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Women of the Wall
founder Hoffman
to discuss religion,
politics in Israel
Alexandra Greenwald
Staff Writer

The Western Wall in Jerusalem is the
holiest site in Judaism, but Jewish women are not allowed to freely pray there.
Anat Hoffman, chair
of Women of the Wall, an
organization dedicated
to winning women the
ability to pray however
they wish at the Western
Wall, hopes to change
that. She will give a lecture titled “The Ethics of
Gender Equality in the
HOFFMAN
Liveable Community”
at 2 p.m. today in the Hall of Philosophy.
Hoffman’s lecture will explore the
tensions between religion and government in Israel, and she hopes to provide
the audience with a more nuanced view
of the country.
“I think the nation of Israel is probably one of the most important developments of our lifetime, one of the greatest
developments of history,” she said. “And
no other country has done as much
wonderful things as Israel over the 67
years of its history. We’ve had difficulties, that’s true, but there is much to admire, truly. Much to admire, and there is
much to be fixed.”
Women of the Wall was founded in
1988 in a bid to gain the freedom of prayer
for women at the Wall regardless of denominational affiliation. As of now, women are not permitted to carry a Torah into
the women’s section of the Western Wall
plaza. Women praying, singing aloud and
wearing of religious garb such as kippahs
or tallit have also sparked protests and
violence from other Jewish groups.
“[Women of the Wall wants] the Wall
to be welcoming to all Jews — specifically to the 50 percent of the Jewish people
who are women, and we would like the
Wall to be a place to celebrate [Jewish]
diversity,” Hoffman said. “Right now,
this has not yet been played out.”

planning for
the future
B RO K A W S T O DIS C USS P A T IE N T C ARE
The Brokaws will
discuss the journey
they undertook togethWhen
esteemed
er, both as a father and
journalist Tom Brokaw
daughter and a patient
was diagnosed with
and advocate.
multiple myeloma, a
“I was way ahead of
cancer of the bone marthe game,” Tom said.
row’s plasma cells, in TOM AND JENNIFER BROKAW
His time on the
2013, he said he was
board of the Mayo
“unprepared for the universe I was Clinic, along with his natural, journalisabout to enter.”
tic curiosity, already set him up to seek a
But Brokaw’s daughter, Jennifer, a doc- lot of information and ask the questions
tor and patient advocate, was a source of that he needed to ask. But having his
support for him, and she will be at his daughter keep him honest was essential.
side when they speak at 8:15 p.m. tonight
in the Amphitheater.
See Brokaws, Page 4
laura scherb
Staff Writer

MULTIPLE MYELOMA
a cancer of plasma cells wherein
the abnormal plasma cells
accumulate in the bone marrow
and interfere with the production
of normal blood cells.

Sebelius brings
governmental
experience to
week’s conversation
Colin Hanner
Staff Writer

Kathleen Sebelius has been the facilitator and architect of two livable communities, and she will discuss both of these
roles at 10:45 a.m. today
in the Amphitheater.
“She was one of the
first people we thought
about because of her
dual role as governor
of Kansas, which is a
pretty livable state, and
also [as] the secretary
of health and human SEBELIUS
services,” said Sherra
Babcock, vice president and Emily and
Richard Smucker Chair for Education.
Despite a flawed rollout for its website, Sebelius championed the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act —
commonly referred to as the Affordable
Care Act or Obamacare — throughout
its implementation in the fall of 2013.
She eventually resigned in April 2014,
bearing personal responsibility for the
mistake, but she continued to support
the program’s success.
The arduous process of the Affordable Care Act — from its early stages in
Congress to its eventual introduction
through HealthCare.gov — is an illustration of how livable communities come to
be, Babcock said.
Matt Ewalt, associate director for education and youth services, said Sebelius’ efforts in the healthcare debate and
Week Nine’s theme, “Creating Livable
Communities,” go hand-in-hand.
“She provides, especially someone of
her stature and experience, clear connections with the topic of healthcare
and the larger topic that we now created
with the week,” Ewalt said.
Sebelius, a Democrat, was the elected
governor of Kansas in 2002 after serving
as a Congresswoman and Kansas insurance commissioner, positions she held
for eight years each.

See HOFFMAN, Page 4

See SEBELIUS, Page 4

‘We’re not doomed’: Ackerman to discuss ‘The Human Age’ and environment with CLSC
ryan pait
Staff Writer

People are incredibly familiar with
one of the most dominant and invasive
species on Earth: Homo sapiens. Humans
continually test and alter nature to both
the good and the bad of the planet.
Author Diane Ackerman explores
this relationship in The Human Age: The
World Shaped By Us, which is the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle selection for Week Nine. Ackerman will
discuss her work at 3:30 p.m. today in
the Hall of Philosophy for Week Nine’s
CLSC Roundtable.
Ackerman is a previous CLSC author — her books The Zookeeper’s Wife:

ACKERMAN

A War Story and One Hundred Names for
Love: A Stroke, a Marriage, and the Language of Healing were CLSC selections in
2008 and 2011, respectively.
Sherra Babcock, vice president and
Emily and Richard Smucker Chair for
Education, said it’s Ackerman’s perspective as a science writer that makes
her a valuable guest at Chautauqua Institution.
“She’s one of those writers who can
make science really understandable,”
Babcock said.
Ackerman is incredibly prolific and
intelligent, Babcock said, and she combines her interest in science and nature
with her literary skill, which is not
something that everyone can do.

Despite being about a tough topic,
Ackerman’s writing is accessible. What
Babcock found most resonant about The
Human Age was the sense of optimism it
represents.
“One of the interesting things about
it is that it’s hopeful,” she said. “So
many of the scientific books about our
involvement with the environment are
accurate scientifically, but this one is
hopeful, and it’s based in science. And
it doesn’t sugarcoat anything. It says
we have some work to do if we’re going to be hopeful about our interaction
with the environment, but I think it’s
a good book to end the season with.”
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Disrupting through
the East Lake model

Choking the life out
of Mother Earth

Business and livable
communities

Poetic intensity

Naughton delivers Tuesday
Interfaith Lecture

Simmons gives Wednesday
morning sermon

Coca-Cola CEO speaks
Wednesday morning

Critic Rosenberg reviews CSO’s
2015 finale performance
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Today’s Weather

High 67° Low 49°
Rain:20%
Sunset: 8:01 p.m.

Friday

High 75° Low

56°

Rain:0%
Sunrise: 6:39 a.m. Sunset: 8:00 p.m.

Missed a story in the Daily this week? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.

saturday

High 80° Low 60°
Rain:0%
Sunrise: 6:40 a.m. Sunset: 7:58 p.m.
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Briefly
NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS
Visitors Center ticket desk closed
The ticket desk at the Visitors Center is closed for the
season. Guests will need to make purchases at the Main
Gate Welcome Center ticket window.
Knitting4Peace Crocheting and Conversation
Meet from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. today at the UCC Reformed
Church House at the corner of Miller and Pratt. All are
welcome. Yard and needles are available for purchase. For
more information, call 303-918-4617.
Chautauqua Women’s Club news
CWC’s Artists at the Market is open from 1 to 4 p.m.
today and Sunday at the Farmers Market.
Mah jongg games at the CWC. Members only, but memberships available at the door. Games will be played from
2:30 to 5 p.m. Friday. Bring your 2015 national mah jongg
league card, which can be purchased at the Bookstore.
Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
There will be a Nature Walk at 9 a.m. today with Jack
Gulvin. Meet at the back of Smith Wilkes Hall.

