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John Ford
Staff Writer

Robin Wright believes 
“we may be in the greatest 
period of 
empower-
ment in 
world his-
tory.”

Wr ig ht 
will share 
the the 
Amphithe-
ater stage 
at 10:45 
a.m. today with Egyptian 
social entrepreneur Jawad 
Nabulsi, founder of the social 
entrepreneurship initiative, 
Nebny Foundation, in Egypt. 
Together, they will consider 
several aspects of the pres-
ent and future Middle East as 
part of the Week Eight morn-
ing lecture platform.

“Consider this,” Wright 
said. “In the past 25 years 

we have witnessed the end 
of apartheid, the collapse 
of the USSR, the demise of 
Latin American military 
dictatorships, and now the 

a m a z i n g 
p h e n o m -
enon of 
the Arab 
S p r i n g . 
Five years 
from now, 
the U.S. 
might be 
asking if 
it really 

wants to use its political 
leverage or military muscle 
to defend Middle Eastern 
borders.” 

Many of the borders in 
the region date back to the 
efforts of post-World War I 
diplomats whose unfamil-
iarity with the Middle East 
has been well documented. 

george cooper
Staff Writer

Chautauqua Institution 
archivist and historian Jon 
Schmitz said the Chautau-
qua experience is worth 
thinking about. 

“What is it really that peo-
ple like about being here?” 
he asked.

In asking the question, 
Schmitz thought it would be 
good to look at a few people 
from the past who came to 
Chautauqua and recorded 
their experiences.

The result is “We Were 
Chautauquans: The Experi-
ence From Visits Made to 
Chautauqua in the Past.” 

Schmitz and other Chau-
tauquans of the present will 

read from reminiscences 
written by Chautauquans of 
the past.

The event is at 3:30 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Christ as 
part of the Oliver Archives 
Heritage Lecture Series.

Rudyard Kipling famously 
dished on Chautauqua in 
an article titled “Chautauq-
uaed,” printed in Abaft the 
Funnel, a collection of early 
pieces published by B. W. 
Dodge and Company in 1909. 
In his Talks to Teachers on 
Psychology, the 19th-century 
psychologist William James 
praised the sobriety, industry 
and intelligence of the place 
but after a week exclaimed 
with glee to be “back in the 
dark and wicked world” 

when he returned home.
There are, however, many 

positive accounts about 
Chautauqua, some more 
subtle, some more ordinary, 
and, by being ordinary, 
made more interesting.

Sidney W. Davidson wrote 
about driving to Chautauqua 
from New Jersey in August 
1920. He and his wife would 
spend a couple of weeks on 
the grounds with Sidney Jr., 
who was 5 months old. 

They drove in their first 
car, a Hupmobile sedan, 
whose axle broke on the way 
in Elmira, New York. They 
finished the trip by train.

An unidentified writer de-
scribed the 1933 season, a dif-
ficult time as the Institution 

prepared for receivership. 
“New faces were not the 

order of the day,” they wrote. 
“Most everyone had been 
here the year before and the 
year before that, and would 
be back the next year and the 
year after.”

This unidentified writer 
described the grocery stores 
in the Colonnade, Ralph, the 
blind newsboy, who sold pa-
pers from a stand near the 
Florida Fountain, and the 
steamboat that offered a 50-
cent round trip excursion to 
Jamestown.

At the end of the reminis-
cence the writer concluded, 
“That’s the way it was the 
summer of 1933. 

What is a Chautauqua Experience?: Schmitz to lead exploration of past reminiscences

AlexAndrA greenwAld
Staff Writer

When your home is the 
Holy Land, sharing sacred 
space becomes a day-to-day 
issue, and it often becomes 
a bloody one. 

This is something Rabbi 
Michael Melchior and his 
associates at the Mosaica 
Center for Interreligious 
Cooperation hope to end. 

“Religion is, at a grow-
ing rate, [the way in which] 
people define who they are 
and their identity, and very 
much in a way of bring-
ing blessings to people and 
hope to people and healing 
to people,” Melchior said. 
“But sometimes [it] also de-
fines who they are not and 
who they should be fight-
ing against.” 

Such a definition turns 
communal, sacred places 
into exclusive sites of wor-
ship, he said.

Melchior will deliver his 
lecture, “Religion and Sacred 
Spaces: Obstacles to Peace or 
Not?” at 2 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy. 

Melchior to discuss need for 
activism from religious leaders

MElchior

Wright, Nabulsi to speak on 
present, future of Middle East,
emergence of new generation

nAbulsiWrighT

Courtesy of Chautauqua Institution Archives
Chautauqua institution archivist and historian Jon Schmitz will 
lead “we were Chautauquans: The Experience From Visits Made 
to Chautauqua in the Past” at 3:30 p.m. Friday in the Hall of Christ.
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Argentinian composer Osvaldo Golijov has a muse, 
and it’s five-time Grammy Award-winning sopra-
no Dawn Upshaw.

“I sort of sit back and wait and see what he 
comes up with,” Upshaw said.

Upshaw joins the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra at 
8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater for an evening that 
marks the third and final “Into the Music” concert of the 
season. A project of newly appointed Music Director Rossen 
Milanov, the concert series aims to make orchestral music 
accessible and appealing to new audiences.

Tonight’s concert features Upshaw in a performance of 
Osvaldo Golijov’s “Three Songs,” and “Last Round,” as 
well as “Dances of Galánta” by Hungarian composer Zol-
tán Kodály. Per usual, the “Into the Music” concert will be 
followed by a talkback where audiences may engage in dia-
logue with the maestro and performers.

“Three Songs,” like other Golijov works, was composed 
with Upshaw in mind. The piece sets music from a diverse 
range of sources and instrumentations for full orchestra.

Departing from European composers and introducing 
a vocal soloist, tonight serves as a counterbalance to previ-
ous “Into the Music” concerts featuring Mozart and Mus-
sorgsky. The goal of the program is to draw the audience in, 
which, Upshaw said, should be attainable considering the 
accessible nature of Golijov’s work.

“The music that we’ve worked on together all seems of a 
very honest type,” she said. “It speaks very directly to me. I 
don’t feel like it’s difficult to get to the core of the music be-
cause it is so open and generous — I’m really drawn to that.”

Arriving straight from Tanglewood Music Festival in 
Stockbridge and Lenox, Massachusetts, Upshaw said the 
turnaround for her Amp performance may be her fastest 
ever, with only a single rehearsal. But she said these situa-
tions feed her performance.

“I enjoy the unknown — the spontaneity — of working 
with new musicians, and it’s kind of like getting to know 
somebody, meeting someone new in an intensive period 
when you understand your own musical personas as best as 
you can to put a nice performance together,” Upshaw said. 
“I enjoy that process.”

But, she added, it’s not all about her, nor is it about the 
CSO. Performing creates an electricity that transcends the 
performers, Upshaw said.

Upshaw, CSO conclude ‘Into the Music’ concert series with

uPshAW

MilAnovSee adventure, Page 4

morgAn kinney | Staff Writer
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS

Briefly

Science Circle events
The CLSC Alumni Association Science Circle will host 

a presentation at 9:15 a.m. Wednesday in the Hall of Christ. 
The presentation will be “Remembering Willie Nelson: 
The Science of Peak Memory” by Jeremy Genovese.

The Science Circle hosts a Brown Bag discussion of 
this Tuesday’s New York Times Science section at 12:15 p.m. 
Thursday in the Smith Memorial Library classroom.

Knitting4Peace workshop
From 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. on the Methodist House porch. 

All ages are welcome. Yarn and needles are available for 
purchase. For more information, please call 303-918-4617.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The CWC offers Chautauquans the porch for informal 

conversation in Swedish, French and Spanish. Language 
session are available at 1:15 p.m. every Wednesday.

The Flea Boutique will hold 50 Percent Off Day from noon 
to 2 p.m. Wednesday. Stop and shop behind the Colonnade. 

Open House for properties for sale. 
Pick up a list at the Visitors Center.

CLSC alumni news
The CLSC Eventide Travel Series will be presented at 6:45 

p.m. Wednesday in the Hall of Christ. Richard and Mari-
anne Karslake will present “Germany at Christmastime.”

CLSC Class of 1996 potluck will be held at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday at Diana and Dave Bowers’ home at 18 Ha-
zlett. Please RSVP at 716-357-3197 if you plan to attend.

Pioneer Hall is open for docent tours from 1:15 to 2:15 
p.m every Monday and Wednesday.

Ice cream social at today’s ‘Playdate’
An afternoon playdate will include an ice cream social 

at 3 p.m. today. Hosted by NOW Generation members Jen-
nifer Goldberg Rapoport and Ben Sorensen, the social is 
for families with little ones (up to age 10). Enjoy a cool treat 
and conversation at the Children’s School Playground. No 
cost to attend; no RSVP needed.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
At 9:15 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. today, there will be Garden 

Walks with Sharon Reed, master gardener, and Joe Mc-
Master, horticulturist. Walks will vary weekly and last an 
hour. Meet at the back of Smith Wilkes Hall. Sharon Reed 
will also be showing monarch butterfly caterpillars dur-
ing her Garden Walk.

There will be a Bird Walk and Talk with leaders from 
the Roger Tory Peterson Institute and the Jamestown 
Audubon Society at 7:30 a.m. today. Meet at the entrance 
to Smith Wilkes Hall.

At 12:15 p.m. today, wildlife photographer and sound 
recorder Will Herschberger will present  “The Songs of In-
sects” Brown Bag.

Chautauqua Theater Company news
At 12:15 p.m. Thursday, bring a bag lunch to Brat-

ton Theater to participate in our end-of-season auction 
and hear the announcement of next season’s shows. This 
week’s Brown Bag is titled “Auction and Preview: Going 
Once, Going Twice.” Bid on your favorite prop and cos-
tume pieces from this past season, and bring home a the-
ater memory to treasure. Brown Bags are free.

VACI Partners news
Join us for our last event of the summer and your last 

chance to reconnect with fellow VACI Partners members 
before the summer ends. We’ll provide tables and chairs, 
paper plates, napkins and cutlery. Bring a dish to share 
and your own drinks. In case of rain, we will move into 
the drawing studio. Last names beginning with A thru P 
please bring a main dish or salad. Last names beginning 
with Q thru Z please bring a dessert. Email vacipartners@
gmail.com if you have any questions. We look forward to 
seeing you there.

EVENT TITLE / SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION SPONSOR

PEO Reunion -- Tuesdays 12:15 p.m.

At home of Sharon Thawley, 
22 Vincent Bring a Salad to 
share (any questions? call 
Anne Mcdermott 357-2271)

Sisters

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at Chautauqua but are not one of the 
Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing 
in the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is 
one. The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing.

The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for $10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the 
Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

BULLETIN
BOARD

HAYLEY ROSS
Staff Writer

Audiences might remem-
ber a few young dancers from 
the Chautauqua Regional 
Youth Ballet who made a spe-
cial appearance during this 
season’s opera performances 
of Macbeth and Eugene One-
gin. Those dancers — and 
several more from CRYB — 
are returning to the Institu-
tion, this time performing 
their own repertoire. 

CRYB will perform as 
part of the Family Entertain-
ment Series at 7 p.m. tonight 
in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.

CRYB has performed at 
Chautauqua Institution ev-
ery summer for more than 
15 years. This year’s perfor-
mance will feature a variety 
of styles of dance from mod-
ern to classical ballet. 

“If you only show one 
type of dance, people might 
not be as interested,” said 
CRYB Artistic Director 
Monika Alch. “For this type 
of educational concert, I 
thought it would be best to 
show a variety of styles.” 

Students ages 9 to 19 will 

perform in six pieces during 
this evening’s performance. 

