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Thornton Wilder’s spirit would be 
pleased with the Chautauqua Theater 
Company today.

His play, Our Town, has managed 
to make its way back to Chautauqua 
audiences, after its last performance in 
1997 in the old Normal Hall.

Fast forward 18 years, and the ven-
ue is now Bratton Theater, and Our 
Town opens at 2:15 p.m. Saturday.

Through the three acts of Our Town, 
Wilder tells the story of Emily and 
George, two young neighbours who 
fall in love, in the small town of Gro-
ver’s Corners. Wilder takes his audi-
ence through time, starting in 1901, 
when the two characters were school 
going children and ending in 1913 
with a funeral.  

The Webb and Gibbs families of Our 
Town are no strangers to the Chautau-
quan audiences. The Wilder play was 

produced in 1939, 1948 and 1966, all 
under the Cleveland Play House-run 
Chautauqua Repertory Theatre, said 
CTC Artistic Director Vivienne Ben-
esch. Those productions were per-
formed in Norton Hall.

“We feel so special to be a part of 
the continuum,” Benesch said.

It is not just the return of this Wild-
er classic but also the return of direc-
tor Paul Mullins, who was last seen in 
2010 when he directed CTC’s You Can’t 
Take It With You, a play, like Our Town, 
emphasizing the idea of family.

“You Can’t Take It With You was 
about a nuclear family,” Mullins said. 
“Our Town is more about a family of 
a town, a town whirling around each 
other and what those relationships 
mean to us and how they give our 
lives meaning, and hopefully, value.”

Benesch did not want the similari-
ties of Chautauqua and Wilder’s Gro-
ver’s Corners to be seen in the play. 

morgan kInney
Staff Writer

Although he juggles two of the 
most important jobs in the orchestra, 
Stuart Chafetz said he hardly notices 
a difference.

“I say to myself I go from two sticks 
down to one,” he said.

Chafetz, normally the principal 
timpanist for the Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra, moves from the back 
of the orchestra to the front as guest 
conductor at 8 p.m. Saturday in the 
Amphitheater. This season marks over 
a decade conducting the CSO’s annual 
Independence Day Pops Concert.

Tonight’s Pops program features fa-
vorites such as Lee Greenwood’s “God 
Bless the USA” and traditional patriotic 
marches “America the Beautiful” and 
Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture.” Chafetz 
will also prominently feature the mu-
sic of James Taylor and John Denver as 
performed by guest soloist Mike Eldred. 
Chafetz said he hopes the program 

serves as a balance of familiar and unfa-
miliar, patriotic and popular.

“I try and make Fourth of July a 
celebration of happiness,” he said. 
“There’s so much negative news that 
I want the audience to feel like they 
can dance and sing and have a good 
time. That’s this program.”

Chafetz said he accomplishes this 
with both his programming choices 
and his onstage demeanor. Known for 
his gregarious personality and bois-
terous stage presence, Chafetz said he 
and his orchestra try to unbutton and 
provide a “cooler experience.” Accord-
ing to him, classical music might take 
itself too seriously.

“In 2015, we have to lighten up a lit-
tle bit and have fun,” he said. “I guess 
that’s been my philosophy.”

In practice, Chafetz said a holiday 
like July Fourth serves as the perfect 
venue to demonstrate how casual and 
enjoyable a symphony concert can be.

mary lee talbot
Staff Writer

In the Roman 
Catholic Church, 
New Year’s Day is 
celebrated as World 
Peace Day. This 
year, Pope Francis 
chose the theme 
“No Longer Slaves, But 
Brothers and Sisters.” The 
Most Rev. Edward K. Brax-
ton, in his pastoral letter 
on this theme, wrote “The 
Racial Divide in the United 
States: A Reflection for the 
World Day of Peace 2015.”

In the prologue, he 
asked his readers to imag-
ine a church that was 
dominated by African and  
African-American imagery 
rather than European inter-
pretations of the Christian 
faith. He acknowledged 
that he was not an uninter-
ested bystander in the racial 
divide but had himself been 

accosted by white 
policemen, once as 
a young priest and 
another as a bishop.

Braxton is the 
bishop of the Dio-
cese of Belleville, 
Illinois, and will 
serve as the chap-
lain for Week Two. 

He will preach at the 10:45 
a.m. Sunday service in the 
Amphitheater on the topic 
“On Care for Our Common 
Home,” and share his faith 
journey at the 5 p.m. Vespers 
in the Hall of Philosophy. 

In his pastoral writing on 
Pope Francis’s theme, Brax-
ton reflected on the incidents 
starting with Trayvon Martin 
to Ferguson, Missouri. He 
asked questions about what 
the Christian and American 
response should be. He espe-
cially asked how Americans 
can continue to talk about 
some people as “minorities.”

Deborah trefts
Staff Writer

When he was a prose 
writer-in-residence last year 
with the Chautauqua Writ-
ers’ Center, best-selling biog-
rapher Jonathan Eig gave his 
students some advice: When 
writing, find the big idea, or 
the “mighty theme.” 

He’s taken his own advice 
and the proof is in the pud-
ding, or in this case his new-
est book. Eig chose a mighty 
theme.

The Birth of the Pill: How 
Four Crusaders Reinvented Sex 
and Launched a Revolution, 
published last year, is peo-
pled with a mix of radical, 
risk-taking individuals who 
took a bold idea — effective 
contraception controlled by 
women rather than men — to 
initiation, invention and in-
troduction despite long odds 
and determined opposition. 

At 3 p.m. Saturday in the 
Hall of Philosophy, Eig will 
present the first of the Wom-
en’s Club’s 2015 Contempo-

rary Issues Forum lectures 
— “Sex and the Revolution” 
— where he will talk about 
how sex and women’s rights 
have advanced the cause 
of freedom in the U.S. and 
worldwide. 

“This is especially impor-
tant on Independence Day, 
when we tend to think about 
war and revolution,” Eig said. 
“Sometimes, love and sex can 
change the world, as we saw 
with the recent Supreme Court 

decision on gay marriage. Hu-
man behavior changes and 
the world catches up. Birth 
control made the world more 
free and expanded equality.” 

While the topic of inti-
mate relationships arises in 
Eig’s three previous books — 
biographies of the Chicago 
gangster Al Capone, Brook-
lyn Dodger Jackie Robinson, 
and New York Yankee Lou 
Gehrig — he said his read-
ers tend to think of him as a 
baseball guy. 

Although Eig is currently 
writing about Muhammad 
Ali, that’s a reasonable de-
duction. Luckiest Man: The 
Life and Death of Lou Gehrig 
was Eig’s literary debut; the 
first he held in his hands and 
his proudest achievement. 

At his core, Eig is a jour-
nalist. Since the early 1980s 
when he was earning his 
bachelor’s degree at North-
western University’s Medill 
School of Journalism, he 
has covered myriad events, 
issues and people. For 20 
years, Eig wrote for The New 

Orleans Times-Picayune, fol-
lowed by The Dallas Morn-
ing News, Chicago magazine, 
where he was also executive 
editor, and The Wall Street 
Journal, where he remains a 
contributing writer.

“I love the experience of 
branching out and finding a 
new audience,” he said.

After completing Get Ca-
pone: The Secret Plot that Cap-
tured America’s Most Wanted 
Gangster, he was between 
books. 

“I felt like I was never go-
ing to come up with a book 
again and it was pure hell,” 
Eig said.

His wife suggested he 
write about something that 
women would be interested 
in; after all, they buy more 
books than men do.

Eig was looking into in-
ventions when he recalled a 
sermon in which a rabbi said 
that the birth control pill was 
the most important inven-
tion of the 20th century. 

Eig to share gripping genesis of the birth control pillBishop Braxton to serve 
as Week Two chaplain
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A FESTIVE WEEKEND IN ‘OUR TOWN’
Chafetz, CSO ready for annual Pops Concert CTC opens Wilder’s ‘Our Town’ Saturday

JoSHua BouCHEr | Staff Photographer
The Stage Manager, played by Manu Narayan, invites the audience into the world of Our Town during 
Chautauqua Theater Company’s dress rehearsal Thursday in Bratton Theater. 

matt BurKHartt | File Photo
guest conductor Stuart Chafetz, usually the principal timpanist, leads the Chautauqua Symphony 
orchestra during the 2014 independence Day Pops Concert in the Amphitheater.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS

Briefly

World Cup watch party and potluck
Gather with fellow Chautauquans to watch the Women’s 

World Cup Final between the U.S. and Japan at 7 p.m. Sun-
day in Hultquist Center 101 (first-floor classroom). Bring 
your Fourth of July leftovers to share.
Fourth of July boxed lunches

Boxed lunches available from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m Satur-
day at the Brick Walk Cafe. For $10, get a choice of chicken 
salad sandwich on wheat berry bread or a roasted portobello 
and veggie wrap, served with kettle chips, coleslaw, granola 
bar, apple and bottled water. Pick up your boxed lunch, bring 
a blanket and listen to the annual Independence Day Con-
cert by the Chautauqua Community Band on Bestor Plaza.
Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends news

The Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends invites everyone 
interested in learning more about the literary arts to join 
them for free dinner and lively conversation at 6 p.m. Sun-
day in the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall Ballroom. 
Use the back entrance. Food and beverages provided. RSVP 
to CHQLIT@aol.com.

The Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends invites Chautau-
qua writers to share their work at 5 p.m. this Sunday and 
every Sunday in the Prose Room on the second floor of the 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. Please use the back en-
trance and plan on reading for no more than five minutes.
Chautauqua Women’s Club news

Mah Jongg games at the Women’s Club. Members only, 
but memberships available at the door. Games will be 
played from 2 to 5 p.m. every Monday and Friday.

Visit with members, meet new friends and enjoy a glass 
of wine and light refreshments at the Sunday Soiree. CWC 
members and their guests are welcome. Donation: $5 per 
person. Memberships taken at the door.

Artists at the Market is open from 1 to 4 p.m. every 
Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday at the Farmers Market.

Join the CWC on Monday evening for a night to make 
new friends. Bring your own beverage.

Duplicate Bridge games will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. 
weekly on Tuesdays at the CWC House. Fee paid at the door.

Social bridge will be played from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. on 
Saturdays, Weeks Two through Eight. At noon, a mini les-
son will be offered. Separate fees for lesson and play.

CWC invites all Chautauquans to the Professional Wom-
en’s Network at 1 p.m. on Monday at the House. This week’s 
speaker, Avivah Wittenberg-Cox, author of Why Women 
Mean Business and Late Love.
Bird, Tree & Garden Club news

Join the Bird, Tree & Garden Club for the Native Plant 
pre-sale at 6:30 p.m. Monday Smith Wilkes Hall.

Join landscape architect Dean Gowan for “The Redesign-
ing of Chautauqua’s Lakefront” lake walk. Meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday at Heinz Beach below the Youth Activities Center.
Chautauqua Opera Guild

Chautauqua Opera Guild wants to remind you to attend 
the Musical Review at 6 p.m. on Monday in Smith Wilkes 
Hall. Bring your children for a great introduction to opera 
and join the Guild while you attend.
Sandy D’Andrade’s 13th Annual Trunk Show and Sale

Sandy D’Andrade’s 13th Annual trunk show and sale, ben-
efiting Chautauqua Opera Company’s Young Artists, returns 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Athenaeum Hotel Blue Room.
AA/Al-Anon meeting 

12:30 p.m. Sunday in the Hurlbut Church Parlor.
CLSC class news

The CLSC Class of 2009 will hold a class meeting at 9:30 
a.m. on Tuesday in the Kate Kimball Room of the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall.

The CLSC Class of 2004 will meet at 6 p.m. Thursday at 
the home of Bonnye Roose at 23 Janes for a potluck supper. 
Bonnye will provide the main course. Everyone is asked to 
bring a side dish or dessert.

The CLSC Class of 1992 will meet at 9:15 a.m. on Tuesday in 
the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall Dining Room.
CPOA lighting walkabout

At 9:30 p.m. this and every Sunday, the Chautauqua 
Property Owners Association will have a weekly informa-
tional “Street Lighting Walk-about.” Meet in front of the 
Colonnade to get informed about street lighting issues and 
the options available to resolve them.
Chautauqua Theater Company news

At 7 p.m. on Sunday, visit Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall for a 
special pre-show discussion about Thornton Wilder’s Our 
Town. ’Fore-plays are free.

At 1 p.m. on Tuesday, visit Bratton Theater for a behind-
the-scenes tour. Explore the set, costumes, lighting and 
special effects behind CTC’s production of Thornton Wild-
er’s Our Town. Tours last approximately 45 minutes, are all 
family friendly and are free.
Recreation news

The Chautauqua Sailing Department, located at the 
John R. Turney Sailing Center, offers a curriculum of sail-
ing courses designed to advance the sailing skills of all age 
groups and experience levels. Private lessons and sailboat 
rentals are also available. Call at 716-357-6392.
Ultimate Frisbee at Sharpe Field

Come play Ultimate Frisbee at 2 p.m. every Sunday at 
Sharpe Field. If you have any questions, please contact 
Mike O’Brien at 702-493-1372.
Children’s ‘Organ Encounter’

Jared Jacobsen will host a “Massey Organ Encounter” 
for children at 5 p.m. Sunday in the Amphitheater. Chil-
dren will see how the organ works and have an opportu-
nity to play the instrument.

CORRECTION
Scull racing was repeatedly misspelled as “skull” racing 

in the headline and throughout Friday’s Page 1 story on the 
Chautauqua Archives’ Heritage Lecture. The Daily regrets 
the error and apologies to fans of scull racing, though we 
are losing our heads at the idea of “skull” racing.

Chautauqua Institution is 
proud to announce the pro-
gram lineup for Week Two 
of its 2015 season. The week, 
which begins July 5 and 
concludes July 11, features 
presentations by Children’s 
Defense Fund founder Mar-
ian Wright Edelman, authors 
Wes Moore and Jon Krakau-
er, violinist Daniel Bernard 
Roumain and Harvard con-
stitutional law scholar Lau-
rence H. Tribe.

Chautauqua’s season fea-
tures morning and afternoon 
lectures focusing on weekly 
themes. The morning lecture 
series will take place at 10:45 
a.m. Monday through Friday 
in the Amphitheater. The 
Week Two theme, “Boys Will 
Be Boys, Then Men,” exam-
ines a large and growing body 
of scholarship that suggests 
that all boys are facing enor-
mous challenges with healthy 
development and socializa-
tion, and are feeling confused 
and underappreciated.

The afternoon Interfaith 
Lecture Series, at 2 p.m. week-
days in the Hall of Philoso-
phy, carries the same theme. 
However, the afternoon lec-
ture will look at what vari-
ous faith communities and 
other caring organizations 
offer to support the journey 
from boyhood to adulthood, 
partnering, parenthood and 
engaged citizens.  

The Most Rev. Edward K. 
Braxton, bishop of the Dio-
cese of Belleville, Illinois, will 
serve as ecumenical guest 
chaplain for the week. In ad-
dition to the morning and 
afternoon lecture series is an 
abundance of various art and 
entertainment events to sup-
port the cultural theme.
Monday

Morning: The Rev. Robert 
M. Franklin Jr. has served as 
Chautauqua’s director of re-
ligion since 2014. He has ad-
vised or served on the boards 
of numerous organizations, 
including the Salvation Army 
and the CNN Dialogues. 
Franklin will be co-present-
ing with Joe Echevarria. 
The former CEO of Deloitte, 
Echevarria retired from the 
accounting and consulting 
firm in August 2014 in order 
to pursue an interest in pub-
lic service, which includes his 
work as co-chair of President 
Barack Obama’s My Brother’s 
Keeper initiative.   

Afternoon: Marian Wright 
Edelman is the founder and 
president of the Children’s 
Defense Fund and has been 
an advocate for disadvan-
taged Americans for her en-
tire professional life. She is a 
board member of the Robin 

Hood Foundation and the 
Association to Benefit Chil-
dren, and is a member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations 
and the American Philo-
sophical Society.
Tuesday

Morning: Michael Thomp-
son is a consultant, author 
and psychologist specializ-
ing in children and families. 
He is the supervising psy-
chologist for Belmont Hill 
School and has worked in 
more than 500 schools across 
the United States, as well as 
in international schools in 
Central America, Europe, Af-
rica and Asia.

Afternoon: Shawn Dove 
is CEO of the Campaign for 
Black Male Achievement, a 
national membership orga-
nization designed to ensure 
the growth, sustainability 
and impact of leaders and 
organizations committed to 
improving the life outcomes 
of black men and boys in 
America.
Wednesday

Morning: Frances E. Jen-
sen is author of The Teenage 
Brain: A Neuroscientist’s Sur-
vival Guide to Raising Adoles-
cents and Young Adults. She is 
also chair of the Department 
of Neurology in the Perel-
man School of Medicine at 
the University of Pennsylva-
nia. Her research has recent-
ly focused on investigating 
connections between epilep-
sy and autism.

Afternoon: Fr. Greg Boyle 
is the founder and executive 
director of the Los Angeles-
based Homeboy Industries 
along with being a consultant 
to youth service and govern-
ment agencies, policymakers 
and employers. Boyle is a na-
tionally renowned speaker 
focusing on the importance 
of adult attention, guidance 
and unconditional love in 
preventing youth from join-
ing gangs.  
Thursday

Morning: Wes Moore is a 
youth advocate, Army com-
bat veteran, social entrepre-
neur and the host of “Beyond 
Belief” on the Oprah Winfrey 
Network. He is also the au-
thor of previous Chautauqua 
Literacy and Scientific Cir-
cle selection, The Other Wes 
Moore, a tale of two boys from 
Baltimore with the same 
name but very different fates.

Afternoon: Robert K. Ross 
has an extensive background 
in health philanthropy as a 
public health executive and 
a clinician. He is president 
and chief executive officer for 
The California Endowment, 
a health foundation estab-
lished in 1996 to address the 
health needs of Californians.
Friday

Morning: Jon Krakauer 
is an American author and 
mountaineer whose latest 
novel, Missoula, is a stark, pow-
erful, meticulously reported 
narrative about a series of 
sexual assaults at the Univer-
sity of Montana. Krakauer’s 
devastating narrative of what 
happened in Missoula makes 
clear why rape is so prevalent 
on American campuses.

Afternoon: Carol Sutton 
Lewis is the creator and 
author of the blog Ground 
Control Parenting, which 

is designed for parents of 
children of color, with a 
particular emphasis on is-
sues affecting boys. Lewis 
will be presenting alongside 
Gregory D. Hess, president of 
Wabash College, an all-male 
liberal arts college in Craw-
fordsville, Indiana.
Additional Lectures

3 p.m. Saturday, Hall of 
Philosophy: Jonathan Eig is 
a best-selling writer and au-
thor of four books, most re-
cently, The Birth of the Pill. He 
is a former reporter for The 
Wall Street Journal and has 
appeared on NBC’s “Today 
Show” and PBS. This event is 
sponsored by Chautauqua’s 
Women’s Club.

4 p.m. Wednesday, Hall 
of Philosophy: Laurence H. 
Tribe, the Carl M. Loeb Uni-
versity of Constitutional Law 
at Harvard University, will 
deliver the 11th annual Rob-
ert H. Jackson Lecture on the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States at Chautauqua Institu-
tion. Tribe will give his take 
on the Court, the justices, 
signal decisions and other 
developments just after the 
completion of the court’s lat-
est term.

3:30 p.m. Thursday, Hall of 
Philosophy: Gilbert King is 
a CLSC author whose novel, 
Devil in the Grove: Thurgood 
Marshall, the Groveland Boys 
and the Dawn of a New Amer-
ica, offers an incredible com-
mentary of 1949 Florida’s 
booming orange industry 
that profited in part from 
cheap Jim Crow labor. King’s 
work was the winner of the 
2013 Pulitzer Prize for Gener-
al Nonfiction and was short-
listed for The Chautauqua 
Prize in 2014.
Amphitheater Entertainment

Aside from the daily lec-
tures, Week Two features a 
variety of evening entertain-
ment programs in the Amp 
each night.

At 8 p.m. on Saturday, the 
highly anticipated annual 
Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra Independence Day 
Pops Concert will be per-
formed in the Amp, with guest 
conductor Stuart Chafetz and 
tenor Mike Eldred.

Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra will perform two 
concerts during Week Two, 
at 8:15 p.m. on Tuesday and 
Thursday. Pianist Alexander 
Gavrylyuk performs Mus-
sorgsky’s “Pictures at an Ex-
hibition” on Tuesday, kicking 
off the CSO’s new Into the 
Music Series. In this series, 
Rossen Milanov, CSO music 
director, will share fascinat-
ing facts that give new and 
veteran concertgoers alike 
insight on the evening’s rep-
ertoire.

On Thursday, Milanov 
and the CSO will be joined by 
violinist Daniel Bernard Rou-
main for the world premiere 
performance of “Meditations 
on Raising Boys,” a piece com-
missioned by Chautauqua 
to coincide with the week’s 
theme. Roumain is a com-
poser and performer whose 
career has spanned more than 
two decades. He has been 
commissioned by artists and 
institutions worldwide, bridg-
ing the worlds between Philip 
Glass and Lady Gaga.

Elsewhere in the week, 
Monday will see the debut 

performance of the 2015 Mu-
sic School Festival Orches-
tra with conductor Timothy 
Muffitt at 8:15 p.m., and on 
Wednesday, Gavrylyuk will 
perform an evening piano re-
cital at 8:15 p.m. with pieces 
from composers such as Mo-
zart, Schubert, Prokofiev and 
Chopin. The 2015 summer 
season marks Gavrylyuk’s 
10th season at Chautauqua.

Finally, Punch Brothers 
along with Béla Fleck and 
Abigail Washburn will give 
a special performance at 8:15 
p.m. on Friday. Described by 
The New York Times as “Amer-
ican country-classical cham-
ber music,” Punch Brothers 
come to Chautauqua to show-
case their T Bone Burnett-pro-
duced album, The Phospho-
rescent Blues. Just this week 
Garrison Keillor announced 
that the group’s mandolinist, 
Chris Thile, will succeed him 
as host of “A Prairie Home 
Companion” in 2016. Fifteen-
time Grammy winner Fleck 
and banjoist/singer Wash-
burn have mastered the art 
of the duet through just two 
banjos and one voice.
Alternative Entertainment 
Options

Week Two features six 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany stagings of Thorton 
Wilder’s heartwarming and 
groundbreaking masterpiece, 
Our Town. All performances 
are at Bratton Theater with the 
days and times as follows: 2:15 
p.m. and 8 p.m. Sunday, 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, 2:15 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, 4 p.m. Thursday, 
4 p.m. Friday, and 2:15 p.m. 
Saturday.

