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ISHANI CHATTERJI
Staff Writer

The season three finale of 
“Nashville” left the audience 
wondering if Deacon Clay-
bourne survived his surgery. 
While nobody is sure if he’ll re-
appear in in the fourth season, 
the Chautauqua audience is the 
lucky bunch that gets a chance 
to hear him live this weekend.

Charles “Chip” Esten, better 
known as Deacon Claybourne 
on the hit ABC show, will per-
form at 8:15 p.m. Saturday in 
the Amphitheater.

Esten was to be joined by 
his on-screen niece, Scarlett 
O’Connor, played by Clare 
Bowen, but due to last minute 
travel and work visa issues, 
she is unable to make it for the 
show.  Instead, Aubrey Peeples, 
who plays Layla Grant on the 
show, will join Esten.

“ ‘Nashville’ is a popular 
show, and I am hoping that 
the Chautauquans enjoy their 
performances,” said Marty 
Merkley, vice president of pro-
gramming at Chautauqua In-
stitution. “We try to keep ev-
erybody — from the ages of 
three to 103 — happy, and I am 

pretty sure these guys will help 
us do so.”

Peeples hails from Florida. 
In a recent interview with refin-
ery29, she spoke about the art-
ists who influence her music. 

“There are definitely peo-
ple I find super influential in 
my music, like Bonnie Raitt, 
The Black Keys, Jack White 
— anything along that blues-
rock feel,” she said.

Esten is originally from 
Pittsburgh and describes his 
style as “country music with a 
very traditional rock edge.”

“I plan to sing some Deacon 
songs along with my origi-
nal ‘I Know How To Love You 
Now,’ ” he said.

His set will include “This 
Town Is Ours Tonight” and 
“Whiskey Lips.” One of his 
finale numbers includes his 
friend and popular country 
music singer Chris Janson’s 
“Buy Me A Boat.”

“This is my first time in Chau-
tauqua but I have heard so many 
great things about this place that 
I am really excited to play my 
music for them,” Esten said.

MARY LEE TALBOT
Staff Writer

The Voice. The Last Great Elizabethan 
Orator. A man whose life in three acts re-
sembles those of Joseph and Job.

All these phrases describe the chaplain 
of the week for Week One, Joel C. Gregory, 
professor of preaching at George W. Truett 
Theological Seminary of Baylor University. 
Gregory will preach at the 10:45 a.m. service 
of worship and 
sermon on Sun-
day in the Am-
phitheater.

His sermon 
series, “About 
Time,” begins 
Sunday with 
“Six Degrees of 
Separation.” He 
will share his 
faith journey at 
the 5 p.m. Ves-
pers in the Hall 
of Philosophy. 
He will continue 
to preach at the 
9:15 a.m. morn-
ing worship services in the Amphitheater 
every day this week.

Gregory first felt the call to ministry at 
16, after hearing Bill Glass, a member of 
the Cleveland Browns and later an evange-
list and prison minister. Gregory studied 
at Baylor University and graduated summa 
cum laude before receiving his doctorate. 
He received his Master of Divinity from 
Southwestern Baptist Seminary, where he 
also taught preaching. He served a variety 
of churches through the 1980s, and in 1990 
was invited to First Baptist Church in Dallas 
to become the administrative pastor and co-
pastor with W.A. Crisswell, a conservative 
leader of the Southern Baptist Convention.

ALEXANDRA GREENWALD
Staff Writer

If Lt. Col. Jim Keene knows his band, the 
first Sunday concert is going to be a tough act 
to follow. 

“There is no finer band on the planet,” 
said Keene, commander of the United States 
Army Field Band and Soldiers’ Chorus.

The Musical Ambassadors of the Army 
will perform at 2:30 p.m. Sunday in the Am-
phitheater.

“It’s a tremendous honor to come and per-
form at [Chautauqua] and to support Chau-

tauqua [Institution],” said Command Sgt. 
Maj. Leslie Nock. “It’s a thrill for us.”

Nock said that the Field Band recognizes 
that they play for diverse audiences, and try 
to keep their programming diverse as well.

Sunday’s audience can expect to hear a 
wide variety of music, including pop songs 
and pieces that have been featured on TV 
and in movies, in addition to patriotic favor-
ites. Veterans will also be honored with the 
Armed Forces Salute. 

“The primary message is always going to 
be patriotism,” Keene said.

TV stars, musicians Esten and 
Peeples open season with a twang

Army’s ‘Musical Ambassadors’ bring 
patriotic flair to opening Sunday concert

‘About Time’:  
Gregory to grace 
Week One pulpit

Bright lights,
Music City

ESTEN

PEEPLES

GREGORY
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The U.S. Army Field Band & Soldiers’ Chorus perform in the Amphitheater in 2012. 



The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended to 
provide space for announcements from Institution-related organiza-
tions. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a story, it should 
not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information to Laura Scherb in 
the Daily’s Editorial Office. Please provide name of organization, 
time and place of meeting and one contact person’s name with phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication. 

Softball umping clinic
A softball umping clinic will be led by Kenny Koblitz, a 

certified, professional umpire with 25 years of experience 
on high school and college levels, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Mon-
day at Sharpe Field. Umping for the Chautauqua Softball 
League is a paying job.

Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends news
The Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends invites Chautau-

qua writers to share their work at 5 p.m. and every Sunday 
in the Prose Room on the second floor of the Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall. Please use the back entrance and 
plan on reading for no more than five minutes.

A members-only reception for former poet laureate Rob-
ert Pinsky will be held at 5:15 p.m. Friday in the Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall Ballroom (use the back entrance). 
Memberships available at the door. RSVP to CHQLIT@aol.
com with required reservations and with any questions for 
Pinsky during the Q-and-A. 

Gavrylyuk piano master classes
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra guest artist Alexan-

der Gavrylyuk will host three piano master classes. The 
first class takes place at 2 p.m. Saturday and the second at 2 
p.m. Sunday, both in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall. The third and 
final piano master class will take place at 2 p.m. Monday in 
Sherwood-Marsh Studios.

CWC Season’s Greetings “Welcome Back Party”
The Chautauqua Women’s Club offers Duplicate Bridge 

Games at the house from 1 to 4 p.m. Tuesdays. These ses-
sions will continue for the entire nine-week season. We 
have applied for ACBL accreditation and expect to award 
Master’s points this season. We encourage players at all lev-
els to come with or without a partner. Fee collected at the 
door. All are welcome.

All CWC members are invited to the house for our annu-
al “Welcome Back” party from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on Monday. 
This is a wonderful time to greet old friends and meet new 
ones. Plan to enjoy a delightful buffet which will include 
a great variety of finger foods, desserts and refreshments. 
Memberships will be taken at the door. Make your reserva-
tions at CWC House or call 716-357-2023.

AA/Al-Anon Meeting
12:30 p.m. Sunday in the Hurlbut Church parlor.

Sandy D’Andrade’s 13th Annual Trunk Show and Sale
Sandy D’Andrade’s 13th annual Trunk Show and Sale, 

which benefits Chautauqua Opera Company’s Young Art-
ists program, will begin its season from 9 to 4:30 p.m. today 
at the Main Gate Welcome Center. Bring your gate pass.

Enjoy a Lake Walk 
Sponsored by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club. Meet at 6:30 

p.m. on Monday night at the covered porch at Heinz Beach 
(below the Youth Activities Center.) “Breeding Birds: and 
Migration on Chautauqua Lake.” John Rappole, Scientist 
Emeritus, Smithsonian Institute.

CLSC Class of 2001 reunion
Welcome Class of 2001. Let’s meet for coffee at 9 a.m. on 

Monday morning on the porch of the Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS

Briefly

ALEXANDRA GREENWALD
Staff Writer

By all accounts, the first 
Sacred Song Service of each 
season should be a disaster. 

“Everything about the 
system shouldn’t work, but 
there is a magic at Chautau-
qua that has been happening 
for generations,” said Jared 
Jacobsen, director of the 
150-voice Chautauqua Choir. 
“Don’t ask me how it works, 
I just know it works because 
the chemistry is there.”

The choir is an Institu-
tion staple, Jacobsen said, 
but he classifies it as a “pick-
up choir,” with constantly 
changing membership and 
only two rehearsals before 

the initial performance. By 
the end of the season, nearly 
600 singers will have per-
formed with the group.

Jacobsen and his choir 
will showcase their musi-
cal chemistry at this week’s 
Sacred Song Service, which 
will take place at 8 p.m. Sun-
day in the Amphitheater. 

The service is titled 
“Let Everything that Hath 
Breath,” a nod to the choral 
anthem by Jeffery Ames that 
will be performed during the 
service. 

Jacobsen has worked 
with Ames in workshops for 
the Bishop’s School choir, 
which he directs in La Jolla, 
California. 

He hopes to eventually 

bring the composer to Chau-
tauqua.

“My gut feeling is that Jef-
fery and Chautauqua will be 
a happy match,” Jacobsen 
said.

Guest saxophonist George 
Wolfe will accompany the 
group on Howard Helvey’s 
arrangement of “Jesus Loves 
Me.” Jacobsen noted that this 
arrangement is particularly 
relevant to Chautauqua be-
cause Helvey studied piano 
at the Institution.

 In addition to the Helvey 
piece, Wolfe will join the 
choir for an arrangement of 
the spiritual “Steal Away to 
Jesus.” He also plans to per-
form a saxophone solo by 
Argentine composer Astor 
Piazzolla. 

Drums, shakers and other 
percussion instruments will 
add further musical diver-
sity to the performance.

“I love to kind of exploit 
the sonic aspects of the 
Amp,” Jacobsen said.

Rounding out the setlist 
are Charles Tindley’s ar-
rangement of “The Storm is 
Passing Over,” and “Let the 
River Run” by Carly Simon. 
Though “Let the River Run” 
is most closely associated 
with the film Working Girl, 
Jacobsen feels that the lyrics 
are “very appropriate” for 
Chautauqua. 

Perennial favorites, such 

as “Day is Dying in the West,” 
and “Now the Day is Over” 
will open and close the vo-
cal portion of the service. Ja-
cobsen’s rendition of George 
Frideric Handel’s “Largo” 
from Xerxes will bring it to 
an official close.

“It’s the closest thing we 
have to a sacred relic,” Ja-
cobsen said of the “Largo,” 
“[Chautauqua organists’] ca-
reers have         been made 
and broken based on how 
they play ‘Largo.’ ” 

Jacobsen will also offer 
his traditional litany prayer. 
This litany lays out both the 
past and the coming seasons 
to “introduce and reintro-
duce” Chautauquans to the 
Institution.

Summer’s first Sacred Song Service 
welcomes Chautauquans to season

Everything about the 
system shouldn’t work, 
but there is a magic at 
Chautauqua that has 
been happening for 
generations.”

—JARED JACOBSEN
Organist and coordinator of 
worship and sacred music

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | File Photo

Institution organist and coordinator of worship and sacred music Jared Jacobson leads the Chautauqua Choir and members of the 
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra during the July 20, 2014, Sacred Song Service in the Amphitheater.

QUESTIONS?
A group of Chautauquans 
has volunteered to help 
answer questions from 
visitors to the Institution.

“Drive through” stations 
at the two Main Gate 
entrances 2 to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays will be set up 
to assist those searching 
for their on-grounds 
accommodations. 

 » on the grounds
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GUEST COLUMN BY JOEL C. GREGORY

From the Pulpit

T he most demanding speaking engagement of my 
ministry loomed just ahead. In a friend’s library, I 
randomly pulled a 19th century book off the shelf. 
It fell open in my hands to an astonishingly perfect 

story that gave the title and memorable image of the most 
consequential sermon I have ever preached. A book cho-
sen randomly in a strange library actually fell open to that 
perfect story.

A flight to Newark arrived hours late because of frigid 
weather, landing after midnight. I asked a cab driver to 
take me to the closest hotel. I got the last room. In the grill I 
wolfed down a bowl of soup. From the darkness in a remote 
corner of the grill came a cry: “Dr. Gregory. I just finished 
your book.” I did not know anyone in Newark and had 
never spoken there. And a lifelong friendship began.

Walking besides the Trinity River in Fort Worth I listened 
to a recording of Pilgrim’s Progress. At a certain moment 
alone on the walk I said out loud to no one in particular, “I 
wish I knew where that passage was in the printed book.” 
Back home an hour later I prepared for bed. Without think-
ing I picked up a book thoughtlessly from the 1,000 books in 
my home library. It fell open to the very passage in Pilgrim’s 
Progress that I had wished to find. Such a thing frightened 
me. I fell back into a chair to consider the incredible odds of 
that event happening at all.

In a ranch house I brought a Christian witness to a seeker 
after Christ on a Saturday afternoon. The following Monday 
I was in the Charlotte airport with a tight connection. I went 
through security and the man just behind me was that man, 
the very man to whom I had borne witness two days before 
and five states away. There we were a half-country away 
at the same place and time. What was more, he was on the 
same flight going back to DFW. He came to faith in Christ 
the next Sunday.

What do you make of these kinds of moments? Karl Jung, 
along with Freud, a founder of psychoanalysis, invented a 
name for these moments — synchronicity. In his last work, 
he defined the term. Synchronicity points to random events 
in your life that have no causal connection, yet those events 
come together meaningfully. You have had that experience. 
At just the right time, just the right person shows up with 

just the right word for the occasion. You are astonished at 
what seems to be a random occurrence that has such mean-
ing for you in that moment.

Jung had the quirky theory that such moments happen 
because all human minds are connected by mysterious 
links. I believe these rare moments happen because God is 
God. He is a God of divine prearrangements who can aston-
ish you in the moment of their occurrence. A beginning 
chess player can think only three moves ahead. A chess 
master can think 30 moves ahead all the way to checkmate. 
How many moves ahead can God think? In the original Star 
Trek Captain Kirk and Spock played chess on an amazingly 
complicated three-level board. That is, they played vertically 
and horizontally. God can and does play the intricate match 
of life on more levels that we can imagine. He can arrange 
a meeting here, a book there, the snatch of a conversation 
overheard and a family heirloom suddenly discovered in 
such a way all come together with deep significance.

Our sermons this week consider the astonishing reality 
of synchronicity. For that reason I have named the series 
“It’s About Time.” We shall consider the life of the biblical 
patriarch Joseph, an icon of divine prearrangements. From 
being sold to slave traders by jealous brothers to becoming 
the COO of Egypt he is the embodiment of divine tim-
ing. Psalm 46 underscores the timing of God’s help at just 
the right time. Philippians 1 recounts Paul’s extraordinary 

use of time during his imprisonment. The biography of 
Abraham demonstrates a long waiting in time for God’s 
right moment. In each instance it’s about time. I want us to 
explore together the remarkable providence of God’s timing 
in our lives. This can give you a new poise and resilience in 
the face of challenges.

The Lord Jesus lived with the sense of the Father’s tim-
ing. How many times did He say in mysterious circum-
stances, “My hour has not yet come?” Finally, however, He 
announced that His hour had come. By some imperceptible 
sense of divine timing Jesus knew when His hour had fi-
nally come. By opening our lives to His influence we too can 
claim God’s hour for our own lives. It’s about time.

The New Testament uses two words for time. One is 
chronos and the other is kairos. Chronos notes clock time, the 
mere passing of minutes and hours. The repetitious tedium 
of it finds expression in the words of T.S. Eliot in “The Love 
Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”:

For I have known them all already, known them all:— Have 
known the evenings, mornings, afternoons, I have measured out 
my life with coffee spoons;

On the other hand, “kairos” refers to significant time, 
moments that are fraught with destiny. Kairos marks dates 
such as 9-11 or D-Day. Kairotic moments cut into memory 
and leave their carved significance.

This week we will consider that later kind of time, time 
weighted with significance. Sometimes God hangs the 
heaviest weights on the thinnest wires of a moment. May of 
Tec (1867-1953), the grandmother of Queen Elizabeth II, was 
engaged to be married to Prince Albert Victor (1864-1892), 
the supposed future king of England. He died just before 
the wedding, A few months later she was married to his 
brother who became Edward V (1865-1936). She was almost 
married to one prince who never became king. She married 
his brother and became queen. Had she married Albert Vic-
tor there would be no Elizabeth II as we know her. 

Now, we are not British royalty but the same mysteries 
pierce our own lives. We will explore divine prearrange-
ments. It’s about time.

Considering the astonishing reality of synchronicity

Dr. J LanYe’ is many 
things: scholar, lecturer, pia-
nist, conductor, a lyric mez-
zo-soprano and a classical 
musical expert, specializing 
in the sacred music of black 
Americans.

She will bring her myriad 
talents, and her exceptional 
voice, to Chautauqua Insti-
tution this weekend with a 
special recital 4 p.m. Sunday 
in the Hall of Christ.

The recital and lecture, 
“An In-Depth Look at Ameri-
can Spirituals,” covers the 
history, sociology, poetry and 
music of the spiritual — via 
both the voice and the piano. 
According to her website, 
LanYe’ hopes to have spiri-
tuals studied as an integral 
part of music history classes 
throughout the country.

“Since (its) humble ‘folk’ 
beginnings in the 18th cen-
tury, this glorious music has 
evolved into American clas-
sical music as indigenous art 
songs, while still being the 
catalyst for many American 
sacred and secular music 
forms,” LanYe’ wrote on the 
website for the American 
Spirituals Collegiate Solo 
Voice Competition.

LanYe’ created that pro-

gram at Buffalo State College 
in 2009. The winner of the 
fourth annual competition, 
soprano Tamra G. Jones, will 
join LanYe’ at Sunday’s re-
cital as a guest singer. Jones, 
a 2010 graduate of Bob Jones 
University in Greenville, 
South Carolina and a mas-
ters student at the New Eng-
land of Conservatory of Mu-
sic, took the top spot at the 
2014 competition last Octo-
ber, held at the West Virginia 
University School of Music.

A child prodigy with a 
lengthy resume, LanYe’ has 
received numerous fellow-
ships and scholarships and 
has degrees in voice from 
The Cleveland Music Insti-
tute, the New Conservatory 

of New England Music. She 
was the first black woman to 
receive a doctorate in musi-
cal arts from The Conser-
vatory of American Music. 
LanYe’ has been a member 
of the Cleveland Orchestra 
Chorus and the Lake Geor-
gia Opera Company, and a 
full-time voice faculty mem-
bers and numerous colleges 
and universities.

“At this stage in my life, 
it is my job to see to it that 
good music is offered to 
performers and audience,” 
LanYe’ wrote on her website. 
“I have been blessed with 
an enormous musical gift 
which must be passed on in 
unique ways.”

LANYE’

LanYe’ to present special program on American spirituals
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According to their web-
site, the Field Band and 
Soldiers’ Chorus was estab-
lished in 1946 as a means 
of maintaining a strong 
relationship between the 
Americans the U.S. Army 
after a large number of sol-
diers left the military at the 
end of World War II. 

Although more than 60 
years have passed, Keene 
said he sees the mission of 
today’s Field Band in much 
the same light.

“In today’s society, it 
is an important thing to 
recognize that the armed 
forces are not as connected 
with the American popula-
tion as they have been in 
the past,” he said.

Nock said that music has 
always been a part of Army 
life, and the musicians are 
“in a unique position to be 
ambassadors for the Army.”

“We speak a language 
that everyone under-
stands,” she said.

In addition to helping 
civilians stay connected to 
the armed forces, Nock said 
that the Field Band also 
represents veterans and 
those who lost their lives in 
military service.

“Representing them 
through music is a way to 

tell their story,” she said.
Today’s Field Band is 

highly competitive, often 
with as many as 75 appli-
cants vying for each avail-
able seat. All members 
must compete in an audi-
tion process and become 
active duty members of the 
U.S. Army. 

“We hire only the best 
of the best,” Nock said. 
“They’re world-class musi-
cians.”

In addition to three con-
cert tours a year, the Field 
Band does educational out-
reach programs in schools 
and provides video lessons 
and free sheet music and 
recordings to school band 
directors. 

The Field Band’s per-
formance at Chautauqua 
is part of their summer 
2015 tour, which includes 
stops in Michigan, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania. This is 
the second tour for Keene, 
who joined the Field Band 
in January. Nock has been 
touring with the group for 
five-and-a-half years.

Nock is confident that 
the group’s dedication will 
be evident during the per-
formance.

“They’re going to have 
a wonderful show by the 
most professional musi-
cians the Army has to of-
fer,” she said.

GREGORY
FROM PAGE A1

ARMY FIELD 
BAND

FROM PAGE A1

He left First Baptist, sepa-
rated from his wife, and they 
later divorced. He ended 
up selling pre-need funeral 
plans door to door. 

But he was not forgotten. 
He had become friends 

with E.K. Bailey, pastor of 
Concord Baptist Church 
in South Dallas. They had 
worked together to keep pub-
lic swimming pools open in 
the predominately African-
American neighborhood.

It was Bailey who kept 

urging Gregory to preach 
and pulled him out of a 
largely self-imposed silence. 
Bailey invited Gregory to 
preach at the E. K. Bailey In-
ternational Preaching Con-
ference in 1997. 