“Cull” is a modern dance 
work choreographed by Mi-
chael Cerwinski, director of 
the modern dance company 
MichaelJamesNewYork. It was 
set on CRYB students dur-
ing a January workshop and 
made possible through fund-
ing from the Chautauqua Re-
gion Community Foundation. 

“Four Little Swans” is 
an excerpt from Swan Lake 
danced by four girls. Swan 
Lake is the story of a princess 
who is turned into a swan 
by an evil sorcerer. The well-
known piece requires syn-
chronization and precision 
by all performers.

“Red Violin Suite,” set to 
music by John Corigliano, 
and “Woodland Fairies,” set 
to music by Bach, were both 
choreographed by former 
CRYB student Brittany Bush. 
Bush now dances for the José 
Mateo Ballet in Boston.

“ ‘Woodland Fairies’ is a 
pure, classical piece,” Alch 
said.

CRYB will also be per-
forming excerpts from Syl-
via, a classical ballet about a 

huntress nymph in a wood-
land forest. 

Madeline Jones, a student 
at CRYB, will perform “Letz-
ter Tag,” a contemporary bal-
let solo to music by Herbert 
Grönemeyer. This is her final 
performance with CRYB, as 
she leaves this fall to con-
tinue her dance studies at 
the Conservatory of Dance at 
Purchase College. 

“That was a great experi-
ence because it was the first 
time they got to work with 
a conductor and live orches-
tra,” Jones said. “It’s a more 
professional experience.”

Performing at Chautau-
qua each year is a great op-
portunity for Alch’s students 
to gain more professional 
dance experience, she said. 
CRYB performs The Nutcrack-
er each winter and presents 
a Spring Gala performance 
but the Chautauqua perfor-
mance is one of the only per-
formances the school does 
during the summer. 

“The more the students 
perform, the better,” she 
said. “There are not as many 
opportunities in this area to 
perform.”

Chautauqua Regional Youth Ballet 
to present annual FES performance

 Provided Photo

The Chautauqua Regional Youth Ballet performs at 7 p.m. tonight in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.
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ALEXANDRA GREENWALD
Staff Writer

Historically, African-
American churches are 
one of the earliest forms of 
American religion, but that 
form of spirituality has nev-
er been formally celebrated 
at Chautauqua — until now.

If all goes according to 
plan, the African-American 
Denominational House will 
become an official presence 
at Chautauqua Institution in 
2016.

“Many of the historically 
African-American congre-
gations and denominations 
have been around since the 
early 18th century and have 
no official or institutional 
presence at the Institution,” 
said the Rev. Robert Frank-
lin, director of religion. “I 
think this is a wonderful op-
portunity to welcome, really, 
one of the earliest expres-
sions of religion in America 
into the Chautauqua family.”

The Rev. Sterling Free-
man, AADH project manag-
er, said the organization has 
been in the formative stages 
for the last several years. The 
mission of the house is to 
be “deeply ecumenical and 
interfaith, and at the same 
time, rooted in African-
American spirituality and 

experience,” Freeman said.
While African-American 

churches often carry the 
same denominational names 
as other churches, such as 
Episcopal or Methodist, 
Freeman said, the African-
American faith traditions 
carry additional social and 
spiritual meaning for their 
adherents. 

“The African-American 
faith tradition in this coun-
try is woven deeply into the 
fabric of this country,” he 
said. “In fact, I might go as 
far as to say that we wouldn’t 
know the African-American 
community and culture as 
we know it today without 
the African-American faith 
perspective, because it was 
the African-American faith 
community that was not just 
the place to learn about God 
and be spiritual, but it was 
a place for organizing, and 
a place of refuge, for succor 
in order to establish the dig-
nity of black lives and black 
people in this country.”

This spirituality has taken 
many forms since the civil 
rights era and encompasses 
theologies focused on the 
prosperity gospel, inter-
nally focused personal pi-
ety, salvation, and prophetic 
traditions that see the black 

church as a pathway to jus-
tice and liberation. 

“In my opinion, in the 
African-American faith tra-
dition we continue to be in a 
fight to hold onto, or reclaim 
and to amplify that prophet-
ic tradition which has really 
always been the bedrock to 
these faith communities,” 
Freeman said. 

According to Geof Fol-
lansbee, CEO of the Chau-
tauqua Foundation and 
member of the AADH Board 
of Directors, the AADH is 
well on its way to fulfilling 
the requirements to becom-
ing an official denomina-
tional group on the grounds, 
but still requires “significant 
philanthropy” to establish a 
physical house.

Other requirements to 
become a denominational 
house include the formation 
of a board of directors, 501(c) 
(3) tax-exempt status, inten-
tion to further Chautauqua 
Institution ideals, mem-
bership to a branch of an 
Abrahamic religion, and an 
agreement to be tolerant and 
accepting of all other faith 
traditions represented on the 
grounds.

Serving on the AADH 
Board of Directors are Fol-
lansbee, Freeman, Helene D. 
Gayle, the Rev. Raphael War-
nock, and Board Chair the 
Rev. Otis Moss III. 

At an institutional level, 
the AADH presents both op-
portunities and challenges 
in improving diversity at 

Chautauqua. 
“On the whole, the reac-

tion [to the AADH] is, ‘Fi-
nally, we can make a serious 
effort to expand diversity 
at Chautauqua,’ ” Franklin 
said. “Then I’ve heard con-
cerns raised to ensure that 
this not be a separate and ex-
clusive operation, which ac-
cording to the guidelines of 
Chautauqua, it could not be.”

However, Follansbee said 
the AADH is about more 
than simply expanding di-
versity.

“A lot of people here on 
the grounds see it as a way 
to fix the diversity problems, 
and it can’t be about that,” he 
said. “I think if we’re really 
going to explore the topical 
imperatives of the day, those 

things that really challenge 
us, we’ve got to have more 
voices at the table, and not 
just people in our socioeco-
nomic level. This is not the 
only voice Chautauqua is 
lacking, that’s pretty clear.”

Even so, Follansbee said 
that the lack of racial diversi-
ty at Chautauqua has been a 
matter of concern for “almost 
50 years,” and that improve-
ment in that vein would help 
the Institution to become “a 
more authentic community.”

“I think everyone believes 
everyone wins if we can get 
this done,” he said.

For Freeman, the estab-
lishment of the AADH is 
an opportunity to provide 
greater cultural understand-
ing in the Chautauqua com-
munity and beyond. 

“The main focal point 
here is to have a place where 
there is a great space for 
knowledge-sharing about 
the importance and the im-
pact of this tradition and its 
relevance today, and to build 
communities around that 
tradition,” he said. “Hope-
fully, [that will] inspire folks 
to sort of spread what we 
know has been essential to 
the black community since 
people of color set foot on 
these shores.” 

AADH moves toward official presence at Chautauqua in 2016

RYAN PAIT
Staff Writer

When someone sees a per-
spective similar to theirs re-
flected in the works they read, 
it can resonate in a huge way.

For Mihaela Moscaliuc, 
she found this in the work of 
Agha Shahid Ali, an Ameri-
can poet with Kashmiri an-
cestry. As an immigrant writ-
er herself — she was born 
and raised in Romania and 
educated in Romania and the 
United States — Moscaliuc 
felt a connection to Ali.

Moscaliuc is the poet-in-
residence for Week Eight 
at the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center. With her Brown Bag, 
“Agha Shahid Ali, Transna-
tional Poet,” she’ll explore 
the work of Ali and what she 
calls transnational poetics. 
Her lecture will be at 12:15 
p.m. today on the front porch 
of the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall.

Moscaliuc is the author of 
the poetry collections Father 
Dirt and Immigrant Model and 
also works as an editor and 
translator. She said her inter-
est in Ali and the influence of 
his work inspired her lecture.

Ali published numerous 

poetry collections during his 
lifetime, including Rooms are 
Never Finished, which was a 
finalist for the National Book 
Award for Poetry in 2001. He 
often said there was Muslim, 
Hindu and Western in him, 
and “cultural and spiritual 
polyphony” gave him what 
Moscaliuc believes to be a 
unique poetic voice.

“Ali saw his work as a re-
flection of various cultural 
permutations and as the 
product of various historical 
forces and literary traditions, 
so he often borrowed, appro-
priated and recontextualized 
myths, legends, histories and 
other writers’ work,” Mosca-
liuc said.

Moscaliuc said she’s fas-
cinated by Ali’s use of inter-
textuality and appropriation 
in his work. These elements, 
along with Ali’s poetic voice, 
create what she refers to as a 
“transnational poetics.” She 
was also mesmerized by his 

use of ghazals, a poetic form 
with strict rules that utilizes 
repetition, rhyme and cou-
plets. His collection Call Me 
Ishmael Tonight is a series of 
ghazals.

Moscaliuc also found 
herself drawn to his work 
because she saw something 
similar in their experiences.

“As an immigrant writer, I 
am attracted to poetries that 
explore issues of in-between-
ness, discontinuous cultural 

identities, and historical con-
flict,” Moscaliuc said. “I am 
also intrigued by Ali’s erudi-
tion and intellectual grace, but 
also the boldness with which 
he weaves references and oth-
er’s work into his own. I read 
his work because it resonates 
with my own poetic interests, 
but also because I can learn so 
much from it, always.”

Moscaliuc hopes her au-
dience will learn from Ali’s 
work as well, even if he rep-

resents a perspective very 
different from their own.

“I want them to gain an ap-
preciation of Ali’s work, and 
of aesthetics that might be 
slightly jarring to our Western 
sensibilities,” Moscaliuc said. 
“I hope they will want to head 
over to the store or library, grab 
an Ali book, and dive deep 
into the richly textured worlds 
of his poems.”

Moscaliuc to explore intertextuality of poet Agha Shahid Ali in Brown Bag

MOSCALIUC

FREEMAN FOLLANSBEE GAYLE WARNOCK MOSS

AFRICAN-AMERICAN DENOMINATIONAL HOUSE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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ask the archivist

??

 DiD Lewis MiLLer Design the AMphitheAter?

Lewis miller oversaw the design, but the architect was 
Ellis	G.	Hall	from	Jamestown	(formerly	from	Syracuse).

For more information on this question or to submit your own 
question to the archivist, visit the Oliver Archives at the cor-
ner of Massey and South, or send a message to archivist Jon 
Schmitz: jschmitz@ciweb.org

heritage
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There is nothing like that 
first	 season	 at	 Chautauqua.	
Those Were the days. It’s a 
marvelous	 experience	 to	 re-
live	them	—	if	only	on	paper.”

Included in this pre-
sentation of visions of 
Chautauqua	 past,	 Schmitz	
will	 screen	 a	 1923	 promo-
tional	 film	 about	 Chautau-
qua.	 Schmitz	 said	 the	 film	
helped people know what 
to expect at Chautauqua. 

“It was the post-war peri-
od, and Chautauqua found 
itself	competing	with	other	
vacation	 opportunities,”	
Schmitz	said.	
The	 film	 reveals	 the	 In-

stitution going through a 
change. 

“Chautauqua wanted to 
maintain	 its	 identity	 as	 a	
place that brought together 
education, religion and rec-
reation, but it had begun to 
emphasize	 recreation	 more	

than ever, recreation for 
the	 family,	 but	 particularly	
for	 the	man,”	 Schmitz	 said.	
“Chautauqua provided an 
attractive vacation option for 
the	post-World	War	I	family.”

Melchior
from page 1

Mosaica	 is	 an	 organiza-
tion founded by melchior 
in 2002 with elie Wiesel 
and Aviad HaCohen to pro-
mote	 conflict	 transforma-
tion through discourse and 
universal values. Though 
Mosaica	operates	on	the	Jew-
ish	 ideals	 of	 justice,	 mutual	
respect and reconciliation, 
they seek to work within the 
multicultural	 reality	 of	 the	
middle east. 