On Sunday, when ad-
mission to the grounds and 
Amphitheater is always free, 
Brass Band of Columbus is 
giving a 2:30 p.m. Amp per-
formance. The next day, on 
Monday, Chautauqua’s Music 
Festival Faculty Quartet, in 
part with the Logan Cham-
ber Music Series, will be giv-
ing a 4 p.m. performance in 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.

This week will also fea-
tures two performance 
within Chautauqua’s Family 
Entertainment Series, which 
offers free performances in 
Smith Wilkes Hall that ap-
peal to family members of 
all ages. At 6 p.m. Monday, 
Chautauqua Opera Compa-
ny presents an operatic revue 
geared toward young audi-
ences featuring the Chau-
tauqua Opera Young Artists. 
The following night, at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, violinist Roumain 
will entertain with a perfor-
mance of “Music, Melody, 
You & Me.”
Gate Pass Information

Day tickets are available 
for purchase at the Main 
Gate Welcome Center Ticket 
Office on the day of your 
visit. Morning tickets grant 
visitors access to the grounds 
from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. for $24. 
Afternoon tickets grant ac-
cess from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. for 
$15. Combined morning/af-
ternoon passes allow access 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. and cost 
$39. Evening passes grant ac-
cess from 4 p.m. to midnight 
— the cost varies based on 
the evening entertainment. 
For tickets and information, 
visit chqtickets.com or call 716-
357-6250.

WEEK TWO | BOYS WILL BE BOYS, THEN MEN

Week Two lectures focus on growth, 
development of boys through adulthood
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In many of the uneasy conversations and commentar-
ies about what the country has been experiencing since 
attention has been focused on the deadly encounters 
between unarmed African-American men and law en-

forcement and the judicial system, the expressions “minor-
ity groups,” “minorities” and “minority communities” have 
been widely used. I believe that prayerful discussions of 
the racial divide in the United States would be deepened by 
examining and questioning the validity of these commonly 
used expressions. Are there really “minority” Americans? 
Though these expressions are regularly used in govern-
ment and Church documents, they are radically incorrect 
and they exacerbate the sometimes-difficult relationships 
between people of different ethnic and racial backgrounds. 
The reasons why these expressions are questionable become 
apparent after a careful consideration of what it actually 
means to be an American. In the end, these expressions con-
tribute to and underscore the racial divide in our country, in 
the Catholic Church, and in other Christian communities.

Beginning in the 1960s, the media, the federal govern-
ment and Americans of certain racial and ethnic back-
grounds (especially people of color, Hispanics and Asians, 
though significantly, not every ethnic group which consti-
tutes a statistically small portion of the population) began 
to speak more and more of “minorities” and “minority 
groups” in solidarity with women and other groups who 
have experienced injustice based upon discrimination. 
These designations were used to help formulate the argu-
ment that, in order to redress the grave injustices caused by 
systemic prejudices, special consideration should be given 
to members of these groups in matters related to education, 
employment, housing, financial assistance, professional 
advancement and business contracts. Few fair-minded 
people will argue that longstanding practices of discrimi-
nation have, historically, made it impossible for certain 
groups of Americans to have equal access to the American 
Dream. Without prejudice to the validity of these important 
concerns, the case can be made that the common use of the 
word “minorities” as the collective designation of these 
groups of people perpetuates negative stereotypes and is 
contradicted by what it means to be an American citizen.

It does not take a particularly critical analysis to recognize 
the fact that words like “minorities” and “minority groups” 
are used selectively and are not applied consistently in refer-
ence to all groups of Americans who are a statistically small 
percentage of the population. Americans whose ancestors 
came from Sweden, for example, do not constitute a major 
portion of the population. But they are never referred to as 
minorities. Why not? At times, these expressions seem to 
be used as code words with subtle negative connotations — 
poor, uneducated, unemployed, broken family structures, 

lawbreakers. They also beg the question: Who among the 
American citizens are the “majority” group? There are no 
“ethnic” Americans in the same sense that one might speak 
of “ethnic” Japanese in Japan, for example. There is no single 
ethnic, racial or cultural group that constitutes “true” Ameri-
cans. Every citizen of the United States is fully and equally 
an American in the exact same sense of the word. Citizens 
who are descendants of passengers on the Mayflower are not, 
somehow, more truly Americans than descendants of “pas-
sengers” of slave ships, or the most recent immigrants from 
Iran, or the Native Americans granted citizenship by Con-
gress in 1924. If they are citizens, they are Americans, precise-
ly because there are no ethnic Americans. A careful reflection 
on the meaning of the expression E Pluribus Unum (“one from 
many”) excludes the possibility of designating “minorities” in 
this country, unless all citizens are so designated.

Obviously, this truth has not been fully accepted by all 
sectors of American society (including Christian communi-
ties) in the past or in the present. European-Americans, with 
roots in Ireland or Italy, for example, were once ostracized 
in this country as “immigrants,” “foreigners” and “undesir-
able minorities.” The same was true of Jewish people. But 
why are they generally not considered minorities today? 
The answer is not because any one of these groups now 
constitutes the statistical majority of the population of the 
United States. As Matthew Frye Jacobson’s Whiteness of a 
Different Color: European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race 
notes the process of gathering together those Americans 
whose ancestors were from various European countries 
with very little in common and making them the “major-
ity” group and relegating everyone else as “minorities” is, 
historically, a rather recent and arbitrary development.

It is a development which, at certain junctures, excluded 
even European-Americans of certain backgrounds as despi-
cable ethnic minorities. In its present usage, the term “minority 
groups” often connotes the haves versus the have-nots, the 
powerful vs. the powerless, the assimilated versus the non-

assimilated, because they have not assimilated middle-class 
mores and the cultural heritage of Western Europe. As a result, 
even when the majority of the residents in a city are African-
Americans or Hispanic-Americans, they are still “minorities.” 

It is obvious that the federal government, the media, the 
justice system, educational institutions and  the Christian 
churches in the United States cannot be effective in their 
work without being aware of the complex ethnic, racial 
and cultural diversity that makes up the population of 
this country. However, an awareness of this diversity must 
never lead these institutions to the uncritical acceptance 
or even unwitting perpetuation of terms like “minorities” 
and “minority groups,” which are rarely neutral and which 
may contradict what it means to be an American by invit-
ing stereotypes and reinforcing prejudices. No one likes to 
be designated by what they are not. Today, many Protestant 
Christians appreciate it when Catholics no longer refer to 
them as what they are not, “non-Catholics.” They prefer be-
ing referred to as what they are — Presbyterians, Lutherans, 
Baptists, Episcopalians or Christians of other traditions. No 
one ever calls a Catholic a “non-Presbyterian.” 

An important step across the racial divide would be 
taken by acknowledging that all Americans are from dif-
ferent racial and ethnic backgrounds and that no group con-
stitutes the majority. Indeed, many serious anthropological 
studies suggest that, in spite of their sociological promi-
nence, ethnicity and race are very problematic categories. 
Frequent references to groups of Americans and groups of 
Catholics as “minorities” seem to designate them as who 
they supposedly are not. They are not a part of an arbitrary 
grouping of Americans of certain ethnic groups (those 
of European ancestry) who have been arbitrarily joined 
together and designated as “the majority.” Significantly, the 
majority of the world’s population is not of European origin 
and current demographic trends indicate that in the de-
cades ahead Americans of European heritage may become a 
statistical “minority” of the country’s overall population. 

The Christian Scriptures teach that, in Christ, there 
is neither Greek nor Jew, slave nor free person, male nor 
female. All are redeemed sinners transformed by Christ as 
members of His “One Body” with equal dignity before God. 
It would be a step in the right direction if religious commu-
nities and the media were to lead the way in eliminating, 
or at least challenging, expressions like “minorities” and 
“minority groups.” This is more than a matter of “political 
correctness.” Words, as conveyers of meaning, have great 
power for good or evil. Is it asking too much for a nation 
that proclaims itself to be “one from many” to affirm that, in 
truth, there are no majority/minority groups in this country 
because we really are one? We are simply Americans, proud 
of our amazingly diverse backgrounds, with every right to 
expect, even demand, to be treated with equal dignity by 
law enforcement, by the courts, by the realtor, in our houses 
of worship, and in the public square.

The Most Rev. Edward K. Braxton, Ph. D., S.T.D., is the bishop 
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Belleville, Illinois. He is the July 
4–10 guest chaplain at Chautauqua Institution. This column is an 
edited portion of his Pastoral Letter “The racial divide in The United 
States: A Reflection for the World Day of Peace 2015.” The full text 
of his pastoral can be found at diobelle.org: “Bishop Braxton Writes 
Letter on racial divide in the United States for World Day of Peace.”

‘Minorities’ in Christ and the American demographic 
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“Very often there’s this 
disconnect between the 
performers and the audi-
ence,” he said. “It’s sort of 
like you sit, behave, and 
you’re polite. I’ve always 
just enjoyed being able to 
share more than just the 
boring concert experience.”

True to Chafetz’s word, 
the CSO will inject a certain 
flair into its July Fourth 
celebration. Singing along is 
encouraged, and the iconic 
cannon shots from “1812 
Overture” are replaced by 
paper lunch bags that the 
audience pops on cue. 

“It puts a whole other 
meaning into pops concert,” 
Chafetz said.

But before the big bang, 
tenor Mike Eldred joins 
the CSO tonight to lead the 
program’s vocal repertoire. 
Growing up across Texas as 
the son of a Southern Bap-
tist preacher, Eldred has 
made a name for himself 
as a Broadway performer in 
plays such as Les Misérables 

and Jesus Christ Superstar. 
This will be his first ap-
pearance at Chautauqua 
Institution.

Eldred is no stranger to 
the songs he will perform 
tonight. On a childhood 
road trip from new York 
to California, his family 
listened to the same eight-
track tape of John Denver’s 
Greatest Hits on repeat. 

“I will never forget driv-
ing into Denver the first 
time and listening to ‘Rocky 
Mountain High’ on that 
eight-track, and hearing 
[John Denver’s] voice and 
seeing the mountains for 
the first time in my life,” El-
dred said. “It just implanted 
on me permanently and 
emotionally and musically.”

This experience ulti-
mately encouraged him to 
be a singer, he said, and 
that impression continues 
to motivate him. Still, he 
also said that eight-track 
may have had another long 
term effect on his relation-
ship with John Denver’s 
music.

“I prefer singing to lis-
tening to it,” Eldred said.
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Thinking that seemed odd, 
his curiosity was sparked and 
he began wondering how it 
had come about. 

In writing a history of 
the pill, Eig said his biggest 
challenges were: under-
standing the science, writ-
ing about women’s issues, 
and doing justice to all four 
crusaders. 

“I had to explain the repro-
ductive process properly or 
lose my audience,” Eigh said. 
“I also had to keep the plot 
going while giving each per-
son their time on stage — they 
were all middle-aged or elder-
ly before the story even begins 
— and while developing the 
architecture of the book.“

Eig is scrupulous about 
his research. For The Birth of 
the Pill, he started out read-
ing about two of the four 

crusaders, Margaret Sanger 
and Gregory Pincus. 

Sanger was the nurse, sex 
educator and feminist who 
opened the first birth con-
trol clinic in the U.S. in 1916 
and popularized the term 
“birth control.” Eig, who is 
based in Chicago, traveled 
to northampton, massachu-
setts, to study the Margaret 
Sanger Papers collection 
housed at Smith College.  

Pincus was a controversial 
former Harvard biologist who 
began studying hormonal bi-
ology and steroidal hormones 
early on and invented the 
combined oral contraceptive 
pill. His story had never been 
told, so Eig tracked down his 
daughter, Laura.

Fortunately pincus had 
saved his papers; Eig found 
those papers at the Library of 
Congress in Washington, D.C.

“Scientists are really good 
at keeping records; better 
than baseball players,” Eig 

said. “There are not many 
large archives online, and 
I want to feel and smell the 
documents, and get as close 
as I can to the person I’m 
writing about.” 

While Pincus was the cru-
sader who lured Eig in, he 
said that Sanger and Katha-
rine McCormick were the 
pill’s driving forces. They got 
it off the ground. mcCormick 
had graduated from MIT in 
1904 with a B.S. in biology 
and was a leading suffragist 
and philanthropist. 

The fourth pill crusader, 
Harvard-trained obstetri-
cian and gynecologist John 
rock, was willing to fight 
the Catholic church and 
give young couples advice 
on sex. Rock became an in-
fertility specialist and in vi-
tro fertilization and sperm-
freezing pioneer. 

At times Eig fell in love 
with all four. Picking a favor-
ite would be hard. 

“If the birth control pill 
had been developed at a big 
pharmaceutical company or 
at Harvard University, there 
would not be much of a sto-
ry,” he said. 

When he had finished The 
Birth of the Pill, Eig told the 
rabbi how much his sermon 
had inspired him. The rabbi re-
sponded that he’d said the pill 
was just one of the most impor-
tant inventions. People should 
think of themselves as part-
ners with God, the rabbi said, 
and people have a responsibil-
ity to change the world.

According to Eig, that’s 
what the four women and 
men who reinvented sex did. 

“They took on a job that 
seemed impossible,” he said. 
“They changed what mar-
riage and parenting means. 
We have the ability, not just 
the responsibility, to think 
big about how individuals 
can change the world.”

“Whether born here or 
naturalized citizens, don’t 
we all carry the same pass-
port?” Braxton wrote.

He called for Americans 
to stop thinking about other 
Americans as minorities.

“Long after the cruel evil 
of slavery was ended, its con-
sequences continued to cast a 
shadow over our nation as a 
racial divide,” Braxton wrote. 
“Recent dramatic eruptions 
of racial conflict have made 
this shadow more apparent. 
Painful ‘breaking news’ ac-
counts call all Americans 

to rededicate themselves to 
the work of peace and rec-
onciliation among our citi-
zens of different races; ethnic 
origins; and social, cultural, 
educational, economic, and 
religious backgrounds.”

As Catholics, he wrote, 
as members of the Body of 
Christ, the Church, “this is 
more than a call; it is our vo-
cation, born of baptism.”

Braxton will preach at 9:15 
a.m. monday through Friday 
during morning worship 
in the Amphitheater. His 
sermon topics will include: 
“What Does ‘I am Who am’ 
Look Like?,” “Forgive Your 
Sisters and Brothers from the 
Heart,” “Be Perfect, Therefore, 

as Your Heavenly Father is 
perfect,” “Be merciful, Just as 
Your Father is merciful” and 
“Love never Fails.”

robert Franklin, director 
of the Department of reli-
gion, has known Braxton for 
more than 25 years, and said 
he finds the bishop to be “one 
of the most insightful practi-
cal theologians and church 
leaders” in the country. 

“He comes to us with 
great wisdom and experience 
with urban poverty, commu-
nity policing, intergroup re-
lations, the promise of boys 
of color, and the role of faith 
communities in helping our 
nation make progress follow-
ing numerous recent social 
tragedies,” Franklin said. 
“His pastoral letter following 
the events in Ferguson and 
his other theological publica-
tions compelled us to invite 
him to serve as our chaplain 
for Week Two on [Boys Will 
Be Boys, Then men].”

Born and raised in Chica-
go, Braxton studied at Arch-
bishop Quigley Preparatory 
Seminary, niles College Sem-

inary, the University of St. 
Mary of the Lake Seminary 
in the Archdiocese of Chica-
go, the Catholic University of 
Leuven in Belgium from 1973 
to 1975, and the University of 
Chicago Divinity School. He 
was the William A. Coolidge 
Chair of Ecumenical Thought 
at Harvard Divinity School 
from 1976 to 1977, and then he 
served as a visiting professor 
of theology at the University 
of notre Dame. He became 
the Scholar in Residence at 
the north american College, 
the U.S. Bishops’ seminary in 
rome, in 1983.

Braxton, who was ordained 
as a priest in 1970 and as a 
bishop in 1995, has served in 
many capacities and parishes 
throughout the country and 
the world. He has preached 
the world over, including at 
the national Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, St. 
mary’s Cathedral in San Fran-
cisco, and the Sage Memorial 
Chapel at Cornell University, 
as well as in communities in 
Canada, Central and South 
America, Europe and Africa.

“When I asked Paul to 
direct this, I wanted to do 
a beautiful rendition of the 
play but did not want it to 
look like Chautauqua,” Ben-
esch said. “The play ranges 
from the minutia of detail to 
a cosmic scale, so it should 
be of a global experience.”

CTC’s theme for the 
season is “Imagination”; 
coincidentally, that theme 
also fits with the Institu-
tion’s theme from Week 
One, “21st-Century Lit-
eracies: Multiple Ways to 
Make Sense of the World.” 
    Benesch said she only 
realized this connection 
after reading about Roger 
Rosenblatt’s Tuesday morn-
ing lecture. 

“When Roger Rosenblatt 

spoke about imaginative 
literacy, it was only then 
did I realize that our theme 
of imagination fit with the 
overall umbrella theme from 
Week One,” she said. “That 
just makes it more special.”

Bratton Theater is all set 
for Saturday’s performance. 
The space has gone through 
a transformation, a new 
“configuration,” Benesch 
said.

“All the elements are 
coming together, and it is 
very rewarding when you 
know you have picked the 
right play at the right time 
with the right artists,” Ben-
esch said. “We are excited 
to present this gift to the 
Chautauquan community, 
and my wish for them is 
to meet this great classic 
in the new way that we are 
presenting.”
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Happy Fourth of July!
thank you for spending this joyful holiday at 

chautauqua. i can’t imagine a more idyllic location 
to celebrate the birth of a nation, the character of a soci-
ety built on ideas, and the pleasure of the opportunity to 
gather with friends and family in a festive atmosphere.

one of the events of this day that will contribute might-
ily to this timeless spirit of community in celebration is 
the performance of the chautauqua community Band at 
noon Saturday on Bestor Plaza.

Led by Jason Weintraub, the community Band is cel-
ebrating its 25th anniversary this season. Lovingly cre-
ated and nurtured to its current size and form by Jason, 
this group of volunteer, amateur musicians (with some 
professionals, conditioned on the rule that they play an 
instrument other than the one they play professionally) 
plays a repertoire of patriotic and march music. this won-
derful enthusiasm anchors the plaza ringed with blankets 
and families enjoying the music, picnics and conviviality 
of the gathering. it’s a scene out of The Music Man, except 
that it is real — real in the way chautauqua can construct 
a reality of engaged community in this pocket of time de-
fining the season.

the music is spirited, the setting beautiful and memo-
rable and the enabling ingredient is the spirit of volun-
teerism. 

if you are able to include this event in your Saturday ac-
tivities, please do. if you do, you might also take the time 
to thank Jason and his band of volunteers for lending their 
artistic earnestness to the rich mix of the day and the fab-
ric of this unusual place.

Happy Fourth of July.

Column by Thomas m. becker

From the President

 » on the grounds

Cameras/reCording equipment
The possession and/or use of cameras or recording devices in all Chautauqua Institution 
performance facilities, including the Amphi theater, bratton Theater, norton Hall, Elizabeth S. 
lenna Hall, Smith Wilkes Hall and Hall of Philosophy, are prohibited except by authorized press 
and personnel.

Morgan Kinney
Staff Writer

For martha Reitman, the 
chautauqua community 
Band’s principal kazoo play-
er, the humdrum rhythm of 
retirement wasn’t going to 
cut it.

originally trained as a pe-
diatrician, Reitman founded 
her own biotech company 
and started a nonprofit for 
arts and culture in the Bay 
Area after retiring. this 
year marks the 38th season 
in chautauqua institution 
where she has appeared on-
stage in the Amphitheater, 
spoken at the chautauqua 
Women’s club, and doubled 
on flute and kazoo for the 
community Band. 

Although Reitman said 
she always loved music, she 
decided to go to medical 
school instead.

“i almost majored in mu-
sic, but i thought biology was 
easier,” she said.

Reitman and the rest of 
the chautauqua communi-
ty Band will appear at 12:15 
p.m. Saturday on Bestor 
Plaza under the direction of 
founder and conductor Jason 
Weintraub. 

this year’s performance 
features the patriotic staples 
of Sousa marches, hum-
mable tunes and traditional 
sing-alongs.

it was during one of these 
familiar marches, Sousa’s 
“Stars and Stripes Forever,” 

that Reitman’s kazoo career 
really took off. Weintraub 
instructed the woodwinds to 
hum or whistle a certain sec-
tion of the march. But Reit-
man had her own plan.

“i pulled out my kazoo, 
and Jason grinned like a fool, 
and i kept going,” she said. 
“i’ve been accused by people 
in the horn section of some-
how getting a solo, and they 
were very jealous.”

What started as a joke has 
evolved into a tradition, and 
Reitman has accordingly 
stepped up her game; she 
recently auditioned for the 
chautauqua Symphony or-
chestra on kazoo. Reitman 
said her audition was well-
received, but the orchestra 
lacked an endowed kazoo 
chair. until one exists, Reit-
man said she is satisfied with 
her current position. After 
all, she said, the band is the 
steadiest gig in town.

“it’s sort of like the Postal 
Service — rain, shine, it just 
seems to go through,” Reit-
man said.

in that respect, Weintraub 
might as well be postmas-
ter general. if nothing else, 
Weintraub, also a 44-year 
cSo member, is reliable.

“i missed one [cSo] con-
cert when i fell and broke 
my neck,” he said. “But other 
than that, i haven’t really 
missed anything.”

celebrating its 25th an-
niversary, the band started 
when Weintraub cobbled to-

gether 15 musicians in 1990 
to fill what he saw as a gap 
in the institution’s festivi-
ties. over time, the ensemble 
grew in numbers and slowly 
garnered a more prominent 
performance space. 

community Band per-
formances now span Bestor 
Plaza with upwards of 80 
musicians all clad in identi-
cal concert dress — a powder 
blue t-shirt. 

Weintraub said the whole 
experience is structured to 
encourage chautauquans to 
celebrate America with their 
families.

“this is a norman Rock-
well experience here,” he 
said.

Weintraub said the band 
gives families a special op-
portunity to observe and 
interact with musicians. Per 
tradition, Weintraub will put 
down his baton for Sousa’s 
“Washington Post march” to 
lead the youngest children 
on a march of their own 
around the plaza’s fountain. 
in his absence, 7- to 10-year-
olds are invited to conduct 
the band. Elements like this 
are why chautauquans peg 
the community Band as a 
seasonal highlight, despite 
the fact that essentially the 
same music is played each 
year. 

of course, there always 
ends up being a twist.