SAALIK KHAN | Staff Photographer

Carol Naughton, president and co-founder of Purpose Built Communities, speaks Tuesday in the Hall of Philosophy

Naughton disrupts the system through
housing, education, wellness initiatives
MIKE KASARDA
Guest Writer

Just two weeks after joining the then-broken Atlanta
Housing Authority, Carol
R. Naughton found herself
in the passenger seat of her
boss’s car, surrounded by
“drug boys” trying to block
their path and demanding
they turn around. The two
were on their way to a meeting in the East Lake Meadows housing project, dubbed
“Little Vietnam” by local
authorities for its notorious
violence, rampant crime and
deep-seated poverty.
At the time, East Lake
boasted a crime rate 18 times
the national average, only 13
percent employment, miserable high school graduation
rates and devastating dysfunction, she said.
“It was scary,” Naughton
said. “It was hopeless.”
Twenty
years
later,
though, East Lake’s story has
completely changed.
The neighborhood’s crime
rate is down 70 percent, while
violent crime is 90 percent
lower than it was in 1995. All
of East Lake’s capable residents work, and the average
income is four to five times

higher. The citizens enjoy a
new YMCA, a grocery store
and high-quality, mixed-income housing. Most notably,
1,700 young students attend
the Charles R. Drew Charter
School, one of the highest
performing schools in the
state.
On Tuesday in the Hall
of Philosophy, Naughton recounted East Lake’s story of
revitalization and explained
its suitability as a model for
similar communities in her
lecture titled “Place Matters:
Creating
Neighborhoods
that Break the Cycle of Poverty.”
Naughton, who began her
career in community revitalization as AHA’s general
counsel and deputy executive director for legal and
nonprofit affairs, contributed
to the renewal of the East
Lake community from the
very beginning. However,
she insists the process truly
began through the dedicated
efforts of one East Lake resident: Eva Davis.
Davis, who died in 2012,
served as the president of
East Lake Meadows Residents’ Association for 40
years and tirelessly advocated for a break in the cycle
of poverty that plagued her
community.
“She had a dream of a racially and economically integrated community since the
1970s, but she hadn’t known
how to get there,” Naughton
said.
Overwhelmed with frustration over systemic disparities in East Lake, Davis
spent most of her first meetings with Naughton screaming her vexations. Still, she

always ended their meetings
with a hug and, “Love you,
baby.”
Davis was instrumental
in gathering support for the
revitalization project within
her community, Naughton
said. In one of her shining
moments, Davis stood up in
front of 400 women and children and implored them to
vote in favor of the project
while the community’s drug
leaders looked on disapprovingly.

What we were doing
was building trust and
building relationships
within the community.”
—CAROL R. NAUGHTON
Co-founder,
Purpose Built Communities

“Ms. Davis does not get
nearly the credit she deserves for her leadership and
what she was able to accomplish for her community,”
Naughton said.
The next hero in the story
of East Lake arrived “out
of the blue” in the form of
business and philanthropic
leader Tom Cousins. In partnership with AHA, Cousins
formed the East Lake Foundation, which funneled all of
his philanthropic efforts toward the rejuvenation of this
community.
“I’m not sure if I even
trusted Tom Cousins in the
beginning because I had
never seen that type of generosity before,” Naughton
said. “He truly wanted to
disrupt the systems that had
been keeping people trapped
in poverty.”
Cousins’ vision quickly
won Naughton over, and she
joined the East Lake Foundation as the executive director
of this “community quarterback” that would lead the
effort in the neighborhood’s
revival.
From here, the real work
began, Naughton said.
“We spent three years in
really hard meetings just
planning,” she said. “Really,
what we were doing was
building trust and building relationships within the
community.”
From there, Naughton
and her colleagues implemented her model of mixedincome housing, which combined subsidized and true
market apartments, along
with new services aimed at
health and wellness, a revamped schooling system,
and increased collaboration
through the East Lake Foundation.

“Thus, the platform was
created for families to live in
a great place that would allow them to reach their full
potential,” Naughton said.
Despite rough beginnings, East Lake’s process
of revitalization made massive strides toward the betterment of the surrounding
community and its residents,
eventually making East Lake
apartments some of the most
sought after in the area.
Naughton emphasized that
the success and sustainability of this project was particularly tied to its stance on
education.
“The quality of education sustains the neighborhood
revitalization,”
Naughton said. “Affordable
housing is important, but it’s
not enough. If you don’t find
a way to improve education,
all you’re really doing is putting a Band-Aid on a wound.
We are confident that the
kids who are growing up in
East Lake are not going to
need subsidized housing because they are rockin.’ ”
Due to the success of
the East Lake Foundation’s
initiative in this Atlanta
neighborhood, multiple civic leaders in impoverished
neighborhoods across the
country contacted Naughton
asking for help.
One such leader was Gerry Barousse, who came to
Naughton for advice on how
to rebuild neighborhoods in
New Orleans following the
devastation of Hurricane Katrina.
It was this experience
that led to the culmination
of Naughton’s skills and experience and the creation of
Purpose Built Communities,
a nonprofit consulting firm
for which Naughton serves
as president. PBC uses the
East Lake Model and a threepronged approach with
mixed-income housing, a
“cradle-through-college” education pipeline and services
aimed at health and wellness
to advise, visualize and organize revitalization efforts
in impoverished neighborhoods across the country.
PBC is currently working
on numerous initiatives in 30
different communities with
plans for 25 large-scale community renewal projects in
place for the next few years.
“We look for places where
this model resonates with
local leaders and where it
make sense,” Naughton said.
“Our model is disruptive. It
disrupts systems. We want
to provide support for local
civic and business leaders
to figure out how to break
the cycle of poverty in really
distressed neighborhoods.
That’s what we care about
doing.”
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WEEK NINE 2015
LIVABLE COMMUNITY
FORUM
In addition to the traditional morning and afternoon
lectures, Chautauqua Institution offers a series of
special presentations this week designed to further
engage Chautauquans on issues pertaining to the
week’s theme, “Creating Livable Communities.”

Thursday, Aug. 27
8:30 a.m. · Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

“Accessing Care for Complex Medical Issues”
Danielle Hanson
Doctor of osteopathic medicine,
LECOM Institute for Successful Aging

RUBY WALLAU | Staff Photographer

The Program Travel Team. Seated: Ernie Howard, Marty Hendrickson, Dave Schiteler. Standing: Travel coordinator Betsy Miller, Jerry
Ireland, Bill Stovey, Gordon Wahlgren, John Jackson, Ron Kellner, Jerry Warner, Jeff Carlson, Bill Brockman, Sid Lyons and Scott Brasted.

Their life is a highway
14 drivers work all season — and hours — to whisk guests to and from Chautauqua
GEORGIE SILVAROLE
Staff Writer

Fourteen drivers, seven
vans, nine weeks and 100,000
miles — those numbers add
up to a summer working as
a Chautauqua Institution
shuttle driver.
Lecturers,
Chautauqua
Symphony Orchestra soloists, guests of the Voice Program, chaplains, performers — name the guest, and
they likely need a ride from
their airport or hotel to the
grounds.
Travel coordinator Betsy
Miller receives requests
from around eight different
departments, including the
Department of Education,
Department of Religion and
areas within the Program
Office, such as visual arts,
dance, theater and music.
Established in the late
1970s, the service functions
because of the dedication of
its employees, Miller said.
The program’s roster includes 14 drivers — Scott
Brasted, Jeff Carlson, Bob
Hendrickson, Marty Hendrickson, Ernie Howard,
Jerry Ireland, John Jackson,
Ron Keller, Sid Lyons, Sam
Prinzi, David Shideler, Bill
Storey, Gordon Wahlgren
and Jerry Warner.
They are accompanied by
head driver Bill Brockman
and car detailer Steve Cusimano.
The drivers’ most com-

mon route is to and from
Buffalo Niagara International Airport, which adds up to
150 miles, Miller said. The
schedule changes daily, even
though it is planned three
to four days in advance, and
drivers have to keep their
schedules open and flexible.
Brockman, who has been
a driver since 1999, said the
program has evolved drastically since its era of pagers and 9-pound portable
phones.
When he joined the team,
there were five full-time and
two part-time employees,
and not nearly as many runs
to be made.
There’s a saying the drivers all have: Sometimes,
you’re just the driver, Jackson said.
“I had one [trip] recently,
who I was really looking
forward to, and she got in
the back and put on a sleep
mask,” he said. “That was a
pretty clear sign.”
While some aren’t as chatty as others, Jackson said
each guest is different. Tom
Brokaw and his wife, Meredith, were fun — by the time
they arrived in Chautauqua
last summer, Meredith had
climbed into the front seat.
Jackson once discussed religion with a Seventh-day
Adventist for an entire drive,
and he said one of the most
interesting
conversations
he’s had was with Jonathan
Alter of Newsweek.

“[Alter] suggested that
he thought Obama might
emerge [in the 2008 elections], and I was courteous,
but I didn’t think that was
going to happen,” Jackson
said. “When Obama was
elected, I sent him an email:
‘I’m eating crow, but it sure
tastes good.’ ”
Drivers are often asked
about Chautauqua itself,
Jackson said.
Details about the size of
the grounds, the surrounding areas, private properties and other activities are
information they provide
regularly.
“If they invite it, I will
give them a typical day —
from the morning lecture to
the evening special,” Jackson
said. “But sometimes we’re
just the driver, and that’s
fine. They don’t owe us anything.”
To complete their jobs,
Chautauqua’s drivers require more skills than a command of the steering wheel,
Miller said.
Reading people and reacting appropriately to a situation is something each driver
has to master — they have
the word “ambassador” embroidered on their shirts for
a reason, she said.
“They’re the first and last
representative of Chautauqua that those people see,”
Miller said. “The drivers really take that ambassadorship to heart.”