Gregory expected a small 
seminar; instead he was 
preaching to more than 900 
mostly African-American 
preachers.

“I spoke on 2 Corinthians 
4:6 — ‘We have this treasure 
in earthen vessels,’ ” Gregory 
said in an interview in Bap-
tist News Global. “It was a 
life-defining moment.”

He started preaching 
again, invited by these pas-
tors to pulpits all across the 
country.  

“One of the African-
American church’s strong 
points is its ability to give 
people second chances,” 
said Ralph West, pastor of 
the Church Without Walls in 
Houston. “The black church 
identifies with broken peo-
ple. … Black preaching is not 
done just by black people.” 

Gregory, he said, “has an 
uncanny ability to relate to 
people through other peo-
ple’s stories and by revealing 
just enough of his own story 
to say: ‘I identify with you. I 
sit in the ashes with you.’ ”

Today, Gregory heads 
Joel Gregory Ministries and 
preaches all over the world 
— from Westminster Chapel 

in London to the Internation-
al Seminary at Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. He will preach 
the closing sermon at the 
Baptist World Convention 
in Durban, South Africa, on 
July 26.

Gregory served for six 
years as the weekly preacher 
on the “International Baptist 
Hour” heard on 500 stations, 
and was twice elected unan-
imously as president of the 
Baptist General Convention 
of Texas, the 5,400 church 
denomination of Baptists in 
Texas.  

He is founder and teacher 
at Proclaimers Place semi-
nars, a four-day seminar that 
has been conducted 80 times 
in 15 states, for 10 years at 
Oxford University in Eng-
land, Paris, Rome and last 
summer in Athens, Greece.

Gregory has authored or 
edited eight books, including 
Baptist Preaching: A Global 
Anthology, and has contrib-
uted to dozens of journals, 
anthologies and periodicals, 
including the Abingdon Dic-
tionary of Preaching and 
Our Sufficiency is of God: 
Essays on Preaching in Hon-
or of Gardner Taylor.

Gregory’s sermon titles 
for the week include: “Last 
Minute Help” on Monday, 
“Doing Time” on Tuesday, 
“Waiting in the Desert” on 
Wednesday, “Risk While 
There is Still Time” on Thurs-
day, and “God Has Time for 
You” on Friday.
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Jamestown resident Cheryl Ford cleans the outside roof of the Cambridge Inn on Friday to prepare for the beginning of the season. 
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Chautauqua Institution is 
proud to announce the pro-
gram lineup for Week One 
of its 2015 season. The week, 
which begins June 27 and 
concludes July 4, features 
presentations by renowned 
guests such as journalists 
Charlie Rose and Nancy 
Gibbs, guitarist Sharon Is-
bin, former U.S. poet laure-
ate Robert Pinsky and for-
mer U.S. senator Kay Bailey 
Hutchison. This year, the 
season begins Saturday, June 
27, 2015, and ends Sunday, 
Aug. 30, 2015.

Chautauqua Institution’s 
summer season features 
morning and afternoon lec-
tures focusing on weekly 
cultural themes.

 The morning lecture se-
ries will take place at 10:45 
a.m. Monday through Fri-
day in the Amphitheater. 
The theme, “21st-Century 
Literacies: Multiple Ways to 
Make Sense of the World,” 
examines how to go about 
building literacy in a variety 
of disciplines and in areas 
outside of our expertise, and 
encourage others to do the 
same. 

The Interfaith Lecture, at 2 
p.m. weekdays in the Hall of 
Philosophy, will explore “In-
terfaith Literacy” through 
the many issues that come 
with increased religious di-
versity, such as misunder-
standing, unintended disre-
spect and conflict. In order to 
interact across boundaries of 
religious and spiritual differ-
ence, we need a purposeful 
“interfaith literacy” — basic 
knowledge, vocabulary, cul-
tural fluency and confidence 
to foster mutual respect and 
even appreciation. 

Joel C. Gregory, professor 
of preaching at George W. 
Truett Theological Seminary 
of Baylor University, will 
serve as ecumenical guest 
chaplain for the week. In ad-
dition to the morning and 
afternoon lecture series is 
an abundance of various art 
and entertainment events to 
support the cultural theme. 

Monday

Morning: David Von 
Drehle has written more 
than 160 articles for Time 
magazine, including the 
April 2015 cover feature, 
“The Roots of Baltimore’s Ri-
ots,” exploring what has and 
hasn’t changed in the city 
since the riots of 1968.

Afternoon: Meryl Justin 
Chertoff is executive direc-
tor of The Aspen Institute’s 
Justice and Society Program 
and adjunct professor of law 
at Georgetown University 
Law Center. She is the author 
of the Aspen Report on the 
Principled Pluralism Project.

Tuesday

Morning: Roger Rosen-
blatt is a renowned memoir-
ist, essayist, playwright and 
professor who has served as 
a columnist and essayist for 
Time, The Washington Post, 
and “PBS NewsHour.” He 
has written five off-broad-
way plays and 17 books, five 
of which have been Chautau-
qua Literary and Scientific 
Circle selections.

Afternoon: Stephen Pro-
thero is a professor in the 
Department of Religion at 
Boston University and the 
author of numerous books, 
most recently The American 
Bible: How Our Words Unite, 
Divide, and Define a Nation. He 
has commented on religion 
on dozens of National Public 
Radio programs, and on tele-
vision. In 2010 he was invited 
to speak about religious lit-
eracy at the White House.

Wednesday

Morning: Mae Jemison is 
a former NASA astronaut, 
doctor, engineer, academic 
and entrepreneur. She is a 
strong voice for science liter-
acy. In 1994 she founded the 
international science camp 
The Earth We Share for stu-
dents 12 to 16 years old, a 
program of the nonprofit 
Dorothy Jemison Founda-
tion for Excellence. 

Afternoon: Marc Saper-
stein currently serves as 
professor of Jewish history 
and homiletics at Leo Baeck 
College and professor of 
Jewish studies at King’s Col-
lege London. Recognized 
as one of the pre-eminent 
authorities on the history of 
Jewish preaching, he is the 
author of six books includ-
ing, Decoding the Rabbis: A 
Thirteenth-Century Commen-
tary on the Aggadah (1980) 
and Jewish Teaching in Times 
of War 1800–2001 (2008).

Thursday

Morning: John Hope Bry-
ant is founder, chairman and 
CEO of Operation HOPE, an 
organization that works to 

improve under-served com-
munities across the U.S. and 
invests in financial literacy 
programs and financial 
dignity education around 
the world. An entrepreneur 
since the age of 10, Bryant is 
today responsible for more 
than $1.5 billion of private 
capital supporting low-
wealth home ownership, 
small businesses, entrepre-
neurship and community 
development investments.

Afternoon: Eboo Patel is 
the founder and president of 
Interfaith Youth Core (IFYC), 
a Chicago-based organiza-
tion building the interfaith 
movement on college cam-
puses. He has served on 
President Obama’s inaugu-
ral Advisory Council of the 
White House Office of Faith-
based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships. 

Friday

Morning: Kay Bailey 
Hutchison is a business 
woman, public servant and 
a former Texas Senator with 
more than 40 years of expe-
rience in the public and pri-
vate sectors. She is the first 
woman to serve Texas in the 
Senate. Hutchison currently 
serves as senior counsel at 
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP.

Afternoon: Christopher 
Leighton is an ordained 
Presbyterian minister who 
has served as the Executive 
Director of the Institute for 
Christian & Jewish Studies 
since its inception in 1987. 
In October 2014 the board of 
the ICJS elected to expand 
the educational mission to 
include Islam. He is now ac-
tively developing and imple-
menting programs that bring 
Christians, Jews and Mus-
lims into a serious and sus-
tained exploration of their 
sacred texts and traditions.

Amphitheater Entertainment

Aside from the daily lec-
tures, Week One features a 
variety of evening entertain-
ment programs at the Am-
phitheater each night.

At 8:15 p.m. Monday, ac-
claimed journalists Char-
lie Rose and Nancy Gibbs 
will discuss their storied 
careers in a special evening 
program. Rose is an award-
winning broadcast journal-
ist who is an anchor of “CBS 
This Morning,” a contributor 
to “60 Minutes” and execu-
tive editor and host of “Char-

lie Rose,” the daily hourlong 
interview program on PBS. 
In this event, Rose will be 
interviewed by Gibbs, man-
aging editor of Time maga-
zine, where she oversees the 
domestic, international and 
tablet editions of the maga-
zine, Time.com, Time Mobile 
and Time for Kids.

Chautauqua will host a 
live taping of NPR’s “From 
the Top,” with host Chris-
topher O’Riley, on Tuesday 
evening. “From the Top” 
has been the pre-eminent 
showcase for America’s best 
young musicians for the past 
decade. 

On Wednesday, classical 
guitarist Sharon Isbin will 
give an 8:15 p.m. performance. 
Isbin is a multiple Grammy 
award-winning musician ac-
claimed for her lyricism, tech-
nique and versatility.

Chautauqua’s resident ar-
tistic programs take the stage 
on Thursday and Friday. 
First, the  Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra celebrates 
the opening of its 2015 sea-
son, the first with new music 
director Rossen Milanov, on 
Thursday, in a performance 
featuring pianist Alexan-
der Gavrylyuk. Showcasing 
dancers from the resident 
Charlotte Ballet, Chautau-
qua Dance makes its 2015 
debut on Friday with the 
annual Chautauqua Dance 
Salon, under the direction 
of associate artistic director 
Mark Diamond.

Also on Friday, Chau-
tauqua Theater Company 
opens its 2015 season with 
a preview performance of 
Thornton Wilder’s American 
classic Our Town, at 8 p.m. in 
Bratton Theater.

Day tickets are available 
for purchase at the Main 
Gate Welcome Center Ticket 
Office on the day of your vis-
it. Morning tickets grant vis-
itors access to the grounds 
from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. for $24. 
Afternoon tickets grant ac-
cess from noon to 8 p.m. for 
$15. Combined morning/af-
ternoon passes allow access 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. and cost 
$39. Evening passes grant ac-
cess from 4 p.m. to midnight 
— the cost varies based on 
the evening entertainment. 
For tickets and information, 
visit chqtickets.com or call 
716-357-6250.

Welcome to another beginning, the opening of 
the 142nd season in the rich history of this 
wonderful Institution. There is an energy 
to this day that is palpable; the joy of the 

return; the wonder of the first encounter; the greeting of 
friends; the pleasure in the singular quality of this place.

There is also a bittersweet quality to this first day of 
assembly resulting from the absence of friends and loved 
ones whose presence added so much to the grace of this 
experience. The program for Sunday morning’s opening 
ceremony will include a list of those Chautauquans who 
have died since we last gathered here. The list is too long.

One of the names on the list is that of Ken Fradin. Ken 
and Zetta and their family have been members of this 
community for a very long time. Ken served as a trustee 
of Chautauqua from 1985 to 1989. A businessman and a 
wit, Ken was a knowledgeable devotee of music. Though 
he criticized his talent as a pianist, he did so as he sat 
down to play whenever the instrument was within reach.

He had a devilish smirk. His eyes sparkled with plea-
sure when he greeted a friend. He embraced you before 
he ever touched you.

He was smart about assessing opportunities and chal-
lenges, enjoying near perfect pitch in common sense. I 
miss his company, even his god-awful dirty jokes — one 
per visit.

I wish he were here this summer to witness Rossen 
Milanov’s debut as the music director of the CSO. I just 
wish he were here.

One of the most remarkable characteristics of Chau-
tauqua is that it promotes the development of deep con-
nections between people. Here, your conversations are at 
once personal to life circumstances and deeply consid-
ered about important issues. That combination is not all 
that common in most social aspects of our life. Here it is 
ingrained in daily life.

So, we get to know one another beyond the superficial. 
We share our hopes and aspirations, our certainties and 
our confusion. That level of engagement is often present 
even in the briefest of exchanges and is one of the most re-
peated comments from our guest lecturers and preachers.

We live in an age where civility needs to be practiced 
as it seems to be so rarely expressed. It’s as if civility and 
kindness are evidence of weakness or a lack of intelligent 
observation.

Welcome to an alternative to that point of view. I hope 
the 2015 season is a blessing in your life.

COLUMN BY THOMAS M. BECKER

From the President

WEEK ONE | 21ST-CENTURY LITERACIES: MULTIPLE WAYS TO MAKE SENSE OF THE WORLD   

Chautauqua’s opening week encourages 
building literacy in a variety of disciplines

 » on the grounds
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MIRANDA WILLSON
Staff Writer

Jane Conroe is not intimi-
dated by a problem as big as 
the environment. 

Since 1987, she and her 
husband Doug, Chautauqua 
Institution’s former director 
of operations, have volun-
teered for the Citizen State-
wide Lake Assessment Pro-
gram, monitoring the water 
quality of Chautauqua Lake.

Though the Conroes live 
across the lake in Maple 
Springs, they dedicate much 
of their time to the health of 
Chautauqua Lake and the 
Institution’s efforts toward 
sustainability. 

And it’s paying off. 
According to Dave Mc-

Coy, the Chautauqua County 
Watershed coordinator, after 
decades of deteriorating wa-
ter quality, the lake’s envi-
ronmental health has finally 
started to improve during the 
last two years. The lake’s lev-
els of nutrients, such as phos-
phorous and nitrogen, which 
lead to excessive amounts of 
aquatic plants and toxic algal 
blooms, have been steadily 
decreasing since 2013.

The reasons for the im-
provements vary from en-
hancements to nearby sew-
age treatment plants to new 
state laws that restrict the use 
of phosphorus detergents to 
an increase in “buffer zones” 
along the lake shore, McCoy 
said.

He said that changing 
social norms, fueled by the 
work of individuals like Jane, 
is also a big part of the solu-
tion. As a part-time employee 
for the Chautauqua Water-
shed Conservancy, she works 
with property owners along 
the lake, encouraging them 
to act as environmental stew-
ards by preventing nutrient-
rich runoff on their property 
from entering the lake.

The nutrients hail from 
man-made sources ranging 

from garden fertilizers to 
dishwasher soaps and are 
picked up by runoff. When 
they enter the lake in large 
amounts, McCoy said, the 
nutrients cause aquatic plants 
to grow to nuisance levels, 
the same way many of them 
impact the garden plants for 
which they are used.

“So you wind up with 
weeds everywhere in the 
lake,” he said. “Boats can’t 
get through, you can’t swim, 
and the lake stinks.”

One way to stop the spread 
of these nutrients is through 
planting natural “buffers” 
— trees, bushes and flowers 
— to prevent nutrient-rich 
stormwater from gushing di-
rectly into the lake. Conroe 
helps homeowners establish 
buffers in their lawns, ex-
plaining to them that they 
cannot extend their lawns all 
the way to the waterfront.   

“In the old days it was 
cool to smoke a cigarette, 
and now it’s not,” she said. 
“In the old days, it wasn’t 
cool to plant flowers by the 
edge of the lake. Now it’s 
more in vogue to plant those 
flowers. And that’s a gradual 
success story.”

As is the case with many 
environmental issues, Con-
roe said, not all homeown-
ers are convinced that doing 
their part to help the lake is 
going to make a significant 
difference.

“People sometimes look 
at me and say, ‘Look at my 
neighbor — he has more 
acres of land and he’s not 
doing anything,’ ” she said. 
“And I say, ‘Your little bit is 
added to each little bit,’ and I 
mention many other groups 
that are starting to do the 
same thing. When you have 
lots of people who care do-
ing small things, you start to 
see big changes.”

Property owners are not 
the only ones who can help 
prevent excessive plant 
growth in the lake. Conroe 

said those visiting Chau-
tauqua can take small mea-
sures, such as cleaning up 
after their pets, to help keep 
the lake clean and free of ex-
cess plants.

“If you’re a pet owner, 
scoop the poop,” she said. 
“It’s high in phosphorus and 
nitrogen, just what the lake 
doesn’t need.”

The process of runoff 
causes another environmen-
tal concern for the lake. As 
water runs across the land, it 
not only picks up pollutants 
and nutrients, but also soil, 
which then discharges in the 

lake. This is called erosion, a 
natural process whereby sed-
iments enter and eventually 
fill a body of water entirely.

Though erosion is often 
perpetuated by human activ-
ity, people also have the pow-
er to slow it down. Doug Con-
roe said planting buffer zones 
is a good way to slow the pro-
cess of erosion, in addition 
to building a natural shore-
line. He said the Institution 
is spearheading these efforts 
through its stormwater man-
agement program and by es-
tablishing a natural shoreline 
that prevents wave reflection, 

which causes heavy erosion.
“By having a natural 

shoreline, containing rocks 
and other items that we’ve 
installed on an irregular pat-
tern, the shoreline itself stops 
a lot of that wave reflection,” 
Jane Conroe said. “Those 
rocks prevent land from 
eroding and direct the reflec-
tion in a less intense manner.”

Doug is confident that 
Chautauqua Lake’s health is 
improving gradually.

“If you look at the last 50 
years, you can see degrada-
tion, but in terms of the near 
term, it’s been holding level,” 
he said.

Other communities along 
the lake are following Chau-
tauqua’s lead.

“For example, Point Chau-
tauqua across the lake this 
year planted a huge buffer 
along the edge of the lake. 
That was unthought-of five 
years ago,” Conroe said. 
“But people are buying into 
it. Each year, there is more 
and more proactive activity 
around the lake.”

Jane Conroe said that 
each project and the work of 
each community member or 
homeowner is significant, re-
gardless of one’s motivation 
for embracing sustainable 
initiatives. 

“For some of them, it’s be-
cause they’ve invested $2 mil-
lion in a home and they don’t 
want to see property values 
go down,” she said. “That 
might be a little self-motivat-
ing, but if that’s what’s moti-
vating them, I’ll take it.”

Chautauqua is also an 
ideal setting for exchanging 
ideas, Conroe said, as those 
who visit the grounds often 
learn from and teach Chau-
tauquans regarding different 
environmental practices.

“Sometimes visitors are 
doing things in their homes 
and their home communities 
that aren’t happening here,” 
she said. “The Institution is 
attempting to be a leader in 
the area [of sustainability], 
but quite often people who 
visit come from very pro-
gressive communities, and 
they say, ‘How come you’re 
not doing that?’ I think those 
educational exchanges are 
very important.”

Regardless of the length 
of time that one spends in 
Chautauqua, Conroe be-
lieves everyone can find a 
way to help make it a more 
sustainable place, whether 
it’s by attending environ-
mental lectures hosted by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club 
or by donating to Chautau-
qua or the Chautauqua Lake 
Association to help the lake.

“There are dozens of small 
projects going on all around 
the county, from someone 
helping a stream here, to 
someone helping a farmer not 
put so much fertilizer on his 
field, to someone helping a 
homeowner determine what 
plants to plant,” she said. “I 
don’t know if I‘ve ever lived 
in an area that has so many 
caring, hardworking people.”
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BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer

At top, sunset over the north basin of Chautauqua Lake. Above, lake advocates Doug and Jane Conroe 
stand in the Children’s Beach rain garden on the Chautauqua Institution lakefront. Lakeside gardens 
not only beautify but function as buffers, keeping unwanted sediment from flowing into the lake.    

A lake on the mend
Conroes highlight long-term efforts, 
changing social norms helping to 

restore Chautauqua Lake

Mayville
“The Best Kept Secret on Chautauqua Lake”

KREABLE YOUNG | File Photo

Stop by our office on  
Bestor Plaza to order any 
number of days, weeks or a 
full season delivered directly to 
your Chautauqua residence. Not 
on the grounds? Call the Daily 
at 716-357-6235 to get your 
subscription through the mail. 

 » on the grounds

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?
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john Ford
Staff Writer

this summer, chautauqua institution will make as much 
information as possible available to chautauquans and visitors 
regarding one of the largest public works project in its history.

The five-year-old project to renew its centerpiece Amphi-
theater became the subject of animated off-season discourse 
on the grounds and among the broader chautauqua commu-
nity around the country.

As a result, President tom Becker recommended in January 
to the board of trustees that final decisions on the $30 million-
plus project be deferred until the board’s Aug. 29 meeting.

Becker said deferral would permit further review of the 
project’s design, costs and timelines; consultation with fed-
eral historic preservation experts; and greater community 
discussion and input during the 2015 season.

There have been significant developments in these areas 
since Becker’s letter to the board.

Dialogue and Discussion 
Sessions

Public sessions have been 
announced for each mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday 
throughout at least the first 
six weeks of the season. De-
tails will be available in The 
Chautauquan Daily, and the 
basic schedule is as follows:

8 – 9 a.m. mondays in the 
Amphitheater: tour led by 
institution Vice President 
and Chief Marketing Officer 
George murphy and Director 
of operations and Adminis-
trator of Architectural Land 
use Regulations manager 
John Shedd. this will provide 
a detailed look at the Amp, in-

cluding the back of the house, 
stage and seating bowl. After 
the Amp tour, the group will 
view a model of the renewed 
Amp, which has already been 
installed in the Smith memo-
rial Library lobby.

