2014 season at the beginning
of the Service of Worship and Sermon Sunday morning in the
Amphitheater.

There is something
entirely radical about
the combination of
vulnerability and
wonder available to
us. Thank you for
your belief in this
unusual place.”

LEFT: Audience members listen to Becker’s remarks, titled “Here
We Are,” which cited passages from W.B. Yeats, Seamus Heaney
and George Saunders.

— THOMAS M. BECKER
President, Chautauqua Institution

offers information, connection
and transaction at a touch,
relationships through virtual
images, and the sense that we
can “know” what we need to
“know” by opening an app,
such efforts to gather in person are not always made. The
act of gathering takes effort. To
be present, to listen in a concentrated way to the development of a complex idea, to feel
the flow of music and art as a
body of witnesses and as cocreators of a creative moment
is nowadays unusual.
And yet, here we are.
This past year I had the
privilege of listening to Larry
Bacow, the former president
of MIT. During his talk he

referred to the German term
sitzfleisch, combining the
root meanings of “sit” and
“flesh,” and used to describe
the academic experience of
studying long and hard. And
so I thought of you good
people gathered here today
and throughout the season
sitting in these benches in
this historic structure and
throughout the facilities on
these grounds as you think
hard about the complex and
nuanced realities of our time
and the ideas that lift our understanding of what it is to be
human — biologically, socially, spiritually, creatively.
Add to this concept of
sitzfleisch, which so effectively

conveys the effort of hard intellectual exploration, the unusual characteristic of a place
that offers you the opportunity to consider the new, to alter
your hard won certitudes, to
commit to outcomes that may
cost you personally yet benefit a larger sense of community. In short, this atmosphere
constructed to promote your
taking chances — intellectually, imaginatively, soulfully
— and to renew your personal sense of promise.
To steal a phrase from W.B.
Yeats’ poem “A Prayer for My
Daughter” I imagine the fruit
of our Chautauqua exercise is
that “the soul recovers a radical innocence.” The soul recovers a radical innocence. In
part, this is a recovery of the
appetites of a child, an emotional richness unburdened
by the limitations we impose
by a lifetime of self-imposed
labels; allowing yourself to be
unknown to yourself. There
is something entirely radical about the combination of

vulnerability and wonder
available to us by a full engagement with each other at
Chautauqua; both radical and
important because of the rarity of the opportunity and the
unusual quality of the experience in our time.
Thank you for your belief in this unusual place.
Thank you for the effort you
make to build a community
of thoughtful reflection; one
whose promise extends us in
radical ways. Through such
effort Chautauqua can lead to
the meaningful conduct of our
lives in a more compassionate,
creative, knowledgeable and
selfless fashion.
This season you will find
collages of Chautauquans
in photo stanchions placed
around the grounds. These
images of Chautauquans past
and present are designed to
remind us all of the promise delivered to us by those
generations who came here
before us and to remind us
of the promise we make to
ourselves, our children and
grandchildren by being active participants in this intergenerational community.
You may know that the
great Irish poet Seamus Heaney died this past year. He
came from a large Catholic
family of peat and potato
farmers. They toiled in difficult and demanding conditions in the grueling effort of

cutting, lifting and delivering
the product. He wrote a wonderful poem describing his father’s and grandfather’s work
and his approach to poetry
born in this toil. The poem is
called “Digging,” and ends
with the lines:
But I’ve no spade
to follow men like them.
Between my finger
and my thumb
The squat pen rests.
I’ll dig with it.
Heaney’s final words were,
oddly enough, conveyed by
a text to his beloved wife of
many years, Marie, in which
he said simply, “Noli timere,”
a Latin phrase meaning “don’t
be afraid.” Noli is imperative,
second person and singular,
and thus Heaney wasn’t sending an abstract message of
hope to the world but rather
an intimate statement of faith,
an encouragement for continuation of the effort. I believe he
was endorsing Yeats’ idea of
the soul’s recovery of a radical
innocence, and the promise
inherent in our very existence.
I recently read an essay by
the writer George Saunders
on the subject of writing fiction. I believe his words apply directly to the Chautauqua experience. This is the
quote from Saunders:
“Most of us, at a certain
point in our lives, come to
understand that we are here
to grow. To grow in love, patience, gentleness; to become
more able to deal with the
harshness and victories of
life with aplomb and generosity. But how to do it? Art
can be a way of training ourselves in these virtues — not
in a holy or precious or dogmatic way, but in the same
way that a crazy night on the
town, or a catastrophic love
affair, or a close brush with
death, can train us. Reality
says: here I am. Likewise in
a story, the truth says, here I
am, albeit in strange garb.”
And here we are.
So, to relieve your sitzfleisch,
to applaud your radical innocence, and to encourage your
brave and unusual effort, I Tap
the Gavel Three Times.
The 2014 Chautauqua season has begun.
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Brokaw
from page 1

Rosenblatt, a Chautauqua
favorite, will be in conversation with a different member of his large group of literary friends every morning
this week in the Amphitheater. The prolific author has
published 14 books, including The Boy Detective: A New
York Childhood, which was
named Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle select for 2014.
Rosenblatt thinks that
Brokaw will find “an audience wanting to have a
literary discussion on the
books that he’s written.
And I think Chautauqua
will be very pleased to see
a different side of the newsman they’ve known their
whole lives.
“He’s as good a guy as
he appears to be on television, which is saying something.”
Brokaw, who served as
the anchor and managing
editor of “NBC Nightly
News” from 1982 to 2004
and is the only person to
host all three major NBC
News programs, currently
serves as a special correspondent for NBC News. He
has published five books,
including The Greatest Generation, an homage to the
generation of Americans
who came of age during the
Great Depression and who
fought in World War II.
That generation’s ethic
inspires Brokaw. He recently traveled to Normandy to
commemorate the 70th anniversary of D-Day, and then
dedicated a new history mu-

seum in his hometown of
Pickstown, South Dakota.
Pickstown was founded just
after World War II to house
workers for the Fort Randall
Dam, one of many public
works projects funded by
the federal government and
credited with ending the
Great Depression.
Brokaw expressed admiration for the generation that not only endured
the many hardships of the
1930s and ’40s, but worked
to re-energize the nation
and rebuild its economy.
“How do we recapture
that spirit that we’re a cando, united nation, not a
can’t-do, divided nation?”
he said.
Brokaw then turned
his attention to millennials, many of whom are
the grandchildren of the
“Greatest Generation,” a
term he coined to describe
those who grew up during
the Great Depression.
“I think the younger
people are looking for
something to believe in,” he
said, noting that millennials have “seen the penalty
that has been paid by their
parents” through the economic recession and wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Brokaw remarked on the
low socioeconomic status of
most of the troops — a major difference between these
wars and World War II.
“The new generation
is saying, ‘Put your cards
on the table. Tell me why I
should care about these institutions that don’t seem
to care about me,’ ” Brokaw
said. “And I have some
thoughts about that.”
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brass
from page 1

“Our No. 1 priority is
creating a direct connection
with the audience,” Coletti
said. “We play this amazing
music really well in a way
that, even if you’ve never
heard it before, you feel like
you’ve heard it a thousand
times, while at the same time
not dumbing it down for the
people who do know it.”
Having played in the band
since September 2009, Coletti
has earned his spot among
the “world’s most famous
brass group.” After receiving his master’s degree in
trumpet performance from
The Juilliard School of Music
in 2008, he has since gone on
to record four chart-topping
albums with the quintet.
In addition to performing on the trumpet, Coletti
sheepishly admitted to being a closet soprano, a skill
he will show off by singing
one note during the quintet’s
rendition of Carmen.
The group’s devotion to
music education sets them

logan
from page 1

The group received their
opportunity after Garth
Newel board member Sarah
Hagen McWilliams put in a
recommendation to Marty
Merkley, vice president and
director of programming.
McWilliams and her family are longtime Chautauquans, and the quartet fits
well within Merkley’s overall vision for the Logan Series.
“They bring a passion, excitement and quality presentation to a variety of chamber
music composers,” Merkley said. “This start to the
chamber music season sets
the stage for an adventurous
journey from the traditional
to the contemporary.”
Along with Grau, the
quartet features violinist Teresa Ling, pianist Genevieve
Feiwen Lee, and cellist Isaac
Melamed.
Despite not always being
in the same place at the same
time, the musicians are well
acquainted with one another
— something Ling credits to
the overarching chemistry
within the group.
Grau and Ling are resident artists at Garth Newel
in Virginia, while Lee is a
professor of music at Pomona College in Claremont,
California.
Melamed began performing with the quartet seven
weeks ago, and is only the
third cellist in the group’s
history. Despite Melamed’s
recent induction to the scene,
all four feel as though they