“While I, in general, believe 
that the world is going toward 
a better world, before we get 
there,	 there’s	 some	 difficult	
times,”	 Melchior	 said.	 “This	
can be a very, very harsh world 

which we’re going through 
today, when thousands and 
thousands of people are killed 
and raped and are put into 
refuge, and the world is just 
watching	and	doing	nothing.”	

The goal of mosaica is to 
gather religious leaders to 
speak out against this vio-
lence, melchior said.

“The question is, can we 
turn this around? Can we, 
meaning	 religious	 people,	
say	 enough	 is	 enough?”	 he	
said. “Together with leaders 
from	 other	 religious	 tradi-
tions	in	the	most	difficult	of	
circumstances,	 can	 we	 say	
we	will	not	accept	any	more	
killings?”
One	example	of	this	kind	

of	action	came	after	a	recent	
Jewish	 terrorist	 attack,	Mel-

chior said. While the attack 
drew	 widespread	 condem-
nation, a group of rabbis de-
cided	to	go	beyond	condem-
nation	to	organize	a	meeting	
outside	 the	 emergency	 unit	
where	 victims	 were	 being	
treated.

“We had a conversation 
together	—	a	very	tough	con-
versation	—	which	 included,	
of	 course,	 a	 total	 condemna-
tion and a tough conversation 
about	what	led	to	a	crime	like	
this,”	he	said.

These kinds of encounters 
are necessary to build the 
kind	 of	 “better	 world”	 Mel-
chior envisions.

“If there is to be a future, 
radical	believers	must	pull	to-
gether and show that there is 
a	different	way,”	he	said.	

Wright has written for the 
Washington Post, New York 
Times and Los Angeles Times. 
Additionally, her work has 
appeared in the New Yorker, 
Atlantic and Foreign Affairs 
magazines.	 She	 has	 earned	
fellowships	from	many	of	the	
most	prestigious	universities	
in	the	U.S.,	and	has	worked	at	
several	of	the	country’s	most	
prominent	think	tanks.	
Looking	broadly	at	Ameri-

can policy and options in the 
middle east, Wright said, 
“We	have	to	first	understand	
the scope of what is happen-
ing	there.”

For one thing, she said, 
two-thirds of the population 

from	Morocco	 to	 Iran	 is	 un-
der 30 years of age.

“They are discontented, 
but	may	 not	 have	 the	matu-
rity to devise practical alter-
natives	 to	 regimes	 they	 de-
spise,”	 she	 said.	 “People	 in	
the middle east, especially 
the	young,	have	 come	 to	 as-
sume	 a	 diversity	 of	 ideas.	
They	 can	 communicate	 dis-
sent.	 They	 can	 feel	 empow-
ered to go to the streets. But 
forces unleashed by the Arab 
Spring	are	new.	People	in	the	
region	may	 not	 really	 know	
yet	what	they	want.”
Some,	such	as	Nabulsi,	do.	
He founded the nebny 

Foundation four years ago. 
“Nebny”	 means	 “rebuild.”	
He said his foundation serves 
over 150,000 people and pur-
sues non-political goals at the 

grassroots level. 
“We tackle technical prob-

lems	 related	 to	 issues	 like	
education,”	he	said.

nabulsi has traveled 
throughout the middle east 
and	 says	 he	 has	maintained	
close ties with young people 
all around the region. 

“We are working for a 
better	 region,”	 he	 said.	 “We	
are trying our best to solve 
problems	on	the	ground,	qui-
etly, out of the public eye and 
away	from	the	media.”
Various	Egyptian	regimes	

had	attempted	 to	 shut	down	
his	 foundation	 four	different	
times	over	the	past	few	years,	
nabulsi said. 

“They all doubted our 
intentions,”	 he	 said.	 “They	
think we are looking for po-
litical power. We are not. Pub-
lic support has saved us each 
time.”	

The middle east is “in an 
awkward,	 awful	 transition”	
at	the	moment,	Wright	said.
“There	 is	 a	 confluence	 of	

contributing	 factors,”	 she	

said.	“Among	these	is	a	wide-
spread, fervent, popular de-
sire not to repeat the past in 
the	 region.	And,	 for	 the	first	
time,	 a	 majority	 of	 young	
people	is	literate	—	including	
girls.	Al	Jazeera	was	the	first	
broadcast network beyond 
state control. now, there is 
a wide proliferation of inde-
pendent	 satellites.	 So	 much	
more	 information	 is	 avail-
able	 now	 to	 so	 many	 more	
people.”

The middle east as we 
have	known	it	for	more	than	
a	 century	 may	 have	 ended,	
Wright said.
“The	 Arab	 Spring	 is	 fun-

damentally	 about	 the	 idea	
of	 empowerment,”	 she	 said.	
“People began to understand 
their	 rights;	 most	 did	 not	
grasp	 their	 concomitant	 re-
sponsibilities.”

With such a shift, Wright 
said it’s hard to see how 
countries	 such	 as	 Iraq,	 Syria	
and	 Libya	 —	 among	 others	
—	 “will	 be	 able	 to	 hold	 to-
gether.”	In	the	future,	the	U.S.	

will	have	 to	 closely	examine	
who it wants as allies in the 
region, she said.

And then there’s the Iran 
nuclear deal.
“Plain	and	simple,	 it’s	 the	

most	 important	 matter	 in	
the	 Middle	 East	 right	 now,”	
Wright said.
The	 Obama	 administra-

tion joined in negotiating that 
deal,	 and	 is	 now	 attempting	
to sell it to Congress and to 
the	 American	 public.	 Hav-
ing traveled to Tehran, Iran, 
several	times	in	the	past	few	
years, Wright wrote The New 
Yorker’s	July	27	cover	story	on	
the deal.

“This deal goes further 
than	any	arms	limitation	deal	
we	ever	did	with	the	USSR,”	
she said. “And we don’t give 
up	any	arms	in	this	deal	the	
way we always did in agree-
ments	with	the	Soviets.”
Discussing	 Iran’s	 motiva-

tions for negotiating the deal, 
Wright	said,	“Sanctions	such	
as those being levied against 
Iran do apply pressure. Usu-

ally, the target nation’s soci-
ety	 recognizes	 that,	 under	
sanctions,	 its	 economy	 is	 no	
longer	viable.”
That	 might	 have	 been	 a	

factor in the Iranian willing-
ness to negotiate the current 
deal, she said.
“The	U.S.	will	always	have	

an	 interest	 in	 making	 sure	
Iran is part of any regional 
solution, not a persistent 
problem,”	she	said.	“The	pro-
posed nuclear deal can begin 
this	process.”

Wright also sees the Iran 
nuclear deal as a potential 
template.	

“The six nations which 
negotiated with Iran held to-
gether to see the deal through 
to	 completion,”	 she	 said.	
Those	six	—	the	U.S.,	Russia,	
China, France, great Britain 
and	Germany	—	have	estab-
lished a precedent here. Per-
haps	they	can	come	together	
to deal with other regional 
issues,	too.”

wright
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have your voice heard
Chautauqua’s programming staff wants to hear what 

you think of the “into the Music” series introduced this 

year. to give your feedback, visit chqmusic.com and fill 

out a brief survey.

adventure
from page 1

“We talk about what’s 
going on on the stage, but 
there’s	 something	 going	 on	
as a group experience out in 
the	audience	that	I	find	fas-
cinating,”	she	said.
That	 communion	 be-

tween	 however	 many	 peo-
ple	 pack	 the	 Amp	 tonight,	
Upshaw said, is the truly 

valuable aspect of perfor-
mance.	As	a	singer,	she	said	
she	hopes	her	voice	is	some-
thing that everyone can con-
nect with, even if they have 
never	come	near	an	orches-
tra.
“It’s	 something	 that	 we	

all	have	in	common,	in	terms	
of	 our	 own	musical	 history	
and singing songs as chil-
dren,”	 she	 said.	 “That’s	 the	
greatest	 common	 denomi-
nator	 —	 the	 human	 voice	
and	using	it	in	music.”
And	if	someone	does	fall	

into	 that	 category	 of	 sym-

phony virgins, Upshaw said 
she	 urges	 everyone	 to	 em-
bark on an adventure to the 
Amp	and	into	the	music.

“To take adventures is 
one of the greatest gifts we 

have	in	life	—	remaining	in	
one place just sounds un-
fortunate,”	 she	 said.	 “Enjoy	
all the adventures that one 
could take, and hear new 
music.”



TO THE EDITOR:

Before this, I have never written a letter to the editor. I feel 
compelled to do so after the Aug. 10 lecture in the Amphi-
theater with Roger Cohen. I have been coming to Chautau-
qua for 30 years and have heard hundreds of lectures. Most 
of them are very good or even wonderful. However, Roger 
Cohen’s lecture was delivered in an eloquent and insightful 
manner. I was enthralled! And I learned so much that I did 
not know. (Incidentally, I didn’t nod off even once.) Please 
invite him back again and again.

Gloria Gould
17 Foster

TO THE EDITOR:

At the Aug. 7 discussion of the Amp decision, one home-
owner asked the question of what the negative consequences 
would be for home values if Chautauqua were to lose some 
part of its landmark designation. I am not a Chautauqua 
homeowner, but as an annual visitor I am extremely grate-
ful to the homeowners for their hospitality and I share their 
concern for keeping Chautauqua a thriving community. But 
I would suggest that homeowners ask themselves the ques-
tion of what would be the negative consequences for home 
values if Chautauqua fails to continue to attract new visitors. 
In attracting new visitors, it is vitally important to have the 
facilities that can support programming that will appeal to 
the next generation. Certainly we must be careful not to lose 
the charm of the Chautauquan way of life, but we must also 
think of the needs of the future and not just the present.

Steve Allen
New York City

TO THE EDITOR:

As the dialogue over the Amp’s future winds down with 
the 2015 season, I wanted to personally express my appre-
ciation to all Chautauquans, regardless of point of view, for 
becoming engaged. 

It’s clear how much we all want the best for Chautauqua. 
And we must not let that simple fact get lost during what 
has probably been the most controversial issue to ever con-
front our community. Along with several others, I have been 
actively concerned about the Amp’s future for the past four 
years, long before we created the Committee to Preserve the 
Historic Chautauqua Amphitheater and the “Save the Amp” 
campaign. But when it became clear that the Institution 
planned to demolish the Amp, we felt the need to commu-
nicate that to a broader audience so that all Chautauquans 
could make an informed decision when evaluating options.

As we’ve discovered, this dialogue has become truly na-
tional in scope, reflecting how deeply felt this issue is across 
the country. I, along with many others, both on and off the 
grounds, sincerely hope that there can be a pause in the pro-
cess so that Chautauquans can thoroughly evaluate all op-
tions, including a preservation approach to the Amp. 

It’s only in this way that a genuine Chautauquan consen-
sus can be achieved and a community united.

Brian J. Berg
19 Hurst

TO THE EDITOR:

The stairs at the Amphitheater are likely to be lethal not 
because they won’t be to code, not because of poor design, 
not because of poor construction, but rather because of the 
people using them.

While the administration is proud to be exceeding ADA 
guidelines in serving the truly disabled, they seem to be 
overlooking the main portion of their population — a group 
between the ages of 55 and 85, nowhere near really disabled, 
but nonetheless a group of people with diminishing abilities.

New people come to Chautauqua every week. Some of 
them haven’t dealt with a flight of stairs in years. They’ve 
retired to single-level dwellings or ones with elevators. They 
get in and out of cars, not on and off of buses or up and down 
stairs to the subway. Their strength to navigate a flight of 
stairs may not have been tested in a decade.

