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Adams to
highlight
interfaith
dialogue,
change
Mary lee Talbot
Staff Writer

“People are dying to be exposed to
faith in a way that builds bridges of understanding,” said the Rev. Joanna M.
Adams, chaplain for Week One at Chautauqua Institution. “They want to experience religion in a hopeful way.”
Adams
will
preach at the
10:45 a.m. Service
of Worship and
Sermon in the
Amphitheater on
Sunday, June 22.
Her
sermon
title is “Why Not
Pull the Weeds?”
and her text will
be
Matthew
13:24-30
and
13:36-43.
Adams is cur- adams
rently the interim pastor at
First Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. At
her official retirement party in Atlanta
five years ago, Imam Plemon El Amin,
Rabbi Alvin Sugarman and the Rev. Joseph Roberts all spoke. Together, the four
members formed Higher Ground: Inspiring Positive Change, an Atlanta-based organization that seeks to create awareness
on issues that affect those in four major
faith communities.
“We were friends and we had worked
on community projects over the years,”
Adams said. “The head of the Community Foundation of Greater Atlanta [Alicia
Phillip] was present and she got some donors who knew and respected our work
to underwrite ‘Higher Ground: Inspiring
Positive Change.’ ”
In 2014, Higher Ground received the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Service Award from Emory University’s Rollins School of Public Health and Goizueta
Business School.
“We wanted to use the resources of
our faith traditions to move the community toward higher ground,” Adams
said. “We know that religion can be divisive and we hoped our voices might help
change that.”
Recently, at Georgia State University,
the group spoke to about 600 people who
were interested in interfaith issues.
“Religious extremism is the most
frightening force in the world today,”
Adams said. “The message for our time is
that we should gladly claim our particular faith, but as we move to spiritual maturity, we learn from and grow from encounters with people from other faiths.”
See ADAMS, Page A4

Mamma Mia,
here we go again!
Emma Foehringer
Merchant
Staff Writer

Back to celebrate the opening of another jam-packed season at Chautauqua, piano riffs, synth, pulsing disco lights and
eye-catching sequins that harken back to
a bygone era will take over the Amphitheater stage as Arrival from Sweden performs the music of ABBA on Saturday at
8:15 p.m.
Celebrating classic hits like “Dancing
Queen,” “Waterloo,” and “Voulez-vouz.”
Arrival from Sweden has carried on
ABBA’s iconic legacy as a licensed tribute
band since 1995.

“We get bigger and bigger every year,
so I think we’re doing something good,”
said founding member Victoria Norback.
“We do ABBA just like ABBA did ABBA
back in the day. It’s a trip back to the ’70s.”
Vice President and Director of Programming Marty Merkley chose the
show as an upbeat and uplifting way
to start the season, and he is confident
Arrival From Sweden will buoy the audience.
“Everybody has a good time, and everybody will be out dancing and singing
along with it, so that’s why they’re opening the season,” he said. “They’re really
high quality. Everything about them from
the music, the presentation, the costumes

… everything is licensed, everything
must be the way it was.”
The magic of “the way it was” is a
sentiment understood by Chautauquans
young and old, as the success of both the
musical and the movie, Mamma Mia, and
spin-off bands like the A-Teens attest, the
music and culture surrounding ABBA has
remained relevant to diverse audiences
well after the band’s break-up in 1982.
“Everyone knows about ABBA, they
know the ABBA songs … the children
also know the songs,” Norback said. “I
hope people bring the whole family, and
they can dress up in ABBA clothes.”
See ARRIVAL, Page A4

Tonawandas Legion Band brings
award-winnng sound to Amp
cortney linnecke
Staff Writer

The American Legion Band of
the Tonawandas may have performed all over the nation and
even in several international venues, but for some reason it can’t
stay away from Chautauqua.
The band will return to the Institution once again Sunday afternoon to perform a symphonic Pops
setlist in the style of John Philip
Sousa at 2:30 p.m. in the Amphitheater. It will include famous
marches such as “Black Horse

Troop” and “Tennessee Salute,”
show tunes such as “I Dreamed a
Dream,” selections from “My Fair
Lady,” and other military band
favorites. It will also feature five
soloists in a brass quintet for the
song “That’s a Plenty.”
The band formed in 1929
when World War I veterans and
Post 264 members came together
to celebrate music. The group
currently has 85 members — 90
with the Color Guard — and performs at concerts, parades and
competitions.
See BAND, Page A4
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The American Legion Band of the Tonawandas performs in 2012 in
the Amphitheater.
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Looking for
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Saturday’s weather

High 72° Low 52°
Rain: 10%
Sunset: 8:58 p.m.

Sunday

High 76° Low

57°

Rain: 5%
Sunrise: 5:42 a.m. Sunset: 8:58 p.m.

Missed a story in the Daily last summer? Find it on our website using the search bar on the right sidebar of any page.
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A summer of
adventure

High 80° Low 64°
Rain: 13%
Sunrise: 5:42 a.m. Sunset: 8:58 p.m.
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Briefly
news from around the grounds

The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended to provide space for announcements from Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a story, it should
not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information to Drew Olkowski
in the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide name of organization,
time and place of meeting and one contact person’s name with phone
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.
Eventide Series
Join Sue Evans on Wednesday, July 25, in the Hall of Christ
at 6:45 p.m. for the first CLSC Alumni Association Eventide program called “Papua New Guinea — The Land that
Stood Still.” Learn about one of the last frontiers on Earth,
a land of unimaginable beauty that is one of the least tourist-visited countries.
Sandy D’Andrade’s 12th Annual Trunk Show and Sale
Sandy D’Andrade’s 12th annual Trunk Show and Sale, which
benefits Chautauqua Opera Company’s Young Artists program, will begin its season from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. today at
the Main Gate Welcome Center. Bring your gate pass.
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle
• The CLSC Class of 1992 is sponsoring the Thursday afternoon CLSC presentation on June 26 by Roger Rosenblatt of his new book, The Boy Detective: A New York Childhood. Members of the class will be able to meet and share
a Brown Bag lunch with Rosenblatt in the Garden Room of
Alumni Hall during the noon hour before his presentation.
Lunches from Stedman Corners will be available for purchase before the event. Members who plan to attend should
contact Class President Bob Battaglin or other officers no
later than Wednesday morning so seating can be arranged
and lunches ordered. Contact Bob at 716-357-9887 or at battaglinr@yahoo.com.
• The CLSC Class of 1999 will have a meet and greet at
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 9, at the new Heirloom Restaurant at the Athenaeum Hotel. Dinner will be at 6 p.m.
Partners are welcome. Call Jackie Katz at 843-540-1756 for
further information.
• The CLSC Class of 2001 will gather at the Alumni Association coffee on Monday morning.
Alcoholics Anonymous/Al-Anon Meeting
At 12:30 p.m. Sunday there will be an open AA/Al-Anon
Meeting in Hurlbut Church Parlor.
Friends of the Theater Meet the Company
Friends of Chautauqua Theater are invited to meet the
2014 company at 2:30 p.m. Sunday in Smith Wilkes Hall,
including directors, managers, technical crews, conservatory artists and fellows. The Friends’ 20th-anniversary ice
cream is to follow. New members welcome. Memberships
are $10 and are available at the door.
Chautauqua Golf Club
The Chautauqua Golf Club centennial season kicks off
with the annual Chautauqua Pro Am Tournament Monday with an 11 a.m shotgun start. Pros will be assigned
to each threesome team with a two-best ball format. Call
the Chautauqua Golf Course at 716-357-6211 or the CWC
at 716-664-2166 to register. Golfing and dinner is $125 per
player while dinner only is $50 per person. All proceeds
benefit the Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy.
Ring featured at season’s first pre-Vespers service Sunday
Chautauquan Jane Lee Ring will perform during the preVespers service at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday at the Hall of Philosophy. Ring first came to Chautauqua as a waitress at the
St. Elmo Hotel in 1954, where she met her husband, Connie.
Her grandchildren are sixth-generation Chautauquans.
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Dancers from Charlotte Ballet captivate the audience of the Promise Campaign board of trustees dinner held in the Amphitheater Thursday.

Foundation makes strides in
$98.2 million Promise Campaign
carson quirÓs
Staff Writer

Many
Chautauquans,
when prompted, can recite
the five words that serve as
the ideological pillars for
Chautauqua
Institution’s
mission: arts, education, religion, recreation and youth.
In 2010, the Board of Trustees adopted five different
watchwords that would similarly become the themes to
underpin the strategic plan
for a six-year fundraising
initiative: civil, sustainable,
innovative, inclusive and engaged.
According to Chautauqua
Foundation CEO Geof Follansbee, the Promise Campaign embodies how the Institution plans to “deliver the
highest quality experience to
the most people.”
“We believe that if we
can obtain the objectives
that we have set out for this
time period, that indeed we
will reach more people and
we can continue to improve
upon what … is already an
important and rewarding
time each year,” Follansbee
said.
With a goal of $98.2 million to be raised by the end
of 2016, the Promise Campaign is now in the public
phase and has already raised
just over $64 million. These
funds will be invested across
the Institution’s programs
and people.
The five capstone words
for the campaign represent
the five ultimate goals that
the funds will help realize.
CIVIL
The civil component of
the campaign will be the
rehabilitation of the Am-

Rachael Le Goubin | Staff Photographer

President Tom Becker addresses the audience at Thurday’s dinner.

phitheater, a venue for civil
dialogue for more than 120
years. So far, approximately
$20 million has been raised
specifically for the Amphitheater project.
According to Follansbee,
the construction goal is $30
million, but the overall goal
is $33.5 million because
“we’re also trying to raise at
least $3.5 million in endowment to maintain and care
for the facility going forward.”
The reconstruction of the
Institution’s centerpiece will
be the lead project and will
aim to improve and update
the current structure while
still maintaining its historical aesthetic.
SUSTAINABLE
A portion of the funds
will also be dedicated to
the sustainability, maintenance and preservation of
Chautauqua’s beloved setting. The campaign recognizes a commitment to the
care of Chautauqua’s public
buildings, the protection of
natural areas, the manage-

On Twitter: @chqdaily

ment of stormwater throughout the grounds, the overall
improvement of the quality
of the shoreline, and the protection of the fish habitat.
INNOVATIVE
For Chautauqua, ensuring innovation throughout
the decades and for the years
to come means ensuring the
high-quality leadership. Endowing essential leadership
positions will enable the institution to recruit a strong
staff on all levels and, in
turn, to continue providing
innovative programming at
the highest level.
INCLUSIVE
The Promise Campaign
is also an initiative aiming
ultimately at the growth of
Chautauqua’s
community
through inclusion on various fronts. Recent grants for
the New Clergy Program,
donated by the Luce Foundation, and the creation of a
new Clergy Leadership Program, funded by the Lilly
Endowment, have helped

bolster Chautauqua’s ability
to attract and encourage a
more diverse range of voices
in Chautauqua’s ongoing
spiritual and religious conversations.
Additionally,
inclusion
signifies the efforts to offer
students the chance to study
and learn in Chautauqua
without finances being a factor. The Promise Campaign
calls for $2 million in scholarships as well as a complementary goal of $5.5 million
for the renovation of Bellinger Hall.
Those
funds
specifically, Follansbee said, are
“about having the resources
to attract students who we
wouldn’t otherwise be able
to bring to Chautauqua; students who might consider
to study elsewhere or who
indeed do not have the resources to be able to go study
and advance their artistic
craft anywhere.”
ENGAGED
Finally,
The
Promise
Campaign aims to ensure
the highest-quality experience for the highest-quality
audience.
Chautauquans are characteristically an engaged
people, striving to learn and
experience all that the programming and the grounds
have to offer.
“Chautauqua
provides
the time, the opportunity
and the place to engage with
things that you don’t engage
with the other weeks of the
year,” Follansbee said. “The
deeper the engagement, the
more satisfying the experience.”
When asked what the
success of the Promise
Campaign would signify
about the Chautauquans
themselves, Follansbee emphasized the value that the
community places on what
happens here.
“I think that’s the real
message,” he said. “That
Chautauquans care deeply about sustaining the
Institution and seeing it
have a deepening effect on
peoples’ lives.”

» on the grounds

Area
Information
Information about nearby
attractions outside the
Chautauqua Institution
grounds is available at
the Main Gate Welcome
Center and Colonnade
lobby. The Chautauqua
County Visitors’ Bureau is
located at the Main Gate
Welcome Center (www.
tourchautauqua.com or
716-357-4569 or 1-800242-4569).
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Make room on the perch

n our backyard is a bird feeder that can be seen
through the window from our kitchen table.
Lately, I have been learning to identify the various
kinds of birds that drop by for a snack. How different
they are in size, color, shape of beak; yet, they have in common one dramatically apparent feature: They want seeds in
the feeder all to themselves.
There is a lot of fussing and fidgeting, as the birds try
to get their own feet wrapped around one of the perches.
Sometimes, there will be more than a half-dozen fine-feathered beauties out there, plotting, pushing, swooping and
executing stealth attacks. At our feeder, it’s every bird for
himself.
We might say the same thing about American society
these days.
In his book Civility: Mannerisms, Morals and the Etiquette
of Democracy, Stephen Carter observes that the principle by
which many people live today is “every American for himself.” The consequences of this way of thinking and acting
are obvious everywhere: People act rudely and with disdain
toward those who do not share this point of view. Witness
the vitriolic nature of political rhetoric in recent months.
Generosity in the form of charitable giving is in decline
across the board. If all one cares about is one’s own needs
and those of one’s family, why would anyone be motivated
to address the needs of others? It’s every American for
himself.
“Get out of my way.”
“That’s my parking place”
“She is an idiot.”
“It’s my cellphone, and I’ll talk on it when I want to.”
Expressions like these have become the language of common, everyday parlance. Surely, we can do better. Surely, the

From the Pulpit
Guest Column by THE Rev. Joanna M. Adams
toxic spirit of incivility that seems to have seeped into virtually every aspect of our life together can be replaced with a
renewed spirit of civility.
It will take time, but it can be done! One of the key ways
is by embracing the best of our religious traditions. No one
can deny that religion has sometimes contributed to societal
polarization. Sometimes, followers of a religion manifest
self-righteousness and show disrespect toward those whom
they consider to be outside the circle of God’s concern.
As far as the Christian religion is concerned, whenever
that has occurred, it has been a perversion of the true nature
of Christianity. A movement that grew out of the great Hebrew tradition with its core concern for the welfare of others, Christianity is centered around the life and teachings
of Jesus, whose personal grace toward all he encountered
continues to inspire and point the way to higher ground.
Perhaps the most compelling story Jesus ever told was
about a man who had been beaten and left for dead on the
side of the road. Several people walked right by him, paying no attention, but then along came a man from Samaria,

Sacred Song celebrates old and new
with ‘How Can I Keep from Singing?’

himself a stranger in the area.
He asked no questions about why the man was in the
ditch.
He just cleaned him up, bandaged his wounds and carried him to an inn where he paid for his lodging and promised to come back with more funds if they were needed. To
the ones who originally heard the story, Jesus said, “Now
you go and do likewise.”
This is civility taken to the highest level.
In our day, what shall we do? How about a recommitment to the Golden Rule — to treat others as we ourselves
would want to be treated? What might happen if each of us
made the conscious choice to act in love toward our neighbors, to bicker and criticize less, to make room on the perch,
so to speak, for somebody else?
I believe that if you and I made these commitments,
gradually but surely civility would be reborn amongst us.
The late Czech President Vaclav Havel once wrote: “There
is only one way to strive for decency, reason, responsibility,
sincerity, civility and tolerance. And that is decently, reasonably, responsibly, sincerely, civilly and tolerantly.”
Mohandas Gandhi put it more succinctly: “We must be
the change we wish to see in the world.”
Formed in 2010, Higher Ground was born of a unique relationship among four long-time Atlanta faith leaders, Imam Plemon
El-Amin, Rabbi Alvin Sugarman, the Rev. Joanna Adams and
the Rev. Joseph Roberts. Though they come from different faith
backgrounds, the founders of Higher Ground share common experiences and legacies built as the leading voices for their congregations and for positive change in their communities. Now together,
Higher Ground’s leaders speak with a distinctive, collective voice,
helping to raise awareness and to inspire action on key issues affecting the greater Atlanta community to effect positive change.

