
Deborah TrefTs
Staff Writer

Between the 
events in “All the 
President’s Men” 
and “Frost/Nixon” 
there’s a little-
known yet grip-
ping tale worthy of 
making a motion 
picture trilogy out 
of the Watergate 
cover-up.

The screenplay 
could be based on a 
book that was pub-
lished in 2006. In 31 
Days: Gerald Ford, 
the Nixon Pardon 
and a Government in 
Crisis, Barry Werth 
credibly document-
ed the turbulent 
presidential transi-
tion period. One of Werth’s key sources was 
Benton Becker, Ford’s personal attorney and 
adviser.

Without Becker’s recollections and papers, 
essential parts of the story of how and why 
President Ford ultimately decided that it would 
be best for the country — and worth losing the 
1976 election for — would be missing.

At 3 p.m. Saturday in the Hall of Philoso-
phy, as part of the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club’s Contemporary Issues Forum, Becker 
will bring to life the turmoil in the White 
House during the pivotal summer of 1974 and 
the events and actions that precipitated Ford’s 
unpopular decision. After the hourlong pre-
sentation, film clips about the pardon will be 
shown in the Hall of Christ and an open dis-
cussion will be held.

As a partner in the Washington, D.C., 
law firm of Cramer, Haber, & Becker, Becker 
served as counsel to Ford during the vice 
presidential confirmation hearings. He took a 
leave of absence in August 1974 to assist Ford 
during his transition to president. On behalf 
of Ford, he negotiated the pardon of Nixon 
and the disposition of Nixon’s presidential re-
cords. Years later, Becker donated about 1,600 
pages of materials to the Gerald R. Ford Presi-
dential Library & Museum.

Duquesne University law school dean and 
constitutional law scholar Ken Gormley — 
who in July spoke on the Amphitheater stage 
with former U.S. attorney general Alberto 
Gonzales about the ethics of privacy — will 
moderate both parts of the program, titled 
“President Ford’s Pardon of Richard M. Nix-
on: A 40-Year Retrospective.”

As part of his research on Archibald Cox 
and Watergate, Gormley interviewed Ford 
about the Nixon pardon prior to Ford’s death 
in 2006. Cox was the first of two Watergate 
special prosecutors and had disagreed with 
Ford’s decision.

“I invited Archibald Cox and President 
Ford to Duquesne in 1999 for a program 
on Ford’s pardon of Nixon,” Gormley said. 
“That’s when I discovered Benton Becker. 
Ford told me about him.” Gormley said that 
this event, which was filmed and broadcast 
on C-SPAN, is one of the film clips that will be 
shown on Saturday.

According to Becker, Gormley persuaded 
him to come to Pittsburgh for a Watergate 
symposium, which was hosted by the Ameri-
can Inns of Court in May 2007. 

“He’s a very persuasive man,” Becker 
said. “Chautauqua will be my second trip 
for Ken.”

Mary Lee TaLboT
Staff Writer

The great thing about 
preaching at Chautauqua, 
said the Rev. M. Craig Barnes, 
is that “those who gather to 
listen are so educated and well 
read.”

“This always brings out the 
best in any preacher,” he said.

Barnes will serve as the chaplain for 
Week Seven at Chautauqua Institution. 
“Ten Signposts to Freedom” is the theme for 

his sermon series this week.
“The Ten Commandments 

were given to a people who were 
on the run,” he said. “Their pur-
pose was never to restrict free-
dom, but to show us how to keep 
it.  Law and grace are not actu-
ally opposites. Rather, the law is 
a grace for Christians because it 
gives us a means of living with 
true freedom.”

Barnes is the seventh president of Princ-
eton Theological Seminary. Barnes earned 
his Master of Divinity degree from Princeton 

Seminary in 1981 and began his presidency in 
January 2013. He also serves as professor of 
pastoral ministry. 

“Princeton taught me that true spiritual 
formation could never be separated from 
rigorous theological inquiry,” he wrote on 
the Princeton website. “By the time I left 
seminary, the words ‘faith’ and ‘learner’ 
were permanently engraved on my heart.”

When Barnes preaches, he said he al-
ways talks about “the mysterious work of 
God in the lives of ordinary people.”
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Barnes to preach on ‘Signposts to Freedom’

gormley

barnes

wiLL rubin | Staff Writer

When the Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra last played a Pops 
Concert, guest conductor Stuart 
Chafetz took the Amphitheater on a 
trip to Africa. 

At 8:15 p.m. Saturday in the Amp, 
he’s using those frequent flier miles 
to spirit the Chautauqua Opera 
Company on sojourn to San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, as they rendezvous 
with the CSO to highlight the work 
of Broadway legends Leonard Bern-
stein and Stephen Sondheim.

Young Artists sing bernstein, sondheim in f inAle
OUT WITH A BANGbecker

Women’s Club 
to host 40-year 
retrospective of 
Nixon’s pardon

See becker/gormley, Page A4

See barnes, Page A4

Mark oprea | Staff Writer 

F or the Young Artists at the Chautauqua Opera 
Company, there’s no better way to end an emotionally 
intense, six-week-long program packed with suicidal 

geisha girls and Western heartbreak than with a pops concert.

At 8:15 p.m. Saturday in the Amphitheater, the entire ensemble of Apprentice and 
Studio artists will be waving goodbye to Chautauqua via a grand concert that fea-
tures the music of Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim. 

Carol Rausch, the music administrator/choral master of the company, said that, 
although the program bends toward popular musicals and Broadway, it’s a sure way 
to remind Chautauqua of the singers’ versatility.

“It’s a good way to go out,” she said.
The company has been performing what Rausch called a “blockbuster” show for 

the past five years, to much of Chautauqua’s admiration. It’s the ready familiarity of 
Bernstein’s Candide and West Side Story, and Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd and Evening 
Primrose that make the show fitting from both sides of the stage.

“What we wanted to do — in addition to tailoring the selections to fit the indi-
vidual artists — was to try and give some sense of accomplishment of Sondheim and 
Bernstein,” Rausch said.

8 : 1 5  p. m .  S a t u r d a y  ·  a m p h i t h e a t e r

See opera, Page A4 See cso, Page A4

Chafetz to lead 
CSO in 2014’s final 
opera collaboration

rachael le goubin | Staff Photographer
Nicole Haslett performs “Gold is a Fine Thing” from The Ballad of Baby Doe at Chautauqua Opera’s annual “Opera Highlights” concert 
July 12 in the Amphitheater. The company closes the season with a pops concert at 8:15 p.m. Saturday in the Amp. 



KELSEY HUSNICK
Staff Writer

Junior Guilders in flapper 
dresses, vests, cheerleading 
and gymnastics uniforms, 
and red, white and blue at-
tire will tap dance, somer-
sault, sashay and sing across 
the Amphitheater stage in 
their summer performance, 
Our World.

The program will take 
place at 2:30 p.m. Sunday in 
the Amp and will feature the 
Junior Guilders of the Lucille 
Ball Little Theatre, consisting 
of about 35 boys and girls be-
tween the ages of 8 and 16.

Our World will open 
with “And the World Goes 
Round,” written by song-
writing team John Kander 
and Fred Ebb. 

Helen Merrill, director of 
the Junior Guilders, said the 
show “talks about the fact 
that in the entire world there 
are many, many people. And 

they’re all different and spe-
cial and they’re all strangers 
— but wouldn’t it be nice if 
we all met and made them 
friends?”

This theme continues 
into the next number, “Yes,” 
a song that Merrill said 
spreads a contagious mes-
sage of positivity. It’s also a 
song the group had to work 
hard to master.

“It’s very wordy. There’s 
a lot of lyrics, and the kids 
looked at me like, ‘Ugh.’ And 
they move around the stage 
quite a bit. But now they love 
it,” she said. “It’s elevated ev-
erybody so they have a more 
positive attitude, I think.”

Months of work go into 
the preparation for this 
show, Merrill said. The guil-
ders started learning some 
of the songs in January, but 
the effort will be worth it 
when the kids get to walk 
onto the Amp stage.

“We had a sleepover dur-

ing [an] intensive week get-
ting ready for the show, and 
we showed one of the pre-
vious Chautauquan perfor-
mances,” Merrill said. “[The 
kids] were just so thrilled to 
see it. They kept saying, ‘Oh, 
it is a big stage!’ and, ‘Oh I 
can’t wait to get there!’ I love 
to watch the little 8-year-olds 
step out there for the first 
time. You can see it right in 
their faces with all the seats 
in front of them — it’s a big 
honor.”

The show will include 
four costume changes. Af-
ter the opening section, the 
guilders will step back into 
the 1920s — a treat because 
they all love the music and 
the clothing of the time pe-
riod, Merrill said. Next, they 
will celebrate being a kid in 
America in their cheerlead-
ing outfits, breaking out 
their acrobatic and gymnas-
tic skills.

That patriotic theme will 
transcend into the closing 
section. Merrill said they 
will honor servicemen from 
all of the country’s wars and 
honor the women who were 
left behind as their husbands 

and sons went to fight for 
America. 

“Our aim is that we would 
like to have peace,” she said. 
“We think peace can come 
through music, because it’s a 
language that everybody un-
derstands. So we have a lot 
of songs related to that, and 
although we’re children, we 
think we can make a lasting 
impression and we do have a 
definite opinion on it.”

Our World will also in-
clude four guest performers, 
including Tiffany Wakeley 
Heintzman, the show’s cho-
reographer and a former 
guilder, and Holly Jones 
Weston, who’s also a former 
guilder and helps Heintzman 
with the choreography. Ju-
nior Guilders will be spot-
lighted with their own solos 
throughout the performance 
as well. 

“There are going to be 
places where the audience is 
going to cry, they’re going to 
laugh and they’re definitely 
going to be touched in the 
heart,” Merrill said. “And I 
think once you’ve made an 
audience [do all that], then I 
think we’ve done our job.”   

Page A2 The Chautauquan Daily ·  www.chqdaily.com  Weekend Edition, August 2 & 3, 2014

N E W S

NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS

Briefly

Chautauqua Golf Club
The Chautauqua Golf Club will host its centennial 

celebration 1 p.m. Sunday at the clubhouse. A variety of 
events will honor the Golf Club’s 100th birthday, includ-
ing a speech from President Tom Becker at 2 p.m. 
Old First Night Run traffic advisory

Travelers in and out of the grounds on Saturday morn-
ing are advised that the Old First Night Run race route 
will affect traffic at all vehicle gates and on Massey, Pales-
tine and Hedding avenues. Gates will be closed from 9 to 
10 a.m. and will reopen beginning with South. 
Chautauqua Property Owners Association walkabout

The CPOA’s weekly informational street light walkabout 
will begin at 9:30 p.m. Sunday outside the Colonnade. 
Ultimate Frisbee

Pick-up ultimate frisbee game 3 p.m. Sunday at Sharpe 
Field. Call Mike O’Brien for more details at 702-493-1372.
CLSC Alumni Association news

Sign up for your class banner to be in the Recognition 
Day Parade. Contact the Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall and make arrangements for a banner carrier today.

Tickets are on sale now at the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall for the annual Recognition Day All Class 
Gala Wednesday. Tickets are just $12.

The CLSC Class of 2010 will meet for a cocktail party 
before Old First Night on Tuesday. Wednesday, meet for 
coffee in the Longfellow lobby prior to assembling for the 
parade. The annual business meeting is 9:30 a.m. Thurs-
day at the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall.

The Class of 2009 will hold a brunch 9 a.m. Tuesday on 
the porch of the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. A 
meeting follows at 9:30 a.m. in the Kate Kimball Room.

The CLSC Class of 2008 will hold our annual meeting at 
4 p.m. on Saturday at 46 Hurst. 

The CLSC Class of 2006 will hold an afternoon tea 3 
p.m. Friday in the Dining Room of the Literary Arts Cen-
ter at Alumni Hall. Bring finger sandwiches (or $5). There 
will also be a book exchange. RSVP to stupiansky@earth-
link.net or 716-269-2003 by Wednesday. 

The CLSC Class of 2004 will celebrate 10 years at 5 p.m. 
Sunday at Olive's in Mayville. If you need transportation, 
call Susan at 814-229-1438. Gather for breakfast before the 
parade at 8 a.m. Wednesday at the Afterwords Café. Our 
last meeting of the year will be at 12:15 p.m. Friday in the 
Garden Room in the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. 

The CLSC Class of 2003 will have an annual breakfast 
meeting at 7:45 a.m. Wednesday on Anita Holec’s porch, 
27 Vincent, before the Recognition Day parade. 

The CLSC Class of 2001 meets 9 a.m. Mondays for coffee 
on the porch of the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall.

The CLSC Class of 1998 will meet for our annual Rec-
ognition Day breakfast at 7:45 a.m. Wednesday at Bob and 
Carole Reeder’s home, 90 Harper. Please call Kulbergs at 
716-753-5201 to reserve a spot.

The CLSC Class of 1996 will meet for its annual meet-
ing at at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall and then proceed to the Gala Dinner.  

The CLSC Class of 1995 will hold its annual meeting 
at 5 p.m. Monday the porch of the Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall. Dinner will follow. We will also have a 
continental breakfast before the CLSC parade at 8 a.m. 
Wednesday, on Cecilia Hartman’s St. Elmo porch.

The CLSC Class of 1994 will have a table at the Annual 
Alumni Association Gala on Wednesday.

The Class of 1993 is invited to breakfast at the home of 
Marty Gingell at 7:45 a.m. Wednesday before the parade.

The Class of 1982 will sit together at the Gala Dinner on 
Wednesday. 

The Class of 1974 will hold its 40th anniversary dinner 
at the CLSC Gala Dinner at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday. 
AA/Al-Anon Meeting

At 12:30 p.m. Sunday, there will be an open AA/Al-
Anon Meeting in Hurlbut Church parlor. 
Everett Jewish Life Center news

A concert in memory of Jacques Israelievitch’s brother,  
Reouven (Raymond) Israelievitch, will be held at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday at the Everett Jewish Life Center. 