I know (at age 70) that my left knee is weak and some days 
prone to collapse going down stairs. I know that I need to 
keep the handrail on my right, my strong side, and if my 
knee begins to go, I need to lean back so that I will fall on 
my behind rather than headlong down the stairs. This takes 
self-knowledge, awareness and concentration. In the subway 
(and almost everywhere) I have the advantage of a continu-
ous handrail.

The Amp will not offer a continuous handrail, and there 
will be people on those stairs who have no idea what they 
can safely manage or what their body will do. Those people 
will be a danger to all in front of them who can go down 
like dominos if fallen into and pushed unexpectedly from 
behind.

The question isn’t whether the stairs in the Amp will be 
to code or well designed or properly constructed, but rather 
whether stairs (and their predictable consequences) are an 
appropriate choice for this market.

Jane A. Gross
26 Palestine

TO THE EDITOR:

The Amphitheater is the heart of the entire program at 
Chautauqua but it is a bit tired and not able to function as 
well as needed to function as the heart of the Chautauqua 
program. We all know that if the heart is not functioning as 
needed, the rest of the body suffers. For the sake of the en-
tire Chautauqua program as well as the ones actually tak-
ing place in the Amphitheater, the Amphitheater needs the 
modernization suggested by the administration. It was built 
in the 19th century and served well through most of the 20th 
century, but to serve as the heart of the Chautauqua program 
for the 21st century it must be updated. 

Our family has been coming to Chautauqua for a century or 
more and we have supported a variety of programs, including 
the applied ethics initiative and the School of Art’s ceramic stu-
dio. We want our future generations to have as dynamic a pro-
gram at Chautauqua as we have enjoyed for the past century.

David Lincoln
9 Whitfield

TO THE EDITOR:

Ten years ago powerful hearing receivers were installed 
at Chautauqua for people with profound hearing loss. They 
can be borrowed at Amphitheater, Hall of Philosophy, Nor-
ton Hall and Bratton Hall. I thank the Institution for adding 
to the number of receivers and also am grateful to Hearing 
Loss Association of America. HLAA is a support, advocacy, 
education and organization for people with hearing loss. Be-
longing to it gave me the knowledge to suggest a better hear-
ing system than what existed in 2005.

With my own eyes I saw a lady with a profound hearing 
loss requesting such a powerful listening receiver from an 
usher in the Hall of Philosophy last week. I was amazed to 
encounter another cochlear implant user actually using the 
super receivers. We talked but briefly. At the time I thought, 
“It (advocacy) finally works.”

Amphitheater staff told me of having distributed what they 
call “cochlear implant” receivers to other listeners this sea-
son. Just how these people discovered their existence is puz-
zling since they aren’t advertised or displayed anywhere. But 
I’ll testify that they work pretty well for people with severe-
profound hearing loss who are far too deaf for the hearing 
system offered for more moderately deafened Chautauquans.

Let’s hope if the Amphitheater is ever modernized that the 
hearing system is brought up to 21st-century standards so all 
Chautauquans can participate.

Janet McKenna
Rochester, N.Y.

TO THE EDITOR:

The best way to make the Amp reflect the spirit and tone 
of the 1893 Amp, would be to design the renovation or re-
placement so that no electronic devices could receive or send 
signals within the perimeter of the building. More than 
any architectural fiddling or design innovations, that single 
modification would restore an experience more consistent to 
that known to earlier generations of Chautauquans. It would 
also eliminate the need for increasingly elaborate and inef-
fective pleas at the outset of each use of the Amp to silence or 
turn off all such devices.

Richard Osborne
36 Center

TO THE EDITOR:

For over 30 years our family has been coming to Chau-
tauqua always with joy. This year hearing demands for Tom 
Becker’s resignation is disheartening. May our better angels 
keep us honorable. Let us cultivate compassion. This is Chau-
tauqua. Upregard!

The Rev. Robert Close
32 Paul Manor

Editor’s note: The above letter was mistakenly published over the 
incorrect signature in our Aug. 13 issue.
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The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. Letters 
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words and are subject to editing. Letters must include writer’s 
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R E L I G I O N

Interfaith News
COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE

COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Morning Worship

“Let’s just say it: This Scripture makes church 
folk look bad,” said the Rev. Anna Carter Flor-
ence at the 9:15 a.m. Monday morning worship 
service in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title 

was “Filling Stations,” and the text was Matthew 25:1-13, the 
Parable of the 10 Bridesmaids.

“Church folk look like people who only take care of 
themselves,” she said. “They hoard and stockpile and think 
that, if people are in need, it is their own darn fault. I asked 
an unchurched friend to read the passage with me, and he 
said, ‘This is in the Bible? That is not right.’ ” 

Florence tried to understand this passage by placing it 
with other passages from Matthew, using Scripture to inter-
pret Scripture. 

“This passage made mincemeat out of the Beatitudes,” 
she said. “I put it next to Matthew 6:19, ‘Do not store up 
for yourselves treasure on earth … but store up for your-
selves treasures in heaven,’ although, to get to heaven, you 
will need a large stockpile of oil on earth. Or Matthew 
6:25, ‘Don’t worry about what you will eat or what you 
will drink,’ worry about your oil and make sure you have 
enough for you. Or Matthew 7:7, ‘Seek and you will find, 
knock and it will be opened to you,’ unless you are late and 
the bridegroom answers the door. Or Matthew 7:12, ‘Do 
unto others as you would have them do unto you,’ in every-
thing except oil, which changes everything.” 

The congregation laughed.
The passage, she said, challenges most of the things we 

believe about God. If taking care of yourself was the main 
message of the Bible, then the feeding of the 5,000 would 
never have taken place. 

“It would have been the moral of the very prepared,” 
Florence said.

The passage, she said, resonates with her because she 
likes to be prepared, and she said when people are asked 
to preach at Chautauqua, they should come with a sermon 
ready. 

“I believe in savings accounts and life insurance,” she 
said. “This is why we get angry when things go horribly 
wrong. It looks like some did not do their homework: ‘If 
there was a plan, this disaster would never have hap-
pened.’ ”

Florence admitted she did not like the five “smarmy 
bridesmaids, but I might vote for them.” She asked if the 
five wise bridesmaids had oil at home — were they nor-
mally geneous, but this was the last of their oil? Did the 
five foolish bridesmaids forget to go to the store, or did they 
have barrels of oil at home and just forgot to bring some?

“It is not about how much oil you have, but how much 
you carry with you,” she said. “The five wise bridesmaids 
brought flasks to keep their lamps going. The five foolish 
ones did not. It won’t do you any good to have oil at home. 
What kind of oil to we carry with us? This is not a commod-
ity that we buy and sell.”

At Columbia Seminary, Florence and her colleagues give 
a lecture to students on the spiritual life of a preacher. They 
use a lamp as a visual aid to show that a preacher is a light 
for others. They light the lamp, but it is rigged with only a 
lit bit of oil and it goes out quickly. 

“When the oil runs out, you run out, we tell them,” she 
said. “A person without oil cannot be a light to the world. 
What fills you up spiritually? Where do you find God? How 
do you make sure that you get enough oil?”

Florence said everyone will run dry, and she reminded 
the congregation of the emergency instructions on an air-
plane: In the event oxygen is needed, put your own mask on 
first and then help those around you. 

As a mother, wife, teacher, writer and conference lectur-
er, Florence said she knows what it means to run out of oil, 
referencing her personal experiences with her family. 

“Some fuel is not negotiable,” she said. “You cannot bor-
row it from someone else. Teenagers can borrow homework, 
but they cannot borrow the hours the other person put in 
studying for the test. We need reserves that no one else can 
build up for us. Your passion for God, what fills you up 
spiritually, you carry with you every second of every day.”

Individuals will run out, Florence said, and time will run 
out, and the time will come to draw on the oil that one has. 
It will come from what fuels you spiritually and how you 
see God today, she told the congregation.

How do you keep that fuel going? From Matthew 25, “I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink.” 

“That is where you will find Jesus — where you will be 
filled,” she said.

Some people use this passage to scare people into being 
afraid they will be locked out of the Kingdom, Florence 
said.

“They are missing the point,” she said. “We fill our 
flask and take it with us because we can’t wait to meet the 
bridegroom. We take it out of joy — the desire to meet Jesus 
when he comes. Which he will. Which he will.”

The Rev. Robert M. Franklin Jr., director of the Department of 
Religion, presided. The Rev. Bruce Archibald, a retired Presby-
terian minister and president of the Presbyterian House board of 
trustees, read the Scripture. Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship 
coordinator, directed the Motet Choir. The choir sang “A City 
Called Heaven” by Dwight Bigler. The Dr. William N. Jackson 
Religious Initiative Fund and the John William Tyrell Endowment 
for Religion provide support for this week’s services. 

To be the light of the world, you have to carry spiritual fuel 

Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults

APYA hosts a Porch Chat 
with Rabbi Michael Melchior 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday on the 
porch of the Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall. All 
young adults are welcome to 
attend.

Baptist House

Students from the string 
section of the Pittsburgh 
Youth Orchestra who are at-
tending Chautauqua Music 
Camp provide entertain-
ment at the 3:15 p.m. social 
hour today in Baptist House. 
Members of First Baptist 
Church, Cambridge Springs, 
Pennsylvania, bring refresh-
ments.

Blessing and Healing Daily 
Service

Daily Service sponsored 
by the Department of Reli-
gion, the Service of Blessing 
and Healing, takes place at 
10:15 a.m. every weekday in 
the Randell Chapel of the 
United Church of Christ 
headquarters.

Chabad Lubavitch

Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin 
leads a discussion of Every-
day Ethics from 9:15 to 10:15 
a.m. today in the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall.

Vilenkin leads a discus-
sion of the Art of Prayer from 
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Wednesday 
in the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall

Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Holy Eucharist is celebrat-
ed at 7:45 a.m. weekdays in 
the Chapel. 

Chautauqua Catholic  
Community

Daily Mass is at 8:45 a.m. 
and 12:10 p.m. weekdays in 
the Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd.

The social hour is at 3:15 
p.m. today in the Catholic 
House.

Chautauqua Dialogues

Chautauqua Dialogues 
provides an opportunity for 
Chautauquans to partici-
pate in small-group discus-
sions based on the Interfaith 
Lectures. The groups meet 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Friday at 
various venues. Sign-ups to 
participate in one of these 
facilitated group discussions 
are immediately before or 
after the lecture Tuesdays 
through Thursdays in the 
Hall of Philosophy. Group 
size is limited. This activity 
is sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Religion.

Christian Science House

The social hour is at 3 p.m. 
today on the porch.

The Wednesday Evening 
Testimony Meeting is at 7 
p.m. in the chapel. Reading of 
selections from the Bible and 
Christian Science textbook 
is followed by members of 
the congregation sharing ex-
amples of ways the study of 

Christian Science has helped 
them in their everyday lives.

All are welcome to use our 
study room 24/7 to study this 
week’s Bible lesson, “Mind,” 
and to read our current and 
archived copies of Christian 
Science periodicals and use 
our computer-based church 
resources.

Disciples of Christ

Karen Smith and Gaye 
Holman, members of a 
Re-entry Committee from 
Beargrass Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, present “The 
Beargrass Re-Entry Project” 
at the 3:15 p.m. social hour 
today at the Disciples of 
Christ Headquarters House. 
They discuss the challenges 
facing ex-offenders as they 
attempt to rejoin society af-
ter lengthy prison sentences. 
Friends from the East Auro-
ra Christian Church (DOC), 
East Aurora, New York, led 
by Debbie Kampf host the 
social hour.

ECOC

The ECOC serves cookies 
and lemonade at 3:15 p.m. 
today in front of the Shaw 
House at 25 Roberts. Come 
and sit under the trees in 
front of the ECOC’s historic 
buildings and learn more 
about our low cost accom-
modations.

