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Photographer Varma to give visual Majid to discuss state of Islam,
lecture on vanishing bee population religion in general, in modern world
shot the the magazine’s
May 2015
cover story, “Quest
Ending
Week
for a Superbee.”
Six’s theme, “VanIn the story,
ishing,”
Anand
Varma’s
visuals
Varma will discuss
convey the story of
the end of life as huthe declining bee
mans know it.
VARMA
populations
and
In his morning
the efforts by scienlecture at 10:45 a.m. today
in the Amphitheater, Varma tists and breeders to keep
plans to talk about the de- them alive, as well as find
clining population of bees, the cause of their disapwith added visual examples pearance.
“The message is kind of
published while working for
comparing two stories of
National Geographic.
Varma, a freelance pho- conservation in the United
tographer and videographer States, so [I’ll talk] about
with National Geographic, threatened species and
BRUCE WALTON
Staff Writer

some of the complex science
behind that,” he said.
Varma first established
his background while majoring in biology at the
University of California,
Berkeley. While studying,
he started photographing
more natural subjects and
subsequently switched to
photography.
He became a “science
storyteller,” and began to
develop stories through
photographs and videos. In
doing so, he hoped to provide a better understanding
of complex issues.
See VARMA, Page 4

ALEXANDRA GREENWALD
Staff Writer

One of the defining features of Islam is its monotheism. Anouar Majid thinks it
is also one of the religion’s
stumbling blocks.
“The defining characteristic of Islam is that it is the most
elaborate and the most radical
expression of monotheistic
tradition that emerged out of
Judaism and Christianity,”
said Majid, vice president for
global affairs and communications at the University of
New England. “And while
Judaism and Christianity
evolved over time and had

to battle different
circumstances, the
Muslims kept rigorously attached to this
brand of monotheism that is causing a
lot of trouble today.”
Majid will discuss “Islam and the MAJID
Problem of Monotheism” at 2 p.m. today in
the Hall of Philosophy.
Majid said monotheism
causes problems in society
because it establishes strict
cultural boundaries defined
by which god a person devotes himself or herself to.
“What monotheism did
was impose a draconian re-

ligious culture on
everybody,
stifled
diversity, and then
therefore laid the
ground for Islam
to emerge for the
expression that we
know today,” he
said. “Islam is an
inextricable part of
the Judeo-Christian tradition, and that is something
that seems to get lost in the
discussion because people
think that there is a West and
Judeo-Christian culture as
opposed to Islam. This polarization is absolutely confusing and false.”
See MAJID, Page 4

The Beach Boys Today!
Longtime Chautauqua favorites surf back onto Amp stage

“The audience always seems to enjoy the heck out of it,”
Love said in The Chautauquan Daily. “It seems like the most
fun they could have with their clothes on.”
Beginning in 1961, the Beach Boys took the country by
storm in a time rivaled by other such artists as The Who, The
Beatles, and The Jackson 5. They became known as America’s
band, defining generations of teens and young adults who
just wanted to have fun.
Over time, young fans aged, and each new generation
took up the mantle. Decade after decade, more Americans
who grew up with the upbeat songs still keep their love of
the band with them.
Their first hit “Surfin’ U.S.A.” in 1961 launched a string of
chart-topping songs that spanned more than half a century.
The band moved even more fans with “Surfer Girl,” “Fun,
Fun, Fun,” “I Get Around,” “Barbara Ann” and “Kokomo,”
just to name a few. Nearly every hit has been featured in movies and TV shows — and the subjects of endless parodies.
Not only a defining voice of American youthfulness, the
band is a part of American life, and provides the anthemic
soundtrack to the season of summer.

BRUCE WALTON
Staff Writer

The Beach Boys, the band that embodies the theme of “fun
under the sun,” is making its return to Chautauqua.
The group last played at the Institution in 2013; for nearly
every two years since 1999, the Beach Boys have played the
Amphitheater stage, said Vice President and Director of Programming Marty Merkley. At 8:15 p.m. tonight, the Beach
Boys will surf into the Amp with their greatest hits.
For Merkley, booking the Beach Boys has usually been a
“no-brainer” because of their intergenerational popularity
among Chautauquans.
“The deal about the Beach Boys is that it’s hard to find an
act or ensemble that appeals to such an age range,” Merkley
said. “From small children to their grandparents — 1) People
enjoy, and 2) People know all the words [to and] recognize
all the songs.”
In 2011, Mike Love, the co-founder and current frontman
of the group, talked about the Beach Boys’ previous experiences in Chautauqua.
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THE BEACH BOYS

Rotterman to present film on development of Buffalo waterfront
GEORGE COOPER
Staff Writer

If water could talk, would
people listen? According to
the WNED/WBFO documentary titled “If Our Water Could Talk,” the answer
is yes. But it can take some
time.
David Rotterman, vice
president of television production at WNED, will give
Chautauqua a chance to decide for itself at 3:30 p.m. to-

day in the Hall of Christ, as
he will screen the documentary and give the audience a
chance to do a little talking
of their own. This presentation is part of the Oliver Archives Heritage Lecture series and the annual Buffalo
Day at Chautauqua.
The scene is Buffalo, New
York. Its waterfront, once
highly industrialized, is now
being transformed into an attractive destination for many
kinds of social and recre-

ational activities. That waterfront industry declined and
left in the 1960s and 1970s.
“It took a couple of decades to realize what to do,”
Rotterman said. “It took patience and having a plan.”
A program overview on
the WNED/WBFO website
indicated that, at its beginning, “Buffalo was a small
trading post along the water’s edge of the Buffalo
Creek.”
Since that time, water

played an important role in
the growth and development
of the city and its people, and
it will play a role in shaping
the region’s future.
“Buffalo would not be
here without the water,” said
Robert Shibley, dean of the
University at Buffalo School
of Architecture and Planning. “Buffalo is a mid-sized
American city struggling to
regenerate itself.”
See BUFFALO, Page 4
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Kayakers paddle past grain silos in Buffalo. David Rotterman, vice
president of television production at WNED, will present the film “If
Water Could Talk” at 3:30 p.m. today in the Hall of Christ.
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‘intimate’ art
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Chautauqua possible

Studio Artists to put on Scenes
Program in Norton Hall

Artist Boguski returns to
Chautauqua to speak for VACI

Currins contribute years of effort
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TODAY’S WEATHER

HIGH 79° LOW 56°
Rain:0%
Sunset: 8:31 p.m.

SATURDAY

HIGH 79° LOW

56°

Rain: 0%
Sunrise: 6:19 a.m. Sunset: 8:30 p.m.

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.

SUNDAY

HIGH 82° LOW 62°
Rain: 20%
Sunrise: 6:20 a.m. Sunset: 8:29 p.m.