At 3:30 p.m. Sunday, the EJLCC will screen the film 
“The Other Son” as part of its Jewish Film Series.

From 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. Monday, Laurence Silberstein will 
speak at the EJLCC on the topic “Living Jewishness As Sec-
ular Culture: The 19th Century Legacy of Ahad Haam.” 
Sandy D'Andrade's 12th Annual trunk show and sale

Sandy D'Andrade's 12th annual trunk show and sale, 
which benefits Chautauqua Opera Company's Young Art-
ists, will hold a special two-day-only sales event from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday at the Main Gate Wel-
come Center. Bring your gate pass.
Community Band Rehearsal 

Chautauqua Community Band needs players. Rehears-
al will run from 4:45 to 6 p.m. Saturday in Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall. Concert, 12:15 p.m. Tuesday on Bestor Plaza. 
(Amphitheater if rain). Band shirts and lunch provided.  
Call Jason Weintraub at 716-753-5250, or just show up.
School of Music 

At 2:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday in McKnight Hall, the 
students of the MSFO will be holding a recital. Proceeds 
benefit the Chautauqua Women's Club Scholarship Fund.
Chautauqua Women’s Club news

Every Saturday, Chautauqua Women’s Club offers a 
short Bridge lesson followed by social bridge for both men  
and women. Lessons run from noon to 12:30 p.m. Separate 
fees for lesson and play.

CWC’s Artists at the Market is open from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday at the Farmers Market.
Newcomers Tennis Hour

At 4:30 p.m. Monday at the Tennis Center, there will be 
a newcomers’ tennis hour. The session is free to anyone 
new to tennis. No equipment necessary.
Dixie Lakesiders 

The Dixie Lakesiders will perform from noon to 1 p.m. 
Sunday at the Fire Hall during the chicken barbecue.
Sailing Department Open House

Open Regatta race 2 p.m. Saturday at the John R. Tur-
ney Sailing Center. Following the Regatta, from 4 to 6 p.m. 
will be the Sailing Department’s open house and Yacht 
Club Sail-In.

The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 
Foundation, Inc., will be held at 9 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 
16, 2014, in McKnight Hall for the purpose of electing 
directors and transacting such other business as may 
properly come before the meeting. 

FOUNDATION NOTICE 

The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 
Corporation will be held 10 a.m., Saturday, Aug. 9, 2014, 
at the Hall of Christ, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, 
New York.

CORPORATION NOTICE 

A big stage for Junior Guilders, 
‘Our World’ at the Amp Sunday

BRIAN SMITH | Daily file photo

Megan Clark, 16, of Clymer, New York, rehearses in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall. Clark and her fellow Junior Guilders of the Lucille Ball Little 
Theatre performed with the Thursday Morning Brass in 2013. They return at 2:30 p.m. Sunday in the Amphitheater.
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Youth 
RegistRation
Registration for youth 
programs takes place 
from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays in the Colonnade 
lobby and on site Monday 
through Friday. 

 » on the grounds

I was leading a meeting with all of the vice presidents of 
our seminary, but I could think about only one thing 
— my teenagers. My wife and I had been up late the 
previous night having the “these are our values talk” 

with one of them. Again.
We have two fabulous sons who are doing well at navi-

gating their way through adolescence. The talk the night 
before was not because our son had done something wrong, 
but because he was overwhelmed by the tempting messages 
of his teenage culture that conflict with those of our family 
and church. This tears at his soul.

There were always good kids and dangerous kids in high 
school. Drugs and booze have been around forever. The 
backseats of cars have long been used for things other than 
being a passenger. And this isn’t the first generation to feel 
pressure about getting into a good college. I get all of that. 
It has always been hard to be a teenager, but today there are 
new threats. Here are just a few of them.

Previous generations of students didn’t worry about be-
ing indiscriminately shot during a killing spree or running 
into a terrorist explosion during a marathon. We are now 
way beyond fretting over getting beaten up by the school 
bully. 

When today’s teenagers are “alone” they can constantly 
text their friends, post on Facebook, surf the Internet, watch 
videos or listen to music — all from their phones. They are no 
longer left with periods of quiet where all they can do is read, 
ponder, brood, imagine or pray. I worry about these distrac-
tions to the holy “still small voice” that calls to young lives. 

When birthdays and Christmas celebrations come 
around, my wife and I struggle to find a good present for 
our kids because they already have everything they want. 
Frankly, so do we. What does that do to the soul that doesn’t 
know how to live with desire, hope, saving and waiting?  

Other teenagers in our society do not have everything they 
need, never mind want. My children see that and have no 
idea how to fix this problem. 

The schools of law, medicine, business and divinity are 
all struggling to find jobs for their graduates. But the cost 
of attending these schools, on top of an undergraduate 
education that costs up to $60,000 a year, will saddle these 
graduates with crippling student loans. There’s lots of debt 
but a dearth of jobs. It’s a story that’s told over and over, and 
every kid going off to college knows it. This next generation 
doesn’t go to school thinking it will secure a better future 
for them.

We didn’t used to think that the fashion models in cata-
logues should look like they’re overwhelmed with despair. 
But today being sad is so cool it can sell.

Today’s teenagers have never seen a federal government 
that does more than engage in political stalemates. They 
have no Kennedy who can inspire them to ask what they 
can do for the country, or King who can make them march 
in the streets for a dream. Instead, they have grown up in 
a post-9/11 culture that has done everything it can to make 
them afraid.

And they know that we have done more damage to the 

environment than can ever be repaired.
What fascinates me is how many teenagers refuse to buy 

the marketed temptations to despair and fear. They go to 
work camps, volunteer at homeless shelters, plan careers in 
social work and study Arabic in the hopes of listening to 
someone who is different.  

Some of them will finish college and come to seminary. 
I am impressed by our students’ missional commitments. 
When they applied for admission, none of them were 
confused by the lack of jobs in ministry; they remind me 
that they’ve heard only bleak forecasts for their future since 
they were teenagers. so they don’t think about getting into a 
good career. If they can’t find work in a church, they’ll start 
a church or work for a non-profit. They’ll find a way.

This next generation has little interest in our debates 
about sexuality and church property, and they demonstrate 
an extraordinary comfort with difference. Since they’ve 
never known the metanarrative that idolized June and 
Ward Cleaver, they seem to live easily with a society filled 
with many narratives coming from people of different col-
ors, religions and orientations. They don’t trust anything big 
or meta, but they believe strongly in the small and winsome 
communities they create for themselves. 

This refusal to despair is seen not only in those who hang 
out in church youth groups or who are looking for a service 
project to put on their college applications. A quiet hope 
abounds in this generation. It seems to me that its members 
are saying, “We get it that our future is filled with obstacles, 
but we’re just going to keep moving.” And that has always 
been the best response any generation could ever make to 
the mess the earlier one placed in their hands.

M. Craig Barnes is the seventh president of Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary. This article was previously published in Christian 
Century Magazine.

GueSt ColuMn by THE REV. M. CRaig BaRnEs

From the Pulpit

Stubborn hope

Carson Quirós
Staff Writer

With Chautauqua Institu-
tion’s birthday just around 
the corner, it is an appropriate 
time to enjoy deeply rooted 
traditions and reflect on the 
philanthropic efforts that 
have kept Chautauqua thriv-
ing for the past 140 years.

From 9 a.m. through 5 p.m. 
Tuesday leading up to Old 
First night, the Chautauqua 
Foundation will be celebrating 
its third Annual Fund Day. 

The day’s festivities will 
begin with an open house in 
the Foundation office. Visitors 
will be invited to stop by the 
Foundation on the first floor 
of the Colonnade to enjoy re-
freshments, meet staff mem-
bers and learn more about the 

impact of philanthropy on the 
Institution’s grounds and pro-
grams.

The day is designed for 
families to enjoy the grounds 
and the community together. 
For lunch, families and in-
dividuals are encouraged 
to pack a picnic and enjoy a 
performance by the Chau-
tauqua Community Band 
at 12:15 p.m. in Bestor Plaza. 
Herb Keyser’s famous lem-
on tarts will be for sale, and 
“Uncle” Howie schiller will 
be offering to take photos to 
raise money in support of the 
Chautauqua Fund.

“There will also be a spe-
cial announcement, which 
will provide all community 
members and visitors the op-
portunity to maximize the 
impact of their giving,” said 

Tina Downey, director of the 
Chautauqua Fund. 

On the plaza, there will be 
activities for children of all 
ages, and kids are welcome 
to set up a lemonade stand, 
sell baked goods and painted 
rocks, or perform in support 
of the Fund. Annual Fund 
volunteers will be stationed 
around the grounds to an-
swer any questions and ex-
plain how Chautauquans can 
become more involved in the 
philanthropic efforts of the 
community.

The Chautauqua Fund 
supports programming, op-
erations and scholarships for 
the students in the schools 
of Fine & Performing Arts, 
and represents more than 22 
percent of the Promise Cam-
paign goal.

Annual Fund Day to 
take place Tuesday

Courtesy of the Chautauqua Foundation

A Chautauquan talks with representatives of the Chautauqua Foundation during 2013’s Annual Fund 
Day. 2014’s Annual Fund Day is from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday.



Gormley said that, after 
meeting Becker, he changed 
his views on Ford.

“I walked away with a 
much greater appreciation 
of Ford and the people sur-
rounding him,” he said.

Gormley is the author of 
two award-winning books, 
both of which were Chautau-
qua Literary and Scientific 
Circle selections: Archibald Cox: 
Conscience of a Nation, and the 
New York Times best-seller The 
Death of American Virtue: Clin-
ton vs. Starr. Currently, he is 
editing a book about U.S. pres-
idents and the Constitution.

For Saturday, Gormley 
said he will be providing 
some background and then 
turning the program over 
to Becker to talk about Ford 
sending him off to California 
and his meeting with Nixon 
and his advisers. 

“The agreement Becker 
negotiated laid the founda-
tion for the Presidential Re-
cords Act of 1978,” Gormley 
said. “This part of history 
would be lost if there weren’t 
programs like this. This is 
a piece of history that’s just 
remarkable. Ford’s pardon of 
Nixon was a very unpopular 
decision at the time, yet Ford 
believed strongly in it. The 
Supreme Court had ruled in 
1915 that the acceptance of a 
presidential pardon is an ad-
mission of guilt.”

Becker said that he and 
Ford got to know each other 
in the late 1960s during the 
investigation of a prominent 
congressman for mismanag-
ing the budget of the com-
mittee he chaired. As House 
Minority Leader, Ford was on 
the three-member committee 
conducting the investigation. 
Becker, who at the time was 
a trial attorney in the fraud 
section of the Justice Depart-
ment’s criminal division, ap-
peared before the committee.

“After I left the Depart-
ment for private practice 
in 1970, I notified everyone 
within a 500-mile radius, in-
cluding Ford,” Becker said. 

Initially, he provided Ford 

with legal analyses of legis-
lation. He then moved on to 
matters of a more personal 
nature.

Becker said that after Vice 
President Spiro Agnew re-
signed in October 1973, it was 
the first time the newly rati-
fied 25th Amendment, which 
covers presidential succes-
sion and procedures for fill-
ing vice presidential vacan-
cies, was being implemented. 
Nixon nominated Ford, who 
asked Becker to represent 
him during the proceedings.

After Ford became vice 
president, Becker said they 
had an agreement: Becker 
would visit Ford at least once 
a week.

“Jerry Ford was very 
much a team player, but there 
were instructions given by 
the Nixon that I thought he 
ought not to get involved in,” 
Becker said. “At the same 
time, Woodward and Bern-
stein and the attorney gen-
eral were moving forward, 
and there was the so-called 
‘cancer tape’. This vice presi-
dent, nominated by President 
Nixon, said in an April 1974 
cabinet meeting, ‘Mr. Presi-
dent, I can no longer support 
you.’ That took guts. Ford 
was a very fine man.”

According to Becker, the 
remainder of his tenure as 
counsel to Gerald Ford “reads 
like an Allen Drury mystery.”

On Saturday afternoon, 
Becker will share more of his 
personal account of Ford’s 
transition to the presidency, 
the negotiations with Nixon, 
Ford’s pardon of Nixon and 
the disposition of Nixon’s 
presidential materials and 
Watergate-related evidence.

“Ford’s open-door policy 
remained after the pardon, 
and I gave him the blunt ad-
vice that people don’t give to 
presidents,” Becker said.

Gormley said that “when 
you have the situation we 
have today, it’s really nice 
to see someone making the 
decision he thought was best 
for the country.

“That’s the kind of man 
Ford was,” Gormley said. “I 
long for the era when there 
were more public servants of 
that ilk.” 

“Sometimes the mystery 
is so subtle we can barely 
see it,” he said. “Other times 
it is overwhelming. At all 
times the grace of God can 
be found — and with that we 
always have a future filled 
with hope.”

Barnes has served as a 
pastor to three congrega-
tions, including the Nation-
al Presbyterian Church in 
Washington, D.C. In the fall 
of 2002, he became the Me-
neilly Professor of Pastoral 
Ministry at Pittsburgh Theo-
logical Seminary, while also 
serving as the senior pastor 
of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church.

His writing and academic 
work reflect his deep com-
mitment to the theologi-
cal formation of pastors to 
lead the church in chang-
ing times. On returning to 
Princeton Seminary as its 
president, he wrote that he 

was “eager to help Princ-
eton be the best it can be — 
a winsome community that 
is committed to developing 
church leaders who are theo-
logically formed, intellectu-
ally curious and equipped 
to serve the church of Jesus 
Christ in a dramatically new 
cultural context.”

Seminary students are 
now “preparing for ministry 
to a church whose institu-
tional structures are in con-
stant flux,” he said.  

“For example, there are 
not as many pastoral posi-
tions in the mainline Protes-
tant churches as there used 
to be,” Barnes said. “But still 
our students come to semi-
nary. In fact, we are expect-
ing a 28 percent increase in 
master’s students over the 
class that entered last year. 
Why? These students are 
very entrepreneurial, and 
most will find new ways to 
start churches or other non-
profit organizations focused 
on care for the poor.”