Episcopal Cottage

Meet the Rev. A. Theo-
dore Eastman at the 3:15 p.m. 
social hour today hosted by 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 

Westfield, New York. 
Eastman leads a Bible 

study at 8:30 a.m. Wednes-
day on the porch of the cot-
tage.

Everett Jewish Life Center

Michael Bard leads a dis-
cussion of “Truth about Isra-
el and the American College 
Campuses” at a Brown Bag 
from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. today 
in the EJLCC.   

Join Rabbi Michael Mel-
chior in Conversation at the 
Brown Bag from 12:15 to 
1:15 p.m. Wednesday in the 
EJLCC.

The Jewish Film Series 
screens a repeat of Sunday’s 
film at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday 
in the EJLCC.

Hebrew Congregation

The Hebrew Congrega-
tion sponsors a program of 
conversations and refresh-
ments from 3:15 to 4:15 p.m. 
today at the Everett Jewish 
Life Center. Myrna Golden-
berg, professor emerita at 
Montgomery College, leads a 
discussion of “Women in the 
Holocaust.”

Lutheran House

Janet Enders, from Pitts-
burgh, discusses the his-
tory of the house at the 3:15 
p.m. social hour today at the 
Lutheran House. Members 
of First Lutheran Church, 
Jamestown, New York serve 
Lutheran punch and birth-
day cake with ice cream. We 
are celebrating our 125th 
year on the grounds and 90 
years at our location. We are 

celebrating our 125th year on 
the grounds and 90 years at 
our location.

Metropolitan Community 
Church

The Brown Bag is at noon 
today in the Garden Room of 
the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall.

The MCC Vespers is 7 p.m. 
Wednesday in the UCC Cha-
pel across from the Amphi-
theater. This Quieter Moment 
is a brief, age-old service at 
dusk, to calm the mind, cool 
the body and collect blessing 
and peace. Come meet other 
LGBT Chautauquans.

Mystic Heart Community  
Meditation

Michael O’Sullivan, Zen 
Buddhist teacher, leads 
morning guided meditation 
sessions from 7:15 to 8 a.m. 
weekdays at the Main Gate 
Welcome Center conference 
room. Bring your gate pass. 
The Mystic Heart Commu-
nity encourages people of all 
traditions to sit together in 
meditation, so as to increase 
awareness, kindness and 
compassion.

O’Sullivan leads a medi-
tation seminar,  “Birth and 
Death: Do They Really Ex-
ist?” from 12:30 to 1:55 p.m. 
today at the Hall of Missions. 
Anyone with any level of ex-
perience can attend any or 
all sessions.

Presbyterian House

Presbyterian House wel-
comes Chautauquans to our 
porch for coffee, hot choco-
late and lemonade each 
day following the weekday 
morning worship and pre-
ceding the morning lecture.

Unitarian Universalist

All are welcome to the tea 
from 3:15 to 4:15 p.m. today 
at the Unitarian Universal-
ist house. Join us for light 
refreshments and lively dia-
logue.

United Church of Christ

All are invited to the Unit-
ed Church of Christ Society’s 

weekly social hour at 3:15 
p.m. today at the UCC head-
quarters. Refreshments are 
served to guests who gather 
for informal conversation, 
followed at 3:50 p.m. by a 
time of conversation with 
the Rev. Drew Willard.

United Methodist

All are welcome to stop by 
our porch for coffee between 
morning worship and the 
10:45 a.m. lecture.

Our chaplain’s chat is at 
noon today on the porch of 
the United Methodist House.  
The Rev. David Harris leads 
the discussion on “Circles: 
an Adventure is Mutual 
Learning and Caring.”

Members of Grand Island 
United Methodist Church, 
Grand Island, New York host 
the 3:15 p.m. social hour to-
day on the porch.

The Rev. Carmen Perry, 
pastor of Hurlbut Memorial 
Community United Meth-
odist Church, leads a Bible 
study on conversations on 
The Letters to the Ephesians.

Unity of Chautauqua

Unity holds a weekday 
morning Daily Word medita-
tion from 8 to 8:30 a.m. week-
days in the Hall of Missions.

The Rev. Gene Lynch 
presents a Positive Path for 
Spiritual Living lecture ti-
tled “The Face of the Enemy” 
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday in 
the Welcome Center meeting 
room. Residents need their 
gate passes

Women in Ministry

Women in Ministry meets 
at noon Wednesday in the 
Hall of Missions.

STAY IN TOUCH
Not receiving the 
Chautauquan and other 
off-season publications? 
Update your winter 
address at the information 
desk in the Colonnade 
lobby or e-mail 
ticketoffice@ciweb.org.

 » on the grounds
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Husain Haqqani and Dav-
eed Gartenstein-ross said 
the person who “solves” the 
Middle east situation would 
be very rich, but both men 
did their best to simply relate 
the troubling circumstances 
of the world hotspot to the 
chautauqua audience. 

Haqqani, who served as 
Pakistan’s ambassador to 
the u.S. from 2008 until 2011, 
and Gartenstein-ross, coun-
ter-terrorism expert and se-
nior fellow at the Foundation 
for the Defense of Democra-
cies, took the Amphitheater 
stage Monday morning to 
begin the week’s discussion 
on “The Middle east Now 
and Next.” 

Haqqani, a repeat visitor 
to chautauqua, has much 
affection for the U.S., but 
he said two of the country’s 
weaknesses are in history 
and patience. Both factors 
contribute to the ongoing 
trouble of understanding 
and handling Middle east-
ern affairs. Born in Pakistan, 
he originally came to the u.S. 
as a journalist for the State 
Department in 1985. 

The speakers’ goal was to 
set the stage for the week, 
which would examine Mid-
dle eastern countries at 
length, Haqqani said. 

“I would say that the most 
important characteristic of 
that region today is that, es-
sentially, the states and the 
countries that we all know 
about are all or mostly con-
trived by outsiders,” Haqqa-
ni said. 

According to both men, 
many of the problems that 
plague the Middle east can 
be continually traced back 
to the colonialism of the 19th 
and 20th centuries. Borders 
were drawn with no care or 
thought given to the indig-
enous peoples’ identities or 
cultures. For example, Syria 
was a country that was de-
fined by a bargaining agree-
ment between the united 
Kingdom and France in 1919 
after World War I. 

After the dissolution of 
the Ottoman empire follow-
ing World War I, its allies in 
Austria-Hungary became 
nation-states based on ethnic 
and cultural norms, while its 
own seat of power became 
Turkey. However, the Middle 
east was still apportioned 
and governed by arbitrarily 
drawn borders, Haqqani 
said. 

This is how the Sunni mi-
nority rose to power over a 
Shiite majority in what be-
came Iraq. A similar situation 
happened in Syria when the 
French militarized an ethnic 
minority that later used the 
training to take control. It is 

also why Pakistan is usually 
thought of in relation to the 
Middle east, despite it hav-
ing more in common with 
India. 

“I dwell on this because 
a lot of what is happening 
in the Middle east is about 
identity,” Haqqani said. 
“It’s about nation formation. 
Many of these states ended 
up having authoritarian 
governments, usually of the 
powerful minorities [that 
were backed by colonial-
ists].” 

Haqqani compared these 
countries’ origins to Ameri-
ca’s. The u.S. began as a ho-
mogenous nation of white 
— primarily christian — 
european immigrants, and 
its laws written by landown-
ing men. A nation is a shared 
ideology that binds together 
otherwise distinct groups, 
he said. However, radical 
ideologies have taken hold of 
the Middle east. 

The contrived structure in 
some cases forced upon the 
populace is coming apart, 
Gartenstein-ross said. In 
places of identity crisis, such 
as Iraq and Syria but extend-
ing into Muslim communi-
ties globally, there are rises 
of extremist organizations 
such as the Islamic State 
group and al-Qaida. 

According to Gartenstein-
Ross, what differentiates the 
Islamic State group and al-
Qaida is their grasp of the 
Internet and social media. 
While these tools have been 
used for good, such as in 
the Arab Spring of 2011 that 
swept through countries like 
Tunisia, egypt and Syria, 

they are also being used by 
radical extremists with ill in-
tentions. 

“The story of ISIS’ rise re-
ally comes from [America’s] 
expectations over the years 
being flouted and turned up-
side down,” he said. 

Both men reiterated this is 
an ideological conflict with 
the immediacy of the infor-
mation age in which fringe 
ideas spread faster and deep-
er than before. In broadest 
terms, Gartenstein-ross said 
the Islamic State group is to 
al-Qaida what Netflix was to 
Blockbuster.  

“So if you’re a jihadist in 
chautauqua in 1980, you 
might never come across 
someone who shares your 
beliefs,” Gartenstein-ross 
said. “Today, if you live in 
chautauqua and are a jihad-
ist, you can be in touch right 
away with fighters in ISIS.”

In an area where borders 
and nation-states are fluid, 
alternative forms of political 
organizing have taken root. 
It is this new form of statism 
that enables the Islamic State 
group, which Gartenstein-
ross describes as “brutal a 
form of Islamist law as you 
can possibly imagine,” to 
hold territory the size of the 
u.K. 

Haqqani said the u.S. has 
made four incorrect assump-
tions about the Middle east 
that are emblematic of its 
larger misunderstandings. 
First, he said an outsider 
determining the fates of the 
people there doesn’t work, 
and inorganic cultural ideas 
do not transfer well. He also 
said assuming a Western 

idea will fit at all is a mistake 
— as is collapsing a system 
and expecting democracy to 
spring up in response. 

The problems of the re-
gion go deeper than the 
worst extremist groups. If 
the Islamic State group were 
to somehow disappear from 
Iraq tomorrow, there would 
still be Sunni resentment 
and many other ethnic and 
cultural problems to work 
out, Gartenstein-ross said. 
But a consequence of such 
an openly genocidal radi-
cal group means al-Qaida, 
Hamas and Hezbollah have 
been “rebranded” as more 
moderate, he said. 

“There’s essentially go-
ing to be this great battle of 
ideas, and it’s not going to 
be consigned to the region,” 
Gartenstein-ross said. “It’s 
going to be occurring on a 
global scale as it already is — 
as you can see from spillover 
like the attack in chattanoo-
ga and the Charlie Hebdo at-
tack in January.”

As for what is ahead, Gar-
tenstein-ross predicts a rev-
olution within two or three 
years. Both warned against 
another American weak-
ness: over-optimism. 

A strategy to deal with 
radicalism and jihadism 
could look like the contain-
ment strategy the u.S. used 
during the cold War, Haqqa-
ni said. 

“You have to accept and 

understand that the region 
has governments that lack 
legitimacy, and they’re ones 
that do not deliver any ser-
vices for the people,” he said. 
“Organizations like Hamas 
and Hezbollah gain a lot of 
respectability by providing 
services to poor people.”

That is why organizations 
such as Hamas, Hezbollah 
and al-Qaida gain a foothold 
in regions, Haqqani said. re-
moving extremist organiza-
tions will be a multi-fronted 
and generational effort. 

But both men agreed 
the key is to find new “sub-
states” on a local level and 
build from there. The mis-
sion is to find local, indig-
enous ideas that can flourish 
on their own. 

However, Gartenstein-
ross expects the Middle east 
to be “a mess” for the fore-
seeable future. 

“I look at this in terms 
of how these trends inter-
sect with what’s happen-
ing in the broader world,” 
he said. “It’s getting harder 
for Westphalian states to 
govern, to wield power, for 
reasons of debt, economies 
in shambles, ecological chal-
lenges, resource scarcities. 
All of these things are mak-
ing it harder to be a state, in 
addition to the advances in 
technology that have funda-
mentally changed economic 
marketspace and the space 
for political organization.”