The only issue, Jackson
said, is picking up a real ambassador.
“When that happens, I
try to hide the ‘ambassador’
on my shirt,” Jackson said.
“People meet us first and we
always take that seriously.
Little things like that are important to us.”
On average, the drives are
pleasant, and the conversations are occasionally mentioned by a 10:45 a.m. lecturer, Brockman said — Roger
Rosenblatt even mentions,
quotes and gently mocks a
Chautauqua driver in his
novel Lapham Rising.
The shuttle service has
transformed into a necessity
for the visitors, Brockman
said, and the personal mode
of transportation has become
a staple of the Chautauqua
experience.
“It’s one of the behindthe-scenes things that has
evolved and has become
quite a necessity for our visitors,” Brockman said. “This
service facilitates their ability to relax and know they’re
going to get here safely —
they’re comforted knowing that when they get here,
there’s someone waiting for
them.”
The shuttle service is currently compiling an interest list
of possible drivers. Anyone who
is interested in joining the team
should contact Betsy Miller at
programtravel@ciweb.org.

With Tom Brokaw’s program this evening covering how to
assist people facing complex medical issues, Dr. Danielle
Hansen will describe the process of how to bump up
the care needed for this type of patient, keeping in mind
restrictions by healthcare insurers and hospitals that would
limit the physician’s choices to only those that are covered by
insurancers or handled by the hospitals.

12:30 p.m. · Athenaeum Hotel Parlor*

“Creating a Livable Community for
the 50 and Over Generation”
James Lin
Melanie Titzel
LECOM Institute for Successful Aging
LECOM Institute for Successful Aging is closing the loop
between living at home or a senior residential unit and entering
acute institutional geriatric care. The geriatric population (50plus) should be planning a transition to a more open, singlelevel home that as they age can adapt to accommodate home
nursing care. The other end of the loop is the Senior Living
Center, designed for healing. The living quarters are more like
hotel rooms but combined with the other facilities in the center
they provide a homelike environment. Technology in the form of
easy to use patient lifts, electronic medical records and nurses
not tied to a nursing station make for more comfortable care.
View a video tour of the new Senior Living Center in Erie.
*Boxed lunches are available at the Athenaeum Hotel
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F ro m pa g e on e
now is fighting racism,”
she said. “Israel is moving
toward race and ethnocentrism. This is something
that has followed us for 500
years. Judaism lends itself
to zealotry, and we’ve had
our zealots, but every time
we’ve had zealots they’ve
actually brought our demise and our misfortune.”
Although the United
States has also struggled
with racism, Hoffman hopes
to learn how to produce leaders that can stand against
racism from American history. For the time being,
she believes acknowledging
zealots and racists is the first
step in ending their hatred.
“They are my brothers,”
she said. “I’d like to disown them, but they are my
brothers, and I need to do
something about it.”

HOFFMAN
from page 1

Hoffman is also executive director of the Israel
Religious Action Center,
which is “Israel’s pre-eminent civil and human rights
organization addressing issues of religion and state,”
according to its website.
The organization seeks to
end gender segregation in
public life, establish equal
rights for non-Orthodox
rabbis, secure marriage and
divorce rights for all Israelis, and protect converts’
rights, Hoffman said.
Most central to her current work, however, is the
opposition of racism and ethnocentrism, Hoffman said.
“I would say the major thing I’m working on

2015
Se ason

Lincoln
Applied Ethics
Program

This afternoon’s lecture has been designated part of Chautauqua’s programming in
applied ethics, funded through the generosity of the David and Joan Lincoln family.

BROKAW
from page 1

“I would understate my
conditions, but Jennifer
would stand behind me and
shake her head,” Tom said.
According to his doctors,
she became the best gauge of
his condition and an essential part of the team.
“[Jennifer] was invaluable
in a way that I had not anticipated,” Tom said. “I love her
and admire her skill, but it
quickly occurred to me that
this was a [resource] that every patient should have.”
His daughter agreed and
said caregiving is something
every family should discuss
— and sooner rather than
later.
“Caregiving is a very important role for people in our
society, and it will become
even more important in the
next two decades because of
the aging of the baby boomers,” Jennifer said. “America’s families have dispersed
far and wide, making it so
that long-term, long-distance
caregiving is more and more
important for people to un-

ackerman
from page 1
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care system.
While hospitals and other institutions often have a
rough outline of how to deal
with these situations, moments of trauma often end
with a quick decision that
hasn’t been thought out, either by the institution or the
family, Jennifer said. With an
aging population, America
needs to confront the way
long-term care is regarded.
“There’s no turning the
clock back,” she said. “We’re
all going to be living longer,
and, in some instances, that’s
going to be great. In some
cases, we may just be prolonging debility in ourselves.
We have to think creatively
into the future about what
our living situations are going to be like for caregiving
and caring for one another.”
Tom said the message
they plan to share will touch
many, much like his book,
A Lucky Life Interrupted: A
Memoir of Hope.
“This will resonate with
the audience because sooner
or later, cancer or something
like it comes to every family,” he said.

Reporter’s notebook
The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle Historic Book List features hundreds of selections,
some of which feature themes similar to 2015 CLSC selections.
If you liked The Human Age, you might also like:
• The Limits of the Earth by Fairfield Osborn (1956-1957)
• Nature on the Rampage by Anne and Myron Sutton (1962-1963)
• The Zookeeper’s Wife: A War Story by Diane Ackerman (2008-2009)
Finally, extra recommendations from the reporter:
• The Origin of Species by Charles Darwin
• The World You Thought You Knew by Alan Lightman

of the season’s programming.
“She sees the optimism
and the intelligence of this
community, and I think that’s
why she loves to come,” Babcock said. “I think it’s kind of
a retreat for her. She likes the
people here, and we like her.”
That admiration for humans and what they can do
is something present in Ackerman’s work, something
she commented on in her interview with Hundley.
“The innate beauty of nature inspires me — and the
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It’s an idea that Ackerman
fully owns up to. A changing
world represents challenges,
but it also presents opportunity — something she discussed in an interview with
Jessica Hundley of Do More.
“There’s no doubt the
world is full of complex problems,” Ackerman said. “Fortunately, complex problems
require complex solutions, so
it’s also a time of rare opportunity and creativity, in large
and small ways for everyone.
Never before have we been
so dangerous to the planet
and ourselves — but never
before have we [been] so capable of working together on
exciting solutions.”
It’s never a hard decision
when it comes to inviting
Ackerman back to Chautauqua Institution, because she
seems to love the environment that it represents, Babcock said. She noted Ackerman has attended a few times
even when she wasn’t a part

derstand how to navigate.”
Jennifer will present a list
of steps patients and advocates alike should undertake
to prepare for situations such
as the one in which she and
her father found themselves.
Outlining goals, needs
and concerns of the patient,
finalizing legal paperwork
and affairs, and talking
about finances and spending
money are important things
that should be done early,
she said.
These conversations are
not easy, but necessary so

these decisions do not interrupt the family later on, Jennifer said.
“What people don’t realize is that when someone
gets old and eventually dies
or suffers from an illness,
there’s often a lot of shock,
and there’s a lot of hurt about
decisions that are made or
money issues that had to
be dealt with under duress
instead of in advance,” she
said.
The Brokaws’ talk will include these important messages along with anecdotes
about their own family and
the steps they took to face
Tom’s multiple myeloma.
“I have a very good perspective on how important
it is to do this — not just important for the person who’s
sick but for the families to
remain intact and not have a
lot of distress,” Jennifer said.
The conversation is “constructive and necessary,”
Tom said.
The Brokaws believe this
conversation should extend
beyond just the patients and
the advocates and extend
into the world of the health-

bicycle safety rules
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operating condition and
		shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling 		
		device, a rear reflector and a headlight. Operators under 14
		years of age must wear a New York state-required helmet.
2. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths
		reserved for pedestrian use.
3. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and
		prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph.
4. Bicyclists shall always give the right of way to pedestrians.
5. In accord with New York state law, bicyclists shall observe
		all traffic signs and signals (for example, stop signs, one		way streets)
Parents must ensure
that their children ride
responsibly by enforcing the
rules and by setting a good
example.

innate beauty of people,”
Ackerman said. “The news
makes it seem like we’re an
evil species through and
through, but most people
aren’t like that at all. Altruism, generosity, empathy
and compassion all play important roles on our emotional palette. We wouldn’t
have survived the millennia
without those qualities.”
It’s that belief and admiration in people and nature
that propels Ackerman forward in her work, and what

seems to give her hope for
the future. In an interview
with “The Diane Rehm
Show” after the release of
The Human Age, Ackerman
said it’s important for people not to lose hope when it
comes to the planet.
“We’re not powerless,”
Ackerman said. “We’re not
doomed. That kind of dismal
mindset really isn’t going to
achieve anything. We can
have a big say in designing the
kind of planet that we want
and that we need to survive.”