“[the concert] is old fa-
vorites in a sense that we all 
know what’s coming, but ev-

ery time we play there seems 
to be something new intro-
duced in some way that does 
keep it fresh,” Reitman said.

if there are any surpris-
es, though, it’s not because 
Weintraub planned them. 
After 25 seasons of July 
Fourth performances, he 
said the music, the program-
ming, the people — none of 
it needs much improvement.

“Patriotic stuff is patriotic 
stuff,” he said.

Colin Hanner
Staff Writer

the British are coming, 
but they’re waiting until af-
ter July Fourth to storm the 
Amphitheater. Brian Stevens 
and the Brass Band of co-
lumbus, a renowned British-
style brass ensemble, will 
play at 2:30 p.m. Sunday in 
the Amphitheater.

“We just love the setting,” 
said Stevens, music director 
for the BBc. “We love the 
audience — they’re fantas-
tic. the performance venue, 
the Amphitheater, is a great 
summertime venue for us 
to perform in. We just really 
like sharing with the folks. 
they’re so enthusiastic about 
the type of music that it’s ex-
citing for us.”

the BBc, which last 
played at chautauqua in 
2013, is distinctive in its 
sound, made possible by the 
substitution of cornets and 
E-flat alto horns for trumpets 
and French horns that would 
traditionally be found in 
wind bands. 

“i don’t know how often 
[chautauqua] gets to hear a 
British-style brass band,” Ste-
vens said. “It’s just a differ-
ent sound — a very unique 
sound — different than any 
type of concert band or or-
chestra that you’re going to 
hear.”

Paul Droste, who served 
as music director for 20 
years, founded the BBc in 
1984. the band belongs to 
the north American Brass 
Band Association, which al-
lows the ensemble to per-
form in competitions, several 
of which it has won.

Stevens, who is also a di-
rector of bands at Dublin Je-
rome High School in colum-
bus, ohio, acknowledges the 
rarity of a brass band in the 
united States.

“there aren’t that many of 
us around the country and 
… if you go worldwide, es-
pecially in Europe and even 
more so in England, you’re 
going to have a brass band 
around every corner in every 
town,” Stevens said. “in this 
country it’s kind of unique.”

the 45-person ensemble, 
with brass instruments that 
range from the euphonium 
to the flugelhorn, has altered 
its performances this season 
in accordance with the 150th 
anniversary of the end of the 
civil War.

“American civil War Fan-
tasy,” which was rescored for 
a brass band by Bill Hines, 
and “Lincoln’s Portrait,” a 
work usually carried by a 
string outfit, will be played 
in the first half of the per-
formance. During the latter 
song, a band member will 
read excerpts from the Get-
tysburg Address.

the rest of the perfor-
mance will be played with 
patriotic anthems that the 
BBc regularly plays at ven-
ues in and around ohio.

Stevens said the stop in 
chautauqua, though, holds a 
special spot on the calendar.

“it’s one of our favorite 
places to come and per-
form,” he said. “We’re just 
really looking forward to 
Sunday.”

Chautauqua Community Band gears up 
for another buzz-worthy performance

British-style brass band pays homage at Amp
brass band of columbus

roXana PoP | File Photos

The Chautauqua Community Band plays its 25th Annual Independence Day Concert at 12:15 p.m. Saturday on Bestor Plaza. 
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HAYLEY ROSS
Staff Writer

Attract, attain, advocate, 
give. That was President 
Tom Becker’s mantra at the 
first Chautauqua Institu-
tion Board of Trustees Porch 
Discussion about the Institu-
tion’s strategic plan Wednes-
day morning.

“This is probably the first 
real strategy that the board 
has developed,” said trustee 
Ron Kilpatrick. “Before then, 
we had plans for fundrais-
ing but not really a plan for 
keeping Chautauqua sus-
tainable forever.”

The Chautauqua Mix

The first initiative is what 
Becker called “The Chautau-
qua Mix.” The focus of this 
initiative is to increase the op-
portunities for the Institution’s 
programming and develop a 
wider audience base for pro-
gramming on the grounds. 

Becker said the variety of 
programs is what sets Chau-
tauqua apart from any other 
music festival or lecture series.

“The real wisdom of this 
place, its definitive character, 
is that we bring all of that to 
bear in a way that isn’t force-
ful, meaning you find your 
own pathways in the course 
of a day,” Becker said.

He emphasized the artis-

tic collaborations and part-
nerships being created at 
Chautauqua. Inter-arts col-
laborations like The Romeo 
& Juliet Project two years 
ago and this year’s Carmina 
Burana are the kinds of work 
that the Institution hopes to 
expand upon in the future. 

The Community

The community initiative 
encompasses the buildings 
and infrastructure on the 
grounds as well as Chautau-
qua Lake.

Stormwater management 
is part of the plan to strive 
for environmental excellence 
at Chautauqua. This involves 
improving the stormwater 
system below ground, cre-
ating catch basins, channel-
ing water off in appropriate 
direction, and creating rain 
gardens as another way to 
catch run-off. 

The restoration of older 
buildings on the grounds, 
such as the Athenaeum Ho-
tel, also falls under the com-
munity initiative.  

“We needed to put money 
back into the hotel in a more 
aggressive way,” Becker said.

A few million dollars were 
put into the hotel quickly to 
deal with structural prob-
lems and then a plan was set 
to invest $500,000 every year 

for improving, renewing and 
redecorating rooms. 

Leadership

Organization and a sys-
tematic approach to tran-
sitions in leadership and 
creating opportunities for 
volunteerism in the com-
munity is a large part of the 
leadership initiative. 

Specifically looking for 
someone who could grow into 
his or her role was especially 

important in the search for 
someone to fill Marty Merk-
ley’s position as vice presi-
dent and director of program-
ming. Deborah Sunya Moore, 
currently associate director 
of programming, will suc-
ceed Merkley in the fall, and 
Becker said he has profound 
confidence in her abilities. 

Becker also updated the 
audience on the search for 
artistic direction of Chau-
tauqua Opera. Following Jay 
Lesenger’s April announce-

ment that he would step 
down following this season 
Moore assembled a commit-
tee and led a process that has 
led to two finalists. Becker 
said both represent exciting 
possibilities for the future of 
opera at Chautauqua.

Financial Sustainability

“We put in a lot of time 
examining our revenue over 
a long period of time and 
looking at models of project-

ed behavior going forward,” 
Becker said.

The Institution has man-
aged to keep ticket prices 
relatively steady, with an av-
erage increase of 3 to 3.5 per-
cent per year.

“Cost control is vital,” 
Becker said. “We’ve held our 
prices, tried to hold our ex-
penses down and emphasized 
philanthropy as best we can.”

Brand Management 

Brand management is 
all about how Chautauqua 
projects itself and what it is 
trying to accomplish, Becker 
said.

This is where “attract, at-
tain, advocate and give” 
come into play. This ap-
proach focuses first on entic-
ing new people to come to 
the grounds, then making 
them feel genuinely wel-
comed and engaged.

“Once they are here we 
need to be ‘stickier’ and hold 
on to them better,” Becker 
said. “It is all about moving 
people along the continuum.”

The Chautauqua Board 
of Trustees Porch Discus-
sions occur at 9:30 a.m. every 
Wednesday on the porch of 
the Hultquist Center. Each 
session is focused on a dif-
ferent theme and open to the 
public.

HAYLEY ROSS
Staff Writer

Bicycles are both a form 
of transportation and rec-
reation for many summer 
guests at Chautauqua Insti-
tution, and this summer the 
Chautauqua Property Own-
ers Association is focused 
on the safety of both bicy-
clists and pedestrians on the 
grounds.

The CPOA will be hosting 
the first of three bicycle rode-
os from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Sunday 
beginning on the Hultquist 
Center porch to help families 
learn the rules of the road 
while still having fun.

The CPOA collaborated 
with Institution adminis-
tration, the Chautauqua 
Police Department, and the 
Jamestown Cycle Shop to 
provide an afternoon of ac-
tivities to educate children 
about bicycle safety on the 
grounds. 

“The bike rodeos will 
enlighten people about the 
rules and regulations, pro-
vide something fun for kids 
to do, and let families get 
to know the place, espe-
cially if it is their first time 
here,” said Mary Lou Par-

lato, member of the CPOA 
Transportation and Safety 
committee. 

On Sunday, the cycle shop 
will be set up at portable sta-
tions at various locations on 
the grounds to check the tire 
pressure of children’s bikes 
and to make sure the bikes 
are safe overall. Bells, lights 
and other accessories will be 
available for purchase at the 
stands. 

Bike patrolmen from 
the police department will 
speak to the families about 
the grounds’ bicycle rules 
and regulations. 

Parlato said learning the 
rules from bike patrolmen 
will help children under-
stand the authority of the pa-
trolmen in yellow shirts.

“We want to cultivate an 
awareness of the rules that 
will carry not only to the 
children, but to their parents 
and grandparents as well,” 
she said. 

The police department 
will be available to register 
bikes of families who recent-
ly arrived on the grounds as 
well.

After all bicycles have 
been checked, kids will be 
taken on a bicycle rodeo 

around the grounds begin-
ning at the Hultquist Cen-
ter. During the ride, they 
will have to implement their 
newly learned rules, dis-
mounting at the proper time 
and stopping at all the stop 
signs. 

The bike rodeo route will 
take the kids by Lincoln 
Park, an area that becomes 
heavily congested in the af-
ternoon when people are 
making their way to after-
noon lectures and children 

are heading to Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club. The bike rodeo 
will teach children to take 
Warren Avenue where the 
road comes to a “Y,” which 
Parlato said she hopes will 
alleviate some of the traffic.

Once the bike rodeo ends 
on Bestor Plaza, partici-
pants will receive a goody 
bag with a list of rules, a 
flashing rear light, a safety 
light to go on the air nozzle 
of the bicycle wheel, a cou-
pon for a scoop of ice cream 
at Brick Walk Cafe and a 
glow-in-the-dark bracelet 
that reads “Bikes are cool, 
but pedestrians rule.” 

Each goody bag will con-
tain a color-coded bicycle 
map: Roads are highlighted 
in red, yellow or green, in-
dicating the level of safety 
of bicycling on each road. 

Parlato said this is the first 
time anyone has focused on 
generating a map specifical-
ly for bicycle safety.

Each week, the bike ro-
deo will feature a raffle 
for a $40 gift certificate to 
the cycle shop, where the 
winner can buy more em-
bellishments for his or her 
bike. 

The CPOA will assess the 

success of the event and pos-
sibly expand the bike rodeos 
next season. 

The safety of bicyclists 
and pedestrians is some-
thing that the CPOA is es-
pecially focused on this 
season. 

Encouraging everyone, 
not just children under 14, to 
wear helmets on the grounds 
is something CPOA Presi-
dent Bill Neches wants to 
work on this season. 

“Parents and grandpar-
ents should be setting an 
example for their children to 

wear helmets all the time,” 
he said. 

Neches also said he wants 
to emphasize the importance 
of making sure children are 
letting pedestrians know 
that they are behind them by 
saying “On your right/left” 
in addition to ringing their 
bell. 

“We are hoping to focus 
on pedestrian safety next 
year,” Parlato said. “But felt 
we could make an immedi-
ate impact with bicycles this 
year.”

Becker discusses strategic planning at porch discussion

CPOA Bike Rodeo to teach children the rules of the road

The bike rodeos will 
enlighten people 
about the rules and 
regulations, provide 
something fun for kids 
to do, and let families 
get to know the place, 
especially if it is their 
first time here.”

—MARY LOU PARLATO
Member, CPOA Transportation 

and Safety Committee

RUBY WALLAU | Staff Photographer

President Tom Becker speaks about Chautauqua Institution’s strategic initiatives during the first 
Board of Trustees Porch Discussion on Hultquist Porch Wednesday morning. 

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer

Nattily Mckissick, 6, rides her bike through Bestor Plaza with her 
sister Peytynn before going home for the evening on June 26.

“The Best Kept Secret 
on Chautauqua Lake”



sam flynn
Staff Writer

While football might be 
the primary love of Tex-
ans all around, Kay Bai-
ley Hutchison, former (and 
first woman) Texas senator, 
comes in a close second.  

John Hope Bryant said 
during yesterday’s morning 
lecture Q-and-A that we are 
living in the decade of the 
woman. He couldn’t have 
known how prophetic those 
words were given Hutchi-
son’s work; she’s a 20-year 
veteran of America’s legisla-
ture, and she was listed as 
one of the 30 most powerful 
women in America in 2001 
by Ladies’ Home Journal. 

Hutchison delivered the 
morning lecture on civic lit-
eracy Friday in the Amphi-
theater and discussed how 
the separation of powers al-
lows a fully formed democ-
racy to function. She cited 
the president’s executive 
privilege and veto power, 
Congress’ ability to approve 
or overrule federal appoint-
ments and nominations and 
the Supreme Court’s role as 
interpreters of the law. Since 
leaving public office in Janu-
ary 2013, she has worked for 
Bracewell & Giuliani, an in-
ternational law firm. She has 
also taught at the University 
of Texas. 

But while serving as Sena-
tor, she didn’t truly appreci-
ate the American political 
system until she traveled 
abroad to places such as 
Russia and the Baltic states, 
which were experiencing the 
growing pains of democracy. 

“They would ask, ‘How 
do we get civilian control of 
the military?’ ” she said. “It’s 

not something we would 
ever think of, but so many 
of these countries experience 
military coups. Egypt is in 
one right now.” 

Hutchison was met with 
questions about how an in-
dependent judiciary func-
tioned and how impartial 
rule of law was enforced. 
Some were surprised to 
learn that citizens were al-
lowed to speak out against 
the government without fear 
of being silenced or killed. 

An area where power is 
separated is in the ability to 
declare war, a power that, 
constitutionally, lies with 
Congress; however, since 
9/11 and the 2003 invasion 
of Iraq, Hutchison has seen 
the rise of “asymmetrical 
warfare,” where enemies of 
America and the West are 
not nations, but rogue splin-
ter groups like al-Qaida and 
ISIS. 

This pattern goes back to 
the end of the World War 
II, with Hutchison drawing 
on the Korean and Vietnam 
wars as examples of the 
increasingly blurred line 
of how warfare is initiated 
and conducted. 

“It’s become less and less 
obvious what a war is,” she 
said. “In warfare now, it’s 
hard to even say who our en-
emies are.”

Nonetheless, this tension 
between the executive and 
legislative branches regard-
ing military actions is in-
herent to America’s system 
of checks and balances. It 
should not be easy to go to 
war, she said, even as the 
tightrope of what war and 
defense are grows thinner. 

And there is no one-size-
fits-all democratic system. 

Hutchison said she be-
lieves each country needs to 
listen to their people to self-
determine their own gover-
nance. When Afghanistan 
was setting up its current 
legislature, they decided 
they would have a quota 
for women representatives. 
While Hutchison doesn’t 
think such a quota is needed 
in the U.S., she stressed the 
necessity of full representa-
tion in places as culturally 
different as the Middle East. 

As a former congress-
woman, she feels the role 
of the legislature should 
not be diminished. For ex-
ample, in June 2014, the Su-
preme Court unanimously 
ruled that President Barack 
Obama had overreached his 
executive authority when he 
appointed three members to 

the National Labor Relations 
Board, defending his action 
by claiming Congress was 
not in session. Because only 
Congress can say whether 
they are in session, the ap-
pointments were deemed 
unconstitutional.   

“In my opinion, Congress 
is the [branch of govern-
ment] that has to make sure 
its powers stays intact,” she 
said. “The president is one 
man. We all know one man 
can make a decision a whole 
lot easier than 535 can. Con-
gress is pretty darn un-
wieldy, and when you have 
to have all of them agree on 
every word in a pretty big 
bill, it can be cumbersome.” 

On the other hand, she 
has seen the Supreme Court 
become more politically ac-
tive in her time as a legisla-

tor. Hutchison mentioned 
last week’s two historic de-
cisions that upheld Obam-
acare and legalized same-
sex marriage nationwide. 
In addition, the number of 
presidential executive or-
ders have increased, start-
ing with Ronald Reagan in 
the 1980s and continuing 
through each presidential 
successor. 

It’s this balance of powers 
that keeps America’s govern-
ment strong and running, 
she said, even though polls 
will show that the majority 
of Americans are unhappy 
with Washington, D.C. 

“My colleague Sen. John Mc-
Cain (R-Arizona) said it well 
when Congressional approval 
ratings went down into the 
single digits,” she remembered. 
“He said, ‘Well, now we’re 

down to family and paid staff.’ ” 
Despite the discourag-

ment of partisan gridlock, 
Hutchison said public ser-
vants owe it to the people to 
get things done because the 
alternative is a very danger-
ous situation. 

People need to have their 
voices heard. The symbol 
of that worldwide is voting, 
Hutchison said, remember-
ing the sight of Iraqi citi-
zens’ inked fingers, which 
indicated they voted in their 
country’s first election. But 
she also noted there’s an in-
herent problem with free-
dom fighters transitioning to 
democratic leaders. 

“They don’t understand 
[it],” she said. 

Speaking with an anony-
mous Russian parliamentar-
ian, Hutchison recalled, he 
was convinced the U.S. want-
ed Russia to fail, citing low 
investments from the West. 
Hutchison said that, in order 
for investments to be made, 
investors have to believe their 
rights will be upheld and the 
rule of law will be enforced. 
They need to believe in their 
country’s democracy. 

“America wants to invest in 
Russia. We want everybody to 
participate, to have freedom 
and democracy,” she said. 
“That’s the American Dream 
we want for everyone.”
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Kay Bailey Hutchison, former senator from Texas, discusses civic literacy and the balance of power 
between branches of government in the Amphitheater on Friday. 

Hutchison: People need to have their voices heard

Editor’s Note: The Q&A appears 
with this story on our website, at 
chqdaily.com
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Visitors Center 1040 E. State St., Olean, N.Y.  • (716) 790-7000
Museum • Return/Repair • Retail

Stop in to discover our in-store
specials!

For CSO, Milanov,  
an encouraging and 

celebratory start
CHRISTOPHER H. GIBBS
Guest Critic

There was an unusual 
sense of anticipation and 
celebration Thursday night 
at the opening concert of 
Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra’s 87th season. After 
the traditional communal 
singing of the national an-
them, the game began with 
Rossen Milanov leading his 
inaugural concert as the en-
semble’s new conductor and 
music director. Milanov pre-
viously conducted here three 
times, first in 2011, and was 
appointed as the CSO’s ninth 
music director in October. 
His entrance overlaps with 
a notable exit: After the an-
them, President Tom Becker 
introduced Marty Merkley, 
who retires this year as vice 
president and director of 
programming. The unusu-
ally large Chautauqua audi-
ence joined the orchestra in 
giving Merkley a standing 
ovation as a show of grati-
tude for 25 years of elegant 
and devoted service.

It is heartening that Mila-
nov chose to kick off his ten-
ure by programming a work 
of a contemporary American 
composers and then by shap-
ing such a committed per-
formance. Christopher Theo-
fanidis’s “Rainbow Body” 
is an immediately attractive 
and listener-friendly piece. 
Given its title, and in light of 
last week’s Supreme Court 
decision legalizing same-sex 
marriage, one could not help 
but have associations leap 
to mind for such a celebra-
tory work, especially as near 
the end of the score calls for 
joyous cheering from the or-
chestra members. 

But in fact, the title refers 
to a Tibetan Buddhist belief 
in the transformation of the 

enlightened dead into the 
energy of the universe. Mu-
sically, the piece is based on 
a medieval chant written by 
Hildegard von Bingen, the 
12th-century Benedictine 
abbess, mystic, author and 
composer known for the 
grand sweep of her melo-
dies. One such soaring tune 
is “Ave Maria, O auctrix vite” 
(Hail Mary, O authoress of 
life), which Theofanidis ef-
fectively and colorfully elab-
orates over the course of the 
12-minute composition.

The use of Gregorian 
chant within orchestral 
pieces is nothing new, as the 
two other principal works 
on the program demon-
strated by quoting the most 
famous medieval melody, 
the “Dies irae” from the Re-
quiem Mass. I don’t know 
if Milanov planned the con-
cert with this in mind, but it 
served as a subtle thematic 
thread throughout the eve-
ning.

No soloist has enjoyed as 
sustained a relationship with 
the CSO as has pianist Alex-
ander Gavrylyuk, who first 
appeared in 2006 and has re-
turned every summer since. 
This remarkable Ukrainian-
born musician, who turns 31 
this year, also regularly gives 
recitals and master classes 
here in what amounts to an 
annual residency that has al-
lowed Chautauquans to ob-
serve his spectacular artistic 
growth. 

Gavrylyuk specializes, 
perhaps to a somewhat lim-
iting degree, in Russian rep-
ertory and on this latest out-
ing played Rachmaninoff’s 
“Rhapsody on a Theme of 
Paganini.” The distinctive 
qualities of Gavrylyuk’s 
thrilling gifts were amply 
in evidence: dazzling tech-
nique wedded to sensitive 

musicianship. I have at-
tended many performances 
of this warhorse, but never 
one more engaging, further 
enhanced by Milanov’s alert 
accompaniment. 

The standing ovation 
that erupted at the end fell 
into the spontaneous rather 
than obligatory category, 
and deservedly so. The au-
dience was rewarded with 
the mind-blowing virtuos-
ity of Felix Mendelssohn’s 
“Wedding March” from the 
incidental music to A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream as ar-
ranged by Franz Liszt, and 
then made even more daz-
zlingly difficult by Vladimir 
Horowitz. One rarely hears 
such electrifying pianistic 
display — no wonder we all 
await Gavrylyuk’s return 
each summer. (Or sooner: 
he performs in the Amphi-
theater next Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights.) 

Celebration of another 
order, that commemorating 
lives lost, came after inter-
mission. The bare stage grad-
ually filled as CSO members 
processed in and placed 
white roses in memory of 
violinist Mary Whitaker and 
trombonist Vern Kagarice, 
both of whom died last year. 
The orchestra then played 
the deeply moving “Nim-
rod” section of Edward El-
gar’s “Enigma Variations,” 
followed by total silence in 
the hall — an opportunity 
for reflection on tragic loss.