8 to 9 a.m. Wednesdays in 
the Hall of Christ: institution 
Archivist and Historian Jon 
Schmitz will provide a his-
tory of the Amp. in order to 
look at both the facility’s op-
erational and programmatic 
evolution and limitations, 
Schmitz will be followed by 
Vice President and Director of 
Programming marty merk-
ley and representatives of 
chautauqua’s arts programs.

8 to 9:15 a.m. Fridays in 

the Hall of Christ, Weeks One, 
Three and Five: community 
dialogue and input through 
breakout groups. Shedd will 
be joined for some of these 
sessions by Becker and/or 
Murphy. Q-and-A sessions 
will be included.

8 to 9:15 a.m. Fridays in the 
Hall of Christ, Weeks Two, Four 
and Six: Dialogue on the Amp 
design process. Shedd will be 
joined for these sessions by 
project lead architect marty 
Serena and/or Buffalo histor-
ic preservation architect ted 
Lownie. Q-and-A sessions 
will cap these dialogues.

Preview Amp Tour

the institution has already 
begun its public outreach 
and discussion process. Last 
monday morning, in two ses-
sions organized by the insti-
tution and the chautauqua 
Property owners Associa-
tion, murphy and Shedd led 
groups of attentive property 
owners on a preview of the 
monday Amp tours.

Fifty-nine participated in 
the first session, and 35 joined 
the second tour.

Gathering on the Amp’s 
back porch, the groups made 
their way through the laby-
rinthine corridors and nar-
row stairways in the back of 
the house. Shedd highlight-

ed aspects of the outdated 
infrastructure in this part of 
the Amp.

While he provided the nar-
rative lead, the groups then 
passed through the choir mu-
sic storage and dressing area 
to the choir loft. the property 
owners were briefed on the 
Amp’s massive attic, with 
pictures illustrating its riv-
eted steel truss structure.

Shedd’s remarks were at 
times disrupted by the noise 
of workers hustling to com-
plete repairs to the part of the 
Amp’s roof that sagged after 
a support column snapped 
in march.

Shedd said that struc-
tural engineers retained by 
the institution had reported 
the current Amp roof is safe 
for the summer season but 
would need reinforcement 
to withstand chautauqua’s 
winter wind and snow. con-
sequently, the engineers have 
recommended installation of 
structural X-braces across 
the lower bowl seating area, 
from the top of one column 
across to the base of the op-
posite column, to stabilize 
the roof in the off-season.

As tour participants moved 
from the choir loft to the stage, 
Shedd pointed out that sever-
al vertical structural columns 
supporting the main Amp 
roof had gradually slipped 

several inches off pure verti-
cal over the 17 years since the 
institution began measuring 
in 1998. the present stage is 
the Amp’s fourth version; 
replacement stages were in-
stalled in 1921, 1954 and 2003.

Shedd referred to the 
march visit and April assess-
ment provided to the institu-
tion by the national Park Ser-
vice’s chief of Preservation 
Assistance Bonnie Halda. in 
response to her recommen-
dations, the institution has 
engaged one of the nation’s 
leading historic preservation 
structural engineering firms, 
old Structures inc. of new 
york city. it is old Structures 
that urged installation of the 
off-season X-braces to sup-
port the Amp roof.

Also in response to Hal-
da’s report, the institution 
has convened an advisory 
panel of key professionals 
with strong backgrounds 
in architecture and historic 
preservation. their report is 
due shortly.

Here are some questions 
and Shedd’s answers flowing 
from the two Amp tour brief-
ings held on monday:

How about the current 
acoustics?

Experts have described 
current acoustics as satisfac-
tory for the spoken voice, but 
not good for music.

You mentioned drift in some 
of the Amp’s vertical columns. 
How about the organ chamber?

We haven’t detected any 
drift in the organ chamber.

Have performers refused to 
come to Chautauqua due to sub-
standard conditions in the Amp?

We have heard rumors, 
but no specific names.

Current accommodations for 
the handicapped are unacceptable.

There are ADA-mandated 
improvements incorporated 
in the renewal plan.

What is the capacity of the 
proposed renewed Amp?

4,500, which represents an 
increase of 500. But the cur-
rent Amp capacity figure of 
4,000 includes an estimated 
400 bleacher seats. And for 
events such as inter-arts pro-
ductions, the CSO moves off 
the stage onto the floor with a 
loss of 300 more seats. So the 
increased capacity is more 
than 500 in some situations.

Questions, concerns and 
feedback are welcomed at the 
18 public discussions. those 
who are interested are strong-
ly encouraged to attend and 
participate. The Chautauquan 
Daily will publish a weekly 
summary report.

Institution plans sessions for community to engage with Amp project

Ruby Wallau | Staff Photographer
At left, Chautauqua property owners view the choir rehearsal room in the back-of-house during a tour of the Amphitheater last Monday.  At right, John Shedd, director of operations and administrator of 
Architectural Land Use Regulations, stands addresses the crowd standing in the choir loft. 



Abe kenmore
Staff Writer

A group of fifth-graders gathered in the Melvin 
Johnson Sculpture Garden, looking at Brett Hunt-
er’s steel and granite sandwich titled “Tectonics.” 

Judy Barie, director of galleries, asked the stu-
dents what they thought it looks like.

“A unicorn.”
“A s’more.” 
What of the twisted white aluminum of Richard 

Pitt’s “Hyper Glyphs,” Barrie asked.
“A zebra.”
“A unicorn spine with chopsticks.”
These students were among the first of three 

groups from Chautauqua Lake Central School 
who, last Monday and Tuesday, got to glimpse in-
side the galleries of the Visual Arts at  Chautau-
qua Institution (VACI) before the official opening 
Sunday.

The sneak peek included two sculpture gar-
dens, the 58th Chautauqua Annual Exhibition of 
Contemporary Art, “Domestic Vacations” by pho-
tographer Julie Blackmon — both in the Strohl Art 
Center — and “Gatherings: Contemporary Draw-
ings,” a collection of seven artists in the Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center.

“I think it’s very important for children to be 
exposed to all the arts,” said Chautauquan Jill Bel-
lowe, who along with her husband, Arnold, spon-
sored the school tours and joined the students for 
one of them.
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Programs in TheaTer, Visual arTs bring counT y sTudenTs To grounds

REACHING BEYOND THE GATES

T                         ristin Abers explored the existential life of water puddles in the 
sun through his play Puddles. Alex Traver shared the emotional 
tragedy of losing a beloved pet in Bandit Runs Away! Coly Joly 
spoke of fear through The Leftovers.

ishAni chAtterji  |  Staff Writer

Ruby Wallau | Staff Photographer

At top left, Keren Lugo, John Bamberg, Kate Estman and Jonathan Majors, 
and above, Ricardo Dâvila, perform The Around the World Adventure, written 
by Gavin Cuoco, during the Young Playwrights Project performance Monday 
in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall. The actors are members of the 2015 Chautauqua 
Theater Company conservatory. At left, conservatory actor Matthew Baldiga 
performs in the play Trapped in a Fairy Tale, written by Abrielle Monaghan.

These budding playwrights 
could very well be the prodigies 
of Samuel Beckett and William 
Shakespeare, except that they 
are all third graders, and they’re 
part of the first-ever Young Play-
wrights Project, an initiative for 
local third-graders in Chautauqua 
Lake and M.J. Fletcher elementary 
schools.

On Monday, the nine students, 
including Great Bolloman, Ava 
Olson, Jenica Jones, Kylee Tolbert, 
Abrielle Monaghan and Gavin 
Cuoco, presented their original 
plays in front of an audience at 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall. The plays 
were directed by Chautauqua The-
ater Company’s Vivienne Benesch 
and Katie McGerr, and performed 
by CTC conservatory members. The 
program is a collaboration between 
Chautauqua Theater Company and 
Florida Studio Theatre, funded by 
Chautauquan and FST board mem-

ber Georgia Court.
“For a long time, it has been a 

wish to get the local and regional 
schools more involved with all the 
artistic programming in Chautau-
qua,” said Benesch, CTC artistic 
director. “This particular project 
has been a great initiation into 
a relationship with the schools 
here.” 

For the program, Benesch 
worked closely with FST Associate 
Director Kate Alexander.

The program had three stages: 
a two-day residency by FST teach-
ing artists at both schools, a winter 
Play Reading Workshop at Bell-
inger Hall with volunteers from 
Chautauqua Play Readers, and a 
final public presentation of the nine 
winning plays.

Associate Director of Program-
ming Deborah Sunya Moore said 
that the program will expand next 
season.

“Next year, we are planning to 
include the fourth-graders as well 
as Panama Elementary School,” she 
said.

Although the CTC conserva-
tory actors had very little rehearsal 
time, they delivered amusing per-
formances of living, nonliving and 
mythical creatures alike. The audi-
ence, including students, educators 
and members of CTC, left audito-
rium as a happy bunch.

CTC is currently in the middle of 
setting up for its season opener, Our 
Town, which opens Saturday, July 4. 
Their theme this year is “imagina-
tion.”

“What a kickoff to the sea-
son with the imagination of lo-
cal third-graders,” Benesch said. 
“Playwriting is a wonderful way 
to both activate your fantasy and 
work through your fears. And 
these kids have taken full advan-
tage of that.” See galleries, Page B2

Joshua BoucheR| Staff Photographers 
At left, Chautauqua Lake teacher Morgan McCheskey’s sixth grade 
class looks at “Untitled” by Thom Flynn at the Strohl Art Center. 
Flynn’s multimedia piece, on display as part of the 58th Chautauqua 
Annual Exhibition of Contemporary Art, is made from compressed 
paper. Above, sixth-grader Kira Erickson assembles stones to create 
a sculpture in the style of Brett Hunter’s “Anchors and Gears.” 
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galleries
from page B1

Joshua Boucher | Staff Photographer
at top, preston Dearing, a sixth grader at Chautauqua Lake Central School, discusses “This is art Not 
Industrial plans” by Hirsham Youssef. The sculpture reminded the students of toothpicks. above, Kira 
erickson, emily Baurer, Brinn mahjoulis and Lauren alfa assemble stones to create a sculpture in the 
style of Brett Hunter’s “anchors and gears.” Students were encouraged to consider negative space in 
their sculpture. at top right, Logan recchia, gallery assistant at the VaCI galleries, leads a discussion 
about Brice Brown’s “regal giant,” an aluminum sculpture outside the fowler-Kellogg art Center last 
Tuesday. Students said the sculpture reminded them of a fallen king.

Nor did the students 
merely observe the art. Dur-
ing the afternoon tour on 
Tuesday, they built their 
own as well, crafting cairn 
rock totems out of loose 
river-stones from the path to 
learn about negative space in 
sculptures.

“Anything hands on is 
really good for them,” Barie 
said while the children care-
fully balanced rocks to cre-
ate bridges, pyramids and 
towers.

Once in the gallery prop-
er, the students were equally 
enthusiastic about the pieces 
in the Exhibition of Contem-
porary Art. They examined 
a series of 100 paintings that 
had been stacked on top of 
each other, concealing all 
but the top painting. The 
children took turns theoriz-
ing about what the other 99 
pictures might be — smaller 
versions of the top one? The 
same design, but in different 
colors?

After, a few girls began 
an earnest discussion of the 
angles and reflections in a 
painting of a pane of glass, 
while others puzzled over 
an untitled work made of old 
posters and billboards.

The kids seemed most 
excited, however, over “Do-
mestic Vacation,” which 
depicts Blackmon’s various 
brothers, sisters, nieces and 
nephews in staged photo-
graphs.

Some of the students were 
puzzled by a lack of adults in 
the pictures.

“There should be parents 
sitting outside, because there 
are so many kids,” one said, 
referring to a photo where 
children seem to be ordering 
their own furniture. 

When the tour guide sug-
gested that maybe the pho-
tograph depicts a world in 
which children, not adults, 
rule, one boy let out a gasp.

A few of the children had 
oddly specific interpreta-
tions of the artwork. In a 
photograph titled “Liftoff,” 
a boy in his underwear with 
oversized earphones in-

haled sharply.
“He looks like he just 

woke up and started listen-
ing to music and got scared,” 
one girl said.

Nor did all the children 
take the tour entirely seri-
ously. One, when asked 
about the similarities be-
tween two pictures said, 
“they were both drawn by 
artists.”

Most, though, stayed 
engaged through the last 
sculpture — a final Brett 
Hunter piece titled “ARK,” a 
half-steel, half-granite arch. 
One girl thought it looked 
like a wedding arch, another 
boy was reminded of a pair 
of legs. 

None of them mentioned 
unicorns.

“By the questions these 
kids ask, they were very in-
terested and learned some-
thing,” Arnie Bellowe said. 
“It’s a great opportunity to 
get them inside the gate. … 
I would hope that these kids 
grow up to remember this 
tour and come to Chautau-
qua as adults.” 
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kara taylor
Staff Writer

although General and ar-
tistic Director Jay Lesenger 
has decided this will be his 
last season with the Chautau-
qua Opera Company, he still 
plans for a summer of exciting 
productions. 

this season’s major pro-
ductions are Giuseppe Ver-
di’s Macbeth and Pyotr Ilyich 
tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin. 
Lesenger said in previous 
years the operas were some-

times part of a larger theme; 
there may not be an actual 
theme for this season’s pro-
ductions, but there is a com-
mon link connecting the op-
eras — written letters.

“We used to perform four 
operas, and with four operas 
you can develop a theme, but 
with two operas the theme is 
a lot shorter,” Lesenger said. 
“But both operas involve re-
percussions of letters, and the 
brochures and posters reflect 
this.”

In the original shakespeare 

play, Lady Macbeth receives a 
letter revealing the prophecy 
of Macbeth’s life and how it 
will change. the letter in Eu-
gene Onegin is written by ta-
tiana, a russian country girl, 
who confesses her love to a 
man that she barely knows but 
fell in love with. he rejects her.

Lesenger said his reper-
tory decision was based on the 
singers, recent productions 
and what the Chautauqua 
community will enjoy.

redoing repertory is ac-
ceptable with a 10- to 15-year 

gap, Lesenger said, and Mac-
beth was last done in 2002.

“Macbeth will be in the 
amphitheater, and it is well 
known as the shakespeare 
play,” he said. “We want to fill 
the amphitheater.”

In 2010 the opera company 
began performing only two 
operas. In an attempt to make 
the best of the new structure, 
Lesenger moved each season’s 
first opera to the Amphithe-
ater for the first time.

”I would get more people 
in the amphitheater in one 

night than I would in Norton 
hall for two or three nights,” 
he said.

Lesenger staged Eugene 
Onegin about eight years ago 
in Norway, and was inspired 
by the beauty of the piece.

“It has not been done here 
since the 1970s and I believe 
the audience will love it,” he 
said.

among the two main pro-
ductions this season, there are 
more opportunities to explore 
the world of opera at Chautau-
qua Institution. On thursdays, 

the Young artists Program 
performs an art song recital 
in the hall of Christ. a Family 
Friendly Opera revue takes 
place every Monday in smith 
Wilkes hall, and Musical the-
ater revues are on tuesdays in 
Elizabeth s. Lenna hall.

“I think opera at Chautau-
qua is very user-friendly, and 
it is a great place for young 
people to first experience op-
era,” Lesenger said. “We have 
a terrific staff and group of 
singers this year. I am very 
proud of that.”

hayley ross
Staff Writer

From lectures to perfor-
mances, both classical and 
contemporary, Chautauqua 
Institution and its dance pro-
gram provides something 
for dance lovers of every 
kind this season. 

the Charlotte Ballet, un-
der artistic direction of Jean-
Pierre Bonnefoux, will be in 
residence for the first seven 
weeks of the season. their 
stay will be jam-packed with 
five performances, including 
the annual “Evening of Pas 
de Deux” and “Dance Inno-
vations” and performances 
with the Chautauqua sym-
phony Orchestra — includ-
ing the 2015 inter-arts collab-
oration of Carmina Burana, to 
be performed on July 25 and 
aug. 15. 

Mark Diamond, associate 
artistic director of the school 
of Dance, said the season 
gets extremely busy with a 
different show almost every 
week; however, he enjoys 
being able to present both 
classical and contemporary 
work, some of which has 
never been seen by an audi-
ence before. 

Chautauqua school of 
Dance offers a variety of pro-
grams for students of all ages 
interested in furthering their 
dance studies. 

the youngest are the 

Workshop I dancers, ages 
11 to 12, who will be on the 
grounds from June 28 to July 
11. at the end of their pro-
gram, the students will hold 
a studio performance at the 
Carnahan-Jackson Dance 
studio. Workshop II dancers, 
ages 13 to 14, will perform in 
two student galas in the am-
phitheater during their five-
week program.

Older dancers in the Com-
pany apprentice Program 

and the Chautauqua Festival 
Dancers will have multiple 
performances throughout 
their seven-week stay. 

the oldest group, the 
Company apprentice danc-
ers, will have the opportuni-
ty to take professional com-
pany classes and perform 
with the Charlotte Ballet. 
Only eight girls and four 
boys are chosen for this pres-
tigious program each year. 

Diamond said the Com-

pany apprentices are espe-
cially important in larger 
performances  because the 
Charlotte Ballet does not 
bring itsentire company to 
Chautauqua.

Company apprentices 
and Festival Dancers will 
perform together with the 
Music school Festival Or-
chestra in July in the amp, in 
the two sunday student ga-
las, and in a choreographic 
workshop at the Carnahan-
Jackson Dance studio in au-
gust. 

Many of the season’s per-
formances will be preceded 
by pre-performance lectures 
from dance professionals or-
ganized by the Chautauqua 
Dance Circle, a group that 
provides support for Chau-
tauqua Dance. 

Karin Dakin, president of 
the CDC said the pre-perfor-
mance lectures are always 
extremely well received by 
audiences. she said hearing 

about the inspiration behind 
the choreography, music and 
costumes from the choreog-
raphers makes her appreci-
ate the performance even 
more.

“It’s not something that 
audiences usually have ac-
cess to,” Dakin said. 

the CDC will host 10 lec-
tures this season: five pre-
performance lectures and 
five “Views on Pointe.” Each 
is an hour-long discussion 
and presentation on differ-
ent topics relevant to dance, 
featuring its guest speakers 
and faculty members of the 

Charlotte Ballet and school 
of Dance. 

One of the lectures will 
feature Patricia McBride, fac-
ulty member for Chautauqua 
school of Dance and recent 
Kennedy Center honoree. 
Dakin said there is height-
ened excitement for the sea-
son to celebrate McBride’s 
honor in Chautauqua.

Chautauqua Dance will 
begin its 2015 season with 
the Chautauqua Dance sa-
lon at 8:15 p.m. Friday in the 
amp, preceded by a CDC 
pre-performance lecture at 7 
p.m. in the hultquist Center. 

Christopher reCord | Submitted Photo
Anna Gerberich and Jordan Leeper, dancers with the Charlotte 
Ballet, perform in Dwight Rhoden’s “Peace Piece.”

Chautauqua dance looks forward to season of performances and lectures

Chautauqua 
Opera writeS 
letter for the 
2015 SeaSon

MeGAN tAN | file Photo 
Chautauqua Opera Company General and Artistic Director Jay Lesenger is entering his last season at the company’s helm  — a season filled with “exciting productions.” 



Page B4 The Chautauquan Daily ·  www.chqdaily.com  Weekend Edition, June 27 & 28, 2015

T H E  A R T S

ishani chatterji
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And let us, ciphers to this 
great account,

On your imaginary forces 
work.

 —Henry V, Shakespeare

The credit for Chautauqua 
Theater Company’s theme 
this year, “Imagination,” 
goes to William Shakespeare.

“This season is particular-
ly exciting to us because we 
are inviting our audiences to 
use their imaginations,” said 
Vivienne Benesch, artistic 
director of CTC. “The plays 
will compel the audience to 
engage with each production 
and not just be bystanders.”

CTC’s 32nd season boasts 
a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play, a Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning playwright, and the 
first-ever Shakespeare histo-
ry produced by the company.

Our Town opens the 
season Saturday, July 4. A 
Thornton Wilder classic, the 
play looks at the daily lives 
of Grover Corner’s citizens 
from 1901 to 1913, and will 
be directed by Paul Mull-
ins, who previously directed 
CTC’s You Can’t Take It With 
You in 2010.

“The cycle of life is expe-
rienced in its totality within 
the two-and-a-half hours 
of Our Town,” Benesch said. 
“You experience birth, love, 
marriage and death.”

Managing Director Sarah 
Clare Corporandy’s seasonal 
excitement is not so much 
to do with the popularity of 
the texts, but more to do with 
what the Chautauqua audi-
ence is about to experience on 
the Bratton Theater stage.

“We have some exciting 
things planned on the design 
front this year,” she said.

Our Town will be per-
formed on a traverse stage, 
wherein the audience will 
be seated on two sides of the 
performers, including on the 
stage itself.

“The idea of the play is 
more about the actors saying, 
‘We are with you, not acting 
at you,’ ” Benesch said.

In addition to the open-

ing classic, the season will 
also have Lynn Nottage’s In-
timate Apparel. Set in the Big 
Apple of 1905, the play tells 
the story of Esther, a seam-
stress. Benesch, who said 
this has been on her list for 
a long time now, is directing 
the play.