apart from other similar
acts, as they seek to educate
music lovers of all ages about
music through personal anecdotes, master classes and
private lectures for outreach
programs.
“We’ve lost sight of the
fact that music education is
about learning something
fun,” Coletti said. “The most
important thing to learn is
how to listen to music and
experience life on a deeper
level, how to work together
on a deeper level. We think
the greatest thing is having
kids come to our show and
actually show an interest.”
And children are more
than welcome at tonight’s
recital in the Amphitheater.
According to Coletti, a Canadian Brass show is just
as exciting for an educated
audience of Classical enthusiasts as it is for a group
of 6-year-old children who
think Beethoven is a Saint
Bernard. “That’s why my job
satisfies every expectation
I’ve ever had,” Coletti said.
“I’ve found that the longer I
play with the band, the more
fun it gets. It’s just awesome.”
haven’t missed a beat since
he came on board May 1.
“Things felt so great when
we read with him,” Ling
said. “We auditioned a lot of
different cellists and when
you find that perfect chemistry, it can be really rare. We
feel like things are gelling really well.”
In keeping with Merkley’s
traditional-to-contemporary
motif, the quartet will perform Piano Quartet No. 2
in E-Flat Major by composer Antonín Dvořák, along
with less familiar pieces by
French composer Louise
Héritte-Viardot and Czech
maestro Bohuslav Martinů.
“The Viardot and the
Martinů are pieces that are
not played incredibly often,”
Ling said. “We feel like we
want to perform these wonderful little masterpieces because people don’t often hear
them. The Dvořák is just a
gorgeous piece that I think
everybody enjoys.”
Lee added that Héritte-Viardot’s Spanish Quartet, Op.
11, has an added level of modernism in that classical pieces
composed by 19th-century
women can be a rarity.
“We think it’s a real gem,”
Lee said. “It’s a very charming work, and really not
played by a lot of people.”
The group is looking forward to their Chautauqua
debut and the ability to connect with the Institution’s
patrons.
“To some extent, [Chautauqua] reflects what we do
here at Garth Newel,” Ling
said. “I think the ethos is
very similar.”

spong
from page 1

For example, the story of Jesus turning water into wine
is symbolic of the Jewish
followers of Jesus and Orthodox Jewish leaders of
the synagogue moving beyond their past divisions.
The story represents Jesus
transforming the water of
Jewish purification into
the wine of new life, Spong
said.
The Gospel of John, the
last to be written, is very different from the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark and Luke,
Spong said. Because the
Gospel of John “includes all
sorts of material that you
don’t find anywhere else”
— such as Jesus turning
water to wine and raising
Lazarus from the dead —
he argues Jesus did not say
or do anything with which
he is credited in the Fourth
Gospel. The Gospel of John,
however, does present Jesus in the most profound
way in the New Testament,
Spong said.
“I think literally it makes
no sense at all, and I think
if you get beneath it and
read it as a Jewish book, it
is a very profound piece of
literature,” Spong said.
Characteristics of Jesus
in the Fourth Gospel that
differ from in the others —
some positive differences,
some negative, Spong said
— include Jesus speaking
in long, convoluted monologues, but not giving a
parable, and Jesus having a
relationship with God different than the relationship
portrayed in the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark and Luke;
in Mark, God enters Jesus
at the time of his baptism,
but by John, Jesus is a part
of who God is, Spong said.
“Jesus does not appear to
be human at all. The tradition of the Christian faith is
that Jesus was fully human
and fully divine, but in the
Fourth Gospel it appears he
is fully divine and not human at all,” Spong said.
Additionally, Jesus is not
apprehensive about being
crucified and does not present the crucifixion as a tragedy in the Gospel of John,
as he does in Matthew and
Mark, Spong said.
“These differences mean
that it’s been looked at in
Christian history from very
different perspectives,” he
said.
Spong, 83, grew up in
Charlotte, North Carolina,
as a fundamentalist. The
older he got, however, the
more he desired to walk the
line between being a modern scholar and a Christian,
exploring the work of Einstein, Freud, Darwin and
Newton without shutting

out religion. After writing
more than 20 books, Spong
realized he had largely neglected John’s Gospel, and
while conducting research
for a different book he was
working on, he read a book
about a form of Jewish mysticism prevalent in Jewish
circles in the first century.
The Dead Sea Scrolls found
on the West Bank included
some references to Jewish
mysticism, though most
scholars didn’t previously
think this kind of mysticism existed, Spong said.
“You cannot put into
words the experience of
God that you have. It’s mystical because there are no
words to describe it and it’s
really hard to deal with,”
Spong said.
Spong said he hasn’t yet
fully planned the topic of
each of the day’s lectures,
to allow the narrative to
evolve without adhering
to a predetermined schedule. He will present bullet
points to distinguish the
Fourth Gospel from the
others, elaborating on the
points as the week progresses.
One of his lectures will
focus on the way John uses
characters, Spong said, and
how most characters in the
Gospel serve as mythological literary symbols rather
than historical figures. One
such figure is the mother of
Jesus, who is never called
Mary in the Fourth Gospel. She only appears in
two stories in the Gospel of
John — when Jesus turns
water into wine and at the
foot of the cross — however, she has never been at the
cross in any other Gospel.
John’s Gospel also includes
no birth story.
“You have to look and
see whether he’s talking
about Mary who’s the literal mother of Jesus, or the
Mary that stands for Judaism as the mother of Christianity,” Spong said.
On Friday, Spong will
address the climax of John’s
Gospel, which he argues is
the crucifixion rather than
the resurrection.
Spong does not think
John’s Gospel should be
taken literally. “You can
be truthful without being
literal,” he said. Additionally, even if Jesus did not
say or do the things written in the Fourth Gospel,
they paint an illuminating
picture upon examining
the story from a Jewish perspective, an invaluable tool
that would be lost if the
Gospel was not included in
the Bible.
“I think you’d lose the
most profound portrait
of Jesus that you’ve got,”
Spong said. “I really think
the book is a profound
piece of work.”
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‘Literary change
agent’ to lead special
2-day workshop on
publishing industry
to make the best decision
for them.”
The second day of the
If you’re an author, April workshop, called “DesignEberhardt is all about you.
ing a Realistic Strategy for
Her mission statement Writing,” will help students
is clear: “I’m effecting and find ways to carve out time
encouraging change in the for their writing. Eberhardt
publishing industry on the said that a lot of writers
behalf of authors,” Eber- today have many differhardt said. Her main goal is ent roles that can take time
“to help authors be
away from writing.
published well and
“So it’s really a
profitably in whatway to think about
ever way makes the
how an author can
most sense,” she
carve out time for
said.
him- or herself to
A self-described
make progress in
“literary
change
their writing and
agent” and “auhow they can dethor
advocate,” eberhardt
fine success,” EberEberhardt
feels
hardt said. “Success
that there has been
could be anything
a shift in the publishing from being published to
industry away from sup- simply finishing a short stoporting authors. “To me, in ry. But it’s really about how
many ways, the publishing you define success, how
business has been geared you fit writing into your life
much more toward pub- and then how you achieve
lishers and how publishers that success.”
make money,” Eberhardt
Eberhardt took what she
said. “And while I’m all for described as “kind of a cirthat, my first priority is ac- cuitous route” to her career
tually the author: how the in the publishing industry.
author gets published — She started out in managegets published well — and ment consulting and stratefeels a sense of satisfaction.” gy, but decided she wanted
Eberhardt will lead a a change.
special two-day workshop
Through a series of conat the Chautauqua Writers’ tacts, she ended up workCenter during Week One ing at Zoetrope: All-Story, a
called “The New Era of literary magazine founded
Publishing: An Agent’s Per- by Francis Ford Coppola
spective.” Her workshop and Adrienne Brodeur. One
has its sessions from 3:30 of Eberhardt’s colleagues at
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday the magazine left to start a
and Wednesday in the Lit- career as a literary agent,
erary Arts Center Ballroom. which
Eberhardt
said
Eberhardt’s workshop sparked her own interest in
will focus on the numer- the field.
ous ways that authors can
This will be Eberhardt’s
get published in today’s in- first time at the Institution.
dustry, how to find the best
“I’ve been looking forpublishing fit for each indi- ward to this for years,” Ebvidual student and how to erhardt said.
create time for writing in a
She was first introduced
busy schedule.
to Chautauqua through
The first day of the work- Ken Sherman, a friend and
shop, called “The Many collaborator. Eberhardt said
Pathways to Publishing,” Sherman “sang its praises,”
will give students an over- and that he also put her in
view of the many options touch with Clara Silveravailable to them today. stein, program director of
Eberhardt said the first day the Writers’ Center.
“will cover all of the differEberhardt is excited for
ent ways that authors can her time in Chautauqua
be published now, ranging and to meet her students.
from traditional publish“Everyone has a story,
ing to self-publishing and and people who are strivincluding many gradations ing to tell their stories are
in between. Then, I will top of the list in terms of
discuss the pros and cons interest to me,” Eberhardt
of each approach so that au- said. “So I get to meet dethors have a clear sense of lightful people, each of
what each approach entails whom has a story, each of
and what sorts of questions whom is passionate about
they need to ask themselves telling that story.”
Ryan pait
Staff Writer
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Women’s advocate Wilson to reflect
on social and gender inequality
deborah trefts
Staff Writer