Milanov concluded the 
concert with a brilliant per-
formance of one of the key 
works in the orchestral rep-
ertory. The 26-year-old Hec-
tor Berlioz composed his 
first symphony in 1830, just 
three years after Beethoven’s 
death, and titled it “Episode 
in the Life of an Artist: Fan-
tastic Symphony in Five 

Movements.” There had nev-
er before been a work of pro-
gram music quite like it, and 
the impact was enormous. 
In his role as music critic, 
Robert Schumann wrote the 
longest review of his career 
praising the music (he had 
reservations about the story 
behind it) and Franz Liszt 
transcribed the sprawling 
work for piano. It requires 
some historical imagination 
to recapture the most shock-
ing aspects of the work and 
appreciate the various ways 
in which it helped shape mu-
sical Romanticism.

Symphonie fantastique was 
a shrewd choice for Milanov 
to program at his inaugu-
ral concert because in some 
ways, it is a grand “concerto 
for orchestra.” Berlioz initial-
ly hoped for a band of about 
220 players (he got much 
less) and the sonic imagi-
nation and innovations are 
extraordinary. He enlisted 

instruments previously 
unheard of in symphonies 
(such as harps and chimes), 
used more traditional ones 
in new ways (four kinds of 
clarinets, bassoons spot-
lighted as never before) and 
employed instruments that 
have since disappeared (ser-
pent and ophicleide). And it 
is not just who plays but how 
the musicians are instructed 
to play — Berlioz exploited 
new effects. It is a fantastic 
piece in every sense.

Milanov elicited a terrific 
performance from the CSO. 
The solo playing through-
out was generally at a high 
level, but most impressive 
was the overall ensemble. 
The energy, clarity, balances 
and loving attention to de-
tails made this a far from 
routine presentation. I have 
a habit of noting in my score 
every performance I attend 
and looking over a long list I 
realize Symphonie fantastique 

is something I have heard 
performed a lot, including a 
good many times in the Am-
phitheater over the past forty 
years. I have rarely, for any 
piece, witnessed the Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orchestra 
play with such vitality and 
commitment. What an en-
couraging and celebratory 
start to a new chapter in its 
distinguished history. 

Christopher H. Gibbs is the 
James H. Ottaway Jr. Profes-
sor of Music at Bard College, 
co-artistic director of the Bard 
Music Festival, executive edi-
tor of The Musical Quarter-
ly, and program annotator for 
The Philadelphia Orchestra. 
Among his books are The Life 
of Schubert, which has been 
translated into five languages, 
and the college edition of The 
Oxford History of Western 
Music, co-authored with Rich-
ard Taruskin.

SAALIK KAHN | Staff Photographer

At left, pianist Alexander Gavrylyuk performs with the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra and new 
music director and conductor Rossen Milanov in the Amphitheater on Thursday evening. 
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little patriots
children’s school parade celebrates independence day

T                         he annual Children’s School Fourth of July Parade, held Friday, drew 
together generations to watch the youngest Chautauquans — resplendent in 
red, white and blue  —   march to the Colonnade and sing. The parade kicks 
off this weekend’s Independence Day festivities.
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jake zuckerman
Staff Writer

“We are a city upon a hill,” 
“We Americans are an almost 
chosen people,” “[America is] 
a beloved community.”

What do these lines by 
John Winthrop, Abraham lin-
coln and Martin luther King 
Jr., respectively, all have in 
common?

They’re all famous words 
about America, and they all 
draw on language from the 
Bible. This, Eboo Patel argued, 
is a prime example of why 
America needs interfaith co-
operation.

“What is interfaith?” Pa-
tel asked. “it is how our 
relationships with people 
who are different impact 
the way we understand our 
traditions, and how our in-
teractions within our tradi-
tions help us relate to other 
people.”

Speaking at 2 p.m. Thurs-
day in the Hall of Philosophy, 
Patel delivered his lecture, 
“interfaith leadership and 
literacy,” focusing on what 
interfaith cooperation is and 
why America so desperately 
needs it to thrive.

According to Patel, the 
answer to the question that 
interfaith cooperation poses 
is pluralism. Pluralism, he 
continued, comprises three 

ingredients: respect for dis-
senting views and different 
faiths of others, relation-
ships with those of other 
traditions and denomina-
tions and a mutual commit-
ment to the common good.

“Pluralism is the solution 
to the main question that in-
terfaith cooperation seeks to 
solve, which is how do you 
have a healthy, religiously 
diverse society,” Patel said.

given that Patel is a long-
time Chautauqua veteran, he 
made an explicit point to ask 
the question some lecturers 
evade or ignore: Why does 
any of this matter?

The benefits of interfaith 
cooperation, he said, mat-

ter because they fortify five 
cornerstones of a healthy, 
functioning democracy: in-
terfaith cooperation reduces 
prejudices that pose as barri-
ers to political participation; 
it strengthens social cohe-
sion; it builds social capital; 
it advances the continuity of 
community identities; and it 
confirms and furthers the sa-
credness of diverse religious 
communities.

regarding the latter, Pa-
tel drew from the iconic 
American words of Win-

throp, lincoln and King.
“it is impossible to imag-

ine the thread of American 
rhetoric without the sacred,” 
Patel said. 

Wrapping up his point, 
Patel shared the story of 
ruth Messinger. Patel said 
when Messinger moved to 
oklahoma, she was tasked 
with the job of fixing the 
state’s child welfare system. 
After experiencing diffi-
culty due to being a Jewish 
woman, she reached out to 
local churches for help.

Despite her and the 
church members’ differ-
ing views, Patel said, they 
all found common ground 
in the need to tend to or-
phaned children. The pas-
tors allowed her to speak at 
their congregations to fos-
ter a network of parents for 
the children.

“There are hundreds of 
thousands of young native 
Americans who grew up 
in loving homes in West-
ern oklahoma because of 
ruth Messinger,” Patel said. 
“[She] was an interfaith 
leader and had the ability to 
build bridges of cooperation 
across some of the divide.”

it is Messinger’s abil-
ity to find the tangential 
points of agreement be-
tween two different reli-
gions to better the world 
that Patel urged for more 
of in America from aspir-
ing social entrepreneurs.

“This is a growing move-
ment,” Patel said. “You all in 
Chautauqua should be very 
proud of your role in it, and 
i think the moment right 
now calls for definition, and 
i think that the future is very 
bright.”

Patel urges interfaith cooperation as American interest

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer

Eboo Patel, founder and president of the Interfaith Youth Core, spoke on Thursday about interfaith leadership and literacy. Patel is also a member of President Barack Obama’s Inaugural Advisory Council 
on Faith-Based Neighborhood Partnership.

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer

Shehnaz Mansuri sits alongside her son Khalil, 5, to watch her 
husband, Eboo Patel, deliver Thursday’s afternoon lecture.
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Though independence 
Day might get Chautau-
quans excited for fireworks 
over the lake, Jared Jacob-
sen is “psyched” for a patri-
otically themed Sacred Song 
Service. 

Jacobsen, organist and 
director of worship and sa-
cred music, will lead a ser-
vice titled “Favorite Hymns 
of our United States Presi-
dents” at 8 p.m. Sunday in 
the Amphitheater. 

This service was first 
given at Chautauqua insti-
tution in 1998, and has sub-
sequently been updated and 
repeated in 2005 and 2011. 
Jacobsen said he likes to re-
visit the service every few 
years to see what’s new in 
presidential scholarship.

“Certain presidents were 
known to be Sunday school 
teachers or particular men 
of faith,” Jacobsen said. “So 
I just figured that there had 

to be hymns that were favor-
ites [of theirs].”

Jacobsen said that the 
service will consist mostly 
of congregational singing, 
with fewer choral arrange-
ments for the Chautauqua 
Choir than usual. The ser-
vice will also contain a 
“painless history lesson,” 
with stories about each of 
the presidents whose favor-
ite hymns are to be sung. 

These historical anec-
dotes will be read by board 
of trustees Vice Chair Tim 
Renjilian and his wife, Les-
lie. Previous iterations of the 
service have been narrated 
by a congressman and an 
incumbent president.

“It [the service] will have 
the usual bookends at the 
front and the back that we 
always do,” Jacobsen said. 
“But in the middle, we’ll 
sort of just climb inside the 
musical minds of these pres-
idents.”

The service was original-

ly compiled by former Daily 
editor and institution histo-
rian, Alfreda Irwin and Jack 
grigsby, respectively. While 
historical documentation 
was tracked down for presi-
dents who had died, sitting 
former presidents who were 
still alive were sent letters 
requesting information 

about their favorite sacred 
songs.

Jacobsen said many wrote 
personal replies.

“All of them that we’ve 
contacted are thrilled to be 
asked, and they give very 
thoughtful replies,” Jacob-
sen said. “Not just, ‘Here’s 
the hymn I like,’ but ‘Here’s 
why.’ And that’s what per-
sonalizes this [service] for 
me.”

Among these replies is 
a letter from george H. W. 
Bush, who identified “The 
navy Hymn” as his favor-
ite because, “it expresses 
so wonderfully our depen-
dence on god for peace and 
strength.” 

Jacobsen added “The 
gift to Be Simple” in 2011 to 
represent President Barack 
obama. Jacobsen said that, 
although President obama 
has not officially stated that 
this is his favorite hymn, 
a version of the song was 
commissioned for his 2008 

inauguration ceremony.
The presidential letters 

now hang in the entry to Di-
rector of the Department of 
Religion Robert Franklin’s 
office.

“not only does Chautau-
qua ask to sort of catalogue 
[those replies] in a muse-
um like most institutions,” 
Franklin said. “No, we actu-
ally sing the hymns, and we 
have a narrative. We have 
this whole story that goes 
with them. That’s sort of 
the Chautauqua way of ap-
proaching history, holiday 
and sacred memory.”

Franklin feels that this 
Chautauquan approach pro-
vides a unique look at the 
religious lives of the presi-
dents.

“i celebrate Chautauqua 
for doing [this program] and 
giving us another angle of 
vision into the minds and 
the spirits of the presidents 
who have lead this revolu-
tionary nation, this revo-
lutionary experiment and 
what gives them spiritual 
comfort, courage, council 
and wisdom,” Franklin said. 
“I’ll be very interested to lis-
ten to the hymns.”

‘Favorite Hymns of Our Presidents’ to grace Sacred Song Service

Column by MArY lee TAlBOT

Morning Worship

T he Rev. Joel C. gregory returned to the theme of 
synchronicity in his final sermon as Week One 
chaplain at Chautauqua. “It’s About Time: Follow 
the Man with the Jug on his Head” was his new ser-

mon title and the Scripture was Mark 14:12-16, the story of 
finding the Upper Room for Jesus’s last Passover celebration.

“It was holiday time, and my wife and I were grocery 
shopping,” gregory said. “She had a recipe that called for 
hazelnuts, and I had no idea what a hazelnut was. When 
we got home, I asked her to put a few in bowl for me and I 
sat down with a book by Richard Foster, the Quaker writer 
on spirituality. I opened it to a page by Julian of Norwich, 
and she was talking about hazelnuts. Something as small as 
a hazelnut, she said, god had made, cared for and used. it 
was the message I needed that day.”

Carl Jung invented the word . 
According to Gregory, it happens when things with no 

causal relationship come together significantly. Jung was ex-
ploring the archetype of fish and was served fish for a meal, 
read a proverb about fish, saw a piece of embroidery with a 
fish, had a dream about fish, saw a picture of fish and was 
walking along a lake and saw a fish that had washed ashore. 

“Jung took note of that kind of thing,” gregory said.
In the Scripture, it was Passover and Jesus is in Bethany. 

He tells unnamed disciples to go into Jerusalem and, at a 
city gate, to follow a man with a jug of water on his head. 
They were to follow him to the house of the man who had 
prepared the room where Jesus would celebrate Passover.

“What if I would tell you to go outside Chautauqua’s 
middle gate, follow a man in a red SUV into Jamestown, 
stop at the house where he parks and go to the homeowner 
and ask ‘Is the barbecue ready yet?’ ” Gregory said.

Synchronicity is at the edge of this Scripture passage — 
only seen after the fact, he said. Carrying water was the 
exclusive work of women at that time. The disciples did not 
know they were going to one of the most famous rooms in 
human history, to one of the most famous meals in human 
history. it became the occasion for the beginning of one of 

the best known meals on the planet: the Lord’s Supper.
“Some of us think that the great moments in history 

happen with the sky splitting open, and a thundering voice 
saying ‘Now hear this; this is a big moment,’ ” Gregory said. 
“I have noticed that the things that have the heaviest weight 
in my life hang on the thinnest wire. I had no idea I was 
stepping into them.” 

gregory shared an example of synchronicity from his 
own ministry. 

in his Baptist tradition, pastors and church members 
used to visit the home of visitors who had come to Sunday 
services on Monday. One cold winter night, he was the 
only one who showed up. In picking out one of the visitors’ 
cards, he got one from a man he did not like. gregory tried 
to talk himself out of going but went to the man’s house. 

When the man opened the door he had a Gideon New 
Testament in his hand and was reading Ephesians 2. 

He said to Gregory, “How strange to see you. I have been 
reading Ephesians 2. Can you tell me about it?” 

gregory likes the original “Star Trek.” in that version, 
Captain Kirk and Spock play 3-D chess, on a horizontal and 
vertical level. 

“God acts that way in our lives,” Gregory said. “God acts 
on many levels, and we only see it after the fact.”

In the Scripture story, no one involved knew what was 
happening or was directly connected with each other. The 
story of Moses is like that, he said.

“For the second time in human history, all God’s pur-
poses were in a small ark,” Gregory said. “When the prin-
cess comes and discovers Moses, God’s purposes begin to 
unfold. The disciples walked behind the man with a jar and 
went to the house and everything was just as Jesus said it 
would be.”

Gregory said he wanted to have a walk like that. One day 
he was walking, listening to a book on tape, The Pilgrim’s 
Progress. He heard a portion where Faithful is giving testi-
mony to Christian, and Gregory wondered what page it was 
on in the book. When he got home, at random, he pulled a 
book on 20 centuries of preaching off his book shelf, and it 
fell open to a sermon on Faithful’s testimony.

“The sermon began with the very words I had heard,” 
gregory said. “Do these events happen every day or very 
often? no, but they happen often enough for me to believe 
that god is the god of divine synchronicity. 

“I wonder if, later, the disciples thought about what Jesus 
said in John 14,” he continued. “Jesus said, ‘In my Father’s 
house are many dwelling places, and I go before you to 
prepare a place for you.’ If Jesus can prepare a lower upper 
room, maybe he can prepare an upper upper room.”

The Rev. George Wirth presided. Erin Sears and Peter Ori, 
scholarship students with the International Order of King’s 
Daughters and Sons, read the Scripture. Sears read in English and 
Ori in Hungarian. The Chautauqua Choir sang “The Sixty-Sev-
enth Psalm” by Charles E. Ives.  As the Massey Organ was still 
under repair, Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship coordinator, 
directed the choir from the Steinway piano. The Carnahan-Jackson 
Chaplaincy Fund and the Geraldine M. and Frank E. McElree Jr. 
Chaplaincy Fund supported this week’s services.

God’s great moments hang on thin wire

The Agnes H. and Hal A. Faus-
naugh Fund for Theater provides 
funding for Saturday’s performance 
of Our Town.

The fund was established in the 
Chautauqua Foundation by Agnes H. 
and Hal A. Fausnaugh of Rocky River, 
ohio.  Hal is a former member of the 

institution board of trustees and the 
Chautauqua Foundation board.

The Fausnaughs have always loved 
the theater. Their first date in 1947 was to 
see Tallulah Bankhead in Private Lives. To 
honor the Fausnaughs’ 50th wedding an-
niversary, members of the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Theater donated and present-

ed this fund. Aggie and Hal helped start 
the Friends and served as the first secre-
tary and treasurer.

in addition to their active interest in 
Chautauqua, they were longtime sea-
son ticket holders for the Cleveland 
Playhouse and the great lakes Festival 
Theater.

Fausnaugh Fund provides funding for ‘Our Town’

Certain presidents 
were known to be 
Sunday school 
teachers or particular 
men of faith. So I just 
figured that there had 
to be hymns that were 
favorites [of theirs].”

—JARED JACOBSON 
Organist and director, worship 

and sacred music
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Abrahamic Program for  
Young Adults

The Abrahamic Program 
for Young Adults, now in its 
10th year, is designed to re-
flect the efforts and mission 
of the Department of religion 
by teaching young adults at 
Chautauqua institution about 
the shared heritage of the 
Abrahamic traditions: Juda-
ism, Christianity and islam. 
This year’s team is comprised 
of Jewish coordinator Sam 
Kaye, Christian coordinator 
Heidi Thorsen, female Mus-
lim coordinator Alyshah Aziz 
and male Muslim coordinator 
Taha El-nil.

APYA hosts “The Walls 
Come Tumbling Down: 
learning about the Fast of 
Tamuz 17” at 7 p.m. Sunday in 
the Marion lawrance room, 
upstairs in Hurlbut Church. 
Sunday is the 17th of Tamuz 
which marks the beginning of 
a Jewish season of introspec-
tion about destruction.

Baptist House

The rev. John C. Mcneill, 
Jr., youth minister at the First 
Mount Zion Baptist Church 
in Dumfries, Virginia, gives a 
sermon titled “Christian liv-
ing in the Digital Age” at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday in Baptist House, 
35 Clark. 

Blessing and Healing  
Daily Service

The Blessing and Healing 
service, sponsored by the De-
partment of religion, takes 
place at 10:15 a.m. weekdays 
in the randell Chapel of the 
United Church of Christ head-
quarters. This service is one 
opportunity that provides a 
time for quiet prayer in the 
midst of a busy Chautauqua 
schedule.

Chabad Lubavitch

Shabbat Service 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday at EJlC library. 
The Torah reading is Balak 
(num.22:2.) Kiddush, spon-
sored by the Cohen family, 
follows at 12:15 p.m. in the Zig-
don Chabad Jewish House.

Clare lopez, vice president 
for research and analysis at 
the Center for Security Policy, 
talks on “Anti-Semitism on 
College Campuses” at 2 p.m. 
Saturday in the ZCJH.

Shabbat ends at 9:49 p.m.
Sunday is the 17th of Tam-

muz, a fast day. A service and 
Torah reading is held from 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. Sunday at ZCJH. 
Fasting ends at 9:30 p.m.

rabbi Vilenkin presents a 
lecture, “Maimonides, a guide 
to the Perplexed,” at 9:15 a.m. 
Monday in the literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall.

reservations are required 
for the Shabbat dinner to be 
held 7:15 p.m. Friday at ZCJH.

Chapel of the Good Shepherd

The Very rev. Will H. Me-
bane, dean of St. Paul’s Episco-

pal Cathedral in Buffalo, New 
York, presides at services of 
Holy Communion at 7:45 and 
9 a.m. Sunday in the Chapel of 
the good Shepherd. 

The rev. Virginia Carr, vic-
ar of the chapel, leads a service 
of sung Compline at 9:30 p.m. 
Sunday nights throughout the 
season. The chapel, located at 
the corner of Clark and Park, 
is handicap-accessible via an 
elevator on the Park side and 
is open all day for meditation 
and prayer.

Chautauqua Catholic Community

Masses are 5 p.m. Saturday 
in the Hall of Philosophy, 9:15 
a.m. Sunday at in the Hall of 
Christ, and 12:15 p.m. Sunday 
in the Hall of Philosophy.

Daily Mass is celebrated at 
8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. week-
days in the Episcopal Chapel 
of the good Shepherd.

The rev. Anthony F. rigoli, 
pastor of our lady of guada-
lupe Church in new orleans, 
and the rev. John Collins, uni-
versity chaplain at gwynedd 
Mercy University in gwyn-
edd Valley, Pennsylvania, are 
priests-in-residence this week.

The rev. Todd remick is 
spiritual advisor of the Chau-
tauqua Catholic Commu-
nity and pastor of St. Mary of 
lourdes in Mayville and Be-
mus Point.

new host and hostess at the 
Catholic House on the corner 
of Palestine and the brick walk 
are Deacon ron and Sylvia 
Daines.    

Chautauqua Dialogue

Chautauqua Dialogues 
provides an opportunity for 
Chautauquans to participate 
in small group discussions 
based on the 2 p.m. interfaith 
lectures sponsored by the 
Department of religion at 
the Hall of Philosophy. The 
groups meet from 3:30 to 5 
p.m. Friday at various venues. 
Sign-ups to participate in one 
of these facilitated group dis-
cussions are immediately be-
fore or after the 2 p.m. lecture 
at the Hall of Philosophy Tues-
day through Thursday. group 
size is limited. This activity is 
sponsored by the Department 
of religion.

Christian Science House

The Sunday service is 9:30 
a.m. at the Christian Science 
House. This week’s Bible les-
son, god, may be studied 
during the week in our read-
ing room which is open 24/7 
for reflection and prayer. All 
are welcome to read from our 
current and archived copies of 
Christian Science periodicals 
including the Christian Science 
Monitor and use our computer 
based church resources.

Disciples of Christ

The rev. Dawn remster 
presides at the 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day service at the Disciples 
of Christ House, 32 Clark. 

Her Communion medita-
tion “Seeds and Possibilities,” 
based on Mark 4:26-34, looks 
at the way Jesus plants seeds 
that allow us new ways of see-
ing god at work in our world. 

Ecumenical Community of  
Chautauqua

The ECoC invites you to 
a Brown Bag at 12:15 p.m. 
Monday in randell Chapel. 
James Cook, a member of the 
founding family of the Min-
isters’ Union known today as 
the Ecumenical Community 
of Chautauqua, is the speak-
er. The Minister’s Union 
founded in 1928, provided 
low-cost housing for clergy 
and religious workers.  To-
day, the ECoC continues this 
tradition of low-cost housing 
open to all.

Everett Jewish Life Center

The Jewish Film Series con-
tinues at 3:30 p.m. Sunday in 
the Everett Jewish life Center.

natan Sachs, fellow, foreign 
colicy, Center for Middle East 
Policy at the Brookings institu-
tion,  gives an overview of is-
raeli society and politics from 
3:30 to 4:45 p.m. Monday in the 
EJlCC.

Food Bank Donations

Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing non-perishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
non-perishable food dona-
tions may be dropped off at 
any time at the Scott entrance 
of Hurlbut Church.

Hebrew Congregation

Join rabbi Allen Podet, 
from Temple Hesed Abra-
ham in Jamestown, from 9:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Saturday for 
morning service in the Hurl-
but Church. Susan goldberg 
Schwartz from Temple Beth 
Zion in Buffalo, New York, is 
the cantorial song leader. A 
Kiddush lunch, sponsored by 
Carole and Bob reeder in hon-
or of their 60th anniversary 
and Carole’s 80th birthday, is 
served following the service.