Shakespeare has been 
an important part of CTC’s 
seasons from the beginning. 
This is the first year that the 
company is producing a his-
tory, Henry V, which is also 
the inspiration behind the 
central theme of imagina-
tion. 

It is also director Evan 
Cabnet’s CTC debut.

Corporandy said she be-
lieves in giving the audience 

a whole range of the theater 
world, hence it is important to 
include the works of the Bard. 
But, Corporandy said, CTC is 
looking at the possibility of 
changing in the future.

“We are having conver-
sations about shifting away 
from Shakespeare,” Corpo-
randy said.

Besides the three big pro-
ductions, CTC will also pro-
duce The Engine of Our Ruin 
by Jason Wells and Afterlove 
by David West Read. Both 
of these plays were chosen 
from more than 150 submis-
sions and are a part of the 
Signature Staged Readings 
under the company’s New 
Play Workshops.

“We are firing on all cylin-

ders this year,” Benesch said. 
“We have added the Young 
Playwrights Project (See Page 
B1), a playwriting workshop 
for third-graders [as well as] 
Residency 9, which provides 
a different stage to a group of 
our alumni who have kept in 
touch.”

Corporandy said the sea-
son promises to be diverse 
and exciting this year and the 
audiences are in for a treat.

“I hope the audience be-
comes a part of our com-
munity for those two or 
three hours because there is 
no theater without the au-
dience,” Corporandy said. 
“They are a very important 
part of what we do and we 
want them to leave happy.”

georgie silvarole
Staff Writer

Exactly 148 musicians, vo-
calists and pianists will make 
their way to Chautauqua 
Institution this summer to 
study at the School of Music. 

The School of Music, 
known formally as the Chau-
tauqua Music Festival, is 
home to three student sec-
tions: the Music School Festi-
val Orchestra, the Voice Pro-
gram and the Piano Program. 
This season, Chautauquans 
can look forward to numer-
ous performances, recitals, 
concerts and master classes.

Oliver Dow, managing di-
rector of the School of Music, 
said a summer at Chautau-
qua allows students — whose 
ages range from late teens to 
early 30s — to focus solely on 
making music, which pushes 
them ahead in their careers. 
The Chautauqua atmosphere 
and the audience students 

have access to is crucial in 
this process, he added. 

“We’re trying to transi-
tion them,” Dow said. “An 
audience at an event is what 
is needed to take students to 
professionals.”

The Instrumental Program 
— the MSFO — is led by Mu-
sic Director Timothy Muffitt, 
and comprises about 80 stu-
dents. The MSFO will have 
six concerts in the Amphithe-
ater, all at 8:15 p.m. Mondays 
beginning July 6. The second 
half of the season changes up 
slightly to allow for the stu-
dents to break off into a cham-
ber music phase.

Voice Chair Marlena Ma-
las and Don St. Pierre, the 
Voice Program’s head coach, 
will lead around four dozen 
students. Lectures will also 
be given throughout the sea-
son, the first of which will be 
a talk regarding vocal health 
given by otolaryngologist 
Tom Abelson on Friday.

The Piano Program will 
see more than 20 participants, 
who will study with interim 
co-director John Milbauer. 
Master classes will be given 
through the Piano Program 
— pianist and professor Ev-
elyne Brancart kicks off the 
season with a recital on June 
30 and a master class on July 1. 

In addition to traditional 
programming within the 
School of Music, Dow said 
this year will be the third go 
at an inter-arts collaboration 
— this year, Carmina Burana.
Around 50 students from the 
instrumental, piano, voice, 
acting and arts programs 
have also opted to work to-
gether in small groups to cre-
ate a performance that blends 
their talents.

“There’s a clear excitement 
for it. We thought there would 
be but we didn’t know,” Dow 
said. “Can a set of people 
make something together? 
This is art in the making.”

CTC’s season all set to dazzle Chautauqua audience

School of Music welcomes students, heralds 2015 season

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer
At left, props for the upcoming show Our Town lay on a table in Brawdy Theater Studios. At right, actress Audrey Corsa gestures to other actors. The show opens 2:15 p.m. Saturday in Bratton Theater. 

AmANdA mAINGuy | File Photo
Music School Festival Orchestra students rehearse for a perfomance last summer. The 2015 MSFO’s 
first Amphitheater perfomance is 8:15 p.m. Monday, July 6.  
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Interfaith News
Compiled by meg viehe

Abrahamic Program                    
for Young Adults

the Abrahamic Program 
for young Adults, now in 
its 10th year, is comprised 
of Jewish coordinator Sam 
Kaye, Christian coordinator 
Heidi thorsen, female mus-
lim coordinator Alyshah 
Aziz and male muslim coor-
dinator taha El-nil.

APyA hosts a photo scav-
enger hunt at 7 p.m. mon-
day on the steps of Hurlbut 
Church. Participants are en-
couraged to bring a phone or 
camera. 

Baptist House

the Rev. Z. Allen Ab-
bott, interim minister of 
First Christian Church, Fort 
thomas, Kentucky, gives a 
sermon “Anything is Pos-
sible … if you Don’t Know 
What you’re talking About,” 
9:30 a.m. Sunday in Baptist 
House. 

Blessing and Healing                 
Daily Service

the Blessing and Heal-
ing service, sponsored by 
the Department of Religion, 
takes place at 10:15 a.m. 
weekdays in the Randell 
Chapel of the united Church 
of Christ headquarters. 

Chabad Lubavitch

Candle lighting is 8:40 p.m. 
Friday.

Shabbat Service is 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday at Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House. the torah 
reading is Chukat (num.19:1).

Kiddush follows at 12:15 
p.m. at the house.

Shabbat ends at 9:51p.m. 
Saturday.

Men’s Tefillin Club Power 
Breakfast for body and soul is 
9:30-10:30 a.m. Sunday at Zig-
don Chabad Jewish House. 

Rabbi Vilenkin presents 
“maimonides, a Guide to the 
Perplexed,” at 9:15 a.m. mon-
day in the Literary Arts Cen-
ter at Alumni Hall.

Join us for Shabbat 6:30 
p.m. Friday at the Athenaeum 
Hotel. the evening starts with 
a reception and presentation, 
“iran, What’s the Deal?” A 
four-course dinner follows. 
For reservations email rabbi@
cocweb.org or call 716-357-3467 
or 917-364-1013. meals are $36 
for adults and $18 for youth.

Chapel of the Good Shepherd

the Rev. Susan and Eric 
Williams preside at services 
of Holy Communion at 7:45 
and 9 a.m. Sunday in the 
Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd. the Rev. Virginia Carr, 
vicar of the chapel, leads a 
service of sung Compline 

at 9:30 p.m. Sunday nights 
throughout the season. 

Chautauqua Catholic  
Community

masses are 5 p.m. Satur-
day in the Hall of Philosophy, 
and 9:15 a.m. Sunday at in the 
Hall of Christ.

Rev. Frederick Richard 
“Rick” Lesser celebrates 
mass at 12:15 p.m. Sunday in 
the Hall of Philosophy. 

Daily mass is celebrated at 
8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. week-
days in the Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd.

Priests in residence this 
week are the Rev. norm 
Douglas, executive director 
of Heart to Heart Commu-
nications and university of 
Akron newman Campus 
ministry in Akron, ohio, 
and the Rev. William Don-
nelly, retired, now assisting 
priest at St. Ann’s Commu-
nity in Rochester, new york.

the Rev. todd Remick 
is spiritual advisor of the 
Chautauqua Catholic Com-
munity and pastor of St. 
mary of Lourdes in mayville 
and Bemus Point.

new host and hostess at 
the Catholic House on the 
corner of Palestine and the 
Brick Walk are Deacon Ron 
and Sylvia Daines.    

Chautauqua Dialogues

Chautauqua Dialogues 
provides an opportunity to 
participate in small group 
discussions based on the 
2 p.m. interfaith Lectures. 
the groups meet from 3:30 
to 5 p.m. Friday. Signups to 
participate in one of these 
facilitated group discus-
sions are immediately before 
or after the 2 p.m. lecture at 
the Hall of Philosophy tues-
day through thursday. this 
activity is sponsored by the 
Department of Religion.

Christian Science House

the Sunday service is 9:30 
a.m. at the Christian Science 
House. this week’s Bible les-
son is “Christian Science” 
and may be studied during 
the week in our reading room 
which is open 24/7 for reflec-
tion and prayer. All are wel-
come to read from our cur-
rent and archived periodicals 
and use our computer-based 
resources.

Disciples of Christ

the Rev. Jim Wheeler uses 
John 17: 20-23 for his commu-
nion meditation, “that they 
All may Be one,” at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday at the Disciples of 
Christ Headquarters House, 
32 Clark.

NOW Generation plans for engaging season
Bruce walton
Staff Writer

Since her first summer on the grounds in 
1987, Chautauqua institution has been Katie 
Prechtl Cooke’s “happy place.”

“Chautauqua provides a framework for cre-
ating a whole person — a person who values 
education and religion and the arts,” Cooke 
said. “it provides a home where children are 
free to explore all of these things as well as a 
space where running free and exploring is a 
real possibility.”

Cooke is the newest member of the noW 
Generation Advisory Council, a group of 
eight peers who plan activities geared to-
ward Chautauquans in their 20s and 30s, as 
well as young families. 

now in its second year, the council is 
chaired by John Haskell, and the group 
meets quarterly to explore how upcoming 

generations can sustain Chautauqua’s tradi-
tions and and channel new ideas to, as well 
as share evolving interests with, Chautau-
qua’s leadership. membership in the noW 
Generation is open to anyone of the appro-
priate age.

in addition to hosting several events during 
the summer, the council — along with a grow-
ing number of regional captains in select cities 
— are inviting members of the noW Genera-
tion to stay connected year-round. During the 
2014-2015 off-season, the captains hosted gath-
erings including a holiday ice skating party in 
new york City, an outing to the three Rivers 
Arts Festival in Pittsburgh, a bowling trip in 
Washington, D.C., and an afternoon of inter-
faith dialogue in Chicago. the event in Chi-
cago was presented in partnership with the 
interfaith youth Core, founded by Week one 
interfaith Lecturer Eboo Patel. 

this summer, the noW Generation kicks 
off the season with a new program for young 

families, hosted by Cooke and other advisory 
council members. A Wednesday morning Sto-
ry time and Activity Hour will be held from 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Wednesday at miller Park for 
families with newborns to toddlers. the pro-
gram will take place during Weeks two and 
three at the same time and location.

“i hope to help connect longtime Chau-
tauquans with new people embracing the 
Chautauqua experience for the first time,” 
Cooke said. “i also hope to bridge the gap 
between the freedom-filled summers of our 
youth and the challenging first few sum-
mers as a parent on the grounds.”

other events include:
• The NOW Generation’s annual presi-

dent’s reception at 5:30 p.m. Friday at the 
Chautauqua Golf Club, rain or shine.

• Exclusive NOW Generation reception 
with special guest Rossen milanov at 5:30 
p.m. Friday, July 10, at the Strohl Art Center.  

• A special NOW Gen discount for Eugene 

Onegin at 7:30 p.m. Friday, July 31, in norton 
Hall. (Coupon available on the noW Gen 
Facebook page, and redeemable at main 
Gate for 10 percent off orchestra seats.)

• NOW Generation “Summerfest” from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. Aug. 1 at the youth Activities 
Center at the youth Activities Center (after 
the old First night run).

megan Sorenson, associate director of 
the Chautauqua Fund and communications 
manager for the Chautauqua Foundation, 
acts as staff liaison for the group. She invites 
anyone who would like to learn more about 
the noW Generation — or is interested in 
volunteering — to contact her or attend one 
of the upcoming events.

For more information or to RSVP for these 
upcoming events, please visit the Facebook page 
(facebook.com/NOWGenCHQ) or contact Megan 
Sorenson, staff liaison, at 716-357-6243 or mso-
renson@ciweb.org

ECOC

the Ecumenical Com-
munity of Chautauqua will 
sponsor a Brown Bag at 12:15 
p.m. monday in the uCC 
Randell Chapel. the Rev. 
Cory Hartman, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in Hol-
lidaysburg, Pennsylvania, 
presents the story of man-
sfield French and Holiness, 
Abolition, and the move-
ment to Save the World.

Everett Jewish Life Center

The first of the Jewish Film 
Series is 3:30 p.m. Sunday in 
the Everett Jewish Life Center.

Rabbi Rosette Haim of 
temple tifereth israel in 
Cleveland speaks on “Strong 
Women in the Bible and their 
Place in modern Religious 
Life” at 3:30 p.m. monday in 
the EJLC.

Food Pantry Donations

Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing non-perishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
Donations may be dropped 
off at any time at the Scott en-
trance of Hurlbut Church.

Hebrew Congregation

the Hebrew Congregation 
of Chautauqua celebrates its 
55th year of serving the Chau-
tauqua community. For a com-
plete listing of our activities 
and programs, please check 
our website www.hebrewcon-
gregationchautauqua.org

Hurlbut Memorial                 
Community Church

A service of meditation, 
Scriptures, songs, prayers 
and Communion runs from 
8:30-9:15 a.m. Sunday at 
Hurlbut memorial Commu-
nity Church.

Hurlbut Church                       
Lemonade Stand

The stand serves coffee, 
lemonade, iced tea, sweet 
rolls, hot dogs, hamburgers 
and italian sausages 9:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Sunday on the side-

walk in front of Hurlbut me-
morial Community method-
ist Church.

Hurlbut Church Meal Ministry

the church serves lunch 
from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
weekdays, and dinner from 
5 to 7 p.m. each thursday 
evening during the season. 
the church is located on the 
corner of Scott and Pratt. 
The weekday lunches offer 
a choice of homemade soup 
and sandwich, soup and sal-
ad, turkey salad plate, fresh 
fruit plate, veggie wrap, 
or a special-of-the-day. All 
lunches are served with a 
beverage and a freshly baked 
cookie for $7. All proceeds 
from the meals benefit the 
mission and ministries of the 
Hurlbut Church.

International Order of the 
King’s Daughters and Sons

the ida A. Vanderbeck 
Chapel on Pratt is open to 
all for prayer and meditation 
from 9 a.m to 7 p.m. daily. 
this Chapel was built in 1963 
and has been available to the 
community ever since.

Labyrinth

Led by Wally and norma 
Rees and sponsored by the 
Department of Religion, an 
orientation is presented at 7 
p.m. every monday through-
out the season. 

this orientation includes 
a brief history on uses of the 
labyrinth. the Chautauqua 
Labyrinth, located next to 
turner Community Center, is 
accessible though the turner 
building or through the park-
ing lot, if arriving via Route 
394. there is bus and tram 
service to turner. Remember 
your Gate Pass. 

Lutheran House

the Revs. Ann Schmid 
and Steven Broome pastors 
of our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in mcmurray Penny-
slvania, preside at a service 

of Holy Communion at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday in the Lutheran 
House on the brick walk at 
the corner of Peck and Clark. 
mary Smaligo from Green-
burgs, Pennyslvania, is our 
accompanist.

the Lutheran House cel-
ebrates its 125th anniversary 
on the grounds and 90 years 
at the current location.

Metropolitan Community 
Church

the LGBt “meet and 
Greet” is at 6 p.m. Sunday 
on the porch of the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall. 

Presbyterian House

the Rev. todd Leach, as-
sociate pastor of missions 
at Shadyside Presbyte-
rian Church in Pittsburgh, 
preaches on “An unquench-
able thirst,” based on Exo-
dus 17:1-7, at the 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday worship in the Pres-
byterian House Chapel.

Presbyterian House in-
vites all Chautauquans for 
coffee on the porch following 
the weekday morning wor-
ship and preceding the 10:45 
a.m. lecture. 

Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers)

the Religious Society of 
Friends, Quakers, meets for 
worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
in the octagon Building on 
the corner of Cookman and 
Wythe.

Unitarian Universalist

the Rev. Frank Hall, min-
ister emeritus of the unitari-
an Church in Westport, Con-
necticut., preaches at the 9:30 
a.m. Sunday service in the 
Hall of Philosophy.

His topic is “the Long, 

Green Garden Hose.” music 
Director Ann Weber is joined 
by guest soloist Carlyn Kes-
sler, cello, in performing the 
music of mendelssohn and 
Kreisler.

the Rev. Hall participates 
in a talk-back session at 9:15 
a.m. monday. the venue will 
be announced at the Sunday 
service.

United Church of Christ

the Rev. Joseph Connolly, 
a native of new york City, 
leads worship at the 8:45 a.m. 
Sunday service at the united 
Church of Christ Headquar-
ters. His sermon titled “Some 
things Don’t Change,” draws 
on matthew 5:1-10. 

United Methodist

the Rev. Colleen Preun-
inger, chaplain at Hendrick’s 
Chapel at Syracuse univer-
sity, presides at the 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday service in the chapel. 
Her sermon title is “Literacy 
and Love.”

All are welcome to stop by 
for coffee weekdays between 
the morning worship and 
10:45 a.m. lecture.

to preorder a $7 lunch for 
tuesday’s chaplain chat, stop 
by the house or call 716-357-
2055 by monday. 

Unity of Chautauqua

the Rev. Doris Lewis of 
Victoria, Canada, and the 
Rev. Susan EngPoole and the 
Rev. Jack Poole of Louisville, 
Kentucky, lead the 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday service in the Hall 
of missions. the message is 
titled “unlimited Discoveries 
of Spiritual Literacy.”

unity holds a morning 
Daily Word meditation 8-8:30 
a.m. weekdays in the Hall of 
missions.
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Pianist Gena Bedrosian 
will present the “Sharing 
God’s Gift” Pre-Vespers pro-
gram at 4:30 p.m. Sunday in 
the Hall of Philosophy.

Bedrosian is a lifelong 
Chautauquan who has per-
formed since she was 11. Her 
early training included both 
organ and piano scholar-
ships at Chautauqua Institu-
tion. She is a life member of 
many Chautauqua organiza-
tions and has sung in Chau-
tauqua Choir for more than 
20 years. 

During her young adult 
years, Bedrosian put music 
on hold to train as a physi-
cian at University of South-
ern California, UCLA Har-
bor General Hospital and 
Johns Hopkins Hospital. She 
became one of the first thou-
sand emergency physicians 

to be board certified in the 
United States. Now retired 
from a 36-year career as an 
emergency physician, she 
has served as an expert med-
ical witness on hundreds of 
medical malpractice cases. 
She has lectured at Chautau-
qua and in Florida on emer-
gency medical decisions and 
the Affordable Care Act. 

Bedrosian and her hus-
band, Gary, also live in 
Naples, Florida, where 
she cares for her 93-year-
old mother. Bedrosian is a 
member of the Fort Myers 
Symphonic Mastersingers, 
performing numerous cho-
ral concerts annually. She 
performs classical organ, 
piano, hand bells and sa-
cred choral music in many 
venues in New York and 
southwestern Florida.

R E L I G I o N

Pianist Bedrosian 
to ‘Share God’s Gift’ 
at first Pre-Vespers

Bedrosian
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v i s u a l  a r t s

the strohl art Center is 
ready for a new season — 
and what a season it will be.

three exhibits are open-
ing sunday: the 58th an-
nual Exhibition of Contem-
porary art, “Politics in art,” 
and “Domestic vacations.”

the 58th annual Exhibi-
tion received about 500 en-
tries, but guest juror Hrag 
vartanian choose just 26 to 
be displayed. vartanian is 
the editor-in-chief and co-
founder of the popular art 
blog, Hyperallergic.

“I always try to find some-
one [to judge the exhibition] 
who has their hand in the 
mix,” said Don Kimes, ar-
tistic director of the visual 
arts at Chautauqua institu-
tion. “i wanted to get some-
one on the younger side … 
somebody who really has an 
impact on what people are 
reading.”

vartanian, born in syria, 
raised in Canada, and now 
residing in Brooklyn, fits 
the bill. Besides running 
Hyperallergic, he has been 
interviewed by national and 
international news agencies 
from Al Jazeera to NPr.

“He is everywhere — 
there have to be six of him,” 
Kimes said.

the exhibition itself is 
a diverse mix, including 
woodcut prints, paintings 
on canvas, mixed media and 
even embroidery. seven-
foot-long shish-kebab skew-
ers pierce old architectural 
plans in one corner, while a 
large ceramic beetle rests in 
another.

upstairs, the “Politics 
in art” show, curated by 
Kimes, is also an eclectic 
mix of art forms. Many of 
the pieces came from the 
galleries of Denise Bibro 
and Jim Kempner, both for-
mer jurors of the Chautau-
qua annual Exhibition.

On one wall hangs what 
Kimes calls the benign 
presidential portraits. John 
F. Kennedy, George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama 
are all represented. Most 
of the other pieces center 
around various themes — 
the environment, women’s 
rights, racism, police bru-
tality. there is a whole al-
cove devoted to anti-war 
materials.