Everyone, Barnes said, 

has some type of ministry.
“Some are called to be 

pastors, others to be law-
yers, homemakers, students, 
teachers, business people, 
or a winsome presence in a 
retirement center,” he said. 
“All of us answer the call to 
these ministries because it 
sounds like God is asking us 
to be a more useful form of 
ourselves.”

Barnes is the author of 
eight books which include 
Body and Soul: Reclaiming the 
Heidelberg Catechism, The Pas-
tor as Minor Poet and Search-
ing for Home: Spirituality for 
Restless Souls, An Extravagant 
Mercy. He also serves as an 
editor-at-large and frequent 
contributor to The Christian 
Century, which features a se-
ries called “How My Mind 
Had Changed.” 

“I have changed my mind 
about how long it takes for 
the church to truly resolve 
its controversies,” he said. 
“My doctoral adviser once 
told us that all worthwhile 
church debates take at least 

100 years to be settled. So I 
live with tensions and dis-
agreements much better 
than I used to do.”

Barnes will preach at the 
morning worship service at 
10:45 a.m. Sunday in the Am-
phitheater. His sermon title 
will be “Choosing a God.” 
He will discuss his faith 
journey at the Vespers at 5 
p.m. Sunday in the Hall of 
Philosophy. He will preach 
daily at the 9:15 a.m. morn-
ing worship services in the 
Amphitheater. His sermon 
titles include “Living With 
the Sacred,” “I and Thou,” 
“Honoring Boundaries,” 
“Pursuing Truth” and “Get-
ting Close to the Kingdom.”

Barnes was raised on Long 
Island, New York, graduated 
from The King’s College and 
Princeton Theological Semi-
nary, and received a Ph.D. in 
the history of Christianity 
from the University of Chi-
cago in 1992. Barnes previ-
ously served as chaplain-in-
residence at Chautauqua in 
2004, 2006 and 2010.

The program will be 
split down the middle, 
with the first half featuring 
the highlights of one com-
poser and the second dedi-
cated to the other.  

Bernstein is most famous 
for composing the music of 
West Side Story along with 
the sounds of 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue and the op-
eretta Candide. Sondheim 
worked with Bernstein on 
the famous showdown be-
tween the Sharks and Jets 
as well as Pacific Overtures 
and Sweeney Todd.

“This setup is perfect for 
the opera program,” said 
Chafetz, who also plays 
timpani in the CSO. “Ber-
nstein and Sondheim are 
fundamental in the music 
world. You could call the 
show ‘The Best of Both 
Worlds.’ ”

The opera students are 
usually the featured per-
formers for each season’s 
second Pops Concert, 
though the theme varies 
each year. 

Tonight’s show marks 
the end of the season for 
the company after the con-
clusion of The Ballad of Baby 
Doe this past Monday.

With the works of Sond-
heim and Bernstein set to 
fill the Chautauqua air, 
Chafetz allows that to-
night’s concert merits a 
special feeling, even for a 
veteran musician like him-
self.

“I get chills working on 
[Bernstein and Sondheim’s 
music],” he said. “I can’t 
wait to see it in action. 
West Side Story in particu-
lar is so complicated but 

so, so rewarding.”
When Chafetz takes to the 

podium tonight, he’ll be cap-
ping a whirlwind 10 days, 
which included a pair of 
guest appearances with the 
Houston Symphony Orches-
tra and one with the Buffalo 
Philharmonic last night. 

His jetsetting schedule, 
combined with the ever-
rushed rehearsal schedule 
of the CSO, means that it’ll 
be a sprint to the finish 
for all involved. His first 
glimpse of the opera stu-
dents was during rehears-
als on Wednesday. 

“Putting this whole 
thing together with 70 peo-
ple in one run-through is 
basically a minor miracle,” 
he said. “It’s really all about 
the singers, though. Watch-
ing [Opera Company Ar-
tistic/General Director] Jay 
Lesenger work with them 
on all the details — it’s 
amazing how they put it all 
together.”

For a self-described ham 
like Chafetz, it’s tough to 
cede the spotlight while 
onstage, but he promises to 
be “as low-key as I can be.”

Even so, the man once 
described as jollier than St. 
Nick knows that he’ll have 
to watch himself and make 
sure to kick off his dancing 
shoes before trotting the 
boards. 

“Every show is differ-
ent,” he said. “There’s an 
adjustment to what’s on 
the program, the dynamics 
and balance involved, ev-
erything is always nudged 
a little here and there. This 
is a different type of con-
ducting, though. I’m there 
to be a vehicle for the per-
sona of the show, even if it’s 
hard for me to keep from 
swaying to the music.”
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July 24

The U.S. Supreme Court unanimously orders Nixon to release the Water-
gate tapes to special prosecutor Leon Jaworski.

July 27, 29, 30

The House Judiciary Committee recommends three separate articles of 
impeachment against the president.

July 30

Nixon complies, releasing the subpoenaed tapes.

August 2

Vice President Gerald Ford tells two staff advisers that Nixon’s chief of 
staff and his special counsel for Watergate want Ford to pardon Nixon for 
any crimes he may have committed while president, in exchange for Nixon’s 
resignation. Ford’s advisers are outraged.

August 5

The White House releases the previously unknown “smoking gun” tape 
recorded on June 23, 1972, which implicates Nixon in a plan to block the 
investigation of the June 17 break-in at the Democratic National Commit-
tee’s headquarters in the Watergate office complex in Washington, D.C.

August 8

The director of the White House military office and Nixon’s military aide 
move a dozen boxes and crates filled with Nixon’s personal papers out of the 
White House residential wing. Nixon wants them sent to his private home 
in San Clemente, California. Meanwhile, papers in his chief of staff’s office 
are being shredded and bagged for disposal, and in several White House 
fireplaces aides are burning documents. Rumors and leaks abound. At 9 
p.m. Nixon announces his resignation on national television. Remorseless, 
he admits only to having made some “wrong” judgments.

August 9

Ford becomes president shortly after noon. Reporters trust his new 
press secretary, who has just resigned from The Detroit News, when they are 
told that Ford not only has no intention of pardoning Nixon, but also that Ford 
opposes granting Nixon immunity from prosecution (executive clemency).

August 10

Nixon insists that all 46 million pieces of paper and 950 reels of tape, 
which include materials relevant to upcoming Watergate trials, should be 
turned over to him. His White House lawyer orders Nixon’s staff to box up 
all the Watergate tapes and add them to the boxes and crates that two days 
earlier had been loaded onto an Air Force truck outside the White House.

Other Nixon aides have continued to pack boxes for temporary storage 
throughout the White House and the Executive Office Building, as well as 
elsewhere. Ford does not intervene until he realizes that some loyal Nixon 
staffers are rapidly stuffing cartons and “burn bags” with documents for 
destruction, and are depositing them within and outside of the overflowing 
White House “burn room.” He orders his own staff to prevent the destruction 
and removal of Nixon’s materials and to guard them.

Enter Becker, who confronts an Army colonel whose soldiers are loading 
boxes of Nixon’s materials onto a truck bound for Andrews Air Force base 
and then to California. The colonel claims he takes his orders from Nixon’s 
chief of staff, whom Ford is retaining temporarily as his own chief of staff.

Becker tells White House security to keep the truck on the grounds.
Ford challenges the chief of staff — Alexander Haig — who denies 

knowing anything about the situation and claims the colonel is acting on 
his own.

Setting the stage for Becker’s revelations is the following 
chronology of seminal actions and events that occurred from 
July 24 to Aug. 10, 1974. It has been gleaned largely from the 
Watergate timeline prepared by the Center for Grassroots Oversight, 
which incorporates Becker’s papers and Werth’s research.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS

Bernstein, best known 
for his 1957 score to West Side 
Story, was as American as the 
composers with which he’s 
often grouped: George Ger-
shwin and Aaron Copland. 
Whether it be the big city 
sounds in On the Town or the 
lyrical wit in Candide, Bern-
stein’s music makes its mark 
in the American canon.

Stuart Chafetz, conductor 
of tonight’s show, agreed.

“[Bernstein] created an 
amazing palate for the or-
chestra,” he said. “It’s all so 
incredibly difficult to per-
form. At the same time, it’s 
very transparent.”

Chafetz, who has a long 
history of directing pops 
concerts throughout the 

country, is always enam-
ored when asked to direct a 
company finale. It’s the time-
lessness of the Great Ameri-
can Songbook, he said, that 
makes the show fun for au-
dience and maestro alike.

Also having fun on stage 
will be Jay Lesenger, the ar-
tistic/general director of the 
Opera Company, who will 
be narrating the event. With 
a background in theater and 
a knack for “things that need 
comedy,” there would be no 
one more appropriate than 
Lesenger to serve as master 
of ceremonies for the closing 
show, Rausch said.

Bringing the audience 
through Bernstein’s reper-
toire such as “A Boy Like 
That” — with mezzo Rae-
hann Bryce-Davis and so-
prano Nicole Haslett — and 
“A Quiet Girl” from Wonder-

ful Town — with bass-bari-
tone Brad Walker — Lesen-
ger tells a story that winds 
its way to Sondheim in the 
second half. 

The composer Sondheim, 
who first worked with Bern-
stein as the librettist on West 
Side Story at the age of 23, 
spent the rest of his career 
in an off-and-on rivalry with 
the legend.

Although Chafetz is cog-
nizant of this notorious com-
petition, he believes that the 
composers pair well togeth-
er.

“It’s all just good stuff of 
the American theater,” he 
said. “Bernstein and Sond-
heim are just a great combi-
nation.”

Sondheim, whose major 
compositions lie in the ’70s 
and ’80s, never seemed to 
have reached as high esteem 

as his former collaborator. 
But pieces like “Agony” from 
Into the Woods — with bari-
tone Benjamin Bloomfield 
and tenor Andrew Lunsford 
— and “Losing my Mind” 
from Follies — with soprano 
Linda Brimer Barnett — are 
just as familiar to the keen 
listener. Rausch believes 
that Sondheim’s songs delve 
deeper into romance with 
more daring and grit than 
Bernstein’s early musical 
theater.

“The titles of the tunes tell 
you everything,” she said. 
“They sound like opera in a 
way.”

Although not a Mozart or 
a Jules Massenet, tonight’s 
show ends a hard-won six-
week season of opera on an 
exciting and optimistic note 
— for the audience and art-
ists alike.

opera
from page a1
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Welcome to the beginning of Week seven at 
Chautauqua.

Welcome to a remarkable opportunity for 
a spiritual, intellectual and emotional journey 

with four guides who represent the finest expression of 
their individual fields.

Beginning sunday, the Rev. M. Craig Barnes, president 
and professor of pastoral ministry at Princeton Theologi-
cal seminary, will open his weeklong ministry of worship 
and preaching. Barnes is, unquestionably, one of the finest 
preachers and teachers living today. He will ask you to 
consider law — religious law in particular — as a means of 
living in freedom.

Ken Burns is with us all week at 10:45 a.m., in a series 
of conversations about the development of his work as a 
documentary filmmaker and the stories behind and in 
the crafting of specific work. He will take us back to the 
epic series on the Civil War and illuminate his discover-
ies of that conflict and the combatants related to 1864. He 
will discuss the most recent film on the Central Park Five 
and include, as a guest, one of the five young men falsely 
convicted of the crime. He will give an unprecedented 
look forward to a film still in the making on the subject 
of the Vietnam War. And he will conclude, along with his 
longtime collaborator, Geoff Ward, with a preview of what 
will be a new 17-hour series on PBs this fall covering the 
Roosevelts — from Teddy’s birth to Eleanor’s death.

Krista Tippett, host of the radio series “On Being,” will 
conduct a week-long series of discussions at 2 p.m. in the 
Hall of Philosophy, with selected guests on the subject 
of the American consciousness. Tippett has created an 
astounding body of work exploring faith and ethical life as 
seen and practiced from a myriad of views and traditions. 
The White House has recently announced that it will pres-
ent the national Humanities Medal to Ms. Tippett this fall.

And at 3:30 p.m. Thursday in the Hall of Philosophy, 
author E.L. Doctorow will discuss his creative process in 
writing the novel Andrew’s Brain, this week’s Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle selection. Doctorow’s body of 
work is significant in both its scope and depth. He thinks 
critically about the world around him and imagines char-
acters in the grip of those circumstances: fated and free, 
victim and perpetrator.

So, these are your guides for the next several days. We 
will explore the moral urgencies of our condition as human 
beings, including the balance of our ever-expanding capac-
ity to know the world around us and the humbling aware-
ness of the ongoing presence of mystery. You are being 
invited into an exploration of how, in this dizzying glut of 
information characteristic of our times, we find meaning; 
and within that meaning how we find our individual and 
collective path.

Finally, each of these four remarkable people has been 
to Chautauqua before. Each returns because of a belief that 
there is present on these grounds and within this experi-
ence a wellspring of hope for progress. They believe in 
you and your honest and earnest effort to learn and to take 
responsibility for what you have learned. They also know 
that they too have the same opportunity for growth. And 
they embrace that opportunity with enthusiasm.  

Welcome to the journey of Week seven at Chautauqua.