The Shirley lazarus Sun-
day Speakers Series features 
Marty Merkley from 8 to 9 p.m. 
Sunday. The title of his talk 
is “Yesterday, Today, and in-
Between.” refreshments are 
served and bus transportation 
is available on the grounds at 
the end of the evening.

Hurlbut Memorial  
Community Church

A service of meditation, 
Scriptures, songs, prayers and 

Communion runs from 8:30 
to 9:15 a.m. Sunday at Hurl-
but Memorial Community 
Church. Everyone is welcome 
to attend.

Hurlbut Church Lemonade Stand

The stand serves coffee, 
lemonade, iced tea, a variety 
of sweet rolls, grilled hot dogs, 
hamburgers and italian sau-
sages from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday on the sidewalk in 
front of Hurlbut Church.

Hurlbut Church Meal Ministry

Hurlbut Church is cook-
ing, and everyone is invited. 
The church serves lunch from 
11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. week-
days, and dinner from 5 to 7 
p.m. each Thursday evening 
during the season. The church 
is located on the corner of 
Scott and Pratt. The weekday 
lunches offer a choice of home-
made soup and sandwich, 
soup and salad, turkey salad 
plate, fresh fruit plate, veg-
gie wrap, or a special-of-the-
day; either quiche, taco salad 
or crab salad. All lunches are 
served with a beverage and 
a freshly baked cookie for $7. 
These nutritious and delicious 
meals are for eat-in or takeout. 
All proceeds from the meals 
benefit the mission and min-
istries of the Hurlbut Church.

International Order of the King’s 
Daughters and Sons

The ida A. Vanderbeck Cha-
pel on Pratt is open to all for 
prayer and meditation from 9 
a.m to 7 p.m. daily. This Cha-
pel was built in 1963 and has 
been available to the Chautau-
qua community ever since.

Labyrinth

Chautauquans continue to 
have the opportunity to learn 
about and walk the labyrinth 
during the 2015 season. led 
by Wally and norma rees and 
sponsored by the Department 
of religion, an orientation 
is presented at 7 p.m. every 
Monday throughout the sea-
son. This orientation includes 
a brief history on uses of the 
labyrinth. The Chautauqua 
labyrinth, located next to 
Turner Community Center, is 
accessible though the Turner 
building or through the park-
ing lot, if arriving via route 
394. There is bus and tram 
service to Turner. remember 
your gate Pass. The orienta-
tion session concludes in time 
to attend the evening program 
in the Amphitheater.

Lutheran House

The rev. David laakso, pas-
tor at Faith Evangelical luther-
an Church in Erie, Pennsylva-
nia, presides at a service of 
Holy Communion at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday at lutheran House lo-
cated on the brick walk at the 
corner of Peck and Clark. Den-
nis Smith is our accompanist 
this week. Suzy Metzger and 
Audrey Chya are soloists for 
this week.

This season the lutheran 
House is celebrating our 125th 
anniversary on the grounds 
and 90 years at our current lo-
cation.

Metropolitan Community Church

The lgBT “Meet and 
greet” is at 6 p.m. Sunday on 
the porch of the literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall.  

Mystic Heart Community  
Meditation Program

Subagh Singh Khalsa, co-
director of Mystic Heart, will 
lead Week Two meditation 
sessions in the Sikh Dharma 
tradition. Mystic Heart Pro-
gram holds daily, guided 
meditation sessions Monday 
to Friday from 7:15 to 8 a.m. 
in the conference room of the 
Main gate Welcome Center. 
Meditation seminars, which 
include more in-depth instruc-
tion and discussion, are held 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
12:30 to 1:55 p.m. in the Hall of 
Missions. A silent meditation, 
or centering prayer, is held 
Thursday from 7:15 to 7:45 p.m. 
in the Welcome Center.

People of any religion or 
spiritual belief can attend the 
sessions, and can attend any 
day of the week, regardless 
of previous or no experience 
with meditation practices. 
gate passes are required to at-
tend the morning meditations.

Presbyterian House

The rev. g. Bobby Musen-
gwa, pastor of Maximo Pres-
byterian Church in St. Peters-
burg, Florida, presides at the 
9:30 a.m. Sunday service in 
the Presbyterian House Cha-
pel. His sermon, “Partners in 
Christ’s Service,” is based on 
the text from Mark 6:1-13. 

Presbyterian House invites 
all Chautauquans for coffee on 
the porch following the week-
day morning worship and 
preceding the 10:45 a.m. lec-
ture. Coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
and lemonade are available. 
The house porch overlooking 
the Amphitheater provides a 
good place to find old friends 
and make new ones.

Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers)

The religious Society of 
Friends, Quakers, meets for 
worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
in the octagon Building on 
the corner of Cookman and 
Wythe.

Unitarian Universalist

The rev. Alison Wohler, 
minister of the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Society of Amherst, 
Massachusetts, preaches on 
“A Politics Worthy of the Hu-
man Spirit” at the 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday service in the Hall of 
Philosophy. Music Director 
Ann Weber is joined by guest 
soloist Paul Weber, trumpet, in 
performing the music of Bach 
and Handel.

Wohler participates in a 
talk-back session designed to 
further explore the topic of her 
Sunday address from 9:15 to 
10:15 a.m. Monday. The venue 
is weather dependent and is 
announced at the Sunday Ser-
vice.

United Church of Christ

The rev. Elane o’rourke, 
pastor of discipleship and 
spiritual formation at Cov-
enant of the Cross Church in 
Madison, Tennessee, presides 
at the 8:45 a.m. Sunday service 
in the randell Chapel in the 
UCC Headquarters Building. 
Her sermon, “in the Son is 
the Father,” is based on Deu-
teronomy 6 and John 14. She 
explores how the way we ex-
perience god is directly cor-
related to how we experience 
our fathers. An extended cof-
fee hour featuring fruit and 
pastry selections follows the 
service.

“Taizé and Tea,” an ecu-
menical service of song and 
prayer, is offered from 7:15 
to 7:45 p.m. Monday at the 
randell Chapel at the United 
Church of Christ Headquar-
ters.  The service includes tra-
ditional chants from Taizé, 
interspersed with prayers, 
readings and a time of silence.  
iced tea is served afterwards. 

United Methodist

The rev. J. Paul Womack 
presides at the 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day service in the chapel. His 
sermon title is “Why love?” 
Womack, recently retired pas-
tor of Hurlbut Church, lives in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee.

All are welcome to stop by 
the porch for coffee weekdays 
between the morning worship 
and 10:45 a.m. lecture.

To preorder a lunch for 
Tuesday’s chaplain chat, stop 
by the house or call 716-357-
2055 by Monday. The cost is $7.

Unity of Chautauqua

The rev. Sandra Campbell, 
an associate minister with 
Unity Temple on the Plaza in 
Kansas City, Missouri, leads 
the 9:30 a.m. Sunday service in 
the Hall of Missions. Her mes-
sage is titled “What You Say is 
What You get!”

Unity holds a morning dai-
ly word meditation from 8 to 
8:30 a.m. weekdays in the Hall 
of Missions.

The randell-Hall Memo-
rial Chaplaincy provides 
funding for the ministry and 
preaching of the rev. Edward 
K. Braxton throughout this 
week.

The randell-Hall Memori-
al Chaplaincy was established 
by Mrs. E. Snell Hall of James-
town to honor two important 
Jamestown residents who 
played active roles in the life 
of Chautauqua.

The rev. Dr. Alfred E. 
randell, Minister Emeri-
tus of Jamestown’s pioneer 

First Congregational Church 
served as director of religion 
at Chautauqua for 14 years 
beginning in 1943. in the fall 
of 1946, the randells moved to 
Chautauqua from new York 
City to devote full time to his 
duties here after resigning his 
three-year position in new 
York as assistant superinten-
dent of the new York State 
Congregational Churches. 
Randell first came to the area 
in 1917 to serve as pastor of the 
pioneer First Congregational 
Church. He served the James-

town church until 1944, the 
longest service by any minis-
ter to that congregation, and 
was named Minister Emeritus 
upon his retirement. 

Born in Brighton, Eng-
land, in 1877, randell stud-
ied at Chicago Theological 
Seminary from which he re-
ceived his bachelor of divin-
ity degree. While serving at 
churches in the Chicago area, 
randell received his doctor 
of divinity degree from the 
Evangelical Theological Semi-
nary of naperville, illinois. He 

was in naperville when a del-
egation of members from the 
Jamestown church heard him 
speak, resulting in his call to 
the Jamestown church. ran-
dell died on oct. 2, 1962.

E. Snell Hall, the husband 
of the donor of the randell-
Hall Chaplaincy, is the second 
person for which the fund is 
named. A former Chautauqua 
institution trustee, Hall was 
born in Kiantone, new York in 
1873, the son of the rev. Elliott 
C. and Tirzah Snell Hall. Dur-
ing his lifetime, Hall served as 

an important philanthropist 
and charitable leader in the 
Jamestown area.

Hall began his career as a 
university teacher, after his 
graduation from Amherst 
College. In his first position, 
Hall taught chemistry at Cor-
nell University. Four years 
later, he received a doctor of 
philosophy degree from John 
Hopkins University. He was 
appointed research assistant 
at the University of Chicago 
where he remained until he 
accepted in 1906 the position 

of acting assistant professor 
of chemistry at the Univer-
sity of Washington, Seattle. 
He returned to Amherst to 
teach from 1907 to 1912, after 
which he was called home 
to Jamestown to assume his 
ailing father’s business in-
terests. in Jamestown, Hall 
served as chairman of the 
executive committee of the 
board of the Bank of James-
town, and as a director of 
Marlin-rockwell Company, 
a division of TrW. Hall died 
on March 31, 1965. 

Randell-Hall Memorial Chaplaincy provides for Braxton sermons this week

Interfaith News
Compiled by meg viehe

Westfield

Let’s 
Visit



Thomas and Jane Welch

During this past year, 
long-time Chautauquans 
Thomas and Jane Welch 
passed from our midst.

Jane Todd Welch died 
peacefully at home in Cos 
Cob, Connecticut, on June 2, 
2015. She had just returned 
this past Memorial Day to 
her beloved Chautauqua for 
her 100th birthday party on 
the Institution grounds, at 
the home of Juanita and John 
Jackson and to attend her 
granddaughter’s wedding 
in her parent’s Chautauqua 
Shores garden.

Jane attended Skidmore 
College and did graduate 
work at Bank Street Col-
lege, specializing in early 
childhood education. She 
founded the Amherst, New 
York Cooperative Nursery 
School and taught parent-
ing and teaching at Buffalo 
State Teacher’s College and 
the University of Buffalo. 
She was the executive direc-
tor of The Mothering Center 
in Greenwich, Connecticut 
from 1978 to 1995.

She was predeceased by 
her husband of 76 years, 
Thomas Harris Welch, 
last summer. Tom was the 
grandson of Charles Ed-
gar Welch, who was a past 
board member of Chautau-
qua Institution and the first 
president of Welch’s Grape 
Juice Company. Tom’s great-
grandfather, Thomas Bram-
well Welch, Maryland, was 
concerned that the commu-
nion wine sometimes led to 
binge drinking in alcoholic 
patients. When he read that 
Louis Pasteur had succeeded 
in pasteurizing milk, he tried 
applying the process to fruit, 

which resulted in Dr. Welch’s 
Unfermented Wine. It was 
Charles’ innovative outreach 
and advertising that turned 
Welch’s Grape Juice into the 
first truly national company 
in the United States.

Jane and Tom met as teen-
agers across the lake from 
the Institution at Chedwel. 
During college, they became 
engaged on a sailboat on the 
lake and were married in the 
Welches’ Roycroft-built log 
cabin where they first met. 
Chautauqua was their sum-
mer residence for more than 
30 years during their retire-
ment. Tom’s early years at 
Chautauqua included per-
forming in the children’s 
chorus of the first opera 
produced here (along with 
a young Mary Bestor Cram), 
studying the French Horn, 
fishing and boating.

After a chemistry major 
at Cornell University, Tom 
spent the first part of his ca-
reer in silicone research at 
the Linde Division of Union 
Carbide Corporation. Dur-
ing World War II, his group 
turned their attention to find-
ing ways to make synthetic 
jewels that were sorely need-
ed in navigational tools and 
time devices. Natural jewels 
were unavailable because the 
ships to bring them from Af-

rica were in danger of being 
sunk. Later, he worked in the 
division of Research and De-
velopment at Union Carbide. 
He was directly responsible 
for building and running 
the Tarrytown Laboratory, 
subsequently becoming the 
supervisor of all research fa-
cilities for the company.

The Welches survived 
many of their peers, but they 
always made friends of all 
ages, entertaining many of 
them on sunset cruises or 
fishing trips on their boat. 
They were devoted to the 
Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra and hosted Sympho-
ny Partner gatherings.

Tom and Jane are sur-
vived by their son, Stephen 
T. Welch (Carol Welch) of 
Deerfield Beach, Florida, and 
two daughters, Martha G. 
Welch (Robert Ludwig) of 
New York City and Elizabeth 
A. Welch (Stephen E. Glin-
ick) of Barrington, Rhode 
Island. Jane is also survived 
by her sister, Virginia Todd 
Kneeland of Crosby, Min-
nesota. Their grandchildren 
are Chautauquans. Em-
ily B. Glinick (Daniel P. Wil-
son) worked five seasons 
at a stage manager for the 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany and Thomas Bramwell 
(Bram) Welch-Horan (Jessica 
Merrill and sons Charles and 
Oliver) wrote for The Chau-
tauquan Daily.
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C O M M U N I T Y

in memoriam

Milestones

Allen R. Wood

Allen R. Wood died Sep-
tember 27, 2014, in Atlanta 
from complications of non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Mr. 
Wood, formerly of Pitts-
burgh and Bluffton, South 
Carolina, is survived by his 
wife of 60 years, Elizabeth 
B. Wood; three sons, Gary 
A. Wood (Jody) of Roswell, 
Georgia, Jeffrey B. Wood 
(Claudia) of River Forest, Il-
linois, and James M. Wood of 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida; and 
four grandchildren, Abby, 
Charley, Caroline, and Adam 
Wood. He is also survived 
by a sister-in-law, Dorothy S. 
Wood of Hardwick, Massa-
chusetts; a brother-in-law, A. 
Ralph Barlow of Providence, 
Rhode Island; and one niece 
and two nephews.

Wood was born March 1, 
1932 in Andover, Massachu-
setts, to the late Harold N. 
and Georgianna M. Wood. 
He received his B.A. in eco-
nomics from Allegheny Col-
lege in 1954 and his M.B.A. 
from the University of Pitts-
burgh in 1969. He served 

in the U.S. Army from 1955 
through 1957. Following 
his military service, he and 
Mrs. Wood settled in Pitts-
burgh and raised their sons 
in the suburb of Penn Hills. 
He worked for Westing-
house Corporation in Pitts-
burgh in various executive 
capacities until his 1994 re-
tirement as director of real 

estate and construction.
Mr. Wood made friends 

wherever he went; he thrived 
being among people and will 
be missed by his family and 
many friends. He lived a life 
of service, using his profes-
sional skills to assist non-
profit and religious organi-
zations. He served on the 
vestry of St. James Episcopal 
Church, the board of the Sal-
vation Army, and in various 
professional societies for in-
dustrial real estate. He and 
Mrs. Wood retired to Bluff-
ton, South Carolina, in 1997 
and spent their summers 
at Chautauqua Institution, 
where he enjoyed gardening, 
lectures, and music.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made in his name 
to the Chautauqua Founda-
tion, chautauquafoundation.
org, or by mail to P.O. Box 28, 
Chautauqua, NY 14722.
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Classical pianist Joseph 
Musser will present the 
“Sharing God’s Gift” Pre-
Vespers program at 4:30 
p.m. Sunday in the Hall of 
Philosophy.

Musser recently retired 
from his position as pro-
fessor of English at Ohio 
Wesleyan University, where 
he taught for 37 years. He 
specialized in 18th-century 
British literature and nonfic-
tion writing. 

He sings with the Chau-
tauqua Motet Choir and 
Sunday Choir, and he has 
played piano in the Chau-
tauqua Motet Consort. He 
serves as organist at the 
Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd, and in Delaware, Ohio, 
he has been organist of the 
First Presbyterian Church 
for 30 years. 

Musser’s compositions 
include organ chorales and 
partitas, anthems, a cello so-
nata, several trios for flute, 
bassoon and piano, and a 
recorder quartet. He wrote 
two processionals for organ 
and brass quintet for the 
inauguration of Ohio Wes-
leyan’s president in 2008. At 
the end of the 2013 season, 
the Chautauqua Choir sang 
an anthem he wrote in hon-
or of the former director of 
religion, Joan Brown Camp-
bell, which used one of her 
prayers as a text. This spring 

he was commissioned to 
write an organ piece to com-
memorate the 130th anni-
versary of the Namdaemun 
Presbyterian Church in 
Seoul, South Korea. In June 
he played it in Seoul.

For 10 years he served on 
Chautauqua’s board of trust-
ees, as vice chair, chair of 
the Mission Policy Commit-
tee, and chair of the Hous-
ing Task Force. His wife, 
Louise, was a counselor at 
the Girls’ Club, and their 
daughters have also been 
active at Chautauqua. Their 
older daughter, Elizabeth, 
now a lawyer in Los Ange-
les, was in the high school 
conservatory theater pro-
gram and also worked at the 
Athenaeum. Their younger 
daughter, Margaret, now a 
veterinarian, taught sailing 
at Club for several years.

Musser received his B.A. 
from Union College, and his 
M.A. and Ph.D.  in English 
literature from the Univer-
sity of Virginia. In 2006, he 
completed 23 years as chair 
of the English Department. 
He has received three teach-
ing awards: the Shankland 
Award for the Encourage-
ment of Teachers in 1982, 
the Bishop Francis Kearns 
Award in 1996 and the Bish-
op Herbert Welch Meritori-
ous Teaching Award in 2010.

Musser to lead 
Sunday pre-Vespers

N E W S

AreA 
InformAtIon
Information about nearby 
attractions outside the 
Chautauqua Institution 
grounds is available at 
the Main Gate Welcome 
Center and Colonnade 
lobby. The Chautau qua 
County Visitors’ Bureau is 
located at the Main Gate 
Welcome Center (www.
tourchautauqua.com or 
716-357-4569 or 1-800-
242-4569).

 » on the grounds

  On Twitter: @chqdaily
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T H E  A R T S

ISHANI CHATTERJI
Staff Writer

“When the auditorium 
is in complete darkness, he 
speaks.”

These are among the first 
set of instructions play-
wright Thornton Wilder 
provides for the stage man-
ager in Our Town. In the 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany production of the play, 
which opens at 2:15 p.m. 
Saturday in Bratton Theater, 
they’re directions for Manu 
Narayan.

“When we think of stage 
manager, I think, we think 
of stage management, which 
is the real hero of our pro-
duction,” Narayan said. 
“The behind-the-scenes, the 
ones who organize every-
thing, make every cue, ev-
ery light that you see, every 
sound cue that you hear and 
every set piece that you are 
managing — they get them 
on and off stage.”

While Narayan only plays 
the onstage role of the stage 
manager, Jenny Kennedy 
is CTC’s actual production 
stage manager. This is Ken-
nedy’s ninth summer with 
CTC, and she is handling 
Our Town and Henry V. 

Kennedy started off as a 
stage management intern, 

moved her way up the lad-
der to the assistant stage 
management position, and 
finally to the production 
stage manager.

Like most of the Our Town 
team, Kennedy had a differ-
ent experience working on 
the play.

“Our Town is work like I 
have never done, in a theater 
like I have never worked 
in,” Kennedy said. “I have 
been working in [Bratton] 
for years, and I walk in and 
it never fails to surprise me.”

Having never read the 
play or worked on a produc-
tion of it before, Kennedy 
was all set to put her best 
foot forward when it came to 
keeping track of all the cos-
tumes props, documenting 
movement and doing every-
thing necessary to keep ev-
erybody on the same page.

“My elevator speech 
about stage management is 
that they are the commu-
nication hub of the produc-
tion,” Kennedy said.

While Kennedy man-
ages the movement of actors 
and props alike, Lee Savage 
brings the space to life with 
his set design.

This is Savage’s eighth 
season with the CTC, and he 
has done more than a dozen 
shows, including Lorraine 

Hansberry’s A Raisin in the 
Sun and William Shake-
speare’s The Tempest last year.

Our Town came with its 
challenges for Savage.

“It’s a play with minimal 
scenery and everything is 
conjured by the stage man-
ager to be in the audience’s 
imagination,” Savage said. 
“As a set designer, being 
asked to design a show with 
no scenery was the biggest 
obstacle.” 

But that was also the fun 
part, he said: to do some-
thing he has never done 
before, in a space that is fa-
miliar to him. He has long 
admired the interior and 
architecture of the build-
ing and was always keen on 
planting the action right in 
the middle of it.

“We have completely 
changed the configuration 
of the theater,” Savage said. 
“Our Town was written for a 
proscenium theater, but we 
felt like this production and 
the Bratton Theater could be 
really exciting if we made it 
feel more like one room, like 
a community experience for 
the audience.”

‘Our Town’ presents challenges, 
opportunities for production crew

Voice students, faculty join forces for recital
GEORGIE SILVAROLE
Staff Writer

Grace Canfield was blown 
away when a Chautauquan 
approached her in March 
after a performance at Alice 
Tully Hall in New York City.

“They said, ‘I remember 
your performance in Chau-
tauqua,’ ” Canfield said. 
“And I thought to myself, 
‘This is why I’m doing this.’ ”

Canfield has returned to 
Chautauqua Institution for 
her third year in the Voice 
Program as a soprano, and 
along with seven other stu-
dents — each paired with a 
vocal coach — she will par-
ticipate in a voice recital at 
4 p.m. Sunday in McKnight 
Hall. The event benefits the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund, and there 
is a $5 suggested fee.

Canfield, with vocal 
coach Benedicte Jourdois, 
will be performing four 
selections: “Laudamus te” 
from Mozart’s Great Mass 
in C minor; “An die Nacht” 
and “Kornblumen” by Rich-
ard Strauss; and “Open My 
Eyes to Beauty” by Gustav 
Klemm. 

Her mix of pieces isn’t 

reflective of anything other 
than music she enjoys, she 
said.

“There’s no real theme to 
it,” said Canfield, a rising se-
nior at the Juilliard School of 
Music. “It’s just music that I 
like that I hope other people 
will like, too.”