Kimes makes special 
mention of Francisco Goya’s 
work, “the third of May, 
1808,” which art historian 
Kenneth Clark called “the 
first great picture which can 
be called revolutionary in 
every sense of the word, in 
style, in subject, and in in-
tention.”

While Goya’s painting, 
depicting Napoleonic sol-
diers shooting a Christ-like 
peasant, is not included in 
the show, it is reproduced as 
part of a modern work by the 
artist Phyllis Plattner, which 
she includes alongside imag-
es of abuse from abu Ghraib, 
prosthetic limbs and more.

While the exhibit does 
include pieces critical of 
the previous administra-
tion — including a series 
of mugshot-style photos of 
Bush, Dick Cheney and oth-
ers — Kimes had included 
pieces critical of the current 
administration as well.

“i am an equal oppor-
tunity pisser-offer,” Kimes 
said.

the most notable criti-
cism of the current admin-
istration, a 40-foot-long 
replica of a drone, has not 
yet arrived but will be sus-
pended outside the gallery 
Week Five.

Out of this broad range of 
topics and media, one piece 
that stands out particularly 
for Kimes is a three-panel 
painting in reaction to the 
death of Eric Garner, simply 
titled “i Can’t Breathe.”

“i think it’s beautiful 
and terrifying at the same 
time,” Kimes said. “it 
works on a formal level … 
the (political) statement is 
strong because of the art.”

Next to “Politics in art” 
is the collection of Julie 
Blackmon’s photographs, 
including some from her 
series “Domestic vaca-
tions” and her more recent 
work, “Homegrown.” the 
photos are of her brothers, 
sisters, nieces and neph-
ews, all highly staged with 
cinematic props and light-
ing. When Blackmon began 
her photography, she inten-
tionally distanced herself 
from more traditional doc-
umentary style work.

“i was doing it both 
ways [documentary and 
arranged photographs], 
and the work that was the 
strongest was the set up,” 
Blackmon said.

Blackmon is heavily in-
fluenced by painters, es-
pecially the 17th century 
Dutch painter Jan steen, 
who depicted chaotic tab-
leaus of everyday life.

“i just kind of got over 
thinking of myself as a pho-
tographer,” Blackmon said, 
and she allowed herself a 
much broader base of inspira-
tion.

Most of the pictures have 
few or no adults in them, mak-
ing children the central focus.

“i’m exploring the concept 
of the absent mother, present 
mother … [and] the mother 
who is too spacey to be a he-
licopter parent,” Blackmon 
said.

Blackmon’s photographs 
are whimsical — a disgrun-

Kebabs, drones and absent mothers: 
three shows open at Strohl Art Center
abe kenmore
Staff Writer

Provided Images
At top, “New Chair” by Julie Blackmon is part of the exhibition “Domestic Vacations” opening at the Strohl Art Center Sunday. At 
left, Blackmon’s “Airstream”, also part of the exhibition. At right, “Fire.” Blackmon’s photos of her brothers, sisters, nieces and 
nephews are all highly staged and cinematically lit. 

I’m exploring the 
concept of the absent 
mother, present 
mother … [and] 
the mother who is 
too spacey to be a 
helicopter parent.”

—JULIE BLACKMON
Photographer, “Domestic 

Vacations” and “Homegrown”

tled child being sprayed 
down with bug spray, a baby 
trying to feed a lollipop to a 
leopard rug — but there is 
an element of danger, too. 
in one picture, a boy pulls a 
plastic bag over his head, in 

another, kids stand around 
a bonfire without an adult 
in sight, one brandishing a 
flaming hotdog.

“i’ve always thought the 
funniest things had a dark 
side,” Blackmon said. “sick, 

funny, charming — they 
don’t seem like they should 
cross over, but they do.”

From the contemporary to 
the historical, from the whim-
sical to the horrific — these 
three shows cover a broad 

swath of the visual arts.
the 58th annual Exhibi-

tion of Contemporary art 
will run until July 20, “Poli-
tics in art” through august 
24 and “Domestic vacations” 
through July 26.
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c o m m u n i t y

New grounds supervisor blossoms into summer
john ford
Staff Writer

Betsy Burgeson’s eyes 
sparkled. 

“i love this job,” she said.  
chautauqua’s new super-

visor of gardens and land-
scapes has been on the job 
since the beginning of the 
year.

Growing up in Lakewood 
near the cummins plant, 
Burgeson is the daughter of 
a prominent Jamestown at-
torney and an elementary 
school teacher in the James-
town area. She earned a 
Bachelor of Science in earth 
science and biology educa-
tion and a master’s in sci-
ence secondary education 
at Fredonia. Burgeson then 
taught biology for seven 
years at Panama central 
in southern chautauqua 
county.

But Burgeson is a “third-
generation gardener,” and 
it was that love for gar-
dens, ecology and chau-
tauqua Lake that led her to 
the chautauqua Watershed 
conservancy, often known 
simply as the ’Shed.

there, from 2008 to 2009, 
she held a grant position 
that promoted outreach and 
greater public awareness of 
the effects of human activ-
ity on the health of chau-
tauqua Lake.

“i was a ‘ ’Sheducator,’ ” 
she said.

While “ ’sheducating” 
the public, Burgeson be-
came familiar with cornell 
university’s master Gar-
dener Volunteer program 
in chautauqua county. She 
was hired to direct the pro-
gram, which focused on 
recruiting volunteers to be 
trained and, in turn, spread 
the word about the benefits 
of soil health, composting 
and ecological landscaping. 

“We trained 85 master 
gardeners while i was with 
cornell,” Burgeson said. “i 
think 60 of them are still ac-
tive, despite the fact that the 
program has lost some of its 
funding. Some of our mas-
ter gardeners are members 
of the Bird, tree & Garden 
club. i learned a lot in that 
job about delegating and 
managing people. it was an 
invaluable experience.”

According to Burgeson, 
there’s a key to her work.

“Do what you love, and 
love what you do,” she said.

in the course of her work 
over the years, Burgeson 
crossed paths numerous 
times with former chautau-

Bria Granville | Staff Photographer
Supervisor of gardens and landscapes Betsy Burgeson spreads soil along the bank of Chautauqua Lake on Monday afternoon. Burgeson, who started in her position in 
January, said she views her position as an opportunity to not only plan and organize gardens but also work directly with people. 

qua Grounds, Gardens and 
Landscaping manager Ryan 
Kiblin, who passed away 
unexpectedly last summer.

“i certainly was well aware 
of Ryan’s contributions to the 
institution,” Burgeson said. 
“now that i am here, i have 
a much greater appreciation 
for her work. People see the 
wonderful gardens she cre-
ated. Less apparent to others, 
but critical to me, are the ex-
cellent records she kept. that 
has helped me a lot as i move 
into this job.”

Burgeson said there are 
many important elements 

to her job overseeing a staff 
of 35 seasonal  workers. 

“it’s coaching, leading, 
teaching, teamwork, vision, 
looking forward to our 
amazing gardens as they 
bloom — and fun,” she said.

Burgeson has organized 
her troops into five crews 
with two to seven members 
in each. they are respon-
sible for trimming hedges, 
mulching, deadheading, 
weeding and mowing, in 
addition to ongoing special 
projects, maintenance and 
unanticipated emergencies. 

“When chautauquans see 
our crews out and about on 
their jobs, we encourage their 
questions, which should best 
be directed to the crew lead-
ers in their distinctive green 
shirts,” Burgeson said. “the 
crew leaders will get mes-

sages to me as needed.”
the crews want people to 

report issues to them, too, 
Burgeson said.

“chautauquans can be 
our eyes and ears and alert 
us to problems,” she said. 
“A report just the other day 
helped us nip a potential 
problem in the bud — so to 
speak.”

Bria Granville | Staff Photographer
Garden Crew leaders Brenda Bane, Nate Waite, Betsy Burgeson, Hannah Schneider, Zack Haas and 
Don Dominick. Not pictured is Bryan Fish.

Burgeson is also available 
in her office across Route 394 
from the main Gate, but cau-
tions that she will often be 
out. 

“People can leave a note 
on my door or speak with 
our administrative assistant, 
Amy Hummel, if i am not 
around,” Burgeson said. 

travel and outdoor adven-
ture have long been a key 
component of Burgeson’s life. 
She has visited every state ex-
cept Alaska, and she worked 
summers during college as 
a hiking and backpacking 

leader in new Hampshire. 
She lived in new mexico for 
a while after college and took 
time out to go with her hus-
band, mark, on commercial 
construction jobs in Hawaii, 
Puerto Rico and colorado. 

Burgeson and mark, who 
is now a local construction 
contractor, have kids oliver, 
4, Lilian, 2, and Elsie, 1.  Her 
mom, now a retired school-
teacher, helps out. 

“i’d have to say my life is 
pretty full right now,” Burge-
son said. “i wouldn’t have it 
any other way.”

Daily multimedia editor Caitie McMekin produced a video 
supplement to this story. View it at our website, chqdaily.com.

watch /chqdaily @chqdaily
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l i t E r a r y  a r t s

WEEK FIVE / JULY 30 / 3:30 P.M.
S TAT I O N  E L E V E N 

b y  E m i l y  S t .  J o h n  M a n d e l

N a t i o n a l  B o o k  aw a r d  f i n a l i s t  E m i l y  s t .  J o h n  M a n d e l  i m a g i n e s 
a n  e e r i e  s t o r y  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ’ s 

c o l l a p s e .  M a n d e l ’ s  n o v e l  s p a n s  d e c a d e s  a n d  e x p l o r e s  t h e m e s 
o f  b e a u t y,  f a m e  a n d  n a t u r e .

truth and consequences

the Chautauqua lit-
erary and Scientific 
Circle’s salad days 
may be far behind 
it, but that doesn’t 
mean it’s wilting.

this year’s ClsC roster 
boasts numerous award win-
ners and buzzworthy titles, in-
cluding Pulitzer Prize winners 
and finalists, National Book 
Award winners and finalists, 
and multiple New York Times 
Notable Books.

it also includes the winner 
of this year’s Pulitzer Prize for 
Fiction: anthony Doerr’s All the 
Light We Cannot See.

sherra Babcock, vice presi-
dent and Emily and richard 
smucker Chair 
for Education, 
said that it’s 
the first time 
since she’s been 
in her role that 
the current 
Pulitzer Prize 
winner has 
been part of 
the ClsC selec-
tions.

Doerr’s pre-
sentation on his 
book, which 
will take place 
in the amphi-
theater rather 
than the Hall of 
Philosophy in 
order to accom-
modate a larger 
audience, will 
take place at 
12:15 p.m. Fri-
day, aug. 14. 

according to 
Babcock, many 
of the accolades that the ClsC 
books received happened after 
they had already been chosen 
for the 2015 season.

“looking at the award win-
ners is rather amazing,” she 
said. “that’s not the way we 
chose it, but that is the way it 
came out.”

Babcock said the breadth 
and variety of this year’s ClsC 
selections also offers readers a 
unique opportunity — and one 
that’s a little different than nor-
mal for the ClsC.

“[Chautauquans] have an 
opportunity to read some of the 
most important literature that’s 
been written in the very recent 
past,” Babcock said. “and that 
is not always our goal — we’ve 
always had a combination of 
brand new books and books 
that are a few years old.”

Babcock said opportunity 
was a big part of the process 
when making this year’s se-

lections, especially with Erik 
larson’s Dead Wake: The Last 
Crossing of the Lusitania and Jon 
Krakauer’s Missoula: Rape and 
the Justice System in a College 
Town, both of which are 2015 
releases.

“We’re getting ahead of our-
selves in terms of timing with 
Erik larson and Jon Krakauer,” 
Babcock said. “those are 2015 
books. We reached out to them 
when we read the books, before 
they got all of their critical ac-
claim. that’s one thing: the op-
portunity to read some books 
that are really on the cutting 
edge that people are talking 
about right now.”

larson and Krakauer will 
also be incor-
porated into the 
morning lec-
ture platforms. 
Krakauer will 
speak on Friday, 
July 10, and lar-
son will speak 
on Wednesday, 
aug. 5.

K ra k auer ’s 
presentation on 
Missoula is set 
to be his first 
public reading 
of the book. 

B a b c o c k 
said that both 
larson and 
K r a k a u e r ’ s 
books fit per-
fectly with 
the themes of 
their respec-
tive weeks, and 
that’s why they 
were incorpo-
rated into the 

ClsC selections for this year.
“Every book is related in 

some way to the themes — 
some more obvious than oth-
ers,” Babcock said. “We think 
that that’s a wonderful way of 
looking at literature. the idea 
that you can learn about issues 
by reading literature is one that 
we like to reinforce.”

Babcock said that choosing a 
more “spacious” vertical theme, 
“truth and Consequences,” al-
lowed a little more “room” for 
this year’s selections, but she 
also feels it’s one that unites 
many different books. 

“it just came to us,” Bab-
cock said. “We thought about it 
and we tested it in our minds, 
but it was something that just 
seemed fairly obvious of litera-
ture and fairly important — to 
ask everybody in every book 
they read this year, ‘What is the 
truth, and what are the conse-
quences?’ ”

ryan pait
Staff Writer

WEEK ONE / JULY 2 / 3:30 P.M.

T H E  S O U N D S  O F  P O E T RY
b y  R o b e r t  P i n s k y

F o r m e r  U . s .  p o e t  l a u r e a t e  r o b e r t 
P i n s k y  i n t r o d u c e s  r e a d e r s  t o  t h e 

“ v o c a l ”  a n d  “ b o d i l y ”  a r t  o f  p o e t r y 
w i t h  T h e  S o u n d s  o f  P o e t r y .  Wi t h 

e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  a u r a l  e l e m e n t  o f 
p o e t r y,  P i n s k y  t e a c h e s  r e a d e r s  a b o u t 

c o m p o n e n t s  o f  p o e t r y  l i k e  a c c e n t , 
s y n t a x ,  a n d  l i k e  a n d  u n l i k e  s o u n d 

u s i n g  e x a m p l e s  f r o m  s o m e  o f  t h e 
w o r l d ’ s  m o s t  f a m o u s  p o e t s .

WEEK TWO / JULY 9 / 3:30 P.M.
D E V I L  I N  T H E  G R O V E

Thurgood Marshall ,  the 
Groveland Boys and the Dawn of 

a  New America
b y  G i l b e r t  K i n g s

P u l i t z e r  P r i z e  w i n n e r  G i l b e r t  K i n g 
e x p l o r e s  J i m  C r o w - e r a  F l o r i d a , 
r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  s t o r y  o f 
t h e  “ G r o v e l a n d  B o y s ”  a n d  h o w 

t h u r g o o d  M a r s h a l l  g o t  i n v o l v e d . 
K i n g  u s e s  n e v e r - b e f o r e - p u b l i s h e d 

m a t e r i a l  f r o m  t h e  F B i  a n d  N a a C P  t o 
b o l s t e r  t h i s  h e a d y  s t o r y.

C L S C  2 0 1 5 SELECTIONS

t H i s  y E a r ’ s  C l s C  r o s t E r  B o a s t s  a C C l a i M E D  W o r K s , 
W i t H  a M o r E  s Pa C i o U s  t H E M E

 JULY 10 / 10:45 A.M.
M I S S O U L A

Rape and the Justice  System in a 
College Town

b y  J o n  K r a k a u e r

r e n o w n e d  n o n f i c t i o n  w r i t e r  J o n 
K r a k a u e r  d e l i v e r s  a  m e t i c u l o u s 

d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e 
i s s u e  o f  c a m p u s  r a p e ,  l o o k i n g  a t 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n t a n a  a s  a n 

e p i c e n t e r.  K r a k a u e r ’ s  p r e s e n t a t i o n 
w i l l  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  m o r n i n g  l e c t u r e 

s e r i e s  i n  t h e  a m p h i t h e a t e r.

WEEK THREE / JULY 14 / 3:30 P.M.

S O M E O N E
b y  A l i c e  M c D e r m o t t

P r e v i o u s  C l s C  a u t h o r  a l i c e 
M c D e r m o t t  p r e s e n t s  t h e  s t o r y  o f 
a  l i f e  i n  S o m e o n e  —  a s  w e l l  a s  a n 

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  i r i s h - a m e r i c a n 
c u l t u r e  w i t h  h e r  s i g n a t u r e  d e p t h 

a n d  i n s i g h t .

WEEK FOUR / JULY 23 / 3:30 P.M.

T H E  O P P O S I T E  O F 
L O N E L I N E S S

Essays and Stories
b y  M a r i n a   K e e g a n

p r e s e n t e d  b y  A n n e  F a d i m a n

a n n e  F a d i m a n  p r e s e n t s  t h e  l a t e 
M a r i n a  K e e g a n ’ s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e s s a y s 

a n d  s t o r i e s .  K e e g a n  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
ya l e  i n  2 0 1 2  a n d  d i e d  t r a g i c a l l y  f i v e 

d a y s  l a t e r,  b u t  s h e  l e f t  b e h i n d  a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  b o d y  o f  w o r k .  F a d i m a n 

w a s  K e e g a n ’ s  t e a c h e r  a n d  w r o t e 
t h e  f o r e w o r d  f o r  T h e  O p p o s i t e  o f 

L o n e l i n e s s .

WEEK SIX / AUGUST 5 / 10:45 A.M.
D E A D  WA K E
the last Crossing of the lusitania
b y  E r i k  L a r s o n

B e s t - s e l l i n g  n o n f i c t i o n  a u t h o r  E r i k 
l a r s o n ’ s  D e a d  W a k e  t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y 
o f  t h e  d o o m e d  r M s  l u s i t a n i a , 
w h i c h  w a s  s u n k  b y  a  G e r m a n  U - b o a t 
w h i l e  c a r r y i n g  a  r e c o r d  n u m b e r 
o f  c h i l d r e n  a n d  i n f a n t s .  U s i n g  h i s 
s i g n a t u r e  s t y l e ,  l a r s o n  c r e a t e s  a 
t h r i l l i n g  t a l e  f r o m  a  t r a g i c  p i e c e  o f 
h i s t o r y.  l a r s o n ’ s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l 
b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  m o r n i n g  l e c t u r e 
s e r i e s  i n  t h e  a m p h i t h e a t e r.

WEEK NINE / AUGUST 27 / 3:30 P.M.
T H E  H U M A N  A G E
The World Shaped by Us
b y  D i a n e  A c k e r m a n

P u l i t z e r  P r i z e  f i n a l i s t  D i a n e 
a c k e r m a n  e x p l o r e s  t h e  e f f e c t s  a n d 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  t h a t  o n e  s p e c i e s  — 
H o m o  s a p i e n s  —  h a s  h a d  o n  t h e 
p l a n e t .  a c k e r m a n  e x a m i n e s  t h e  w a y s 
t h a t  w e ’ v e  c h a n g e d  a n d  a l t e r e d 
t h e  p l a n e t ,  b o t h  f o r  b e t t e r  a n d  f o r 
w o r s e .

WEEK EIGHT / AUGUST 20 / 3:30 P.M.

THIRTEEN DAYS IN 
SEPTEMBER
Carter,  Begin and Sadat  at  Camp 
David
b y  L a w r e n c e  W r i g h t

l a w r e n c e  Wr i g h t ,  a  s t a f f  w r i t e r  f o r 
T h e  N e w  Yo r k e r ,  r e v i s i t s  t h e  h i s t o r y 
o f  C a m p  D a v i d  i n  T h i r t e e n  D a y s  i n 
S e p t e m b e r .  H e  e x a m i n e s  t h e  e f f e c t 
J i m m y  C a r t e r,  M e n a c h e m  B e g i n  a n d 
a n w a r  s a d a t  a l l  h a d  o n  t h e  h i s t o r i c 
p e a c e  t r e a t y  t h e y  s i g n e d  —  o n e  t h a t 
s t i l l  e x i s t s  t o d a y.

WEEK SEVEN / AUGUST 14 / 12:15 P.M.
A L L  T H E  L I G H T  W E 
C A N N O T  S E E
b y  A n t h o n y  D o e r r

2 0 1 5  P u l i t z e r  P r i z e  f o r  F i c t i o n 
w i n n e r  a n t h o n y  D o e r r  t e l l s  t h e 
i n t e r t w i n e d  t a l e s  o f  M a r i e - l a u r e 
a n d  We r n e r,  t w o  c h i l d r e n  g r o w i n g 
u p  i n  E u r o p e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  Wo r l d 
Wa r  i i .  i n i t i a l l y  s e p a r a t e ,  t h e  t w o 
b e c o m e  i n e x t r i c a b l y  c o n n e c t e d 
t h r o u g h  c o n s e q u e n c e .  D o e r r ’ s  C l s C 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  i n  t h e 
a m p h i t h e a t e r.

AUGUST 6 / 3:30 P.M.
D E E P  D O W N  D A R K :
The Untold Stories  of  33  Men 
Buried in a  Chilean Mine,  and 
the Miracle  That  Set  Them Free
b y  H é c t o r  To b a r

P u l i t z e r  P r i z e - w i n n i n g  j o u r n a l i s t 
H é c t o r  to b a r  t e l l s  t h e  t a l e  o f 
3 3  m i n e r s  t h a t  w e r e  t r a p p e d  f o r 
a  r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g  6 9  d a y s  i n 
D e e p  D o w n  D a r k .  to b a r  r e c e i v e d 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m i n e r s 
a n d  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  b o o k .