Haqqani, Gartenstein-Ross relate past 
and future paths of the Middle East

Ruby Wallau | Staff Photographer

At left, Husain Haqqani, former Pakastani ambassador to the United States, converses with Daveed Gartenstein-Ross, at right, senior fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, about problems facing 
Pakistan and the Middle East during the Monday morning lecture in the Amphitheater.

I dwell on this 
because a lot of what 
is happening in the 
Middle East is about 
identity.”

— Husain Haqqani
Former Pakistan’s ambassador 

to the United States
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My favorite moments in 
music performance are 
those when, as a member 
of the audience, I am able 

to make a connection to something 
personal — something musical that 
relates to something extra-musical, 
extending a memory or experience 
into the present space. Because I want 
music to be meaningful, it doesn’t 
take much — I am looking and listen-
ing for the connection.

On saturday night, Chautauqua 
Institution mounted its final perfor-
mance of Carmina Burana, forgetting 
to leave room for anything I or any 
other attendee brought to the table.

Carl Orff’s work is spectacular, 
requiring several large ensembles, 
soloists and a children’s choir, all of 
whom performed admirably. And 
certainly, Carmina was intended to 
be a theater piece, so no grudge ex-
ists against the inclusion of a balletic 
element — many productions of this 
work include one. These forces are 
enough to overwhelm any audience, 
but Chautauqua’s inter-arts produc-
tion also included projections on the 
ceiling and “enhancements” to Orff’s 
music in the form of nine additional 
pieces presented by a merry early-
music ensemble. A problem emerges 
when spectacle is overdone, obscur-
ing the glory of individual elements. 

Projections have become a popular 
way to present the visual on stage — 
they are less expensive than building 
sets, and the digital medium titillates 

a certain faction here in the 21st cen-
tury. I was amused by Bosch’s “The 
Garden of earthly Delights,” project-
ed before the performance, and saw 
many appropriate parallels between 
its subject matter and Carmina. Clev-
er, I thought. But the projected spin-
ning wheel of fortune 
laid over some epic 
clouds during “O 
Fortuna” showed me 
I was not going to be 
trusted to think or 
draw conclusions, but 
was instead going to 
be spoon-fed literal 
and obvious imagery. 
In the springtime sec-
tion, we saw ice melt 
and spring flowers 
bloom as the dancers 
flirted on stage; if the rights weren’t 
so expensive, they could have used 
the twitterpated scene from Disney’s 
“Bambi” for a similar effect. No sub-
tlety here. Not only were the projec-
tions not needed with so many visual 
stimuli already in play, they were pa-
tronizing in subject matter and ama-
teur in their rendering. 

Lest you think I am all gripes and 
grumbles, let me sing the praises 
of the musicians: the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra is a truly fine 
ensemble, and I was delighted to 
hear its fantastic brass fanfare in 
“Were Diu Werlt Alle Min.” soprano 
Leah Wietig’s voice floated through 
flowery runs, both full and fresh — 

she was particularly well cast, as 
was Philip Cutlip, whose baritone 
was the right amount of dramatic 
and dignified. The choral ensem-
ble sang well, though diction was 
not always as clear as it could have 
been. There were several moments 

when things weren’t 
quite together, most 
notably between the 
organ and early-
music ensemble. The 
score itself is full of 
lush moments, and 
the combined forces 
ultimately did them 
great justice, if you 
were able to focus. 

Jean-Pierre Bon-
nefoux’s choreogra-
phy suffered from 

the same problems of obviousness 
as the projections — in the piece 
from the Abbot’s perspective, the 
dancer crossed himself about a doz-
en times; as the singers bemoaned 
the wounds of Fortune, the garish 
grim reaper made an appearance; 
in the tavern section, two barmaids 
were groped and humped and, in 
a surprising moment, one of the 
debaucherous fellows furiously 
rubbed his face back and forth be-
tween the woman’s breasts. 

The early-music ensemble inserted 
nine pieces between the movements, 
focusing on the style that inspired 
Orff. They deserve credit for commu-
nicating the humor and levity of the 

piece, which often isn’t fully acknowl-
edged, but went overboard and made 
it cheesy, as well as interrupting any 
organicism Carmina has. 

A woman sitting behind me 
asked her friend about the param-
eters of the show several times — 
she couldn’t understand what the 
unifying factor was, and eventu-
ally concluded that it was a variety 
show. It was clear that most adored 
the performance, despite (or per-
haps because of) its resemblance 
to a Lawrence Welk show, and I 
am truly delighted they did. But of 
course, Carmina does have a unify-
ing factor — it was just obscured 
by an intention to innovate (and 
perhaps a lack of clear explanation 
in the reading material) that ended 
in sensory overload and confusion 
from having gone too far. This man-
neristic approach to spectacle made 
it difficult to focus on excellent mu-
sic and worthwhile performances.
  Leah Harrison is a writer and editor 
specializing in the arts. She has writ-
ten for The New York Philharmonic, 
symphony magazine, The Charlotte 
Observer and The Post and Cou-
rier. She is currently Spoleto Festival 
USA’s institutional writer and holds a 
master’s degree in historical musicol-
ogy from The Florida State University 
and a second master’s in arts journal-
ism from Syracuse University. Leah 
was The Chautauquan Daily’s opera 
reporter in 2012.

Leah harrison | Guest Critic

‘Carmina’ aims high, overloads senses

CTC Alum KeTCh reTurns To Tell rosenberg’s sTory

A problem emerges 
when spectacle is 
overdone, obscuring 
the glory of individual 
elements.”

JOSHUA BOUCHER | Staff Photographer

At left, members of the Charlotte Ballet perform during “O Fortuna,” the opening number of Carmina Burana, Saturday in the Amphitheater. At right, Charlotte Ballet’s Josh 
Hall and Chautauqua Dance students dance to “Fortune Plango Vulnera — I Bemoan the Wounds of Fortune.”

EllA BROmBlin | Provided Photo

Megan Ketch as Ethel Rosenberg in NYU Graduate Acting Program’s 2009 production 
of Angels in America Part One: Perestroika by Tony Kushner, directed by Janet Zarish.

REVIEW

ishani chatterji
Staff Writer

On June 19, 1953, a couple was 
executed at the sing sing Prison in 
Ossining, New York. The two were 
charged with conspiring against the 
United states and passing atomic se-
crets to the soviets.  

Julius and ethel rosenberg were 
the first two people executed for es-
pionage during peacetime. 

Their case remains controversial to 
this day, in part because there’s was a 
slight possibility of ethel’s innocence.

Last week, on Aug. 10, the New York 
Times op-ed section published a letter 
from Michael and robert Meeropol, 
Julius’ and ethel’s sons, asking the 
government to “formally exonerate” 
their mother with respect to the re-
cent testimony of their uncle, David 
Greenglass.

At 7 p.m. tonight in Bratton The-
ater, Chautauqua Theater Company 
alum Megan Ketch will present Sing 
Sing, a one-woman show about ethel 
rosenberg, as part of the Chau-talk-
One series. Ketch was a part of the 
conservatory in 2010, and played 
Lady Macbeth in CTC’s Macbeth.

While the rosenbergs’ case is one 
of the most notorious in the history 
of the Cold War, Ketch was not inter-
ested in performing the “Wikipedia 
page on ethel’s life,” she said. 

“Those accounts exist, and they are 
easily accessible,” Ketch said. “I want 
to complicate the perception of her, 
of her character, of the women, of her 
heart, of her nature, of her internal 
life through her last days.”

Ketch first performed this piece 
during her second year at the Tisch 
School of the Arts at New York Uni-
versity, where she was a part of the 
2011 graduating class. she played 
ethel in Perestroika, the second part of 

Angels in America, during her second 
year.

“That experience of playing ethel 
was so transformative for me as an 
actor, that I decided to keep look-
ing into her and keep studying her,” 
Ketch said. 

At the end of her third year, Ketch 
and her classmates were given a 
chance to develop their own work 
through the Freeplay Festival. Ketch 
presented a two-part piece with Todd 
Bartels, who played Julius rosenberg. 
The piece was directed by David 
Chapman.

“Vivienne [Benesch, CTC artis-
tic director] saw the show, was in-
credibly encouraging and said this 
character was fascinating on me and 
[suggested] we do it as a one-woman 
show,” Ketch said. “At that point, I 
wasn’t sure if it would be possible to 

tell her story without Julius because 
part of what draws me to the material 
is their incredible emotion and love.”

Ketch began to develop the piece 
and, during her research, came across 
a collection of letters compiled by the 
rosenbergs’ sons: The Rosenberg Let-
ters: A Complete Edition of the Prison 
Correspondence of Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg.

“The book published the entire 
correspondence between ethel and 
Julius while they were incarcerated 
during their last days of their life,” 
Ketch said. “You cannot even believe 
the poetry in those letters. They were 
so sensual and moving and heart 
breaking. That spurred me on to read 
the transcripts from the trial and 
try to understand why, collectively, 
American history remembers [ethel] 
as such an evil, brooding, villainous 

character. In fact, from her own ac-
count, I find her to be an incredibly 
warm, nurturing, motherly, open, 
normal relatable human being.”

In a letter dated Nov. 1, 1951, Eth-
el wrote to Julius: “sweetheart dear, 
how very much I love you and want 
you at my side; and with how much 
longing do I recall the happy life we 
led and all the problems of parent-
hood we were so eagerly in the pro-
cess of solving! The healthy growth 
and development of the children of-
ten gave us cause for grave concern, 
but they were also a source of so 
much genuine enjoyment and plea-
sure, that no difficulty was too great 
to dampen our enthusiasm and pride 
in them.”

Ketch’s piece takes place in ethel’s 
cell on June 10, 1953. 

“This is really a day in her life in 
which she remembers her life outside 
of prison,” she said.

Ketch also discovered ethel was a 
very talented singer and, many times, 
through the accounts mentioned 
in her correspondence with Julius, 
Ketch said Julius could hear her sing 
to her inmates. 

“That’s why the piece is called Sing 
Sing — because the prison is called 
sing sing and the piece has a lot of 
singing,” Ketch said.

From the time Ketch first discov-
ered ethel, each day has been a “se-
ries of experiments to try and capture 
her voice and body.” 

“I hope the audience feels compas-
sion for her and they reflect on how, 
as Americans, we forge identities. I 
will feel like my intentions for mak-
ing the piece will be realized if people 
[gain a] broader and deeper view on 
her character,” Ketch said. “You will 
know, watching the piece, that I be-
lieve she was innocent.”
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BOATS FOR SALE
FISHING BOAT 15 FT. fiberglass 
9.9 hp outboard electric start, 
trolling motor trailer included 
716-357-3035

FOR SALE
OVERLOOK SOUTH END FOR 
SALE BY OWNER: 2BR 2BA, 
parking on bus and tram route, 
furnished,  open house Tuesday 
1-4, $325,000, 716-689-0707 or 
357-5112
I ZIP ELECTRIC BIKE, mODEL 
E3VIBE. Used 1 season, $1,000 
new. Now $749 call 217-415-
4047
2011 PRIDE VIC 10 4 wheel 
scooter w/ rear basket, cup hold-
er, mirror. Used 9 weeks yearly 
like new. $1,500 561-926-2789, 
St.Elmo apt.204

FOR RENT
AVAILABLE REmAINDER OF 
SEASON.  Rooms with kitchen/
porches.  Weekly/ Nightly.  Near 
Amp.  “The Ashland”  10 Vincent.  
716-570-1025.  chautauquagu-
esthouse.com

FOR RENT 
OFF SEASON RENTAL.  Lovely, 
modern Circa 1990, 2 bd, 2bd, 
centrally located 4 houses from 
lake.  Open floor plan 2nd floor 
apt with porch, new great mat-
tresses, GARAGE included.  
Cable and wifi.  Comfortable and 
even hot water heat, W/D.  Sorry 
no pets.  $650 including utilities/
month.  309-287-2367.
4 BEDROOm HOUSE near lake 
in Bemus Point, fully furnished, 
W/D, A/C, bbq grill, on site park-
ing, 15 minutes to Chautauqua, 
$1,000 per wk. 716-969-9043
OFF SEASON RENTAL 3 
BEDROOm HOUSE in Bemus 
Point from Sept to June $1100 
per month plus utilities. Bemus 
Point schools near snow mobile 
trails.716-969-9043.