Column by Thomas m. becker

From the PresidentIn Week seven of the 2014 
Chautauqua Institution sea-
son, celebrated documen-
tary filmmaker Ken Burns 
joins us from saturday, Aug. 
2, through saturday, Aug. 9, 
for weekly themes expressed 
in lectures, art and live per-
formances. The morning 
lectures, “A Week with Ken 
Burns: Historian, Documen-
tarian and American Con-
science,” will take place at 
10:45 a.m. from Monday to 
Friday in the Amphitheater, 
while the afternoon Interfaith 
Lecture series, “Conversa-
tions with American Con-
sciousness,” hosted by Krista 
Tippett of nPR’s “On Being,” 
follows at 2 p.m. in the Hall of 
Philosophy.
Morning Lecture Series

Perhaps the best-known 
storyteller of our history, film-
maker Ken Burns returns to 
Chautauqua to host a week 
of lectures and dialogues on 
the subjects his documenta-
ries have brought back to life. 
Burns has been making films 
for more than 30 years. since 
the Academy Award-nomi-
nated “Brooklyn Bridge” in 
1981, Burns has gone on to 
direct and produce some of 
the most acclaimed historical 
documentaries ever made. A 
December 2002 poll conduct-
ed by Realscreen magazine 
listed “The Civil War” as sec-
ond only to Robert Flaherty’s 
“nanook of the north” as the 
“most influential documen-
tary of all time,” and named 
Ken Burns and Robert Fla-
herty as the “most influential 
documentary makers” of all 
time.
“The Central Park Five” with Ken 
Burns and Raymond Santana

On Monday, Burns will 
discuss the 2012 documen-
tary “The Central Park Five.” 
In 1989, five black and Latino 
teenagers from Harlem were 
arrested and later convicted 
of raping a white woman in 
new York City’s Central Park. 
They spent between six and 
13 years in prison before a 
serial rapist confessed that 
he alone had committed the 
crime, leading to their convic-
tions being overturned. 
“The Civil War” with Ken Burns

“The Civil War” is a nine-
part series that explores the 
most important conflict in our 
nation’s history. What began 
as a bitter dispute over Union 
and states’ rights ended as a 
struggle over the meaning of 
freedom in America. At Get-
tysburg in 1863, Abraham Lin-
coln said perhaps more than 
he knew. The war was about 
a “new birth of freedom.” The 
Civil War is the highest rated 
and the most celebrated docu-
mentary in public television’s 
history. Burns will speak 
Tuesday specifically on the 
significance of events in 1864.
“Vietnam” with Ken Burns and 
Geoffrey C. Ward

“Vietnam” — to be re-
leased in 2016 — will explore 
the military, political, cul-
tural, social, and human di-
mensions of what has been 

called “the war of lost illu-
sions.” It will focus primarily 
on the human experience of 
the conflict, using eyewitness 
testimonies of so-called “or-
dinary” people, Americans 
as well as Vietnamese, whose 
lives were touched by the 
war. Parallel to the unfolding 
military narrative, the series 
will also tell the story of the 
millions of American citizens 
who became deeply opposed 
to it, taking to the streets in 
some of the largest protest 
demonstrations the nation 
has seen. On Wednesday, 
Burns will be joined by long-
time collaborator Geoffrey C. 
Ward, a historian, screenwrit-
er and former editor of Ameri-
can Heritage. His latest book is 
A Disposition to be Rich, a life 
of his great-grandfather, the 
celebrated 19th-century swin-
dler Ferdinand Ward. Ward 
has written or co-written 
more than 20 documentary 
films.
The Roosevelts: An Intimate History 
with Ken Burns and Geoffrey C. 
Ward

On Thursday and Friday, 
Burns and Ward will offer a 
preview of their newest film. 
“The Roosevelts,” to be re-
leased in the fall, will pres-
ent Theodore, Franklin and 
Eleanor Roosevelt as they 
have never been portrayed 
on-screen before, as the most 
prominent members of the 
most important family in our 
history. For 19 of the first 45 
years of the 20th century, a 
member of the Roosevelt clan 
occupied the White House. 
The partisan politics of their 
day were allowed to blur the 
fact that there were far more 
similarities than differences 
among them: all three shared 
the same conviction that great 
privilege carries with it great 
responsibility, the same be-
lief in the power of govern-
ment to do good, the same 
unbounding optimism about 
the American future. 
Afternoon Interfaith Lecture 
Series

America, land of opportu-
nity and freedom, has from 
the beginning exhibited a 
unique self-consciousness 
about itself and its place in the 
world. Is that changing in our 
time? Are Americans’ core 
values shifting as technology 
and globalization transform 
our relationships, our institu-
tions, and the very meaning 
of community? In this week 
Chautauqua welcomes back 
Krista Tippett, host of pub-
lic radio’s “On Being” and 
creator of The Civil Conver-
sations Project. With wise 
guests and citizens, she will 

explore our noblest intentions 
and the human side of our na-
tional identity. 

Monday lecturer Roberto 
Mangabeira Unger is a Bra-
zilian philosopher, social 
theorist, and politician. Hav-
ing recently served as Brazil’s 
Minister of Strategic Affairs, 
he is currently a professor of 
law at Harvard Law school. 
He is widely regarded as one 
of the world’s leading social 
theorists, having developed 
his views across many fields, 
including social, political, le-
gal and economic theory.  

Imani Perry, speaking 
Tuesday, is a professor in the 
Center for African American 
studies at Princeton Univer-
sity. she is the author of two 
books, More Beautiful and More 
Terrible: The Embrace and Tran-
scendence of Racial Inequality in 
the United States and Prophets 
of The Hood: Politics and Poet-
ics in Hip Hop, and numerous 
scholarly and popular articles 
and book reviews. 

Richard Rodriguez, the 
lecturer on Wednesday, is 
best known to many Ameri-
cans as a journalist in print 
and on television. His essays 
appeared, over many years, in 
the sunday edition of The Los 
Angeles Times. He was also, for 
nearly two decades, an essay-
ist on the “PBs newsHour,” 
commenting in his singular, 
eccentric voice on the great 
public issues of our time. 

Thursday lecturer Michel 
Martin was the host of nPR’s 
“Tell Me More,” which ended 
its run on Aug. 1. Martin, who 
came to NPR in January 2006 
to develop the program, has 
spent more than 25 years as a 
journalist — first in print with 
major newspapers and then 
in television. While working 
on the development of “Tell 
Me More,” Martin has also 

served as contributor and 
substitute host for nPR news 
magazines and talk shows, 
including “Talk of the na-
tion” and “news & notes.”

Nathan Schneider, Fri-
day’s speaker, writes about 
religion and resistance for 
publications including Harp-
er’s, The Nation, The Chronicle 
of Higher Education, Al Jazeera 
and the New York Times. He is 
the author of two books: God 
in Proof: The Story of a Search 
from the Ancients to the Internet 
and Thank You, Anarchy: Notes 
from the Occupy Apocalypse.
Evening Arts Performances

Setting off lectures and 
discussions, Chautauqua In-
stitution present a variety of 
arts programming to please 
all ages. Chautauqua Theater 
Company debuts The Tempest 
at 8 p.m. on Friday in Bratton 
Theater. The show is the com-
pany’s last of the season and 
runs through Aug. 15.

The Capitol steps entertain 
at 8:15 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Amphitheater. The troupe 
began as a group of senate 
staffers who set out in 1981 to 
satirize the very people and 
places that employed them. 

The Chautauqua sympho-
ny Orchestra performs with 
Chautauqua Opera Compa-
ny’s Young Artists for their 
annual Pops concert at 8:15 
p.m. saturday, in the Amphi-
theater. The CsO follows with 
a performance on Thursday, 
led by guest conductor Bruce 
Hangen, a candidate for the 
orchestra’s open music direc-
tor position.

To cap the week, 14-year-
old sensation Jackie Evancho, 
who releases her new album 
“Awakening” in september, 
will delight audiences at 8:15 
p.m. Friday in the Amphithe-
ater.

Documentary filmmaker Burns, public radio’s 
Tippett to host programs all of Week Seven

WEEK
SEVEN
A Week with Ken 
Burns: Historian, 
Documentarian and 
American Conscience

A shop dedicated to the 
principles of fair trade:

Open from 9 to 5 daily during the Chautauqua Season

• Creating Opportunities for Economically Disadvantaged 
Producers

• Transparency and Accountability
• Payment of a Fair Price
• Ensuring no Child Labor and Forced Labor
• Commitment to Non-Discrimination, Gender Equity and 

Freedom of Association
• Ensuring Good Working Conditions
• Respect for the Environment

Located down the steps on the west side of the 
Colonnade at the corner of Ames and Pratt

We carry a wonderful selection of beautiful and useful 
products from companies such as Ten Thousand 
Villages and Minga Fair Trade. Come relax in our shop 
and browse our offerings from all over the world. 
We carry sculptures, baskets, scarves, soaps, musical 
instruments, wall hangings and so much more.
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in memoriam

Milestones

D. Bruce Conner

D. Bruce conner, 88, of 
Lower Allen township, 
Pennsylvania, died Sunday, 
July 27, 2014, at messiah Life-
ways, upper Allen township.

Born on Aug. 17, 1925, he 
was the son of the late Ar-
thur W. and iva (Bell) conner. 
Bruce retired in 1986 as the 
executive director of the cap-
ital Area intermediate unit, 
a post that capped a long ca-
reer in public education.

He taught in the former 
new cumberland schools 
and served as a principal 
and superintendent with 
the newport School District 
and as superintendent of the 
Cumberland County Office 
of Schools (1962 to 1971). He 
came out of retirement to 

serve, briefly, as interim su-
perintendent of Susquehanna 
twp. School District.

Bruce graduated from 
new cumberland High 
School in 1943, and follow-
ing service in the u.S. navy 
as a sonar man aboard a de-
stroyer escort in World War 
ii, he graduated from Frank-
lin and marshall college. He 
received his master’s degree 
from temple university.

He was a supporter of 
liberal causes and a mem-
ber of Harrisburg unitarian 
church. He was a founding 
board member of WitF-tV.

Bruce is survived by his 
wife, Beverly Fowler-conner, 
and by his first wife, Emma-
lyn Jean cunningham con-
ner of camp Hill. He was 

preceded in death by his sec-
ond wife, carol Jean olsen 
conner.

Bruce and his second wife 
carol and current wife Bev-
erly were longtime summer 
residents and supporters of 
chautauqua institution.

He also is survived by a 
nephew, Roger conner of 
chevy chase, maryland, 
Deborah olewiler of york; 
stepchildren Steven olsen 
and Linda olsen Black, by 
his second wife; and Wade 
Fowler, Alyce Fowler mcKen-
zie, Robert H. Fowler Jr. and 
Susanna Fowler Weil, by his 
third wife.

A memorial service will be 
held at the convenience of the 
family at Bethany Village in 
Lower Allen township.

Dear eDitor:
William Bates makes some thoughtful 

points in his recent letter. Here is my reply.
 Like mr. Bates, i have been coming to 

chautauqua for almost 40 years. During that 
time, there have been many changes    — most 
have been positive. one thing that hasn’t 
changed is that virtually everyone who 
comes here wants to be exposed to the ideas 
and opinions of interesting, provocative and 
sometimes even controversial speakers. All of 
whom, i suspect, are seasoned professionals 
who know how to deal with an audience that 
“pushes back.” 

 mr. Bates cites only three isolated cases of 
uncivil behavior in 40 years — hardly a “tip-
ping point.” courtesy should not be equated 
with obsequiousness. the audience should 
have the same rights as the speaker(s) to ex-
press their ideas and opinions. this can, and 
should be, done in a civil manner. civility, 
however, is not necessarily the same as re-
spect. in my view, the audience should have 
the right, and indeed the duty, to challenge 
ideas and opinions with which they dis-
agree. that’s the essence of free speech in a 
democracy. 

 in sum, Vincent and miller didn’t expect 
chautauqua to be utopia. Just a place where 
good people could sometimes disagree 
without being disagreeable, just as i respect-
fully disagree with mr. Bates. 

 Shel Seligsohn
4 Vincent

Dear eDitor:
molly Smith metzler’s The May Queen was 

both laugh-out-loud funny and gut-wrench-
ing. this piece underscores the power of un-
leashed bullying in schools. 

i cried all the way back to my hotel.
Lisa Brown

The Gleason

CorrespondenCe from our readers

Letters to the Editor

Dear eDitor:
Exploration of a topic at chautauqua is 

expected “to engage with chautauqua au-
diences on matters that shape our world.” i 
was therefore disappointed that the week on 
the American West ignored the effects of the 
Western movement of the frontier from the 
Southern states. the expansion of the South 
to the West was accompanied by the spread 
of slavery and the plantation system. the new 
lands occupied during westward movement 
of the southern frontier, including Louisiana 
and texas, created a huge demand for slaves, 
and provided a new market for slaves born 
in the Eastern part of the South. the spread 
of slavery into the West was a major cause for 
the political differences between the North-
ern and Southern states.

Accompanying the increased economic 
value of slaves, there was an increased dif-
ference in the religion between slavehold-
ing and free states, pointed out by one of the 
speakers. Many justified slavery on the basis 
of Biblical references while others, including 
Quakers and representatives from the Sec-
ond Great Awakening in new york, believed 
that one way to improve the world was to 
abolish slavery. 

the divergence between the northern 
and Southern states in response to westward 
advancement of the frontier was a main fac-
tor in the outbreak of the civil War. Some of 
the religious, philosophical and economic 
differences between North and South that 
continue to this day may have their origins 
in the different experience of the frontier in 
the north and South. Questions concern-
ing these issues and their effects on current 
sectional political divisions are among those 
that one might have expected to be explored 
at chautauqua rather than the importance of 
Silicon Valley and water problems.

Richard Lymn

Dear eDitor:
For those of you who heard the Scientol-

ogy speaker July 25 in the Hall of Philosophy, 
she referred to many countries in the world 
in which Scientology has a presence. Howev-
er, France was omitted. they are banned from 
there because in 2009 or 2010 this country 
charged them in civil court, with operating 
as a commercial enterprise. Scientology was 
found guilty by France of fraud. 

i have lived in clearwater, Florida, for 50 
years. this city is now the world headquar-
ters for Scientology. i remember when they 
first came to town about 30 years ago and 
started buying hotels, motels, apartment 
buildings, etc. Because they claim to be a 
religion, they pay no property taxes. Scien-
tology has continued to buy more and more 
property in and around the city and neigh-
boring communities. in my opinion, this cult 
is a cancer on the city. 

Pat Garland 
19 Palestine 

Dear eDitor:
i do not think the intellectual focus of 

chautauqua was served well in Week Five 
by having proponents present an overview of 
their traditions in the interfaith Lecture Se-
ries. it would have been far better to have had 
an academic who was an objective expert on 
American history present a historical view of 
mormonism and Scientology. 