“We thought about 
it and we tested it in 
our minds, but it was 
something that just 
seemed fairly obvi-
ous of literature and 
fairly important — to 
ask everybody in 
every book they read 
this year, ‘What is the 
truth, and what are the 
consequences?’

—SHERRA BABCOCK
Vice President and Emily and 

Richard Smucker Chair for 
Education
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CLSC Young Readers program 
turns page, welcomes 2015 season

Despite only nine weeks 
in the season, the Chautau-
qua Literary and Scientific 
Circle young readers pro-
gram includes 11 books for 
the summer — classic favor-
ites about boyhood, riveting 
accounts of surviving reli-
gious extremism, well-loved 
fairy tales and page-turning 
mystery novels.

“i certainly think we’re in 
a cultural movement where 
young adult literature is 
thriving, and i think it has 
a real respect for readers of 
all ages,” said Matt Ewalt, as-
sociate director of Education 
and youth services.

Ewalt compiled the 2015 
selection of works for the 
CLsC young readers pro-

gram with the help of de-
partment colleagues. the 
program aims to inspire dis-
cussion and literary analysis 
in children aged 9–14, and 
meets at various locations at 
4:15 p.m. each Wednesday of 
the season. the program has 
no fee or sign-up require-
ment, and although parents 
are welcome, it is primarily 
designed to engage children.

Participants are encour-
aged to have read the book 
before each week’s program, 
but it is not required. For 
about 10 to 15 minutes there 
will be a book discussion, 
followed by an activity that 
reinforces the book’s themes 
and central ideas.

The summer kicks off 
with Jen Bryant’s The Right 
Word: Roget and His Thesau-
rus, with illustrations by Me-

georgie silvarole
Staff Writer

Ruby Wallau | Staff Photographer
A selection of books chosen for the 2015 Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle Young Readers program are on display at the 
Chautauqua Bookstore.

lissa sweet. the biography-
turned-children’s-book fits 
in with Week One’s theme, 
“21st-Century Literacies.” 

Week six’s selection — 
The True Blue Scouts of Sugar 
Man Swamp by Kathi ap-
pelt — is a telling of two 
raccoons’ journey to protect 
their swamp from humans 
who want to turn their home 
into a theme park, and it falls 
into the theme of “Vanish-
ing.” the ideas of conserva-
tion and environmentalism 
are reinforced not only by 
the discussion but also by 
the wetlands exhibit that 
will follow, Ewalt said.

“triggering that process 
of literary analysis in their 
minds and also challenging 
the books [they’re reading] is 
important,” he said. 

Other titles include s.E. 
Hinton’s The Outsiders and 
The Crossover by Kwame al-
exander in Week two, sonia 
Nazario’s Enrique’s Journey in 
Week three, and I am Malala 
by Malala yousafzai in Week 
Eight. 

although getting children 

to read during their summer 
vacations would seem im-
possible, Ewalt said that isn’t 
the hardest part.

“Because of the moment 
we’re in with such exciting 
literature published year af-
ter year, the difficulty is in 
choosing only one,” Ewalt 
said. “For most who will par-
ticipate in the program, they 
are already active readers.”

a new program this year 
called Education Day, which 
allows Chautauqua County 
school teachers, staff and 
students a free gate pass on 
Wednesdays, will hopefully 
inspire more young readers 
to attend the program, Ewalt 
said. 

“What i would love would 
be for our young readers 
program to be welcoming to 
kids from all over the coun-
ty,” Ewalt said. “as with any-
thing involving community 
outreach, it’s not only getting 
the word out, but demonstrat-
ing this isn’t just a gesture but 
rather our firmly believing 
that kids from the county will 
make the program better.”

12th annual Writers’ Festival 
is a pre-season success

the Chautauqua Writ-
ers’ Festival might be turn-
ing 13 next year, but it’s no 
tempestuous teenager.

For co-director sherrie 
Flick, heading up the festi-
val was nothing but fun.

“One of the participants 
said to me, ‘Oh, you guys 
must work so hard,’ ” Flick 
said. “and i was like, ‘Oh, 
yeah; i’m getting paid for 
this.’ you’re having a great 
time doing what you love 
with people you respect 
and admire — it’s just a 
fantastic situation.”

the 12th iteration of the 
festival, which was held 
at Chautauqua institution 
from June 18 to 21 during the 
late pre-season, welcomed a 
number of acclaimed and 
award-winning writers to 
teach writing workshops, 
host readings and panel dis-
cussions and provide one-
on-one time with student 
writers.

this year’s faculty in-
cluded tony Hoagland 
and tim seibles for po-
etry, Jane McCafferty and 
Aimee Parkison for fiction 
and steve almond and Lia 
Purpura for nonfiction. 
there was also a new ad-
dition this year: songwrit-
ing, with singer-songwriter 
scott Minar.

Lori Jakiela, another co-
director, said the process 
of selecting and securing 
workshop leaders was re-
laxed by having Flick and 
co-director Philip terman 
as her partners in organiz-
ing the festival.

“all the co-directors, 
we’re all writers, so we 
all have our own sense of 
the community and our 
genres,” Jakiela said. “We 
all picked writers whose 
work we really love, that we 
admire and that we think 
are lovely people. We really 
want to build that sense of 
community and keep that 
going.”

Jakiela said her long-
standing friendships with 
terman and Flick also 
soothed any of the nerves 
she had about organizing 
the festival.

“i wish every day of my 
working life could be like 
the experience i had plan-

ning the festival,” she said. 
“We worked really well to-
gether. it was a lot of work 
and a lot of fun, too. a lot of 
laughing. Not a lot of jobs 
have that kind of joy.”

all three co-directors 
agreed that the addition of 
the songwriting workshop 
was a great one, and one 
that terman hopes to con-
tinue with future versions 
of the festival. 

terman started the fes-
tival after a student float-
ed the idea when he was 
teaching a workshop at the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Cen-
ter. He thought Chautau-
qua would be the perfect 
place for a festival.

“Chautauqua has such 
a great name, recognition 
and history and i thought 
they’d be interested,” ter-
man said. “it turned out 
they were.”

the addition of the song-
writing workshop also 
brought another boon to 
the festival: “the Hoots.” 
after readings each eve-
ning, students and faculty 
would go down to the Pier 
Building to play music and 
sing songs together.

“Kind of like a hoote-
nanny,” terman said.

Besides the Hoots, ter-
man, Flick and Jakiela 
also emphasized the atmo-
sphere of the festival as be-
ing one of absolute positiv-
ity.

“i really feel like the ex-
perience was so positive 
and it was about creation, 
improvisation and writing 
instead of being about the 
failures of the industry,” 
Flick said. “it was the re-
ally positive side of it all. 
and i think sometimes we 
forget to focus on that. and 
i think we really did that 
this year.”

Certain faculty readings 
also gave the co-directors 
a way to personally reflect, 
especially Jakiela. she said 
she hadn’t heard Hoagland 
read for more than a de-
cade.

“My husband and i, our 
first date was at a Tony 
Hoagland reading 15 years 
ago, so it was really excit-
ing,” Jakiela said. “tony’s 
one of my favorite poets, so 
it was exciting to get to hear 
him read. and he just blew 
the roof off the place.”

ryan pait
Staff Writer



Ryan Pait
Staff Writer

The Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center is welcoming a large 
and diverse group of writers 
for the 2015 season.

For Clara Silverstein, pro-
gram director of the Writers’ 
Center, variety and balance 
is key to keeping the experi-
ence of the program fresh.

“We try to offer something 
a little bit new each year,” 
Silverstein said. “We never 
have people come two years 
in a row. We always have a 
rotating group of writers.”

Those writers include two 
writers-in-residence for ev-
ery week of the season. Each 
week, the poet-in-residence 
and prose-writer-in-resi-
dence lead several programs. 
Besides their workshops, 
they also give Brown Bag 
lectures on Tuesdays and 
Fridays and give public read-
ings of their work on Sun-
days.

The Writers’ Center also 
hosts open mics for the 
community on Sundays in 
the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Ballroom.

Silverstein said she is es-
pecially excited about new 
formats for some of the class-
es this year, such as Zayd 
Dohrn’s special playwriting 
workshop in Week One and 
Joe Kita’s workshop in Week 
Nine. Kita’s workshop will 
offer students the chance to 
take single or multiple days 
of classes.

“Sometimes people don’t 
want to sign up for a whole 
week, and this way they can 
take different things accord-
ing to the subjects that inter-
est them,” Silverstein said.

The writers’ Brown Bag 
lectures planned for the sea-
son should provide plenty 
of avenues for new thought 
and reflection for attendees 
as well, the program director 
said.

“What someone can al-
ways find during any of our 
Brown Bag lectures is some 
aspect of literature, in a very 
broad sense, that’s going 
to make them think more 
about the craft of writing,” 
Silverstein said. “It could 
be a lecture about an indi-
vidual writer whose works 
somebody admires. It could 
be something about how 
writers find ideas. It’s very 
broadly based.”

Silverstein hopes that the 
Writers’ Center experience 

will provide students with 
“models of excellence” that 
can inspire their own work 
and improve their own work.

“I also want them to bring 
in their work and think 
about strategies for revising 
it — making it reach its audi-
ence better, rethinking what 
they’re trying to say, see-
ing what is connecting with 
other readers, and having 
some guidance from a pub-
lished author,” Silverstein 
said. “I want them to leave 
with ideas for revising and 
improving their work.” 

Week One

The 2014 season kicks off 
with visits from Kristin Ko-
vacic, Chard deNiord and 
Zayd Dohrn.

Kovacic, author of Birth: 
A Literary Companion, will 
lead a course on examining 
and interpreting personal 
photographs. The workshop, 
“What You Can’t See In This 
Picture: Unpacking Family 
Photographs,” will encour-
age students to use fam-
ily photographs as a starting 
point for their writing.

Poet-in-residence de-
Niord, who has authored 
five books of poetry, will 
lead a workshop called “Tell-
ing Secrets to Yourself.” The 
workshop will be focused on 
examining personal land-
scapes as a way of finding 
and creating poetry.

Playwright Zayd Dohrn 
will lead a special playwrit-
ing workshop in Week One 
as well, called “The Great 
American Drama: Writing 
for Theater, Film, and TV.” 
Dohrn’s workshop will help 
writers of all types under-
stand the basics of drama 
and conflict and how it can 
inform a story. Dohrn is also 
the recipient of the Chautau-
qua 2015 New Play Commis-
sion.

 Week Two

J. David Stevens, a profes-
sor of English and creative 
writing at the University of 
Richmond as well as an es-
sayist, will lead a workshop 
called “From Notion to Nar-
rative: Finding the Right 
Form.” Stevens’ workshop 
will focus on the questions 
that writers of both fiction 
and nonfiction must ask 
themselves when writing.

Gabriel Welsch, author of 
four collections of poetry, 
will head a workshop on po-
etry called “Writing Time.” 

Welsch plans to discuss how 
poets can explore longer pe-
riods of time in their work, 
rather than just passing mo-
ments.

Week Three 

Lynne Griffin, author of 
Girl Sent Away and Nego-
tiation Generation, will lead 
a workshop on tension titled 
“At Stake: Building Tension 
in Fiction.” Griffin will share 
different ways of creating 
risk, conflict and possibility 
in writing with her students.

Poet-in-residence Danielle 
Legros Georges, author of 
Maroon, will lead a workshop 
called “Poetic Forms: Famil-
iar and Foreign.” Georges 
plans to examine the histori-
cal and cultural origins of 
different poetic forms and 
how students can use them 
in their own work.

Week Four

Jay Stetzer is a profes-
sional storyteller, and his 
workshop, “The Craft of the 
Oral Tradition” will teach 
students about the origin of 
oral performance and narra-
tion. Stetzer’s workshop will 
focus on the skills needed to 
create impactful storytelling. 

Marjory Wentworth, the 
Poet Laureate of South Caro-
lina, will lead a workshop 
called “Beyond the Head-
lines.” Wentworth and her 
students will craft poems 
that are inspired by head-
lines, articles and photo-
graphs.

 Week Five

Susan Choi, author of the 
2004 Pulitzer Prize finalist 
American Woman, will lead a 
workshop on writing about 
place. The workshop, called 
“The Role of Place,” will 
teach students how impact-
ful place can be on a story’s 
characters and structure.

Joan Murray, author of 
Swimming for the Ark: New 
& Selected Poems 1990-2015, 
will examine “sticky sub-

jects” with her students in 
her workshop, “Quicksand 
Poems: Politics, Religion, 
Sex, Secrets.” Murray and 
her students will explore the 
topics people are often dis-
couraged from writing about 
and how to tackle them in 
new ways.

 Week Six

Nancy Reisman, author of 
Trompe L’Oeil and The First 
Desire will teach a workshop 
on how to capture and create 
vivid writing. The workshop, 
titled, “Telling Detail: How 
to Catch the Ephemeral” will 
give students strategies to 
create flash fiction and prose 
poems.

Rick Hilles, author of A 
Map of the Lost World, will 
lead an advanced poetry 
workshop called “Invigo-
rated Visions & Revisions.” 
Hilles and his students will 
use examples from other 
writers to inspire their own 
works and works in prog-
ress. Hilles’ workshop will 
start in Week Six and last 
through Week Seven.

 Week Seven

Ari L. Goldman, author of 
The Search for God at Harvard, 
will explore spiritual autobi-
ographies in his workshop 
“Searching For Your Soul 
Through Writing.” Goldman 
will work with his students 
on using their own personal 
spiritual stories as a way to 
generate reflective writing.

Laura Kasischke, author 
of Space, in Chains, will lead a 
workshop on finding poetic 
inspiration. The workshop, 
called “Tapping the Well,” 
will teach students exercises 
and techniques for finding 
inspiration and harnessing 
that inspiration to improve 
their own poetry.

 Week Eight

Lori Jakiela, author of Be-
lief Is Its Own Kind of Truth, 
will explore the world of 
humor writing with her stu-

Weekend Edition, June 27 & 28, 2015    The Chautauquan Daily ·  www.chqdaily.com  Page C3

L I T E R A R Y  A R T S

Ryan Pait
Staff Writer

Besides the success-
ful completion of another 
Chautauqua Writers’ Festi-
val, co-director Philip Ter-
man recently got another 
bit of good news.

His poem, “The Sum-
mer You Read Proust,” was 
recently featured on “The 
Writer’s Almanac,” a daily 
radio and online program 
that presents poetry and 
pieces on history. Terman’s 
poem was part of the pro-
gram, June 17.

The program is hosted 
by Garrison Keillor, who 
will visit Chautauqua in 
Week Five for a perfor-
mance of “A Prairie Home 
Companion,” which is part 

of the America the Beauti-
ful 41st Anniversary Tour.

Terman said he teaches 
some of Keillor’s books 
when he leads creative 
writing courses, especially 
the books of poems com-
piled from his shows.

“He’s an American leg-
end, a storyteller that so 
many people have listened 
to,” Terman said.

As a fan of The Writer’s 
Almanac, Terman said it 
was exciting to have Keillor 
read his work.

“I listen to The Writer’s 
Almanac all the time, and 
I’m a big fan of Garrison 
Keillor,” Terman said. “So 
to have him read one of my 
poems on that show was a 
real thrill.”

Kovacic, deNiord, Dohrn Lead Week One of Writers’ Center workshops

Terman featured on ‘Writer’s Almanac’

Ryan Pait
Staff Writer

The Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center workshops for Week 
One will teach students 
about memories, secrets and 
dramav.

Prose writer-in-residence 
Kristin Kovacic will lead 
a workshop called “What 
You Can’t See in This Pic-
ture: Unpacking Family 
Photographs,” and poet-in-
residence Chard deNiord 
will lead a workshop called 
“Telling Secrets to Yourself.” 
Kovacic and deNiord will 
also give readings at 3:30 
p.m. Sunday on the porch of 
the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall.

Playwright Zayd Dohrn 
will also lead a special play-
writing workshop in Week 
One, called “The Great 
American Drama: Writing 
for Theater, Film and TV.”

Kovacic, author of Birth: A 
Literary Companion, will have 
students utilize their family 
photographs as a way of in-

spiring and even generating 
their writing.

“A lot of people at Chau-
tauqua want to write about 
the lives they’ve lived,” 
Kovacic said. “We’re going 
to use photography as our 
jumping off point. We’re go-
ing to think about how accu-
rate and how truthful pho-
tographs are. We’re going to 
do some writing exercises 
based on photographs to 
both jog memory and have 
arguments with memory.”

Kovacic has taught nu-
merous classes at the Writ-
ers’ Center since 1996 and 
has become a regular in the 
rotation of writers that pass 
through Chautauqua during 
the season. Kovacic said she 
wanted to try something dif-
ferent with her students this 
year.

“I’m excited about it and a 
little nervous about it, as you 
always are when you teach 
something for the first time,” 
Kovacic said. “But my hope 
is that we’re going to share 
these images and see where 

these images can lead.”
Kovacic said she’s excited 

to return, even if teaching 
at Chautauqua can be some-
thing of a “busman’s holi-
day.”

“If you’re a teacher during 
the year, you come to Chau-
tauqua and people practi-
cally teach themselves,” she 
said. “They have so many re-
sources to bring to the class-
room. It’s awe-inspiring.”

Chard DveNiord, author 
of five books of poetry, will 
be visiting Chautauqua for 
the first time. He and his 

students will workshop po-
ems, revise poems, and learn 
about making sense and tell-
ing the truth in their work. 
DeNiord said this was in-
spired by a line in the poem 
“Seele im Raum” by Randall 
Jarrell: “Shall I make sense or 
shall I tell the truth? Choose 
either — I cannot do both.”

“I’d like them to figure 
out why truth-telling often 
doesn’t make sense initially 
and why, or how, making 
things up can prove more 
factual than actual truth,” 
deNiord said. “It’s an imagi-

native assignment.”
DeNiord said he wants to 

focus on nurturing and en-
couraging the writers he’s 
working with.

“I know from my own 
experience that encourage-
ment from an older, more 
established writer is a huge 
boon for a writer and pro-
vides some essential energy 
to keep writing,” he said.

Dohrn’s special work-
shop will focus on dramatic 
storytelling — not just play-
writing, which Dohrn hopes 
will be helpful to any type of 

writer or reader.
“It’s going to be about 

how people use their own 
lives and universal myths 
that have always existed to 
tell stories that are dramatic 
and compelling to other peo-
ple,” Dohrn said. “I think it 
will be of interest, certainly 
to people who are interested 
in playwriting or screenwrit-
ing, but also people who are 
interested in mythology or 
storytelling in general — 
people who are interested in 
writing dialogue or think-
ing about the way stories are 
put together, the way conflict 
works in drama.”

DeNiord and Kovacic will 
also give Brown Bag lectures 
on the porch of the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
during the week. DeNiord’s 
Brown Bag, called “Lessons 
from the Masters,” will be 
at 12:15 p.m. Tuesday, and 
Kovacic’s Brown Bag, called 
“Golden Girls: Women Take 
Over the Essay,” will be at 
12:15 p.m Friday.

Writers’ Center invites poets, prose writers and playwrights for 2015 season
dents. The workshop, called 
“A Writer Walks Into A Bar: 
Humor Writing,” will teach 
students how to use humor 
as a way of deepening their 
writing.

Poets-in-residence Mi-
chael Waters and Mihaela 
Moscaliuc will co-lead a 
workshop called “The Po-
etic Sequence.” Waters and 
Moscaliuc will demonstrate 
the power of writing a se-
ries of poems and work with 
their students on generating 
their own poetic sequences.

Week Nine

Joe Kita and Carl Dennis 
will close out the 2015 season 
at the Writers’ Center.

Kita, a professional jour-

nalist, will lead a special 
workshop called “Be the 
Writer You’ve Dreamed of 
Being.” Kita’s workshop is 
presented as a series of five 
standalone workshops, and 
students are able to sign up 
for single or multiple classes. 
Kita will explore mastery of 
different forms of writing 
with his students.

Dennis, Pultizer Prize-
winning author of 12 books 
of poetry, will lead a one-
day workshop called “What 
a Poem Needs to be Persua-
sive.” Dennis and his stu-
dents will explore what it 
takes for poetic voice to be 
convincing and authentic 
and techniques to strengthen 
this element of their work.
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MARISSA BARNHART
COPY EDITOR

Marissa Barnhart is a se-
nior magazine journalism 
major at Kent State Univer-
sity. In Kent, Barnhart has 
written and copy edited for 
multiple campus publica-
tions, and she is the editor of 
The Burr. She writes poetry 
and plays guitar, and in her 
free time, she enjoys drink-
ing tea, knitting and watch-
ing the Game Show Network 
(she’s 21 going on 87). She 
loves meeting new people 
and can most likely be found 
reading around the grounds. 