When Marie Wilson sees the TV commercial “Got Milk?,” she thinks, “Got
Women?” As an example of women’s
critical role in decision-making, Wilson
pointed to the recent Congressional debt
ceiling crisis.
“It was the women who sat down and
got people from both parties to keep us
from going over the financial cliff,” she
said.
At 1 p.m. today in the Chautauqua
Women’s Club, Wilson will be kicking
off the sixth annual speaker program for
the Professional Women’s Network. She
is an award-winning, entrepreneurial
political organizer, women’s advocate
and author. One of her go-to phrases is
“leading from the foot of the table.”
Wilson said that skills developed
from this perspective have prepared
women for leadership, and that they
need to work differently than men.
For Wilson, one of the most important stories in the United States today is
that of inequality and how it is being addressed.
“The gender gap is about women and
education and equality issues; education
is No. 1,” she said.
Wilson noted that in the past, women
weighed in powerfully on inequality —
including at Chautauqua — during the
women’s suffrage movement.
“Our country believes we’ve changed
women and therefore the nation,” Wilson said. “Oh my, isn’t that great. Women hold 17 or 18 percent of the leadership
positions overall. No, it’s a shame.”
According to the Inter-Parliamentary
Union, as of May 1, 2014, the United States
tied with San Marino at 84th worldwide
in the number of women serving in national parliaments. Until more women
hold leadership positions in government,
inequality will persist, Wilson said.
Wilson’s passion for initiating conversations about the role of women in positions of political leadership, in particu-

KATIE McLEAN | Daily file photo

Marie Wilson speaks in 2013 in the Hall of
Philosophy on the importance of getting
women into more leadership roles.

lar, stems from this conviction. “Where
we’re really stuck is social policy, so we
need women in politics,” she said.
Wilson cited The Athena Doctrine:
How Women (and the Men Who Think Like
Them) Will Rule the Future, by John Gerzema and Michael D’Antonio to further
her claim:
“Among 64,000 people surveyed in 13
nations, two-thirds feel the world would
be a better place if men thought more
like women,” according to the book.
“Many things are being done right now
to bring men along. They range from
men signing pledges to abstain from
all-male panels, to more attention being paid to women on boards, to the
creation of women’s programs, websites
and popular TV series. Via shorts, documentaries and feature films, the Film
Festival at Barnard College, where Wilson is the Athena Fellow, has for four
years celebrated women’s leadership in
real life and fiction.”
After Gloria Steinem and Marlo
Thomas founded the Ms. Foundation for
Women in 1973, Wilson led the Foundation as executive director for 20 years.
As part of her tenure, she co-created
Take Our Daughters (and now also Our

Sons) to Work Day in 1993. For decades,
she has transformed conversations and
theories into effective action. Several of
the initiatives noted above were inspired
by a non-profit she founded in 1998, the
White House Project, on gender-balance
in U.S. government, institutions and
corporations to advance women’s leadership in every sector. It is perhaps best
known for its “Vote, Run, Lead” training
and networking program for engaging
women in the political process as voters,
activists and political candidates.
Since impressing her audience with
her breadth of knowledge and sense of
humor at the Hall of Philosophy last
August as part of the Women’s Club’s
Contemporary Issues Forum, she has
been thinking and writing about the
discrepancy between perception and reality — an endeavor that resulted in her
new book, Getting Big: Reimagining the
Women’s Movement.
Wilson said her concerns about U.S.
social policy are based in part on personal experience.
Because of her extensive public profile, Wilson said she is often perceived
as someone who grew up with money,
though in reality, this is not the case.
Her father delivered papers and her
mother cleaned houses until a church
and caring businesses in their Atlanta
community got them out of the projects and helped them figure out how to
spend money. Wilson’s mother became a
dental hygienist. Her father, who served
in World War II, became a typesetter after securing a GI loan.
In her book Closing the Leadership
Gap: Why Women Can and Must Help Run
the World, Wilson writes that men and
women both must both be involved in
the decision-making process.
“Power sharing will provide a different voice at the table, giving women the
opportunity to shape policy in line with
our values and giving men any permission they need to bring all of themselves
to leadership, including their softer
side,” she wrote.

Martha “Petey” Tinkham Price

Milestones
in memoriam

Jack Morris
Jack Morris, 84, formerly of West Seneca, New York, and
longtime Chautauquan, died peacefully on Nov. 1, 2013, in
his home in Sarasota, Florida.
Jack was born in Lancaster, New York, on Dec. 12, 1928, of
George and Ethel (Osborne) Morris. He grew up in Ebenezer
(now West Seneca), New York, and graduated from Ebenezer
School. Jack studied law at the University of Buffalo, eventually receiving his Juris Doctorate. He married Barbara Nash
in 1953 and they had four children. He practiced law and
served a term as town attorney in West Seneca, where he was
also a member of the Lions Club, the Chamber of Commerce,
the Shriner’s Club and the Vigilante Volunteer Fire Department. Jack was also a building contractor. He designed housing subdivisions and owned various real estate properties,
traveling yearly to Florida to purchase and renovate old hotels for resale.
Jack discovered Chautauqua Institution in 1971. He purchased a cottage there in 1972, and served for a time as
president of the Chautauqua Property Owners Association.
During this same time period Jack also purchased a 240-acre
farm in Sherman, and as weekend farmer, raised beef cattle
and pigs. The farm was destroyed in 1983 by a tornado.
Retiring from his practice in West Seneca at age 55, Jack
moved to Westfield and worked as legal consultant in the
oil and gas drilling field, finally retiring to Ormond Beach,
Florida. Jack lived thereafter for many years seasonally migrating between Florida and Chautauqua.
When Barbara died in 1999, Jack created a scholarship
fund in her name to support a cello student each summer
at Chautauqua. He subsequently established a close friendship with Jo-An Webb, another seasonal migrator between
Florida and Chautauqua, and moved from Ormond Beach to
Sarasota to be closer to Jo-An.
Jack was a loving husband and father with a keen mind,
shrewd and capable business sense, and many interests. He
is survived by his daughters Deborah J. Oliver and Barbara
A. Schley and sons J. Bradford Morris and Robert A. Morris, with their spouses and children. He has 16 grandchildren
and 15 great-grandchildren.

Martha “Petey” Tinkham Price, of Chautauqua, who
was born on June 19, 1926, died on Sunday, Oct. 6, 2013,
surrounded by her loving family.
A native of Jamestown, she is the daughter of Norman
M. and Martha Dibert Tinkham.
She attended Euclid Avenue and
Washington Junior High School in
town and Chatham Hall secondary
school in Virginia. She matriculated
at Smith College in Massachusetts,
where she spent two years before
her marriage to Samuel P. Price of
Jamestown on Oct. 12, 1946.
Petey and Sam raised a family
of six children and now have 19
grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. Petey’s focus in life was
her husband and her children; her price
career was as a wife and mother
which she came by naturally and
did superbly.
The recipients of her love and care whether family or her
hosts of friends were enriched and supported beyond measure. She had a great love for Chautauqua Institution, where
she spent summers from 1967 to 1983, when Chautauqua became her permanent residence. She was a member of the
Friends of Smith Library and the Chautauqua Literary and
Scientific Circle, and she enjoyed attending the many cultural offerings at Chautauqua, especially dance programs,
lectures and movies. She was a familiar figure walking the
grounds.
Petey lavished her sparkling enthusiasm for life on her
large family, wide circle of cherished friends, and the person next to her on a plane or in a post office line. She was
an avid reader, intellectually alive, a lover of fresh air and
gardening, the maker of the best comfort food anywhere,
and, as her husband Sam coined her (and a 1,001 recipients
can attest) a “world-class hugger.”
To the end of her life she exhibited a keen interest in the
people around her and had a rich fund of stories made possible by her remarkable memory. Especially to her family,
she is simply a gift, a bottomless source of hope in life’s
goodness. Her husband Sam often remarked that marrying
Petey was the best decision he ever made.
Petey was preceded in death by her parents and her
sister Mary Doolittle, and is survived by her six children:
Clark (Charlene) Price of Rochester; Marty Young of Rochester; Tom (Barbi) Price of Chautauqua; Sam (Anita) Price
Jr. of Jamestown; Theo (Dustin) Nelson of Bemus Point; and
Norman (Hei-Ja Martin) Price of Amherst, Massachusetts.
Surviving grandchildren are: Vanessa Sanchez, Samuel C.
Price, Emily Hicks and Kathryn P. Price; Sarah Young, Nathan P. Young and Berit T. Young; Elizabeth Kasbar, Margaret Adler, Penfield C. Price and Coco Price; Alexandra
Price, Samuel P. Price III and Molly M. Price; Sophie Nelson,
Dustin Nelson Jr. and Wilson P. Nelson; Charlotte R. Price
and Owen M. Price.
A private family graveside service was held at the Chautauqua Cemetery. A service to celebrate Petey’s life will be
held at 2 p.m. Sunday, June 29, in the Hall of Philosophy.
The family suggests that memorials be made to the Chautauqua Region Community Foundation, the Chautauqua
Foundation, the James Prendergast Library Association or
to a charity of choice.
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Visual Arts