INSTRUCTION
IF YOU HAD A STROKE THAT 
LEFT YOU WITH LImITED 
mOVEmENT OF THE UPPER 
LImBS AND HANDS, HELP IS 
ON THE WAY!  Brand new infor-
mation will be taught how to get 
better in a short time.  Tasso 
S p a n o s  C o u r s e  # 1 3 0 8 .  
Wednesday August 26.  Info 412-
977-1896

SERVICES
RECORD YOUR HISTORY.  
Gather your family while at 
Chautauqua.  45 minute ses-
sions available.  Limited time 
slots.  For questions and avail-
ability contact Cohen Recording 
Studio,  lower  leve l ,  Smi th 
Memorial Library,  cohenstu-
dio@ciweb.org.

2016 Season
WEEK 9, ALBION A LUxURY 
CONDO .   5 South Terrace.  
2bdrm, 2 bath, central A/C, all 
appliances, W/D, porch overlook-
ing Miller Park. 716-357-5813 or 
434-509-4559 victoriasallen@
gmail.com.  $2200/week.
CENTRAL LOCATION- 3 ROOT 
AVE.  First floor modern 3 BR 
Condo.  2 BA, W/D, A/C, Wifi, 
Dishwasher, large wraparound 
front porch facing green area 
near Norton Hall.  No Pets.  
$2,975 per week, min. 2 weeks.  
Weeks 8,9.  757-345-3984.  
amluchsinger@cox.net
CIRCA 1982, FIRST FLOOR 
APARTmENT CORNER OF 
WAUGH & PALENSTINE right on 
the bus and tram route.  Two (2) 
blocks to the Amphitheater and 
Bestor Plaza.  Private porch, 
queen Murphy bed, bath with tub/
shower combo, kitchen, living/din-
ing area with couch and chair, din-
ing table and chairs.  WIFI, flat 
screen TV with cable.  Air condi-
tioned, shared laundry & storage.  
Visit reservations.ciweb.org for 
pictures and availability.  Abbe 
Nameche.   615-429-8501.  
abbenameche@gmail.com
CONDOS,APT UNIT, EFFICIEN-
CY ROOmS.  Great porches.  
“The Vera” 25 South Terrance.  
Footsteps to Amp.  716-570-1025.  
chautauquaguesthouse.com
NEW CONDO, 2BR/2 BATH, 
first floor, spacious and bright 
kitchen, large porch, WIFI/cable, 
central A/C, W/D, patio with grill, 
driveway parking space.  Great 
location: 46 Peck.  $2,500/wk.  
814-440-8781.
RENTAL 2016, WEEKS 7-9, 28 
WHITTIER AVE, 4B/3B, sleeps 8, 
fireplace, W/D, HVAC, gas grill, 
two-car parking, large porch/
deck. Call Barb Wirth for details: 
404-312-3664
18 CENTER.  2nd floor studio w/
porch. Pet-friendly. Sleeps one. 
Near Bestor Plaza & Amp. On tram 
route. Living/dining/kitchen/ full 
bath. AC, ceiling fan,wifi,cable TV. 
W/D access. No smoking. Available 
weeks 1,2,3,4,8. $750/week.  303-
915-4156 or red1184@aol.com
83 PRATT a charming guest 
house for the 2016 season or 
weekly. Sleeps two, Newly 
remodeled, park-like setting, 
patio, on-site parking, on tram & 
bus route. W/D, A/C, cable, wire-
less internet, D/W, pet friendly. 
Season/Part-Season 954-348-
4344 bh@cpt-florida.com

2016 Season

The Margaret Miller New-
man fund for the chautauqua 
symphony Orchestra provides 
funding for tonight’s perfor-
mance by the csO under con-
ductor Rossen Milanov and 
soprano dawn Upshaw.  

Newman, who died in 1981 
at the age of 93, was a grand-
daughter of chautauqua co-
founder lewis Miller. she 

served as historian of smith 
Memorial library at chau-
tauqua and was prominent 
in historical and preservation 
societies at chautauqua and 
in western New York. she was 
a member of the chautauqua 
county Historical society, the 
chautauqua foundation and 
the chautauqua literary and 
Scientific Circle. She was ac-

tive in the chautauqua Wom-
en’s club, the Association of 
American University Women 
Reading Group, the Mayville 
Tuesday club and the May-
ville Grange. in her earlier 
years, Newman conducted an 
interior decorating business in 
cleveland. Two years prior to 
her death, Newman was hon-
ored at a dinner held to recog-

nize members of the charles 
edison fund board.

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility of 
establishing an endowed lecture-
ship or supporting another as-
pect of Chautauqua’s program, 
please contact Dustin Nelson, 
director of gift planning, at 716-
357-6409 or email him at dnel-
son@ciweb.org.

The eleanor fund lec-
tureship endowment sup-
ports today’s 10:45 a.m. lec-
ture featuring Robin Wright 
and Jawad Nabulsi.

The eleanor fund lec-
tureship endowment was 
established in 2014 by cathy 
Bonner to honor her three fa-
vorite eleanors — her moth-
er, her grandmother and el-
eanor Roosevelt. 

A graduate of the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin, Bonner 
has been an entrepreneur for 
40 years, building and selling 

five businesses. For a decade 
her marketing firm launched 
14 state-supported college sav-
ings and prepaid tuition pro-
grams with a combined finan-
cial value of over $30 billion.

Between 1991 and 1994, she 
served as director of the Texas 
department of commerce 
and in the cabinet of Gov. Ann 
Richards. she helped Texas 
create more jobs than any oth-
er state in the nation for four 
consecutive years and was 
responsible for the agency’s 
$500 million biennial budget, 

all workforce training, the 
state’s tourism program, four 
foreign trade offices, and all 
business development and 
corporate re-location efforts.  

More recently, Bonner was 
the ceO, then chairman of the 
board of directors for service 
King collision Repair cen-
ters. she is a business leader 
recognized for her vision and 
accomplishments.  in 2001, 
fortune Magazine named 
Bonner as one of the 25 most 
influential women entrepre-
neurs in America, saying she 

was “smart and funny and as 
interested in making a differ-
ence as in making money.”

Bonner came to chautau-
qua 20 years ago. she has been 
active with the chautauqua 
Women’s club, friends of the 
Theater, the literary Arts, and 
serves on the chautauqua 
foundation Board of direc-
tors. she will become the new 
chairman of the chautauqua 
foundation Board of directors 
on Aug. 22, succeeding steve 
Percy, who has led the foun-
dation for the past eight years.

The Rabbi samuel and 
lynn stahl lectureship for 
the Understanding of Juda-
ism helps underwrite today’s 
interfaith lecture by Rabbi 

Michael Melchior. 
established in 2010 by sam 

and lynn stahl, the fund is a 
permanent endowment held 
within the chautauqua foun-

dation to support speakers for 
the department of Religion’s 
interfaith lecture series who 
advance the understanding of 
Judaism. sam, rabbi emeritus 
of Temple Beth-el in san An-
tonio, served as theologian-
in-residence in chautauqua 
during the 2003 season and is 
the author of Making the Time-
less Timely, as well as Boundar-
ies, Not Barriers. He is the past 
chairman of the institution’s 
Religion Advisory commit-
tee and was one of the archi-
tects of the Institution’s first 
interfaith service for Peace, 
demonstrating a strong com-
mitment to building the Abra-
hamic community. 

lynn has over 23 years ex-
perience presenting seminars 
and workshops and is a long-
time family life educator with 
organizations such as Jewish 
family service.  she regularly 

teaches special studies classes 
at the institution. lynn has 
been a founder and president 
of ThriveWell cancer founda-
tion. its mission is three-fold: 
provide free exercise and nu-
trition classes for anyone who 
has had breast cancer; offer fi-
nancial assistance for co-pay-
ments and transportation to 
chemotherapy and radiation 
treatments; and finally, fund 
cutting-edge, targeted cancer 
research in san Antonio.  

since 2003, they have re-
sided on the grounds during 
the summer with visits from 
daughters, Heather and Alisa, 
and their families. At chau-
tauqua, they are involved 
with friends of the Theater 
and support the Opera Guild, 
dance circle, symphony Pa-
trons, chautauqua Women’s 
club and VAci.

Stahl Lectureship underwrites Melchior’s presentation

Newman Fund provides for tonight’s CSO with Milanov, Upshaw

Eleanor Fund Lectureship Endowment supports Wright, Nabulsi
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At 59, Michael Morley 
is unlike other men of his 
age. Morley isn’t prepar-
ing for retirement, and he 
doesn’t work out to pass the 
time or for the sake of stay-
ing in shape. rather, Morley 
prepares for his schedule of 
competitive tennis events 
that are coming up in the 
next year and stays active be-
cause he can’t stop moving.

A member of the United 
States Tennis Association’s 
senior circuit, Morley has 
turned tennis, what was once 
a hobby, into a semi-profes-
sional interest much later in 
his life.

Standing 5 feet 4 inches 
tall, and weighing in at no 
more than 120 pounds, Mor-
ley doesn’t resemble the 
build of an average profes-
sional tennis player.   

“it doesn’t help with a lot 
of things,” Morley said of his 
height.  

For someone with his 
build, it would have made 
much more sense for him to 
think about pursuing a ca-
reer in practicing law, dab-
bling in the real estate mar-
ket or even acting.

Yet Morley, perhaps fus-
ing his Youngstown, ohio, 
can-do-attitude roots with 
new York city grit, went 
from lawyer to movie pro-
ducer to real estate entrepre-
neur to tennis enthusiast, of-
ten mixing and matching his 
lines of work.

Morley is an avid after-
noon doubles participant 
at the chautauqua Tennis 
center, which has become 
an informal training ground 
for his involvement in the 
USTA’s Senior circuit.

The tennis center’s courts 
paired with a consistently 
solid rotation of good play-
ers and a competitive at-
mosphere are ideal for the 
growth of any tennis player.

“one of the things he’s 
done that he didn’t do too 
much before is play doubles,” 
said Lee robinson, program 
director at the tennis cen-
ter and a longtime friend of 
Morley. “Doubles can help 
your volleying game a lot, 
and he used to play almost 
all singles. He’s playing some 
decent players with some dif-
ferent styles. That helps him, 
i think, quite a bit.”

First-timers and returnees 
of the tennis center who want 
to play matches tell robinson 
their skill level, which he in 
turn uses to create games for 
players on the grounds.  

“When players show up 

that come from off-grounds, 
we match them up, i always 
steer people to him,” robin-
son said.

Morley has been national-
ly ranked — a facet of USTA 
Senior circuit he hopes to 
return to in the coming years 
— and competes in national 
tournaments facilitated by 
the governing tennis body. 
The USTA has nearly 50 age 
divisions for competitive ten-
nis that range from youth to 
senior status, played in all 
corners of the country.  

His interest in tennis 
was sparked when a col-
lege friend, ray Boniface, 
invited him to Bemus Point 
and played tennis games on 
a nearby court. Morley be-
friended several Youngstown 
State tennis team players as a 
student, allowing him the op-
portunity to improve along-
side the best around him.