Season’s Groomings

quinn kelley
Staff Writer

When Jared Jacobsen was first introduced to a gospel version of “How Can I
Keep from Singing?,” he thought surely it
would be “hokey.”
The high-schoolers in the La Jolla,
California, choir that Jacobsen assistantdirects were assigned the piece to perform at a choral festival at Carnegie Hall
in New York, and before hearing it, Jacobsen didn’t think the newer version could
compare to the original from 1998.
“My heart went into my shoes,” said
Jacobsen, Chautauqua Institution organist and coordinator of worship and sacred
music.
After hearing the newer, jazzier version
of the piece, however, Jacobsen changed
his tune. His hesitance transformed into
the conviction that he had to bring the
work to Chautauqua.
“My school choir is kind of my laboratory for here, and ironically, my Chautauqua choir is kind of my laboratory for
there,” he said.
The song served as the inspiration for
the first Sacred Song Service of the Chautauqua Institution season. “How Can I
Keep from Singing?” takes place Sunday
at 8 p.m. in the Amphitheater.
The Chautauqua Choir will perform
both the original version, which Jacobsen
first discovered at a different choral festival, and the newer gospel version from
2003.
Both pieces feature almost exactly the
same text; however, the newer version
builds energy with a call-and-response
between a soloist and the choir, whereas
the older version is quieter, sophisticated
and paints a picture with sound, Jacobsen
said. The older version is gentle and calm,
while “the gospel version is just rock-’emsock-’em,” he said.
Each week the Sacred Song Services
take on a different theme, and for the sea-

The Chautauqua Chior
sings stuff that they’ve
never seen before better
than any choir that I’ve
ever worked with.
—JARED JACOBSEN
Organist and coordinator
of worship and sacred music

Kreable Young | Staff Photographer

Ray Arciszewski of New Jersey rakes the yard of his Pratt Avenue home on Tuesday.

son’s first service, Jacobsen said, “There
isn’t a much better way to launch it than
a service that’s called ‘How Can I Keep
from Singing?’ ”
Jacobsen also considered practice time
when choosing the first week’s pieces.
Because not all of the Chautauqua
Choir had yet arrived as of Thursday, he
had to sacrifice that night’s practice, leaving the choir with only Friday and Saturday to rehearse.
“I have to do stuff that’s kind of surefire,” he said, explaining that the Chautauqua Choir had previously performed
the original version of the song but not
the gospel piece. “They sing stuff that
they’ve never seen before better than any
choir that I’ve ever worked with.”
Jacobsen will also recite a litany to
commemorate the beginning of the
Chautauqua season. Following with tradition, the hymn “Day Is Dying in the
West” will open the service, and Jacobsen
will close by playing “Largo” on the organ, a piece by George Frederick Handel,
both of which have been constants at the
Sacred Song Services for nearly a century.
“Largo always gets played somehow,”
Jacobsen said. “Largo is maybe the closest
thing we have here to a holy relic.”

» on the grounds

Public Beaches
Open daily and supervised by certified lifeguards.
No swimming when beaches are closed.
ö Pier Beach: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Sunday
ö Children’s Beach: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Sunday
ö University Beach: Noon to 5 p.m. Monday to Sunday
ö Heinz Beach: Noon to 5 p.m. Monday to Sunday
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by Jordan steves

his off-season was one of unexpected but exciting changes at top of this newspaper’s masthead.
After seven years at the helm of The Chautauquan
Daily, Matt Ewalt has joined the Institution’s
Department of Education and Youth Services, and I have
the great privilege to succeed him as both editor here and
as director of communications for Chautauqua.
This is not an easy job, but I am fortunate to take over
an operation that has been under Matt’s expert care and
leadership for so long, and thankful to him for the opportunity to serve as his No. 2 for the past five years. I’m
also especially grateful to the backbone of the Daily, Ray
Downey, now in his 16th season as production manager,
for having my back.
What makes this summer particularly exciting for me
is welcoming Sara Toth aboard as a full-time member of
the Chautauqua Institution team, and the opportunity
to partner with her in leading the Daily newsroom. Sara,
like me, is an alum of the Daily internship experience,
having served for three summers as our theater and then
literary arts reporter. She spent the past four years as a
reporter for newspapers within the Baltimore Sun Media
Group, experience that makes her a tremendous resource
for the young journalists in this newsroom, particularly
the reporters.
Sara and I are two examples of this internship program’s success. Just as Chautauqua’s Schools of Fine
and Performing Arts hone the talents of tomorrow’s
renowned instrumentalists, singers, actors, artists and
dancers, the Daily provides an intensive 11-week experience that gives 25 or so college-aged communicators the
opportunity to deeply explore their chosen path. Our
colleagues over these past seven years have gone on to
do great things at newspapers and other media organizations, arts and civic organizations, book publishers,
colleges and universities, and many still cite Chautauqua
as essential to their training.
The Daily staff this year is a conglomeration of journalism, photojournalism, visual communication, English,
professional writing, anthropology, environmental studies and political science students from both coasts and
everywhere in between, with a host of dedicated Chautauqua community members as colleagues and resources.
I’m excited to see what we can do over these 55 issues. I
hope you’ll come along.
Thanks for reading.

Chautauqua Institution President
Thomas M. Becker, seen here
speaking at the 2013 Old First
Night celebration, will officially
open the 2014 Season with the
traditional president’s address
and Three Taps of the Gavel at
the 10:45 a.m. Sunday Service of
Worship in the Amphitheater.
The Rev. Robert M. Franklin
Jr., director of Chautauqua’s
Department of Religion, will
provide the welcome
and introduction.

BRIAN SMITH | Daily file photo

ADAMS
from page A1

She said that Martin Luther King, Jr. called people
a family that had inherited a
great house.
“We are all different but
we live in a great world
house,” Adams said. “This
is our story exactly — to all
live in a great world house.
The Christian message for
our time is to honor all people and this is what I have
devoted my life to.”
Adams has served five
churches, including Fourth
Presbyterian Church in Chicago, one of the largest in the

arrival
from page A1
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of the ABBA experience.
“I like to be onstage, to see
the people, to see the audience,” Norback said. “They
are so into it.”
But emulating one of
the world’s most legendary
groups is not without its
challenges, as the band is expected to match up exactly
with instruments, outfits
and voices made famous by
ABBA.
“It’s really hard to do
ABBA justice,” Norback said.
“And of course all of the
songs are fantastic, the music is good and it’s high quality and the musicians ABBA

used back in the seventies
were the best musicians at
that time. So it’s really, really
a challenge to do an ABBA
show.”
According to Merkley,
selecting Amphitheater performances is a juggling act,
between scheduling, finding the right price point and
focusing on what the audience will enjoy, especially
taking into account the 50
percent of Amp tickets sold
outside of the Chautauquan
community.
“You try to pick something that appeals to the
Chautauquans as a whole

that are here on vacation,
but then you’ve got to try
to pick something from outside the community that
you hope people will like,”
Merkley said. “ABBA has always been incredibly popular here. Everybody knows
the songs, most people have
seen the movie, many people
have gone to the Broadway
show which ran for 20-something years … so it’s a
phenomenon.”
Saturday night when the
lights are low, Chautauquans
looking for a way to celebrate
their return can dance and
jive while having the time of

BAND

about them is that [music] is
something they’ve enjoyed
throughout their lives.”
The band, which is a notfor-profit corporation, consists entirely of volunteers
who are selected through an
audition process. It has won
numerous
championships
at the state level, 19 national
championships and six international championships
at the Canadian National Exhibit. The band also travelled
to the Sydney Opera House
in 1992 for the Pacific Basin
International Music Festival, where it received a gold
medal for outstanding performance.
Despite a busy competi-

tion and concert schedule,
Abrahamian said the band
looks forward to playing at
the Institution each year. He
cites both the Amphitheater’s
acoustics and the audience’s
enthusiasm as components
in making Chautauqua a
great location to perform.
“The Amphitheater is
one of the finer facilities we
play in. It allows us to sound
the way we’re supposed to
sound,” he said. “We also get
a good reception from the
people at Chautauqua. They
appreciate the band. We look
forward to playing in Chautauqua, and I think the audience looks forward to hearing us as well.”

from page A1

The musicians, under the
direction of Michael Shaw,
vary in age from their teens
to their 70s. They come from
all different backgrounds
and occupations, ranging
from students to music instructors to engineers. According to David Abrahamian, the group’s president,
the band allows its members
a chance to enjoy music and
keep their instrumental proficiencies up to par.
“They come from many
walks of life,” Abrahamian said. “What’s common

new visitor Information Sessions

Advertising Manager
Advertising Assistant
Business Office Manager
Circulation Manager
Business Office Associate

Business telephone			
Advertising telephone			
Circulation telephone			
Fax number			
Editorial telephone			
Email address			

@chqdaily

part to mentor them.”
She believes that her contribution to women in ministry has been to be the most
effective pastor and leader
that she could be.
“A number of people have
a vision of a minister, and
once they are exposed to a
woman as a pastor — someone who gives a message of
hope and helps parishioners
with your care — they come
around.”
Adams is a graduate of
Emory University and Columbia Theological Seminary. She holds an honorary
doctorate from Davidson
College.
Adams
received
the
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Arrival from Sweden
works tirelessly to keep the
disco band’s tradition alive,
spending over half the year
abroad.
They have performed in 56
countries and have been on
tour in the United States 35
times, making this summer
their 36th. Norback credits
the audience with making
each show memorable, and
the crowd is encouraged to
dance and sing along with
the band in their recreation

United States’ Presbyterian
Church. She has seen, and
experienced, the glass ceiling for women in mainline
Protestant churches but believes it is a matter of time
before more women will
head large congregations.
“The second wave is coming behind us,” she said.
“Fourth Presbyterian just
called a woman as its senior
pastor and Riverside Church
in New York also called a
woman as senior pastor.
Each generation makes the
path more possible for the
women coming behind us.
As my time in active ministry comes to a conclusion, I
hope I will be able to do my
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Special informal orientation sessions for Chautauqua
first-timers are scheduled from 6 to 7 p.m. each Sunday
evening (excluding the final Sunday of the season) on the
first floor of the Hultquist Center. These sessions afford the
opportunity for new Chautauquans to learn the ins and outs
of this unique place.
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Looking for the

‘big wow’

Williams joins Chautauqua staff to map customer experience
John ford
Staff Writer

A newcomer experiences
Chautauqua for the first
time: It’s hot and rain is on
the wind. They’ve been
driving for hours. They enter the Main Gate, unsure
where to go next. The gate
attendant notices the confusion before approaching
and ushers them into the
grounds.
“I want people to say,
‘How do they do that?’ in
wonder at how well we are
doing our job,” said Karen
Williams, the new customer
service manager of Chautauqua Institution. “It won’t
be easy, but we’ll get there.”
Williams was hired in
the off-season to fill a new,
bifurcated position. After
the Institution determined
that its customer service
delivery did not match the
quality of its programmatic
content, the idea arose to
enlist a customer experience
manager to address the issue.
“We looked closely at
over 40 resumes off-season,”
said George Murphy, Institution vice president and
chief marketing officer. “We
conducted in-depth interviews with six candidates,
and Karen matched what
we were looking for.”
Murphy sought a candidate for the position who
could handle the two main
components of the job. First,
the new manager must
manage the day-to-day activities of a diverse staff of
some 80 full-time and mostly seasonal employees who
correctly self-identify as the
Institution’s department of
first impressions.
Manning the Institution’s
gates, ticketing and parking
are among the staff’s key responsibilities.
But this year, a new component was added. Williams
is also charged with stepping back, observing and
analyzing the entire customer experience process
throughout the 2014 season
and, at its end, making recommendations to Murphy
and other senior Institution
leaders with a view for developing a multi-year plan
to achieve standardization

Amanda Mainguy | Staff Photographer

Chautauqua Institution’s customer experience manager, Karen
Williams, stands in Chautauqua’s Main Gate Welcome Center
portico at the beginning of a hectic pre-season day.

of customer experience
across all facets of the Institution.
Her easy demeanor belying a steely resolve, Williams said she is in search of
the “big wow.”
“The big wow is the culmination of a lot of little
wows,” she said. “Those
little wows are the result of
an overall positive proactivity we seek from all of our
employees. In my experience, the secret to success
in this area is always in the
details.”
For Williams, the smaller
details make up the big picture.
“I realize George Murphy has given me two big
assignments with the multiyear plan and the daily operations,” she said. “But I
have done this before. Key
for me was to vest in my
senior operations staff the
authority to do their jobs
well and bring to me what I
needed to see.”
Williams said she was
fortunate that Laurie Ennis,
assistant director of ticket-

We carry a wonderful selection of beautiful and useful
products from companies such as Ten Thousand
Villages and Minga Fair Trade. Come relax in our shop
and browse our offerings from all over the world.
We carry sculptures, baskets, scarves, soaps, musical
instruments, wall hangings and so much more.

A shop dedicated to the
principles of fair trade:
• Creating Opportunities for Economically Disadvantaged
Producers
• Transparency and Accountability
• Payment of a Fair Price
• Ensuring no Child Labor and Forced Labor
• Commitment to Non-Discrimination, Gender Equity and
Freedom of Association
• Ensuring Good Working Conditions
• Respect for the Environment

Located down the steps on the west side of the
Colonnade at the corner of Ames and Pratt
Open from 9 to 5 daily during the Chautauqua Season
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ing, and James Zahn, Chautauqua police officer, along
with their staff, were there
to assist her.
“With their talent and
depth of experience, I knew
that Laurie could handle
the ticketing end of things
and that James could manage the gate staff,” she said.
“That will give me the time
I need to take a broader look
around at Institution operations and assess key areas
the senior leadership might
need to take a closer look
at.”
Williams describes herself as “a local — a committed, passionate local.” Growing up in Rochester, New
York, she has been coming
to Chautauqua for 30 years,
and met her husband when
he was an officer on the Institution’s police force. He
works in the Chautauqua
County sheriff’s department, and their two daughters are now in their 20s.
“My husband knows he
is not going to see a lot of
me this summer,” Williams
said.

The Chautauqua connection intensified over the
years.
“I was working at Westfield Hospital about 20 years
ago,” Williams said. “I actually helped to set up the
hospital’s clinic near the
Amphitheater.”
Over a succession of positions in management, human relations and customer
service in several private
firms and not-for-profits,
Williams has gained the experience that enables her to
recognize the complexity of
her current task but remain
undaunted by it.
Having long been part of
the Chautauqua Leadership
Network, Williams knows
the Institution is a leading economic driver for the
county, and aspires to make
it an employer of first choice
for county residents.
“I want a line of applicants for our job openings,
and I want all of our good
seasonal people to want to
return,” she said.
To begin building a pipeline for future employees,
Williams is reaching out
to Jamestown Community
College and SUNY Fredonia, her alma mater, looking
for promising young people
in giving the Institution a
close look for summer employment opportunities and
maybe more.
For Williams, there are
big plans and there are details. To help her operations
staff cope with what she
calls the “organized chaos”
of their daily life, she arranged six hours of formal training for new ticket
agents.
She got “fantastic support” from the Institution’s
information
technology
staff in developing a new interface which permits ticket
agents to point and click
for customer purchases.
There will be light-hearted stress relievers during
many weeks. For instance,
Williams says not to be surprised during Week Five’s
focus on the American West
to see gate and ticket staff
sporting bandanas.
“Little wows to the big
wow,” she said with a smile.

From the President

W

Column by Thomas M. becker

elcome to the opening weekend of the 2014
Chautauqua season.
Thank you for investing your time and
resources in the experience of Chautauqua.
Thank you for making real the promise of a community of
exploration where you are encouraged to think critically,
creatively, compassionately, globally. It is a place of great
natural and man-made beauty. Our physical layout and the
currents of our flow between programs and services are
designed for a pace slower than that outside these gates.
The community is designed to emphasize the scale of human interaction, promoting conversations and unplanned
encounters. Within the populace of these grounds are
people whose families have been here through generations
and others who are here for the first time. The latter are
more readily identified by the combination of wonder and
wondering in their continence. Both of these groups and all
permutations representing the spectrum between them are
Chautauquans. That is the promise of the gate and all who
enter these grounds are part of this summer’s manifestation
of the Chautauqua Community. Again, welcome.
Robert Franklin, director of Chautauqua’s Department of
Religion, speaks of the experience here as an adventure in
discernment and discipleship. He says, “Our most faithful
posture is to be humble, discerning and available.” His point
about being available is particularly important at Chautauqua
because it implies we are at once open and present. All of the
designs cited above are dedicated to rewarding that posture.
On Monday morning we open a week’s consideration of
the creative process in the literary world. Through the lens of
history, memoir, fiction, cartoons and poetry we will engage
in an in-depth exploration of the process of creation and the
value of the work. And Chautauqua is the perfect location
for such a discussion. Here, writing and the written work are
recognized as critical to our capacity to understand ourselves,
our world and our obligations as citizens and people of faith.
The reason that Roger Rosenblatt returns to Chautauqua,
year in and year out, for lo these hundreds of years (though lo
these hundreds of years may not be a precise measure), is that
there is more respect here for the importance of storytelling
than celebrity (if it is true any writer absent J.K. Rowling risks
celebrity). We understand the solitary nature of the writing
experience that later, once published and actually purchased,
becomes an intimacy between the reader, the characters and
the author. And the work begins.
Roger talks to his writing students and to Chautauquans
about the difference between invention and imagination:
“The difference between, say, inventing a horse that merely
talks, like Mr. Ed, and creating a horse that has something
to say, like Swift’s Houyhnhnms that bear the burdens of
civilization.” He says, “Imagine what you know, … and what
you know will become wonderfully strange, and it will be all
yours. More truly and more strange.”
Each of the speakers this week will talk about surrendering as a part of the writing process; accessing that process
of unwilled intuition that informs the constant process of
rewrites. Each rewrite informed by the experience of hearing
the words, yet again, as if for the first time.
Jack Spong will offer such an experience with his explication of the Gospel of St. John at 2 p.m. through the week in
the Hall of Philosophy.
The value of returning to works of art, literature, music,
nature is to set free the imaginative iteration that occurs with
writers and artists and that also occurs in each of our lives.
The stories of our lives are not static; they deepen over time as
we learn more of the context of life. Friday evening the theater
company will preview A Raisin in the Sun, a magnificent work
in the canon of American theater. What began as a searing exploration of the experiences of a particular African-American
family has become a classic about family in line with Death
of a Salesman and The Glass Menagerie. And to the point of the
value of creative iteration, Ethan McSweeny, who directs this
production, also directed those plays at Chautauqua.
We invite you to take in all of what Chautauqua is and has
to offer as if for the first time. Be open to finding the new.
Sunday morning we will engage in a ceremony opening
this season by tapping the gavel three times and we thereby
dedicate our work and ourselves to this unusual effort, to this
opportunity to grow. I hope you will join us.
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Chautauqua Institution co-founder John Heyl Vincent’s Bible is on display at the Visitors Center this
summer. His handwritten and typed annotations on texts can also be seen.