VACI lectures begin
with ceramist’s talk
on design processes
karly buntich
Staff Writer

In China, each communal
dish in a traditional family
meal adorns the table deliberately, each bowl of food fulfilling a role as one fragment
of the whole meal. Ceramist
Paul Donnelly found these
meals to be a perfect illustration of utility and design.
This style of eating influenced the way he thought
about the function of objects,
he said.
“It allowed me to think
about service sets inspired
by their culture — the family-style dinner, sitting down
as a group in a circle and
how the food would rotate
around this big table,” Donnelly said.
When Donnelly returned
home to the United States,
both the techniques and the
production processes of the
Chinese ceramists stayed
with him. In China, each
ceramics factory specializes

in a different step of the process.
“If you want something
glazed, you go to the glaze
person,” he said. “If you want
something fired you have to
go to the kiln person.”
Donnelly plans to discuss
this unique design process
in his 7 p.m. lecture at the
Hultquist Center. He will
also articulate his ideas of
techniques and design concepts in the lens of “East
meets West,” he said.
Donnelly believed his
style ideas differed from
many traditional potters.
“As a potter, I’m not
someone that has one way of
making something, as most
traditional potters are in the
United States,” he said. “My
work is never really about
any one thing, it’s more of a
variety of ideas mashed into
the work.”
One unique aspect of his
process is the computer programming he uses to design
prototypes of his pieces. The

program, called Rhinoceros,
helps him scale individual
parts of his creations in relation to the others.
“This centerpiece I made
is basically eight components that array in a circle,”
he said. “They’re dishes
meant for a buffet, and the
center is a flower vase. I
could not have designed that
by hand.”
The program helps him
envision both how his pieces
can be presented and also
how they will operate when
finished.
“I can design a piece and
look at the whole thing in
three dimensions and kind
of get an idea for the scale
and heights of the objects,”
Donnelly said. “Then, I can
come back and reproduce
those objects by making prototypes and making molds.”
The ceramist will also
delve into the how the sentiments people associate with
an object can change with
use over a period of time.

Provided Photo

Paul Donnelly will discuss the functionality of and process behind his ceramic work at 7 p.m. today
in the Hultquist Center.

When people take an object
into their homes and lives,
he said, the object becomes
infused with new meaning
as it used — whether for a
fancy holiday party or a casual weeknight meal.
“One of the nice things
about a functional object
is that a person can make a

connection with it, or possibly with the maker, or it can
be a representation of a certain period of time or specific
event in their lives,” he said.
Donnelly said his goal
is to create powerful pieces
with which people will foster bonds that go beyond
emotional ties.

“That’s what I find interesting about ceramics,” he
said. I hope the work is diverse enough so that people
can use it on an everyday
basis or for a special occasion
and start to develop a relationship to the work where
it takes on a new meaning in
their lives.”

From the archives: Designer Dunn details Lake Course layout
Editor’s Note: To celebrate
Chautauqua Golf Club’s centennial, the Daily each Monday
will feature an article from our
archives highlighting the club’s
first year and landmark events in
its history.
The Golf Course
For years it has been admitted that women and
children had everything
they could wish for at Chautauqua but some men who
could not participate in baseball or gymnastics, rowing
and swimming and fishing,
said more attention should
be paid to men and their
desires. It was decided last
season to establish a golf
course te [sic] Chautauqua.
For this purpose a portion
of the Chautauqua Farm
was set aside and work has
been vigorously progressing completing the links in
time for this season. The last
interview had with Mr. Seymour Dunn, golf expert of
Lake Placid Club, who is in
charge of the Chautauqua
golf course, gave the interesting information that the
work is progressing finely.
Water has been piped to the
putting greens, insuring
an abundance of grass, and
Mr. Dunn said he felt sure
the course will be in good
condition by July 15th and

Golf Memorabilia
Vintage equipment is on
display at the Learning Center
and at the Visitors Center.
Vintage pictures are displayed
at the Visitors Center, the Main
Gate Welcome Center, the
Colonnade, the Athenaeum
Hotel and the Pro Shop.

Centennial
Celebration
From the Daily Archives

if possible he hopes to give
an exhibition match to some
Chautauqua golfer at that
time.
The undulation of the
ground is ideal, the space
abundant, scenery magnificent, air very bracing, soil
excellent and the latter will
ensure a splendid turf.
The course:
First hole—500 yards, bogey 5. A splendid hole for the
start, slightly down hill all
the way, with a clear sweep
one ought to get 250 yards
on their drive, then a brassey
shot of 225 yards and a pitch
across the ditch guarding the
green. A hole of this character can not very well cause
congestion at the start as it
offers the quickest possible

Courtesy of Chautauqua Institution Archives

A Chautauqua Golf Club patron tees off in this photo from 1915.

getaway.”
No. 2.—470 yards, bogey
5. An ideal two shot hole
for the crack player. A drive
of 250 yards and a brassey
of 220 yards will reach the
green, and two putts will
make a perfect par 4.
No. 3.—330 yards, bogey
4. The object in the tee shot is
not so much distance as position for the second, which
is a very difficult approach
of about 130 yards, across a
ravine to the green, which is
guarded on all four sides, the
reservoir on the left, out of

bounds on the right, the ravine in front and a trap hazard at the rear.
No. 4.—250 yards, bogey
4. A chance for a very long
drive to reach the green with
reservoir as a hazard to be
crossed directly in front of
the tee. A duffer’s tee will be
placed on the other side of
the reservoir for beginners.
No. 5.—A splendid two
shot hole, 380 yards, bogey
4. A slightly raised up hill
drive of 220 yards will place
the hole exactly within iron
range. Slices will be looked

after by the woods; and a
hazard guarding the front of
the green, will make it necessary to pitch the approach.
No. 6.—560 yards, bogey 6. Another delight for
the mighty swiper, a good
drive will get 250 yards and
a brassey second should get
the same, but care must be
taken on the second shot to
keep within the boundary
fence on the right and out of
the ditch on the left. A pitch
approach across another
ditch makes it a splendid
hole.

No. 7.—The short hole,
only 120 yard, bogey 3, up
into a table green which is
entirely surrounded by hazards. From the tee the player
is faced by a huge sand hazard ten feet high, at the top
of which begins the putting
green. A very clean cut shot
is necessary to make and
hold the green.
No. 8.—330 yards, bogey 4. Across the ditch, and
followed by a running approach to the green which
calls for judgment in borrowing from the side hill.
No. 9.—510 yards, bogey
4. The hardest hole of all and
a long one for the hard hitter. 225 yards across a sand
hazard and up a hill, then
another up hill brassey shot
and a pitch over the hazard
up onto the terrace green in
front of the club house.
Total length of the course
3,450 yards, bogey 40, and
it will take absolutely firstclass golf to do it. On the other hand, the average golfer
certainly ought to be able to
do a 50.