“i played with all the guys 
on the team when i was just 
starting out,” Morley said. 
“It was intimidating at first, 
but i’m very steady. Balls 
were going a lot harder than 
mine, but they were coming 
back to them.”

Finally, Morley found a 
sport that didn’t require a 
seven-foot wingspan or phy-
sique of a weightlifter.

“it’s not like i could play 

linebacker,” Morley said.
After school, Morley con-

tinued playing and improv-
ing at tennis, but took a few 
professional detours along 
the way to where he is today.

A practicing lawyer and 
real estate entrepreneur, 
Morley resides in new York 
city, where he lives with his 
wife Anita Lin, a former pro-
fessional ballerina who now 
serves on the President’s 
Advisory committee on the 
Arts for the John F. Kennedy 
center in Washington, D.c.

Morley is still a member 
of the Screen Actors Guild 
and the American Federation 
of Television and radio Art-
ists, and only left show busi-
ness a few years ago when 
cineBLAST! Productions, the 
where he served as president, 
was sold off to its employees. 
The company now operates 
as The Group entertainment.

While at cineBLAST!, 
Morley was an associate or 
executive producer for sev-
eral films, including “Spring 
Forward,” starring Liev Sch-
reiber, and “Loggerheads,” 
which was nominated for the 
Grand Jury Prize at the Sun-
dance Film Festival.  

From Palm Springs, cali-
fornia, to Philadelphia, Morley 
has played in dozens of USTA 
tournaments since 2006, the 

highlight of his career coming 
in 2013 when he was selected 
for the eastern region team 
that competes in the Atlantic 
coast cup. He was the de-
ciding match in the competi-
tion that brings together the 
best players from the eastern, 
Middle States, Mid-Atlantic 
and new england regions.

in 2013, Morley competed 
in the ohio Senior olympics 
and won gold as the state’s 
top tennis player over 50, a 

feat that required a unique 
approach to the game.

Morley has to rely on his 
speed and stamina to com-
pete at a higher level because, 
when it comes to power and 
repertoire of shots, he falls 
short compared to competi-
tors, he said.

“i have to be better con-
ditioned than anybody i 
play, and I’m always confi-
dent that i’m faster than the 
person i’m playing,” Morley 

said. “i don’t mean that in a 
cocky way. The fact is that 
the bigger and stronger peo-
ple are going to beat me.”

Although he’s nearing 60, 
Morley doesn’t plan to slow 
down anytime soon. 

“My goal is to [be ranked] 
no. 1 by the time i’m 85,” 
Morley said. “i’m hoping ev-
eryone else is worn down, 
with new knees and new 
hips, and i’ll be the only one 
walking.” 

SAALIK KHAN | Staff Photographer

Michael Morley plays a pick-up game 
Aug. 11 at the Chautauqua Tennis Center.

Competitive tennis newcomer Morley takes 
passion to semi-professional senior circuit
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Tu
TUESDAY

AugusT 18

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Michael 
O’sullivan. (Zen Buddhism.) 
Donation. Bring gate pass. Main 
Gate Welcome Center Conference 
Room

7:30 Bird Talk & Walk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Guided walk. Rain or shine. Bring 
binoculars. Meet at the rear (lake 
side) of Smith Wilkes Hall 

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Sponsored by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 MORNINg WORsHIP. “This 
Foreigner.” The Rev. Anna Carter 
Florence, Peter Marshall Associate 
Professor of Preaching, Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
Amphitheater

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Chabad Lubavitch 
of Chautauqua). “Everyday Ethics.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Garden 
Room

9:15 garden Walk. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) sharon 
Reed, master gardener. Rain or 
shine. Meet at the lake side (back) 
of Smith Wilkes Hall

10:15 service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTuRE. Robin Wright, joint 
fellow, USIP and Willson Center; 
Jawad Nabulsi, founder, Nebny 
Foundation. Amphitheater

10:45 story Time. (Stories planned for 
3- to 4-year-olds.) Smith Memorial 
Library

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Writers’ Center.) “Agha 
Shahid Ali, Transnational Poet.” 
Mihaela Moscaliuc. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall porch

12:15 Tallman Tracker Organ Mini-
Concert. “Gems from the Back 
of the Drawer.” Jared Jacobsen, 
organist. Hall of Christ

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
“The Song of Insects.” Will 
Hershberger, wildlife photographer 
and natural sound recordist. Smith 
Wilkes Hall 

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center). 
“The Truth About Israel and the 
American College Campuses.” 
Mitchell Bard. Everett Jewish Life 
Center

12:15 LgBT & Friends Brown Bag. 
(Sponsored by the Metropolitan 
Community Church.) “Creating 
Sacred Space: Putting Your Heart 
Out There.” Literary Arts Center 
Garden Room

12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart 
Meditation seminar. “Birth and 
Death: Do They Really Exist?” 
Leader: Michael O’sullivan. 
(Zen Buddhism). Donation. Hall of 
Missions

1:00 (1–4) Duplicate Bridge. For men 
and women. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Fee. 
CWC House

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:15 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Sports Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTuRE sERIEs. 
“Religion and Sacred Spaces: 
Obstacles to Peace or Not?” 
Rabbi Michael Melchior, founder, 
Mosaica. Hall of Philosophy 
(simulcast in the Hall of Christ)

2:00 Public shuttle Tours of grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:15 THEATER. William shakespeare’s 
Henry V. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center, Visitors Center 
or Turner Community Center ticket 
offices, and one hour before curtain 
at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

2:15 Public shuttle Tours of grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

3:15 social Hour Denominational 
Houses

3:15 Hebrew Congregation 

Conversation & Refreshments. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture 
series. “We Were Chautauquans: 
the Experience From Visits Made to 
Chautauqua in the Past.” Read by 
Chautauquans of the present. Hall 
of Christ

4:00 Public shuttle Tours of grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:15 garden Walk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Joe 
McMaster. Meet at the lake side 
(back) of Smith Wilkes Hall

4:30 Knitting4Peace Workshop. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Methodist House porch

4:45 (4:45–6:45) Music at Heirloom. 
Bill Ward. Heirloom Restaurant at 
the Athenaeum Hotel

5:30    VACI Partners Members’ Picnic 
Dinner. Arts Quad

7:00 FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT sERIEs. 
Chautauqua Regional Youth 
Ballet. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

7:00 Motet Choir. Hall of Christ

7:00 APYA Porch Chat. (Programmed 
by the Abrahamic Program for 
Young Adults.) Rabbi Michael 
Melchior. All young adults are 
welcome to attend. Milk and 
cookies will be served. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall porch

7:00 Chau-Talk-One. Chautauqua 
Theater Company. Tickets required. 
Bratton Theater

7:00 Bible study. (Sponsored by 
the Department of Religion.) 
“Reflections on the Letter to the 
Ephesians.” The Rev. Carmen 
Perry, leader. United Methodist 
House

8:15 CHAuTAuQuA sYMPHONY 
ORCHEsTRA. Into the Music No. 
3: “Exploring Golijov.” Rossen 
Milanov, conductor; Dawn 
upshaw, soprano. (Community 
Appreciation Night.) Amphitheater

•	Last Round 
II. Muertes del angel (“Deaths of 
the Angel”) 
Osvaldo Golijov

•	Three Songs  
1. Night of the Flying Horses 
2. Lúa decolorida 
3. How Slow the Wind 
Osvaldo Golijov

•	Dances	of	Galánta	(Galántai	táncok) 
Zoltán	Kodály

W
WEDNESDAY
AugusT 19

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Michael 
O’sullivan. (Zen Buddhism.) 
Donation. Bring gate pass. Main 
Gate Welcome Center Conference 
Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Sponsored by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:00 Amphitheater Renewal Project 
Public session: structural 
History and Performance 
Experience. Hall of Christ

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 CLsC Alumni Association 
science Circle Presentation. 
“Remembering Willie Nelson: The 
Science of Peak Memory.” Jeremy 
genovese. Hall of Christ

9:15 MORNINg WORsHIP. “Unmarked 
Graves.” The Rev. Anna Carter 
Florence, Peter Marshall Associate 
Professor of Preaching, Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
Amphitheater

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Chabad Lubavitch 
of Chautauqua). “The Art of Prayer.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Garden 
Room

9:30 Chautauqua Institution Trustees 
Porch Discussion. “Lifelong 
Learning: Chautauqua’s Educational 
Impact.” sherra Babcock, vice 
president and Emily and Richard 
Smucker Chair for Education; 
Matt Ewalt, associate director 
of education and youth services. 
Hultquist Center porch

10:15 service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTuRE. stuart W. Bowen, Jr., 
former special inspector general 
for Iraq reconstruction, with 
shadi Hamid, fellow, Brookings 
Institution. Amphitheater

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (Sponsored 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind Colonnade

12:00 Women in Ministry. Hall of 
Missions

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

12:15 Massey Organ Mini-Concert. 
“The Virtuoso Organist: Russia.” 
Jared Jacobsen, organist. 
Amphitheater

12:15 Brown Bag Book Review. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) sandra gordon, 
Empty Mansions: The Mysterious 
Life of Hugette Clark and the 
Spending of a Great American 
Fortune by Bill Dedham and Paul 
Clark Newell. Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall porch

12:15   Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center.) 
Rabbi Michael Melchior. Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30 AA / Al-Anon Meeting. Hurlbut 
Church Parlor.

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:15    Language Hour. French, Spanish, 
Swedish, etc. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua

1:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
scientific Circle Alumni 
Association Docent Tours. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
and Pioneer Hall

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTuRE sERIEs. 
“1001 Cups of Tea: What It Took to 
Make the IMAX Films ‘Jerusalem’ 
and ‘Journey to Mecca.’ ” Daniel 
Ferguson, writer, director, 
producer, “Jerusalem” in 3D IMAX. 
Hall of Philosophy (simulcast in the 
Hall of Christ)

2:00 Public shuttle Tours of grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:15 Public shuttle Tours of grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:15 THEATER. William shakespeare’s 
Henry V. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center, Visitors Center 
or Turner Community Center ticket 
offices, and one hour before curtain 
at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

3:30 Conversation. (Programmed 
by the Department of Religion.) 
“Jerusalem.” Hall of Christ. 

3:30 (3:30–5:30) Jewish Film Festival. 
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.)  Everett Jewish Life 
Center

4:00 Public shuttle Tours of grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:15 Bat Chat. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Caroline 
Van Kirk Bissell, nature guide. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

4:15 CLsC Young Readers Program. I 
Am Malala (Young Readers’ Edition) 
by Malala Yousafzai. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall

6:00 Meet the Filmmaker series. 
“1913 Seed of Conflict.” Ben 
Loeterman, writer and director. 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:00 (6–8) Brick Walk Cafe Concerts. 
Cindy Love. Brick Walk Cafe

6:30 Positive Path for spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Bring gate pass. Main 
Gate Welcome Center 

6:45 Eventide Travel series. 
(Programmed by the CLSC 
Alumni Association.) “Germany 
at Christmastime.” Richard and 
Marianne Karslake. Donation. Hall 
of Christ

7:00 Christian science service. 
Christian Science Chapel

7:00 (7–7:45) Metropolitan Community 
Church Vespers service. UCC 
Chapel

8:00 THEATER. William shakespeare’s 
Henry V. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center, Visitors Center 
or Turner Community Center ticket 
offices, and one hour before curtain 
at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

8:15 sPECIAL. Richard glazier’s 
“From Broadway to Hollywood.” 
(Community Appreciation Night.) 
Amphitheater

VISITORS CENTER 
The Visitors Center located in the Post Office Building on Bestor Plaza provides first-time visitors with general information about 
Chautauqua programming, history and accommodations, plus help with getting acclimated to the Institution’s grounds. Hours are 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday to Thursday, 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Friday, and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday. 
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