Sophomore year
Visitors Center accommodates guests,
introduces grounds to first-timers
JOHN FORD
Staff Writer
The opening of the 2014
season marks the anniversary of Chautauqua Institution’s ambitious Visitors
Center on Bestor Plaza. Its
primary purpose is to make
Chautauqua and its sometimes bewildering array of
cultural offerings more open
and accessible to first-time
visitors.
Now — a year later —
Institution Vice President
and Chief Marketing Officer
George Murphy reflected on
how the center initiative met
expectations.
“Overall, we think that
more than 70 percent of
new visitors to the Institution dropped in at the Visitors Center,” Murphy said.
“[Many] wanted more information on the accessibility
of the Special Studies offerings. A lot of people simply
asked for directions. That
was not surprising. Imagine
you are a first-time visitor on
the grounds. It can be overwhelming.”
With that information in
mind, Murphy and Institution Marketing Manager
Vanessa Weinert want to
build on last year’s experience and expand the outreach of the center in 2014.
“We were pleasantly surprised at the response to
having
accommodations
concierge Myra Peterson stationed part-time at the center,” Murphy said. “Many
people sought her assistance,
especially in nailing down
accommodations for the following season. That’s obviously a good thing.”
Murphy said Peterson
will now be stationed full
time at the center.
“Myra already knows the
local realtors, and she can be
a resource both for them and
for visitors seeking rentals
and residences to purchase,”
Murphy said. “We are going
to market the 2015 program
more aggressively to influence visitors to return.”
Murphy and Weinert also
plan to make the center of
greater interest to longerterm Chautauquans.
“We want to give everyone on the grounds reasons to drop by the Visitors
Center, so we are gathering interesting items from
Chautauquans to display,”
Murphy said.
Weinert agreed.
“We deliberately kept the
Visitors Center lean in 2013
to get a clear picture of how
to proceed this year,” she
said. “Now we are going to

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

An annotated Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle reading
list from the 1885-1886 off-season is now on display in the
Visitors Center. This artifact is part of a rotating exhibit of
Chautauqua’s rich history during the 2014 season.

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

A stereograph and card collection from the early days of the
Institution highlights the developing relationship between the
Institution and surrounding lakeside communities.

introduce Chautauqua to
newcomers by displaying
memorabilia loaned by longterm Chautauquans. We
plan to change out the exhibits three times this summer,
so there will be at least that
many reasons for Chautauquans to stop in and visit the
center.”
The first display has already been staged. Weinert
says its focus will be on how
the Institution has been connected to the greater Chautauqua Lake community,
with particular reference to

We want to give
everyone on the
grounds reasons to
drop by the Visitors
Center, so we are
gathering interesting
items from
Chautauquans
to display."
—GEORGE MURPHY,
Vice president and
chief marketing officer,
Chautaqua Institution

transportation development
and the environment. In that
connection, she is appealing to Chautauquans to loan
out items like old railroad
and steamship timetables,
pictures, hotel keys, postcards and other items recalling days when, for example,
travelers from Pittsburgh
took the rail via Mayville
and then by steamboat to the
Pier Building at Fair Point.
“We will prominently display the items, with a note
that they are on loan from a
certain family,” Weinert said.
The second display will
help commemorate this
year’s 100th anniversary of
the founding of the Chautauqua Golf Club.
“Golfers know what we’re
looking for on this one,”
Weinert said. “Maybe some
Chautauquans have score
cards signed by famous players or holes in one from decades ago.”
The final display will
concentrate on Chautauqua
landmark buildings, then
and now.
“It will be interesting to
see how some of the Institution’s stalwarts have fared
and changed over the decades,” Weinert said. “We
hope the Visitors Center experience will interesting for
everyone.”
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Old restaurant inherits new charm
john ford
Staff Writer

There’s a new look to the
main dining room at the
Athenaeum Hotel this summer.
As one enters the Athenaeum’s main dining room,
he or she may first notice that
the old wallpaper is gone.
The tables look less crowded.
Drapes have been upgraded,
and works by local artists
adorn the walls. An updated
menu ensures that a venue
long steeped in tradition
feels new.
Heirloom Restaurant is
making its debut.
“ ‘New’ is definitely a
watchword for us this summer,” said Bruce Stanton, hotel general manager. “We’re
all very excited about the
changes, and we’re anxious
for Chautauquans and visitors alike to check it all out.”
There is also a new team
behind the scenes in the
main kitchen, led by Executive Chef Travis Bensink and
chef de cuisine George Kovach. Kovach and several
other of the kitchen team’s
recent hires were personally
recruited by Bensink, and
signed up by Stanton and
Rick Heald, director of food
and beverage.
Bensink has quickly taken
charge of the large Athenaeum kitchen. Sporting his
black monogrammed executive chef tunic, he touts years
of diverse experience in the
culinary business and the
professionalism that comes
from growing up in a military family.
“I grew up on a farm
on Clymer Hill, above the
(Chautauqua County) town
of Clymer,” he said. “Although I know a lot about
farming, I also knew pretty
early on that I didn’t want to
spend my life as a farmer.”
He gravitated instead to
the business world, earning
an associate’s degree from
Pittsburgh Technical Institute. He worked at a Pittsburgh law firm; a graphics
business in Warren, Pennsylvania; and Walmart in the
Philadelphia exurbs before
moving back to Chautauqua.
Then he got married.
“I was a member of the
third successive generation

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

ABOVE: Executive Chef Travis
Bensink stands at the first line in
the Heirloom Restaurant kitchen.
Bensink has made extensive
preparation for the restaurant’s
opening for the 2014 season.

of my family from Clymer
to marry a girl from Panama
[New York],” he said with a
chuckle. He worked in the
area for several years, in
nursing homes and country
clubs.
“I was considering a career in nursing when my
boss said I was a natural
to work in the kitchen. His
words hit home.”
A job opportunity for his
wife, Twan, led the couple to
North Carolina, and Bensink
enrolled in the culinary arts
program at Guilford Tech,
where his wife was working as a disabilities counselor. Things began moving
quickly.
Bensink landed positions
at hotels and country clubs
in the Greensboro area and
Saratoga Springs, New York,
moving up the culinary ladder while gaining diverse experience and building a network of trusted associates.
The Bensinks now have
three children, the elder two
of whom will attend Children’s School this summer.
As the family grew, Bensink’s wife decided to stay
at home with the young children. The couple began to
feel the pull of home.
“One day, my wife asked
me if there were any jobs in
Chautauqua County that
interested me,” Bensink recalled. “My answer was that
there was one — the executive chef at the Athenaeum
Hotel. I found that the job
had opened over this past
off-season, and here I am.”
The Bensinks are inde-

ABOVE LEFT: Carrie Grifford,
Erin Hollas and Flora Iverson
form the Athenaeum Hotel’s
special events squad who
coordinate, prepare and deliver
catering services to special
Institution events inside and
outside the hotel.
LEFT: Sous chef Brian Michelotti
and chef de cuisine George
Kovach of the President’s
Cottage prepare all meals
for Chautauqua Institution
President Tom Becker, his wife,
Jane Becker, and their guests
throughout the season.

New is definitely
a watch word
forus this summer.
We’re anxious for
Chautauquans and
visitors alike to check
it all out.”
—BRUCE STANTON
General manager,
Athenaeum Hotel

pendent Baptists, embracing the expository teaching
methods of John MacArthur.
It was important for them
as they considered a return
to Chautauqua County that
there was a nearby congregation in Randolph, New
York. The ecumenicism and
breadth of religion at the Institution were also factors in
luring them here.
As he plans for the present and the future at the
Athenaeum, Bensink sees

2014 as a year for staff building and consolidation. The
organic and rooftop gardens
featured in recent years will
reappear in 2015.
“We’re laying the foundation for the future this year,”
Bensink said.
The new executive chef
has recruited several associates to fill out his supervisory team in the kitchen, several of whom already knew
Chautauqua by reputation.
Kovach, whom Bensink recruited for the President’s
Cottage, had also previously
worked with Bensink at a
Greensboro country club.
Kovach said he had no
formal culinary training,
but has absorbed knowledge
passionately.
“I’m self-trained, but I’d
say what stands out in my
culinary repertoire is modern takes on traditional dishes,” he said. “For instance,
I recently served mustard
seed ice cream with smoked
trout.”
Kovach has a strong artistic side and loves to draw

and paint. He is also a former
musician. These same traits
are shared by the new President’s Cottage sous-chef
and fellow Greensboro veteran, Brian Michelotti, who
was recruited by Kovach
and Bensink. Michelotti is a
North Carolina native, and
has experience with French
and Lebanese cuisine as well
in a predominantly farm-totable restaurant.
Aaron Stover of Jamestown is the executive sous
chef, overseeing all kitchen
operations for dinner. A 20year veteran of the restaurant business, Stover closes
the kitchen each night after
ensuring all is shipshape
condition.
“No one leaves without
checking out with me,” he
said. Stover, a graduate of
Youngsville High School,
has worked predominantly
in northwest Pennsylvania
during his culinary career.
The hotel’s breakfast and
lunch buffets and special
events catering are the province of Erin Hollas. The target of good-natured ribbing

about the gender implications of his first name, Hollas said everyone just calls
him by his last, partly to differentiate him from Stover.
Originally from Manhasset,
Long Island, Hollas moved
to North Carolina at the age
of 6 and wound up working
with Bensink and Kovach at
a hotel restaurant in Greensboro.
Hollas’ frequent close collaborator is Carrie Gifford,
who grew up in Panama,
New York, and now lives in
Mayville. Gifford oversees
breakfast in the kitchen,
and sometimes assists with
special events. Armed with
an associate’s degree from
the International Culinary
Academy of Pittsburgh, she
is now pursuing her bachelor of arts as a certified nutritionist at Mercyhurst College
in Erie. In her spare time,
Gifford works evenings at
Andriaccio’s.
The kitchen manager on
the new team is Francine
Rondenell, a Chautauqua
County native who lives in
Fredonia. Rondenell handles
scheduling, payroll, inventory, and, as she says, “whatever else it takes to get the
job done.” She has worked in
Bemus Point and on the West
Coast, and family ties drew
her back home.
Rounding out the new
hotel kitchen team is pastry
chef Flora Iverson. Growing
up in the Buffalo suburb of
Holland, Iverson earned an
associate’s degree in baking
from Alfred State in 2010
and came to Chautauqua after two years of running her
own cake business. “Most
of my jobs were for special
events and weddings,” she
said. “I didn’t get rich, but I
made some money at it.” She
is living on the grounds this
summer.
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Institution plants
seeds for healthy
Chautauqua Lake
zachary lloyd
Staff Writer

Chautauqua Institution
was founded with the mission to better the human
condition through education
and example. Now, sustainability is at the forefront of
Chautauquans’
collective
consciousness as well.
The 2014 season showcases a new host of initiatives
aimed at generating interest
in environmental issues affecting the local public.
“What we’re trying to
do here is consult and collaborate our efforts with the
larger lake community,” said
Doug Conroe, director of operations. “We don’t claim to
know everything, but we are
really trying to create an energy around these issues.”
Not surprisingly, the majority of issues addressed
deal with the health of the
community’s most important and tangibly valuable
resource.
Chautauqua Lake is an integral and inseparable part
of the Institution and larger
lake region. It literally and
symbolically reflects the
values of reinvigoration and
relaxation that have beenperpetuated by Chautauqua
since its inception. However,
human activity over the past
century — deforestation, agriculture, industrial development — has caused some
deleterious changes to the
health of the water that make
the present day one of the
most critical periods in this

productive lake’s life.
Before reaching Chautauqua Lake, water from
storms and snowmelt rushes
through the many ravines,
parking lots, golf courses,
farm fields and roads where
it becomes loaded with sediment and nutrients like nitrogen and phosphorous.
This water, now saturated
with the primary nutrition
that plants thrive on, enters
the lake and gets to work
feeding algae and other vegetation.
When algal growth begins
to increase past the carrying
capacity of an ecosystem,
it damages water quality,
decreases food and habitat
resources for local flora and
fauna, and leads to a severe
reduction in oxygen levels in
the water.
“Vegetation growth is a
good thing to have in a lake,
but not in overabundance,”
Conroe said. “When you get
this overabundance is when
you start to get real problems.”
As the director of operations, Conroe has a hand in
virtually everything that
makes Chautauqua tick,
but lately he has come to be
known for his work tackling
environmental issues. He
has helped to raise a relatively new stormwater management plan on Institution
grounds that includes the
implementation of rain gardens in ravines, the creation
of a wetland at Chautauqua
Golf Club, reintroducing
natural vegetation along the

Rachael Le Goubin | Staff Photographer

Currently under construction, the Janet F. and Arthur C. LeVan, Sr. Garden will be a 400-yard-long rain garden created for stormwater
management. The garden is located on Root behind Norton Hall.

shoreline, and improving
green infrastructure.
One of the best ways to do
this is to implement projects
that the public can observe,
follow and interact with during the season.
“It’s good, in a way, to
work on things during the
season because it shows
people what we’re doing and
gets them more involved,”
said Ryan Kiblin, the
grounds, gardens and landscape manager for the Institution. “More people comment and question that way.
When it’s just done and they
see the finished product they
don’t get as involved because
they don’t see the process of
it going in.”
Rain gardens are some of
the most effective forms of
water management as well
as one of the most interactive
preventative measures that

visitors to Chautauqua can
experience.
These “gardens” act as
natural water filters by using layers of stone, collection
ponds, native trees, shrubs
and other plants to slow
down and filter stormwater
running through the ravines
where they are built. The
stone, ponds and plants filter
out large amounts of sediment and nutrients, where
they end up soaking into the
ground and vegetation instead of the lake.
The Institution’s grounds,
gardens and landscape department has been hard at
work this pre-season creating a 400-foot-long rain garden, named The Janet F. and
Arthur C. LeVan Sr. Garden
behind Norton Hall, an area
that was an impermeable
parking lot a decade ago.

According to Kiblin, the
garden is styled with brick
walkways that wind through
50 native trees, 1,500 perennials, 300 shrubs and a
crushed limestone nature
trail that all work in unison
to filter excess nitrogen and
phosphorous.
The Institution has also
implemented a “Sustainable
Shoreline Action Plan,” with
the goal of re-establishing
the natural state of the lakefront to decrease soil erosion
and excessive wave action
along its banks.
The plan’s implementation is a relatively simple, yet
effective one, which relies on
the planting of native vegetation and the designation
of “no mow” zones along
the waterfront. Not only do
these buffer zones provide a
last line of filtration for water

runoff, but they also serve as
natural habitat for the lake’s
native denizen.
The most important thing
to know about buffer zones
is that it does not take an
institution or organization
to make. Anyone with lakefront property can easily
create one and make a difference just by not mowing a
small strip of yard.
“It’s pretty, but you can’t
build seawalls and grow
grass straight down to the
lake,” Conroe said. “ ‘No
lawns to the lake’ is the motto we need to adopt.”
Only 1.5 miles of shoreline is actually owned by the
Institution, leaving around
40 more miles of lakeshore
not under Chautauquan control. However, this does not
mean the Institution’s management efforts do not have
an impact on the health of
the lake. Real change will be
seen as surrounding communities begin to take an
interest in these environmental projects, and perhaps
adapt their own management plans to model those of
Chautauqua.
Anyone seeking more information about the stormwater management plan can find brochures
covering these initiatives in the
Visitors Center or lobby of the
Colonnade.
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2014 CLSC
selections
Week Nine / August 21 / 3:30 p.m.
Five Days at Memorial:
Life and Death in a
Storm-Ravaged Hospital
by Sheri Fink
Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Sheri Fink’s
Five Days at Memorial examines the fallout
of Hurricane Katrina and the dilemma of
end-of-life care. Set in the New Orleans
Memorial Medical Center, Fink tackles
tough themes and asks tough questions
about large-scale disasters and the
consequences of them.
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Exploring,
discovering
RYAN PAIT | Staff Writer

Week Eight / August 14 / 3:30 p.m.
The Names of Things
by John Colman Wood
John Colman Wood’s The Names of Things
centers on an anthropologist and his
wife who travel to northeast Africa to live
among camel-herding nomads. When
tragedy strikes and a secret is revealed, the
protagonist must come to terms with new
perceptions of love and grief

Week Seven / August 7 / 3:30 p.m.
Andrew’s Brain
by E.L. Doctorow
In Andrew’s Brain, E.L. Doctorow follows the
titular Andrew, who speaks with an unknown
partner about everything that has led him
to where he is now. The story examines
the ideas of conscience, personality and
memory in a probing and humorous way

Week Six / July 31 / 3:30 p.m.
Why Soccer Matters
by Brian Winter
Brian Winter co-authored Why Soccer
Matters with soccer legend Pelé, who provides fresh insight about one of the world’s
most popular sports. Through their work,
Winter and Pelé explore both the past and
future of soccer, Brazil and the world.

Week Five / July 24 / 3:30 p.m.
When Winter Come:
The Ascension of York
by Frank X Walker
Frank X Walker reimagines the explorations
of Lewis and Clark in When Winter Come.
Told through the viewpoint of York, a slave
who accompanied Lewis and Clark, Walker
gives new voice and perspective to the
story of America’s westward expansion

Week Four / July 17 / 3:30 p.m.
Our Declaration: A
Reading of the Declaration
of Independence in
Defense of Equality
by Danielle Allen
Danielle Allen examines the importance
of one of our nation’s most important
founding documents in Our Declaration.
Through her analysis, Allen explores the
idea that freedom rests on equality, and
that the Declaration supports this idea.