» on the grounds

VISITORS CENTER
The Visitors Center
located in the Post Office
Building on Bestor Plaza
provides first-time visitors
with general information
about Chautauqua
programming, history
and accommodations,
plus help with getting
acclimated to the
Institution’s grounds.
Hours are 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. Sunday to
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 7:30
p.m. Friday, and 1 p.m. to
5 p.m. Saturday.
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TRUST GOD TO CHANGE WEEDS INTO WHEAT

“I

am a Southerner, and to be a Southerner means
difference hurt another person. He urged the legislature to
that I love stories and love to tell stories. The late
take a stand and to pass the bill,” Adams said. “A weed can
Jim Townsend, founder of Atlanta Magazine, said
become wheat just like that. God’s power works in us so that
you did not have to read many books by Southwe can do more than we are able to do or think.”
erners. The plot could be summed up in one sentence: ‘On
Before the service, Chautauqua President Thomas M.
the night the hogs ate Willy, Papa died when he heard what
Becker opened the 141st season with three taps of the gavel.
Mama said to Sister.’ ”
In his short speech, “Here We Are,” he said that ChautauThus began the Rev. Joanna M. Adams’ sermon, “Don’t
qua called people to think hard about the complex nuances
Pull the Weeds,” at the Sunday Morning Service of Worship
of what it means to be human. Chautauqua challenges peoCOLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT
and Sermon. Adams, whose selected Scripture was Matthew
ple to consider the new, to take chances, to find a personal
24: 13-30, 36-43, is chaplain for Week One at Chautauqua.
better off without the troublemakers — those who are argu- sense of promise and to recover “radical innocence with the
Adams began her sermon by describing the First Presbyappetites of a child.” Chautauqua is a place for radical enterian Church in Atlanta as a “sturdy brick church with a mentative and seem to be weeds — Adams urged the congregagement, a “rarity and an unusual quality in our time.”
gation
to
be
cautious.
picture_postcard lawn.” But in the spring the lawn was a sea
Becker introduced the Institution senior staff, and then
“Extremists,
who
believe
they
have
a
mandate
from
God
of dandelions. “The lawn had everything you don’t want exrecognized the Board of Trustees, who volunteer time to govto
destroy
God’s
enemies,
are
the
most
dangerous
force
in
the
cept kudzu,” she said.
She called the property chair, who she jested had held the world today,” she said. “Maybe, in a polarized world with re- ern Chautauqua. He honored three members who are leavposition “since the Revolution,” and said that something had ligious excess, we should cool it a little and trust God more.” ing the board at the end of the season, Jason Phillips, Jim
Adams quoted Martin Luther King Jr. and said that God’s Groninger and John Viehe.
to be done. He told her to calm down, that when the lawn
With quiet ease and pastoral authority, the Rev. Robert
purpose
is redemption and the road to redemption is reconwas mowed no one would be able to tell. It would be cut close
M.
Franklin began his tenure as the pastor of Chautauqua.
ciliation.
and all that people would see was green.
“We should put down our self-conceit and not feel supe- Franklin became head of the Department of Religion in
“I wanted to take up a special collection, kill the weeds
and plant grass seed,” she said. “I wanted to be a killer of the rior to others,” she said. “Only God knows what is useful for January.
Franklin thanked his staff — Maureen Rovegno, Nancy
weeds. Yet, Jesus told a story in which weeds are prominent, peace and reconciliation. Sometimes I am wheat and sometimes I am a weed.
Roberts, Jared Jacobsen and Bill and Maggie Brockman — for
a parable of the Kingdom of
their help in his transition.
Heaven. The weeds are not
Franklin introduced five
just weeds; they represent all
members of the International
that works against the purOrder of the King’s Daughposes of God.
ters and Sons, who will serve
“The Son of God is the
as Scripture readers during
sower who sows good seed,
the next four weeks. Two
the wheat in the Biblical story,” she continued. “The enare from Lebanon, one from
emy comes at night and sows
Hong Kong and one each
weeds. Not until springtime,
from Mississippi and Texas.
when the plants come up,
He also introduced the
do the servants realize that
Abrahamic Program for
everything is a mixed-up
Young Adults coordinators
mess.”
for the summer. They include
The servants go to the
Jewish coordinator Yael Almaster and ask where the
MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer len, Christian coordinator
weeds came from. The masAlma Gast, female Muslim
ter says the enemy sowed The Rev. Joanna M. Adams, interim senior pastor at First Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, delivers the first sermon of the 2014 Chautauqua coordinator Amber Muhamseason Sunday morning in the Amphitheater. Her topic was “Don’t Pull the Weeds.”
them. The servants ask if
mad and male Muslim coorthey should pull them up.
dinator Kaiser Aslam.
The master says no, because if they do they will pull up the
“Sometimes the hard work I do is not useful but others
James Pardo, president of the Chautauqua Institution
wheat with them. He tells them to wait until harvest time do not know that the work they did brought about trans- Board of Trustees, read the Scripture. Pardo, his wife, Mary,
and then the weeds can be separated from the wheat and formation,” she added. “In the story of the last judgment in and their daughters first began coming to Chautauqua in the
bundled up and burned.
Matthew 25, people asked, ‘When did I see you naked and early 1990s. Pardo has been on the board of trustees since
“The master is confident that what he planted will come clothed you?’ They did not know they had helped the Lord
2006.
to harm if the weeds are pulled too soon. The enemy will by helping others.”
The opening worship service of the season includes a time
get them stuffed up his shirt because they will be burned
Weeds can become wheat, she said.
to remember Chautauquans who have died since the beginfor kindling. It is not Christian but it sounds sweet to me,”
“Any weed can become wheat through the power of God, ning of the previous season. After a time of reflection led by
Adams said. “The master can transform evil into energy that
that is why Jesus came.”
Franklin, trumpeter James Paterniti played “Taps.”
God can use.”
She told the story of the passage of the first hate crimes
Jared Jacobsen, organist and coordinator of worship, diAdams said she struggled with the text.
legislation in the United States by the state of Georgia.
rected
the Chautauqua Choir. The prelude was “Vision of
“If the weeds are not separated from the wheat, won’t the
Dan Ponder Jr., a state representative supporting the leg- the Eternal Church” by Olivier Messiaen. The hymn-anthem
weeds do the wheat harm?” she said.
islation, spoke to the bill, noting that his family had owned was “Upon This Rock” by John Ness Beck. The choir anthem,
Adams then contended that the lesson of the text is that
slaves and the his great-grandfather had fought on the Con- “Abide with Me” was written by William Henry Monk and
this new life will be all right.
federate side in the Civil War. He talked about how his third Henry Francis Lyte and arranged by Molly Ijames. The of“I belong to a denomination [Presbyterian Church USA]
grade class had cheered when they learned that John F. Ken- fertory anthem was “How Excellent Thy Name” by Howard
that is in a world of hurt,” she said. “We just concluded our
General Assembly and we argued over many things. Some nedy had been assassinated and that his fraternity in college Hanson. The postlude was “Final” from Symphonie I, vi, by
Louis Vierne.
people are thrilled with our decisions and some are saying had ostracized gay men.
He told about waiting for the bus to go to school and, as
The Geraldine M. and Frank E. McElree Jr. Chaplaincy
it is time to leave because those others are taking the church
the African-American woman who worked for his family Fund and the Dr. William N. Jackson Religious Initiative
to perdition.”
Although people might think the denomination would be and helped to raise him approached one morning, he turned Fund provide support for this week’s services.
his cheek so she could not kiss him in public.
“He regretted that act and on the day she was buried he
» on the grounds
pledged that he would never again let prejudice, hate or in-

Morning Worship

LAND & BUILDING

Building permits must be obtained from the Community
Services/Operations Office (716-357-6245) for all interior
and exterior work. To maintain Chautauqua’s contemplative
atmosphere, construction without Institution permission is
prohibited during the summer season. House trailers, mobile
homes or camper-type trailers or other similar types of movable
structures may not be used as living quarters on the grounds or
in Institution parking lots.

We carry a wonderful selection of beautiful and useful
products from companies such as Ten Thousand
Villages and Minga Fair Trade. Come relax in our shop
and browse our offerings from all over the world.
We carry sculptures, baskets, scarves, soaps, musical
instruments, wall hangings and so much more.