SEBELIUS

won’t focus on the debate,
Ewalt said, but the contentious nature of the act could
stir conversation about livable communities.
“I think her being here
hopefully prompts conversation about what exactly that
role of government is in providing for the livable community and what obligation
does the government have to
fellow community members
in terms of providing coverage,” Ewalt said. “This isn’t
advocating a particular position or a particular system.”

from page 1

She served two terms as
the Kansas governor from
2003 to 2009 until President
Barack Obama appointed
her as secretary of of health
and human services in 2009.
The Affordable Care Act
prompted a whirlwind of
debate at all levels of government, and those who oppose the law have repeatedly
threatened to repeal it. Sebelius’ lecture at Chautauqua

Hopper to speak on Chautauqua history
Bob Hopper returns to Friday’s Men’s Club for part two
of his talk on Chautauqua’s
early innovations. His first
discussion covered the first 18
years of the Institution and the
progress made here. His talk
also included some rare history, such President Ulysses S.
Grant’s visit to the grounds in
the second year, after the first
Chautauqua house was hastily built for him.
This talk will focus more
on Thomas Edison, Arthur
Bestor and Buckminster Fuller. All three were very cre-

ative in the ways they made
Chautauqua an early success
and set it up with a solid
foundation for the future.
Hopper, a collector and
dealer of old paper, books
and photographs, is president of the Manuscript Society, an international organization. He is also a science
buff who helped to create
the Science Circle within the
CLSC Alumni Association.
Men’s Club talks are at 9
a.m. Fridays at the Methodist House, located next to the
Amphitheater. Guests are
welcome to join in coffee and
refreshments on the porch
before and after.
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TO THE EDITOR:
Preservation has been invoked so frequently in the debate
about the Amp, that I wanted to add a few comments to the
question of What is it we actually preserve? First off, I would
chain myself to one of its columns if the Hall of Philosophy
were slated for transformation, and I would fight nearly as
hard for the continued look and feel of the Post Office and
Colonnade (which has burned and been rebuilt twice). Mostly we seek to preserve the façades or distinctive public rooms
of buildings we have come to love, but we don’t usually mind
when their uses change, and simply expect them to upgrade
the heating or bathrooms.
Buildings are the typically ignored backdrop of everyday
life and the occasional focus of explicit admiration and affection. Vitruvius first explained the inextricably three-fold nature of that condition, arguing that “building well hath three
conditions: firmness, commodity, and delight,” by which he
meant that great buildings have to be structurally sound,
accommodate their activities, and serve as engaging ornaments to their communities. I would argue that the Amp currently fails us in the first two categories — it is neither sturdy
enough to survive the next century, nor does it accommodate
well those in the audience, on the stage, or behind the scenes
— and for the third category, it has almost no distinctive visual facades to maintain, except the face of the Massey Organ
and the lovely tree-like columns at the perimeter. More literally than most buildings, the Amp is an instrument, a kind of
staging for the nearly unique set of performances and rituals
that define Chautauqua, whose two key formal features are
the staging in the round (amphi) and its complete openness to
the community at its edges.
I think we have to be very careful not to turn the Amp into
a museum of itself, allowing the active heart of Chautauqua
to be relocated to some alternate venue at the periphery. It is
the programming and the coming together in the Amphitheater, literally “people all around,” that need to be saved.
William W. Braham

Copyright © 2015 Kendra Allenby · thedrawnoutdays.com
TO THE EDITOR:

Letters to the Editor
CORRESPONDENCE FROM OUR READERS
TO THE EDITOR:
I recently came across a quote in my files which is attributed to John Ruskin:
“Therefore when we build, let us think that we build forever. Let it not be for present delight, nor for present use
alone. Let it be such work as our descendants will thank us
for, and let us think, as we lay stone on stone, that a time is
to come when those stones will become sacred because our
hands have touched them, and that men will say as they look
upon the labor and wrought substance of them, ‘See, this our
fathers did for us.’ ”
Don Milks
20 Ames

6 Vincent

TO THE EDITOR:

TO THE EDITOR:

Since returning to Chautauqua from my home in New York
City, I’ve been approached repeatedly by fellow Chautauquans acknowledging their having read what they thought
was a letter to the editor submitted by me and published in
the Aug. 20 Daily. However, the letter was written by a different Gregory Miller.
The “other” Gregory Miller was lamenting concertgoers’
not honoring queues outside the Amp for a recent Beach
Boys concert. He proceeded to conflate that argument with
an insinuation that the Institution oversells “day passes” intentionally. While concurring with that Gregory Miller’s exhortations to Chautauquans to refrain from cutting concert
lines, this Gregory Miller soundly rejects his notion that the
Institution somehow might purposely oversell day passes.
Though the Institution’s approach to the balancing of longterm ticket sales with single ticket sales is based on years of
experience in tackling this unique Chautauqua dilemma, the
process nevertheless requires a dash of art and a speck of
educated guesswork to season the science of Amphitheater
big-event sales. It is in all Chautauquans’ interest that we
neither oversell nor undersell seats to performances. That is
why the Institution diligently goes to great lengths to avoid
inadvertently doing so.
Gregory Miller

My family and I have been coming to Chautauqua for over
50 years and love it dearly. We have owned an historic 1883
cottage since 1993. I have naturally been following the Amphitheater controversy closely.
I have now read the full reports of both the preservation advisory panel and Old Structures Inc. I commend the
administration for posting these reports online. Transparency, honesty and civility are hallmarks of the Chautauqua
experience.
But I was disappointed in the article in the Daily on Aug.
13, headlined “Preservation experts release Amp report to
public” which purported to describe the panel’s work. The
article failed to reflect the true content of the panel report or
its long and thoughtful list of recommendations.
Most obviously missing was the panel’s No. 1 recommendation, namely that “the Institution hire a qualified preservation architect with experience in the rehabilitation of historic theaters and performance spaces to consult with and/or
work with the current architect to fashion a rehabilitation for
the Amphitheater.”
The trustees have an opportunity to further postpone a decision which — if it involves demolition of the Amp — would
be irrevocable. There is still time to work out a compromise
that would preserve historic aspects of the Amp and also
meet the administration’s goals. Of course, everyone wants
safety, accessibility and responsible environmental features.
Virtually all of us agree that the back of the house needs to
be replaced and is not of historic value. A compromise would
also redeem Chautauqua’s standing as an historic American
treasure in the eyes of the wider national community.

Chautauqua Institution Trustee
30 Miller Park/10 Peck

TO THE EDITOR:
Has Chautauqua Institution thought about having a food
truck come on to grounds when large groups of people are expected to visit? On Aug. 15, the Brick Walk Cafe was mobbed
at lunch time, probably because of visitors taking part in the
production of Carmina Burana. Chautauqua needed to accommodate those people along with the rest of us. Perhaps
arranging for a food truck would have helped alleviate the
congestion and provide a needed service. This solution could
pertain to any special event that requires extra food services.
Ellen Smith

Skaneateles, N.Y.

TO THE EDITOR:
Last year upon hearing about plans to create a new Chautauqua Amphitheater, I thought, What good idea. The seats are
uncomfortable, the aisles steep and precarious, and some supporting beams obstruct views of the stage. Proximity to the
Chautauqua Institution was a significant reason I chose to live
and work in the Jamestown area for 38 years; I have visited
the grounds every year for education, entertainment and worship. I even took juggling lessons one summer. My monetary
contributions to the Institution have been meager, preferring
to support Chautauqua by attending programs and parking.
I have followed in the Jamestown Post-Journal newspaper,
the current controversy over remodeling or building a new
Amphitheater. If I interpret the report of a recent advisory
panel commissioned to gather information regarding the two
options, a remodeled current Amphitheater will be unable to
accommodate future innovative programming. It seems to
me creating a new Amphitheater that will invite future programming ideas, is comfortable to sit in, handicapped accessible, safe to reach a seat, pleasing to look at and blends into
the surroundings can best be achieved by starting over. A
new structure will be enjoyed by Chautauqua homeowners
and visitors like myself for the next 100 years.
I plan to make a contribution to the Chautauqua Fund and
an equal one to the demolition fund, which if not already
named might be abbreviated “SOS”: “Start Over Soon.”
Robert M. Ungerer
Lakewood, N.Y.