Week Three / July 10 / 3:30 p.m.
What I Did
by Christopher Wakling
Christopher Wakling portrays a family
crisis through the eyes of precocious
6-year-old Billy in What I Did. Billy sets
a chain of events into motion as he runs
into the street, raising questions about the
consequences of one’s actions.

Week Two / July 3 / 3:30 p.m.
On Such a Full Sea
by Chang-rae Lee
Pulitzer Prize finalist Chang-rae Lee
creates a futuristic, long-declining
vision of America in On Such a Full Sea.
Centered on a fish-tank diver named
Fan who must confront her identity and
destiny, Lee’s book explores questions
about destiny and free will.

Week One / June 26 / 3:30 p.m.
The Boy Detective:
A New York Childhood
by Roger Rosenblatt
Roger Rosenblatt examines the collision
and coexistence of past, present and
future as he makes his way through New
York City. Using an unconventional format
that dismisses the ideas of sections or
chapters, Rosenblatt has crafted a memoir
that plays with the idea of time.

It may not be Oprah’s Book Club,
but the Chautauqua Literary
and Scientific Circle has
quite the following.
Sherra Babcock, vice president and Emily and
Richard Smucker Chair for Education, said that while
the CLSC is popular among Chautauquans, it also
has influence outside Institution grounds. Babcock
said that other book circles nationwide and worldwide often use the CLSC’s list as their jumping-off
point.
The CLSC’s annual selections can almost take on
a life of their own. Babcock said that the CLSC books
often become interconnected through the distinction
of being a CLSC selection. This can easily be seen on
Amazon: look up any of the books selected for the
CLSC this season, and at least one other book from
the season will inevitably be “recommended” as well.
Conquering Amazon is no small feat, but the CLSC
seems to have pulled it off.
Babcock said the first element she looks for when
creating the CLSC list is a simple but essential one:
good writing.
“What I always hope that people get out of the
CLSC list is a book list that you can trust,” Babcock
said. Curating the list can be quite the task, however.
“It’s a little bit like putting a puzzle together,” she
continued, and part of that puzzle is fitting the books
into the vertical theme of the season.
The vertical theme serves as a kind of grand connector that unites each book under a common — but
broad — premise. This season’s theme is “exploration
and discovery,” one that Babcock hopes will be apparent in many ways, shapes and forms in the CLSC’s
selections for the season. The theme is also one that
aligns well with the July 26 inter-arts collaboration,
Go West!, Babcock said.
Babcock said the vertical theme can help those
participating in the CLSC off the grounds think critically about what they’re reading. Questions such as,
“What do these books have in common? Why was
this book chosen? How does it relate to the theme?”
can help readers both on and off the grounds structure their thinking about the literature they are
consuming.
The main goal of the vertical theme is to “intentionally embrace a
variety of genres and a
variety of work,” Babcock said. “It also keeps
every book from being
the same.”
“We’re very intenWhat I always hope
tional about having some
that people get out of
history, some science,
the CLSC list is a book
some poetry and some
short works, like eslist that you can trust.
says and short stories,”
It’s a little bit like putBabcock said. “And then,
ting a puzzle together."
of course, fiction is really
popular.”
—SHERRA BABCOCK
The broad spectrum
Vice president,
for this season includes
Emily and Richard Smucker
a memoir from Roger
Chair for Education
Rosenblatt about growing up in New York,
a new novel from
Chang-Rae Lee that focuses on a female fish-diver
in a declining vision of America and a book on the
importance of the Declaration of Independence by
Danielle Allen. Allen’s book, titled Our Declaration,
will be arriving hot off the presses at Chautauqua —
its release date is June 23.
Babcock said that it’s also helpful if the CLSC
books can be connected at least “in some tangential
way” to the theme of each week at the Institution.
This led Babcock to choose soccer legend Pelé’s Why
Soccer Matters as the book for Week Six, which focuses on Brazil as a rising superpower.
“Of course the book tells us a lot about soccer, but
if you read it, it actually tells you a lot about Brazil as
well,” Babcock said. “He talks about how the game
and the culture are intertwined.”
While the books themselves are important, so are the
writers. Babcock said having the writers attend Chautauqua can amplify and personalize the experience.
“We want a person who can acquaint us with the
writing and their writing process and the content of
the book as well,” Babcock said. For the most part,
writers seem eager to attend and speak about their
work. One notable exception is Fyodor Dostoevsky,
author of last year’s selection Crime and Punishment.
Dostoevsky’s death in 1881 prevented him from visiting in Chautauqua in 2013.
The variety of this season’s selections and visiting
authors has Babcock excited for the season, which
she said could be shaping up to be one of the best yet.
This season’s vertical theme also seems to be one that
many at Chautauqua will be able to relate to.
“Every Chautauquan is an explorer and a discoverer,” Babcock said. “I think sometimes when you
start discussing books with other people, you need a
starting place. You ask, ‘Why these nine books?’ And
it is a question to show people how exploration and
discovery can be a theme in their lives.”

Page B2

The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com 

OPERA

Weekend Edition, June 21 & 22, 2014

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

The 2014 Chautauqua Opera Young Artists gather on the Norton Hall stage following Monday evening’s sing-in.

OPERA AND CO.
PREPARE FOR A
PROMISING
SEASON WITH
ANNUAL SING-IN
MARK OPREA
Staff Writer

Opera singers, 27 in total, took the stage last Monday evening at Norton Hall
for the Chautauqua Opera
Company’s
introductory
sing-in. Called an “Evening
of Arias,” the soireé was not
only geared toward introducing Chautauquans to this
season’s young sopranos,
mezzos, tenors and basses,

but also a means of introducing the artists to their summer-long endeavor at the Institution.
And the new artists made
a shining debut. Rebekah
Howell, soprano, sang bel
canto with Friederich von
Flotow’s “Den Teuren zu vershohnen,” her hands resting gently on her abdomen.
Elizabeth Tredent, mezzo,
lit up the stage in her violet gown, singing “Signore,

ascolta” from Giacomo Puccini’s “Turandot.” Raehann
Bryce-Davis, mezzo-soprano
from New York City, demonstrated her vocal range
and vibrant trills, performing Francesco Cilea’s “Acerba
voluttà.” And bass-baritone
Brad Walker closed the show
personifying the comical
Don Magnifico, from Gioacchino Giocchino Rossini’s
La Cenerentola, stomping
around in the spotlight,
wide-eyed as he chastised
his idle “figli,” the audience.
Brandon Coleman, a bassbaritone from Indiana, shook
the foundations of Norton
Hall, belting out a selection
from Giuseppe Verdi’s Macbeth, “Come dal ciel precipita.”
Coleman said that his voice
“hit tenor” in seventh grade,
and dropped to basso soon
after.
“It got so low to the
point that I thought, ‘Oh
my God, I’m not going to
be able to sing [musicals]
anymore,’” he said. “But I

soon found opera.”
Now at Chautauqua,
Coleman finds himself part
of a unique experience — living in a century-old house,
Connolly Residence Hall,
with 30 other opera singers
is just one facet. Coleman,
like his fellow “opera campers,” are not just looking
forward to more on-stage
time, but also acquainting
themselves with the historic
grounds of the Institution.
“I tried researching Chautauqua before I came here,”
Coleman said. “But you can’t
really prepare yourself for a
place like this. And only now
that I’m here, I can see why.”
Andrew Lunsford, a tenor
from Denver, sang airy highs
in Puccini’s “Nessun dorma.”
A graduate of Indiana University, Lunsford said that
his anticipation for this 2014
opera season stems mainly
from Chautauquan culture.
The opera company, he said,
is inevitably affected.
“What’s unique about this

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Mezzo-soprano Clara Nieman performs “Una voce poco fa” from
Gioacchino Rossini’s Il Barbiere di Siviglia.

group, the artists here, is that
there’s no animosity at all,
there’s no egos,” Lunsford
said. “Everyone here seems
like a big family. It’s rare that
you find that anywhere else,
at any other [young artist
program].”
Although the company’s
main stage performances
were cut from four to two
in 2010, the production staff
continues to stress quality
over quantity. Melissa Orlov,
a member of the Chautauqua
Opera Guild, affirms that it’s
all about content.
“I don’t think we should
focus on the previous budget cuts, but more so on the
wonderful productions we
have coming up this season,”
she said. “We’re still doing
amazing things with opera,
and professional development is still very vibrant.”
Among the company’s
productions this season
are Puccini’s Madame Butterfly, debuting July 5, and
The Ballad of Baby Doe — run-

ning July 25 and 28 — which
align to the opera company
theme of “America’s Expansion: East and West.” That
theme complements the inter-arts collaboration of “Go
West!” Introductory Operalogues, hosted by Jay Lesenger, celebrating 20 years as
general/artistic director of
Chautauqua Opera Company, will take place before
each show.
In addition, the young
artists will present a concert of opera highlights July
12 and a Pops concert with
the Chautauqua Symphony
Orchestra. The studio artists will also be presenting
weekly art songs recitals
in trio, a concert of opera
scenes and a revue on Thursday afternoons in the Hall of
Christ.
For Chautauqua newcomers and returnees, this
season is sure be a hit —
come o non come precipita,
rain or shine.
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SYMPHONY

CSO: AUDITION EDITION
SYMPHONY LOOKS TO
CLOSE SEARCH FOR NEW
LEADERSHIP IN 2014
WILL RUBIN
Staff Writer

A

s the Chautauqua
Symphony Orchestra begins its 2014
season, the hope is
that it represents an ending
as well.
Over the course of a season chock-full of sterling
soloists and contemporary
classics, all eyes will be on
the eight guest conductors
vying to become the ninth
music director of the CSO.
The position has remained unfilled since Stefan
Sanderling’s departure following the 2010 season, and
this year marks the beginning of the formal search for
his replacement.
“We’ve had three seasons
of guest conductors, so we’ve
had quite a selection of people that have expressed interest in the job,” said Jason
Weintraub, longtime member and personnel manager
of the CSO. “The goal is to
name somebody at the end
of this season. It’s not a ‘set
in stone’ thing. If we can’t
decide on one person, it’s
conceivable that we go one
more year.”
Whether or not a decision
will be made is up to the
newly formed Music Director Search Committee, which
is made up of three representatives each from the orchestra, Institution leadership
and community at large.
At the end of the summer, the group will make a
recommendation to Marty
Merkley, vice president and
director of programming, as
to whom they wish to hire.
Along with their own observations, the committee
will consult surveys filled
out by concert attendees and
members of the CSO after
the conclusion of each concert.
Merkley has been the de
facto head of the CSO since
Sanderling’s exit and expressed his desire to find a
head man capable of a long
tenure in Chautauqua.
“What we want is a person
who is confident and who is
able to lead people,” Merkley said. “Some people do a
lot of show, but they aren’t
leading. Then there are people who outwardly do very

little, but they’re leading an
army of thousands.”
Among the eight maestros
invited to the Institution, it’s
an even split between those
returning to the grounds
and those hoping to make a
good first impression.
The quartet of repeat
conductors is made up of
Marcelo Lehninger, Rossen
Milanov, Roberto Minczuk
and Maximiano Valdés. The
four newcomers are Cristian
Macelaru, Bruce Hangen,
Christof Perick and Daniel
Boico.
Most of the finalists will
have the opportunity to lead
the CSO through two performances this season, with
only Milanov making a lone
appearance.
The committee drew from
the League of American Orchestras’ definition of what
being a music director entails
for the criteria by which they
will judge the candidates.
Not only must he possess an elite musical ear, the
successful director must be
able to fill the role of artistic
director as well as that of a
prominent face within the
Chautauquan community.
“I think by defining those
three roles in one, that’s how
we selected the eight candidates,” said Deborah Sunya Moore, the Institution’s
new associate director of
programming. “It’s not just
people we think can be great
conductors, but someone
with great vision who can relate to the community here.”
Though the continued
search for a permanent
music director will carry
through the 2014 season, the
music itself will maintain
the standards Chautauquans
have come to expect.
The performance schedule is headlined by the Chautauqua debut of American
composer Aaron Jay Kernis’
newest viola concerto. Commissioned in part by the
Institution, the piece will
be performed by two-time
Grammy nominee Paul Neubauer on Aug. 14.
Chautauquans will also
see familiar faces in the
coming months via the return of violinist Augustin
Hadelich and pianist Alexander Gavrylyuk as featured soloists with the CSO.

BRIAN SMITH | Daily File Photo

The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra performs July 2, 2013, in the Amphitheater.

BOICO

HANGEN

Both have been coming to
the Institution “since they
were little kids, practically,”
Weintraub said, and the two
are ingrained as community
favorites.
Gavrylyuk’s
selection
in particular will have an
added level of meaning for
Chautauquans as he performs George Gershwin’s
“Rhapsody in Blue” on Aug.
16.
Gershwin notably spent
the summer of 1925 at Chautauqua working on his
“Concerto in F,” thus any
performance of his work by
the CSO carries an increased
meaning across the community.
But the CSO 2014 season

LEHNINGER

MACELARU

won’t consist of just classical works. As part of their
auditions this summer, the
eight guest conductors must
incorporate a piece of contemporary music into their
programs.
Though most orchestras
across the world include
contemporary
compositions from time to time, the
amount featured this summer will, according to Merkley, be “interesting” for CSO
members and patrons alike.
“Normally orchestras will
do a few contemporary pieces here or there, but we’ve
got it on almost every concert,” Merkley said. “It’s a lot
of contemporary music for
one season.”

MILANOV

MINCZUK

PERICK

VALDES

» on the grounds

CAMERAS/RECORDING EQUIPMENT
The possession and/or use of cameras or recording devices
in all Chautauqua Institution performance facilities, including
the Amphitheater, Bratton Theater, Norton Hall, Elizabeth
S. Lenna Hall, Smith Wilkes Hall and Hall of Philosophy, are
prohibited except by authorized press and personnel.
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something new
Hoping to inspire dialogue,
Chautauqua Theater Company kicks off
2014 season with new, original work

Emma Foehringer
Merchant
Staff Writer

This season for Chautauqua Theater Company is one
of culmination.
For 10 years, CTC Artistic
Director Vivienne Benesch,
Resident Director Ethan McSweeny and Associate Artistic Director Andrew Borba
have steered the company’s
development, guiding the
company toward a season stocked with stories of
change and evolution. CTC
has arrived at a juncture.
“The makeup of the season
feels very rooted in what we
do best,” Benesch said. “I feel
that everyone is excited about
this moment of evolution and
change. We as a team will
sustain the excellence of what
we do, but we’re really excited for change.”
And Benesch is “not just
optimistic, but bubbling with
the possibility of it.”

The company has sandwiched a month of new
work — Molly Smith Metzler’s The May Queen, Heidi
Ambruster’s Dairyland, the
inter-arts production Go
West! and Carol Carpenter’s
The Guadalupe — between
two theater classics, Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun and William
Shakespeare’s The Tempest.
The structure of the season
reflects CTC’s continued
goals and features its second commission and world
premiere of The May Queen.
“It’s a good season as a
whole. I’m really excited
about the month of new
work,” said CTC Managing
Director Sarah Clare Corporandy. “It’s the mix of the old
and the new.”
Incorporating new and
original work was at the center of Benesch and McSweeny’s vision when they took
the helm of CTC 10 years ago,
making this season’s docket a

fitting anniversary present to
the Chautauqua community.
“It’s an ambitious season
with some new work, which
is always riskier because you
can’t necessarily sell it to the
audience on the basis of their
prior awareness of it,” McSweeny said. But this season’s
A Raisin in the Sun director
hopes Bratton Theater’s seats
will be filled just the same.
“My hopes for the season are
that it sells out every single
ticket and that it’s a huge success,” he said.
Chautauquans will observe scenes of family, memory, dreams and the future,
ideas that knit together this
season’s shows. Characters
in each play face a similar
crossroads to CTC — “owning your past so you can
spend your future,” in the
words of Benesch.
“We were looking at the
season at large and realizing
that there’s a lot of our heroes
who have to come to terms
with their past in order to
change and move forward.
Feels like a very universal
theme,” Benesch said. “I think
it is prevalent here and to me

rachael le goubin | Staff Photographer

Director Ethan McSweeny shows the cast of Raisin in the Sun a miniature model of how the set will
be arranged on the Bratton Theater stage.

rachael le goubin | Staff Photographer

Jonathan Majors and Chasten Harmon run through a scene from A
Raisin in the Sun at a rehearsal in Brawdy Theater Studios’ green
room Wednesday.

that’s very meaningful.”
Growth this season will
also involve encouraging
conversation about Chautauqua Institution’s future,
inspiring dialogue about
themes like diversity — explored last year in Clybourne
Park, which dealt with gentrification — and continued this
season in plays like Raisin in
the Sun, which features a predominantly black cast.
“By doing Clybourne last
year, and then doing Raisin
this year, it helps us achieve
one thing that’s also really
important to us, which is
staying in conversation with
our audience,” Borba said.
“Our audience is going to
be taken on a journey that’s
about exploration, family
and change, which I think is
something that’s relevant to
all of us in our daily lives,”
Corporandy said. “I’m looking forward to the discussion that will happen on the
grounds. And I don’t want
their experience with it to
stop after they’ve seen it in
the theater. I want the experience to continue out on the
porch the next day, at the

Our audience is going
to be taken on a journey
that’s about exploration,
family, and change …
I’m looking forward
to the discussion that
will happen on the
grounds.”
— ANDREW BORBA
Associate artistic director,
Chautauqua Theater Company

lecture, talking about what
it might have brought up for
them.”
But company leaders are
confident discussions will occur.
“It doesn’t take much to
create conversation in Chautauqua,” McSweeny said.
Corporandy agrees the
space created within Institution grounds is especially
conducive to promoting a
discourse surrounding con-

cepts brought up in the plays.
“That’s the great thing
about creating art at Chautauqua,” she said. “I’ll be
stopped on the street two
days after opening and
someone will want to talk
to me about it.”
This season’s educational
and community events, including weekly Thursday
Brown Bags, ’foreplays and
post-show talkbacks, aim to
supplement these conversations, allowing the community a space to discuss their
thoughts and ideas about the
plays beyond passive viewing.
“I feel that we are at a moment where we are now capable of continuing the excellent work and the educational
opportunities that we offer,”
Borba said. “I feel that we do
have the ability to now really
take it to the next level.”
Though
Corporandy,
Benesch, Borba and McSweeny said they do not
plan seasons by selecting works with coinciding
themes, common threads
often present themselves.
“You’re excited not only for
each individual production
but for the impact that your
full season is going to have
and what will define it,” Benesch said. “I think I’m most
excited that we’re doing what
we do best, which entails a lot
of doing great works of theater from our past and putting a big step forward into
the future.”
By mixing elements of the
company’s past with ambitions for its upcoming development, company leaders feel
CTC will reach new heights
of artistic performance.
“We’re continuing to ask
more of ourselves and more
of the audience, and I think
that’s going to reap great benefits for us this year — on all
fronts,” Borba said.