A shop dedicated to the
principles of fair trade:
• Creating Opportunities for Economically Disadvantaged
Producers
• Transparency and Accountability
• Payment of a Fair Price
• Ensuring no Child Labor and Forced Labor
• Commitment to Non-Discrimination, Gender Equity and
Freedom of Association
• Ensuring Good Working Conditions
• Respect for the Environment

Located down the steps on the west side of the
Colonnade at the corner of Ames and Pratt
Open from 9 to 5 daily during the Chautauqua Season
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Classified

BOAT RENTALS

CONDOS FOR RENT

FOR SALE

2015 SEASON

Power + Pontoon, Fishing,
Boats, Kayacks and Pedal
Boats. Chautauqua Marina
716-753-3913

CANCELLATION: Weeks 2-6,
2013 AVAILABLE! Tastefully
decorated 1 bedroom luxury
condo blends Victorian ambiance with modern amenities
(AC, dishwasher, washer/dryer,
elevator). Private 28’ porch.
Steps from lake, amphitheater,
Athenaeum. 15 Simpson.
REDUCED

LAKE FRONT Land For Sale.
WeWanChu.com
LIKE NEW - Sligh Grandfather
C l o c k , c h e r r y, C i r c a 1 9 9 7 .
$1500, Call 716-485-1386

ST. ELMO large, first floor
1-bedroom with porch on Ames
side. Available 2015 Weeks 1-5
( $ 11 , 0 0 0 ) a n d W e e k s 8 - 9
($4,400). Call 216-926-3240 or
email cjh17@cox.net

HOUSES FOR RENT

Services

APARTMENTS FOR
RENT
GREAT LOCATION, conviently
located studio apartment
available for rent weeks 2,3,4,5.
724-601-9299
WEEK 2, 1st Floor, 1 BR. A/C,
WiFi. W/D. 36 Foster. 716-3573332

EVENTS
PEO Tuesday Lunch- Bring
Your “Brown Bag” to Carol’s at
12:15 at #1 MorrisU p s t a i r s ( A b o v e Va c a t i o n
Properties)

2 BEDROOM 2 Bath with pullout sleeper in family room on
Chautauqua Lake. Private boat
dock/lift. $1,500/ week.
814-397-3390

TO ADVERTISE 716-357-6206
Goldman to present for EJLCC during Week One
Ari Goldman, a former
New York Times reporter and
currently a professor at Columbia University, will lead
programs today and Tuesday at the Everett Jewish Life
Center at Chautauqua.
In today’s program, Goldman will explore the origins
of the Kol Nidre, the opening
declaration of the Yom Kippur service, and the controversies that have accompanied it since it was written
1,000 years ago, in a 3:30 p.m.
lecture at the EJLCC.
Sampling some of the cantorial melodies used to chant

Kol Nidre, Goldman will
trace how the prayer made
its way into the classical repertoire through the works
of such composers as Max
Bruch and Arnold Schoenberg. His lecture will include
excerpts of recorded music.
He will sign copies of his
book, The Late Starters Orchestra, following the lecture, at 4:45 p.m.
Goldman will also discuss “Jews in the News: How
the Media Covers Israel and
the Jews” in a Brown Bag
talk at 12:15 p.m. Tuesday at
the EJLCC, examining the

outsized interest in the press
in Israel and Jewish affairs.
Goldman began at Columbia University in 1993 after spending 20 years at the
Times, most of it as a religion
writer.
At Columbia, he teaches
the popular “Covering Religion” seminar that in recent
years has taken students to Israel, Jordan, Russia, Ukraine,
India and Ireland. Goldman
also serves as director of the
Scripps Howard Program in
Religion, Journalism and the
Spiritual Life. Through his
teaching and his travels, he

has taught a generation of
religion writers.
In addition to Goldman’s
programs, a repeat screening of “Nora’s Will,” the first
film in the 2014 Jewish Film
Series, will take place at
3:30 p.m. Wednesday at the
EJLCC.
In this unique comedy,
one woman’s eternal lover
reaches out from the grave
to her family’s lost faith,
providing a welcome touch
to the Passover holiday. The
film was voted Mexico’s Best
Picture of 2010.

PNC supports
Brokaw at
Chautauqua

Up in the air

Carson QuirÓs
Staff Writer

Smucker Fund supports Rosenblatt’s weeklong residency
The Emily and Richard
Smucker Endowment Fund
sponsors the residency this
week of Roger Rosenblatt.
The Smuckers established this endowment with
the Chautauqua Foundation
in 2007 to bring speakers to
the grounds for longer periods of time to allow them
to participate more fully in
the community’s dialogue
about the week’s theme.
Emily Smucker is an ac-

tive volunteer in the couple’s
hometown of Medina, Ohio,
and serves as a director at
the Institute for American
Values. She and her husband Richard, both graduates of Miami University
(Ohio), were introduced to
Chautauqua in the early ‘70s
by friends. They became
property owners in 1991.
Richard is president and
CEO of The J. M. Smucker
Company, makers of the

leading U.S. brand of jams,
jellies and preserves. He is
the great-grandson of J.M.
(Jerome Monroe) Smucker,
who founded the company
bearing his name in Orrville, Ohio, in 1897. Richard
received an MBA from the
Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. In
addition to serving on the
Board of Smucker’s, Richard is a director of SherwinWilliams Company.

Martin Lectureship supports Spong’s Week One lectures
The Eileen and Warren
Martin Lectureship Fund
for Emerging Studies in
Bible and Theology endowment sponsors the 2 p.m. Interfaith Lecture Series presented by John Shelby Spong
throughout Week One.
Warren Martin established this permanent endowment fund in 2007 to
enhance lectures sponsored
by the Department of Religion on topics of emerging
and/or cutting-edge studies
of the Bible and theology,
with the ultimate goal of encouraging new understanding of previous scholarship.
Inspiration from the lectures of many theologians
such as Marcus Borg and
John Dominic Crossan
ignited the Martins’ interest
in creating an annual lectureship to support progressive thought in the field of
religion.
Although Eileen McCann
Martin died in 2005, Warren’s gift, like every other
aspect of his life, was made

in tandem with the lively
girl he met in the seventh
grade in Sharpsville, Pennsylvania.
After becoming the first
high school graduate on
either side of his family,
Warren held a brief stint as
a house painter and a clerk
in the steel construction department at Westinghouse.
He completed three years
of college work in 15 months
by graduating from Washington & Jefferson College
in the class of 1943, beginning seminary studies that
year at Western Theological
Seminary, an antecedent of
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.
Following
graduation,
Warren served the Presbyterian Church for 38 years,
pastoring local congregations in Butler County,
Reynoldsville, Apollo and
Beaver, all in Pennsylvania,
and working for 10 years in
the development office of
the seminary.
Eileen, in the meantime,

stayed at home until the
youngest of their four children started school, and
then earned her bachelor’s
degree in education. She
taught third- and fourthgraders for 21 years. The
couple retired in 1983, and
the years that followed a
llowed
for
travel,
volunteering, hobbies and
Chautauqua.
Warren is a self-proclaimed mechanic by nature, a draftsman by trade
and a preacher by calling,
who currently lives at the
Tel Hai Retirement Community in Honey Brook, Pennsylvania, and looks forward
to his usual one-week trek to
Chautauqua each year.
If you would be interested
in discussing the possibility
of establishing an endowment
to support the interfaith lecture series or another aspect of
Chautauqua’s program, please
contact Karen Blozie at 3576244 or email her at kblozie@
ciweb.org.
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2014 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Don Rapp, 85, juggles at Miller Park on Thursday. A juggler of 73 years, Rapp has visited Chautauqua
for 18 seasons and spends time at Boys’ and Girls’ Club teaching young Chautauquans the craft.

This season marks the
19th year that PNC Financial Services Group Inc. has
joined Chautauqua Institution in celebrating PNC Day.
Throughout this longstanding partnership, PNC
has helped underwrite a
variety of lectures and performances, including author Dan Brown; former
president of Sesame Workshop Gary Knell; actor and
author Alan Alda; and the
commissioner of the National
Football
League,
Roger
Goodell,
among
others. This morning, PNC
will sponsor the program
featuring
author
Roger
Rosenblatt snf newsman Tom
Brokaw at 10:45 a.m. in the
Amphitheater.
Headquartered in Pittsburgh, PNC Bank is one of
the nation’s largest diversified financial services organizations, and provides retail
and business banking; residential mortgage banking;
specialized services for corporations and government
entities, including corporate
banking, real estate finance
and asset-based lending;
wealth management and asset management.
“PNC recognizes the rich,
cultural energy the Chautauqua Institution brings to
the region and our customers look forward to spending time here whether at
the informative lectures,
concerts, or just relaxing on
the grounds,” said Marlene
Mosco, regional president
of Northwest Pennsylvania
PNC. “In the hurried world
we live in, Chautauqua provides the opportunity to
learn, reflect and relax in a
beautiful atmosphere, reminiscent of days gone by.”

6/21

» on the grounds

Bus and tram
routes
Bus and tram routes and
schedules are available
at information desks at
the Main Gate Welcome
Center, the Colonnade
lobby and the new Visitors
Center on Bestor Plaza.