www.chqdaily.com
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News

Briefly
news from around the grounds
The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended to
provide space for announcements from Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a story,
it should not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information to Laura
Scherb in the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide name of organization, time and place of meeting and one contact person’s name
with phone number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.
Help choose Aug. 9 Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra repertoire
Vote now! The CSO asks the community to choose its
favorite pieces from a list including Bach, Brahms, Mozart
and even John Williams’ “Star Wars.” Listen to excerpts
and select up to four pieces at csovote.com. The four pieces
with the most votes will be performed at the special free
matinee concert at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 9, in the Amp.
Women Seeking Serenity
A Women Seeking Serenity meeting will be held at
12:30 p.m. today in the Hurlbut Church parlor.
Non-Perishable food drive
Chautauqua can dispose of sealed, non-perishable
foods, such as boxed and canned items, in the gold-papered cartons on the floor inside the north entrance of the
post office. Mayville Food Pantry makes the food available to needy families in Chautauqua Lake Central School
District. For more information, contact Lou Wineman at
716-357-5015.
Chautauqua Women’s Club news
CWC offers a short bridge lesson followed by social
bridge for both men and women from noon to 12:30 p.m.
on Saturdays at the House. We welcome players at all levels to come for either the lesson or both lesson and play. If
you need a partner, come early, and we will do our best to
pair you with another player. There are separate fees for
the lesson and play.
CWC Flea Boutique is now open from noon to 2 p.m. on
Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays behind the Colonnade.
Dessert Delivery
Lemon tarts, chocolate surprises and summer pudding
can be ordered for delivery any day, any time, any location
on the grounds, call 716-357-6404 or 716-357-3449. All of
the money raised goes to the Chautauqua Fund.
Writing contests
Writers of all ages are invited to submit their poetry or
prose by Aug. 17 to the writing contests sponsored by the
Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends. Prizes are awarded in
the adult, teen, and younger writer categories. Entry forms
are available at the Smith Library, Alumni Hall, the CLSC
veranda, and online at ciweb.org/literary-arts/literary-artsfriends. Please direct any questions to CHQLIT@aol.com or
240-485-7233.
CLSC news
The CLSC Class of 2004 will meet at 12:15 p.m. today in
the Garden Room at the Literary Arts Center at Alumni
Hall. Lunch will be provided.
NOW Generation Post-Lecture Meetup Today
The NOW Gen is invited to join host Kate Simmons and
peers for a post-lecture discussion at 12:30 p.m. today at
the Fowler-Kellogg Gallery Café. For more details visit
facebook.com/NOWGenCHQ.
Meet the Filmmakers
“Hagia Sophia: Istanbul’s Ancient Mystery,” will show
at 12:30 p.m. today in the Chautauqua Cinema. This film
is part of a series that uncovers mysteries of ancient structures.
Chamber music recital
There will be a student chamber music recital at 2 p.m.
today in McKnight Hall that benefits the Chautauqua
Women’s Club scholarship fund.
Chautauqua Opera Guild news
At 8:15 p.m. Saturday in the Amphitheater, Chautauqua
Opera salutes Jay Lesenger in the Opera Pops concert with
the CSO. Come and enjoy the final Chautauqua Opera
events of the 2015 season.
Community Shabbat dinner
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua invites all to a Community Shabbat Dinner at 7 p.m. tonight in the Zigdon
Chabad Jewish House. Reservations are required by calling 917-364-1013 or rabbi@cocweb.org, and tickets are $36 an
adult and $18 a child.
Chautauqua Property Owners Association
The CPOA will hold its annual members meeting at
9 a.m. Saturday in the Hall of Philosophy. Immediately
following will be the annual meeting of the Chautauqua
Corporation at 10 a.m. in the Hall of Philosophy.
Cole lecture on futuristic work
The Department of Education and the CLSC Alumni Science Circle are co-sponsoring a “meet the author” Brown
Bag at 12:15 p.m. today in the small upstairs classroom at
the Smith Memorial Library. Co-writer August Cole will
discuss how he and co-writer P.W. Singer researched the
actual science in their book about China’s clashing naval
ambitions 50 years from now.
Student percussion recital
At 4 p.m. today in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall, there will be
a Student Percussion Recital. The event benefits the Chautauqua Women’s Club Scholarship Fund.

Chautauqua Institution
CORPORATION MEETING SET FOR AUGUST 8TH
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua
Corporation will be held Saturday, August 8, 2015, 10:00
a.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution,
Chautauqua, New York

JOSHUA BOUCHER | Staff Photographer

Peter Lake, Stephen Clark, Alice Chung and Laura Soto-Bayomi rehearse Act II of Faust for the Scenes Program Thursday in Norton
Hall. The Scenes Program, which showcases Studio Artists performing selections from famous operas, is at 4 p.m. today in Norton Hall.

Studio Artists
take lead roles in
Scenes Program
kara taylor
Staff Writer

After a season full of recitals and supporting roles, the
Studio Artists of Chautauqua
Opera Company’s Young
Artists Program can now try
their hand at leading roles
in scenes from a selection of
famous productions at 4 p.m.
today in Norton Hall.
“Recitals are almost strictly song literature made for
intimate venues,” said Justin
Griffith Brown, a stage director. “We will take 10 minutes
from a two- or three-hour
show and give them a taste
of the characters they will either play now or in a couple
of years.”
Brown and Cara Consilvio, also a stage director, each
directed four scenes in the
eight-scene program. Brown
will direct the first half of the
recital; Consilvio will lead
the second half. They worked

The scenes are a
great part of the program here, because
they give everyone a
chance to shine."
—Cara Consilvio
Stage director,
Chautauqua Opera Company

collaboratively toward giving
everyone a moment to shine
in each scene.
“The scenes are a great
part of the program here,
because they give everyone
a chance to shine,” Consilvio said. “The music staff
really tries to pick scenes
that are challenging — but
not too overwhelming — so
everyone gets to show their
stuff.”
The scenes feature trios,
duets, quartets and ensembles, so it was a challenge to
create a balance where everyone would receive “that
moment,” Brown said.

The works of Shakespeare
and Mozart are featured
via famous climactic scenes
from Hamlet, A Midsummer’s
Night Dream and Le nozze di
Figaro, to name a few. Repertoire is performed in English, Italian and French.
Brown and Consilvio
worked with the Studio Artists to develop their presentation of the pieces being performed. With the program
showcasing drama, romance
and comedy, each scene requires different preparation.
“It depends on the scene,”
Consilvio said. “For the comedy, you want it to be clear
and the movements of the
scene to be concise and precise, because that is what
makes comedy.”
In Hamlet, however, it is
very much about what is going on internally, she said.
Helping the artists figure out
their objective in the scene is
important.
Brown insists on understanding where the motivation lies in the productions
and with the Studio Artists.
“How do you take something that is so heightened
and motivated and bring it
down to a human level?”
Brown said. “Let the music
speak, and not try to upstage
the music or yourself as a
performer.”
The two directors will
give introductions to each

performance,
explaining
what has taken place in
the particular play, leading
up to the scene. Although
the plots remain the same,
some of the scenes might
look a bit different from the
original.
“People might see something that they wouldn’t
have seen otherwise — since
the shows are condensed, it
gives Cara and I the opportunity to put a different spin
on the classics,” Brown said.
“For example, Le nozze di Figaro is set present day.”
Consilvio enjoys collaborating with the costume
shop and the musical directors while preparing for the
show.
“We are working on some
great costumes for Hamlet,
and we want to have a lot
of texture, metal and fur —
it is a cold visceral scene,”
she said. “The directors are
fantastic at preparing musically and shaping the arc of
the musical language and
have been a pleasure to work
with.”
Consilvio said it was a
pleasure to see the Young
Artists at the beginning of
their careers, but knows
they’ll move on to bigger
things.
“People should come see
the show while it’s free,” she
said. “Later, you spend a lot
more money.”
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Reisman to discuss ownership of history with Brown Bag
Ryan Pait
Staff Writer

The notion that history
is told by the victors is one
that’s been changing, Nancy
Reisman said. Other voices
now have the opportunity to
be heard.
“There’s been a lot more
attention to community histories and cultural histories
and history in its multitudes,” Reisman said.
There’s a huge range of
voices making themselves
heard. According to Reis-

man, this can be
writer-in-residence
seen in works by
for Week Six at the
and about ChineseChautauqua
WritAmerican
immiers’ Center, and her
grants and in the
Brown Bag, “Who
reclaiming of AfriOwns this Story?
can-American his(And is There Room
tory, among others.
for Me?)” will ex“It’s
become reisman
plore the question of
something very difownership in art and
ferent from American his- history. Her lecture is at 12:15
tory as I learned it in high p.m. today on the front porch
school,” she said.
of the Literary Arts Center at
Reisman is the author of Alumni Hall.
two novels, the most recent
Reisman is interested to
of which is this year’s Trompe explore the ways in which
l’Oeil. She is also the prose people tell their stories and

“what the dynamics are between the authority of the
text and the reader.”
“I would say that all art
forms, including literature,
have a very subjective vision
and have their own values
that are very much part and
parcel in the work,” she said.
“But some kinds of works
are more transparent than
others about the values that
they have. So I’m interested in how we can take that
apart a little bit.”
Reisman hopes to talk
about different approaches

to works, such as examining
narration, and what it can offer for both the reader and
the writer.
“I believe that the kinds
of stories that we tell and the
ways in which we tell stories
are very important to how
we think about ourselves in
the world,” Reisman said. “I
would even say that extends
to notions of democracy.
That might be too much of a
stretch for some, but I believe
that’s what’s possible. It’s
also linked to what we think
about our own stories.”

It’s this connection to democracy and the real world
that Reisman said fascinates
her. Self-awareness and critical reading can be formative
and transformative, something she hopes her audience
takes with them after her lecture.
“Most of all, I hope people
will be thinking about just
taking another look at the
forms and the narration and
the ways in which they read
and what their own interaction is with literature,” Reisman said.