Weekend Edition, June 21 & 22, 2014

DANCE

CHRISTOPHER RECORD PHOTOGRAPHY

Pete Leo Walker and Melissa Anduiza, dancers for the Charlotte
Ballet, perform “Forgotten Land” by Jiri Kilian.

Chautauqua Dance
looks forward to season
of energy, education
CORTNEY LINNECKE
Staff Writer

For those who love the art
of dance, the Chautauqua
Dance program offers this
summer everything from
performances by dancers
in-residence to lectures on
various topics in the world
of dance.
The
Charlotte
Ballet,
known formerly as the North
Carolina Dance Theatre, will
be in residence for the first
seven weeks of the Chautauqua season, under the artistic direction of Jean-Pierre
Bonnefoux.
The company is scheduled for five performances
throughout the summer and
will twice be accompanied
by the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra. The Chautauqua School of Dance also
selects 12 students for the
Company Apprentice Program who will practice and
perform twice alongside the
Charlotte Ballet and twice at
student galas.
Aside from the Apprentice dancers, the Chautauqua
School of Dance also hosts
Festival and Workshop student dancers who will perform periodically throughout the summer.
It is the arrival of these
students that Chris Anderson, communications director of the Chautauqua Dance
Circle, looks forward to each
year. According to Anderson, the students bring a dynamism to Chautauqua that
makes the dance community
come alive.
“When the students arrive, the energy level around
here escalates exponentially,” Anderson said.

The Festival dancers —
older and more advanced
students — will dance at
two student galas, one choreographic workshop and
an evening performance in
the Amphitheater. Workshop dancers — the younger
students — are divided into
two groups that perform
separately. Workshop I dancers will be showcased at the
Carnahan-Jackson
Dance
Studios in July, and Workshop II dancers will be showcased once in July and once in
August at afternoon performances in the Amphitheater.
If watching dance just
isn’t enough, the Chautauqua Dance Circle puts on
10 lectures throughout the
season that are open to the
public. Five of these are preperformance lectures which
aim to increase audience
insight and understanding
of the evening recitals. The
other five address a variety of dance-related themes
and incorporate talks from
Chautauqua Dance program
staff members, guest speakers, dancing demonstrations
and even a film later in the
summer.
“We’re looking forward to
educating the public about
dance in a positive way,”
said Karen Dakin, president
of the Chautauqua Dance
Circle. “We really want to
enhance the enjoyment of
dance in Chautauqua.”
The 2014 dance season
kicks off on Thursday, June
26, with an 8:15 p.m. Chautauqua Dance Salon performance in the Amphitheater.
The recital will be preceded
by a 7 p.m. Chautauqua
Dance Circle pre-performance lecture.

» on the grounds

BICYCLE SAFETY RULES
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operation condition and
		shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling 		
		device, a rear reflector and a headlight. Operators under 14
		years of age must wear a New York state-required helmet.
2. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths
		reserved for pedestrian use.
3. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and
		prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph.
4. Bicyclists shall always give the right of way to pedestrians.
5. In accord with New York state law, bicyclists shall observe
		all traffic signs and signals (for example, stop signs, one-way
		streets)
Parents must ensure
that their children ride
responsibly by enforcing the
rules and by setting a good
example.

» on the grounds

WANT TO
SUBSCRIBE?
Stop by our office on
Bestor Plaza to order any
number of days, weeks or a
full season delivered directly to
your Chautauqua residence.
Not on the grounds? Call the
Daily at 716-357-6235 to get
your subscription through the
mail.

The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com 

Page B5

Page B6

APYA
The Abrahamic Program
for Young Adults, now in its
ninth year, is designed to reflect the efforts and mission
of the Department of Religion in building the Abrahamic Community by teaching
young adults at Chautauqua
Institution about the shared
heritage of the Abrahamic
traditions: Judaism, Christianity and Islam. This year’s
team is comprised of Jewish coordinator Yael Allen,
Christian coordinator Alma
Gast, female Muslim coordinator Amber Muhammad
and male Muslim coordinator Kaiser Aslam.
Baptist House
The Rev. John Tharp, interim pastor of Central Square
Baptist Church in New York,
presents a sermon titled
“Take Out the Garbage —
Leave it Out” at 9:30 a.m. in
the Baptist House, 35 Clark.
Tharp, who holds a degree
from
Andover
Newton
Theological School, served
churches in Massachusetts
and New York before retiring in 2010 as senior pastor
of First Baptist in Penn Yan,
New York. Soprano Mary
Ellen Kimble presents vocal
music.
Blessing and Healing Daily
Service
The Blessing and Healing service, sponsored by
the Department of Religion,
takes place at 10:15 a.m.
weekdays in the Randall
Chapel of the United Church
of Christ headquarters. We
join in prayer for healing and
for our individual needs as
well as the needs of others.
Chabad Lubavitch of
Chautauqua
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin
presides at the 9:30 a.m. Shabbat service on Saturday in
the Everett Jewish Life Center Library. The Torah reading is Korach (Num. 16:1). A
Kiddush follows at 12:15 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 9:50 p.m.
There is a brief beginner’s
morning service followed by
breakfast at the men’s Tefillin Club at 9:30 a.m. Sunday
at the Zigdon Chabad Jewish
House.
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Rabbi Vilenkin presents
a lecture, “Maimonides, a
Guide to the Perplexed,” at
9:15 a.m. Monday in the Library Room of the Literary
Arts Center.
Chautauqua Catholic
Community
Masses are celebrated this
weekend at 5 p.m. Saturday
in the Hall of Philosophy,
and on Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in
the Hall of Christ and 12:15
p.m. in the Hall of Philosophy.
Daily Mass is celebrated
at 8:45 a.m. and 12:10 weekdays in the Episcopal Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.Priests
in residence this week are the
Rev. James DiLuzio, C.S.P.,
Paulist Father Missionary of
New York City, and the Rev.
James Vacco, O.F.M., pastor
of St. Bonaventure Parish,
Allegany, New York, and
adjunct instructor at St. Bonaventure University.
The Rev. Todd Remick
is spiritual advisor of the
Chautauqua Catholic Community and pastor of St.
Mary of Lourdes in Mayville
and Bemus Point. Deacon
Ray and Pat Defendorf of
All Saints Parish in Corning are host and hostesses at
the Catholic House. Deanna
Bliss of Mayville is weekend
sacristan.
Chautauqua Dialogues
Chautauqua Dialogues,
in its third consecutive year,
provides an opportunity for
Chautauquans to participate
in small group discussions
based on the 2 p.m. Interfaith
Lectures sponsored by the
Department of Religion at
the Hall of Philosophy. The
groups meet from 3 to 5 p.m.
Friday at various venues.
Sign-up to participate in one
of these facilitated group discussions immediately before
or after the 2 p.m. lecture at
the Hall of Philosophy Tuesday through Thursday. This
activity is sponsored by the
Department of Religion.
Christian Science House
“Is the Universe, Including Man, Evolved by Atomic
Force?” is this week’s Bible
lesson subject. In addition
to hearing it at the 9:30 a.m.
Sunday service, you are welcome to study it during the

Interfaith News
Compiled by meg viehe
week in our reading room,
where other research materials, including periodicals
and a computer-based concordance are available.
Disciples of Christ
“A Place at the Table” is
the communion meditation
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday at the
Disciples of Christ House, 32
Clark. The Rev. Jim Wheeler,
chaplain for the Disciples
houses this week, uses the
text Genesis 43:29-34 to look
at how all of us have been
blessed to share our joys and
our sorrows at the Lord’s table. Wheeler is a graduate of
Transylvania University and
Lexington Theological Seminary. He served Disciples of
Christ churches in Georgia,
North Carolina, Florida and
now Lawrenceburg, Kentucky.
Episcopal Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
The Rev. Virginia Carr,
priest of St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield, New
York, and vicar of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd in
Chautauqua, presides at services of Holy Communion at
7:45 and 9 a.m. on Sunday in
the Chapel of the Good Shepherd. She leads a service of
sung Compline at 9:30 p.m.
Sunday in the chapel. Carr
presides at a Holy Eucharist
at 7:45 a.m. weekdays in the
chapel. The chapel, located at
the corner of Clark and Park,
is handicap-accessible via an
elevator on the Park side, and
is open all day for meditation
and prayer.
Hurlbut Memorial Community
Church
A service of meditation,
scriptures, songs, prayers,
and communion is 8:30 to
9:15 a.m. Sunday at Hurlbut Memorial Community
Church. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Hurlbut Church Lemonade
Stand
The stand serves coffee,
lemonade, iced tea, sweet
rolls, grilled hot dogs, hamburgers and Italian sausages
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday on
the sidewalk in front of Hurlbut Memorial Community
Methodist Church.
Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accepting non-perishable food
items for the Ashville Food
Pantry. Non-perishable food
donations may be dropped
off at any time at the Scott
entrance of Hurlbut Church.
Hurlbut Church Meal Ministry

and sponsored by the Department of Religion, an
orientation is presented at
7 p.m. every Monday. The
Chautauqua labyrinth next
to Turner Community Center, is accessible though the
Turner building or through
the parking lot, if arriving
via state Route 394. There
is bus and tram service to
Turner.
Lutheran House
The Rev. David M. Blank
presides at a service of Holy
Communion at 9:30 a.m.,
Sunday at Lutheran House
located on the brick walk at
the corner of Peck and Clark.
Blank, senior pastor at First
Lutheran Church in Warren,
Pennsylvania, has served
congregations in Sheffield,
Pennsylvania, and Holy
Trinity Lutheran in Little
Falls, New York. He was the
chaplain of Lutheran Care
Ministries in Clinton, New
York.
Presbyterian House

Hurlbut Memorial Community United Methodist
Church serves lunch from
11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. weekdays, and dinner from 5-7
p.m. each Thursday during the season. The church
is located on the corner of
Scott and Pratt. The weekday lunches options include
soup, sald, fruit, vegetables,
quiche, or taco or crab salad.
All lunches are served with a
beverage and a freshly baked
cookie for $7 and are for eat
in or take out. All proceeds
from the meals benefit the
mission and ministries of the
Hurlbut Church.

The Rev. Wayne Urbanowski, pastor of the Leon
Springs Presbyterian Church
in San Antonio, Texas, presides at the 9:30 a.m. worship
Sunday in the Presbyterian
Houses Chapel. His sermon,
“See For Yourself” is based
on John 1: 29-42.
Presbyterian House welcomes all Chautauquans
to our porch for coffee, hot
chocolate and lemonade
each morning following the
weekday morning worship
and preceding the morning
lecture.

International Order of the
King’s Daughters and Sons

The Religious Society of
Friends, Quakers, meets for
worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday
in the Octagon Building on
the corner of Cookman and
Wythe. All are welcome.

The Ida A. Vanderbeck
Chapel on Pratt Street is
open to all for prayer and
meditation from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. daily. The International
Order of King’s Daughters
and Sons own the chapel,
which has been open since
1963.
Labyrinth
Chautauquans continue
to have the opportunity to
learn about and walk the
labyrinth during the 2014
Season. Led by Wally Rees

Let’s
Visit!

WESTFIELD
Just 10.5 miles from chautauqua institution off rt. 394. w

Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers)

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship
The Rev. Frank Hall, minister emeritus of the Unitarian Church in Westport, Connecticut, leads this season’s
opening service of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday in
the Hall of Philosophy. His
sermon topic is “Spirituality

Without Religion.”
Ann Weber coordinates
the music programming religious education for children
ages 4-12, which is available
during the service at the Unitarian Universalist House at
6 Bliss.
Hall will lead an informal
discussion of Sunday’s sermon at 9:15 a.m. Monday on
the patio behind the Denominational House. All Chautauquans are welcome to join
this discussion of Sunday’s
sermon, followed by questions about the Unitarian
Universalist faith tradition.
United Church of Christ
The Rev. Alan Dailey,
UCC Chaplain of the Week,
leads the 8:45 a.m. Sunday
worship service in Randall
Chapel at the UCC Headquarters building. His sermon, “Miracles Require a
‘Yes!’ ” is based on Luke 7:1123. Dailey serves UCC congregations in the Rochester,
New York area.
United Methodist
The Rev. Carmen Perry
leads the 9:30 a.m. Sunday
service in the United Methodist Chapel. Her sermon title is “The Measure of Love.”
Perry serves the Boulevard
United Methodist Church
in Binghamton, New York.
Beginning July 1, she is the
new pastor of Hurlbut Memorial Community Church
on Chautauqua Institution
grounds.
A “Welcome Back to
Chautauqua Three Taps Party” is on the porch after Sunday’s Sacred Song service.
Stop by for a cup of coffee between the morning worship
and the 10:45 a.m. lecture.
Come share lunch and a
chaplain’s chat at noon on
our porch Tuesday. Stop by
the house or call 716-3572055 by Monday to pre-order
your lunch from the Hurlbut
Church lunch ministry.
Unity of Chautauqua
The Rev. Ron Neff leads
the 9:30 a.m. Sunday service
in the Hall of Missions. His
message is titled “What Is
Spirituality Anyway?” Unity
holds a morning meditation
8 to 8:30 a.m. weekdays in
the Hall of Missions.
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Burchfield’s and Feiffer’s work featured at Strohl
KARLY BUNTICH
Staff Writer

For the first time in more
than 60 years, the work of
Charles E. Burchfield will
be shown at the Chautauqua
Institution when The Paintings and Writings of Charles E.
Burchfield opens at the Strohl
Art Center.
Burchfield’s work was
originally displayed at a
show at Chautauqua in 1952,
which served as a precursor
to the Chautauqua Exhibition that began in 1957.
“There was an exhibition
at McKnight Hall, which
was then a small barn, because there was no exhibition facility at Chautauqua,”
said Don Kimes, artistic
director of Visual Arts at

Chautauqua Institution.
This summer’s exhibition will be curated by Tullis
Johnson and maintained in
cooperation with the Burchfield Penney Art Center in
Buffalo, New York.
“I had done three years
with Albright-Knox [Art
Gallery] and thought it was
time to move to another institution, so I went one hundred yards across the street
to the Burchfield Penney,”
Kimes said.
According to Kimes, because Burchfield had such
an influence on late 20th century painters, he eventually
wants to present his work in
concert with the art of those
he inspired.
The exhibition has pieces from different points in

Burchfield’s career, interspersed with his writings,
which have a definitive poetic quality.

Instead of life existing for art, it’s art existing for life."
—Don Kimes
Artistic director,
Visual Arts at Chautauqua Institution

“His work was about life,”
Kimes said. “Instead of life
existing for art, it’s art existing for life, and that sensibility is really interesting and it
comes out in a lot of his writing.”
Also opening in the Strohl

LEAP OF FAITH

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Alexis Roades, 19, Zach Smolar, 18, Alexis Chang, 18, and Roman Cano, 17, all from Pittsburgh, pick
up small frogs during an overcast afternoon at Palestine Park on June 13.

the places on the lake
The Mayville
Night Spot!
Full Lunch &
Dinnner Menu
Served until
10 pm
Light Menu
always
available

everyone’s talking

PARTY ON THE

LARGEST PORCH

ON CHAUTAUQUA LAKE!

trivia, live djs
karoake, live music

N I G H T LY E N T E R T A I N M E N T
6 pm on the deck • 10 pm on the stage

OPEN DAILY 11 am - 2 am

Route 394 • 13 Water Street 716-753-2813

Art Center is an exhibition titled “Humor.” It features the
work of Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist Jules Feiffer,

about
Be Your
Own Chef!
Discover the
Fun of Fondue
and Grill Your
Own Steaks!
Come by Boat!
Public Dock
Available

7 Water Street 716-753-2525

along with other artists.
“It’s a small-scale show,
but it ties in to theme week,
and since Feiffer is here we
thought we’d get some of his
drawings in,” Kimes said.
The artists were chosen
on the presence of humor

in their works, whether the
humor is straightforward or
more metaphoric.
Feiffer, a self-described
“child of the Cold War,”
began drawing cartoons
for the Village Voice in the
1950s.
“There was a sense of real
repression,” said Feiffer of
the tense climate of the McCarthy era. “You could put
your whole career in danger.”
But Feiffer remained unfazed.
“My future couldn’t be in
danger because I didn’t have
one and I said exactly what I
thought,” Feiffer said. “Readers responded immediately
because I represented how
they felt and often what they
were afraid to speak about.”