» on the grounds

We Goofed
The Daily mistakenly ran answers for the June 21 Sudoku without
the actual puzzle in our last edition. We apologize for the error.
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RELIGION

APYA BUILDS FRIENDSHIPS AND BREAKS BUBBLES
ordinator, Gast said she continues to improve her ability
to express her passion for her
own faith and her fervor for
interfaith work. She just finished her second year at the
Lutheran School of Theology
at Chicago where she is pursuing a Master of Divinity.
After the season, she will go
on to a yearlong internship
at a parish, and hopes to become ordained as a pastor
in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.

KELSEY HUSNICK
Staff Writer

Growth, exposure, inclusion and bubble bursting.
These are just some of the
things this year’s four Abrahamic Program for Young
Adults coordinators are hoping to get out of their summer at Chautauqua Institution.
For nine seasons, APYA
has brought together four
coordinators from each of
the Abrahamic faiths — Judaism, Christianity and one
male and one female representing Islam. The program, directed by Maureen
Rovegno, associate director
of the Department of Religion, was established as an
interfaith initiative in 2006 in
order to promote a harmonic
environment for people of all
faiths on the grounds. APYA
aims to show how students
of different faiths and religious traditions can coexist in not only peaceful, but
genuinely deep and beautiful ways.
Barely 48 hours after
meeting each other, Yael Allen (Judaism), Alma Gast
(Christianity), Amber Muhammad (Islam) and Kaiser
Aslam (Islam) were giggling
as they informed Rovegno
that Muhammad bought a
pair of Vibram FiveFingers
toe shoes the night before because the other three coordinators all owned a pair and
she couldn’t be left out of the
group. They laughed as they
imagined scenarios where
the four of them traipsed
across the grounds in their
shoes, saying that’s what
they’d be known by — the
APYA coordinators in their
toe shoes. The four seemed
to click instantly, and one
would guess the four had
known each other for weeks,
not days, by the ease with
which they interact.
That’s the magic of APYA.
Each of the coordinators
believes very deeply in his
or her own faith, yet they are
accepting of each other and
aspire to learn about each
other’s traditions while simultaneously sharing their
own.
This is Gast’s second season as an APYA coordinator.
Her first season was in 2010.
“I’ve come back, and time
and time again this group
of coordinators is generally
an amazing group of young
people who are passionate
about their faith, but also
passionate about interfaith,”
Gast said. “We are very committed to our own faith traditions and want to do interfaith out of that, which is a
very important distinction to
make when doing interfaith
work.”
Each of them acknowledges that he or she comes
from a type of religious bubble that they need to break
out of, and that’s part of why
they’re here.
Saving everyone a seat
Allen just finished her
chaplaincy residence at Stanford Hospital & Clinics in
California, and will go on to
an advanced practice chaplaincy fellowship in the fall
after the season. Before that,
Allen served AmeriCorps,
working as an elementary
school teacher in Boston and
in National Civilian Community Corps, where she
was trained as a wildland
firefighter. She also pursued theological studies and
delved into texts in Jerusalem and New York City.
She holds a post-graduate
certificate in palliative care
chaplaincy, and has worked
as an interfaith and Jewish
chaplain.
“I think that for me, chaplaincy is about talking to
people about what has meaning and purpose for them,”
Allen said. She is working toward full board certification.
For Allen, Chautauqua
isn’t so much about breaking
out of a bubble, but finding a

Keeping calm breaks barriers

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

The 2014 coordinators of the Abrahamic Program for Young
Adults, clockwise from bottom right: Amber Muhammad, Alma
Gast, Kaiser Aslam and Yael Allen.

home here in one.
“This is a wonderful
model that Chautauqua has.
Some of us are working toward clergy paths, some of
us are not, and yet everyone has a seat at the table,”
she said. “I think that’s the
beauty of working with the
program here and working
with youth, but also working
with all Chautauquans. That
everyone has a place at our
table.
“What’s been so wonderful about being here and being with these people is that
I don’t feel like it has to be
an either-or. It’s a both-and.
I can be authentically Jewish here, and be in that place,
but also engage in interfaith
work,” she said. “I have opportunities here to develop
my skills working with my
tradition in an official way.
That is such a gift, and to be
with this group of people
that is all committed to their
faith, and committed to the
work of interfaith is really
wonderful.”
Back with a passion
Gast came back to Chautauqua for a visit the summer after her first year as a
coordinator. She attended
the Sunday worship in the
Amphitheater, and she and
Rovegno both recall the
moment Gast knew these

grounds were home.
“We start the sermon
with ‘Holy, Holy, Holy,’
and she was in eye view,”
Rovegno said. “We stood up,
the organ peels out and that
3,000 congregation just starts
bellowing out. I looked at her
face, and it looked like she
was transported.”
Gast’s face lit up as she remembered. “It was that moment that I knew I was home
… when those notes started,
and those people started
to stand behind me, and I
watched that wave of people
standing as the offering was
coming forward.”
As part of a majority faith
tradition, Gast said she realizes the importance of interfaith work.
“(It’s) important to remember that there are lenses
that are not my own and I
need to check my cultural
lenses at the door, or at least
be recognizing of them,” she
said. “When I say something
and assume that it’s normative, that’s not true for everyone. That’s something
that working in close contact
with three other people who
are not from my faith tradition offers me the chance
to do, which then in return
offers me a chance to get a
greater understanding of the
wider world.”
Since her first time as a co-

Muhammad’s small town
of Sugar Land, Texas, is
known as “the bubble,” not
only by her, but also by everyone in her community
and most people in the area.
“It’s this weird oasis,” she
said. “It’s kind of like Chautauqua in the sense that everyone is really tolerant. Everyone loves to learn about
different faiths.”
The community, composed of a fairly large population of Shiite Imami Ismaili
Muslims, sponsors festivals
and cultural celebrations of
multiple faiths and backgrounds.
When Muhammad was
17, she had her first glimpse
outside the bubble. It was her
brother’s high school graduation, and it was especially
hot and cramped in the
football stadium where they
were holding the ceremony.
People were bound to be
cranky, and it wasn’t surprising when one woman started
bickering with Muhammad’s
uncle over seating.
After the dispute, Muhammad was sitting in front
of the older woman when the
woman began singing the
National Anthem.
“I looked up at her and
was wondering, ‘Is this really happening? Here in Sugar
Land, the bubble?’” she said.
Then the woman started
yelling hurtful things toward Muhammad and her
family. In that moment, she
reacted.
“I stood up and I turned
around toward her and I
said, ‘Listen. We’re at a graduation. This is supposed to
be a very happy moment for
both of us, for our families. I
say we go past this.’”
Muhammad said she
spoke calmly to the woman,

and apologized for the altercation between the stranger
and her uncle, while stressing that they needed to move
on and enjoy the moment,
which was supposed to be
special for everyone.
“After that moment she
was completely pleasant. I
was talking with her the entire graduation time. When
my brother’s name was
called she applauded him,
and I applauded her daughter as well,” Muhammad
said. “That moment, when
you talk to someone — when
you don’t yell at someone
but you talk to someone —
it’s like you open a door and
light comes in.”
That’s when she knew
she wanted to do interfaith
work. She’s the youngest of
the APYA coordinators and
this is her first time doing
any sort of official interfaith
work, but she was thrilled
when she learned about the
program.
“This was an opportunity
to really do what I did in that
one moment at my brother’s
graduation in real life,” she
said.
Muhammad is a senior
at the University of Texas,
pursuing degrees in Islamic
studies and Middle Eastern
languages and culture. She
hopes to become a professor,
educating people on Ismaili
culture and the Middle East.
Engaging the Muslim youth
A group called Young
Muslims has consumed the
past 10 years of Aslam’s life.
It’s the largest Muslim youth
group in the United States,
and Aslam serves on its National Shura, the equivalent
to executives if the organization were a corporation or a
board of counselors.
There, he helps young
people who may be struggling with their Muslim
identity.
“A lot of people say that
the average Mohammed —
it’s a very common name,
the most common name in
the world — the average Mohammed, he’s afraid to be
called Mohammed in school
so he’s going to go by the
nickname of Moe,” Aslam
said. “Not that there’s anything wrong with the name
Moe, but the reason he’s doing it is wrong. So you want

to provide some kind of
outlet where this individual
feels comfortable being Mohammed.”
The program provides
the same basic services that
most youth groups do. The
kids play sports, attend lectures and do community
service. They do service projects, have summer retreats
and host conferences that
attract Muslim leaders and
sometimes as many as 40,000
youths from across the country.
“They provide a vehicle
for these youths to be empowered,” he said. “It’s enriching their sense of identity, and teaching them how
to be ample citizens. It’s
teaching them how to use
that spirituality in a positive
way,” he said.
Aslam also uses his chaplaincy skills in the program.
He’s currently studying at
the Hartford Seminary in
the Islamic chaplaincy program, pursuing a master’s
degree in Islamic studies
with a focus in ChristianMuslim relations. He hopes
to become a chaplain in an
academic setting, while also
becoming a professor.
“I really wanted to teach,
and I got the exposure to
chaplaincy while pursuing
Islamic studies,” he said.
“I recognized that this is it.
This is the culmination of a
lot of what I was hoping to
do.”
Young Muslims and his
studies have sucked him in,
though, and Chautauqua is
helping him satisfy the craving to break out of his own
corner, and take in the bigger
picture.
“Growing up and going
through college and everything, these are the ideas
that I’ve been cemented in.
I need interfaith to not just
be so engrossed in this side
of things. That’s one of the
things that I value about this
so much, because there’s going to be a lot more ideas
than just [what’s] in my typical world,” he said. “I need
the other side, because you
can’t be locked in a bubble.”
The coordinators will be
present on the grounds all season, and programming can be
found on the APYA Facebook
page, which they encourage
Chautauquans to follow.
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PROGRAM