JOSH BEAL
COPY EDITOR

An apparent glutton for 
punishment, Josh Beal re-
turns to Chautauqua for his 
second summer as a Daily 
copy editor. Beal recently 
graduated from Western 
Kentucky University, where 
he majored in journalism 
and a minored in creative 
writing. He is looking for-
ward to, someday, finding 
a job that makes use of that 
degree. Beal hopes to spend 
his free time enjoying the In-
stitution’s theater and dance 
performances, a good book 
or Netflix.

KELSEY BELL
WEB EDITOR

Kelsey Bell is a senior at 
Franklin University study-
ing Interactive Media De-
sign. After spending the past 
two summers working as a 
designer for the Daily, this 
year she rejoins the staff as 
web editor. With the help of 
her sidekick, Rally, her Ger-
man Shepherd puppy, she 
hopes to bring her passion 
for illustrating and design-
ing to online media.

JOSHUA BOUCHER
PHOTOGRAPHER

Joshua Boucher is a photo-
journalist and recent Univer-
sity of Missouri graduate. At 
Missouri, he worked as a staff 
photographer and photo edi-
tor at the Columbia Missou-
rian. His master’s project is 
a multimedia website on the 
University of Missouri South 
African Education Program, 
an exchange program that 
enabled anti-apartheid edu-
cators to study in the U.S. 
during the international boy-
cott of South Africa.

CHANCE BRINKMAN-SULL 
DESIGN EDITOR

Chance Brinkman-Sull is 
a junior at Ohio University 
studying visual communica-
tion. Originally from Cleve-
land, he is excited to spend his 
summer at Chautauqua Insti-
tution. Brinkman-Sull enjoys 
reading, drawing and spend-
ing time in the great outdoors, 
and he is very passionate 

about graphic design. Also, 
his favorite color is green. 
“I’ve got dreams, and stuff.”

ISHANI CHATTERJI
REPORTER

A Samuel Beckett and 
Shakespeare fanatic, Ishani 
Chatterji is all set to immerse 
herself in the Chautauqua 
theater scene. Originally 
from India, she just gradu-
ated from Syracuse Univer-
sity with her master’s in arts 
journalism and spent a part 
of her summer covering the 
Spoleto Festival in Charles-
ton. When not reading and 
watching plays, Chatterji 
likes to travel and watch Bol-
lywood movies.

GEORGE COOPER
REPORTER

George Cooper returns to 
the Daily to cover the Oliver 
Archives Heritage Lecture 
Series and to write the Daily 
Record (Page C5), a weekly 
column derived from old 
Chautauqua newspapers, this 
summer from the Chautauqua 
Assembly Herald’s coverage of 
years 1901 to 1910.

MAURICE DUNN II
DESIGN EDITOR

Maurice Dunn II is a re-
cent graduate from Western 
Kentucky University with 
a bachelor’s degree in ad-
vertising with a minor in 
graphic design. He is taking 
advantage of the experience 

as a designer at The Chautau-
quan Daily to ad to his skill-
set within the world of me-
dia. When not working on 
his craft, you can find him 
cycling or playing soccer 
with a glorious head of hair.

SAM FLYNN
REPORTER

Sam Flynn is a senior 
at Ohio University study-
ing journalism. Originally 
from Cleveland he discov-
ered his passion for writing 
in fifth grade and has never 
put down the pen since. He 
will cover morning lectures 
this season. His three big-
gest hobbies are his three 
Rs: reading, running and 
rapping. He is excited to be 
at Chautauqua, where a his-
tory of learning and culture 
defines its community.

JOHN FORD
REPORTER

John Ford was a college 
sportswriter and United 
Press International radio 
news service editor, fol-
lowed by a career with the 
U.S. Department of State. A 
longtime Chautauquan, he 
returns as a columnist and 
features writer for the Daily. 
He’s often sniffing around 
for news at one end of a leash. 
At the other end is ace news 
dog Charlie, who’s probably 
sniffing for something else.

BRIA GRANVILLE
PHOTOGRAPHER

Bria Granville was born 
and raised in the small town 
of Georgetown, Kentucky. 
She is currently studying 
photojournalism and soci-
ology at Western Kentucky 
University. To date, Granville 

has worked for The Anderson 
News and USA Today College, 
and has been the multimedia 
editor of her university’s stu-
dent-led newspaper, The Col-
lege Heights Herald. Granville 
hopes to merge her majors in 
sociology and photojournal-
ism and continue to make vi-
sual imagery that will tell sto-
ries of the human experience.

ALEXANDRA GREENWALD
REPORTER

Alliance, Ohio, native Al-
exandra Greenwald is a se-
nior religious studies major at 
Kenyon College. She justifies 
this major with her determi-
nation to report on religious 
affairs. She is therefore very 
excited to preview Interfaith 
Lectures for the Daily. Green-
wald is a staff writer at several 
student publications, includ-
ing The Kenyon Collegian and 
The Kenyon Thrill. She hopes 
to attend as many lectures as 
humanly possible when she is 
not busy writing for the Daily.

COLIN HANNER
REPORTER

Colin Hanner is a recent 
journalism graduate of Ohio 
University. A native of Co-
lumbus, Ohio, he has always 
followed sports and hopes 
to continue to show the rela-
tionship between recreation 
and education in his report-
ing throughout the summer. 
If he’s not in the newsroom, 
he’s probably jumping off the 
dock or placing prop bets on 
the area’s golf courses.

LORI HUMPHREY
REPORTER

Lori Humphreys is return-
ing for an eighth season writ-
ing for The Chautauquan Daily. 

This year she will continue to 
write features for the paper. 
She has written for the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette and Alma-
nac newspapers and commu-
nity magazines including the 
Mt. Lebanon Magazine.

ABE KENMORE
REPORTER

Abe Kenmore is a rising 
junior at Guilford College in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, 
studying English and politi-
cal science. When not there, 
he lives outside of Buffalo, 
New York. Abe has been com-
ing to Chautauqua with his 
family for many years, and is 
excited to have finally worked 
out how to get a free gate pass 
for the whole summer. He is 
always up for a conversation 
on journalism, political phi-
losophy or zombies.

SAALIK KHAN
PHOTOGRAPHER

Saalik Khan is a former 
bartender from Oakland, 
California, and a largely 
self-taught photographer. 
He is a recent graduate from 
San Francisco State Univer-
sity, where he studied his-
tory and sociology. He has 
been exploring photography 
as a medium of communica-
tion for the past two years 
and has worked on projects 
that centered around prison 
rehabilitation and prison 
education. He hopes to con-
tinue exploring subjects that 
have both influenced his life 
and address universal hu-
man themes.

MORGAN KINNEY
REPORTER

Morgan Kinney is a junior 
at Northwestern University 
studying journalism with an 
adjunct major in science in 
human culture. Originally 
from Texas, he enjoys mini-
malist composers, patterned 
shirts and the color orange. 
When not in the newsroom, 
he can likely be found taking 
bad Instagram photos and 
attempting to live inside the 
Internet.

 

CAITIE MCMEKIN
MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

Caitie McMekin gradu-
ated from Allegheny College 
in 2014 with a bachelor’s of 
science degree in neurosci-
ence and communication 
arts. Since then, she has been 
living in her home state of 
New Jersey and pursuing 
freelance photo and video 
journalism work while also 
working as a substitute el-
ementary school teacher. 
She is happiest when with 
friends, looking at photos of 
sloths or drinking ice coffee.

RYAN PAIT
REPORTER

Ryan Pait is a native Ken-
tuckian and recent gradu-
ate of Western Kentucky 
University. He received a 
degree in popular culture 
studies, which is a real thing. 
He’ll soon be attending grad 
school to study literature. 
He likes books, denim jack-
ets, feminism, “Game of 
Thrones” and Nicki Minaj. If 
you want to make him hap-
py, ask him about his hair 
growth journey. If you want 
to make him really happy, 
ask him what he’s reading.

LAURA RAHAUSER
DESIGN EDITOR

Laura Rahauser is a rising 
senior at Drexel University 
in Philadelphia, where she 
studies graphic design and 
plays on the varsity women’s 
squash team. Rahauser is a 
designer for the Daily. In her 
free time, she enjoys photo-
raphy, writing, listening to 
music and spending time 
with her family and friends.

HAYLEY ROSS
REPORTER

Hayley Ross is a rising se-
nior at Ohio University with 
a dual major in dance and 
journalism. Originally from 
Columbus, Ohio, she has 
been dancing since the age of 
5. Hayley is excited to com-
bine her passions for dance 
and writing this summer 
at the Daily. When she isn’t 
dancing, she enjoys biking, 
running and cuddling up 
with a good book in hand. 
 
LAURA SCHERB
EDITORIAL OFFICE MANAGER

A lifelong Chautauquan, 
Laura Scherb is thrilled to 
spend the summer as the 
Editorial Office manager for 
the Daily. She is the publish-
er of The Tartan at Carnegie 
Mellon, where she will be a 
senior in their professional 
writing and marketing pro-
gram. At Chautauqua, she 
loves being with her family 
and cats during the summer, 
cannot wait for the Beach 
Boys to perform and is al-
ways looking for a new rec-
ipe to try. 

BRIANNA SCHROER
DESIGN EDITOR

Brianna Schroer is a caf-
feine-dependent life form 
from St. Charles, Missouri. 
Schroer is studying multi-
platform design and emerg-
ing media at the University 
of Missouri. Brianna enjoys 
leisurely strolls on the beach 
at sunset and is a lot less 
terrifying than her height 
would suggest.  When not 
in the newsroom, you can 
find her scarfing down sushi 
or showing off pictures of 
her cat like it’s her newborn 
child.
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MEET YOUR 2015 CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY STAFF

DAILY STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS
IN GRASS: Martha Rial, Ruby Wallau, Joshua Boucher, John Ford, George Cooper, Morgan Kinney, Colin Hanner, Saalik Khan
SEATED: Miranda Willson, Sara Toth, Hayley Ross, Kara Taylor, Sam Flynn, Bruce Walton, Laura Rahauser, Laura Scherb
STANDING, FRONT ROW: Josh Beal, Ishani Chatterji, Georgie Silvarole, Mary Lee Talbot, Kelsey Bell, Deborah Trefts, Jordan Steves,  

Marissa Barnhart, Alexandra Greenwald, Ryan Pait, Caitie McMekin
STANDING, BACK ROW: Brianna Schroer, Bria Granville, Jake Zuckerman, Maurice Dunn II, Abe Kenmore, Chance Brinkman-Sull



GEORGIE SILVAROLE
REPORTER

Georgie Silvarole is a Roch-
ester native and  newspaper 
and online journalism under-
graduate student at Syracuse 
University. A newcomer to 
Chautauqua, she is excited to 
spend her summer covering 
the School of Music and the 
CLSC Young Readers pro-
gram, and cannot wait to fill 
every moment of free time at 
lectures, recitals and events. A 
quick disclaimer: if you have 
a cute dog or small child, she 
will probably stop to say hello.

JORdAn StEVES
EdiTOR

Jordan Steves is in his ninth 
summer at the Daily and 
second as editor. He serves 
Chautauqua year-round as 
director of communications. 
A graduate of St. Bonaventure 
University, he lives in May-
ville and the newsroom with 
an exceedingly patient golden 
retriever named Grady.

MARY LEE tALBOt
REPORTER

Mary Lee Talbot writes 
the morning worship col-
umn. She is writing a history 
of the Chautauqua Literary 
and Scientific Circle based 
on her Ph.D. dissertation. 
She is the director of admin-
istration for People Helping 
People International, a mi-
croloan company working in 
Rwanda. She lives in Chau-
tauqua year round with her 
dog, Max, and is active in 
winter community activities.

KARA tAYLOR
REPORTER

Kara Taylor, an Ohio native, 
is a journalism major at Kent 
State University. While intern-
ing at the Daily, Kara hopes 
to deliver interesting stories 
about the Chautauqua com-
munity. She has recently writ-
ten for the Daily Kent Stater, 
interned for the Record Cou-
rier Newspaper and WKSU 
Radio 89.7. In her spare time, 
she enjoys reading, music and 
occasionally binge watching 
different series on Netflix.

SARA tOtH
ASSiSTANT EdiTOR

This is Sara Toth’s sec-
ond summer as Daily assis-
tant editor  — the best job 
in the world (second-best is 
her off-season job as lecture 
and literary arts associate). 
A Gannon University alum, 
she interned at the Daily 
for three summers before 

spending nearly four years 
reporting for the Baltimore 
Sun Media Group. She lives 
in the newsroom and makes 
a mean pot of coffee.

dEB tREFt
REPORTER

Deb Trefts is a policy sci-
entist specializing in marine 
law, science and management. 
She combined her affinities for 
sailing and good governance 
via interdisciplinary college 
and graduate maritime and 
environmental studies and 
stints in Congress and the 
U.N. Trefts’ work for and with 
governmental and non-gov-
ernmental organizations has 
focused on controversial is-
sues such as maritime bound-
aries, offshore oil, water pollu-
tion and overfishing. During 
her second season at the Daily 
she is honing skills in persua-
sive communications.

RUBY RALLAU
PHOTOGRAPHER

Ruby Wallau is a senior at 
the University of Michigan 
studying political science 
and modern Middle Eastern 
& North African studies. 
She is the managing photo 
editor at the student news-
paper, The Michigan Daily, 
and hopes to pursue a ca-
reer in photojournalism after 
graduation. She is originally 
from Maui, Hawaii, and has 
a mild obsession with dogs. 

BRUCE WALtOn
REPORTER

A senior multimedia major 
at Kent State University, Bruce 
Walton’s passion for journal-
ism has brought him to Chau-
tauqua to better his skills in 
his career. His love for work-
ing with the community and 
willingness to take on dif-
ficult tasks make him an as-
tute reporter. Bruce recently 
finished his position as the 
opinions editor at the Stater, 

his university’s newspaper, 
and will be returning in the 
fall as a senior reporter.

MEG VIEHE
iNTERFAiTH NEWS

Meg returns to another 
year at Chautauqua after her 
first year of retirement. The 
entire Viehe clan cherishes 
their summers here. The best 
advice she ever gave both her 
children and grandchildren 
is: “Treat everyone you meet 
at Chautauqua with kindness 
and grace. You never know 
to whom you might someday 
be related.” It has worked out 
well for her family.

MIRAndA WILSOn
REPORTER

Miranda Willson is a ris-
ing junior at Tufts University 
double-majoring in environ-
mental studies and urban 
policy.  Originally from the 
quaint “hipsturbian” town 
of Hastings-on-Hudson, 
New York, Miranda is no 
stranger to Chautauqua, 
having visited her grandpar-
ents here in the summers as 
a child. When she isn’t cov-
ering environmental issues 
for the Daily, you might hear 
her babbling about climate 
change or feminism and at-
tempting to play folk music.

JAKE ZUCKERMAn
REPORTER

Jake Zuckerman is a ris-
ing senior at Ohio Univer-
sity studying journalism and 
political science. He is often 
spotted working out at the 
gym, reading by the lake, or 
sending out snarky tweets 
from his laptop. A Chicago 
native, Zuckerman brings 
his Midwestern sensibili-
ties to the newsroom. He is 
known to have a deep voice, 
which he uses to heckle in-
competent drivers and small 
animals, and he sweats more 
than is generally acceptable.
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In her book Three Taps of the Gavel: Pledge to the Future, Al-
freda L. Irwin, former Chautauqua Institution archivist 
and historian, called the transition from the 19th to the 
20th century an era of “continuity through change.” 

They are “two forces which have an astonishing kinship 
at Chautauqua,” she wrote. And their tension had been 
distilled into the familiar adage: “The more things change 
at Chautauqua, the more they remain the same.”

Chautauqua co-founder and longtime president, Lewis 
Miller, died in 1899. In 1900, Bishop John Vincent, Chautau-
qua co-founder and designated Institution chancellor, was 
assigned to the annual Methodist Episcopal Conferences 
of Europe. He had adopted an official residence in Zurich, 
Switzerland, although Chautauqua Institution would still 
receive his counsel and advice.

The first issue of the 1901 Chautauqua Assembly Herald 
reported that “In the midst of a grateful shower, giving relief 
from the heat, the exercises of the convocation that marked 
the opening of the twenty-eight Chautauqua Assembly began 
in the Amphitheater at 11 o’clock Wednesday morning, Dr. 
George E. Vincent, Superintendent of Instruction, presiding.”

Institution President Clem Studebaker was in Europe and 
addressed the audience through a cablegram. 

George Vincent conveyed personal greetings from his 
father, Chancellor Vincent, “from whom he parted a few 
weeks ago in Switzerland.” 

The Herald reported that, in the absence of the president, 
“First Vice-President Wilson M. Day formally declared the 
Assembly opened. Dr. Vincent spoke briefly — the details 
of which the newspaper did not include — and then intro-
duced Naval Constructor Richmond P. Hobson, who deliv-
ered an address on ‘Our New Navy.’”

The first week of the 1901 Chautauqua season would 
feature, among other things, a series of lectures on the 
Pan-American Exposition underway in Buffalo, New York. 
The lectures would provide “an admirable preparation for 
visiting Buffalo,” the Herald said. The Chautauqua newspa-
per was in its 26th year and would publish 40 issues. For 
the first time, mechanical composition would replace hand 
composition in the composing room: “The latest form of 
Linotype typesetting machine having been installed at the 
printing office, on Bowman Avenue, during the past week.”

The NOTES ABOUT TOWN feature of the July 6, 1901, 
issue reported that the Amphitheater was a cool place, often 
taken advantage of when “there is nothing scheduled but 
refreshing breezes.” Big steamers arrived at the landing 
depositing their passengers, where there was “smothered 
excitement among some of the younger Chautauquans, who 
occupy balcony seats to see new arrivals and the unloading 

of baggage.” Deckhands jumped to and fro on the pier. A 
baby cried loudly as a steamer was made fast.

The Herald reported that, “Everybody waited patiently 
for the fireworks Thursday night, and when they began to 
go off there was a change of position by many from Miller 
[P]ark to get a better view. Each piece was enjoyed, and all 
went home satisfied with the fitting end for Chautauqua’s 
Fourth.”

The summer proceeded with equanimity, even though 
the new century portended new conditions. The July 30 
issue of the Assembly Herald reported that Josiah Strong 
delivered a lecture titled “New Conditions Confronting the 
New Century.”

“The world is beginning to write the twentieth volume of 
the history of the Christian era,” Strong began. “We are still 
in the first of the one hundred chapters, each of which is to 
contain 365 leaves. Quite naturally, we wonder what re-
cord these leaves, now blank, will contain a hundred years 
hence.”

Strong continued: “First among these new-world condi-
tions, let us consider the fact that the arable public lands of 
the United States are practically exhausted.”

In the past, there had been plentiful unoccupied land to the 
west to receive the overflow of people crowded in the East. 

“Far in the orient, the cradle of the human race, men 
began to move outward, and in successive waves this hu-
man sea has rolled eastward and westward until today its 
waves meet on our Pacific coast and there are no more new 
worlds,” Strong said.

With the increase in population and the decrease in ar-
able land came two inferences: “First, that the great races 
must now enter upon a new era of competition with each 
other; and, second, that there must now begin a movement 
toward tropical regions, where the comparatively unoccu-
pied lands of the world for the most part lie.”

Ultimately, such conditions necessitated “the develop-
ment of a new world life,” Strong said. Whereas 100 years 
earlier, civilization was individualistic. Civilization in the 
early 20th century had become interdependent. In New 
England, Strong’s father had tilled his own farm, built his 
own house, made his own furniture, his own implements, 
his own musical instruments. His mother took wool from 
the sheep, dyed it, carded it, spun it, wove it and made it 
into a suit of clothes.

“If there is a woman in the State of New York who can do 
that today she is a pretty old woman,” Strong said, and such 
accomplishments were not in the curriculum of the contem-
porary university. “They belong to the days of homespun, 
which have passed forever.” 

Strong’s father could make 50 things, he said. 
“Now it takes fifty men to make one thing … We are 

coming to live one industrial life, and therefore one national 
life, and we are now entering upon the last great period of 
industrial development, a world industry, and the nations 
are now beginning to become interdependent.” 

In turn, it would be “heathenish” to ignore people in 
other parts of the world. 

“It is heathenish to measure moral obligations by a yard 
stick or surveyor’s chain,” Strong said. “It is heathenish to 
imagine that we sustain no moral relation to peoples who 
live [on] the other side of the globe, simply because they are 
far removed from us.”

The U.S. was well situated regarding the five great 
conditions of successful industry at the turn of the century. 
Strong said that America possessed the following: abundant 
cheap coal; abundant cheap iron; abundant cheap labor; 
abundant raw materials; and abundant access to open mar-
kets. 

“These five great advantages — like five fingers — is a 
hand stretched out to grasp and retain the manufacturing 
supremacy of the world,” he said.

But such supremacy entailed new responsibilities. 
The U.S. was no longer geographically or industrially iso-

lated, “and therefore the superstructure of political policy 
based on this [assumption] must be superseded,” Strong 
said. Moreover, “Anglo-Saxon families should draw into the 
closest possible relations. Mr. Chamberlain has said that it 
would be worthwhile for the noble cause if we could see the 
Union Jack and the Stars and Stripes floating together over 
an Anglo-Saxon alliance.”