Boguski to speak on CPOA aims for improved street lighting
ceramics, sculpture,
and ‘intimate’ art
hayley ross
Staff Writer

abe kenmore
Staff Writer

Mark Boguski first
heard about Chautauqua
while reading Zen and the
Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, which describes the
early traveling Chautauquas.
He did not find the
original, though, until he
was driving back to school
at Alfred University in a
beat-up Volkswagen Beetle
and saw the sign that read
“Chautauqua Institution.”
He was later invited
to speak and then teach
at Chautauqua for three
consecutive summers in
the early 2000s. Now, he
has returned to talk about
his career in ceramics at 7
p.m. today in the Hultquist
Center.
Originally interested in
science, Boguski switched
to visual arts and architecture in college. Thinking
that ceramics might help
his architectural work, he
took a class on clay. That
class, and the professor
who taught it, inspired the
next six to seven years of
Boguski’s work in ceramics. He now teaches at
Sacramento City College,
where he continues to
work in clay.
Architecture still influences his work, though.
While at Alfred for his
graduate work, Boguski saw a building being
erected. At the time, it was
nothing but steel I-beams
wrapped in plastic. Inspired, he tried to replicate that look in clay.
“I made an interior sculpture and then
wrapped it with a clay
skin,” Boguski said.
He also found inspiration in the planned community called The Sea
Ranch in Sonoma County,
where his family had a

summer home. The buildings were based on sheep
sheds and barns, which
Boguski said gave them a
clean, unornamented aesthetic that he still uses for
some of his pieces.
But Boguski does both
this sculptural ceramics
and more functional pottery in a variety of styles,
not
just
architectural
work.
“Doing ceramics, you
become a little bit of a jack
of all trades,” he said.
He uses hand-building
techniques — shaping
slabs and coils of clay —
as well as a potter’s wheel.
His current work includes
large, billowing black clay
sculptures, but these can
be time consuming and
stressful. Throwing work
on a wheel is much faster
and allows for different
opportunities.
“You can make a lot of
things very quickly and
experiment [on a wheel],”
Boguski said.
The other advantage of
wheel-thrown, functional
pieces is they provide a
very different experience
from sculpture.
“I love the notion of having a small [hand made] tea
bowl,” Boguski said.
Rather
than
being
placed on a pedestal, such
art is held and examined
up close — a more intimate
artistic experience.
“I like that quality of usable objects,” he said.
Rather than trying to
portray one thing, Boguski likes sculpture
and art that shifts as it
is examined, reminding
the viewer of many different shapes rather than
a single image, which is
different than traditional
ceramics.
“It’s a sculptural presence, rather than a ceramic
presence,” Boguski said.

The Chautauqua Property
Owners Association is hoping to shed some light on
an issue concerning many
Chautauquans — literally.
Pedestrian street lighting has been a priority of the
CPOA for about five years.
Many of the lights around the
grounds are both inefficient
and wasteful, said Bill Neches, president of the CPOA.
The globe lights on concrete poles, including those
on Bestor Plaza, Vincent brick
walk and behind the Amphitheater, as well as the orange
high-pressure sodium light
near Bratton Theater are a
few that Neches said are the
most ineffective.
“The problem with the
globes is that the light is
in your eyes and in your
windows, instead of on the
ground,” Neches said.
Neches and the CPOA
Outdoor Lighting Committee, along with the International Dark-Sky Association,
have been looking for lighting that shines downward
onto the street and reduces
disability glare.
Disability glare is caused
by excessively bright outdoor light that shines into
pedestrian’s eyes, momentarily blinding them.
“Disability glare reduces
your visibility by a considerable amount,” Neches said.
“By the time you are 65 or
70 years old, visibility is reduced by double.”
While some communities

lauren rock | File photo

The Chautauqua Property Owners Association displayed this
demonstration lamp at the corner of Vincent and Pratt during the
2012 season.

have been installing these
bright lights in residential
areas, they would better
serve on a highway where
bright lights are more necessary, Neches said.
“The problem is that most
communities and municipalities are not aware of the
need to focus on residential
street lighting,” he said.
Two nearby municipalities that installed these lights
in residential areas received
so many complaints that
they were ultimately taken
down, Neches said.
In addition, many of
the older lighting fixtures
in Chautauqua use bulbs
that are no longer available,
meaning that when a bulb
burns out, the entire fixture
must be replaced. Neches
said that LED lights last longer, so he has proposed to
start using LED bulbs when

replacing lights around the
grounds.
However, electric utility company National Grid,
which owns many of the
street lights around the
grounds, does not offer
LED lighting. The CPOA
has been in communication
with National Grid to try
transitioning from their antiquated lights to low-glare,
low-light
trespass
and
Dark-Sky friendly lights,
which would be installed
by the Chautauqua Utility
District and Chautauqua
Institution.
Negotiations
with National Grid are still
continuing, and some progress has been made at this
point, Neches said.
Neri, a company known
for its outdoor lighting, has
developed new low-glare
lighting technology that the
CPOA hopes to use on resi-

dential streets in the future.
Chautauqua Institution
has ordered three new lights
for North Lake Drive and one
for near Miller Bell Tower.
These lights are Neri 804 luminaire, bottom mounted on
a decorative arm. Plans have
also been made to install
new lights on South Lake
Drive between Miller Park
and the Sports Club. Neches
said these lights will complement the new brick walkway
through Miller Park.
The CPOA was part of
the “Pedestrian Friendly
Outdoor Lighting” study of
appropriate street lighting
for residential communities
conducted by the U.S. Department of Energy in 2013.
As a result, demonstration
lights were installed around
the grounds in 2013 to get
a better idea of what types
of lighting would serve the
community best.
The light they decided on
was the Demo 2 LED 24 Watt
Fortimo module for posttop mounting and the same
light in 37 Watts for mounting on arms on wooden utility poles. The CPOA plans to
survey Chautauquans regarding these lights to ensure that
they are what the community
wants, Neches said.
The CPOA conducts a
street lighting walk-about
at 9:30 p.m. every Sunday
night, led by Neches or John
Dilley, chairman of the Outdoor Lighting Committee, to
demonstrate the impact each
of these demonstration lights
has on the grounds.

Marion Fellow Beglarian to discuss African-American struggles
Composer and performer
Eve Beglarian and her collaborator,
videographer
Matt Petty, invite the public
to a conversation about the
book Between the World and
Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates in
relation to President Barack
Obama's eulogy for the Rev.
Clementa Pinckney, and
the history of the AfricanAmerican struggle in gener-

Follow the Daily on Instagram: @chqdaily

al. The informal discussion
will take place on at 12:15
p.m. today in Smith Wilkes
Hall. All are welcome.
Beglarian is the 2015
recipient of a Marion International Fellowship for
the Visual and Performing
Arts Fund of the Fredonia
College Foundation, State
University of New York at
Fredonia. Chautauqua In-

stitution is participating in
this fellowship as an initial
launching partner. Beglarian is on the grounds this
week working on her fellowship project about the
life of “The Flower Man”
Cleveland Turner, whose
visionary art environment
was “vanished” in February 2015.
According to the Los An-

geles Times, Beglarian “is a
humane, idealistic rebel and
a musical sensualist.” She
was recently awarded the
2015 Robert Rauschenberg
Prize from the Foundation
for Contemporary Arts for
her “innovation, risk-taking,
and experimentation.”
For more information,
contact Beglarian at eve@
evbvd.com.
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F R O M PA G E O N E
Seventh Annual
Buffalo Day @ Chautauqua
Thursday, Aug. 7, 2015
sponsored by

WNED, Visit Buffalo Niagara, C-SAAHN
& Chautauqua Institution
C-SAAHN created the annual “Buffalo Day @ Chautauqua” to
focus on Buffalo’s cultural treasures, heritage and legacy as part of
the "Buffalo-Chautauqua Idea: Exploring American Legacy.”
Noon to 8 p.m.
FREE Chautauqua Institution admission
for Greater Buffalo region residents