Joseph Schuster, a new-
comer to the Voice Program 
as a tenor, will also be per-
forming in Sunday’s recital 
with coach Donna Gill. A 
recent graduate from North-
western University, he will 
be singing Samuel Barber’s 
“Hermit Songs,” the lyrics of 
which were written by Irish 
monks and later translated 
into song.

“The cycle is very multi-
faceted and gives funny, 
somber and interesting 
looks into the lives of these 
monks,” Schuster said. “You 
should particularly look for-
ward to ‘Promiscuity’ and 
‘The Heavenly Banquet’ — 
they’re two of the shortest 
songs in the cycle but also 
the most fun.”

The other student-coach 
duos in the recital are Jean-
Philippe McClish and Mor-
gan Middleton with Martin 
Dubé, Kathryn Henry and 

Caitlin Gotimer with Julius 
Abrahams, and Sage DeA-
gro-Ruopp and Guillaume 
Poudrier with Bénédicte 
Jourdois.

Schuster said his personal 
draw to the Voice Program 
came from chair Marlena 
Malas’ talent and reputa-
tion.

“I’ve heard about Marle-
na Malas’ program at Chau-
tauqua ever since I got to 
college,” Schuster said. “The 
fresh perspectives the facul-
ty of the Voice Program will 
definitely help me to keep 
moving forward and inspire 
me to work harder.”

For Canfield, it’s the 
people, the faculty and the 
community. The recitals are 
a small part of the Chautau-
quan experience, but it’s the 
connections that bring her 
back. 

“Chautauqua just has a 
certain pull to it,” Canfield 
said. “Once you show up 
you never want to leave, and 
by the time they kick you 
out at the end of the sum-
mer, you’re already thinking 
about next year. It really is 
something.”

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer

Jenny Kennedy is the stage production manager of Chautauqua Theater Company. 

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer

Gyuyeon Shim performs “The Fire Aria” during a recital Tuesday in Fletcher Music Hall. 
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E N V I R O N M E N T

MIRANDA WILLSON
Staff Writer

While most Chautauquans 
were home for the winter, the 
gardens, landscapes, build-
ings and grounds staff and 
crews were busy continuing 
to make Chautauqua Institu-
tion a more sustainable com-
munity.

“Everything we do is 
geared toward improv-
ing the health of the lake 
and making sure our ac-
tions don’t impact it in any 
negative way,” said Betsy 
Burgeson, the Institution’s 
supervisor of gardens and 
landscapes.

Burgeson and her staff 
have been working to ad-
dress the main problem 
facing the lake — excess 
nutrients and sediments — 
through multiple projects. 
One of their big, new proj-
ects is the installation of 
2,100 square feet of addition-
al rain gardens at University 
Beach and Miller Park.

Rain gardens look like 
typical gardens, except they 
are planted into depressions 
in the ground and consist of 
multiple zones of plants that 
can each withstand different 
amounts of water. Burgeson 
said the deepest zone con-
tains plants such as blue flag 
iris and joe-pye weed, which 
can absorb 6 to 12 inches of 
water within a 24-hour span, 
and drier plants are placed at 
higher elevations along the 
depression.

According to the Low Im-
pact Development Center, 
a sustainable development 

nonprofit based in Maryland, 
the design of rain gardens 
prevents runoff from gain-
ing momentum and gives the 
water more time to infiltrate 
the ground, thus barring nu-
trients from entering the lake.

Burgeson encourages 
people to stop by University 
Beach throughout the sea-
son, as the construction of 
the rain garden there is on-
going.

“It’ll be fun for people to 
come see all the different stag-
es of the rain gardens, from 
when they’re first dug out, to 
when they’re planted, to when 
the soil mix goes in and every-
thing else,” she said.

In addition to the rain gar-
dens, this spring the opera-
tions staff installed a semi-
permeable walkway near 
Miller Park, according to 
John Shedd, director of oper-
ations and administrator of 
Architectural and Land Use 
Regulations at Chautauqua. 

The semi-permeable sur-
face is designed to allow 
runoff and stormwater to 
infiltrate before entering the 
lake, serving as a more sus-
tainable alternative to typi-
cal pavement surfaces that 
do not allow infiltration.

In the vein of energy con-
servation, the staff at build-
ings and grounds completed 
a boiler replacement project 
at Turner Community Cen-
ter this year thanks to finan-
cial incentives from the New 
York State Energy Research 
and Development Authority.

“NYSERDA will give you 
the money to help offset the 
costs of improving energy ef-

ficiency, so we received mon-
ey for replacing our boiling 
systems,” Shedd said.

The buildings and 
grounds staff also completed 
a lighting project this year 
that increased the efficiency 
of the lighting systems at 
Turner Community Center 
and the Colonnade, and they 
installed new LEED-certified 
lights at Norton Hall. 

LEED, which stands for 
Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design, is 
a rating system developed 
by the U.S. Green Build-
ing Council that recognizes 
environmentally friendly 
buildings. Shedd said that 
Chautauqua is pursuing 
LEED Gold certification, the 
second-highest environmen-
tal rating in designing the 
Amphitheater project.

Shedd is also looking 
into installing a recharging 
station for electric and hy-
brid cars, for which a few 
Chautauqua residents have 

expressed interest. He said 
he plans to meet with con-
sultants this summer before 
he invests in a particular 
product, as the technology 
for hybrid and electric cars is 
changing rapidly.

In addition to the projects 
from this year, Shedd said 
there are many ongoing proj-
ects from past years. Doug 
Conroe, Shedd’s retired pre-
decessor, is still completing 
a stormwater management 
project sponsored by New 
York State’s Green Initiative 
Grant Program.  

Another ongoing project 

addresses forest manage-
ment. Shedd said during the 
off-season, the Institution 
hires contractors to carry out 
major tree maintenence on 
the grounds, focusing on the 
older or unstable trees that 
pose safety risks, and the 
gardens staff plants 30 to 50 
new trees.

This year they are deter-
mining what types of trees 
should be put in which loca-
tions in order to encourage 
biodiversity throughout the 
grounds. They hired Forecon 
Inc., a forestry and natural 
resources company based in 
Jamestown, to study which 
trees should be planted where.

“We’ll still get back to 
planting a substantial num-
ber of trees, but this year 
we want to do it responsibly 
based on the results of this 
study,” Shedd said.

All of these projects, 
Shedd said, stem primarily 
from a genuine interest in 
protecting the environment, 
expressed by many Chau-
tauquans and the Institution 
leadership.

“We’re a community of 
engaged people, and we’re 
a philanthropic commu-

nity,” he said. “The commu-
nity supports the Institution 
overall, and many members 
of the community have an 
interest in sustainability.”

He said the board of trust-
ees’ strategic plan includes 
clauses that address envi-
ronmental concerns. 

“We’ve even done solar 
and geothermal projects in 
the past,” he said. “We’ll 
continue to do those projects 
when the time is right.”

Though Shedd is proud 
of Chautauqua’s commit-
ment to sustainability, he 
said with any project, finan-
cial restraints must also be 
weighed against environ-
mental concerns; certain 
products, for example, such 
as LED light bulbs that use 
less energy than standard 
fluorescent light bulbs, might 
not be worth the extra initial 
cost unless they are going to 
be used very frequently.  

Nonetheless, he believes 
that he has a responsibility 
as an architect to consider 
environmental impacts with 
every project he pursues. 

“I want to do everything 
I can to protect the environ-
ment,” he said.

BEYOND 
RECYCLING

JOSHUA BOUCHER | Staff Photographer

At left, Bob Perron, Zach Haas and Betsy Burgeson plan rock placement at a garden under construction uphill from University Beach. This new tiered rain garden will help filter out nutrients and pesticides 
before they reach Chautauqua Lake. The garden will also help prevent erosion of a road that leads to the lakefront. At right, Betsy Burgeson moves sod at the new garden. 

Institution starts season with 
new and ongoing efforts 

toward sustainability
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It’s early. The 2015 season at Chautauqua 
Institution began only a week ago. Gate passes 
and parking, late spring repairs for home-
owners and confirmed room reservations for 
visitors — all the starting-up details are taken 
care of. For most, it all started seven days 
ago. But many seasonal employees had 
been here for weeks or months when this 
season officially began. Six of them spoke 
to The Chautauquan Daily about their work 
and their dreams.

SAALIK KHAN | Staff Photographer

Clockwise from top: Haley Jones is part of an elite team of wait staff who serve events at the President’s Cottage. Dylan Brown, now in his second year as orchestra stage 
manager, is responsible for setting up performances and rehearsals for the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra and the Music School Festival Orchestra. Gretchen Elwell is 
a seasoned veteran in ticketing and works at various locations on the grounds. Dave Howard, who mans the Main Gate, has been working seasonally at the Institution since 
1999. Khimean Casey is now in his second year as a bell captain at the Athenaeum Hotel. Leroy Stepp is a new hire in the gardens and landscaping department, and is 
regarded as a jack-of-all-trades.

SIX STARS, SIX DREAMS
john ford | Staff Writer

Continued on page C2

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer JOSHUA BOUCHER | Staff Photographer

RUBY WALLAU | Staff Photographer

SAALIK KHAN | Staff Photographer
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Khimean Casey

Tall and composed with 
an arresting island accent, 
Khimean Casey is now in 
his second year at the Ath-
enaeum Hotel. He’s a bell 
captain, based at the hotel’s 
front entrance. Front Desk 
Supervisor Brittany Beck-
strom recruited Casey. The 
two had worked together 
for several years at a Mar-
riott Hotel in Savannah, 
Georgia.

Born on the Caribbean 
island of Dominica, Casey 
moved to St. Thomas, U.S. 
Virgin Islands, at age 3 and 
acquired American citizen-
ship five years later. While 
residents of American ter-
ritories such as the Virgin 
Islands have many privi-
leges and responsibilities of 
U.S. citizenship, they still 
cannot vote in presiden-
tial elections, nor are they 
represented with a vote in 
Congress.

In the USVI, Casey’s fa-
ther works in construction 
and makes and promotes 
natural juices as a sideline. 
His mother is a chef and 
caterer. His sister is in the 
army in South Korea. Now 
28, Casey has been in the 
hospitality industry for 
seven years.

Casey said he finds much 
satisfaction in his Athenae-
um job. 

“Most of the guests are 
gracious and friendly,” he 
said. “While I and my col-
leagues certainly appreciate 
the tips, what we look most 
for are the smiles. There is a 
friendly spirit among the staff 
members, and I can attend 
some of the amazing cultural 
offerings on the grounds.”

Casey said that there was 
one aspect of work at Marri-
ott he doesn’t miss. 

“The members of Mar-
riott’s various elite rewards 
programs — especially those 
who had recently joined — 
were always pestering us 
for privileges and benefits to 
which they were not usually 
entitled,” he said. “I’m grate-
ful we don’t have those pro-
grams here.”

While Casey’s hospitality 
experience has helped sup-
port him and his wife, he is 

majoring in sound engineer-
ing with a minor in architec-
ture at Savannah College of 
Art and Design. 

Still, he said he can best 
express his passion in music. 
His favorite instrument is a 
steel drum, and he toured in 
France and Italy with a high 
school band. 

“We mostly played clas-
sical hymns in our steel or-
chestra,” he said.

 Dylan Brawn 

Amphitheater General 
Manager Keith Schmitt re-
calls early conversations 
with Dylan Brawn, his sec-
ond-year orchestra stage 
manager. 

“Dylan wasn’t sure he 
could do the job,” Schmitt 
recalled. 

But the general manager 
knew differently: Brawn’s 
career counselor at Villa Ma-
ria College in Buffalo was a 
former assistant to Schmitt, 
and she sold both men on 
the partnership. In fact, their 
collaboration has expanded 
to include working together 
in Chautauqua’s off-season 
at Proctor’s Theatre in Sche-
nectady, New York.

“I had visited Chautau-
qua for a couple of summers 
as a percussionist with the 
Legion Band of the Tonawa-
ndas and the Buffalo Sil-
verbacks, never thinking I 
would return as an employ-
ee,” Brawn said. “I actually 
thought I’d go into the music 
recording field, but I guess 
you never know.”

At the Amp, Brawn is 
responsible for setting up 
orchestra rehearsals and 
performances for both the 
Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra and the Music 
School Festival Orchestra. 
This involves transporting 
the large orchestra instru-
ments from storage in Eliz-
abeth S. Lenna Hall to and 
from the Amp — often four 
times a week.

Brawn faces a special chal-
lenge when the front bench-
es on the Amp’s uneven 
concrete floor are removed 
for multi-arts productions or 
dance concerts. 

“The floor heaves over 
the winter and is always 

uneven in the summer,” 
Brawn said. “For large in-
struments like the cello and 
bass, carpenters’ shims are 
our friend as we try to set 
up boxes perfectly evenly 
for the instruments to sit 
on. Getting it right isn’t al-
ways easy.”

 Another problem occurs 
when the orchestra is on the 
floor and it is raining. Water 
can collect around the play-
ers, who need clip lights 
which require extension 
cords. 

“You get the picture,” 
Brawn said.    

Brawn’s home in Ham-
burg, New York, got a first-
hand exposure to the 7-foot 
snow dump in November 
that paralyzed a swath of 
suburbia just south of Buffalo. 

“We were shoveling two 
or three times a day,” he 
said. “It was exciting at first, 
but we all developed cabin 
fever. It was a relief when it 
started to melt.”

 Haley Jones 

Now in her second year 
at Chautauqua, Jamestown 
native Haley Jones is one 
of five members of an elite 
wait staff crew who serve at 
events at the cottage of Insti-
tution President Tom Becker 
and his wife, Jane Becker. 
The high-profile dinners and 
receptions are critical for the 
Institution. 

Jones knows her role is 
important.

“We serve canapés and 
drinks at cocktail hour, then 
for dinner, we serve food 
and wine, clear off the tables 
afterwards, and do some 
washing up,” Jones said. 
“There’s a real sense that we 
are supporting something 
important, so we try to do 
our very best every minute.”

Jones worked in the hotel’s 
main dining room last year, 
and had some previous cater-
ing experience, notably at El-
egant Edibles in Jamestown.

Jones is a rising sophomore 
at Syracuse University, where 
she has moved from majoring 
in TV, radio and film to, pres-
ently, advertising. 

“I might change again, to 
public relations,” she said. 
“There’s still time.”

Meanwhile, she rows crew 
on the third varsity women’s 
eight in a program ranked 
17th nationally last year. 

“I’m very competitive, 
and I want to advance,” she 
said. “My coaches said I im-
proved a lot during my first 
year.” 

Her blond hair and blue 
eyes betray her “predomi-
nantly Swedish” lineage. 

“I know I have some Welsh 
in me, and I think maybe 
some Russian, too,” she said. 

At 6-feet-1-inch, Jones’ height 
provokes numerous queries 
about whether she plays bas-
ketball (she doesn’t) and if 
not, why not. 

“It just goes with being 
tall,” she said with a good-
natured shrug.

She does, however, like 
public speaking. 

“I read some survey not 
long ago where many Amer-
icans fear public speaking 
almost more than death,” 
she said. “I take advantage 
of every chance I get to stand 
before an audience.”  

She is also indulging her 
competitive side this sum-
mer as a Chautauqua Voice 
participant. Sing-offs are held 
Mondays in Bemus Point, and 
if Jones clears the next audi-
tion, she will make the final 
stages of the competition.

Leroy Stepp

In his first Chautauqua 
season, Westfield resident 
Leroy Stepp is becoming a 
jack of all trades in the gar-
dens and landscaping de-
partment.  

“They tend to send me 
out to whatever needs spe-
cial attention at the time,” 
he said, “I could be planting 
flowers one hour, pulling 
weeds the next, and split-
ting and removing stumps 
that afternoon.”

He’s also known in the 
department as the “edging 
guy.” He uses a sharp edg-
ing tool that looks like a 
shovel with a brake plate on 
it, so he can’t dig too deep. 
Still, Stepp’s favorite task is 
stump-busting. 

“I use a mattock, which 
has the features of an adze 
and an ax or pick,” he said. 
“Let me tell you, after 50 or 
so swings with that baby, 
there’s no need to go to the 
gym that day.”

Moving to Westfield from 
Texas at age 13, Stepp gradu-
ated from Westfield High 
School and pursued special-
ized vocational training there 
in auto mechanics. Stepp 
hopes in the future to build up 
enough capital to return to the 
San Antonio area and open up 
an auto body shop. 

“What I love best is restor-
ing automobiles, but I know 
about the mechanics of en-
gines, too,” he said. “There 
are obviously a lot of com-
mon elements, and motors 
mostly do have the same 
general layout. If you’re talk-
ing about a new BMW or 
Audi, you would need a spe-
cialist. … I bet I can buy a car 
not in great shape for $3,000, 
fix up the engine the way I 
want and restore the body 
better than new, and go out 
and blow the doors off some 
$100,000 car. Then I could 

take the money saved and 
buy a house or something.”

Stepp has a 1989 Oldsmo-
bile Cutlass in the barn at 
home with 487,000 miles on 
the clock. 

“I don’t really take it out 
much anymore,” he said. 
“But I can’t make myself get 
rid of it.”

When he starts his busi-
ness in Texas, Stepp said he 
would grow it slowly. 

“I think the best way in a 
small town is to just do your 
job well, charge a fair price 
and word of mouth will 
bring in the customers,” he 
said. “If you’re just chasing 
money, you may not get the 
satisfaction that makes it all 
worthwhile.”

Gretchen Elwell

In her second year in 
the ticketing department, 
Gretchen Elwell found her 
experience last season is 
leading to more diverse roles 
and locations in 2015. 

“They like to deploy us 
seasoned vets around the 
grounds, so I will be at the 
Amp gazebo, theater and 
opera kiosks as well as the 
Main Gate area,” she said. 

A Mayville native, Elwell 
is a lifelong Chautauquan, 
having experienced Chil-
dren’s School, Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club, working at Club 
as a counselor and also at the 
Sports Club. Her father is a 
local physician who pres-
ently oversees the Westfield 
Hospital’s satellite office on 
the grounds near the Amphi-
theater. She said she thinks 
of people on the grounds as 
a family. 

Elwell received two de-
grees in geography in the 
SUNY system and went to 
work making maps for a 
Denver engineering firm af-
ter school. 

“I got a little tired of that 
after a few years, and it’s ex-
pensive living out there, so it 
was time for a reset,” she said.

Elwell returned home af-
ter Colorado and has now 
completed all the prerequi-
site coursework for medical 
school at SUNY Fredonia 
and Jamestown Community 
College.  

“I have lived around medi-
cine all my life and I guess it’s 
just in my blood,” she said. 
“I’ll probably take the MCATs 
next spring and hope to enter 

medical school in 2017.” 
She hopes to practice inter-

nal medicine in this area after-
ward. Meantime, she has tak-
en the state EMT exams and 
looks forward to emergency 
medical technician work, pos-
sibly with the Chautauqua 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

And in August, she leaves 
for a three-week mission in 
Mongolia organized by Mis-
sion to Heal, a non-profit 
delivering surgical and 
clinical services overseas. 
She had been previously on 
similar missions to Ghana 
and the Himalayan region 
of northern India.

Dave Howard

“People are always ask-
ing me why I am still work-
ing,” said Dave Howard, 
who works at the Institu-
tion’s Main Gate. “I always 
tell them, ‘Where else am I 
going to get a job like this? 
Where else could I meet so 
many interesting people?’ ” 

Pointing to his vintage 
Chautauqua hat and polo 
shirt, Howard said he has 
been working seasonally 
for the Institution since 
1999 and loves his job.

Having grown up in 
Jamestown, Howard said, 
he has lived in this area 
all his life. After college 
at Jamestown Community 
College and Kent State Uni-
versity, he worked for most 
of his career for G.R. Ben-
nett Co., a Buffalo-based 
food broker. Basically, he 
said, his company sold food 
wholesale to regional su-
permarket warehouses and 
sold retail to individual 
markets. A big part of How-
ard’s job involved trouble-
shooting and personal con-
tact with warehouse and 
supermarket managers in 
his region.

In addition to his gate du-
ties, Howard worked earlier 
in his Chautauqua tenure 
for the maintenance depart-
ment, mostly before the sea-
son. In the off-season now, 
he delivers mail on a small 
route for the Lakewood post 
office and serves as a sub-
stitute teacher in the James-
town school system.

“The common element 
in all of these jobs for me 
is the contact with people,” 
Howard said. “That’s what 
keeps me going.”

C O M M U N I T Y

SAALIK KHAN | Staff Photographer

Above, Dave Howard greets Chautauquans at the Main Gate with 
a smile. At right, Khimean Casey, a bell captain at the Athenaeum 
Hotel.

Daily multimedia editor Caitie McMekin produced a video 
supplement to this story. View it at our website, chqdaily.com.

watch /chqdaily @chqdaily
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Progressive Era Reform: Chautauqua Institution in early 20th century

The Saturday evening, July 5, 1902, edition of The 
Chautauqua Assembly Herald reported in its Walks 
and Talks section how Professor John H. Finley 
once saved the town. 

Finley reminisced about how he and Ida Tarbell had been 
sitting on the veranda of the Theodore Flood cottage back in 
the late 1880s. They saw a light flash among the trees beyond 
the Amphitheater. “ ‘It is a house on fire,’ cried Miss Tarbell,” 
the Herald reported.

Finley promptly landed on his head, “At the first bound over 
one of the benches that stood by the path,” Finley said. Once 
upright and in motion, “I seized a pitcher of water standing on 
the steps, and with that and a rug stayed the flames until water 
enough could be brought to extinguish them.”

While in 1902 Finley took credit for saving the late 1880s 
Chautauqua (with help from a pitcher and a rug), his compan-
ion from that evening, Tarbell, former writer for and manag-
ing editor of The Chautauquan magazine, was in the midst of 
composing her exposé on John D. Rockefeller in 1904 to be 
published as The History of the Standard Oil Company.

With the book’s publication, Tarbell was included as one 
of the standard bearers for the turn-of-the-century, Pro-
gressive Era, investigative journalists known as muckrak-
ers. President Theodore Roosevelt referenced the label in an 
April 1906 speech dedicating the U.S. House of Representa-
tives office building.

Roosevelt acknowledged there were evils in the body 
politic, and there should be “relentless exposure of and at-
tack upon every evil … whether in politics, in business, or 
in social life. I hail as a benefactor every writer or speaker, 
every man who, on the platform, or in book, magazine, or 
newspaper, with merciless severity makes such attack, pro-
vided always that he in his turn remembers that the attack 
is of use only if it is absolutely truthful.”