While many of the reactions to his earliest work
commented on how funny
or clever it was, Feiffer said
there were many who wondered how he “got away with
it.”
“I felt that my job was
to say things and explain
things socially and politically that people thought about
but didn’t express directly,”
he said. “To find a humorous form, a satirical form
… so as not to lecture them
but to make them think
about things that they hadn’t
thought so much about before.”
“That was my assignment,” said the 85-yearold cartoonist. “And that’s
the way I’ve been doing it
ever since.”
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KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

Strohl Art Center employees Joshua Clark and Colin Shaffer hang Amy Wright’s lifesize painting, “Remember, Hand Me Down,” in
preparation for the 57th Chautauqua Annual Exhibition of Contemporary Art in Strohl Art Center’s Main Gallery space.

“Machine for the Lazy Bones” by David Barnett is displayed as
part of the 57th Annual.

Renowned critic Saltz judges ‘colorful’ 57th Chautauqua Annual
KARLY BUNTICH
Staff Writer

When Jerry Saltz agreed
to be the juror for the 57th
Chautauqua Annual Exhibition of Contemporary Art,
he fulfilled one of artistic
director of the Visual Arts at
Chautauqua Institution Don
Kimes’ longtime wishes.
“I’ve wanted to get him
for years,” said Kimes, who,
with the help of his advisory board, finally convinced
Saltz to visit the Institution
and serve as the exhibition’s
juror.
Saltz, an art critic for
New York Magazine, has been
nominated for three Pulitzer Prizes and his opinion
is widely respected in the
world of contemporary art.

Kimes said the annual process of obtaining a juror for
the event often takes years of
planning.
“I’ll get people to come
out who had never been here
before and I’ll work on them
for several years,” he said.
“Then, once they come out,
they get interested in things
and they want to come back.
Hopefully, that will happen
with Jerry too, because he is
a really important commentator on contemporary art.”
The exhibition opens 3
p.m. Sunday, June 22, in the
main gallery of Strohl Art
Center. Saltz will choose
the pieces that will receive
awards ranging from $100
to $1,000, and $2,500 will be
given in total.

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographert

“Snowy Owl” by Bill Reid.

This year, there were
more than 700 applications
— nearly double the number of applications from last
year, Kimes said.
Five of the 33 artists chosen happen to be alumni of
the School of Art, though
Saltz was unfamiliar with
Chautauqua while choosing
the applicants.
“We’ve never had anything happen like that before,” Kimes said.
Saltz’s choice of artists
pleased Kimes.
“Here’s this serious critical voice that picked five
former students out of 33
people. One of six people in
this show, almost, is a former
Chautauqua student. It really speaks to the quality of
the program,” Kimes said.
Kimes said the exhibitions vary every summer
based on the sensibilities of
the jurors, but this year’s exhibition features one noticeable difference.
“The one thing I noticed
was color,” he said. “There’s
a lot more color in the show
than last year.”
According to Kimes, last
year’s exhibition featured
mostly monochromatic pieces.
One of these colorful pieces in the exhibition is embroidery on linen made by
Heidi Leitzke, who spent the
summers of 2000 and 2001

studying at the School of Art
studying landscape painting
and drawing.
After the birth of her son
three years ago, Leitzke returned to the hand-held embroidery she had made as a
child because of its convenience and small scale.
“The fact that it doesn’t
dry out if I put it down and
the needle stays right where
I left it makes it really accommodating for my schedule,”
she said. “So I can still fit in
a couple of hours of studio
time, it’s just broken up to
different times of the day.”
This year’s piece, titled
“Gate,” features an embroidered black outline of a wall
and gate behind which the
overflowing foliage of jagged
cerulean and turquoise blossoms cannot be contained.
“I think about things like
secret gardens, and so that’s
kind of where the piece came
out of,” she said. “There’s
kind of layers of space, things
being contained or hidden,
what’s revealed, what’s exposed. Those kinds of things
are what I’m interested in.”
Leitzke said her summers
spent at Chautauqua still influence her life.
“If I hadn’t spent that
time painting, I don’t think I
would have ended up spending my life in art the way I
am now,” she said.

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

Clark adjusts a light as he and Shaffer finish the first installation of
the 2014 season.
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FRONT ROW: Mary Lee Talbot, Kreable Young, Arshie Chevalwala, Jess Miller, Zainab Kandeh, Sara Toth, Kelsey Bell, Sarah Rocco, John Ford, George Cooper. MIDDLE ROW: Deborah Trefts, Zachary
Lloyd, Cortney Linnecke, Ryan Pait, Rachael Le Goubin, Matt Burkhartt, Josh Beal, Carley Hull, Kelsey Husnick, Kelsie Netzer, Will Rubin, Amanda Mainguy. BACK ROW: Ray Downey, Drew Olkowski, Emma
Foehringer Merchant, Allison Levitsky, Mark Oprea, Mike Kasarda, Yi-Chin Lee, Lori Humphreys, Carson Quirós, Quinn Kelley, Karly Buntich, Jordan Steves.

Student writers, photographers, designers, editors from around
the country and the world collaborate to produce this summer’s Daily
JOSH BEAL

COPY editor

Josh Beal is a senior at
Western Kentucky University, where he majors in
journalism and minors in
creative writing. His dartboard of pursued career
paths is decorated with
trinkets from pop culture
studies, graphic design and
photojournalism — all of
which speak to his desire
to engage audiences and to
craft a story. Beal serves as
the managing editor of the
Talisman, WKU’s yearbook
publication, and cannot
wait to begin his adventure
with the Daily.
Kelsey Bell

Design editor

Kelsey Bell is a junior at
Ohio University’s School
of Visual Communication,
majoring in infographics
and publication design. She
is returning to the Daily for
her second summer as a design editor. Out of the newsroom her interests seem to
change with the hour, but
she always enjoys playing
with dogs.
karly buntich

visual arts, LIBRARY

Karly Buntich attends
St. Bonaventure University,
where she studies journalism
and history. She is an avid
music fan and works at the

university’s radio station, The
Buzz, and runs a weekly classic rock show. She’s a member
of the music department and
writes reviews for the station’s
website. When she’s not rocking out, Karly enjoys reading
and attending concerts.
MATT BURKHARTT

PHOTOGRAPHER

Matt Burkhartt is a 28-yearold Rochester, New York, native. He was born in South Korea and raised by his adopted
parents, Glen and Cindy. He
graduated from Rochester
Institute of Technology (RIT)
this past May with a Bachelor
of Fine Arts in photojournalism. Prior to studying photography, Burkhartt spent a
year studying filmmaking
in New York City at the New
York Film Academy. He is
very excited to be part of the
Chautauqua community with
the privileged responsibility
of documenting this summer.
ARSHIE CHEVALWALA
DESIGN EDITOR

Arshie Chevalwala recently graduated with an Master
of Arts in arts journalism
from Syracuse University.
While earning her degree,
she wrote features and reviews for the Syracuse New
Times, The NewsHouse and
Green Room Reviews in Syracuse, New York. She spent
this past spring in New York
City interning with the Paley

Center and just finished covering Spoleto Festival USA
for The Post and Courier in
Charleston, South Carolina.
Born and raised in Mumbai,
India, she spends her time
reading about indigenous art,
cooking spicy food and enunciating her last name.
George Cooper
Archives

George Cooper writes preview articles for the Archives
Heritage Lecture Series, as
well as a weekly column, “The
Daily Record,” drawing from
Chautauqua history as relayed in the Daily of yesterday.
This summer, George will explore the 1950s.

but will write features this
summer. Humphreys worked
for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette,
the Almanac Newspaper and
several Pittsburgh community magazines, including the
Mt. Lebanon Magazine.
kelsey husnick

Interfaith Lecture
S e r i e s; Ab r a h a m i c
P r o g r a m fo r Yo u n g
A d u lt s; M y s t i c
He art Program

Born and raised in Utica,
New York, Ray Downey now
calls Mayville home, where
he lives with his wife, Tina,
their 23-month-old daughter,
Evelyn, and their dog, Buddy.
Ray begins his 16th summer
as production manager for
the Daily. This is also his 15th
year working year-round as
the Institution’s graphic designer.

Kelsey Husnick is a senior at Kent State University, graduating in December
with a bachelor’s degree in
magazine journalism and
minors in international
business and Italian. She
loves to travel and is always
seeking out new adventures and ways to expand
her horizons. When she’s
not reporting, she enjoys
jogging, playing volleyball
and geocaching. If she’s not
outdoors, you can find her
cuddled up in a nook with
a cup of coffee, busy reading or blogging.

John Ford

zainab kandeh

Ray Downey

Production Manager

Features

John Ford was a college
sportswriter and United
Press International radio
news service editor, followed by a foreign service
career with the U.S. Department of State. Afterward,
he spent several years in
the chocolate business,
published numerous travel
articles and became a certified life coach. A longtime
Chautauquan, John is back
as a features writer for the
Daily. He’s often sniffing
around for news at one end
of a leash, with ace news
dog Charlie at the other end
— who’s probably sniffing
for something else.
CARLEY HULL
WEB EDITOR

Carley Hull is a senior
magazine journalism major
at Kent State University and
a two-cups-to-function coffee drinker. In Kent, Hull has
worked for the award-winning magazine, The Burr, and
is the editor of the news website KentWired. When she’s not
doing Web stuff or writing,
Hull likes to lift weights like a
girl, read mystery novels and
cuddle with her oversized Yorkie named Dexter.
Lori Humphreys
F e at u r e s

Lori Humphreys is beginning her seventh year as
a member of the Daily staff.
She covered the Chautauqua
Women’s Club for five years,

s choo l of m u s i c,
c l s c yo u n g r e a d e r s

Driven, hardworking and
innovative are the words that
come to mind when Ohio University senior Zainab Kandeh
thinks of herself. With experience ranging from print to
broadcast and a passion for
telling stories, helping others
and learning of life’s greatest
wonders, Zainab is excited to
continue Chautauqua’s morethan century-old legacy of celebrating the brilliance of human talents and the pursuit of
continued knowledge. Zainab
is a journalism student with
specializations in Spanish and
African-American Studies at
Ohio University’s E.W. Scripps
School of Journalism.
mike kasarda
Recreation;
Boys’ and Girls’ Club

Mike Kasarda will graduate from Ohio University
this summer with bachelor’s
degrees in journalism and
political science. A lifelong
outdoor enthusiast and sports
junkie, Mike is thrilled to explore connections between
recreation and Chautauqua’s
commitment to reinvigorating, lifelong learning. When
not in the newsroom, he can
likely be found lounging on
the dock fishing for walleye
and fresh story ideas.

quinn kelley
I n t e r fa i t h l e c t u r e
pr e v ie ws, Sacr ed
So n g s e r v i c e s ,C H O IR ,
O RGANS

A Columbus, Ohio, native, Quinn Kelley is a recent
journalism graduate from
the University of Maryland.
Although her past reporting stints have been in cities
such as Baltimore, New York
and Washington, D.C., she
is excited to spend the summer in a less urban environment, exploring Chautauqua
for the first time. When she’s
not previewing the Interfaith
Lectures for the Daily, you’ll
likely find her reading Joan
Didion, watching “The Wire”
or trying (and failing) to break
her coffee addiction.
yi-chin lee

m u lt i m e d i a e d i to r

Yi-Chin Lee is a graduate
photojournalism student at
the University of Missouri.
She also earned her bachelor’s degree in broadcast
journalism from the University of Minnesota. She is
excited to tell stories happening in Chautauqua through
multimedia format.
rachael le goubin
P hoto g r a ph e r

Rachael Le Goubin is a
photojournalism junior at
Kent State University in
Kent, Ohio. She works as the
photo editor for the Daily
Kent Stater, the student-run
newspaper at Kent State,
along with being a staff
photographer for the campus fashion publication A
Magazine. She calls Houston
home, but left to learn what it
takes to be a photojournalist.
She hopes to start her career
in news photography after
graduation.
allison levitsky

mo r n i n g l e c t u r e
p l at fo r m

San Francisco Bay Area
native Allison Levitsky is a
senior anthropology major
at the University of California, Berkeley, where she
gives newscasts on the campus radio station, conducts
research for the Folklore Archive, and cooks weekly dinners for her 60 housemates.
She discovered Chautauqua
through her copywriting job
at FORA.tv, the San Francisco website that hosts some of
the Institution’s lectures. She
is exploring potential careers
in radio and print journalism, and is thrilled to spend
the summer in such an extraordinary place.

CORTNEY LINNECKE

Da nce prog r a m,
Institution
A d m i n i s t r at i o n , bo a r d
of t r u s t e e s , p r op e r t y
ow n e r s a s s oc i at i o n

Cortney Linnecke is no
stranger to Chautauqua. She
grew up in nearby Stow and
is now a senior at SUNY Geneseo, where she double majors
in English and international
relations. Cortney studied
dance for 11 years but upon
entering college traded in her
dance slippers for a pair of
hockey skates. Although she
now practices slap shots instead of pirouettes, she is excited to return her focus to dance
for the 2014 season.
zachary lloyd

e n v i r o n m e n ta l i s s u e s ,
ch a u ta u q u a l a k e ,
ch a u ta u q u a
u tilit y district

Recently graduated from
Ohio University with a bachelor’s degree in magazine
journalism and a certificate
in environmental studies,
Zachary Lloyd is looking
forward to spending this
summer covering the greener side of Chautauqua.
Spearheading the brand
new environmental beat for
the Daily, Zachary looks to
illuminate ecological initiatives and concerns that affect the local community.
amanda mainguy
photo g r a ph e r

Amanda Mainguy is a
graduate student in the journalism school at the University of Missouri, with an emphasis in photojournalism.
Her interests include pursuing documentary work domestically and abroad. She
attended Fordham University, where she s tudiedvisual
arts and art history. A native
of Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
she has worked in commercial and fine art photography, and enjoys using 35mm
and medium format film
when she is not on assignment. She misses her dog,
Watson, very much, and will
welcome the opportunity to
play with and photograph
any new dogs she meets.
emma foehringer
merchant

C h a u ta u q u a t h e at e r
compa n y, f r i e n d s
of t h e at e r , fa m i ly
e n t e r ta i n m e n t

Emma Foehringer Merchant is a 2014 graduate of
Pomona College, where she
majored in environmental
analysis and minored in
Spanish. She enjoys cooking and having a very long
last name. Right now, Foehringer Merchant is working
see staff, page C5
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Literary Arts

Writers’ Center welcomes poets, Writers-in-residence
Jordan, Daniels,
prose writers and playwrights
ryan pait
Staff Writer
The Chautauqua Writers’
Center is known as a place
that fosters growth for students looking to hone their
craft.
Just ask Clara Silverstein,
the program director of the
Writers’ Center. She used to
be one of them.
Silverstein started as a
student at the Writers’ Center in 1993 after the birth of
her daughter, and worked
her way to the position she
holds today. In what Silverstein called a true “full circle” moment, her daughter is
now employed at the Chautauqua Bookstore.
The Writers’ Center hosts
two
writers-in-residence
each week: one prose writer
and one poet. While visiting,
the writers lead Brown Bag
lectures on Tuesdays and Fridays, give public readings of
their work on Sundays and
lead workshops throughout
the week at the Literary Arts
Center at Alumni Hall.
When planning the season, Silverstein said she
looks for writers who will
be ultimately be a good fit
for the Chautauquan community. Silverstein said one
of the best ways to do this is
to always be on the lookout,
and that means she’s “always
reading.”
Silverstein said that being in a “stimulating environment” like Chautauqua
is beneficial both for the
writers-in-residence
and
their students because it
“can promote an interchange
of ideas.” For the students,
they’re exposed to writers
doing real work in the field
that can help them “make
the decisions and take the
direction” needed to make
their work even better, Silverstein said.
As a past student, Silverstein would know. She said
that the “support, encouragement and respect” given
to her both by the writers-inresidence and her fellow students was “hugely helpful.”
Seeing students of the
Writers’ Center achieve successes of different sorts is
important as well. Silverstein said that not every student at the Writers’ Center
is looking to get published
— some just want to record
their history — but that
some students have gone on
to be published. Success and
growth of all kinds at the
Writers’ Center is key.
“It’s very gratifying to see
results like that,” Silverstein
said.

Week One

Week Four

The 2014 season kicks off
with visits from Hillary Jordan, Jim Daniels and April
Eberhardt.
Jordan, author of Mudbound and When She Woke,
will teach a workshop called
“Come Away with Me: An
Intensive Workshop on
Voice.” In it, Jordan will explore the different forms of
voice in writing and how to
make those voices compelling.
Daniels, author of Birth
Marks and Eight Mile High,
will lead a course on ekphrastic writing, which is
writing in response to other
art forms. The workshop,
called “Shared Inspiration,”
will encourage students to
both examine and engage in
ekphrastic writing.
Eberhardt, who describes
herself as a “literary change
agent,” will lead a special workshop called “The
New Era of Publishing: An
Agent’s Perspective.” Over
the course of two days, Eberhardt will help students explore the many pathways to
publishing that are available
to them today.

Roy Hoffman, author of
Come Landfall, will explore
the concept of home in his
workshop “That Place Called
Home.” Hoffman and his
students will discuss and
explore the multiple themes
that the idea of home offers
and how to use it in their
own work.
Aimee Nezhukumatathil,
author of Lucky Fish, will lead
a workshop called “Writing
the World Around You.” Nezhukumatathil will encourage students to look to myth,
folklore, science and natural
history as inspiration for
their poetry.