12:10 to 3 p.m.
Smith Memorial Library
“Vanishing: Appreciation
of Nature”
Speakers representing
groups trying to “Enhance
Appreciation of Nature”
12:10 to 12:30 p.m.
Smith Memorial Library
“The Buffalo-Chautauqua
Idea: Exploring American
Legacy through Placebased Lifelong Learning”
Dennis Galucki,
Founder, C-SAAHN &
ImagineLifelongLearning.com
12:30 to 1:00 p.m.
Smith Memorial Library
Jill Spisiak Jedlicka, executive
director, Buffalo Niagara
Riverkeeper
1 to 1:30 p.m.
Smith Memorial Library
Jajean Rose, Development
Director, WNY Land
Conservancy

1:30 to 2 p.m.
Smith Memorial Library
Twan Leenders, President,
Roger Tory Peterson Institute
of Natural History, Jamestown
2 to 2:30 p.m.
Smith Memorial Library
Mary Laumer, director,
Chautauqua Watershed
Conservancy. Jamestown
2:30 to 3 p.m.
Smith Memorial Library
Philip Haberstro, executive
director, Wellness Institute of
Greater Buffalo
3:30 - 5:00 pm
Hall of Christ
“If Our Water Could Talk”
*2015 North American
Riverprize Winner
WNED Screening,
Chautauqua Institution Archives
Heritage Lecture Series
David Rotterman, Vice
President, Television
Production, WNED-TV
Jill Spisiak Jedlicka, Ex. Dir.,
Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper*
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“Some of the complexities
I want to talk about have to
do with how these stories
get conveyed to the public,
often in very simplistic ways
that overlook a lot of the
complexities of the issues,”
Varma said. “My efforts,
specifically in the decline in
honey bees, are to try to see

MAJID

FROM PAGE 1

The false dichotomy set
up by these monotheistic
lines means that Islam is frequently misunderstood by
non-Muslims, Majid said.
“We are very much in the
dark when it comes to Islam,” he said. “There’s a tremendous amount of talk in
the media and a lot of scholarship, but I think think the
general public and most of
the politicians are totally
misinformed and absolutely
have very little idea about
this religion.”
In addition to his work
with global affairs and communications, Majid is the
founding director of UNE’s

BUFFALO
FROM PAGE 1

In the decades after the
industrial decline, there is
renewed optimism.
“Everybody’s got a new
hope for Buffalo,” said Peg
Overdorf, executive director of the Valley Community
Association.
And the optimism largely
entails water. Rotterman said
the Western New York area
had an early champion of its
natural resources in Frederick Law Olmsted, who, in
the 1800s, wanted to save the
mighty Niagara River in the
face of industrial demands to
harness it.
“I think we are making
more informed decisions
— almost like we learned

the parts that nuance a story,
to get people to understand
the complex tradeoffs, and
trying to preserve honeybees
and to protect our future relationship with them.”
Although it would be
hard to see the exact connection, Varma believes media
attention may have helped in
the new changes protecting
honeybees.
Once he started to pursue

this career, he found work
with National Geographic in
2006 while as a biology student. Networking led him
to the magazine’s editorial
staff. From there, he assisted
other photographers at the
magazine until he pitched
and published his first feature in 2014.
Although he doesn’t believe them to be better than
written stories, Varma said

visual media have unique
ability to help tell important
stories like conservation.
“I do think that using
visual media is a very powerful tool to communicate
ideas,” he said. “It sticks
with people. It captures people’s imagination. It allows
you to illustrate subjects,
their actions [and] processes
in ways that other media really can’t.”

Center for Global Humanities, and has published six
books and many articles and
op-eds about the relationship
between Islam and the West.
This perspective has led
Majid to see the troubled relationship between the two
caused not only by misinformation, but also a lack of critical thinking about religion.
“There is a tendency to
associate Islam with Christianity; [people] think they
are the same, that religious
people are more or less the
same,” Majid said. “That is
not true. [However], people
in the West are willing to
be brutally critical of Christianity, for example, but the
mainstream media are reluctant to question Islam. They
usually cast blame on fringe

movements of Islam, the extremists, the people hijacking the peaceful message of
Islam, but no one is questioning Islam itself.”
Part of this questioning,
Majid said, should be a critical look at the place of religion in the modern world.
“One thing people have
to do is understand what
these religions are,” he said.
“It’s baffling to know that
people in this day and age,
people who resort to modern medicine and fly planes
and take photos of Pluto can
still believe that their identities are shaped by a few men
who lived 2,000 years ago.
That we believe God selected
[them] for no reason whatsoever and spoke to them,
and therefore their message

is eternal and the basis of
our identity — it just doesn’t
match anything else we do
with our lives. It is the most
archaic element in the landscape of modernity.”
The archaic nature of religion means that it must be
examined carefully, said Majid.
“We’re looking for a better
civilization for all, [and] critical thinking is indispensable,”
he said. “Is religion, which
is a relic from antiquity, still
relevant to the present and
the future? Or are we being
called to reimagine ways to be
together in communities and
to experience spiritual fulfillment or to do things that are
in sync with modern realities
or future aspirations?”

from 100 years ago,” Rotterman said. “We recognized
that, after a point, a polluted
resource is not of use to us
anymore.”
According to the WNED/
WBFO website, the film
weaves historical context
with contemporary stories
and characters connected to
the water.
“It tells the story of water
as a driving force in Buffalo’s
rise through industrialization, its subsequent economic decline, and efforts
by community leaders to
re-connect communities to
the water,” the description
reads. “The program evokes
the beauty of the region’s
water resources and captures the unique character of
the Buffalo River.”
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Ask the Archivist
I FOUND AN OLD POSTCARD OF THE ATHENAEUM
HOTEL THAT SHOWS A TOWER TALLER THAN
THE ONE ON THE BUILDING TODAY. WAS THIS
TOWER A PRODUCT OF CREATIVE LICENSE BY
THE ARTIST, OR DID IT ACTUALLY EXIST?

A: When the Athenaeum Hotel was built in 1881, the
tower was indeed two stories taller than the tower you see
on the hotel today, matching the image you see on your
postcard. This tower was a part of the building for 42
years, until it was discovered that the weight of the tower
was too much for the underlying supports to bear. In 1923,
the top two levels of the tower were removed.
—Meghan Bartok,
Chautauqua Instituion Archives intern
For more information on this question or to submit your own
question to the archivist, visit the Oliver Archives at the corner
of Massey and South, or send a message to archivist Jon Schmitz:
jschmitz@ciweb.org

» on the grounds

PUBLIC BEACHES
Open daily and supervised by certified lifeguards.
No swimming when beaches are closed.
ö Pier Beach: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Sunday
ö Children’s Beach: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Sunday
ö University Beach: Noon to 5 p.m. Monday to Sunday
ö Heinz Beach: Noon to 5 p.m. Monday to Sunday
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LECTURE

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author of The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration Isabel Wilkerson spoke during the morning lecture
Tuesday in the Amphitheater. “The book is actually about freedom and how far people are willing to go to achieve it,” Wilkerson said.

Wilkerson discusses vanished gap between Reconstruction and Civil Rights
sam flynn
Staff Writer

“I was leaving the South
To fling myself into the
unknown …
To transplant in alien soil …
Respond to the warmth of other
suns
And perhaps, just perhaps, to
bloom.”
—Richard Wright
“Black Boy” (1945)
The above poem is the
titular origin of The Warmth
of Other Suns: The Epic Story
of America’s Great Migration, a
book Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist and author Isabel
Wilkerson spent 15 years
working to bring to life.
Since its publication in
September 2010, Wilkerson has continued bringing
her book’s message of immigrant potential and class
divide across the entire U.S.
— including the Institution
in 2011 as part of the Chautauqua Literary and Science
Circle — and abroad, from
Singapore to the U.K. House
of Parliament. On Thursday,
she brought the message to
the Amphitheater for the
morning lecture.
This past year has made
her book timelier than ever
as America grapples with
the intertwined issues of
race and class, Wilkerson
said. She listed a “metronome of names” of AfricanAmericans killed this past
year: Michael Brown, Eric
Garner, Freddie Gray, Walter
Scott, among many others.
Then there was the tragic
shooting of nine black parishioners at the Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Charleston, South
Carolina, and the ensuing
debate over the modern display of the Confederate flag.
She cited even the reconsideration of literary hero Atticus Finch in the wake of the