TO THE EDITOR:
As I sat at my kitchen table, and read Bill Follansbee’s Aug.
20 letter to the editor, I wept. He put into words the emotions I have been feeling this summer regarding the Amp. he
touched my soul and love for Chautauqua.
Thank you Bill for your beautiful expression of what we
owe this “little slice of heaven,” for those who came before us
and those who will follow.
Don’t let our Amp become a poster child for the Week Six
theme, “Vanishing.” We learned that once something is extinct, it is gone forever. Be mindful of our collective loss.
Barbara Brandwein-Pankin

41 Cookman

Jeannette Kahlenberg

10 Scott

TO THE EDITOR:
I think the following Amp plan areas need to be tweaked:
aisle railings, incorporating a seasonal awning at the entrance to the Amp, and making the choir loft a more accessible space to view performances and lectures.
If steps are to be incorporated then it would make safety
sense to widen the aisle to allow for an almost-continuous
center-aisle railing, rather than relying on off-to-the-side abbreviated railings. Fletcher Music Hall, with similar slope
and row count, has a center-aisle railing system. Pew-sided
railings would work with the existing stepless aisles. It becomes much easier to concentrate on eye-hand coordination
and placement once there is little need to concentrate on
eye-foot coordination (the ramp angle forces us all into babyshuffle-step mode).
Another important issue is to extend the under-roof-cover rain protection for disabled and companion seating, and
baby strollers, at the top of the Amp. It appears a seasonal
awning, like the pole-supported awning at the Brick Wall
Cafe, could be extended along the western side of Amp.
Last year I was sitting in the choir-loft seating during the
Ken Burns week and it occurred to me that with the addition
of modern technology aimed at that area, the Amp might become known as a theater in the round. By updating and modernizing screening and equipment, face-front imagery could
be streamed to the loft area, similar to the 2 p.m. Interfaith
Lecture feed to the Hall of Christ
I think this has been a much-appreciated, needed and
timely process. I believe the stepless aisle system is a contemporary and seamless concept and embracing to both ablebodied individuals and individuals with mobility issues.
Beth Adler
22 Ramble

TO THE EDITOR:
Three weeks ago, Tom Becker was asked during an Amp
session what he and the administration were going to do to
help our community move forward and heal itself after the
Amp situation is decided.
This is the right question but directed at the wrong audience. Tom could give the most moving, compassionate,
unifying speech since Lincoln’s second inaugural and it will
effect nothing unless all of us want to reconcile and come
together in a true Chautauqua spirit of forgetting our past
grievances and going forward together.
There is the old story of the Boy Scout who hadn’t done
his good deed for the day so he helped a little old lady across
the street. The only problem was that she didn’t want to go.
So the choice is ours, fellow Chautauquans. Which will it be
— peace and harmony or further fighting and strife? Which
will we choose?
William E. Bates
P.O. Box 1352

Unfortunately, as a result of a personal injury my wife sustained on Aug. 15 on Bestor Plaza, we are writing this letter
directed to the Chautauqua community at large including the
Chautauqua Institution Board of Trustees. This letter speaks
to the lack of personal attention and responsibility exhibited
by some dog owners who visit the Institution grounds.
My wife was the victim of an unprovoked attack by a Doberman pinscher, and as a result, was knocked to the ground
and suffered a serious leg fracture possibly requiring extensive surgery. This incident was due to the negligence and
carelessness of the dog owner who was present but did not
have control of the animal.
The initial responsibility lies directly with the dog owner,
who may be a nice person, but who obviously does not respect the fact the children and adults frequent Bestor Plaza
as a gathering place for fun, frolic, rest or reflection.
Shared responsibility lies with Chautauqua Institution
which has already established regulations dealing with control
of pets, but lacks effective enforcement. Everyone has noticed
the proliferation of pets on the grounds. Strategically placing doggy waste-bag dispensers is no substitute for specially
trained staff who can watch for abuses by dog owners as well
as attempting to prevent dangerous incidents from occurring.
How many more people at Chautauqua will be attacked,
bitten, maimed or molested by dogs whose owners do not
exercise common sense? When will the Institution rulemakers insist on more effective enforcement?
Morton and Natalie Abramson
15 Simpson

TO THE EDITOR:
As the manager of the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra
for 23 seasons and a member for 44 years I have often written
year-end reflections. These have generally been positive in
nature highlighting the many outstanding concerts, soloists,
commissions, first performances, etc. The CSO prides itself
in giving Chautauquans outstanding musical experiences all
season long, and that has always been my focus. This year,
however, I would like to highlight the new level of excellence
achieved by the CSO under the leadership of our new music
director, Rossen Milanov!
There is a certain degree of anticipation and excitement any
time a new leader comes on the scene. Maestro Milanov, or
Rossen, as he prefers to be called, started with some very fine
concerts and we were enjoying his presence. But then we began to notice a marked change in ourselves and our audience.
Rossen was bringing a new sense of energy and joy to our music-making. He has a very engaging manner, both with us and
our audience, which makes us want to work harder and enjoy
more. Though we are all experienced orchestral musicians,
Rossen was showing us new ways of looking at the music we
were playing. His insights were obviously very well thought
out and his ability to convey his wishes was quite amazing.
So for the last half of the season we found ourselves being
more and more excited about making music. The relationship
seemed to be reciprocal. Rossen was at the same time more demanding and more appreciative of our efforts and accomplishments. At the concerts the audiences were getting larger and
more involved. The energy spread and grew with each concert.
At the close of our final rehearsal this summer, Rossen made
some heartfelt comments about our relationship and accomplishments. He said what an honor it was to conduct the CSO. I
know most of us were thinking what an honor it is to have him
as our music director. A fitting end to a truly amazing season.
Jason Weintraub

Co-personnel/business manager,
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra

TO THE EDITOR:
Chautauqua Institution has improved significantly over the
31 years that we have been coming here. So much so that 25
years ago we invested in a home on the grounds. Our early
years were the beginning of the great turnaround for Chautauqua. Others like us believed so deeply in Chautauqua’s
future that we progressively increased our involvement and
support. We were slowly but surely rewarded with better lecture themes and the wonderful speakers who clearly presented
their specialized subject matter. The arts were heavily supported by enriched events and performances as well as improved
facilities both rehabbed and new construction. The religious
programming leapt forward and became more inclusive and
meaningful. The grounds became more conducive to improved
recreational opportunities (new tennis courts, a sailing center,
improved central dock, better Boys’ and Girls’ Club, etc.). Education offerings were expanded and improved so that now they
are bountiful for all age groups, genders and needs. The operating staff was improved as well. Today’s Chautauqua Institution
is fabulously intellectual, spiritual, fun, safe, inspiring, fulfilling and beautiful. Most everything has been improved since
we first started coming here except the Amphitheater. It is now
time to improve the Amp and we are wholeheartedly in support of the improvement project as currently proposed.
None of the substantial improvements we have witnessed
over our 31 years at Chautauqua would have been possible
without visionary and dedicated trustees, excellent leadership
in the administrative and operational staff and the many, many
attendees (whether owners, renters or visitors). Every effort has
continually been made to hear and internalize all points of
view. No stone was left unturned in planning and execution to
assure the sustainability of Chautauqua.
Working together has been the best form of competent
leadership which culminates into appropriate advancement
and improvement of our beloved Chautauqua Institution. So
thank you one and all for your hard work and collaborative
leadership. Let’s work together to “Revamp the Amp” in order to provide the ultimate in safety for the participants, artists and workers and the needed advanced functions for the
programming now and into the next 100 years.
Debbie and Bill Currin
5 Vincent
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Human sin is choking the life out of Mother Earth

A

young seminarian asked how long should a sermon be.
“The length of a woman’s skirt,” said the Rev.
Martha Simmons of the answer. “Long enough
to cover the essentials and short enough to keep people
interested.”
Simmons gave her sermon, “Something Is Up,” at the 9:15
a.m. Wednesday morning worship service in the Amphitheater. Her text was Romans 8:18-22.
“One of the new pastors dared me to mention a certain
word,” Simmons said. “I told him, ‘Never, never dare an old
preacher.’ He dared me to say ‘Amphitheater.’ There. I said
it. Then he dared me to say something about it, and since
the Rev. Robert Franklin is not here, I will.”
At that moment, Franklin got up, walked toward the
stage and laughed.
“Come on, people,” Simmons said. “There will be no
grumpy people in heaven. God bless you as you you decide
what to do about the Amphitheater.”
The congregation laughed, too.
She cited a Yale University-George Mason University survey of Americans on climate change. Americans are divided
into six camps about climate change: People are concerned
(33 percent), cautious (19 percent), anxious (18 percent), disengaged (12 percent), doubtful (11 percent) and dismissive (7
percent), the survey found.
“Seventy percent of the people know that something is
up,” she said. “There is so much smoke, there must be a fire.
Corporations’ lies are getting harder to sell. As an AfricanAmerican woman, before Katrina, I would sign petitions so
there would not be toxic waste dumping in our neighborhoods. After Katrina, the government made clear who will
be helped and how little. Now, I see this as one of our greatest political and social challenges. Something is up.”
It is critical to talk about climate change because Earth
is a home, Simmons said, and “99.999 percent of us will not
move to Mars. What will we do if we don’t have any earthly
habitat at all?”
In Romans 8, Paul talks about the creation as a woman in
labor, about to give birth to a variety of life forms.
“ ‘We live and move and have our being in her womb,’ ”
Simmons said. “Mother Earth matters. This is a task of
planetary proportions, and if we don’t solve it, Earth will
become our tomb. Mother Earth is in labor, and there is a
life-and-death struggle. She is crying that we are ruining
her womb. She is a slave to the decay that is not of her doing. It is a result of our sin in Eden.”
She quoted theologian Sallie McFague, who wrote that

Baptist House

Chabad Lubavitch

The Rev. Alice Marie Graham, conducts Vespers at 7
p.m. today in Baptist House.
Her topic is “Reflections on
Community.”