The Rev. John Buerk
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Let’s visit WestfieLd!
10.6 miles from  Chautauqua institution

Cortney LinneCke
Staff Writer

A group of about 60 rain-
chilled people huddled, 
packed like sardines, onto 
wooden benches in the damp 
corners of Hultquist Center 
porch Wednesday morning 
for the Chautauqua Institu-
tion Board of Trustees porch 
discussion.

“Raise your hand if you’ve 
been coming to Chautauqua 
year after year,” John Milos, 
a Chautauqua trustee, said 
to the standing-room-only 
crowd.

An overwhelming major-
ity raised their hands, imme-
diately confirming that they 
were the right group to ad-
dress that morning’s theme: 
“Attracting and Retaining 
Chautauquans.”

Milos was accompanied 
by several other speakers as 
they attempted to navigate 
the elusive topic of what de-
fines Chautauqua and how to 
entice guests who have never 
experienced it firsthand.

Vanessa Weinert, market-
ing manager of Chautauqua 
Institution, who was the 
first to present, outlined two 
key marketing initiatives 
that she’s been working to 
implement in Chautauqua. 
First was the Visitors Cen-
ter on Bestor Plaza. Last 
year, the center served ap-
proximately 8,900 visitors 
— more than 65 percent of 
whom were first-time guests 
to the Institution. This year, 
Weinert anticipates welcom-
ing between 10,000 to 12,000 
guests to the center, where 
they can view archival dis-
plays, plan their stays and 
book accommodations for 

the next season.
“The main goal of that 

space is to demystify Chau-
tauqua for new visitors,” 
Weinert said. “It provides a 
space for them to feel com-
fortable and ask questions.”

The second initiative 
Weinert presented was the 
Chautauqua Advocate pro-
gram, a group that urges 
Chautauquans to keep the 
community alive in the off-
season and to encourage 
newcomers to visit Chautau-
qua. Weinert said the pro-
gram currently has about 50 
advocates working to raise 
awareness of the Institution.

“It empowers Chautau-
quans to talk about their 
experiences in a way that 
encourages people to come 
to the Institution,” she said. 

“And it gives people the re-
sources they need to talk 
about it.” 

Next up was Karen Wil-
liams, who is currently three 
months into the newly creat-
ed position of customer expe-
rience manager. She briefed 
the audience on where she’s 
been focusing her energy in 
Chautauqua thus far, citing 
her involvement in a selec-
tive hiring and training pro-
cess for Chautauqua employ-
ees and an effort to get to 
know Chautauquans more 
personally.

“We need to align cus-
tomer expectation and cus-
tomer experience,” said Jim 
Pardo, president of the board 
of trustees. “Those things 
need to align, and right now 
they just aren’t.”

With introductions out 
of the way, the board then 
opened up the floor for ques-
tions.

“The number of people 
who come for a whole season 
is decreasing, and the num-
ber of people who come for 
just a week is increasing,” 
said one Chautauquan, Herb 
Keyser. “It doesn’t take a 
rocket scientist to think there 
must be something wrong 
with programming. Certain 
topics are attracting few peo-
ple, and some are attracting 
a lot. Maybe we should be 
looking more closely at what 
we choose in order to bring 
people in.”

Pardo acknowledged Key-
ser’s point, agreeing that 
there are some weeks — like 
Week One — which excel, 

and others — like Week 
Six — that fall a little flat-
ter in terms of volume. It is 
not financially sustainable, 
however, to have big names 
like Roger Rosenblatt or Ken 
Burns every week, Pardo 
said.

“Yes, there are weeks that 
are a little less marketing 
sexy, if you will,” he said. 
“But our job as the board is 
still to drive programming 
that will attract people.”

Milos added that it wasn’t 
quite fair to claim that, just 
because one week was less 
popular than another, meant 
that it was less interesting, 
inspiring or intellectually 
stimulating.

“No week is really a bad 
week at Chautauqua,” he 
said. “Our biggest challenge 
is getting people to under-
stand that, no matter when 
you come to Chautauqua, 
you’re going to have a great 
experience.”

Another audience mem-
ber, John Burke, claimed that 
his greatest obstacle in vis-
iting Chautauqua this year 
was the difficulty in finding 
and making accommoda-
tions. So great was this chal-
lenge that he said he nearly 
didn’t bother visiting Chau-
tauqua at all.

“I know it’s like herding 
cats with all the different 
property owners, but you 
need to have a place [for ac-
commodations] where peo-
ple can go online,” he said.

Pardo said it is difficult 
to centralize Chautauqua’s 
accommodations because 
the Institution  has no way 
of forcing private property 
owners to join one unified 
site online.

Several other Chautau-
quans mentioned parking 
issues, which they foresee 
only increasing if the num-
ber of visitors to Chautau-
qua’s grounds indeed rises.

“Parking is historically 
screwed up, but it is certain-
ly part of the customer expe-
rience,” Pardo said.

He explained that prob-
lems with parking create a 
sort of catch-22 situation for 
the board: everyone wants 
less traffic in Chautauqua’s 
pedestrian community, yet 
everyone wants to park on or 
close to the grounds. He said 
that the board has frozen the 
parking system as it current-
ly exists, until they can un-
dergo a transportation study 
that will effectively organize 
traffic.

“It’s on our to-do list, but 
being candid with you, it’s 
not at the top of our list,” 
Pardo said.

The meeting closed on a 
remark by community mem-
ber Al Wood.

“I can’t believe you didn’t 
exploit The New York Times’ 
article about Chautauqua,” 
he said. “That was $1.5 mil-
lion in free advertising right 
there.” 

Wood’s comment was met 
with a round of applause 
from those in attendance.

Weinert clarified that the 
article was mentioned in 
an e-newsletter, which was 
sent out to more than 40,000 
Chautauquans. Wood, how-
ever, felt that more could 
have been done.

The next board of trustees 
porch discussion will be next 
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. with 
a theme of “Chautauqua’s Fi-
nancial Planning.”

Williams, Weinert discuss attracting, retaining Chautauquans

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

Karen Williams, customer experience manager, speaks Wednesday at the Hultquist Center during the 
trustees Porch discussion. she explained her role at the institution, as well as how an eight-year plan 
for development will change how new guests experience Chautauqua.

N E W S
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Upcoming events

EntErtainmEnt in thE 
Park SummEr ConCErt 
SEriES, Lakeside Park, Route 
394, Mayville, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m., Thursday evenings, free 
concerts  — if rain at Carlson 
Community Center at Lakeside 
Park, Mayville, 716-753-3113, 
email to dmarsala@chautauqua-
chamber.org or web site: www.
mayvillechautauqua.org for in-
formation.  Bring your own seat-
ing for outside performances.  
Below is the schedule of the 
2013 summer concerts: 

auGuSt 7: The James Earle 
Band

August 3:  New York State Safe 
Boating Class, 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m., held at Chautauqua Mari-
na, 104 W. Lake Road, Mayville, 
716-753-0409, 716-753-3913, 
email boatsafety@aol.com, or 
go to the web site: www.chau-
tauquamarina.com for more in-
formation

April 1 – Nov. 1 (Tuesday – Sun-
day): Aviation Museum, Classic 
Airport, Restaurant, Mayville 
(Hartfield area), serving great 
food in the summer on week-
ends.  See antique airplanes, 
engines, propellers and memo-
rabilia, gift shops, vintage model 
airplanes, engines and more.  
Glider and Airplane rides, flight 
instruction. Tours available.  For 
more information call 716-753-
2160.

Every Saturday and Sunday 
during the summer (beginning 
late May - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.): Flea 
Market, Dart Airport, Mayville 
(Hartfield area), outdoor flea 
market.  For more information 
call 716-753-2160.

Lakeside Park, Route 394, 
Mayville: A beautiful park lo-
cated on the shores of Chautau-
qua Lake.  Enjoy swimming dur-
ing the summer (lifeguards on 
duty), tennis courts, playground 
area, new community center/
bathhouse, basketball court, 
infield area, picnic areas, boat 

launch, gazebo and pavilion on 
site.  Located next to the Chau-
tauqua Belle docking area.  For 
more information on the park 
facilities or to rent the new com-
munity center for an occasion, 
call the Village of Mayville Of-
fice at 716-753-2125.

Chautauqua Township His-
torical Museum, Route 394, 
Mayville (15 Water Street):  
Memorial Day through Labor 
Day Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day from 1 – 5 p.m. (*subject to 
change).  Located in the old train 
depot building next to Lakeside 
Park and the Chautauqua Belle, 
featuring interesting historical 
memorabilia on the area. Call 
Town of Chautauqua at 716-753-
7342 for more information or 
716-753-3113.

Chautauqua Rails to Trails:  
Trails in the area feature hiking, 
walking, bicycling, bird watch-
ing, horseback riding, and cross-
country skiing.  Recreational 
trails for all to enjoy, P.O. Box 
151, Mayville 14757-0151.  For 

more information on the trails 
and trail rules, call 716-269-3666.

Webb’s Miniature Golf, locat-
ed on Route 394 in Mayvill at 
Webb’s Year-Round Resort (115 
West Lake Road): Open June – 
Sept. seven days a week – 10 a.m. 
– 11 p.m. – for information call 
716-753-1348.

The Chautauqua Belle: Steam-
ship Cruises aboard this 98-foot-
long steam-powered paddle 
boat, one of only six 100 percent 
high-pressure steam powered 
public vessels operating in all of 
North America, docked at Lake-
side Park, Route 394, Mayville, 
716-269-2355 or www.269belle.
com (for cruise months, times 
and pricing).

Mayville

Great Gift Shops•Restaurants •Boating 
•Candy Shoppe •Shopping •FREE Shuttle

“The Best Kept Secret on Chautauqua Lake”

Mayville /Chautauqua Chamber of Commerce 2014 Events

PA ID  ADVERT I S EMENT
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L E C T U R E

ALLISON LEVITSKY
Staff Writer

Paulo Sotero, director of 
the Brazil Institute of the 
Woodrow Wilson Interna-
tional Center for Scholars, 
is 64 years old. His genera-
tion grew up under Brazil’s 
military dictatorship. But 
over the last three decades, 
Sotero’s generation has seen 
its country build what he 
called a “vibrant democ-
racy,” a history that he out-
lined in his morning lecture, 
“Will Brazil Rise?” at 10:45 
a.m. Friday in the Amphithe-
ater. 

Sotero was 14 in 1964 — at 
the height of the Cold War — 
when the military took pow-
er with the support of the 
United States. When Sotero 
was starting college and his 
career as a journalist in 1968, 
the military imposed a “state 
of emergency” and censored 
the press for 10 years. 

The U.S. government’s 
support for the Brazilian 
dictatorship, involvement in 
the Vietnam War, and its his-
tory of intervention in Latin 
America, which culminated 
in the 1973 Chilean coup 
against President Salvador 
Allende, informed Sotero’s 
generation’s negative per-
ceptions of America, he said. 

At the same time, Sotero’s 
generation grew up admir-
ing the U.S. for its capacity 
for democracy and defense 
of human rights. He and his 
peers watched the civil rights 
movement, anti-war dem-
onstrations in the 1960s and 
1970s, the process that led to 
President Richard Nixon’s 
resignation, and President 
Jimmy Carter’s defense of 
human rights and civil liber-
ties in Latin America. These 
democratic ideals, Sotero 
said, “made quite an impres-
sion on us.” 

That impression has col-
ored Brazil’s development 
and relationship with the 
U.S.

“Brazil is a country that 
has quite a history,” he said. 

Paraphrasing Luigi R. 
Einaudi, a former U.S. am-
bassador to the Organization 
of American States, Sotero 
continued, “Americans tend 
to miss Brazil because they 
tend to read Brazil in the Lat-
in American key. And when 
you do that, you start not un-

derstanding Brazil.”
Brazil is part of Latin 

America, he said, but Latin 
America does not define Bra-
zil, which is the only former 
colony of a European empire 
that once was the center of 
that empire. 

Projecting a translation 
of part of Brazil’s national 
anthem, Sotero empha-
sized Brazil’s longstanding 
identification with its im-
pressive size as he read the 
lines, “Strong, an intrepid 
colossus, a giant by nature, 
you are beautiful. And your 
future will match this gran-
deur.”

On Nov. 15, 1889, Brazil 
became the largest repub-
lic on Earth — territorially 
speaking, Sotero said. He 
flipped to an image of the 
country’s first flag, whose 13 
horizontal stripes and white 
stars in a field of blue were 
inspired by the U.S. flag.

“We were looking some-
where in the world for inspi-
ration, right?” Sotero said. 

Four days later, Brazil ad-
opted a new flag, more close-
ly resembling its flag today.

In 1908, Brazil’s first full 
ambassador to the U.S., Joa-
quim Nabuco, wrote, “Brazil 
has always been conscious 
of its size and has been gov-
erned by a prophetic senti-
ment with regard to its fu-
ture.” 

At that time, Brazil had 
only been independent for 
less than a century. 

“You have to be really a vi-
sionary to write this in 1908, 
because Brazil was then a big 
farm,” Sotero said.

Indeed, Brazil did not 
begin to industrialize until 
1930, “about 200 years late,” 
Sotero said. That year, there 
was one paved highway in 
Brazil, and only one more 
would be built by 1940. The 
University of São Paulo did 
not become Brazil’s first uni-
versity until 1932. 

Eighty percent of the pop-
ulation in 1930 lived in rural 
areas, Sotero said, a figure 
that had flipped by 1980 to 
favor urban centers.

“Imagine the transforma-
tion,” he said.

Under the military dicta-
torship of Getúlio Dornelles 
Vargas from 1930 to 1945, 
Brazil sided with the Allied 
Forces in World War II in 

order to gain credence with 
the U.S. that, Vargas hoped, 
would later help Brazil in-
dustrialize. 

After the war, Brazil found 
it “impossible” to keep a dic-
tatorship after fighting for 
freedom in Europe, Sotero 
said. 