The 1902 Chautauqua Assembly Herald revealed Chautau-
qua Institution to be in step with a Progressive Era as well 
as a spirit of reform. In fact, the Assembly, as it had been 
previously known, was now officially an Institution, having 
been recognized as such by an act of the New York State 
Legislature that “consolidates the old Chautauqua charters, 
broadens the scope of the Institution and provides that 
self-perpetuation type of government which has proved by 
experience to be essential to the success of an educational 
institution,” the Herald reported.

An editorial said that “Under these auspices Chautauqua 
is in a position to do its work more effectively, to secure 
the co-operation of strong men and to add to its funds and 
buildings.”

In his remarks to open the 1902 season George Vincent, 
principal of instruction, said “the term ‘institution’ suggests 
something inspiring and majestic. … People will come here, 
not for what they can get out of Chautauqua, as the name 
‘resort’ would imply, but for what they can contribute to its 

life and spirit.”
Vincent himself did just that, giving three lectures in 

the first week, one on the psychology of fashion, a second 
on the psychology of the crowd and a third on knowledge 
versus wisdom.

The Herald reported there would be a complete reorgani-
zation of the musical department under the direction of Mr. 
Alfred Hallam, of New York. He was a “practical enthusiast 
and well-schooled in his profession.” 

Reform was a word of the day. Chautauqua hosted its 
first conference on the Social Settlement, and Jane Addams 
of Hull House was a featured participant. An editorial in 
the July 5, 1902, Herald clarified that the movement grew 
out of the last quarter-century and interest in “uplifting of 
the condition of the people resident in the so-called ‘slum’ 
districts of the great cities.”

Knowledge of such people and the conditions in which 
they lived arose from “the pen of writers like Dickens in 
England, Tolstoy in Russia, Zola in France and numerous 
reform writers in this country,” the editorial said.

The Walks and Talks section of the Herald took up social 
settlement as well, including a photo of Jane Addams and 
quoting from her book Democracy and Social Ethics: “As De-
mocracy modifies our conception of life, it constantly raises 
the value and function of each member of the community, 
however humble he may be. We have come to believe that 
the most ‘brutish man’ has a value in our common life, a 
function to perform which can be fulfilled by no one else. We 
are gradually requiring of the educator that he shall free the 
powers of each man and connect him with the rest of life.”

In 1902, Professor Earl Barnes of Philadelphia gave a 
series of lectures on “The Moral Development of the Child.” 
In the series, Barnes addressed in separate lectures the 
dichotomies “Selfishness vs. Altruism,” “Truth vs. Lies,” 
and “Sympathy vs. Cruelty.” In the third lecture, Barnes 
inquired into what possibly contributes to the growth of 
humane feelings.

“Fighting has been so prominent an occupation of man 
through all time that we have not yet developed a word 
to represent the positive virtues of which cruelty is the 

negation,” Barnes said. 
Cruelty is innate to the animal world, as is selfishness 

and deceit. 
“The cat that immediately kills the mouse loses half the 

pleasure of her meal,” he said.
Children can be especially cruel, Barnes said. A child’s 

life is fragmentary. 
“He represents a low grade, undeveloped mind,” he said. 

“He is ignorant, inexperienced. He inflicts pain uninten-
tionally but constantly.”

What to do about this? Reform society. Four forces sus-
tain the paradigm of cruelty in the world: war, it goes with-
out saying; food supply, to raise millions of animals that we 
may kill to eat involves cruelty; sport, Barnes supplies no 
reasoning; and science. 

Barnes said “as long as science goes on we must submit 
living things to pain that we may relieve other pain. So long 
as the world exists as it is today we must be meat-eaters.”

On Aug. 5, Edward Howard Griggs, formerly of Leland 
Stanford University and now public lecturer, author of The 
New Humanism: Studies on Personal and Social Development, 
gave a lecture on St. Francis of Assisi.

Griggs called Saint Francis “one of the most attractive 
characters in the history of Europe,” and possibly “one of the 
most perfect Christians since the apostolic age. It is a far cry 
from the days of the Roman Empire to the Middle Ages, from 
the gloom of Marcus Aurelius to the sweetness, enthusiasm 
of Saint Frances, and in the thousand years intervening a new 
type of civilization had taken possession of Europe.”

Francis’s life covered the first quarter of the 13th century, 
the time of Giotto and Dante. Griggs said it was a power-
ful and potent time. “It amazes us to see the range and 
freedom of thought that were developed even in ages when 
authority dominated every line of thought.”

The 13th century showed itself on the surface in “feudal-
ism, in chivalry and in the love poetry,” while the underly-
ing tendency was “spiritual, religious, [and] ethical. There 
is here all the hunger for knowledge and beauty which 
came out later in the Renaissance,” Griggs said.

By the close of 12th century, Christianity had accom-
plished its first great movement and had its great institu-
tion, the papal authority, to which all men looked.

“All great reforms begin as individual ideas,” Griggs 
said. “By and by they take shape in an institution, it formu-
lates itself, crystallizes, and the danger and tendency is that 
the personal life shall ebb away and the institution be left 
to roll on, divested of its vitality, of the personal factor and 
ideal; and then new reforms must be instituted.”

Griggs said it was time to return to the primitive teach-
ing of Christ.

“It is this reform we are to study in St. Francis of Assisi,” 
he said.

Stevens, Welsch to explore form and time 
within Writers’ Center workshops this week
RYAN PAIT
Staff Writer

The Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center workshops for Week 
Two will teach students 
about form and a different 
type of time management.

Prose writer-in-residence 
J. David Stevens will lead a 
workshop titled “From No-
tion to Narrative: Finding 
the Right Form,” and poet-
in-residence Gabriel Welsch 
will lead a workshop called 
“Writing Time.” Stevens and 
Welsch will also give read-
ings at 3:30 p.m. Sunday on 
the porch of the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall.

Stevens is the author of 
numerous stories and essays 
that have been published in 
magazines such as Harper’s 
and The Paris Review. His 
workshop will focus on help-
ing students find the right 
form for their story — such 
as deciding whether a topic 
is better suited for a short 
story or an essay.

“One of the things I want 
to touch on in the workshop 
and again in my lecture is 
the question of genre bound-
aries and how writers are 
transgressing them all the 
time — moving across them, 
speaking to other genres,” 
Stevens said.

Stevens has taught at the 
Writers’ Center before and 

said both his workshop and 
Brown Bag were inspired by 
his past students at Chau-
tauqua Institution. Stevens 
teaches writing at the under-
graduate level, but said that 
the self-motivated students 
at Chautauqua are a special 
breed.

“It’s a real joy for a writ-
ing instructor,” Stevens said. 
“It feels like I don’t have to 
do a lot of work — I’m drop-
ping into that conversation 
with them and I might have 
some unique things to add, 
maybe one or two things that 
they’ve never considered.”

Gabriel Welsch, Week 
Two’s poet-in-residence, is 
also a Chautauqua veteran. 
He said he’s looking forward 
to working with his students 

as well.
“They want to be there, 

they’re looking forward to 
this, and they’re focusing 
their whole energy on this,” 
Welsch said. “They’re ideal 
students, and ideal collabo-
rators, really. And you get to 
work with them, make new 
things and see the world in 
new ways.”

Welsch and his students 
will explore and examine 
the element of time as it ap-
plies to poetry. Welsch said 
they’ll look at poems that tell 
the story of a lifetime in five 
lines and poems that stretch 
a single moment in a huge 
way.

“There will be prompts for 
those people that need that 
sort of shot in the arm to get 

them writing,” Welsch said. 
“There will also be reading 
selections that are intended 
to dazzle people and make 
them think, ‘How did he do 
that? How did she do that? 
How can I do that?’ ”

Welsch said he hopes that 
his students take away new 
work as well as an expansion 
of their sense of what’s pos-
sible in their writing.

“It’s not just new work, 
but maybe new ways to con-
ceive of and approach their 
work,” Welsch said.

Welsch and Stevens will 
also give Brown Bag lectures 
on the porch of the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
during the week. Welsch’s 
Brown Bag, called “Not Your 
Uncle’s Bookshelf,” will be 
at 12:15 p.m. Tuesday, and 
Stevens’ Brown Bag, called 
“Where the Truth Lies: The 
Thin Line between Creative 
Nonfiction and Fiction,” will 
be at 12:15 p.m. Friday.

STEVENS WELSCH

 » on the grounds

BIKE SAFETY TIPS
In accord with New York 

state law, bicyclists shall 

observe all traffic signs 

and signals, including stop 

signs and one-way streets.
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Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends invites all writers to enter 
the Mary Jean Irion Poetry or the Chuck Hauser Prose 
contests. 

There are three age groups: 12 years or younger, ages 13 to 
17, or adult. Entry forms can be submitted to the Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall or mailed to 164 S. Erie St., Mayville, NY 
14757. Submissions are due by Aug. 17, and winners will be 
announced Aug. 23. Winners do not have to be present at  
the ceremony.

2015 Chautauqua  
Literary Arts Contests

2015 Chautauqua 
Literary Arts Contests

Sponsored by Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends

Chautauqua Literary Arts Contests are open to anyone 
who has spent one or more days on the grounds 
during the 2015 Season. For more information call 
240-485-7233. 

• The $100 Mary Jean Irion Award will be 
presented to the poet winning first place. 

• The Young Adult Award will recognize the best 
work by an author 13-17 years old.

• The Young Writer Award will be presented to 
the best work by an author 12 or younger.

• The $100 Hauser Award will be presented to the 
best story, essay, memoir, or other example of 
strong, creative prose. Both fiction and non-
fiction entries are welcome.

• Poets may submit up to three original, 
previously unpublished poems. 

• Prose writers may submit one previously 
unpublished manuscript of 1,200 words or 
less.

The judges reserve the right not to award a prize in 
any category.
 
All manuscripts must be typed and double spaced. 
Two copies of each entry must be submitted without a 
signature or other identifying marks and accompanied 
by this completed form. The winning entries will be 
considered for publication in Chautauqua, at the 
discretion of the editor. 

If you are not a member of the Chautauqua Literary 
Arts Friends, please include a $5.00 check made out 
to the Friends as a reading fee for each category, 
poetry or prose.

Titles
Up to three titles for poets, only one for prose 
submissions 

1 _____________________________________________
2  _____________________________________________
3  _____________________________________________
Name  _________________________________________  
Email Address  __________________________________
Home Address  _________________________________
Phone Number _________________________________
Age (if you are under 18 years old)  ________________
Date(s) spent at the Chautauqua Institution  _________

All entries must be mailed to: 
Chautauqua Literary Contests, P.O. Box 187, 
Chautauqua, NY 14722 and be received by Monday, 
Aug. 17, 2015.

(Entries may also be dropped off at the reception desk 
at the Literary Arts Center by noon on Aug. 17.)

Winners will be announced on Sunday, Aug. 23, 
following the 3:30 p.m. reading on the porch of the 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. 

PINsKY’s POETRY

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer

Former U.S. poet laureate Robert Pinsky discusses his book The Sounds of Poetry in the Hall of Philosophy on Thursday. His book was 
the first Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle selection of the season.

2014 Mary Jean Irion Award for Poetry

Barbara sabol
“On Losing My Hearing”

the day begins absent the steady tick
of the kitchen clock imitating a thin rain 
against the window, an under-the-skin 
rhythm to the morning’s choreography. 

absent the fricative’s wash of ocean, azure; 
sounds that vibrate in the elevated frequencies 
of speech so that shame becomes home. 

summer, the thwack of a butcher knife 
through the season’s first melon, pitch 
of a cricket’s wing against toothed wing. 
its passion call, lost in the night. 

the train’s moan through the small hours’ darkness, 
exact timbre of longing, curls a body into itself 
soothed to hear its own sadness fading.  

O minute trio, hammer-anvil-stirrup, always alert
for the familiars — clock, song, the lock’s quick tumble — 
stilled. the crinkle of this page, turning, unheard.

Chautauqua Literary Arts Contests  
2014 winners

2014 Young Adult Award for Poetry

Emily Watters
“I’m From Me”

i’m from streets named after trees 
From over-the-counter sleeping pills and early mornings,  
with apple granola bars for breakfast. 
i’m from thunderstorms shaking my windows, 
the loud booms keeping me up late into the night. 
i’m from a place where it is always storming. 

i’m from wiry guitar strings and polished piano keys, 
from expensive clarinet reeds breaking in the middle of rehearsal. 
i am from the russian nesting dolls in my grandmother’s kitchen, 
their painted eyes staring at me, watching my every move. 
they’re older than i am, but they haven’t lost their beauty. 
i am from cyrillic letters that aren’t as hard to learn as they look. 

i’m from missing umbrellas and wet days walking to the bus stop. 
i’m from the yes-i-ams and no-you’re-not’s.
From cousins who live far away, and long car drives every summer. 
i’m from pages turning as i read silently in my room. 

I’m from flashlight tag in the rain, 
counting stars as we hide away from the light. 
From jumping into a pool every day of the summer, 
cold, blue crystal water relinquishing me from the heat. 
i am from the dazzling holiday lights 
strung throughout my hometown’s main street, 
and snowflakes glistening on my too-small ski jacket. 
From delectable hot chocolate tinged with 
the flavor of melting marshmallows. 

i’m from pencil lines marking my height 
and the  unexplainable joy of getting taller. 
From the halls of elementary school, 
and the hells of high school. 
i am from easy multiplication worksheets, 
and arduous geometry proofs.
From wishing i could grow up,  
but not realizing what growing up means.
i’m from seasons changing with the weather, 
and watching them change me as well. 

there’s a cork board above my desk.
it’s covered with photos, 
people i used to know and people i know now 
grin back at me, moments frozen forever.
i’m from a faded picture of a beautiful night, 
all smiles,
not knowing what was to come. 
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New goals discussed at Chautauqua Fund kick-off event
bruce walton
Staff Writer

Last Saturday morning, 
Cathy Nowosielski, co-chair of 
the Chautauqua Fund, urged 
a crowd of Chautauqua Fund 
volunteers at the Athenaeum 
Hotel parlor to “capture the 
Chautauqua moment.” 

“Whether you’re singly 
walking the brick path, or 
with a family member or with 
a friend, there are going to be 
moments that stand out over 
the course of a long lifetime,” 
Nowosielski said. “You just re-
member those moments that 
are just so special to you that 
you’ll never forget.”

Nowosielski said it’s that 
“Chautauqua moment” that 
makes people want to come 
back to Chautauqua every 
year, and ultimately want 
to give back to the place 
that gave such an enriching 
experience.

The Chautauqua Fund held 
a kick-off event to welcome all 
team captains and volunteers 
for the Chautauqua Fund — 
including 18 new volunteers 
this year — along with vol-
unteers for the Promise Cam-
paign and Planned Giving 
committee.

Nowosielski and her hus-
band and co-chair of the 
fund, Jeff Lutz, welcomed 
the crowd before inviting 
Robert Franklin, director of 
the Department of Religion, 

to lead the invocation. 
Nowosielski and Lutz then 

returned to the podium to 
thank returning volunteers 
for their efforts in achieving 
the 2014 Chautauqua Fund 
goal, having raised over $3.76 
million. They also recognized 
Jack and Yvonne McCredie for 
their leadership as co-chairs of 
the Chautauqua Fund over the 
past three years. 

“It is rare for such a success-
ful organization, for annual 
fundraising, to actually gener-
ate more than the interest off 
the endowment,” Lutz said, 
underscoring the critical im-
portance of the annual fund in 
underwriting programming 
and scholarship each year.

Lutz then announced the 
new goal for 2015 of $3.85 mil-
lion.

Tina Downey, director of 
the Chautauqua Fund, provid-
ed informational highlights 
and reviewed volunteer ma-
terials. Downey underscored 
the importance of the volun-
teers’ work, noting that even 

in difficult economic times, 
“we have had just great suc-
cess and I definitely attribute 
that success to our volunteers.” 

Sebby Baggiano, Institu-
tion vice president and chief 
operating officer, updated 
the audience on the financial 
health of Chautauqua. Bag-
giano emphasized the role of 
the administration in achiev-
ing financial sustainability is 
to spend money wisely, con-
trol its expenses and make 
value-based decisions in in-
vestments. 

Following Baggiano, 
Betsy Burgeson, supervisor 
of gardens and landscapes, 
and Marty Merkley, vice 
president and director of 
programming, provided up-
dates on environmental proj-
ects and season highlights, 
respectively.  

Geof Follansbee, CEO of 
the Chautauqua Foundation, 
brought volunteers up to 
speed with an update of the 
Promise Campaign, with an 
overall goal of $98.2 million, of 
which the Chautauqua Fund 
makes up more than 22 per-
cent.

Follansbee also spoke later 
about the Amphitheater  proj-
ect and public sessions, joined 
by Jordan Steves, director of 
communications. Follansbee 
reviewed the process and 
current status of funding for 
the Amp project, and Steves 
outlined the weekly sessions 

taking place this summer in-
cluding tours, informational 
sessions and community dia-
logue.

Chautauqua Institution 
President Tom Becker closed 
with remarks on the active, 
human engagement of what 
Chautauqua provides, thank-
ing volunteers for the criti-
cal role they place in making 
possible that experience. 

Leaders talk Promise Campaign growth at Foundation dinner
In Miller Park more than 

140 years ago, Chautauqua’s 
pioneers stood and spoke 
where, on June 26, its current 
leaders met again.

The Chautauqua Founda-
tion Board of Directors and 
former directors, the Chautau-
qua Institution Board of Trust-
ees, Promise Campaign vol-
unteers and guests gathered 
in the park to celebrate the 
ongoing success and future of 
the Promise Campaign.

“Chautauqua’s position is 
strong, our ambitions great.  
We have committed to meet-
ing the Institution’s extraor-
dinary promise,” said Steve 
Percy, chair of the Founda-
tion board and co-chair of 
the Promise Campaign, in 
greeting those in attendance. 
“In the years ahead, we will 
invest in our most precious 
assets of summer program 
and facilities, and we will 
also extend the Chautau-
qua experience by deliver-
ing programs innovatively, 
enlarging a portfolio of na-
tionally recognized program 
partners, investing in new 
staffing, and reaching out to 
a larger, younger and more 
diverse audience.

“In short, we will meet 
our promise as a sustainable, 
vital, enlivening and year-
round force in our national 
conversation and the lives 

of all who are and all who 
would become Chautau-
quans.” 

Past campaigns, Percy 
said, focused on particu-

lar areas in the programs to 
fund, but this campaign rais-
es money from all fronts for 
every area, which he believes 
is its winning characteristic.

“I must say, one of the 
most great things about this 
campaign from the fundrais-
ing perspective is there isn’t 
much as a Chautauquan that 
you’d want to support that 
isn’t captured inside this 
campaign,” he said.

Directors and Institution 
leadership followed with 
examples of the results of 
investments made within 
their programs by generous 
donors through the Promise 
Campaign.

Deborah Sunya Moore, as-
sociate director of program-
ming, introduced guests to 
a new Institution program 
called the Young Play-
wrights Project. The project 
started as a collaboration 
between the Chautauqua 
Theater Company and the 
Florida Studio Theatre from 
Sarasota, Florida, funded by 
Chautauquan and FST board 
member Georgia Court.

During the week before 
the 2015 season, CTC ac-
tors produced nine winning 
plays from local elementary 
schools and performed two 
of them for the attendants. 
The program succeeded, 
Moore said, in exposing local 

children both to the arts and 
to Chautauqua Institution as 
a place where art is made.

Dinner guests also heard 
from Betsy Burgeson, the 
new supervisor of gardens 
and landscapes, on the vari-
ous projects she and her 
crews have worked to imple-
ment throughout the spring. 
Robert Franklin, director of 
the Department of Religion, 
spoke about the important 
work Chautauqua is doing in 
clergy development.

Toward the end of the pro-
gram, George Snyder, Foun-
dation director and co-chair 
of the Promise Campaign, 
reported that $80 million has 
been raised so far toward the 
$98.2 goal. 

Institution President Tom 
Becker then concluded the 
evening with remarks on 
Chautauqua’s relevancy.

“This is a place that is ir-
reducible,” Becker said. “We 
are absolutely original, and 
absolutely singular and ab-
solutely important in that re-
gard, and there is so little of 
that in our world.”

BRIA GRANVILLE | Staff Photographer

To the delight of those in attendance at the June 26 Promise Campaign Dinner in Miller Park, 
Chautauqua Theater Company actors perform short plays written by third-graders as part of the 
Institution’s new Young Playwrights Project. The dinner brought together leadership from both the 
Chautauqua Foundation and Chautauqua Institution to celebrate the campaign’s success.

RUBY WALLAU | Staff Photographer

Chautauqua Fund volunteers and team captains gather Saturday at the Athenaeum Hotel for a 
Volunteer Kickoff event to prepare for fundraising throughout the season.

We have had just great 
success and I definitely 
attribute that success to 
our volunteers.” 

—TINA DOWNEY 
Director, Chautauqua Fund
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C L A S S I F I E D S

ANNOUNCEMENTS
AA/ALANON meeting Hurlbut 
Church Parlor Sundays and 
Wednesday 12:30 p.m.
RECORD YOUR HISTORY. 
Gather your family while at 
Chautauqua. 45 minute sessions 
available. Limited time slots. For 
questions and availability contact 
Cohen Recording Studio, lower 
level, Smith Memorial Library, 
cohenstudio@ciweb.org.

BOAT RENTALS
POwER, PONTOON, Kayak and 
Fishing Boat Rentals. Chautauqua 
Marina 716.753.3913. www. 
ChautauquaMarina.com  Fun in 
the sun!