publication of Harper Lee’s
Go Set a Watchman.
“Our country is like a
house, hundreds of years
old,” Wilkerson said. “It
takes work to maintain, as
many of us who own an
older house know so well. It
needs tending, work and effort to restore and renovate.
We will continue to relive
the past until we address the
fundamental infrastructure
upon which our country’s
society is actually based.”
Throughout her extensive
travels at home and abroad,
the most common comment
Wilkerson received from
readers was: “I had no idea.”
But the way forward isn’t
through pity or guilt, she
said. Instead, it is necessary
to ask hard questions. It’s
essential to take a “historical X-ray of the DNA” of institutional racial divides, of
the caste system Americans
have inherited and the dehumanization it engenders.
Despite the book’s subtitle, Wilkerson said it was not
about the Great Migration
itself, but the quest for freedom and the lengths gone
to by the disenfranchised to
achieve it.
“I wanted to write this
book about an era that never gets written about: that
yawning gap between Civil
War Reconstruction and the
Civil Rights Movement,” she
said. “The point of it was not
only was there so much going on, but that that bridge

helped create and produce
much of American culture as
we know it.”
The Great Migration,
which is an umbrella term
for the movement of 6 million
African-Americans
from the Jim Crow South to
the North, occurred roughly
from the time of World War I
to the 1970s.
“They were the only
group who had to make the
heartbreaking choice to act
like an immigrant [in order
to] to act like a citizen,” she
said.
What they were seeking
was a form of political asylum from the enforced hierarchy of the Southern states.
They were leaving a
culture that denied them
dignity and refused to recognize their basic humanity, she said. For example, in
Alabama, it was illegal for
a white person and a black
person to simply play checkers in public. Emmett Till
was murdered in 1955 because he made the mistake
of acting like a white person.
Wilkerson was careful not
to use the word “racism” in
her book outside of references because, in her view,
the word is “inadequate and
incomplete” to justify the
intense level of codified hierarchy. It was a system so
arcane, the Bible was segregated into two different versions. Not in the textual form
— the same King James Version was used by whites and

blacks — but in simple use.
During her research, she
discovered a 1940 court case
that had to be suspended
because they couldn’t find a
“Jim Crow Bible.” The idea of
letting a black person touch a
white person’s Bible was unthinkable.
In her travels with the
book, she said high school
students have the hardest
time grasping the past she
documented: For example,
an African-American could
not legally pass a slow Caucasian driver and most certainly could not honk or
tailgate as the students suggested.
The caste system held in
place by the economics of
cheap labor kept white people in line as well, she said.
“If you are going to hold
someone down in the ditch,
you have to get in the ditch
with them,” she said. “And
while both are down in the
ditch, nothing is being done
that can elevate either. While
both are down in the ditch,
all the wondrous things that
could have been happening
were not happening. Because
no one in a ditch can live up
to their fullest potential.”
The economic structure of
the South was brutal to and
yet dependent on AfricanAmerican workers. When the
U.S. entered World War I, the
North faced a labor shortage.
Black sharecroppers recruited from the South would be
arrested at train platforms to

prevent them from making
the journey. Movement north
then took place in secret or in
the dead of night.
The Great Migration followed three predictable
streams: the East Coast,
the Midwest, and the West
Coast, with some going as
far as Washington and even
Alaska. As with all migrations, Wilkerson said it was
a referendum on the circumstances of their homes.
It was the first time in 12
generations that AfricanAmericans had the opportunity to choose their home
and their livelihood.
The greatest tragedy,
Wilkerson said, was the
missed opportunities for
human potential to flourish
in those generations. What
the Great Migration did was
give those opportunities
for the first time to AfricanAmericans.
She told a story of one
such opportunity. The city
of Cleveland was a fabled
destination among AfricanAmericans in Alabama, so
much so two parents named
their son James Cleveland, or
J.C. for short. The mother convinced the father to make the
trek to the lakeside city. The
child’s first day of school, the

teacher pronounced J.C. “Jesse.” Soon, his parents took to
calling him Jesse as well.
At the 1936 Summer
Olympics in Berlin, Germany, under the glare of the
Adolf Hitler and his growing Nazi regime, Jesse Owens won four gold medals,
crushing Hitler’s myth of
Aryan superiority.
Among other examples,
she said Toni Morrison
wouldn’t have been able
to borrow a library book if
her parents’ had stayed in
the South. Berry Gordy Jr.
wouldn’t have started Motown, the legendary record
company. And Miles Davis
wouldn’t have had access to
the instrument that would
trumpet his musical genius.
Change begins with the
laws, but it ends in our hearts
and minds, she said.
“When you have a storm,
you might not want to go into
the basement because you
don’t know what you might
find,” she said. “But if you ignore it, you ignore it at your
own peril. Whatever rises up
will come back to haunt you.
Whatever we have ignored
will not go away until we
face up to it, examine it, address it and resolve it.”

BUILDING TRUST SINCE 1973
Custom Homes
Remodeling and Restoration
Sustainable Design
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ARCHITECTURE | DESIGN | CONSTRUCTION

MAPLE SPRINGS NY 14756

| WWW.MAYSHARK.COM
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religion

Zuckerman explains why religion is fading
jake zuckerman
Staff Writer

Phil Zuckerman isn’t
religious, but as he said
Wednesday, irreligion is
becoming strikingly more
common.
Speaking from the Hall of
Philosophy, Zuckerman delivered his lecture, “Irreligion
Rising: Why More Americans Are Becoming Secular.”
While he did give some more
mundane reasons as to why
religion is fading worldwide,
he also threw in some curveballs, which included more
women entering the labor
force, the recent success of the
religious right, and the aftershocks of 9/11.
“We’ve never seen this
before,” Zuckerman said of
the global trend toward irreligion. “This is historically
unprecedented.”
Before delving into why,
Zuckerman shared some statistics covering religion’s low
tide. His data spanned country to country, showing an increased disinterest in religion
everywhere. According to his
figures, less than 1 in 10 British people today go to church
any given Sunday, as opposed
to three in five 100 years ago.

SAALIK KHAN | Staff Photographer

Phil Zuckerman,author, and professor of sociology and secular studies at Pitzer College, spoke Wednesday
in the Hall of Philosophy on “Irreligion Rising: Why More Americans are Becoming Secular.”

Likewise, 60 years ago, 70
percent of Japanese people
identified with a religion, but
that number is down to 20
percent today. In Uruguay,
more than 40 percent of the
country does not identify
with any religion. Even in
America, between 23 and 31
percent of Americans identify as secular, as opposed to
8 percent in 1990.
Moving on to the reason-

ing behind this trend, Zuckerman said there are two categories of thinking: general
human needs and culturespecific rationale.
Of the former, Zuckerman said humanity is in
a better state today than it
ever has been, and for this
reason, fewer people feel
compelled toward religion.
Because of things like increased education and lit-

eracy, new technology, urbanization and religious
pluralism, humans are no
longer as dependent on religion, he said.
“When people’s lives are
more secure, stable; when
people have food, shelter,
medicine, democracy; when
life is less precarious, the
need for religion tends to go
down,” Zuckerman said.
Once Zuckerman cast a

spotlight on emerging irreligion in the U.S. specifically, the conversation intensified.
As one example, Zuckerman said, with the political power of the religious
right since the 1980s, a lot of
Christians find themselves
alienated by the movement’s
staunch conservatism.
“[The religious right]
seems to have alienated a
lot of Americans from their
Christianity,”
Zuckerman
said. “Those who were moderately political or left-leaning felt, ‘Whoa, I don’t want
to be affiliated with that.’ ”
Another unexpected example came in Zuckerman’s
assertion that the sharp rise
in women entering the paid
labor force has contributed
directly to the reduction of
religion in America.
“It used to be women’s
role to keep religion alive in
the home, but now that they
have jobs, no one does it,”
Zuckerman said.
He said that Scandinavia,
which has some of the highest rates of irreligion in the
world, also has some of the
highest rates of employed
women.
Another reason behind

the trend, according to
Zuckerman, is in reaction
to the Catholic Church’s
pedophile-priest scandal.
With the thousands of
priests implicated in the
abuse of thousands of victims, the incident scared
and disillusioned a lot of
former practitioners away,
he said.
“The data is clear,” Zuckerman said. “A lot of Catholics
have become ex-Catholics.”
He elaborated that, between 2000 and 2010, the
Catholic Church lost 30 percent of its New Hampshire
membership, 33 percent of
its Maine membership and
closed 70 percent of its parishes in the greater Boston area.
He also mentioned the
widespread support of gay
rights, a general distrust in religion after 9/11, unfavorable
depictions of religion in the
media and internet as reasons
behind emerging irreligion.
In the subsequent Qand-A, Zuckerman said he
didn’t how to stop or reverse the trend, but if his
figures are accurate, their
implications will be alarming to religious members
and leaders alike.