Candle lighting is at 7:41
p.m. Friday.

Blessing and Healing Daily
Service
Sponsored by the Department of Religion, the Service of Blessing and Healing
takes place at 10:15 a.m. every weekday in the Randell
Chapel of the United Church
of Christ headquarters.

» on the grounds

BIKE BOARD
A Bike Board is located
in front of the Bike Rent
on Massey Avenue with
information on group
rides planned for the day
or week. If you would like
to invite others to join,
please provide the date,
time and destination of
the ride.

Morning Worship
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

We are all connected, and when one is harmed,
all are harmed. God never relinquished ownership of the earth. You do not have the right to
do whatever you want to the earth because you
have a title to the land.”
—THE REV. MARTHA SIMMONS

the sin in Eden was human beings’ unwillingness to accept
their boundaries so others can have their needed space.
“Our selfishness messes up the earth,” Simmons said.
“Our anthropological arrogance is that we think we are the
center of creation instead of one species in it. We are highlevel caretakers of earth’s assets.”
Earth is not a place for humans to do as they please; instead, they should work to take care of the planet, she said.
“The first job was creation care, and that should put to
rest the question of what the oldest profession really is,”
Simmons said. “The earth is the Lord’s, and something is
up when we make our desires lord. We are all connected,
and when one is harmed, all are harmed. God never relinquished ownership of the earth. You do not have the right to
do whatever you want to the earth because you have a title
to the land.”
A Drug Enforcement Administration agent went to visit
a farmer, she said. The agent told the farmer he could go
wherever he liked on the farm because he had a warrant
and a badge. The farmer suggested he not go to the back of
the house.

Chapel of the Good Shepherd
Holy Eucharist is celebrated weekdays at 7:45 a.m. in
the Chapel.
Chautauqua Catholic
Community
Daily Masses are at 8:45
a.m. and 12:10 p.m. weekdays in the Episcopal Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.
The Rev. Robert Kennedy speaks on “One Pastor’s
View of Young Adults and
the Church” at 12:45 p.m. today in the Methodist House
Chapel.
The Rev. Robert Ring
speaks on “The Path to Discipleship: Roadmap for Evangelizing” at 12:45 p.m. Friday in
the Methodist House chapel.
Christian Science House
All are welcome to use our
study room 24/7 to study this
week’s Bible lesson, “Christ
Jesus” and to read our current and archived copies of

Let’s Visit
Westfield

Interfaith News
COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE
Christian Science periodicals and use our computer
based church resources.

tonight at the church. $12 for
adults and $8 for children.

Hebrew Congregation

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II
leads the 7 p.m. Vespers tonight in the Lutheran House.

Susan Goldberg Schwartz
leads the Kabbalat Shabbat
service from 5 to 6 p.m. Friday outdoors at the lake near
Miller Bell Tower. The Pier
Building is the rain venue.
Hurlbut Church Meal Ministry
Members
of
Hurlbut
Church offer a turkey dinner with roast turkey breast,
stuffing, mashed potatoes,
gravy, cranberry, vegetables,
a homemade dessert and
a beverage from 5 to 7 p.m.

Lutheran House

Mystic Heart Community
Larry Terkel, teacher of
Kabbalah and Judaism, leads
a meditation seminar, “Meditation and Health” from
12:30 to 1:55 p.m. today in
the Hall of Missions. Anyone
with any level of experience
can attend. A donation is requested. The Mystic Heart
Community
encourages
people of all traditions to sit

Defying the farmer, he started toward the back. The
farmer again told the agent not to go, but the agent continued on his way. He came running back, screaming.
“There is a bull out there, and he’s coming this way,” the
agent said.
“Show him your badge,” the farmer said.
“We are ignoring Mother Earth, and she is warning
us again and again,” Simmons said. “And then, we call
a human-made disaster ‘an act of God.’ We need a moral
magnifying glass to not choose Father Profit over Mother
Nature. Mother Earth matters; so what should we do?”
Simmons said people should live like they are part of creation rather than the creator. It was time to wind up some
businesses that are harmful to the earth and human beings,
such as coal mining and coal-powered plants.
“I hate to see people lose jobs, but the steel mills in Pittsburgh had to close because the price to Mother Earth and to
people was slow death,” Simmons said. “We have seen this
movie before, and politicians don’t have to let the cities go
down; they can change the ending.”
People need to decrease their use of fossil fuels immediately or they will choke out other life in the womb, she said.
Nearly 4.5 million people, mostly in poor countries, die
every year from fossil fuel pollution, she said, but none of us
are immune.
“I went for a ride yesterday, and I found out that Chautauqua is close to Appalachia,” Simmons said. “People there
are dying, and they need you. They are too poor to figure it,
but they can turn it around with your help.”
The planet is a pregnant woman and we can either reap
what we sow or we can wake up, step up, speak up, she
said.
“The Gospel always provides an opportunity to repent,”
Simmons said.
She shared a Swedish Communion prayer which includes, “We break bread for the wounded as a sign that we
belong together.”
“I want to change that to say that, ‘We take responsibility
for the earth’s wounds and Mother Earth’s womb,’ ” Simmons said. “When you go to the [Communion] table, take a
pregnant pause. The table will strengthen you to know what
matters. Mother Earth matters.”
The Rev. Ron Cole-Turner presided. The Rev. Scott Maxwell,
pastor of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Erie, read the Scripture.
Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship coordinator, directed the
Motet Choir. The choir sang “The Lord’s Prayer” by John Tavener.
The Samuel M. and Mary E. Hazlett Memorial Fund and the J.
Everett Hall Memorial Chaplaincy support this week’s services.
together in meditation, so as
to increase awareness, kindness, and compassion.
The Mystic Heart Community hosts a social gathering and tea from 4:45 to 5:30
p.m. today at 37 Root.
The Mystic Heart Community, together with the
Catholic Community, offers
“Centering Prayer,” led by
Carol McKiernan from 7:15
to 7:45 a.m. Saturday in the
Hall of Philosophy. Please
enter and leave quietly.
Presbyterian House
The Rev. Gretchen N. Sausville leads a creative open
service with aspects of Taizé
images and discussion during the Vespers from 7 to 7:30
p.m. tonight in the Chapel.
Presbyterian House welcomes Chautauquans to our
porch for coffee, hot chocolate and lemonade each
day following the weekday
morning worship and preceding the morning lecture.
Unitarian Universalist
Monte Thompson and Robert Selke lead the discussion

at the meeting of Chautauqua
Chapter of Parents, Families
and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays, from 7 to 8 p.m. tonight
at the Unitarian Universalist
Denominational House.
United Church of Christ
The Rev. Karen Lebacqz
leads Vespers at 7 p.m. tonight
at the UCC Headquarters
building. This is time of quiet
reflection as we look back over
the week’s events and share in
music and short readings
United Methodist
The Rev. Sue Hutchins
leads a discussion on “Mission to Uganda” at the Pastor
in the Parlor event at 7 p.m.
tonight in the chapel.
All are welcome to stop by
our porch for coffee between
morning worship and the
10:45 a.m. lecture.
Unity
Unity holds a morning
daily word meditation from
8 to 8:30 a.m. weekdays in
the Hall of Missions.
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Lecture