“This contact with democ-
racy was very good for Bra-
zil, and left some important 
roots,” Sotero said.

After a brutal 21-year dic-
tatorship following a post-
war military coup, Brazil be-
came a democracy complete 
with a series of presidents 
who, Sotero said, “entered 
politics for reasons of prin-
ciple.” During this period, 
Brazil has been a very ac-
tive member of the United 
Nations, he went on, citing 
Brazil’s role as a founding 
member of every UN agency. 

Today’s Brazilian econ-
omy, in which the state 
plays an important role, 
has reached a “point of ex-
haustion” as a result of an 
economic model built on 
consumption by a growing 
middle class in Brazil as well 
as other BRICS countries 
such as China and India. 
Sotero said that Brazil “for-
got” to continue structural 
reforms, and it is now stuck. 
The economy is projected to 
grow at just 1 percent this 
year, with inflation at 7 per-
cent, higher than the coun-
try’s targeted 4.5 percent.  

This “7 to 1” figure has 
been adopted by President 
Dilma Rousseff’s opposition 
as a reference to Brazil’s 2014 
FIFA World Cup loss to Ger-
many, Sotero said.

“I hope that, before we 
win the World Cup of soc-

cer for the sixth time, we get 
a couple of Nobel prizes on 
something,” he said. “Or we 
can put, maybe, five of our 
universities among the 200 
best in the world. I think 
… it’s time for us to choose 
other metrics, you know, to 
measure our progress.”

Despite the fact that Brazil 
is the seventh-largest econ-
omy in the world, it is only 
the 25th-largest exporting 
nation. 

“That’s not good,” Sotero 
said.

Brazil only accounts for 
1.5 percent of global trade, 
and would benefit from more 
trade agreements, he added. 
The country is ranked No. 56 
out of 148 in the World Eco-
nomic Forum’s Global Com-
petitiveness Report.

Brazil’s relationships to 
other countries have room 

for improvement as well. 
Some Brazilian diplomats, 

Sotero said, have branded 
Brazil’s relationship with 
China a “new colonial re-
lationship” because Brazil 
exports primary products 
to China and imports its fin-
ished products. 

After making strides in 
forging a better relationship 
with the U.S. in recent years, 
Rousseff canceled her Octo-
ber 2013 state visit in light of 
the revelation that the Na-
tional Security Agency had 
tapped her phone and spied 
on Brazilian companies. For 
the same reason, Brazil can-
celed its $4.5 billion jet fight-
er purchase from Boeing, 
and instead purchased them 
from Sweden. Brazil’s gov-
ernment also canceled its $2 
billion Internet service with 
Microsoft.

But Brazil’s relationship 
to the U.S. may still improve, 
Sotero said. 

Vice President Joe Biden 
visited Brazil in June, and 
more than 25 percent of Bra-
zilian university students in 
a foreign education program, 
launched by Rousseff, study 
in the U.S. 

Stressing Brazil’s need 
to continue learning from 
other world powers, Sotero 
expressed hope in the face of 
the country’s challenges in 
growing its economy. 

“I think we have a com-
plex of bigness in Brazil,” 
he said. “But the challenge 
in Brazil is to become great. 
From big to great.”

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

Paulo Sotero, director of the Wilson Center’s Brazil Institute, discusses the uniqueness of Brazil’s history 
in comparison to other Latin American countries at the morning lecture Friday in the Amphitheater. 

SOTERO: FROM BIG TO GREAT, BRAZIL IS ON THE RISE

The Q-and-A is posted with 
this story at chqdaily.com.



ZACHARY LLOYD
Staff Writer

In the fight against the 
degradation of Chautauqua 
Lake’s waters, lakeshore gar-
dens are the final defenders 
against the onslaught of nu-
trient-filled storm runoff.

“Buffer zones are the last 
line of defense, not the line of 
defense,” said Doug Conroe, 
Chautauqua Institution’s di-
rector of operations. “They’re 
a necessary solution as part 
of a whole of efforts that help 
solve the lake’s problems.”

A riparian buffer zone is 
an area of natural vegeta-
tion along the shoreline of a 
water body that filters excess 
nutrients from storm runoff, 
stabilizes the bank against 
erosion, and provides a habi-
tat for native species.

“When we can improve 
insect life by giving them 
a habitat, we improve the 
aquatic life that lives off 
them,” Conroe said. “That 
helps the fish, which all 
work to help the lake.”

Chautauqua Lake is fac-
ing a serious problem that 
has the potential to radi-
cally change its biological 
structure and levels of pro-
ductivity. Storm and snow-
melt runoff in the water-
shed carries nutrients like 
phosphorous and nitrogen 
into the lake’s water body, 
where they encourage the 
unchecked growth of vege-
tation and toxic algae, a pro-
cess called eutrophication. 
These algal blooms can infest 
entire lakes and suffocate or 
outcompete local plant and 
fish populations, ultimately 
causing the lake to die.

Water runoff management 

is the largest concern for the 
Institution and larger lake 
community when it comes 
to issues affecting the lake’s 
health, Conroe said, and buf-
fer zones are a very impor-
tant tool to use in the fight 
against water degradation.

They’re also a very easy 
tool to implement.

The way a riparian buffer 
works is by using the root 
systems of native shrubs, 
trees and to dig into the soil 
of the bank and act as stabi-
lizing filters, lessening the 
amount of phosphates, ni-
trates and eroded sediment 

that is swept into the lake. 
Any property owner with 
a lakefront lawn can help 
protect Chautauqua Lake’s 
health by planting a garden 
in between their yard and 
the water’s edge.

According to a 1996 pub-
lication from the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, native plantings 
have denser, deeper root 
systems that can filter up to 
95 percent of sediment and 
60 percent of nutrients from 
the runoff passing through 
it. Conventional grass lawns 
lack this depth of root struc-
ture needed to sift out the 
nitrogen and phosphorous. 
However, many property 
owners prefer this type of 
lawn because of the uninter-
rupted views of the lake it 
provides.

“What most people don’t 
realize is that plantings and 
trees can actually increase 
the property value of a 
house, as well as the view,” 
Conroe said.

According to an Oct. 10, 
2013 article in The Wall Street 
Journal by Sanette Tanaka, a 
study by a Landscape and 
Planning commission in 
Portland, Oregon, found 
that homes with trees on the 
street in front of the house 
sold for over $7,000 more 
than those without.

Likewise, in 2006, The 
Washington Post published an 
article by Joel M. Lerner, in 
which real estate appraisers 
said that landscape design 
is one of the main reasons 
homes sell, and plantings 
can increase property value 
by 15 percent. 

“Plants are a valuable ad-
dition to a home, especially 
trees,” Lerner wrote. “They 
increase in value as they ma-
ture.”

Despite findings like 
these, Conroe says a change 
in mindset is needed for 
many Chautauquan home-
owners to get used to the 
idea of plants entering the 
frame of their beloved views. 
This is where buffer zone 
advocates in the community 
come into play.

“We need neighbors to 
help neighbors,” Conroe 
said. “We have a lot of peo-
ple on the grounds who are 
in favor of natural zones, and 
we need them to help spread 
the word to everyone else. 
Media coverage, scientific 
reports, collaborative efforts; 
all of these things need to 
work together.”

Conroe said that buf-
fer zones may require some 
weeding, mulching or wa-
tering, but the maintenance 
required is no more inten-

sive than maintaining any 
other flower garden. When 
it comes to what types of 
plants are appropriate to 
use, anyone interested can 
take a look at the signs post-
ed around the Institution’s 
lakeshore gardens that list 
the species and varieties of 
plantings present.

Green infrastructure is 
favorable to increased indus-
trial efforts, and buffer zones 
are no exception. When the 
choices are either planting 
a garden or pouring more 
money into the Chautauqua 
storm sewers, Conroe thinks 
the former seems like the ob-
vious choice.

“Managing these shore 
gardens does increase our 
garden department’s work-
load quite a bit, because it 
is a large amount of space,” 
Conroe said. “But at the end 
of the day, that cost is less 
than the cost of installing 
and maintaining more storm 
sewers around the grounds.”
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Natural shoreline helps Chautauqua Lake health

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

Areas of natural vegetation along the shoreline of Chautauqua Lake act as buffer zones, protecting the biological structure of the lake by filtering excess nutrients from 
storm runoff. The buffer zones also help stabilize the bank against erosion.
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AIR BAND
TAKES FLIGHT IN 

THE AMP

(Clockwise from top) 1: Susie Anderson and the Group 4 Girls perform Martha & The Vandellas’ 
“Dancing in the Street” to the theme of “#throwbackthursday.” 2: Ol’ Blue Eyes, Frank Sinatra, made 
an appearance sporting his favorite color for an impeccable performance of “Fly Me to the Moon” for 
the Group 3 Boys’ “Out of This World” act. Marshall Howe made the audience swoon during his solo 
show. The boys also presented Eiffel 65’s “Blue (Da Ba Dee)” as part of their performance. 3: Christina 
Minnigh let it all out during her rendition of Frozen’s “Let it Go” during the Group 3 Girls’ “3G Says …
Relax.” Everyone in the audience was frozen in awe from the girls’ energy but quickly came back to 
life for a standing ovation. 4: Hannah Weintraub let out a “Roar,” bringing the Katy Perry song to life for 
the Group 2 Girls’ “2G Goes to the Zoo.” These Clubbers dressed the part with feathers and beaks, 
penguin suits, and crocodile hoodies. Together they pulled off a howl of a performance. 5: Bella Rosa 
channeled the king of rock ‘n’ roll, Elvis Presley, during a boisterous rendition of “Jailhouse Rock” as 
part of Group 4 Girls’ “#throwbackthursday” performance. Her greased hair and sequined suit could 
have easily won the girls’ “Best Costumes,” but an outstanding version of “Dancing in the Street” 
from Susie Anderson and all the background dancers earned the Group 4 Girls’ “Best Choreography.”  
6: Matthew Davis gave Leiden Brueschke a shock during their rendition of Henry Hill’s “Here Comes 
the Boogeyman.” The Group 4 Boys wore masks and other ghoulish get-ups for their “Monsters After 
Dark” act. Bill Murray, Dan Akroyd and Rick Moranis made an appearance for “Ghostbusters,” too.

The Amphitheater’s main stage, the central hub of Chautauqua entertainment, has 
served as a platform for lectures and performances all summer long. On Thursday, 
the Chautauquans from Boys’ and Girls’ Club claimed that stage.

Brandishing outlandish costumes and even kookier choreography, the Clubbers played 
to a full house of trigger-happy parents who brandished iPads and digital cameras.

The flash photography paled in comparison to the star-studded cast, though, as 
the Amp filled with sounds and shouts of multiple generations.

Air Band had come.



Quinn Kelley
Staff Writer

Several decades ago, a 
group of monks shared a 
vision of a place where all 
people were welcome to re-
flect, meditate and pray.

That ecumenical monas-
tic order, the Taizé Com-
munity, gained popularity, 
and Chautauqua organist 
Jared Jacobsen will bring a 
program to the Institution 
inspired by it. The Sacred 
Song Service at 8 p.m. Sun-
day in the Amphitheater is 
titled “‘Wait for the Lord’: 
Taizé Prayer Around the 
Cross.”

The community pro-
vides a sense of gather-
ing with a giant tent, in a 
facility in France remark-
ably similar to the Amp, 
Jacobsen said, although it 
is enclosed. It is lit almost 
exclusively by candlelight 
and emphasizes peace and 
experiencing the present 
moment.

“There is a hunger for 
quiet moments of medita-
tion as the world gets cra-
zier and crazier,” Jacobsen 
said. “Taizé is a good way 
to do this. But it requires 
you letting go to be part of 
it. In that sense, it’s a risk to 
do this at Chautauqua.”

Jacobsen brought the 
Taizé service to the Institu-
tion two years ago in an at-
tempt to create an island of 
calm in the midst of frenzy. 
Although it was initially 
hard for Chautauquans to 
give up Jacobsen’s typically 
detailed pamphlets and 
concentrate on the experi-
ence, they eventually came 
around.

“The last thing people 
thought they wanted to do 
was just sit and think on 
Sunday night. And that’s 
exactly what I made people 
do,” he said. “They began 
to let go and let the music 
just seep into them.”

Jacobsen and presider 
Ray Defendorf will have an 

outline of the service, but 
they will encourage choir 
members stationed around 
the audience to join in by 
playing instruments when-
ever they see fit. Jacobsen 
hopes something in the 
service will resonate with 
something going on inside 
the audience and choir 
members.

“It’s going to be experi-
ential. It’s not going to be 
driven by a work product 
of having a complicated 
leaflet in your hand … it’s 
going to be the antithesis 
of that,” he said. “In that 
sense, it’s very much in 
keeping with what Sunday 
nights at Chautauqua were 
like 140 years ago, before 
electric lights and before all 
of the distractions of life.”

With increasingly busy 
schedules, Jacobsen has 
seen a rise in popularity of 
contemplative prayer forms 
of all kinds. It is hard for 
people to just “come and 
be,” which he hopes to ac-
complish with the service. 
And it’s OK if people don’t 
like it — even recognizing 
that fact raises interesting 
questions.

“People need contempla-
tion now. They might think 
they don’t, but I think peo-
ple really do need it to be 
balanced,” Jacobsen said. 
“Sometimes it’s OK to just 
watch it go by.”

There is a hunger 
for quiet moments 
of meditation as the 
world gets crazier 
and crazier. Taizé is a 
good way to do this.”

—JARED JACOBSEN
organist, 

Chautauqua Institution

Zainab Kandeh
Staff Writer

Smith Wilkes Hall came 
alive on Tuesday evening as 
the sun began to set. 

From traditional dances 
to a freestyle of bobbing 
shoulders and shuffling feet, 
smiles and laughter filled 
the air as new friendships 
bloomed and Chautauqua 
celebrated Eid al-Fitr, or Eid, 
a feast that heralds the end of 
the month-long fast and re-
flection period of Ramadan. 