Let loose ‘vanishing texts’ to serve God’s greater good

“I

was really interested in Erik Larson’s talk yesterday. He took two years to research the book,
Dead Wake, and two more years to write it,” said
the Rev. Barbara K. Lundblad during the 9:15 a.m.
Thursday morning worship service in the Amphitheater.
She held up a small black book.
“This is another book written over the centuries; it looks
like a book, but it is a different kind of book,” she said.
Lundblad sermon, “Vanishing Texts,” explored Matthew
18:15-20.
“This is the fourth teaching session in Matthew,” she
said. “The first was the Sermon on the Mount. In Matthew’s
Gospel, Jesus is the new Moses, so scholars say there are
five sets of teaching in the book. I have a cartoon that shows
Jesus talking to a crowd saying, ‘I don’t want four different
versions of this going around.’ This fourth teaching session
is often called the rule of discipline, but I want to call it the
rule of reconciliation.”
The text’s focus, Lundblad said, is how to get people back
into the community.
“We want to focus on how to get rid of people,” she said.
But Jesus tells his listeners to go the person with whom you
have a problem first, then if the person will not listen, take
two or three people with you and talk with the person. If the
person still will not listen, then take it to the whole church.
“If the person will not listen to the ecclesia, the church,
then let him or her be as a gentile or tax collector,” Lundblad said. “That is nasty talk, and Jesus was always gathering in gentiles and tax collectors.”
In working with the text, Lundblad found that the phrase
“whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” was
first said to Peter alone in Matthew 16. In Chapter 18, this
authority is given to the whole church. One scholarly opinion says these are rabbinic terms, and they mean we are free
to interpret the former experience of God’s will for what is
fitting for now in the church’s experience.
As an example, Lundblad talked about the history of

Morning Worship
Column by MARY LEE TALBOT
anesthesia. When anesthesia was first developed, doctors debated whether they could give it to women in labor
because, in Genesis 3:16, God told Eve that women’s labor
pains would be increased as a consequence of the fall. These
faithful doctors, she said, debated whether they could ease
a woman’s pain in labor. When they realized God was the
first anesthetist when he put Adam to sleep and the great
commandment was to love your neighbor as yourself, they
came to understand that they could relieve pain.
“They loosed the authority of Genesis 3:16 in light of a
greater command,” she said.
In another example, she quoted Romans 13, that people
should obey the governing authorities because they were in
place from God.
“Nelson Mandela was a Christian, and he should have
obeyed the authorities, but he loosed those rules to be faithful to a greater good,” Lundblad said. “You probably know
where I am going with this. In June, the Supreme Court
legalized gay marriage, and for some people of faith it was a
time of hope, wonder and affirmation. For others, it is troubling; it appears that the text of the Bible is vanishing.”
She noted that her own denomination, the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, and other denominations
have come to the decision to ordain partnered gay and
lesbian people.
“They have loosed one authority in order to be faithful
to God’s word to love your neighbor,” Lundblad said. “Not
everything goes, we are all governed by the rule of fidelity
and mutuality.”
Yet there is backlash through the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, where people are calling for exemptions from
the Supreme Court ruling.
“We will hear about it in the long campaign season,” she

said. “For some, this is political, but some people of faith are
deeply troubled, and they say, ‘We will not read the Supreme Court decision, but we will read the Bible.’
“But so do we read the Bible. If you have loosed the
prohibitions against homosexuality in order to be faithful
to a greater good, you are not giving up to the Bible. You are
being faithful to what Jesus said in Matthew 18.
“I want you to know this: You have not given in to the
culture or political correctness, but believe what Jesus said in
Matthew 18 is true. Many people believe that, when the Bible
speaks about sexuality, we should take it literally, and when it
speaks about economics we should take it with a grain of salt.”
There was laughter and applause from the congregation.
Jesus knew his followers would need to discern new
things, Lundblad said. Nuclear war, heart transplants and
anesthesia were not in the Bible.
“We don’t bind and loose for an agenda but by listening
to what the Spirit is saying to the church,” she said. “Don’t
let them say you are giving up on the Bible in order for gay
people to marry. Fidelity and mutuality still apply. We loose
a harmful text to affirm what is faithful.”
When Lundblad was researching “binding and loosing” the
spell check on her computer put a little red line under loosing.
“I changed it to ‘losing,’ and the line went away. But
loosing is not losing. Loosing doesn’t mean losing the text of
God; sometimes it is the most faithful thing to do.
“The ecclesia, the church, trusts in a long line of believers,” she said. “The Bible is not a dead letter, but a living
word. We do this [loose] in the presence of Jesus, ‘Where every two or three are gathered, there I am.’ I am assuring you
that loosing is not losing. You are buoyed up by the constant
present of Jesus who calls us to this ministry.”
Pastor Scott Maxwell presided. Claudia Twist, who teaches
seventh grade and is a pharmacist in the off-season and sings in
the Motet and Chautauqua Choirs, read the Scripture. The Motet
Choir, under the direction of Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship
coordinator, sang “Ain’-a That Good News” by William L. Dawson. The prelude was “Le Calme de la Mer” by Tony Aubin and
featured Barbara Hois, flute, Debbie Grohman, clarinet and Willie
La Favor, piano. The Robert D. Campbell Memorial Chaplaincy
supports this week’s services.
Correction: In the Aug. 6 Morning Worship column, a quote
about Go Set a Watchman by Lundblad was misattributed to
Isabel Wilkerson.
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‘the pursuit of a quality of life and a deeper understanding’:
Currins contribute years
of effort to Chautauqua
Bruce Walton
Staff Writer

Giving is more than receiving — or ever expecting anything in return. But
for Bill and Debbie Currin,
their efforts to give back are
their own reward.
The Currins have served
as volunteers for the Chautauqua Fund for nearly
10 years, the latter half of
which has been spent as
team captains, where they
give even more of their time
to help the organization in
any way.
“It just kind of goes with
the way that we live our
life,” Bill said. “And that is
trying to be good community members.”
The Currins have been
coming to Chautauqua for
31 years, each visit growing
longer. Once their daughters grew up, and the couple started coming on their
own for lengthier stays,

friends invited the them to
more events. Bill said they
learned so much about
Chautauqua and how it is
operated, and they wanted
to help.
“The more you’re involved with your community, the more appreciation
you have for it, and the more
you understand the difficulties and the more you’re
likely to support it because
that’s what it’s about,” said
Bill, who is the mayor of
Hudson, Ohio.
As Fund volunteers, the
Currins enjoyed calling on
individuals and families,
and inviting their support
of the Chautauqua Fund.
When asked if they would
consider serving as captains, thereby overseeing a
team of several volunteers,
they first worried it might
be an overwhelming task.
But they jumped in and now
say it was a role they were
meant for.

“It’s more about a common bond of pursuit of intellect, the pursuit of the
four pillars, the pursuit of a
quality of life and a deeper
understanding, and wanting as many people as possible to share in that,” Bill
said.
Their commitment to this
effort has been balanced by
their enjoyment of getting
to know other members
of the community. Debbie
said the couple had an unspoken understanding that
they wanted to be actively
involved in anything they
participated in.
“We have a strong belief
that, when you’re blessed in
life, you need to give back,”
she said. “And we feel we’ve
had a very good life, so we
want to give back.”
Some Chautauqua Fund
volunteers have asked to be
a part of the Currins’ team
by name.
“That really is a valida-

bria granville | Staff Photographer

Debbie and Bill Currin have volunteered for the Chautauqua Fund for 10 years. Half of that time has been
spent as team captains.

tion that we’re doing a good
job and that it’s something
we need to continue with,”
Debbie said.
The Currins also enjoy
the fellowship of working
with other volunteers and
the Foundation.
“We feel very well-

thanked, with all the activities they include us in and
the luncheons and the honor of being with speakers
and so forth,” Debbie said.
“I think they do a fine, fine
job with thanking us.”
The Currins said they
plan to stay as team cap-

tains for the foreseeable future.
“We just want to help
where they need us,” Bill
said.
For information on volunteering for Chautauqua, please
contact foundation@ciweb.org
or call 716-357-6243.