‘Strong communities equal strong businesses’
Kent speaks on Coca-Cola’s work as ‘multi-local’ enterprise

mike kasarda
Guest Writer

As chairman and CEO of
the Coca-Cola Company, a
corporation that is often coupled with buzzword brands
such as McDonald’s and
Nike, Muhtar Kent is tasked
with arguably one of toughest sales pitches in multinational commerce: that Coke
actually cares about the communities in which it does
business.
Kent plainly framed his
Wednesday morning lecture with what he perceived
as the ultimate goal of good
business. He also underscored the requirement of a
symbiotic relationship between
business-building
and community-building.
“Coca-Cola, for years, has
taken to heart the fact that
we cannot have a vibrant,
dynamic, growing business
unless there are growing,
dynamic, vibrant communities which we serve,” Kent
said. “Strong communities
equal strong business.”
Kent, who first joined
the Coca-Cola Company in
1978, has led the business
since April 2009 and has
witnessed the corporation
spread to almost every country on Earth. He stressed that
Coca-Cola is a global enterprise. Just as importantly, it
is also a “multi-local business” that focuses on creating
“economic value” at the local
level, he said.
“Our company … proudly
employs 770,000 employees
around the world in those 207
nations,” he said. “The value
chain of the Coca-Cola System creates jobs for 10 times
more people — 7 million people around the world.”
Through this expansive
network, representatives of
Coca-Cola are able to reach 24
million retailers each week,
Kent said. This includes vendors from the smallest bodega to the largest supermarket.
“Because of that trust and
confidence placed in us by
those customers, we’re striving with all we have to make
our brand stronger, more
relevant, more desired, and
ultimately more loved,” Kent
said. “A brand is a promise,
and a good brand is always a
promise kept.”
A large part of that promise means leaving the most
positive impact possible on
the world, for as many people
as possible — whether directly connected to business or
not, Kent said.
“Every day, my colleagues

and I get up with a passion
for making a lasting, positive difference in people’s
lives,” Kent said. “And as we
do, we’re always seeking to
better integrate our sustainability efforts into our daily
actions and the business that
we do proudly every day.”
Kent dubbed this trust as
the “secret formula” driving
Coca-Cola’s brand advancement and its pursuit of practices to not only sustain the
company’s longevity, but also
nurture its multi-local business environment.
The Coca-Cola Company’s sustainability efforts are
itemized into three particular
pillars: women, water and
well-being.
Regarding women, Kent
emphasized the company’s
devotion to promote their
role and increase their economic opportunities within
the corporate sphere and in
local, entrepreneurial endeavors.
“Diversity always equates
to better decision-making,”
Kent said.
This commitment is illustrated through the company’s
5by20 campaign, which aims
to equip 5 million women
entrepreneurs with the economic tools and training to
be successful business partners by 2020. Although the
campaign had connected
with only 865,000 women
from 2010 through 2014, Kent
is confident this goal is attainable. He is also confident
these women will share the
money they make with their
communities.
Also on the company’s list
of endeavors, Coca-Cola has
pledged to replace 100 percent of the water used in all
its products by 2020.
“Actually, we’re going to
reach that goal of water neutrality — not in 2020, but at
the end of 2015,” Kent said.
For a company that uses
500 billion liters of water
every year, this goal might
seem lofty. However, Kent
said the externally audited
program will reach its goal
five years ahead of schedule
through three initiatives:
The first is rinsing bottles
with air instead of water; the
second is recycling used water directly into communities’ clean water systems; the
third is replenishing communities’ supplies with rainwater harvesting programs.
In accomplishing these
tasks, Coca-Cola will be a
water-neutral company by
the end of the year, Kent said.
To achieve these results,
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Muhtar Kent, chairman and chief executive officer of the Coca-Cola Company, speaks about the company’s work supporting communities
around the world during his morning lecture Wednesday in the Amphitheater.

Coca-Cola … has
taken to heart the fact
that we cannot have
a vibrant, dynamic,
growing business
unless there are
growing, dynamic,
vibrant communities
which we serve."
— MUHTAR KENT
Chairman and CEO,
The Coca-Cola Company

Coca-Cola relies on the golden triangle model, connecting
business, government and
civil society. The company
works with non-governmental organizations to locate
women entrepreneurs. It also
collaborates with water conservancy programs and the
World Wide Fund for Nature
to achieve water neutrality,
Kent said.
“I’m a huge believer that
big issues around the world
— societal problems, infra-

structure issues, socio-political economic issues — cannot
be solved by business alone,
and cannot be solved by
government alone,” he said.
“It cannot be solved by civil
society, education and other
NGOs alone. There has to be
that golden triangle partnership between the three to ensure that we have a vibrant,
dynamic, sustainable solution for some of those issues.”
Through its products and
services, Coca-Cola is working toward increased wellbeing for its retailers and customers with a specific focus
on combatting obesity.
“We’re continuing to do
our part to inspire healthier,
happier, more active lifestyle
in the United States and all
around the world,” Kent said.
The introduction of more
than 100 low- and no-calorie
products, implementation of
smaller packaging, and support for more than 330 physical activity programs across
110 nations are all specific
initiatives Kent listed in connection with this final pillar
of sustainability.
Aside from these three objectives, Kent offered a few

more examples of ways in
which Coca-Cola’s business
practices contribute to the
growth and development of
the company as well as individual communities.
The development of roads,
bridges and other infrastructure improve a community by
expediting business transportation and deliveries. The formation of micro-distribution
centers also ease the shipping
process while bringing numerous jobs and other forms
of development to an area.
Initiatives like EKOCENTERs
— small kiosks offering basic
goods and services like solar
power, Internet connectivity
and clean drinking water —
provide basic necessities for
communities to become modernized, Kent said.
“[This initiative], taken together, is a catalyst for community development and
growth,” Kent said. “We love
this social enterprise model
because everyone benefits
again. The community benefits from improved products
and services, most importantly, clean water.”
In connection with the
spread of Coca-Cola products

to some of the most remote
places on Earth, the company
is working to provide medicine to communities in need.
Project Last Mile, which
began in 2010 and works
through the golden triangle
model, is “committed to improving the distribution of
life-saving and life-enhancing medicine to people in
hard-to-reach parts of Africa,” Kent said. “We are sharing our distribution expertise
with public health agencies
that distribute the medicine.”
This project has increased
the availability of medicine
by 20 to 30 percent in areas
lacking adequate medical
services, Kent said.
These programs were not
just motivated by moral or
ethical ideals, he said. Rather,
they serve a purpose that is directly related to business.
“It’s that kind of juxtaposition that you have to find
to create these programs that
are good for business, good
for the planet, good for the
world, so that we can say
we have done a small part in
transferring a better world
to the next generation,” Kent
said. “That’s the key.”
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SYMPHONY
REVIEW

‘Suffused with

atmosphere & poetic intensity’
Donald Rosenberg | Guest Critic

I

hope this doesn’t put us into overtime,” said Marty Merkley, Chautauqua
Institution’s vice president and director of programming, as he stood at the
microphone in the Amphitheater Tuesday night. He had just been hailed for 25
years of service, which will conclude with his retirement at the end of September.

It was a good thing
warmth pervaded the ceremony preceding the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra’s final concert of 2015.
The weather was what might
charitably be called cool,
prompting more than a few
audience members to flee
during intermission. Chautauqua President Tom Becker
acknowledged the temperature at the outset when he
made a reference to Christmas. Before heaping Merkley
with praise, Becker saluted
the orchestra’s “exquisite
beauty and breathtaking
programming.”
Certainly, the programming Tuesday was colorful, with lush and sweeping works by Respighi,
Chausson and Sibelius to fill
the Amp with vibrant sound.
Cristian Macelaru, conductor-in-residence of the
Philadelphia Orchestra and
a musician whose career is
on a steady ascent, returned
to the CSO’s podium for his
second appearance of the
season. The night also held
the Chautauqua debut of the
superb American mezzo-soprano Sasha Cooke.
Macelaru and the orchestra could have ended the
season by offering a menu
stuffed with favorites. Of
the pieces on this program,
only Respighi’s “Fountains
of Rome” could possibly fall
into that category, though it
is overshadowed by another
score from the composer’s
“Roman Trilogy,” the grandly sonorous “Pines of Rome.”
Yet Respighi’s tribute to four
of the city’s major fountains abounds in delectable
soundscapes, many of them
delicate and lyrical.
The piece wouldn’t be
Respighi, of course, if it
didn’t exploit the full resources of the symphony
orchestra. The Chautauqua brass section was more
than willing to set the most
voluminous passages into
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From the opening
clarinet solo … to the
work’s mystifying closing
gesture, Tuesday’s
performance was
suffused with atmosphere
and poetic intensity.”
glorious orbit. But Macelaru
proved his sensitivity by the
shaping the score with utmost attention to detail, savoring its “exquisite beauty”
and bringing judicious pacing to the various tableaux.
“Exquisite beauty” also
applied to the performance
of Chausson’s Poème de
l’amour et de la mer, Op. 19,
that Cooke gave in close collaboration with Macelaru
and the orchestra. Set to
verses by Maurice Bouchor,
the song cycle traces the motion of the sea and aspects of
love in music of shimmering,
mournful and voluptuous
personality. The sea imagery
is rapturous and multi-hued,

Above, mezzo-soprano Sasha Cooke sings Poème de l’amour et
de la mer during this season’s final performance by the Chautauqua
Symphony Orchestra Tuesday in the Amphitheater. At right, guest
conductor Cristian Macelaru leads the CSO in “Fountains of Rome.”