Week Two
Jonathan Eig, former staff
writer for The Wall Street Journal and author of the upcoming Birth of the Pill, will lead a
workshop called “It Takes a
Hero.” In his workshop, Eig
and his students will explore
what makes a good hero and
how to craft one.
Poet Shara McCallum, author of This Strange Land, will
lead an advanced workshop
on poetry called “Form Unbound.” McCallum will help
students explore new forms
of writing poetry and shake
the idea that poetic form is
static and restrictive. McCallum’s workshop starts
in Week Two and will go
through Week Three.
Week Three
Marion Roach Smith, author of The Memoir Project,
will lead an extensive workshop on memoir writing aptly titled “Memoirama.” In
it, Smith will teach students
the ins and outs of memoir
and encourage them to begin crafting their own reflections.
Stephen Haven, author of
The Last Sacred Place in North
America, will lead a poetry
workshop called “Myself
and More: Deepening the
Poem.” Haven and his students will explore the idea of
private depth in poetry and
the emotion that it can create
or withhold.

Week Five
Donna Jo Napoli, author
of 77 books for young readers, will lead a workshop
called “Twisting the Guts
out of Everything.” In it, Napoli will help students amplify their writing to have
the maximum effect on their
readers.
Andrew Mulvania, author
of Also in Arcadia, will examine many different types of
poetry with students in his
workshop, “ ‘Singing School’:
Poetry for Beginners.” Mulvania’s workshop will help
students grasp both the subject matter and structure of
poetry while encouraging
them to write their own.
Playwright Molly Smith
Metzler will lead a playwriting workshop in Week Five
as well, offered as a collaboration between Chautauqua
Theater Company and the
Writers’ Center. Metzler’s
workshop will help students
develop ideas for plays begin
to write their own.
Week Six
Richard
TerAuthor
rill will teach an expansive
workshop called “Writing
About Music.” In his workshop, Terrill and students
will examine how others
write about music and how
to do it themselves.
Deb Pines, author of In
the Shadow of Death: A Chautauqua Murder Mystery, will
teach a special one-session
workshop called “Self-Publishing 101.” Pines will give
students advice on the process and the reasons behind
self-publishing.
Robert Ostrom, author
of The Youngest Butcher in Illinois, will lead a workshop
called “Personal Landscapes
for Poets.” In it, Ostrom and
his students will discuss the
idea of using the places that
make people distinctive to

create poetry and discover
how to use it to their advantage in their own poems.
Week Seven
Authors Jim Hunt and
Linda Lawrence Hunt will
lead a workshop on the effect of travel experiences on
writing in their workshop
“Transformative Travel: A
Wellspring for Growth.” The
two will examine travel-focused works with their students and help students use
their own travels to inform
their writing.
Poet Charlotte Matthews
will teach a workshop on
preserving wonder in writing, called “Keeping the
Moment Alive.” Matthews
and her students will examine how other writers create
a sense of wonder in their
works and learn how to do
the same with their own.
Visiting CLSC author E.L.
Doctorow will also lead a
master class in Week Seven,
called “How Writers Write.”
Week Eight
Brian Castner, author of
The Long Walk: A Story of
War, will explore the world
of blogging in his workshop, “The Modern Author’s
Blog.” Castner and students
will discuss and examine
what makes a writer’s blog
effective and how to create
one of their own.
John Hoppenthaler, author of the upcoming Domestic Garden, will lead a
workshop called “Poetry
Appreciation: What’s New
(and Old) in Contemporary
American Poetry?” Hoppenthaler and his students will
explore and discuss trends
in the wide-ranging field of
today’s poetic landscape.
Week Nine
Evan Fallenberg and Susan Grimm will close out the
2014 season at the Writers’
Center.
Fallenberg, noted translator and author of When We
Danced on Water, will lead a
workshop called “Rousing
the Troops: Character Development,” which will be
focused on creating indelible
characters. Fallenberg and
his students will create —
and activate — original characters through their work.
Grimm, author of Lake
Erie Blue, will lead a workshop called “Approaching
the Poem Sideways.” Grimm
and her students will look
at new ways of approaching
poetry and how to use those
in their own work.

Eberhardt to lead
Week One workshops

Eight Mile High, will work
with students on ekphrastic writing, which is writThe Chautauqua Writ- ing in response to other art
ers’ Center workshops for forms. Daniels and his stuWeek One will
dents will become
focus on finding
familiar
with
voice, sharing inother writers’ ekspiration between
phrastic writing
art forms and
and create their
exploring
new
own. He plans for
routes to publishhis students to ening.
gage with other
Prose writer-in- Daniels
art forms on the
residence Hillary
grounds at the
Jordan will lead a
Chautauqua Instiworkshop called
tution as a spring“Come Away with
board for their
Me: An Intensive
writing.
Workshop
on
“There’s a fluid
Voice,” and poetconnection
bein-residence Jim Eberhardt
tween all the arts,
Daniels will lead
and I think when
a workshop called
people start draw“Poetry and Art:
ing sharp lines
InspiraShared
between
them,
tion.” Both Jordan
they begin to cut
and Daniels will
off possibilities,”
give readings at
Daniels said. His
3:30 p.m. Sunday JordaN
workshop will be
on the porch of
geared
toward
Alumni Hall.
helping students find these
Self-described
“liter- possibilities that exist beary change agent” April tween art forms.
Eberhardt will also lead a
Eberhardt’s
special
special workshop in Week
workshop will be spread
One, called “The New Era
over the course of two
of Publishing: An Agent’s
days. Day one, June 23, will
Perspective.”
focus on the myriad methJordan, author of Mudods of publishing that are
bound and When She Woke,
available to writers today.
will work with students to
Eberhardt and her students
explore different forms of
will have in-depth discusvoice in storytelling and do
sions about these different
writing exercises to begin
methods and figure out
creating their own memowhich works best for each
rable and compelling voice.
writer. Day two, June 25,
This will be Jordan’s first
will focus on developing
visit to Chautauqua.
strategies for writing. EberVoice is something that
hardt will cover topics like
Jordan has some experischeduling and planning
ence with — her first novel,
out time for writing. Like
Mudbound, featured six difJordan, this will be Eberferent first-person voices,
and her second novel, When hardt’s first visit to ChauShe Woke, is written from a tauqua.
“It’s thrilling to see
third-person perspective.
For Jordan, being able to authors come away with
find a voice is an essential techniques and tools and
skill. “You have to decide ideas that will be helpful
on a voice and shape it. So I to them and help them get
think it’s a very useful top- published in the very best
ic for almost any writer,” way they can,” Eberhardt
said. Her workshops will
Jordan said.
Daniels, author of Birth help students find out what
Marks and the upcoming success means to them as a
writer and the best way to
achieve it.
Jordan and Daniels
will also give Brown Bag
lectures on the porch of
the Literary Arts Center
at Alumni Hall during
the week. Daniels’ Brown
Bag, called “Taking Writing Off the Page,” will be
at 12:15 p.m. Tuesday, and
Jordan’s Brown Bag, called
“Change Artists: Using Art
to Move the Socio-Political
Needle,” will be at 12:15
p.m. Friday.
ryan pait
Staff Writer
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“The Best Kept Secret on Chautauqua Lake”

Mayville

The village of Mayville is the closest village to the
Chautauqua Institution

Mayville / Chautauqua Chamber of Commerce 2014 Events
April 1 – Nov. 1 (Tuesday –
Sunday): Aviation Museum,
Classic Airport, Restaurant,
Mayville (Hartfield area),
serving great food in the summer on weekends. See antique
airplanes, engines, propellers
& memorabilia, gift shops,
vintage model airplanes, engines and more. Glider and
Airplane rides, flight instruction. Tours available. For more
information call 716-753-2160
Every Saturday and Sunday
during the summer (beginning late May - 9 a.m. – 3
p.m.): Flea Market, Dart Airport, Mayville (Hartfield area),
outdoor flea market. For more
information call 716-753-2160
Lakeside Park, Route 394,
Mayville: A beautiful park
located on the shores of Chautauqua Lake. Enjoy swimming during the summer
(lifeguards on duty), tennis
courts, playground area, new
community center/bathhouse,
basketball court, infield area,

picnic areas, boat launch, gazebo and pavilion on site. Located next to the Chautauqua
Belle docking area. For more
information on the park facilities or to rent the new community center for an occasion,
call the Village of Mayville Office at (716) 753-2125.
Chautauqua Township Historical Museum, Route 394,
Mayville (15 Water St.): Memorial Day through Labor
Day Friday, Saturday and
Sunday from 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
(*subject to change). Located
in the old train depot building
next to Lakeside Park and the
Chautauqua Belle, featuring
interesting historical memorabilia on the area - call Town
of Chautauqua at 716-753-7342
for more information or 716753-3113.
Chautauqua Rails to Trails:
Trails in the area feature hiking, walking, bicycling, bird
watching, horseback riding,
cross-country skiing. Recre-

ational trails for all to enjoy,
P.O. Box 151, Mayville 147570151. For more information on
the trails and trail rules, call
716-269-3666.
Webb’s Miniature Golf, located on Route 394 in Mayvill at Webb’s Year-Round
Resort (115 W. Lake Rd.):
Open June – Sept. seven days
a week – 10 a.m. – 11 p.m. – for
information call 716-753-1348.
The
Chautauqua
Belle:
Steamship Cruises aboard
this 98 foot long steam-powered paddle boat, one of only
six 100% high-pressure steam
powered public vessels operating in all of North America,
docked at Lakeside Park, Rt.
394, Mayville, NY, 716-2692355 or www.269belle.com
(for cruise months, times and
pricing).

430

from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Power/
Pontoon/Pedal Boats/Kayaks
and Jet-Ski’s – www.ChautauquaMarina.com, 716-753-3913

7
6

June 21 – Aug. 24: Chautauqua Institution Season, Chautauqua – 716 357-6250, ciweb.
org for information and details on the Chautauqua Institution Season 2014 daily
schedule (concerts, lectures,
performances, events, etc.).

5

Chautauqua
Lake

4
394

June 22: New York state Safe
Boating Class 9:30 a.m. - 5:30
p.m., held at Chautauqua
Marina, 104 W. Lake Road,
Mayville, 716-753-0409, 716753-3913, email boatsafety@
aol.com or go to the web site:
www.chautauquamarina.com
for more information.

Boat Rentals/Launch Ramp
– Chautauqua Marina, 104
W. Lake Road:. Open seven
days a week during the season

430

8

3

11
2

Exit the Chautauqua Institution main gate, turn right.
Shop, Play & Dine all within 3.5 miles.

Great Gift Shops•Restaurants •Boating
•Candy Shoppe •Shopping •FREE Shuttle
1

2

4

5

8

3

4

6

Chautauqua
Institution

7
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Chautauqua 1890: A season better than the one before

T

he 1890 Chautauqua season would run 56 days,
beginning on July 1 and continuing until August
25. The Chautauqua Assembly Herald, the journalistic
organ for Chautauqua Institution, now in its 15th
year, would run for 30 days, beginning July 23. Although not
covering the full breadth of the Chautauqua season, the run
of 30 days represents a “lengthening of the period of issue,”
that began in 1889. A column in a May Advance Number of
the Assembly Herald reported that the increase in coverage
from “three weeks to five, met with general appreciation.”
The column indicated two “improvements upon the
make-up of 1889 are promised: a larger-sized page and a
new and bolder type for the lectures. It will be remembered
that the pages of the HERALD last year were cut and pasted
and that handsome, heavy cream-tinted paper was used.
The improvement of Volume XV added to those made a year
ago will make the HERALD a model of beauty, convenience,
and attractiveness.”
The Assembly Herald cost 4 cents. Below the title, a masthead begins the left hand column, one of four on the front
page. Prices are given for a full-year subscription for a dollar, and in clubs of five or more to one address for 90 cents.
A prospective reader can also purchase The Chautauquan, “A
Monthly Magazine – Organ of the Chautauqua Literary and
Scientific Circle. A Literary Magazine of the First Order.”
Single copies commanded 20 cents. Comments or queries
would be directed to “Dr. T.L. Flood, Editor and Proprietor.”
The general format of the front page for the 1890 season
includes an editorial addressing various matters of Chautauqua importance, a column of Walks and Talks — an
informal collocation of experiences had by a roving reporter
— and Drift of the Day, an apparently random collection of
“things overheard” or instant impressions, not unlike what
might be found today in Facebook updates or on someone’s
Twitter feed.
The first number of Volume XV includes a summary of
some of the events from the recent three weeks:
“At precisely 15 minutes past 2 p.m. on Tuesday, July 1,
the chimes peeled forth from the Pier building, announcing the opening exercises of the seventeenth Chautauqua
season. There were more people in the Amphitheater than
at any previous opening,” the paper reported. Mr. Flagler

staff

from page c2

on living with the question.
She plans to pursue environmental journalism.
Jess Miller

c o p y e d i to r

Jess Miller spent last summer attending and writing
about all of the morning lectures at Chautauqua. This
year, she returns to the Daily
as a copy editor. Besides being
a writer, she is also an enthusiastic swimmer, boater and
softball player. A fierce advocate of bicycle rights, you can
find her flying around Chautauqua on her bright blue bike,
racing between lectures, the
lake and the newsroom.
kelsie netzer

d e s i g n e d i to r

Kelsie Netzer is a California
native and senior at Pennsylvania State University, where
she majors in visual journalism and integrative arts. At
Penn State, she served as the
visual editor for the studentrun newspaper, the Daily Collegian. While Kelsie has a love
for newspaper design and
graphic design, she also enjoys
writing fiction, traveling the
globe, and spending time with
her family and pets.
drew olkowski

o ffice m a n ager

Bow tie enthusiast Drew
Olkowski is the office manager at the Daily this year. A
resident of Buffalo, New York,
Drew is very familiar with
Chautauqua Lake because his
family has a cottage two miles
from Institution grounds,
where he spent his summers
immersed in the community.
Currently, he attends Ithaca
College, majoring in integrated marketing communications, and hopes to one day
work in a creative department.

MARK OPREA

Oper a, Children’s
School

Mark Oprea comes from
the faraway land of Ohio,
where he studies English
at Kent State. He has written in the past for the Daily
Kent Stater and Verge Travel
Magazine. In his free time,
he likes to pen short stories,
drink Italian café and strum
his ukulele. And, yes, he
is aware that his last name
looks like “opera.”
ryan pait

liter ary arts,
writers’ center, clsc
a lu m n i a s s o c i at i o n

Ryan Pait is a native Kentuckian who attends Western
Kentucky University, where
he majors in pop culture studies and journalism. Feel free to
talk to him about what you’re
reading, your favorite character on “Bob’s Burgers,” how
great the “Fargo” miniseries
was, or who you think should
sit on the Iron Throne. If you
want to make him feel better
about himself, tell him that he
doesn’t have a Southern accent,
or ask him about his cat, Lucy.
carson quirÓs

d e v e lo p m e n t, l i n c o l n
ser i es, speci a l
af ternoon programs

Carson Quirós double
majors in professional writing and creative writing at
Carnegie Mellon University
in Pittsburgh. She also has
concentrations in Spanish and
photography and occasionally
writes concert reviews for the
campus music magazine, The
Cut. She is originally from Atlanta and is a member of the
Carnegie Mellon varsity women’s soccer team.
sarah rocco

d e s i g n e d i to r

Sarah Rocco is a senior at
Fredonia pursuing a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in

The Daily Record
column by george Cooper

played an organ solo, Chancellor Vincent read the 108th
Psalm, and the audience joined in singing the hymn ‘Holy,
Holy, Holy.’
“Vincent led the assembled in prayer and gave an opening address, in which he ‘touched briefly on the development of the Chautauqua idea.’
“ ‘Chautauqua,’ he said, ‘is characterized by two distinct
features, infinite variety in the attractions which are presented, and the grand unity of effort for good. Chautauqua’s
unity is as remarkable as its variety. The transcendent and
prevailing aim of Chautauqua is that everybody in all stations of life, may serve humanity, uplift conscience, and
trust in God. If we are animated by these ideas our session
will be helpful and beneficial.’ ”
For the rest of the early July weeks, the Assembly Herald reported that, “A review of the program for the earlier
weeks of the session invites the usual lament that all the
later comers could not have enjoyed it.” The program was so
good. By the same token, more and more people were arriving earlier in the summer to partake of it. “The educational
features of Chautauqua are growing into a greater prominence and attracting a wider interest,” the paper said.
And there had been some new additional features. Some
of the special courses had been grouped, with popular lectures treating one general subject. “These series of lectures
just mentioned have in some instances made university extension courses. Syllabuses [sic] are supplied to the students
and an examination held at the completion of the course.”
Mr. I.V. Flagler had given musical lectures, reported to be
“another novel feature,” and appreciated by “both musicians and others.” Tourists’ Conferences had been congraphic design and a degree
in English. She is always
wearing her running watch
and prefers books over talking. The love of her life is
a 14-pound maltese-shih
tzu mix named Cocoa. As a
child, her dream career was
to be a waitress. She has yet
to attain this goal.
will rubin

C h a u ta u q u a S y m p h o n y
O r c h e s t r a , Lo g a n
Ch a m b er M usic Ser i es,
co l l eg e clu b

Will Rubin is a senior at the
University of Oregon, where
he majors in journalism. A
lifelong resident of Eugene,
Oregon, Rubin has covered
the Oregon Ducks for the Oregon Daily Emerald and AddictedToQuack.com, and currently writes for DuckTerritory.com.
In the future, he hopes to write
for a major metro publication
or to work for a collegiate athletic department.
JORDAN STEVES
e d i to r