CONDOS FOR SALE
OvERLOOk CONDO 2 bed-
rooms 2 baths, parking, on bus 
and tram rte.furnished $325,000 
716-689-0707 or  716-357-
5112"

EDUCATION
NY STATE SAFE BOATINg 
Class-1 Day Class, July 12 -9:30 
am at Chautauqua Marina. 716. 
753.3913

FOR RENT
BEDROOM 28 MILLER 2nd 
floor all weeks available $795 
per week 716-450-4999” BOAT 
STORAGE
DOCk SPACE available off of 
H u r s t .  A n y t i m e  J u n e -
September. 410-725-0933
AvAILABLE Week 3, 2015, 5 
bedroom, 3 1/2 baths, porches, 
many amenities, comfortable  
updated cottage, central loca-
t i o n ,  r e n t  n e g o t i a b l e ,  2 5 
Vincent, 419-215-6224
BEAUTIFUL  home for rent. 
S o u t h  e n d  b e l o w  H a l l 
Philosophy, on quiet street.  
One home above Lake Dr. 
Porch view lake. AC, Elevator, 
4BR & Nursery, 3 1/2 Bath, 3 
car park. Never before rented, 
unexpectedly avail. $4,500/wk 
4104048706
4 BDRM. 2 1/2 BATHS.  WEEKS 
6,7,8 & 9 NOW AVAILABLE. CALL 
724-462-1123BRADWILL2B@
COMCAST.NET”HOUSES FOR 
SALE
HORSE PROPERTY! Beautiful 
19 acres, f ive minutes from 
Institute. New barn, 3 bdrm 
home. Bring your horses, enjoy 
y o u r  s u m m e r s  i n  p e a c e .  
$159,900 obo.  Cal l  Frank 
Benedetto, (716) 450-6088.
BRAND NEw Rental- 2016 and 
2017 Seasons Everything new- 
king size bed spacious 2 br 2 
bth - sleeps 6 - Free Parking - 
Free Laundry  Spacious porch- 
Flat screen TVs  - Central A/C- 
great location - Call Cynthia 
(716) 753-6238
BEAUTIFUL MODERN CONDO-
-available 2016, weeks 8 & 9. 
Steps to the lake, amp, plaza, 
and beautiful lake view. 2 full 
porches. 3 bedrooms plus sleep-
ing loft, 2 baths. Central A/C, 
W/D, D/W, WiFi, elevator. Bus 
route by front door. Contact 
Joyce at 917.855.6345
ExqUISITE ONE bedroom cot-
tage for rent in the village in 
Bemus Point. Fully furnished. 
Brand new, custom built. Year 
r o u n d  o n  p r i v a t e  e s t a t e . 
Walking distance to everything 
that Bemus Point has to offer.  
15 minutes i t  Chautauqua 
Institution. Available for one 
year lease or monthly summer 
rental. 941-737-8939

FOR RENT
M O D E R N  T O w N H O U S E 
Overlook condominium with 
assigned parking space, 3/B, 
2Ba, full kitchen, living/dining 
area, catherdral ceiling, stereo, 
CD player, covered back patio 
overlooks park, cable TV, WiFi, 
washer /dryer,  cent ra l  A/C, 
sleeps 6; weeks available 3, 5, 
8, 9.  646-286-7176.  $2750 
week.
RENTAL 2015-2016, Weeks 
5-9, 28 Whittier Ave, 4B/3B, 
sleeps 8, fireplace, W/D, HVAC, 
gas grill, two-car parking, large 
porch/deck. Call Barb Wirth for 
details: 404-312-3664
1 0 5  M I N A  E D I S O N  3 
Bedrooms,2 bath house central 
air- conditioning parking wash-
er/dryer patio and porch $2,500 
per week for seasonal renter or 
minimum of 4 weeks contact 
Mapleinn@fairpoint.net or 716-
357-4583”
T H E  " L E w I S  M I L L E R 
COTTAgE" sleeps 6, large living 
room/garden, view of the lake 
through Miller Park. $5900/
w e e k , .  A v a i l , w k  6  s e e 
Accomidation section of ciweb.
org.  Contact info: 412-996-3856 
or chqrent@gmail.com
10 NORTH TERRACE APART-
MENT with 6 Bd/2 Ba, located 
near the plaza. Week 7-$1600, 
. Contact info: 412-996-3856 or 
chqrent@gmail.com
2B/2B - A/C, parking avail 1-2-
3-4 or a 2b/1b parking avail 
1,2,3,4,5,8 both sleep six on 
north end.  440-759-0069

FOR SALE

BRAND NEw RGC Hydraulic 
Boat Lift. Never used, 4000 lb 
lifting capacity, remote control, 
Solar battery, 26 Ft canopy. 
716-397-7680
CAPE COD Bullseye -- 1957 
classic Herreshoff design, 15.9 
foot sailboat with keel, trailer, 
motor. $3900. Call 216-536-
4399.
CHAUTAUqUA  Lake's best 
kept secret. 14x70 2Br/2Ba 
Mobile home, completely fur-
nished and more located on 
Chautauqua Lake, close to 
C h a u t a u q u a  I n s t i t u t i o n . 
$39,900 No dogs, 716-200-
9183 or jwf2424@yahoo.com

HAPPY ADS
THE BEST kEPT Secret 15 
Minutes From Chautauqua THE 
E D g E w A T E R  C o n d o 
Community, overlooking Lake 
Erie, invites you to an open 
house on Saturday, July 11,2015 
from 12:00 to 4:00 pm, at 1911 
Edgewater Drive , Westfield, NY. 
Guests will have an opportunity 
to take a tour of our grounds and 
common areas, look at numer-
ous units that will be showcased 
and others that are for sale. 
Refreshments will be served."

HAPPY ADS
BOAT RENTALS-Fun in the 
Sun! RENT ME! Pontoon, Power 
Boats,  and more!.  Chautauqua 
Mar ina 716.753.3913.  Ful l 
Service Marina.

HELP wANTED
SOMEONE TO IRON personal 
clothing eg: shirt ,pants etc 
Weekly for the Chautauqua 
seasonCall  716-357-3417"

INSTRUCTION
SEEkINg OBOE teacher, pref-
erably with experience-for 10 
year old enthusiastic beginner. 
Weeks 2-4 and 7-8. Please call 
716-357-9295

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

ONE  AHLSTROM  upr igh t  
piano ,built in Jamestown circa 
1920 's  measures  58" " ta l l , 
63""wide,28 deep. Fine ordi-
nate wood legs and panels.One 
1932 L-4 Gibson  guitar. One 
Violin,Antonius Stradivarius 
Cremonensis ,Faciebat Anno 
1727. Made in Czecho Slovakia 
1920's.All in excellent condi-
tion,716-640-8793"

SERvICES
AMISH gIRLS looking for house 
cleaning job. Three years experi-
ence, would like some year-
round jobs also. Call and let it 
ring: 716-761-2140
READINg SERvICES Provided: 
Enrichment, Summer Reading 
Support, Dyslexia Services.  
Available by the week, month, or 
season. Credentialed profes-
sional. Catherine Doyle.  216-
496-0203

wANTED
S TA M P  C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. 
W i l l  t r a v e l  t o  a p p r a i s e . 
Chautauqua's Stamp Professor. 
904-315-5482

2016 Season
BRAND NEw 62 Crescent cen-
tral location 3 bedroom 2 bath 
week 3, 7, 9 available $2650 2 
other units available week 9 
mychau tauquaren ta ls .com 
Booking 2016 looking for multi 
week guest. 716-639-7659

2016 Season
C O L L I N g w O O D 
APARTMENTS  11  Fos te r, 
Halfway between Amphitheater 
and HOP.  One BR apartments- 
various weeks open ($1175-
$1275) Two BR Apartments.  All 
weeks available. carolcollins53@
gmail.com or 716-570-4283
LIgHT, AIRY 2B/2BA condo, 
sleeps 6. Centrally located on 
bus/tram routes. AC, W/D, Wifi, 
DW, Cable TV, Great porch. 
Available weeks 1-5. Call 239-
898-7469.
1 6  w I L E Y .   We e k l y  1 - 9 .  
Spacious 3 Story house near 
lake and Children’s School, 6 + 
bedrooms.  5 BA, W/D, Cable, 
Wireless Internet, no pets, no 
smoking.  Lhunnewell@willow-
ridge.com. 212-369-1220
29 AMES Townhouse. Sleeps 
10. Luxury 3 story townhouse, 2 
front porches, brick patio w/gas 
grill and table, central location on 
bus line. 5 bedrooms (3 king, 2 
twin) 3.5 baths, central AC, gran-
ite countertops and new appli-
ances in fully furnished kitchen 
and laundry. Wi-Fi, cable HD 
TVs, DVRs. Parking pass in 
South Lot. Weeks 1, 6, 7. $4,200/
wk. Contact Drs. John or Mary 
Khosh at 727-512-3890 or 
khoshms@gmail.com
31 AMES Townhouse, corner 
of Ames and Massey. Sleeps 
9. Luxury 3 story townhouse, 
large patio furnished w/gas 
grill & garden chairs, 3 picnic 
tables, perennial garden, 2 
front porches, central location 
on bus line. 4 bedrooms (1 
king, 2 queen, 1 has 3 twins), 
3.5 baths, central AC, granite 
countertops and new applianc-
es in fully furnished kitchen 
and laundry. Wi-Fi, cable, HD 
TVs, DVDs. Piano. Parking 
pass in South Lot. Weeks 6, 7, 
8, 9. $4,600/wk. Contact Drs. 
John or Mary Khosh at 727-
512-3890 or khoshms@gmail.
com
34 MILLER. 1,2&3 bedroom 
apartments, near Bestor Plaza, 
now taking half/ful l  season 
rentals, $1000-$1500/week  
412 -865-7341  (Cor rec ted 
Phone number)
40 HURST. Fully renovated 3 
bedroom/2 bath ground floor 
apartment. Open floorplan with 
large, modern kitchen, living 
room with fireplace and dining 
area. Hardwood floors. Large 
private deck. New A/C units, 
W/D, WiFi, DW, TV. Parking 
spot. Available weeks 3-9 for 
2016. Call 917-881-6064 or 
emai l  LaurenLovesEsms@
gmail.com.
83 PRATT a charming guest 
house for the 2016 season. 
Sleeps two, Newly remodeled, 
park-like setting, patio, on-site 
parking, on tram & bus route. 
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless inter-
net, D/W, pet friendly. Season/
Part-Season 954-348-4344 
bh@cpt-florida.com

Bruce Walton
Staff Writer

For half a decade, Wil-
liam Freyd and his wife, 
Diane Jones Carlson, have 
supported the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra’s Inde-
pendence Day Pops Concert.

The concert, featuring 
guest conductor Stuart 
Chafetz at 8 p.m. Saturday 
in the Amphitheater, could 
not have been possible 
without the sponsorship of 
Carlson and Freyd. 

Carlson and Freyd have 
been professional fundrais-
ers for approximately 30 
years. Carlson founded 1-2-
1 Philanthropic Services, 
which specializes in major 
gift initiatives, prospect re-
search, grant writing and 
executive searches for 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organizations. 

Carlson, who grew up 
near Jamestown, said she 

has always liked Chautau-
qua. Her husband has been 
coming to Chautauqua In-
stitution for about 15 years.

“I certainly was attract-
ed to it immediately and 
looked forward to return-
ing,” Freyd said.

Freyd founded IDC, Ltd., 
in 1974, which became one of 
the largest firms in the his-
tory of fundraising, employ-
ing more than 300 people. 
In addition to being former 
president of the Las Vegas 
Philharmonic, Freyd worked 
closely in theater as well. 

While at home near Las 
Vegas, Freyd, who is also 
a founder of the produc-
tion company SFS Enter-
tainment and a member of 
the Screen Actors Guild, is 
himself a performer, hav-
ing appeared in Las Vegas 
productions of South Pacific, 
Annie, Hello, Dolly!, Annie 

Get Your Gun and Gigi.
The couple is dedicated 

to the arts and passionate 
about their love of Chautau-
qua’s music programs.

Carlson and Freyd, who 
give their time as volun-
teers for the Promise Cam-
paign and the Chautauqua 
Fund, also said they have 
begun supporting theater 
scholarships, and other spe-
cial programs.

“We’re really interested in 
the performing arts and all 
the performing arts in Chau-
tauqua and its symphony 
and theater that we’re able to 
support,” Carlson said.

For more information on 
how you can help underwrite a 
performance of the CSO or any 
other evening concerts, please 
contact Tina Downey, direc-
tor of the Chautauqua Fund, 
at 716-357-6406 or email  
tdowney@ciweb.org.

Carlson, Freyd sponsor Saturday’s CSO Pops Concert
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Difficulty Level 7/04
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Difficulty Level 7/03

Funding for Sunday night’s 
performance of Our Town is 
provided by the Rittman Fam-
ily Fund for Performing Arts. 

Patricia B. Rittman estab-
lished the fund in 2000 for 
family and friends to honor 
her husband William Ritt-
man. Bill Rittman first came 
to Chautauqua in 1930 with 
his parents and was an active 
member of the Chautauqua 
community until his death. 
He served as a trustee of the 
Institution from 1974 to 1982. 
Both of Bill’s parents served 
as directors of the Chautau-
qua Foundation. Bill graduat-
ed from Harvard in 1939 and, 
after World War II, Harvard 
Law School. The majority of 
his career was with the phar-
maceutical industry, primar-
ily with Richardson-Vicks.

Rittman Fund  
supports Sunday’s  
‘Our Town’ staging
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r E C r E a t i o n

hayley ross
Staff Writer

Barre fitness classes have 
been sweeping the nation, 
and now this combination 
class of Pilates, ballet, yoga 
and aerobics has arrived at 
Chautauqua Institution.

For those interested in 
increasing their fitness level 
by blending the principles 
of a variety of workout pro-
grams, the new barre fitness 
Special Studies class may be 
the perfect workout. 

Jessica Heid and Rebecca 
Janes began teaching barre 
fitness during Week One. 
Classes will continue dur-

ing Weeks Two through Five 
and Week Seven from 7:30 
to 8:30 a.m. on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 
the Carnahan-Jackson Dance 
Studio.

The class begins with a 
warm-up and arm exercises. 
It then moves to the ballet 
barre, where about half of 
the class is taught. After-
ward, abdominal exercises 
and a cool-down stretch fin-
ish out the class. Taught to 
upbeat music, the session 
is also designed to keep the 
participants constantly mov-
ing and to boost their me-
tabolisms. 

“Some people might see 

some similarities to the pro-
gression of a ballet class 
where we start with pliés 
and work our way up to big-
ger moves,” Heid said.

Barre fitness is easily 
adaptable to fit all age ranges 
and fitness levels. Janes said 
when she teaches at a local 
YMCA in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, her classes are 
made up of students whose 
ages range from 20 to, in 
some cases, 80 years old.

“All of our bodies are dif-
ferent, with different body 
structures,” she said. “Barre 
fitness is for everyone.”

Once a professional ballet 
dancer herself, Heid said she 

enjoys the incorporation of 
ballet into the exercise pro-
gram.

“I have always have en-
joyed those movements,” she 
said. “The basics like pliés 
and working on that beau-
tiful posture that dancers 
have.”

Heid spent three summers 
as an apprentice in the dance 
program at Chautauqua and 
now teaches Special Studies 
ballet classes each season. 
She has been teaching barre 
fitness in her hometown of 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, 
for about three years. 

She said barre fitness is a 
good way to work the body 

and mind while still having 
fun. 

“I completely believe in 
sustainable exercise — both 
as mental health and physi-
cal health — because if it’s 
something you don’t enjoy, 
then you won’t continue,” 
she said.

Janes is also a former pro-
fessional dancer, with the 
Charlotte Ballet, who started 
barre fitness to keep in shape 
after retiring from her dance 
career. She currently teaches 
dance at the Charlotte Ballet 
Academy in North Carolina. 
She spends her summers in 
Chautauqua with her hus-
band, Sasha Janes, associate 

artistic director of the Char-
lotte Ballet. 

Janes said she is excited 
for the community to see her 
in the studio rather than on 
the stage, and to meet more 
of the community members 
and to share the experience 
with them. 

Heid hopes that guests 
who take her class will take 
what they learn at Chautau-
qua and continue once they 
leave. 

“I feel like this is some-
thing that people will come 
away from saying, ‘I really 
enjoyed that and I want to 
continue at home once the 
season is over,’ ” she said.

Fitness class raises the barre
Bria Granville | Staff Photographer

Jessica Heid helps teach the first barre class of the season Monday in the Carnahan-Jackson Dance Studio. Heid is also a teacher of open creative movement and beginning ballet for Chautauqua Dance. 
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P r o g r a m

Sa
SATURDAY

July 4

7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market

9:30 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Service. Rabbi Allen Podet. 
Susan Goldberg Schwartz, 
cantorial song leader. Hurlbut 
Church sanctuary

9:30 Chabad lubavitch Community 
Shabbat Service. Kiddush to 
follow at Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House. Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Everett Jewish Life Center 

12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center 

12:15 Chautauqua Community Band 
25th Annual Independence 
Day Concert. Jason Weintraub, 
conductor. Bestor Plaza (if rain, 
Amphitheater)

• The Star-Spangled Banner 
Francis Scott Key

• “The Liberty Bell” march 
John Philip Sousa

• West Side Story medley 
Leonard Bernstein

• Prelude and Scherzo 
James Curnow 

• “Blue Tango” 
Don Rapp, juggler 
Leroy Anderson 

• “The Billboard” march 
John N. Klohr

• “Thoughts of Love” 
John Marcellus, trombone 
Arthur Pryor

• “El Capitan” 
John Philip Sousa

• “The Washington Post” march  
(Children ages 2–6 marching, ages 
7–10 conducting) 
John Philip Sousa

• “On the Mall” march 
Edwin Franko Goldman

• Sing-along:  
“In the Good Old Summertime” 
“America” 
“America the Beautiful” 
“God Bless America”

• “The Stars and Stripes Forever” 
John Philip Sousa 

2:00 National Bell Ringing Ceremony. 
“Let Freedom Ring.” In celebration 
of Independence Day, the 
Chautauqua bells will be rung 13 
times. Miller Bell Tower

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:00 (2–4:30) Piano Master Class. 
(School of Music.) Alexander 
Gavrylyuk. Suggested fee. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

2:00 lecture. (Programmed by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) “Anti-
Semitism on College Campuses.” 
Clare lopez, vice president for 
research and analysis, Center for 
Security Policy. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.  

2:15 THEATER. Our Town. (Opening. 
Reserved seating; purchase tickets 
at Main Gate Welcome Center 
or Visitors Center ticket offices 
and 45 minutes before curtain at 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

3:00 lECTuRE. Contemporary Issues 
Forum. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Jonathan Eig, author, The Birth of 
the Pill. Hall of Philosophy

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing 
at Sunday worship services.) 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

6:45 Concert. Thursday Morning 
Brass. Athenaeum Hotel

8:00 CHAuTAuQuA SyMPHONy 
ORCHESTRA. Independence Day 
Pops Concert. Stuart Chafetz, 
guest conductor; Mike Eldred, 
tenor. Amphitheater 

10:00 Fourth of July Bell Tower 
Concert. Carolyn Benton, 
chimemaster. Coincides with 
lighting of flares around and 
fireworks over Chautauqua Lake. 
Miller Bell Tower

Su
SUNDAY
July 5

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:30 Songs, Prayers, Communion & 
Meditation. Hurlbut Church 

8:45 united Church of Christ Worship 
Service. UCC Randell Chapel

9:00 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

9:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of Christ

9:30 Services in Denominational 
Houses.

9:30 unitarian universalist Service. 
Hall of Philosophy

9:30 unity Service. Hall of Missions

9:30 Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) Service. Octagon 
Building

9:30 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

9:30 Service and Torah Reading. 
17th of Tammuz Fast Day. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

10:15 Sunday School. Through Grade 
6. Child care for infants. Children’s 
School

10:45 SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND 
SERMON. “On Care for Our 
Common Ground.” The Most 
Rev. Edward K. Braxton, bishop, 
the Diocese of Belleville, Illinois. 
Amphitheater

11:30 (11:30 until sold out) Chicken 
Barbecue Dinner. (Benefits 
the Chautauqua Volunteer Fire 
Department Auxiliary.) Fee. 
Chautauqua Fire Hall

12:00 (12–3) Special Studies Meet and 
Greet. Outside Hultquist Center

12:00 (12–3) Family Orientation. Learn 
more about youth programs at 
Chautauqua. Bestor Plaza

12:00 (12–4:30) Art in the Park. 
(Sponsored by VACI Partners.) 
Miller Park

12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

12:10 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

12:15 lakewood Suzuki String and 
Regis Singing Strings in Concert. 
Bestor Plaza

12:30 AA / Al-Anon Meeting. Hurlbut 
Church Parlor.

1:00 (1–2:30) CPOA Bike Rodeo. 
Hultquist Center porch

2:00 (2–4:30) Piano Master Class. 
(School of Music.) Alexander 
Gavrylyuk. Suggested fee. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:15 THEATER. Our Town. (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and 45 
minutes before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

2:30 CONCERT. Brass Band of 
Columbus. Amphitheater

3:30 Poetry and Prose Reading. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Gabriel Welsch, 
poetry; J. David Stevens, prose. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
porch

3:30 Jewish Film Series. (Programmed 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center). 
Everett Jewish Life Center 

4:00 Student Voice Recital. (School of 
Music.) Benefits the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club Scholarship Fund.
McKnight Hall

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:30 (4:30–5) Pre-Vespers Music. 
“Sharing God’s Gift.” Joseph 
Musser, classical pianist. Hall of 
Philosophy

4:30 (4:30–6) Sunday Soiree. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) CWC House

5:00 VESPERS. (Chaplain’s Journey of 
Faith.) The Most Rev. Edward K. 
Braxton. Hall of Philosophy

5:00 Open Mic. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends.) 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Ballroom

5:00 Massey Organ Children’s 
Encounter. Jared Jacobsen, 
organist. Amphitheater

6:00 New Visitor Information Session. 
Hultquist Center

6:00 lGBT & Friends Meet and Greet. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
porch

6:00 Dinner with ClAF Friends. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Literary Arts Friends.) Alumni Hall 
Ballroom

7:00 Community World Cup Watch 
Party and Potluck. Bring your 
Fourth of July leftovers to share. 
Hultquist Center 101

7:00 ’fore-play. Our Town. Chautauqua 
Theater Company. Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall

7:00 Palestine Park Program.  
“A Journey Through Biblical 
Times.” Palestine Park

7:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports 
Club

7:00 Discussion. (Programmed by 
Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults.) “The Walls Come Tumbling 
Down: Learning About the Fast 
of Tamuz 17.” Marion Lawrance 
Room, Hurlbut Church

8:00 SACRED SONG SERVICE. “Favorite 
Hymns of Our U.S. Presidents.” The 
Chautauqua Choir. Amphitheater

8:00 THEATER. Our Town. (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and 45 
minutes before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

8:00 Hebrew Congregation Shirley 
lazarus Sunday Speaker 
Series. “Yesterday, Today and In 
Between.” Marty W. Merkley, 
vice president and director of 
programming, Chautauqua 
Institution. Hurlbut Church 
sanctuary

9:30 Service of Compline. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

9:30 CPOA Outdoor lighting Walk-
about. Colonnade

Ruby Wallau | Staff Photographer

Eight-year-old Sophie Miller blows bubbles before the opening-night Stars of Nashville performance on June 27.
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