For the more than 1.6 bil-
lion Muslims around the 
world, this past Monday 
marked the first day of fes-
tivities that, in some coun-
tries, last up to three days. 

After 30 days of abstain-
ing from food and water 
from sunrise to sunset, Eid 
is a celebration enjoyed with 
friends, family and com-
munity. Following the lunar 
calendar, some Muslims at 
Chautauqua Institution be-
gan Eid on Tuesday, under 
the guidance of the Abra-
hamic Program for Young 
Adults Muslim coordinator, 
Amber Muhammad.

Since Muhammad was a 
little girl, Eid has been her 
favorite holiday. 

“For me, Ramadan is not 
Ramadan until Eid,” Mu-
hammad said. “It’s a time for 
everyone to get together, and 
it’s a time for celebration. It’s 
such a festive moment, and 
it’s a time where, no matter 
what is happening in the 
world, people still want to be 
happy.”  

At home in Texas, Mu-
hammad and her best friend 
had a tradition — one that 
dates back to second grade 
— of staying up and draw-
ing intricate henna patterns 
their hands. 

More than 1,000 miles 
away from her family, Mu-
hammad said that introduc-
ing her religion to others and 
receiving their positive reac-
tions has helped her make a 
home away from home here 
in Chautauqua, especially 

while fasting.
“I feel like it’s been extra 

beneficial for me because I 
get to do this fast, but I also 
get to teach people about 
Islam. That’s something 
that I find very beautiful,” 
Muhammad said. “I like to 
share the beauty of Islam 
with other people because I 
think there’s beauty in every 
tradition, and I think this is 
one of the moments that I’m 
really fortunate in that I get 
to share with others. Even 
though I’m not with my fam-
ily and friends, it still felt like 
it. There was a community 
supporting me here during 
my fast.”

Known as the holy month 
in Islam, Ramadan is a time 
to focus on prayer, family, 
charity and doing good unto 
others. More than abstain-
ing from food and water 
until sunset — a feat in and 
of itself — Muhammad said 
Ramadan is a time for deep 
reflection and putting others 
first. 

“When you think about 
it, when you’re not eat-
ing you have a lot of time 
on your hands,” she said 

with a laugh. “You focus on 
God, praying and counting 
your blessings. Abstaining 
from food and water builds 
discipline and it teaches 
you to not always demand 
things. In the summertime 
— when you’re fasting for 
17 hours — it’s like a game 
of patience.”

Muhammad said fasting 
has always taught her to fo-
cus on different aspects of 
her life, and to focus all the 
more on giving of herself.

“In a time when getting 
angry can be very easy, es-
pecially being without food 
and water, you have to take 
a step back and you have to 
realize that there is more to 
life than what you need and 
what you want,” she said. 
“You have to think about 
what other people want. It’s 
really about thinking about 
the community and not just 
the community you live in, 
but the global community 
and focusing on their needs 
for a change.”

Samantha DelVecchio has 
been visiting her grandpar-
ents on the grounds since 
she was a child, and said that 

Tuesday’s Eid celebration 
was a great way to meet new 
faces and increase diversity 
at the Institution.

“I think the celebration is 
great,” DelVecchio said. “I 
think Chautauqua needs to 
continue celebrating more 
religious diversity and it is 
wonderful to see and learn 
how people celebrate differ-
ent holidays.”

For almost two hours, 
people danced, asked ques-
tions and showed off their 
henna tattoos. Tuesday’s 
event of new friendships, 
feasting and an appreciation 
for other cultures is what 
Muhammad said is the true 
essence of Eid.

“Part of APYA is teach-
ing about religion, but it is 
also about learning about 
different cultures and dif-
ferent people,” she said. “I 
think Eid is such a wonder-
ful teaching moment to show 
people about Islam and di-
versity. This is a time for 
people to come together and 
celebrate and enjoy each oth-
er and realize what mankind 
and humanity is all about.”
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Chautauqua marks Ramadan’s 
end with Eid al-Fitr celebration

Jacobsen to bring 
reflective Taizé to 
Sacred Song Service

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

Above, people gather Tuesday in Smith-Wilkes Hall during the Abrahamic Program for Young Adults’ 
celebration of Eid al-Fitr, which signals the end of Ramadan. At top, during the celebration APYA 
coordinator Amber Muhammad designs henna tattoos.
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RECREATION
AT CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION
For more information, visit: www.ciweb.org/recreation

GOLF
Chautauqua Golf Club features two scenic 18-hole courses overlooking 
Chautauqua Lake, a well-equipped pro shop, locker rooms, equipment and 
cart rental and professional instruction. Single, family and junior season 
memberships are available. The Learning Center, a new 25-acre practice 
and teaching facility, offers a series of clinics and junior golf camps. 

716-357-6211

TENNIS
Eight state-of-the-art fast dry courts (two illuminated for night play) 
are available at the Chautauqua Tennis Center, located adjacent to the 
Turner Community Center. Private lessons are available from teaching 
professionals. Clinics, round-robins and tournaments are scheduled 
throughout the season. In addition to short- and long-term memberships, 
daily court fees are available. The Coyle Courts, four hard courts located at 
the Boys’ and Girls’ Club on the south end of the grounds, are available to 
the public during non-Club hours.

716-357-6276 

SAILING
Instructional classes are offered by the Sailing Department, located at the 
John R. Turney Sailing Center, at beginner, intermediate and advanced 
levels. Private lessons by certified sailing instructors and rentals are also 
available. 

716-357-6392

SPORTS CLUB
The Sports Club, located on the lakefront near the Athenaeum Hotel, 
provides facilities for shuffleboard, horseshoes, lawn bowling, bridge and 
other games and activities. Paddleboat, kayak and canoe rental, softball 
leagues and the annual Old First Night Run/Walk/Swim are all part of the 
Sports Club program. 

716-357-6281

EXERCISE/FITNESS
Chautauqua Health & Fitness is a full-service exercise and strength-training 
facility with two sites: Turner Community Center, with indoor pool and 
Heinz Beach. Short- and long-term memberships and daily passes and 
personal training are available. All fitness classes are run through the 
Special Studies office.

Fitness Center: 716-357-6430 • Classes: 716-377-6348

•

KELSEY HUSNICK
Staff Writer 

The image of Escrava 
Anastacia is a powerful one. 
The young girl’s blue eyes 
stare like sentinels from 
behind a gold face mask, 
one that clings to her head 
and covers her mouth like a 
muzzle. A gold collar coils 
around her throat.

Escrava (“Slave”) Anasta-
cia is a saint in Brazilian 
culture, and has more than a 
few stories surrounding her 
history, said John Burdick, 
professor and chair of the 
Department of Anthropol-
ogy at Syracuse University. 
Two versions of her story 
— along with their past and 
present implications for Bra-
zilians of color — were the 
topic of Burdick’s 2 p.m. In-
terfaith Lecture Thursday in 
the Hall of Philosophy. His 
lecture, “Racial Inequality 
and Religious Belief in Bra-
zil: The Mysterious Case of 
Slave Anastacia,” touched 
on Week Six’s theme, “Brazil: 
The Interplay of Religion and 
Culture.”

“There are different ways 
among [Anastacia’s devotees] 
of interpreting what that 
mask is about,” Burdick said.

In Brazil, people of color of-
ficially declare themselves on 
government documents, like 
census surveys, in two ways: 
as parda or morena, meaning 
“brown” or “lighter skin,” 
or as preta or negra, meaning 
“black,” Burdick said. In real-
ity, there are multiple other 
levels on the color scale, he 
said, but these are two official 
declarations of race.

“The puzzle I want to 
engage in today is how do 
these different versions [of 
Anastacia’s story] relate to 
their adherents’ lived experi-
ences within Brazil’s notori-
ously complex system of race 
relations?” Burdick said.

In the first version of 
Anastacia’s story, the slave 
master falls in love with 
her, and Anastacia recipro-
cates those feelings. They 
have a passionate love affair, 
but when the slave master’s 
wife discovers how tenderly 
he loves Anastacia, Burdick 
said she imposes the face-
mask and neck iron on the 
young slave as revenge and 
punishment.

The second version does 

not involve love, Burdick 
said. The slave master is 
filled with lust for Anastacia, 
but she does not reciprocate 
his desire. When her master 
tries to rape her, Anastacia is 
able to fight him off and he 
does not succeed. In his an-
ger, the slave master is the 
one who puts the mask and 
iron on the girl.

“All versions, written or 
oral, agree that Anastacia 
was a young woman of Af-
rican descent who was en-
slaved in Brazil in the late 
18th or early 19th centuries,” 
Burdick said. “All agree that 
she was beautiful, and that 
beauty is a very important 
part of who she is.”

The ending of Anastacia’s 
story is also the same in both 
versions, Burdick said.  After 
being muzzled, she began 
to develop healing powers. 
Other slaves would come to 
her and she would heal their 
wounds with her hands. The 
neck iron cut into her, though, 
and she became weak. Ulti-
mately, she developed gan-
grene and began to die.

At one of her weakest 
moments, the slave master’s 
child also became deathly ill. 
Burdick said that when the 
master came to Anastacia and 
begged her to help him, she 
did. In her final act of heal-
ing the slave master’s child, 
Anastacia died and her spirit 
ascended to heaven, becom-
ing a saint for her unyielding 
kindness, ability to forgive 
and her healing powers.

“Adherents to the differ-
ent versions pretty clearly 
aligned with an important 
difference in racial self-iden-
tification,” Burdick said.

Women who called them-
selves morena believed in 
the first story of love, while 
women who identified as pre-
ta aligned themselves with 
the second story, Burdick 
said.

This difference, he said, 
stems from a few key ele-
ments: the physical differ-
ences between the racial 
identification, the mythical 
history of the slave that start-
ed circulating Brazil in the 
1930s and the social stand-
ing of the Portuguese term 
mulato — those of mixed Af-
rican and indigenous South 
American ancestry.

“Morena are women of 

color, dark but not compara-
tively as dark as pretas. Hair 
is not frizzy; it is slightly 
straighter. Noses tend to be 
more aquiline, lips tend to 
be less full,” Burdick said. 
“That is stereotypically less 
of the African associated 
features — more Euro — but 
still women of color.

“Pretas and negras are at 
the farther end of the contin-
uum of Afro-phenotypical 
features,” he continued. “So 
darker, frizzier hair, broader 
nose, thicker lips.”

While Burdick noted that 
it’s considered a socially in-
appropriate and graphic way 
to differentiate between the 
two classes, “we’re talking 
about a very difficult real-
ity that leads to differential 
treatment in society.”  

The next element is the 
mythical history that arose 
in Brazil. Burdick said fe-
male slave nursemaids were 
glorified for their role of 
bringing up the slave mas-
ters’ children and tending 
to their needs. Stories of 
compassion and mutual love 
between master, child and 
slave were put down in his-
tory books, so that the notion 
of slave rebellion was erased. 
Despite the fact that there 
are documented incidents of 
runaway slaves in every year 
of the four-century practice 
and evidence of torture, dis-
ease and a drastically short 
life span, Burdick said the 
master-slave relationship 
was romanticized.

But, Burdick said, an ele-
ment of truth in this other-
wise mythological history is 
the birth of the mulato. Mas-
ters and slaves had children 
together, essentially creating 
the current morena category.

“The mulato category, as 
an officially institutionalized 
classification with its own 
special privileges and legal 
protections, came into being 

during the slave period as a 
way to create a social class 
of people of color who could 
be depended on to protect 
the demographically small, 
white ruling class from 
a huge mass of enslaved 
blacks,” he said.

This created a pigmen-
tology that is still present 
in Brazil today, Burdick 
said. Historically, lighter-
skinned blacks had better 
social standing and fought 
against the darker-skinned 
slaves. Today, lighter skin 
and European features such 
as straight hair are seen as 
more beautiful in Brazilian 
culture.

Statistically, Burdick said 
more morena girls hold jobs 
in retail, interacting with 
customers, and are better 
represented in social posi-
tions. The statistics don’t ex-
pose what he called “ground 
zero of oppression,” though. 
Preta girls feel inadequate, 
he said, while the morena 
girls he encountered know 
that they are privileged and 
pretty.

Relating back to Anasta-
cia’s story, the morena girls 
believe in the first version 
of sincere love because, “at 

some level, these women un-
derstand themselves to be 
the outcome, at some point, 
of a sexual encounter be-
tween the races. Between 
master and slave or later 
white and black. For women 
who regard themselves as 
heirs of miscegenation, the 
narrative or reciprocity and 
love offers the reassuring 
message that they are not the 
result of an act of domination 
and violence,” Burdick said.

The morenas also use the 
story as a way to feel com-
fortable in and justify their 
higher status in Brazilian 
culture, Burdick said. It sup-
ports the mythology that 
said the mulattos were loved.

For the pretas, who never 
bought in to the mythologi-
cal stories of compassion and 
love between master and 

slave, the second version of 
Anastacia’s story reaffirms 
their people’s strength.

“By telling the story of 
Anastacia as resisting rape, 
pretas push back against a 
key feature,” Burdick said. 
“The idea that slaves did not 
fight back.”

This story gives blacks a 
sense of dignity — if Anasta-
cia would rather be tortured 
then submit her body to her 
master, then they too can 
stand up to social injustices, 
Burdick said. He encoun-
tered blacks in his research 
who use the story to empow-
er young preta girls.

No matter which ver-
sion, Burdick said the story 
of Anastacia helps Brazilian 
women of color cope with 
the complicated, hierarchical 
pigmentology of the nation.

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

John S. Burdick, chair of anthropology at Syracuse University’s Maxwell School, discusses the 
Brazilian saint Anastacia and the implications of slavery in Brazil’s cultural identity during the Interfaith 
Lecture Thursday in the Hall of Philosophy. 