Ruby Wallau | Staff Photographer

Above, young Chautauquan families gathered at Summerfest, which was hosted by the NOW Generation Saturday at the Youth Activities Center. At top right, siblings Victoria and Bennett Thompson play with PlayDoh. Below right, Maria Le and Claud Schuckers perform with Uncle Claud’s Band.

fun in the sun at Summerfest
NOW Generation hosts second annual event at Youth Activities Center

Bruce Walton
Staff Writer

The NOW Generation,
an organization for young
Chautauquans, hosted its
second annual Summerfest
last Saturday at the Youth
Activities Center.
Having helped organize
the festivities along with several volunteers, NOW Gen
Advisory Council members
Mhoire Murphy, Russell Bermel and Katie Prechtl Cooke
attended the event with their
families.
The event provided a continental breakfast and live
acoustic entertainment from
Uncle Claud’s Band, who re-

fer to themselves as a “rock
’n’ roll orchestra.” Many
NOW Gen guests in their
20s and 30s brought their
families and children, who
they’re affectionately calling the “Next Generation,”
Cooke said. The NOW Gen
also provided activities for
children, tables strewn with
bubbles, crayons and PlayDoh.
The first annual Summerfest was held around
the Fourth of July holiday
last year, but the organizers
shifted this year’s timing to
later in the season to take
advantage of the crowd dissolving after the Old First
Night Run.

“We wanted to tag it on to
a good moment in the season
where there was a critical
mass of people, which is Old
First Night weekend, which
is always great,” Bermel said.
This also was the first
time the NOW Gen invited
the community to celebrate
Summerfest at the Youth
Activities Center. Last year,
they hosted it at the Boys’
and Girls’ Club waterfront.
“I think it’s much bigger than last year, for sure,”
Murphy said. “A lot more
kids, which is great. We’re
still playing around with the
time and format, but I think
it’s awesome.”
YAC Director Al Dibs was

eager to host NOW Gen’s
community-focused event.
“They came to me and
asked about helping to put
this on, and most of these
NOW Generation kids have
been YAC kids through the
years, so it was a no-brainer,”

he said.
Murphy
and
Bermel
said they hoped Summerfest raised awareness about
various events taking place
throughout the summer for
members of the NOW Gen,
as well as other activities

their peers are helping organize for the community.
For more information on the
NOW Gen, visit facebook.com/
NOWGenCHQ or contact staff
liaison Megan Sorenson at msorenson@ciweb.org or at 716357-6243.
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At right, Julimar Gonzalez performs Sibelius’ violin concerto
near Fletcher Music Hall. Above, Laura Spector sits outside her
piano practice shack. At right, Lawrence Mitchell-Matthews sings
Bellini’s “Ah Per Sempre” from I Puritani near the shacks. All
three students are studying at Chautauqua this summer thanks to
scholarship support.

Scholarships make study at Chautauqua possible for talented arts students
Bruce Walton
Staff Writer

People come to Chautauqua Institution from different backgrounds, from all
over the world, but their reasons for coming are usually
the same: They want to learn
and enrich themselves.
That’s why Chautauqua
makes many efforts to attract
the best and brightest talents
from around the country to
learn, particularly in Chautauqua’s Schools of Fine and
Performing Arts. It’s a place
that strives to help young, aspiring artists and musicians
hone their skills, work with
renowned teachers and grow
with their peers. This year,
about 80 percent of students
receive some level of financial aid, which on average
covers 65 percent of the cost
of attendance, according to
the Chautauqua Foundation.
The total support awarded in
2015 was nearly $695,000.
Looking into a small window of the lives of three
students who have received
scholarships illustrates the
opportunity this community
provides for those who work
for it.
Julimar Gonzalez
The talent that brought
18-year-old violinist Julimar
Gonzalez to the School of
Music first brought her to
the United States. Born and
raised in Venezuela, Gonzalez moved to the U.S. three
years ago. She has been
studying violin since she was
7 years old.
Gonzalez first came to the
U.S. after getting a tip from a
friend that had already visited the States. When Gonzalez told her friend she, too,
would like to go to America
to attend college, he said:
“You have to go with the Vamoses.”
Upon returning to America, her friend delivered a
video of Gonzalez playing
violin to Almita Vamos, a
private instructor of the Music Institute of Chicago. After
listening to Gonzalez play,
Vamos invited her to Chicago
to study and receive private

lessons. In the fall, Gonzalez
will be attending the Music
Institute of Chicago as a student.
This is Gonzalez’s second
year at Chautauqua. She first
came to the School of Music after entering the Sphinx
Competition for Black and
Latino Music Students in
2014. She reached the semifinals. After the competition,
she received a pamphlet that
listed different summer music schools. One of them was
Chautauqua Institution.
“I already knew about
Chautauqua because of my
friends,” Gonzalez said. “So
I was like, ‘Yes, I want to go
to Chautauqua,’ and I started
searching for it in the pamphlet, and I found it.”
Returning again with
scholarship support, Gonzalez said her time in Chautauqua has been bliss.
“I love Chautauqua so
much,” she said. “I think it’s
an amazing place. Maybe I
would go somewhere else
next year, but I will go back
to Chautauqua [in the future]. It’s just something I
have to do again. I love it.”
Gonzalez said she’s still
trying to figure out her longterm professional plans, but
music is her passion. She
knows she wants to play in
an orchestra or give recitals.
But at the moment, she wants
to finish school.
While in America, Gonzalez is glad she can study
in Chautauqua and Chicago
because, in Venezuela, things
have gotten difficult, she
said. The economy is going
under, and inflation is on the
rise. Her parents work hard
to get some of the most basic items, and they are proud
their daughter made it to the
U.S. to study and pursue her
passion.
If things improve in her
country, she might go back,
Gonzalez said. But for now,
her future remains in America. If it wasn’t for her scholarship, Gonzalez said she’d
probably be back in Venezuela for the summer until the
semester starts in Chicago, so
she’s happy to study in Chautauqua.

“It’s good because I’m improving a lot here,” Gonzalez
said. “I’m receiving lessons.
I’m going to orchestras; it’s
just great. I learn a lot here. I
love it.”
Laura Spector
Laura Spector, a 21-yearold piano student, has returned to Chautauqua for a
second summer with a scholarship.
Last year, Spector found
out about the Institution
from a friend. She was selected from the waiting list
and ultimately placed in the
annual Chautauqua Piano
Competition.
When she first arrived
in Chautauqua, Spector
couldn’t believe what she experienced.
“I remember being kind of
awe-struck because I’ve never really seen a community
function in this way,” Spector
said. “It’s interesting because
it’s kind of exclusive but with
a very warm atmosphere at
the same time, which is kind
of an odd feeling.”
Spector started playing
piano at the age of 3 and
has never looked back. With
her mother, a flutist, and her
grandfather, a saxophone
player and clarinetist, music
pumped through her blood
like a metronome. Thanks to
a family friend who was a piano teacher, Spector started
her long path to success. Currently, she is a rising senior at
Oberlin College and plans to
obtain her master’s in piano
performance; after that, she

said she dreams to become
a part of a contemporary ensemble.
Lawrence Mitchell-Matthews
Lawrence Mitchell-Matthews grew up in Detroit,
where he performed his first
solo at Mt. Efren Missionary
Church at the age of 5.
Mitchell-Matthews
first
heard about Chautauqua after he won a spiritualist competition in 2012, where the
prize was to sing at the Institution. He came into contact with Vice President and
Director of Programming
Marty Merkley via email. After his visit, Merkley invited
Mitchell-Matthews to apply
to the Voice Program. He
took up the opportunity last
year. For Mitchell-Matthews,
this year was his first as a
student rather than a guest,
backed by the Mr. and Mrs.