and may have had some influence on Debussy, who
wrote his great “La mer” a
decade later.
Cooke inhabited the conflicted worlds of Chausson’s
cycle from the moment she
began pouring out her lustrous, vividly focused voice.
Although the French texts
weren’t projected or printed
in the program, it was easy
to discern the intent of the
words from Cooke’s nuanced shading and facial expressions. Macelaru kept the
orchestra in careful and cogent balance, allowing their
guest to be heard even when
Chausson turns up the sonic
heat.
Plenty of urgency pervaded the account of Sibelius’
Symphony No. 1 that ended
the concert (and the season).
The Finnish composer’s second and fifth symphonies
are performed more often
than the first, but there’s no
need to look down upon his

initial essay in the genre.
In its revised version, the
one always performed, the
work shows Sibelius in debt
to Tchaikovsky and other
Romantic masters while already developing a distinctive musical voice.
From the opening clarinet solo, luminously played
by Eli Eban, to the work’s
mystifying closing gesture,

Tuesday’s performance was
suffused with atmosphere
and poetic intensity. Macelaru gave the lyrical passages ample space to sing and
sent the majestic orations
on elegant wing. The night’s
uncomfortable
temperature may not always have
been kind to instruments,
but when timpanist Stuart
Chafetz opened ears in the

Scherzo and the entire orchestra played the rhapsodic
theme in the finale, nothing
could distract from the music-making Chautauqua is so
privileged to hear on a regular basis.
Donald Rosenberg is editor of
EMAg, the Magazine of Early
Music America, and author
of The Cleveland Orchestra
Story: Second to None.
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THURSDAY
August 27

6:45 Eventide Travel Series.
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni
Association.) “Russia, The Post
Soviet Years, From Yeltsin to Putin
to Crimea.” Jim Brady. Donation.
Hall of Christ
7:00 Christian Science Service.
Christian Science Chapel
7:00 (7–7:45) Metropolitan Community
Church Vespers Service. UCC
Chapel
7:00 Pre-Performance Lecture.
(Programed by the Chautauqua
Dance Circle.) Jon Lehrer,
LehrerDance. Hall of Philosophy
8:15 SPECIAL. LehrerDance.
(Community Appreciation Night.)
Amphitheater
7:00 (7–11) Farmers Market
7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation:
Spiritual Practices of World
Religions. Leader: Larry Terkel.
(Judaism/Kabbalah.) Donation.
Bring gate pass. Main Gate
Welcome Center Conference Room
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd
8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of
Missions
8:30 (8:30–9:45) CHQ Livable
Community Forum Lecture.
“Accessing Care for Complex
Medical Issues.” Danielle Hanson,
D.O., LECOM. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion. Hall
of Missions Grove
9:00 Nature Walk. (Programmed by the
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack
Gulvin, BTG naturalist. Meet at the
lake side (back) Smith Wilkes Hall
9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. “Black
Lives Matter.” The Rev. Martha
Simmons, associate minister, Rush
Memorial United Church of Christ,
Atlanta. Amphitheater
9:15 Chautauqua Speaks.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Women’s Club.) “Arts Programming
at CHQ — Onward and Upward!”
Deborah Sunya Moore, associate
director of programming,
Chautauqua Institution. CWC House
10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel
10:45 LECTURE. Kathleen Sibelius,
former U.S. secretary of health and
human services. Amphitheater
12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer

Representatives of Chautauquas from around the country and Canada returned to “Mother Chautauqua” for the Chautauqua Trail annual meeting Aug. 9 to 12. Seventeen
North American Chautauquas — from Plains, Georgia, to Boulder, Colorado — form the 23-year-old Chautauqua Trail.
12:15 Knitting. “Women4Women –
Knitting4Peace.” UCC Reformed
House Porch
12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart
Meditation Seminar. “Meditation
and Health.” Leader: Larry Terkel.
(Judaism/Kabbalah.) Donation. Hall
of Missions
12:30 (12:30–1:45) CHQ Livable
Community Forum Lecture.
“Creating a Livable Community
for the 50 and Over Generation.”
James Lin, D.O., and Melanie
Titzel, Ph.D., LECOM Institute for
Successful Aging. Athenaeum Hotel
Parlor
12:45 Chautauqua Catholic Community
Seminar. “One Pastor’s View
of Young Adults.” The Rev.
Robert Kennedy, pastor, Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rochester, N.Y.
Methodist House Chapel
1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market.
Farmers Market
1:15 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club
2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
“The Search for Cracks in the
City of Stone: An Anatomy of the
Struggles for Pluralism in Modern
Jerusalem.” Anat Hoffman,
executive director, Israel Religious
Action Center. Hall of Philosophy
(simulcast in the Hall of Christ)

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
3:30 CLSC AUTHOR PRESENTATION.
Diane Ackerman, The Human Age.
Hall of Philosophy
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
4:45 Mystic Heart. Social Gathering and
Tea. 37 Root Ave. (behind Norton
Hall)
4:45 (4:45–6:45) Music at Heirloom.
Kev Rowe. Heirloom Restaurant at
the Athenaeum Hotel
6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. All singers welcome.
(Two rehearsals required to sing at
Sunday worship services.) Smith
Wilkes Hall
6:45 PFLAG Chapter Meeting.
All are welcome. (Sponsored
by the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation.) Unitarian Universalist
Denominational House patio
7:00 Family Movie Night. “Up.”
Hultquist Center 101
7:00 Devotional Services and
Programs. Denominational Houses

(7:15–7:45) Mystic Heart
Meditation: Spiritual Practices
of World Religions. Leader: Carol
McKiernan. (Centering Prayer).
Donation. Bring gate pass. Main Gate
Welcome Center Conference Room
8:15 SPECIAL Evening
Conversation. “C 2 It.” An
Evening with Tom and Jennifer
Brokaw. Amphitheater
7:15

F

FRIDAY
August 28

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market
7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation:
Spiritual Practices of World
Religions. Leader: Larry Terkel.
(Judaism/Kabbalah.) Donation.
Bring gate pass. Main Gate
Welcome Center Conference Room
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation.
(Sponsored by Unity of
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion. Hall
of Missions Grove
9:00 Men’s Club Speaker Series.
“Chautauqua’s Early Innovations:
Part II.” Bob Hopper. United
Methodist House
9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. “A Tale of
Two Boys.” The Rev. Martha
Simmons, associate minister, Rush
Memorial United Church of Christ,
Atlanta. Amphitheater
9:15 Men’s Club Speaker Series.
Monica Robins, TV 8 health
reporter. United Methodist House.
10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel
10:45 LECTURE. Ray LaHood, policy
adviser; former U.S. Department
of Transportation Secretary.
Amphitheater
12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
12:30 Women Seeking Serenity. Hurlbut
Church Parlor
12:45 Chautauqua Catholic Community
Seminar. ““The Path to Discipleship:
Roadmap for Evangelizing and the
Church.” The Rev. Robert Ring,
pastor, St. Louis Church, Pittsford,
N.Y. Methodist House Chapel
2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
“Unleashing the Power of Faith
to Live Free.” Michael McBride,
director, Lifelines to Healing
Campaign, PICO National Network.
Hall of Philosophy (simulcast in the
Hall of Christ)
2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center

2:15

2:30

3:30

3:30

4:00

4:00

4:00

5:00

6:00

8:15

Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
(2:30–5) Mah Jongg.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Women’s Club.) Memberships
available at the door. CWC House
Chautauqua Heritage Lecture
Series. “Five More Giants of
Chautauqua.” Told by five good
Chautauquans. Hall of Christ
(3:30–5) Chautauqua Dialogues.
(Sponsored by the Department
of Religion.) Facilitator-led
group discussions. No fee; preregistration required by Thursday
at 2 p.m. Interfaith Lectures.
Locations to be announced
Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
CLSC Alumni Association
Executive Committee Meeting.
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall
Kate Kimball Room
Guest Artist Voice Recital.
(School of Music.) Luanne Crosby,
soprano; Alexandra Porter,
soprano; with J.J. Penna, piano.
(Benefits the Chautauqua Women’s
Club Scholarship Program.)
McKnight Hall
Hebrew Congregation Evening
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat:
Welcome the Sabbath.” Service led
by Susan Goldberg Schwartz.
Miller Bell Tower (if rain, Pier
Building)
(6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. All singers welcome.
(Two rehearsals required to sing at
Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth
S. Lenna Hall
SPECIAL. Kristin Diable & The
City. Amphitheater

» on the grounds

Back issues of The Chautauquan Daily
If you would like any back issues of the Daily from the 2015
Season, please stop at the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall.