Jordan Steves is beginning his eighth summer at
the Daily and first as editor.
He serves Chautauqua yearround as director of communications. A graduate of
St. Bonaventure University,
Jordan lives in Mayville and
the newsroom with an exceedingly patient and understanding golden retriever
named Grady.
MARY LEE TALBOT

MORNING WORSHIP

Mary Lee writes the morning worship column. She was
a Daily reporter and editor in
the 1970s. A teaching elder, or
minister, in the Presbyterian
Church, she received a doctorate from Columbia University writing about the CLSC.
A lifelong Chautauquan,
Mary Lee and her dog, Max,
became full-time residents in

2008. A freelance writer, editor, historian and preacher,
she is a member of the Purity
& Temperance Society.
SARA TOTH

ASSISTANT EDITOR

Four summers after her
last byline as a Daily intern,
Sara Toth returns to the paper
as assistant editor. From 2010
to 2014, Sara was a reporter
for the Baltimore Sun Media
Group, covering education in
Howard and northern Prince
George’s counties. A native
of Perryopolis, Pennsylvania, Sara is a 2010 graduate
of Gannon University in Erie.
She lives in Mayville with
Pica the cat — originally a
Chautauquan stray who is, as
far as Sara can tell, also happy to be home.
DEBORAH TREFTS
WOMEN ’ S CLUB ,
CONTEMPORARY
ISSUES FORUM

Deb Trefts is a life-longer
who has channeled the joy
of swimming and sailing on

ducted “with more than usual enjoyment and profit to the
tourists. The course of the ‘ideal tours’ was always through
Italy, the land in which CLSC students have been especially
interested this year.”
And Mrs. Ewing’s two lectures of this year added to her
reputation for saying sensible things in a very forcible way.
The Assembly Herald reported, “Her remarks regarding poor
cooking as a cause of intemperance are worthy of attention.”
The Assembly Herald of 1890 included a number of advertisements, some entirely of text, others with pictures and
images. William H. Proudfit advertised himself as a clothier and furnisher from Jamestown, New York. “I MAKE A
SPECIALTY OF FINE CUSTOM WORK,” the ad said, and
concluded, “I am the only dealer who keeps the celebrated
‘CHAUTAUQUA COAT’ for summer wear. Call and see
them. Tourists trade solicited.”
The Bagster Bibles were “The most Perfect ever Published.” For dyspepsia, get “Horsford’s Acid Phosphate.” For
those who don’t know, “In dyspepsia the stomach fails to assimilate the food. The Acid Phosphate assists the weakened
stomach, making the process of digestion natural and easy.”
A caution concluded the ad: “Be sure the word ‘Horsford’s’
is printed on the label. All others are Spurious.”
There was a Lilliputian Bazaar, with an array of “outing
goods for children.” An ad from Marshall Field in Chicago
asked, “WHY DO MOTHERS put stiff corsets on their
GROWING CHILDREN? We beg of you don’t do it but BE
SURE TO BUY FERRIS’ GOOD SENSE CORSET WAISTS.”
And “PISO’S CURE FOR CONSUMPTION” could be
purchased for 25 cents. It was advertised as the “BEST
COUGH MEDICINE. Recommended by Physicians. Cures
where all else fails. Pleasant and agreeable to the taste. Children take it without objection.”
On the last page of the Volume XV, No. 2 edition of the
Chautauqua Assembly Herald were instructions on how to
reach Chautauqua: “From the West take solid vestibuled
train via Erie Railway, leaving Chicago at 3:30 p.m., or
express train leaving at 7:55 p.m.; arriving at Lake 8:50 a.m.,
and 3:15 p.m., respectively.” And so on from Cincinnati,
from New York and other parts beyond. There were Pullman cars on all the trains with “close connection made at
Lakewood with People’s Line of steamers for all points on
the lake.”
Chautauqua Lake as a kid
into a wide-ranging career
involving water, fisheries
and all sorts of boats. Since
accurate and creative communications are key to effectively resolving complex
marine conservation and
climate change challenges
from global to local, she is
learning firsthand how a
premier community newsroom with broad outreach
functions.
meg viehe

interfaith news

Meg Viehe Talbot is a
longtime Chautauquan. Her
life decisions are motivated
by wanting to spend most
of her time on the grounds
surrounded by family. She
grew up in Snyder, New
York, and went to college at
Cornell University before
“emigrating” to California.
She and her husband Rich
spent their honeymoon at

the Athenaeum Hotel. During the off-season, Viehe
teaches second grade in Corona del Mar, California.
kreable young
photographer

Kreable Young was born
and raised in Birmingham,
Alabama. She has worked
as a photo intern with both
Shelby County Newspapers Inc. in Columbiana,
Alabama, and at Interlochen Center for the Arts
in Interlochen, Michigan.
Currently, Young resides
in Bowling Green, Kentucky, where she is attending Western Kentucky University to earn a bachelor’s
degree in photojournalism
with a minor in graphic
design. She has worked for
her school’s newspaper, the
College Heights Herald, as a
staff photographer, assistant
photo editor, and soon-to-be
multimedia editor.
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A summer of adventure
BABAYAN

As the CLSC Young Readers kicks off its
2014 season, prepare to be swept away
with tales of wonder and intrigue
zainab kandeh
Staff Writer

School may be out for the
summer but the 2014 CLSC
Young Readers program is
gearing up for nine weeks of
excitement, adventure, adversity and an appreciation for
nations and people from every corner of the globe.
As the Young Readers program celebrates its 20th year
in sharing and discussing
classic and new novels, Matt
Ewalt, the new associate director of education and youth
services, said he is excited for
the season to begin.
When it came to selecting this year’s books, Ewalt
sought help from the Scholastic Store in New York City.
“One of my best experiences was visiting the Scholastic bookstore and introducing Chautauqua to the staff,”
Ewalt said about his visit to
the iconic store.
After explaining Chautauqua’s mission and tradition to
encourage the enjoyment of
reading, Ewalt said the staff’s
eyes lit up as they flew to the
shelves to pull down suggestions for Young Readers.
With 10 books atop this
summer’s list, readers ages
9 to 14 will be encouraged to
enjoy reading as they explore
the adversity often brought on

Story by

KIKU ADATTO

by challenges such as poverty,
war and isolation.
“This year’s list has the opportunity to challenge kids
and incorporate parents into
the dialogue,” Ewalt said.
Kicking off Week One of
the Young Readers will be the
half-century classic The Phantom Tollbooth. While accompanying Milo on his journey of
returning two princesses to
the Kingdom of Wisdom at
4:15 p.m., the Young Readers
will be able to join the book’s
illustrator, Jules Feiffer, as he
visits Chautauqua for the first
time in the Strohl Arts Center.
Week Two will offer readers
a trip throughout their taste
buds with the book, What The
World Eats, written by Faith
D’Aluisio and photographed
by Peter Menzel. While exploring the importance of eating locally and making smart
and healthy food choices, the
Young Readers’ travel from
page to page will escort them

Illustrations by

ROGER BOWMAN

2014 Young
Readers selections
The Phantom Tollbooth
Norton Juster

This year’s list has
the opportunity to
challenge kids and
incorporate parents
into the dialogue.”
— MATT EWALT
Associate director,
Education and Youth Services

through 21 countries with 25
families and learn about nearly 500 meals.
Words in the Dust will take
readers to Afghanistan in
Week Eight as they see the
world through the lens of Zulaikha, a girl who, despite her
problems, hopes for better opportunities in life in a country torn apart by the Taliban.
Written by an Afghanistan

What the World Eats
Peter Menzel and Faith D’Aluisio
Wonder
R.J. Palacio
Babayan and the Magic Star
Kiku Adatto
Esperanza Rising
Pam Muñoz Ryan

War veteran, Trent Reedy, the
book is told from the point of
view of Zulaikha. Ewalt said
readers will develop a sincere
respect for girls and Middle
Eastern culture.
Week Five features two
books. Esperanza Rising is suggested for the 9 to 11-year-old
age group. Readers follow a
young Esperanza as her life
shifts from one of affluence
and glamour in her beloved
Mexico to one of survival and
manual labor in Southern California in the early 1930s.
In The Absolutely True Diary

of a Part-Time Indian, suggested
for ages 12 and above, readers
will have a hard time holding
back their giggles and empathizing with Junior, as he tells
his story — with art — about
trying to adjust to a new environment without betraying all
he’s ever known.
Every Wednesday, in addition to discussing the novels,
readers will have the opportunity to connect what they
have been reading in a realworld setting. And for young
readers up to the challenge,
those who complete 16 books

The Absolutely True Diary
of a Part-Time Indian
Sherman Alexie
Keeper
Mal Peet
Inside Out & Back Again
Thanhha Lai
Words in Dust
Trent Reedy
Flora & Ulysses:
The Illuminated Adventures
Kate DiCamillo

from the program’s historic
list, including Chautauqua:
An American Utopia, will be
awarded the Young Readers
Medallion.

‘Love yourself before loving others’ holds true in Vipassana teachings
kelsey husnick
Staff Writer

“You could search the
entire universe for a person
more deserving of your love,
and that person is not to be
found.”
Though Buddha preached
this more than 2,600 years
ago, Paul Lukasik still believes the quote holds truth
today.
“You, yourself, are the
person who is most deserving of your love,” said Lukasik, who will return for his
second year as a teacher-inresidence during Week One
for the Mystic Heart Program, an initiative within
the Department of Religion.
Founded by Subagh Singh
Khalsa, the program offers
Chautauquans exposure to
meditation practices within
a variety of world religions
and traditions, including
Zen Buddhism, Sikh Dharma and Sufism. Lukasik has
practiced Vipassana, also
known as mindfulness or
insight meditation, for more
than 25 years.
“Mindfulness is a wonderful technique that has
a lot of therapeutic value,”
Lukasik said. “[It] can lead to
one of two potential benefits.
One is this sense of calm, relaxation and concentration.
And then the other is this
sense of insight, or Vipassa-

na, or wisdom that can arise
from this type of practice.”
It’s a practice he said
helped him get through the
end of his undergraduate career at the University of Buffalo, where he earned a degree in occupational therapy.
He went on to earn a graduate degree in counseling
psychology and became a
licensed mental health counselor in New York state. In
his professional life, he uses
mindfulness for therapeutic
purposes, and with patients
who experience chronic
pain.
Mindfulness takes on a
more spiritual role in his
everyday life. That’s what
Lukasik will focus on as he
leads the Meditation Seminars on Tuesday and Thursday. He said themes will
center on developing a “wise
spiritual friendship” first
within one’s self on Tuesday,
and then on “wise loving relationships or friendships”
with others on Thursday.
Buddha also said, “Spiritual friendship is the whole
of the spiritual life.” Lukasik
will help students connect
with themselves on a deeper
level — focusing on their
bodies, sense of vision and
the amount of sounds and
sensations they can take in at
once. He will instruct them
to analyze and accept their

lukasik
present moment, so they can
acknowledge and open up to
whatever emotion they are
feeling, whether it is pleasant, unpleasant or a sense
of neutrality. Lukasik said
the accepting of this present
moment is what brings about
wisdom and compassion.
“It’s not about repressing any experience, emotion
or thoughts or any sensations that are coming up,”
he said. “It’s about being able
to meet them with a sense of

acceptance and a real kind
of inquiry about how these
things are coming to be in
the present moment.”
His second seminar will
teach students how to apply
their inner wisdom to the
world around them. “[We
will] then expand this out
to your family, your friends,
and we’ll include everyone
at Chautauqua. It grows out
to include the whole world
and beyond,” he said.
Even though Vipassana
stems from Theravada Buddhism, meaning “the school
of the elder,” Lukasik said
he does not consider himself a Buddhist. He doesn’t
align himself with any secular religion, but instead calls
himself a spiritual practitioner. He believes that Buddha
lived by principles that are
universal, and people of any
faith can identify with them.
“When I end a teaching event, I usually say to

go back to the religion that
you’re currently practicing
in and see if you can find this
contemplative or this meditation aspect in your own
tradition,” he said. “Because
I know it’s there.”
Mystic Heart holds daily,
guided meditation sessions
Monday to Friday from 7:15
to 8 a.m. in the conference
room of the Main Gate Welcome Center. Meditation
seminars, which include
more in-depth instruction
and discussion, are held

Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 12:30 to 1:55 p.m. in
the Hall of Missions. A silent meditation, or centering prayer, is held Thursday
from 7:15 to 7:45 p.m. in the
Welcome Center.
People of any religion or
spiritual belief can attend the
sessions, and can attend any
day of the week, regardless
of previous or no experience
with meditation practices.
Gate passes are required to
attend the morning meditations.
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PROGRAM

Sa
SATURDAY
JUNE 21

Weekend Edition, June 21 & 22, 2014

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd
8:30 Songs, Prayers, Communion &
Meditation. Hurlbut Church
8:45 United Church of Christ Worship
Service. UCC Randell Chapel
9:00 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd
9:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of Christ
9:30 Services in Denominational
Houses.

8:30 Chautauqua Fund Volunteer KickOff and Training. Athenaeum Hotel
9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman
Vilenkin. Kiddush to follow at
12:30. Everett Jewish Life Center
5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy
6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

8:15 SPECIAL. The Music of ABBA by
Arrival from Sweden. Amphitheater

Su
SUNDAY
JUNE 22

9:30 Unitarian Universalist Service. Hall
of Philosophy
9:30 Unity Service. Hall of Missions
9:30 Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers) Service. Octagon
Building
9:30 Christian Science Service.
Christian Science Chapel
10:15 Sunday School. Through Grade
6. Child care for infants. Children’s
School

10:45 OPENING THREE TAPS OF THE
GAVEL. Thomas M. Becker,
president, Chautauqua Institution.

SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND
SERMON. The Rev. Joanna
Moseley Adams, interim senior
pastor, First Presbyterian Church,
Atlanta. Amphitheater
11:30 (11:30 until sold out) Chicken
Barbecue Dinner. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Volunteer Fire
Department.) Fee. Bestor Plaza
12:00 (12–3) Special Studies Meet and
Greet. Hultquist Porch

•••

Chautauqua Literary Contests
begin. Entry forms available at the
Chautauqua Literary Arts Center,
CLSC Veranda and Smith Memorial
Library

•••

57th Annual Exhibition of
Contemporary Art opens. Through
July 14. Strohl Art Center/Main Gallery

•••

Charles Burchfield Exhibition
opens. Through Aug. 19. Strohl Art
Center/Gallo Family Gallery

•••

•••

•••

•••

Humor opens. Through July 13.
Strohl Art Center/Bellowe Family
Gallery
Homeward Bound: An American
Pictorial opens. Through July 17.
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center/First Floor
Galleries
FLOWERS opens. Through July 17.
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center/Second
Floor Gallery
Melvin Johnson Sculpture Garden
opens. Through Aug. 22.

12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
12:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy
2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 CONCERT. American Legion Band
of the Tonawandas, Post 264.
Amphitheater

ROXANA POP | Photographer in Residence

TOP: An Athenaeum Hotel housekeeper readies a room. In the
week leading up to the season’s first weekend, the hotel staff was
preparing to host 180 people.

2:30 Friends of the Theater Meet the
Company. Membership available at
the door. Smith Wilkes Hall

ABOVE: Michael Watson, Kyle Radak and Jeff Hedges set up a
large tent Friday afternoon on Bestor Plaza.

3:00 (3-5) Opening Reception.
57th Annual Exhibition of
Contemporary Art. Strohl Art
Center Main Gallery

LEFT: Workers for National Fuel dig a trench through an Institution
street to replace an old gas pipe.

3:00 (3-5) Opening Reception. Charles
Burchfield Exhibition. Strohl Art
Center Gallo Family Gallery

3:00 (3-5) Opening Reception. Humor.
Strohl Art Center/Bellowe Family
Gallery
3:30 Poetry and Prose Reading.
(Programmed by the Writers’
Center.) Jim Daniels, poetry; Hillary
Jordan, prose. Literary Arts Center
porch

3:30 (3:30-5) Jewish Film Series.
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish
Life Center.) “Nora’s Will.” Everett
Jewish Life Center
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
4:30 (4:30-5) Lemonade Social.
(Sponsored by the Chautauqua
Literary Arts Friends.) Literary Arts
Center porch

After working last summer as a staff photographer for the
Daily, Roxana Pop returns in 2014 to work on an independent
photojournalism project about the Chautauqua community. She
is exploring what makes Chautauqua a place like no other, with
particular interest in, as she says, “the work behind the magic.”
Pop arrived two weeks prior to the season to document
preparations: gardening, construction and cleaning.

4:30 Sharing God’s Gift. Jane Ring,
pianist. Hall of Philosophy

5:00 VESPERS. (Chaplain’s Journey of
Faith.) The Rev. Joanna Moseley
Adams. Hall of Philosophy

5:00 Open Mic. (Programmed by
Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends.)
Literary Arts Center Ballroom
5:00 Massey Children’s Organ
Encounter. Jared Jacobsen,
organist. Amphitheater
5:00 (5-8) Mah Jongg (Programmed by
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Memberships available at the door.
Women’s Club house
6:00 New Visitor Information Session.
Hultquist Center
6:00 LGBT & Friends Meet and Greet.
Literary Arts Center porch
7:00 Palestine Park Program.
“A Journey Through Biblical Times.”
Palestine Park
7:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. (Programmed
by the Sports Club.) Sports Club

8:00 SACRED SONG SERVICE. “How
Can I Keep From Singing?” The
Chautauqua Choir. Amphitheater
9:30 Service of Compline. Chapel of the
Good Shepherd