Sanford Nobel Scholarship.
“All I had to pay for was
my housing and food,”
Mitchell-Matthews said. “I
was blessed, man, beyond
measure.”
Currently, Mitchell-Matthews is a rising senior at Indiana University South Bend.
As a black man, MitchellMatthews said he loves how
Chautauqua is attempting to
become more diverse.
“I think Chautauqua is a
magical place,” he said. “I
feel like it’s becoming more
diverse since I was here [before in 2012]. It’s really colorful. I was telling my friends,
this is the free America I
think everybody was talking
about, our forefathers, here at
Chautauqua. I just think everybody should experience
it.”
After Mitchell-Matthews
graduates, he said he’d love
to be invited back to Chau-

tauqua as a student but
would truly like to return
as a teacher. He’d also like to
obtain his master’s from the
Juilliard School. After Juilliard, he wants to start his
singing career, something he
said Chautauqua has helped
him get closer to achieving.
“Chautauqua taught me
how to prepare and how to
connect with people who you
come in contact with, who
want to support the arts,”
he said. “There are so many
connections here and they’re
all interested in investing in
what we do.”
If you would like information
on how to make a scholarship
gift in support of students enrolled at Chautauqua’s Schools
of Fine and Performing Arts,
please contact Tina Downey, director of the Chautauqua Fund,
at tdowney@ciweb.org or 716357-6406.
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Buffalo Day at Chautauqua (12–8)

7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market
7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation:
Spiritual Practices of World
Religions. Leader: Subagh Singh
Khalsa. (Sikh Dharma). Donation.
Bring gate pass. Main Gate
Welcome Center Conference Room
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd
8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of
Missions
8:00 Amphitheater Renewal Project
Public Session. Tom Becker,
president, Chautauqua Institution;
Bonnie Halda, Northeast Regional
Chief of Preservation Assistance,
National Park Service. Hall of
Philosophy
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion. Hall
of Missions Grove
9:00 Men’s Club Speaker Series.
“Common Core.” Laura Pless,
superintendent, Amherst (N.Y.)
Central School District. United
Methodist House
9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. The Rev.
Barbara K. Lundblad, Joe R.
Engle Professor of preaching,
Union Theological Seminary, NYC.
Amphitheater
9:15 Jewish Discussions.
(Programmed by Chabad Lubavitch
of Chautauqua). “Kabala &
Psychology.” Rabbi Zalman
Vilenkin. Literary Arts Center at
Alumni Hall Garden Room
10:00 (10–1) Voice Master Class.
(School of Music.) Marlena Malas.
McKnight Hall
10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel
10:45 LECTURE. Anand Varma,
photographer, National Geographic.
Amphitheater
12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (sponsored
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Behind Colonnade
12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd

Ruby Wallau | Staff Photographer

Guest artist Charlie Semine and conservatory actor Audrey Corsa rehearse Chautauqua Theater Company’s New Play Workshop Afterlove Tuesday in Bratton Theater. The
play finishes its three-day run at 4 p.m. today.
12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed
by the Writers’ Center.) “Who Owns
This Story? (And Is There Room For
Me?)” Nancy Reisman. Literary
Arts Center at Alumni Hall porch
12:15 Brown Bag. (Programmed by the
CLSC Science Circle.) Meet the
author with August Cole. Smith
Memorial Library classroom
12:15 Challah Baking. (Programmed by
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.)
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House
12:15 BTG Luncheon for Life Members.
“Miraculous Monarch Migration.”
Diane and Jack Voelker. Fee.
Athenaeum Hotel Parlor
12:30 Women Seeking Serenity. Hurlbut
Church Parlor
12:30 Jum’ah Prayer. (Programmed by
the Abrahamic Program for Young
Adults.) Hall of Christ
12:30 (12:30-1:30) Brown Bag. Informal
Q-and-A on topic of “Civilizational
Conflict, Strategies and Emerging
Technologies” with Brad Allenby,
Arizona State University Lincoln
Center for Applied Ethics. Alumni
Hall Ballroom

12:30 Meet the Filmmaker Series.
“Hagia Sophia — Istanbul’s Ancient
Mystery.” Gary Glassman, producer
and director. Fee. Chautauqua Cinema
12:45 Chautauqua Catholic Community
Seminar. “Environmental Justice.”
The Rev. Raymond Kemp,
special assistant for community
engagement, Office of the
President, Georgetown University.
Methodist House Chapel
1:00 Storytelling Presentation.
(Programmed by Chautauqua
Women’s Club.) “On the Home
Front: Memories and Music of
World War II.” Susan Laubach and
Arlene Hajinlian. CWC House
2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
“Islam and the Problem of
Monotheism.” Anouar Majid,
founding director, Center for
Global Humanities, University of
New England. Hall of Philosophy
(simulcast in the Hall of Christ)
2:00 (2–3:30) Student Chamber
Music Recital. (School of Music.)
(Benefits the Chautauqua Women’s
Scholarship Fund.) McKnight Hall
2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
2:30 (2:30–5) Mah Jongg. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Memberships available at the door.
CWC House
3:30 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture
Series. “If Our Water Could Talk.”
WNED documentary presented by
David Rotterman and staff, WNED
Buffalo. Hall of Christ

4:00	THEATER. New Play Workshop.
Afterlove. (Reserved seating;
purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center or Visitors Center
ticket offices, and one hour before
curtain at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton
Theater
4:00 Opera Scenes Program.
Chautauqua Opera Young Artists.
Norton Hall
4:00 (4–5:30) Student Percussion
Recital. (School of Music.) (Benefits
the Chautauqua Women’s Club
Scholarship Fund.) Elizabeth S.
Lenna Hall
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening
Service. (A Kabbalat Shabbat
service to welcome the Sabbath.)
Led by Rabbi Elyse Goldstein;
Susan Goldberg Schwartz,
cantorial song leader. Miller Bell
Tower (if rain, Pier Building)
6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. All singers welcome.
(Two rehearsals required to sing at
Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth
S. Lenna Hall
7:00 Visual Arts Lecture Series.
Mark Boguski, ceramist; faculty,
California State University, Hayward.
Hultquist Center
7:15 Community Shabbat Dinner.
(Programmed by Chabad Lubavitch
of Chautauqua.) Reservations
required. Zigdon Chabad Jewish
House
8:15	SPECIAL. The Beach Boys.
Amphitheater

Sa
SATURDAY
August 8

7:00 (7–11) Farmers Market
7:15 (7:15–7:45) Centering Prayer.
Mystic Heart Community Meditation
Program and the Chautauqua
Catholic Community. Hall of
Philosophy
9:00 Chautauqua Property Owners
Association Business Meeting.
Hall of Philosophy.
9:30 (9:30–11:30) Hebrew
Congregation Shabbat Service.
Service led by Rabbi Elyse
Goldstein, Susan Goldberg
Schwartz, Cantorial Song Leader.
Hurlbut Sanctuary. Kiddush lunch
will follow. Hurlbut Church sanctuary
9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman
Vilenkin. Kiddush will follow at
at Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.
Everett Jewish Life Center Library
10:00 Chautauqua Corporation Meeting.
Hall of Philosophy
11:00 Chautauqua Institution Board
of Trustees Open Forum. Hall of
Philosophy

12:30 (12:30–2:30) Social Bridge.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Women’s Club.) For men and
women. CWC House
2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
2:00 (2–3:30) Violin Master Class.
(School of Music.) Almita Vamos.
Suggested fee. McKnight Hall
3:00 LECTURE. (Programmed by
Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Contemporary Issues Forum.
Rome Hartman, journalist and
producer, “60 Minutes Sports.” Hall
of Philosophy
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy
6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. All singers welcome.
(Two rehearsals required to sing at
Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth
S. Lenna Hall
7:00 (7–7:30) Havdalah Service.
(Sponsored by Hebrew
Congregation.) Rabbi Elyse
Goldstein and Susan Goldberg
Schwartz, cantorial song leader.
Smith Wilkes Hall
8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA OPERA POPS
CONCERT. Stuart Chafetz, guest
conductor. Chautauqua Opera
Apprentice Artists and Studio
Artists. Amphitheater

12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center

» on the grounds

Daily Photo Reprints
The Chautauquan Daily is pleased to offer reprints of photos
that appear in its pages through a new online service that
will allow you to purchase even after you’ve left the grounds.
Prints are available for order in three sizes — 5”x7”, 8”x10”
and 11”x14” — and will be delivered to your preferred address,
whether at Chautauqua or at home.
Visit chqdaily.smugmug.com today to order your favorites.