Strong said that, while Chamberlain’s idea was a good 
one and well stated, it would be better “to see the two flags 
floating together over an Anglo-Saxon alliance to keep the 
world’s peace!”

Continuity through change: Chautauqua and new world of 20th century

column by george Cooper

The Daily Record

CHQ



ANNOUNCEMENTS

“GAlA MiNi SUMMEr SAlE”, 
Bargain dollhouses ($25 & up). 
wood, furniture & accessories. Sat. 
10-5 & Sun. 12-5 June 27 & 28, 
C h a u t a u q u a  M i n i a t u r e s , 
716.753.3100, 5031 W. Lake Rd. 
Mayville, NY  ( 1 mile N. of C.I.)

AA/AlANON MEETiNG Hurlbut 
Church Parlor Sundays and 
Wednesday 12:30 p.m. 716-581-
3202
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Difficulty Level 6/27

Jackson-Carnahan Memorial Chaplaincy, McElree  
Chaplaincy fund Gregory’s Week One residency

The Jackson-Carnahan 
Memorial Chaplaincy and 
the Geraldine M. and frank 
E. McElree, Jr. Chaplaincy 
fund this week’s chaplain, 
the Rev. Joel C. Gregory.

The Carnahan-Jackson 
Memorial Chaplaincy was 
created to honor the Jackson 
and Carnahan families.

Mrs. alvin C. Jackson was 
the first member of her fam-
ily to come to Chautauqua. 
she initially came to the insti-
tution at the age of 18 to study 
sunday school teaching 
methods. she later returned 
with her husband and daugh-
ter, Katharine, on a regular 
basis. When Katharine mar-
ried Clyde l. Carnahan of 
Jamestown, the Jacksons pur-
chased a home at 41 Palestine 
and continued to spend sum-

mers here each year.
The Carnahans lived in 

Jamestown but also became 
devoted Chautauquans. Mrs. 
Carnahan served as an in-
stitution trustee and served 
on board committees for the 
library and the department 
of religion. she and Mr. Car-
nahan participated actively 
in the Chautauqua Presbyte-
rian association.

in 1969, Mrs. Carnahan 
created the Japanese Garden 
located beside the United 
Presbyterian headquarters in 
memory of her parents and 
her husband. When mak-
ing the gift, Mrs. Carnahan 
remarked that Chautauqua 
meant much to her parents 
and she believed Chautau-
qua’s Christian faith and 
program were its great inner 

strength and distinguishing 
factor.

david Carnahan is the 
son of Katharine and Clyde 
Carnahan. Now the chair-
man of the board of the Car-
nahan-Jackson foundation 
in Jamestown, Mr. Carnahan 
continued his parents’ long 
record of commitment and 
service to the institution. 
He served as a director of 
the Chautauqua founda-
tion from 1976 to 2000 and 
as trustee of the institution 
from 1979 to 1987 and again 
from 1990-1998.

Mr. Carnahan met his 
wife, the former Martha 
Popp, at Chautauqua. 

The McElrees have had a 
long record of involvement 
at Chautauqua. dr. McElree, 
who died in 2013, was a for-

mer trustee of Chautauqua 
institution, a former director 
of Chautauqua foundation 
and an active fundraiser on 
behalf of Chautauqua as a 
volunteer for both the Chau-
tauqua Challenge Campaign 
and the Chautauqua fund. 
He also served as a trustee of 
allegheny College. Both dr. 
and Mrs. McElree served as 
trustees of the Presbyterian 
association of Chautauqua. 

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility of 
establishing an endowed chap-
laincy or supporting another as-
pect of Chautauqua’s program, 
please contact Dusty Nelson, 
Director of Gift Planning, at 
357-6404 or email her at dnel-
son@ciweb.org.

 » on the grounds

bicycle safety rules
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operating condition and  
  shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling   
  device, a rear reflector and a headlight. Operators under 14  
  years of age must wear a New York state-required helmet. 
 2. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths  
  reserved for pedestrian use. 
 3. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and  
  prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph. 
 4. Bicyclists shall always give the right of way to pedestrians. 
 5. In accord with New York state law, bicyclists shall observe  
  all traffic signs and signals (for example, stop signs, one-way  
  streets) 
 

Parents must ensure that 
their children ride responsibly 
by enforcing the rules and by 
setting a good example.

BOAT rENTAlS

POwEr, PONTOON, Kayak and 
Fishing Boat Rentals. Chautauqua 
Marina 716.753.3913. www. 
ChautauquaMarina.com  Fun in 
the sun!

BOAT STOrAGE

DOCk SPACE AvAilABlE off of 
Hurst. Anytime June-September. 
410-725-0933

FOr SAlE

BrAND NEw rGC Hydraulic 
Boat Lift. Never used, 4000 lb lift-
ing capacity, remote control, Solar 
battery, 26 Ft canopy. 716-397-
7680

FOr rENT

lAST MiN AvAil - Wk. 2:  24 
Vincent Ave. Renovated 5BR 5BA   
$3500 (Reg $5300) incl. Gate 
Pass and pkg.  To see call 704 564 
2408.

M O D E r N  T O w N h O U S E 
Overlook condominium with 
assigned parking space, 3/B, 2Ba, 
full kitchen, living/dining area, cat-
herdral ceiling, stereo, CD player, 
covered back patio overlooks 
park, cable TV, WiFi, washer/dryer, 
central A/C, sleeps 6; weeks avail-
able 3, 5, 8, 9

rENTAl 2015-2016, Weeks 5-9, 
28 Whittier Ave, 4B/3B, sleeps 8, 
fireplace, W/D, HVAC, gas grill, 
two-car parking, large porch/deck. 
Call Barb Wirth for details: 404-
312-3664

ThE “lEwiS MillEr COTTAGE” 
sleeps 6, large living room/garden, 
view of the lake through Miller 
Park. $5900/week, $4,400 for 
week 9. Avail. 2,6,8 & 9. See in the 
Accomidation section of ciweb.
org.  Contact info: 412-996-3856 
or chqrent@gmail.com

FOr rENT

10 NOrTh TErrACE apartment 
with 6 Bd/2 Ba, located near the 
plaza. Week 7-$1600, Week 
8-$1800, Week 9-$1600. Contact 
info: 412-996-3856 or chqrent@
gmail.com

2B/2B - A/C, parking avail 1-2-3-4 
or a 2b/1b parking avail 1,2,3,4,5,8 
both sleep six on north end.  440-
759-0069

hAPPY ADS

BOAT rENTAlS-Fun in the Sun! 
RENT ME! Pontoon, Power Boats,  
and more!.  Chautauqua Marina 
716.753.3913. Full Service Marina

SErviCES

rEADiNG SErviCES Provided: 
Enrichment, Summer Reading 
Support, Dyslexia Services.  
Available by the week, month, or 
season. Credentialed professional. 
Catherine Doyle.  216-496-0203

rECOrD YOUr hiSTOrY. 
Gather your family while at 
Chautauqua. 45 minute sessions 
available. Limited time slots. For 
questions and availability contact 
Cohen Recording Studio, lower 
level, Smith Memorial Library, 
cohenstudio@ciweb.org.

STOrAGE

wANTED

SOMEONE TO irON personal 
clothing eg: shirt,pants etc weekly 
for the Chautauqua season Call 
716-357-3417 

wANTED

FAMiliES/iNDiviDUAlS willing 
to share some Chautauqua hospi-
tality with an art student this sum-
mer. If interested contact Anne Fox 
at 412-298-0754 or anmcardle@
comcast.net

S TA M P  C O l l E C T i O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. Will 
travel to appraise. Chautauqua’s 
Stamp Professor. 904-315-5482

2016 SEASON

liGhT, AirY 2B/2BA condo, 
sleeps 6. Centrally located on bus/
tram routes. AC, W/D, Wifi, DW, 
Cable TV, Great porch. Available 
weeks 1-5. Call 239-898-7469.

29 AMES TOwNhOUSE. Sleeps 
10. Luxury 3 story townhouse, 2 
front porches, brick patio w/gas 
grill and table, central location on 
bus line. 5 bedrooms (3 king, 2 
twin) 3.5 baths, central AC, granite 
countertops and new appliances in 
fully furnished kitchen and laundry. 
Wi-Fi, cable HD TVs, DVRs. 
Parking pass in South Lot. Weeks 
1, 6, 7. $4,200/wk. Contact Drs. 
John or Mary Khosh at 727-512-
3890 or khoshms@gmail.com

31 Ames Townhouse, corner of 
Ames and Massey. Sleeps 9. 
Luxury 3 story townhouse, large 
patio furnished w/gas grill & gar-
den chairs, 3 picnic tables, peren-
nial garden, 2 front porches, cen-
tral location on bus line. 4 bed-
rooms (1 king, 2 queen, 1 has 3 
twins), 3.5 baths, central AC, gran-
ite countertops and new applianc-
es in fully furnished kitchen and 
laundry. Wi-Fi, cable, HD TVs, 
DVDs. Piano. Parking pass in 
South Lot. Weeks 6, 7, 8, 9. 
$4,600/wk. Contact Drs. John or 
Mary Khosh at 727-512-3890 or 
khoshms@gmail.com

34 Miller. 1,2&3 bedroom apart-
ments, near Bestor Plaza, now tak-
ing half/full season rentals, $1000-
$1500/week  412-865-7431

 » on the grounds

audience etiquette
At the heart of Chautauqua’s performance life is the 
Amphitheater. This venerable structure, built in 1893, offers a 
unique listening experience, which requires the cooperation of 
all audience members. 
• Seating is non-reserved for all Amphitheater events with the 
exception of premium seating for certain 8:15 pm programs 
and orchestra concerts, when Symphony Patron seats are 
reserved until after the first selection or movement. 
• Saving seats is discouraged and audience members are 
encouraged to arrive early, especially for the busy Friday night 
specials when attendance is heavy. 
• For the safety of audience members, aisles must  
remain clear. 
• Smoking, food and drink (with the exception of water 
bottles) are prohibited in all performance venues. Animals 
(with the exception of dogs assisting disabled people) are also 
prohibited in performance venues. 
• Coming late and leaving early are discouraged. If this cannot 
be avoided, do so as quietly and discreetly as possible via the 
side aisles. Do not enter or exit through the tunnels on either 
side of the Amphitheater stage during a performance.  
• Audience and performers alike are disturbed by unnecessary 
noise and commotion. Crying or vocal children, squeaky 
strollers and buggies and barking dogs should be taken out of 
audience hearing range during performances. 
• Audience members who listen from the fence surrounding 
the Amphitheater should limit their noise or cigarette smoke so 
as not to disturb others. 
• Audience members should be aware that many people are 
sensitive and/or allergic to perfumes and other fragrances. 
• Computers, cell phones, pagers and laptops must be 
silenced in all performance facilities.
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R E C R E a t i o n

Colin Hanner
Staff Writer

on a clear day at Chautau-
qua Golf Club, where clouds 
floated around Chautauqua 
Lake instead of crossing the 
street to fill the skies, golf-
ers of all abilities exchanged 
handshakes and hugs before 
their round, many of them 
reuniting for the first time 
this season.

Club professionals from 
the new York and Pennsyl-
vania area were paired with 
three amateurs in a two-
ball, best-ball format last 
Monday at the 29th annual 
Pro-am tournament held 
at the course. it marked the 
third time the Save the Water 
event was used by Chautau-
qua Watershed Conservancy 
as their biggest annual fun-
draiser.

Before tee-off, players 
parked their cars and used 
their trunk ledges to slide on 
golf shoes and stretch. oth-
ers sipped on coffee, while 
some exhaled cigarette and 
cigar smoke that swirled in 
the steady breeze.

Players filled the driving 
range and putting green to 
prep for the day’s play, mak-
ing last-minute adjustments 
to fix the kinks in their game 
before heading to the two-
by-two line of carts that were 
parked near the clubhouse 
and the Hill Course’s first 
tee.

Four groups of women 
teed off the Hill Course, 
while droves of men took 
to the Lake Course. the ter-
rain was soggy in some areas 

from the weekend rainfall,  
and at least one cart had to 
be rescued from an espe-
cially wet area on the Lake 
Course.

as soon as troy Moss, 
head professional at the golf 
club, muffled a few words 
into a megaphone, players 
headed off to their designat-
ed holes a few minutes be-
fore 11 a.m. a clean sheet of 
competition would eventu-
ally turn into a lopsided vic-
tory for the men, but a close 
win for the women.

the foursome led by 
thomas Keenan of Whisper-
ing Woods Golf Course won 
the event with a 21-under 
score. after the round, the 
team credited their success 

to piggybacking off each 
other and playing well when 
someone wasn’t pulling their 
weight.

on the Lake Course’s par-
four 17th hole, a close ap-
proach shot from Keenan’s 
foursome resulted in a birdie 
— or a net hole-in-one, their 
lowest score of the day, and 
perhaps the most improb-
able.

Keenan’s team beat out 
Rob Krajewski’s foursome 
by seven shots. Krajewski, of 
orchard Park Country Club, 
set the low single round of 
the day with a nine-under 
63.

on the women’s side, Pat-
ty Jordan-Smith’s team led 
the event with a combined 

125, five strokes better than 
the next competitor. 

Club professionals be-
came the unofficial caddies 
for many groups throughout 
the day, with many amateurs 
relying on the pros’ electron-
ic rangefinders for yardages. 
once on the green, profes-
sionals would offer words 
of advice on the slope and 
speed of the greens.

Josh Dankovich and his 
team, composed of Southern 
tier Brewing Company em-
ployees, came in a five-way 
tie for fourth place. He said 
that his team played well, 
but acknowledged how im-
portant the event was for the 
nearby lake. 

“it’s obviously a great 

cause,” Dankovich said. “it’s 
so much a part of this com-
munity [and] it brings in peo-
ple from all over. During the 
summertime, the lake means 
everything to this area … it’s 
a gem in our backyard.”

trevor Burlingame, golf 
course superintendent at 
Chautauqua Golf Club, was 
a fill-in for a contestant who 
did not show.

“i don’t play very often, 
so i played oK considering,” 
Burlingame said.

Superintendent at the golf 
course for 14 years, Burlin-
game has close ties to the 
impact of environment in 
the community, as the golf 
course uses a significant 

amount of water and fertiliz-
ers to maintain playing con-
ditions.

He said he has been able 
to reduce fertilizer input by 
50 percent in the past de-
cade, stretch his pesticide 
application, as well as set up 
grass buffers that prevent 
nutrients and sediment from 
flowing downstream into 
Chautauqua Lake.

“it’s nice being a part 
of this and giving back to 
something so important to 
us,” Burlingame said. “We 
try to do as much as we can 
from our standpoint on the 
golf course maintenance … 
We’re really proud that we 
can do our part.”

Pros lead the way in annual Save the Water event

JOSHUA BOUCHER | Staff Photographer
Barbara Jones, Dale Mathews, Peg Barrett, Jennifer Flanagan and Pat Peters tee off on the Hill Course of the Chautauqua Golf Club. 
Their team won the women’s section in the annual Save the Water event, which serves as a fundraiser for the Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservatory. 

SAAlik kHAn | Staff Photographer
Joe Berting, PGA executive director for western New 
York, and Alex Wright, PGA tournament director for 
Western New York, count score cards for the 29th 
Annual Chautauqua Pro-Am Tournament on Monday 
at the Chautauqua Golf Club.

VISITORS 
CENTER 
The Visitors Center 
located in the Post Office 
Building on Bestor Plaza 
provides first-time visitors 
with general information 
about Chautauqua 
programming, history 
and accommodations, 
plus help with getting 
acclimated to the 
Institution’s grounds. 
Hours are 9 a.m. to  
5 p.m. Sunday to 
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Friday, and 1 p.m. to 
5 p.m. Saturday. 

 » on the grounds
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Sa
SATURDAY
JUNE 27

8:30 Chautauqua Fund Volunteer Kick-
Off and Training. Athenaeum Hotel

9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Kiddush to follow at 12:15 
p.m. Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

8:15 SPECIAL. Stars of Nashville: 
Aubrey Peeples & Charles Esten. 
Amphitheater

Su
SUNDAY
JUNE 28

•••	 Chautauqua Literary Contests 
begin. Submissions due by Aug. 
17. Entry forms available at the 
Chautauqua Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall, CLSC Veranda and 
Smith Memorial Library

•••	 58th Annual Exhibition of 
Contemporary Art opens. 
Through July 20. Strohl Art Center 
Main Gallery

•••	 Art in Politics: From 
Rauschenberg and Warhol to the 
Present Day opens. Through Aug. 
24. Strohl Art Center Gallo Family 
Gallery

•••	 Domestic Vacations opens. 
Through July 26. Strohl Art Center 
Bellowe Family Gallery

•••	 Gatherings: Contemporary 
Drawings opens. Through July 
23. Fowler-Kellogg Art Center First 
Floor Galleries

•••	 From Clay to Table opens. 
Through July 23. Fowler-Kellogg 
Art Center Second Floor Gallery

•••	 Melvin Johnson Sculpture 
Garden opens. Through Aug. 22. 

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:30 Songs, Prayers, Communion & 
Meditation. Hurlbut Church 

8:45 United Church of Christ Worship 
Service. UCC Randell Chapel

9:00 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

9:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of Christ

9:30 Services in Denominational 
Houses.

9:30 Unitarian Universalist Service. 
Hall of Philosophy

9:30 Unity Service. Hall of Missions

9:30 Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) Service. Octagon 
Building

9:30 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

9:30 Men’s Tefillin Club. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

10:15 Sunday School. Through Grade 

6. Child care for infants. Children’s 
School

10:45 OPENING THREE TAPS OF THE 
GAVEL. Thomas M. Becker, 
president, Chautauqua Institution.

 SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND 
SERMON. “Six Degrees of 
Separation.” The Rev. Joel C. 
Gregory, professor of preaching, 
George W. Truett Theological 
Seminary, Baylor University. 
Amphitheater

11:30 (11:30 until sold out) Chicken 
Barbecue Dinner. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Volunteer Fire 
Department.) Fee. Bestor Plaza

12:00 (12–3) Special Studies Meet and 
Greet. Hultquist Porch

12:00 (12–2) Open House. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

12:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

12:30 AA / Al-Anon Meeting. Hurlbut 
Church Parlor.

1:00 (1–5) Tennis Center Open House/
Complementary Play Prince Demo 
Day. Chautauqua Tennis Center

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 CONCERT. U.S. Army Field Band 
& Soldiers’ Chorus. Amphitheater

2:30 Friends of the Theater Meet the 
Company. Membership available at 
the door. Smith Wilkes Hall

3:00 (3–5) Opening Reception. 
58th Annual Exhibition of 
Contemporary Art. Strohl Art 
Center Main Gallery

3:00 (3–5) Opening Reception. Art in 
Politics: From Rauschenberg and 
Warhol to the Present Day. Strohl 
Art Center Gallo Family Gallery

3:00 (3–5) Opening Reception. 
Domestic Vacations. Strohl Art 
Center Bellowe Family Gallery

3:30 Poetry and Prose Reading. 
(Programmed by the Writers’ 

Center.) Chard deNiord, poetry; 
Kristin Kovacic, prose. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall porch

3:30 (3:30–5) Jewish Film Series. 
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.)  Everett Jewish Life 
Center

4:00  (4–5:30) Special Guest Artist 
Lecture and Vocal Recital. “An In-
Depth Look at American Spirituals.” 
Dr. J. LanYe’, creator and 
coordinator, American Spirituals 
Collegiate Solo Voice Competitions; 
Tamra G. Jones, vocalist. Hall of 
Christ

4:00 (4–4:30) Blessing of the Animals. 
Miller Park

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:30 (4:30–5) Lemonade Social. 
(Sponsored by the Chautauqua 
Literary Arts Friends.) Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall porch

4:30 Pre-Vespers Music. “Sharing 
God’s Gift.” Gena Bedrosian, 
pianist. Hall of Philosophy 

5:00 VESPERS. (Chaplain’s Journey of 
Faith.) The Rev. Joel C. Gregory. 
Hall of Philosophy

5:00 Open Mic. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends.) 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Ballroom

5:00 Massey Organ Tour. Mark 
Fischer, Fischer Organ Company. 

Meet in the choir loft. Amphitheater 

6:00 New Visitor Information Session. 
Hultquist Center

7:00 Palestine Park Program.  
“A Journey Through Biblical Times.” 
Palestine Park

7:00 Duplicate Bridge. (Programmed by 
the Sports Club.) Fee. Sports Club 

8:00 SACRED SONG SERVICE. “Let 
everything that hath breath …” The 
Chautauqua Choir. Amphitheater

9:30 Service of Compline. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

9:30 CPOA Outdoor Lighting Walk-
about. Colonnade

Ruby Wallau | Staff Photographer
Oksana Johnson Zhurakovskaya paints the Hall of Philosophy on Friday. She is a professional painter 
and has lived in Chautauqua for the past nine years. 
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