See that girl,
watch that
scene

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree &
Garden Club.) “Chautauqua Lake:
Seeing Her with New Eyes.”
Jane Conroe, founding member,
Chautauqua Watershed Foundation.
Smith Wilkes Hall

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

12:15 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the
Good Shepherd

A spectator dances to the
music of ABBA by Arrival
from Sweden Saturday night
in the Amphitheater.

12:15 LGBT & Friends Brown Bag
Dialogue. (Sponsored by
Metropolitan Community Church.)
Literary Arts Center Garden Room
12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed
by the Writers’ Center.) “Taking
Writing Off the Page.” Jim
Daniels. Immediately following
lecture will be “Poets on the
Porch.” Literary Arts Center porch

M

12:15 Tallman Tracker Organ MiniConcert. “A Box of Whistles and
Sticks.” Jared Jacobsen, organist.
Hall of Christ

MONDAY
JUNE 23

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed
by the Everett Jewish Life Center.)
“Jews in the News: How the Press
Covers Israel and the Jewish
Community.” Ari Goldman,
professor, Columbia University.
Everett Jewish Life Center

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.
7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation:
Spiritual Practices of World
Religions. Leader: Paul Lukasik
(Vipassana/Mindfulness Meditation).
Donation. Bring gate pass. Main
Gate Welcome Center Conference
Room
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd
8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of
Missions
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion. Hall
of Missions Grove
9:00 Monday Morning Coffee Hour.
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni
Association.) Literary Arts Center
porch

9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. The Rev.
Joanna Moseley Adams, interim
senior pastor, First Presbyterian
Church, Atlanta. Amphitheater.
Please be seated by 9:30 a.m.

9:15

Jewish Discussions. (Programmed
by Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua).
“Maimonides: Guide to the Perplexed.”
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Literary Arts
Center Library

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel

1:00

1:15

10:45 LECTURE. “Big Ideas for a Small
World.” Roger Rosenblatt, author,
The Boy Detective; Tom Brokaw,
author; retired anchor, “NBC Nightly
News.” Amphitheater
12:15 Chautauqua Literary and Scientific
Circle Mini-Review. The Boy
Detective by Roger Rosenblatt.
Reviewed by Jeff Miller. Literary Arts
Center porch

1:15

CLSC Alumni Association Docent
Tours of Alumni Hall and Pioneer
Hall.
CLSC Book Discussion. The Boy
Detective by Roger Rosenblatt. Jeffrey
Miller, CLSC coordinator, moderator.
Literary Arts Center Garden Room

4:00 CHAMBER MUSIC. Garth Newel
Piano Quartet. (All seats are available
on a first-come basis. No seats may
be saved.) Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall
4:00

4:30

4:45

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
John Shelby Spong, retired Episcopal
Bishop of Newark. Hall of Philosophy
2:00

12:15 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
12:15 Knitting. (Sponsored by the Dept.
of Religion.) “Women4Women–
Knitting4Peace.” Hall of Missions

Women’s Professional Network.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Women’s Club). “Men, Women,
Leadership and Inequality in the
United States.” Marie C. Wilson.
Women’s Club house

Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center

2:00

(2-4) Piano Play-In. Fee. School of
Music. Sherwood-Marsh Studios

2:15

Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center

3:10

(3:10-4) Art of Investing. Discussion
group. Smith Memorial Library

3:30

(3:30-4:45) Lecture. (Programmed by
the Everett Jewish Life Center.) “Kol
Nidre: From the Synagogue to the
Concert Stage.” Ari Goldman. Everett
Jewish Life Center

6:30

7:00

7:00

Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
(4:30-7:00) Season’s Greetings.
Welcome Back Party. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Women’s Club house
Book Signing. (Programmed by the
Everett Jewish Life Center.) “The Late
Starters Orchestra” by Ari Goldman.
Everett Jewish Life Center
Lake Walk. (Programmed by the
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden
Club with the Chautauqua Watershed
Conservancy.) “Breeding Birds and
Migration on Chautauqua Lake.”
John Rappole, scientist emeritus,
Smithsonian. Heinz Beach
Palestine Park Program.
“A Journey Through Biblical Times.”
Palestine Park
Introduction to the Labyrinth.
(Sponsored by the Dept. of Religion.)
Bring gate pass. Located adjacent to
Turner Community Center

8:15 SPECIAL. Canadian Brass.
(Community Appreciation Night.)
Amphitheater

Tu
TUESDAY
JUNE 24

12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart
Meditation Seminar. “Wise
Spiritual Friendship.” Paul
Lukasik (Vipassana/Mindfulness
Meditation). Donation. Hall of
Missions
1:00 Duplicate Bridge. For men and
women. (Programmed by the
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Fee.
Women’s Club house
1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at FowlerKellogg Art Center

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market
.7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation:
Spiritual Practices of World
Religions. Leader: Paul Lukasik
(Vipassana/Mindfulness Meditation).
Donation. Bring gate pass. Main
Gate Welcome Center Conference
Room
7:30 Bird Talk & Walk. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree &
Garden Club.) Tina Scherman,
nature guide. Rain or shine. Bring
binoculars. Meet at Smith Wilkes
Hall entrance
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd
8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of
Missions
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion. Hall
of Missions Grove

9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. The Rev.
Joanna Moseley Adams, interim
senior pastor, First Presbyterian
Church, Atlanta. Amphitheater.
Please be seated by 9:30 a.m.
9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed
by Chabad Lubavitch of
Chautauqua). “Everyday Ethics.”
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Literary
Arts Center Library
10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Roger Rosenblatt;
Margaret Atwood, author,
MaddAddam. Amphitheater

1:00 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the
Sports Club.) Sports Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
John Shelby Spong, retired
Episcopal Bishop of Newark. Hall
of Philosophy
2:00 (2–4:30) Voice Program “Sing
In.” Fee. (School of Music.)
Fletcher Music Hall
2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
3:15 Social Hour Denominational
Houses
3:15 Hebrew Congregation
Conversation & Refreshments.
Everett Jewish Life Center
3:30 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture
Series. “The History of Rock ’n’
Roll at Chautauqua.” Steve Piper,
academic and popular Chautauqua
speaker. Hall of Christ
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Leave from Main Gate Welcome
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at
Main Gate Welcome Center.)
4:00 Piano Master Class/Lessons.
Fee. (School of Music.) Nicola
Melville and John Milbauer.
Sherwood-Marsh Studios
4:15 Garden Walk. (Programmed by the
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden
Club.) Joe McMaster. Meet under
green awning at lake side of Smith
Wilkes Hall
4:30 Knitting4Peace Workshop.
(Sponsored by the Dept. of
Religion.) Sue Cala. Methodist
House porch
4:30 (4:30 p.m. women; 5 p.m. men)
Softball Organizational
Meetings. Sports Club
5:00 (5–7) Chautauqua Connections
Picnic. Opening picnic for
sponsors and Orchestra, Voice,
Piano and Dance students. Meal
provided. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall
lawn
7:00 Visual Arts Lecture Series.
Paul Donnelly, ceramist; faculty,
Kansas City Art Institute. Hultquist
Center
7:00 Bible Study. (Sponsored by the
Dept. of Religion.) “The Gospel
of Matthew.” The Rev. Carmen
Perry, leader. United Methodist
House

8:15 SPECIAL. Valerie Capers Jazz
Ensemble. Amphitheater