Burdick: Story of Anastacia 
differentiates pigmentology and 
oppression in Brazilian women



APYA

The Abrahamic Program 
for Young Adults is designed 
to reflect the efforts and mis-
sion of the Department of Reli-
gion by teaching young adults 
at Chautauqua Institution 
about the shared heritage of 
the Abrahamic traditions: Ju-
daism, Christianity and Islam. 
This year’s team is comprised 
of Jewish coordinator Yael 
Allen, Christian coordinator 
Alma Gast, female Muslim co-
ordinator Amber Muhammad 
and male Muslim coordinator 
Kaiser Aslam.

Baptist House

The Rev. Jay Hartman 
gives a sermon titled “Being 
a Minister in Today’s Market-
place” at 9:30 a.m. Sunday in 
Baptist House, 35 Clark. Deb-
bie Grohman, clarinetist, and 
Willie LaFavor, pianist, pro-
vide music.

Hartman has served 
churches as youth minister 
and associate pastor. He now 
ministers in the marketplace 
through his general contract-
ing business. He serves on the 
boards of Re-Establish Rich-
mond, helping political refu-
gees settle in the Richmond 
area, and Journey Partners, 
a faith-based ministry com-
mitted to partnering with 
schools, churches and hospi-
tals in Zimbabwe.

Blessing and Healing  
Daily Service

The Blessing and Healing 
service, sponsored by the De-
partment of Religion, takes 
place at 10:15 a.m. weekdays 
in the Randell Chapel of the 
United Church of Christ head-
quarters. 

Chabad Lubavitch

Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin 
presides at the 9:30 a.m. Shab-
bat service on Saturday in the 
Everett Jewish Life Center 
library. The Torah reading is 
Devarim (Deuteronomy 1:1). A 
Kiddush sponsored by Penny 
and Charlie Shuman in mem-
ory of dear family members 
follows at 12:15 p.m.

Shabbat ends at 9:24 p.m.
Rabbi Vilenkin presents 

a lecture, “Maimonides, a 
Guide to the Perplexed,” at 
9:15 a.m. Monday in the Li-
brary Room of the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall.

A service of Tisha B’Av 
will be held at 9:30 p.m. Mon-
day at Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House. A reading of Lamenta-
tions follows. The fast begins 
at 8:34 p.m.

A Community Shabbat 
Dinner will be held at 7 p.m. 
Friday at Zigdon Chabad Jew-
ish House. Reservations are 
required. Call 716-357-3467 
or email rabbi@cocweb.org. The 
cost is adults $36, youth $18, 
special student rate.

Chautauqua Catholic  
Community

Masses are celebrated at 5 
p.m. Saturday in the Hall of 
Philosophy, at 9:15 a.m. Sun-
day in the Hall of Christ, and 
at 12:15 p.m. Sunday in the 
Hall of Philosophy.

Daily Mass is celebrated at 
8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. week-
days in the Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd.

The Rev. Edward Mehok, 
professor emeritus at Notre 
Dame College in Cleveland 
and the Rev. Lawrence Martel-
lo, pastor of St. Joseph Church 
in Amherst, Ohio, are priests-
in-residence this week.

The Rev. Todd Remick is 
spiritual adviser of the Chau-
tauqua Catholic Commu-
nity and pastor of St. Mary of 
Lourdes in Mayville and Be-
mus Point.

Deacon Ray and Pat De-
fendorf of All Saints Parish 
in Corning are host and host-
esses at the Catholic House. 
Deanna Bliss of Mayville is 
weekend sacristan.

Chautauqua Dialogues

Chautauqua Dialogues, 
in its third consecutive year, 
provides an opportunity for 
Chautauquans to participate 
in small group discussions 
based on the 2 p.m. Interfaith 
Lectures sponsored by the 
Department of Religion at 
the Hall of Philosophy. The 

groups meet from 3 to 5 p.m. 
Friday at various venues. Sign-
ups to participate in one of 
these facilitated group discus-
sions are immediately before 
or after the 2 p.m. lecture at 
the Hall of Philosophy Tues-
day through Thursday. This 
activity is sponsored by the 
Department of Religion.

Christian Science House

“Love” is this week’s Bible 
lesson subject. In addition to 
hearing it at the 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day service, you are welcome 
to study it during the week in 
our reading room, open 24/7, 
where you may also read cop-
ies of the Christian Science Mon-
itor and past articles from our 
periodicals, listen to archived 
radio programs, lectures and 
talks on topics of current in-
terest and research using our 
computer-based concordance.

Disciples of Christ

“Forgiveness” is the title of 
the Rev. C. Thomas Steiner’s 
Communion meditation for 
the 9:30 a.m. Sunday service at 
the Disciples of Christ House. 
He will use the text Hebrews 
4: 12-16 to explore how we find 
the communion table a forgiv-
ing place.

Steiner has served church-
es in Indiana, Ohio and Ken-
tucky. He retired as West Area 
minister, Christian Church, in 
Kentucky in 2007. 

He and his wife Cheryl are 
members of the Hopkinsville 
First Christian Church (DOC). 

ECOC

James Cook, a member of 
the founding families of the 
ECOC, will share the legacy of 
the ECOC (Minister’s Union) 
at a Brown Bag at 12:15 p.m. 
Monday at the UCC Randell 
Chapel. This legacy began in 

1928 and has continued until 
now to provide low-cost hous-
ing here on the Chautauqua 
grounds.

Episcopal Chapel  
of the Good Shepherd

The Rev. Mary Jo Melberg-
er, presides at services of Holy 
Communion at 7:45 and 9 a.m. 
Sunday in the Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd. Mother Mel-
berger is a retired priest in the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania. She 
now serves as associate priest 
at Church of the Messiah, 
Gwynedd, Pa. She is actively 
engaged as a spiritual direc-
tor and retreat leader. The 
Rev. Virginia Carr, vicar of the 
chapel, leads a service of sung 
Compline at 9:30 p.m. Sunday 
night in the chapel. Canon Jay 
presides at 7:45 a.m. service 
weekdays in the chapel. The 
chapel, located at the corner of 
Clark and Park, is handicap-
accessible via an elevator on 
the Park side and is open all 
day for meditation and prayer.

Mother Melberger presides 
at 7:45 a.m. services weekdays 
in the chapel.

Food Pantry Donations

Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing non-perishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
Non-perishable food dona-
tions may be dropped off at 
any time at the Scott entrance 
of Hurlbut Church.

Hebrew Congregation

The Hebrew Congregation’s 
morning service runs from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Saturday in 
the Hurlbut Church sanctuary. 
Rabbi Gary Pokras of Temple 
Beth Zion in Buffalo, New 
York, leads the service. Susan 
Goldberg Schwartz, also from 
Temple Beth Zion, is the can-
torial song leader. Kiddush 
lunch follows, sponsored by 
Carole and Harvey Wolsh and 
Lynn and Richard Moschel.

Rabbi Pokras and Susan 
Goldberg Schwartz lead a 
Havdalah Service from 6:45 
to 7:30 p.m. Saturday in the 
garden behind Smith Wilkes 
Hall.

Roger Kaza speaks on “In-
side the Chautauqua Sympho-
ny Orchestra” at the Hebrew 
Congregation Shirley Laza-
rus Speaker’s Series from 8 to 
9 p.m. Sunday in the Hurlbut 
Sanctuary. A dessert follows 
the presentation.

Hurlbut Memorial  
Community Church

A service of meditation, 
Scriptures, songs, prayers 
and Communion runs from 
8:30 to 9:15 a.m. Sunday at 
Hurlbut Memorial Commu-
nity Church.

Hurlbut Church Lemonade Stand

The stand serves coffee, 
lemonade, iced tea, a vari-
ety of sweet rolls, grilled hot 
dogs, hamburgers and Ital-
ian sausages 9:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Sunday on the sidewalk 
in front of Hurlbut Memo-
rial Community Methodist 
Church.

Hurlbut Church Meal Ministry

Hurlbut Memorial Com-
munity United Methodist 
Church is cooking, and ev-
eryone is invited. The church 
serves lunch from 11:45 a.m. 
to 1:15 p.m. weekdays, and 
dinner from 5 to 7 p.m. each 
Thursday evening during the 
season.

The weekday lunches of-
fer a choice of homemade 
soup and sandwich, soup 
and salad, turkey salad plate, 
fresh fruit plate, veggie wrap, 
or a special-of-the-day; either 
quiche, taco salad or crab 
salad. All lunches are served 
with a beverage and a freshly 
baked cookie for $7. All pro-
ceeds from the meals benefit 
the mission and ministries of 
the Hurlbut Church.

International Order of the King’s 
Daughters and Sons

The Ida A. Vanderbeck 
Chapel on Pratt is open to 
all for prayer and meditation 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. The 
International Order of King’s 
Daughters and Sons owns the 
chapel, which has been open 
since 1963.

Labyrinth

Chautauquans continue to 
have the opportunity to learn 
about and walk the labyrinth 
during the 2014 season. Led by 
Wally Rees and sponsored by 
the Department of Religion, 
an orientation is presented at 
7 p.m. every Monday through-
out the season. 

The Chautauqua labyrinth, 
located next to Turner Com-
munity Center, is accessible 
though the Turner building or 
through the parking lot, if ar-
riving via Route 394. There is 
bus and tram service to Turn-
er. Remember your gate ticket.

Lutheran House

The Rev. Melissa Stoller 
presides at a service of Holy 
Communion at 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day in the Lutheran House lo-
cated on the brick walk at the 
corner of Peck and Clark. Ann 
Labounsky, an internationally 
known virtuoso performer 
and improviser at the organ, 
provides music.

Stoller is the pastor at Zion 
Lutheran Church (Penn Hills), 
Pittsburgh, a dynamic con-
gregation working conscien-
tiously to open its doors to the 
diverse and changing commu-
nity in Penn Hills. Her minis-
try has included northeastern 
Minnesota, a pastoral intern-
ship at the Moscow Protestant 
Chaplaincy and community 
development.

Labounsky has academic 

responsibilities at Duquesne 
University and is Organ Artist 
in Residence at First Lutheran 
Church, Pittsburgh.

Presbyterian House

The Rev. Rich Stewart pre-
sides at the 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
service in the house chapel. 
His sermon, “Grace Beyond 
All Reason,” is taken from 
Genesis 32: 22-31 and Mat-
thew 14: 13-21.

Retired from forty years of 
active ministry, he continues 
to serve where needed and is 
part-time at the Green Moun-
tain Presbyterian Church in 
Lakewood, Colorado.

Presbyterian House wel-
comes all Chautauquans to 
our porch for coffee, hot choco-
late and lemonade each morn-
ing following the weekday 
morning worship and preced-
ing the morning lecture. This 
time is a great opportunity to 
meet and greet old friends and 
to make new ones.

Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers)

The Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) meets for 
worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
in the Octagon Building on 
the corner of Cookman and 
Wythe. All are welcome.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

Shari Woodbury, winner of 
this year’s Chautauqua Award 
at the Meadville Lombard 
Theological School, will lead 
the at 9:30 a.m. service Sunday 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship in the Hall of Phi-
losophy. Her sermon topic is 
“The Spaces in Between.” Ann 
Weber coordinates the Fel-
lowship’s musical program-
ming. Religious education for 
children ages 4 through 12 is 
available during the service 
at the Fellowship’s denomina-
tional house located at 6 Bliss.

Woodbury leads an infor-
mal discussion of Sunday’s 
sermon at 9:15 a.m. Monday 
on the patio behind the de-
nominational house.

United Church of Christ

The husband-and-wife 
team of Barbara and Charles 
Purinton, lead the 8:45 a.m. 
Sunday service in Randell 
Chapel at the UCC Head-
quarters building. Both are 
ordained and have served in 
a wide range of pastoral and 
chaplaincy positions in their 
home state of Vermont and 
around the world. Charles, 
who has served as a military 
chaplain in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, will draw on 1 Corin-
thians 12:4-13 for his sermon, 
titled “Organic Spirituality.” 
The service is followed by an 
extended coffee hour, featur-
ing light pastry and fruit se-
lections. 

An ecumenical Taizé ser-
vice of song and prayer will be 
offered from 7:15 to 7:45 p.m. 
Monday at the Randell Chapel 
at the United Church of Christ 
Headquarters. All are invited 
to “Taizé and Tea,” featuring 
traditional chants from the 
Taizé in Burgundy, France, in-
terspersed with prayers, read-
ings and a time of silence. Iced 
tea will be served afterwards.

United Methodist

The Rev. David Streets pre-
sides at the 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
service in the chapel. His ser-
mon title is “Don’t Give Up, 
Don’t Ever Give Up!” Streets 
is the senior pastor at Ingomar 
United Methodist Church in 
Pittsburgh.

All are welcome to stop by 
for a cup of coffee between 
the morning worship and the 
10:45 a.m. lecture weekdays.

Come share lunch and a 
chaplain’s chat at noon Tues-
day on our porch. The Rev. 
Streets presents “Will the Real 
Church Please Stand Up.” 
Stop by the house or call 357-
2055 by Monday to pre-order 
your lunch from the Hurlbut 
Church lunch ministry. The 
cost is $7.

Unity of Chautauqua

Donna L. Van Oosten of 
Brunswick, Ohio, leads the 
9:30 a.m. Sunday service in the 
Hall of Missions. Her message 
is titled “Your Power Within.”
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The soul is unique in that 
every person has his or her 
own, and each person’s soul 
should be honored in an in-
dividual way. This is one of 
the key aspects of Sufism, 
Muinuddin Charles Smith 
said.

The Sufi practice of medi-
tation focuses on “learning 
to really honor who we are, 
with all our qualities and all 
our supposed shortcomings 
[and realizing] that they can 
really all be used,” he said.

Smith and his wife, Shar-
ifa Felicia Norton, will lead 
Week Seven’s Mystic Heart 
Program in their tradition 
of Sufism. The program is a 
Department of Religion ini-
tiative that hosts teachers 
of different world medita-
tive practices and traditions 
each week, thus allowing 
Chautauquans to engage in 
a variety of silent, guided 
and educational meditation 

experiences. 
The couple 

founded the 
Light of Guid-
ance Center for 
Sufi Studies in 
New York City 
and are teachers 
and retreat lead-
ers within other 
Sufi organiza-
tions. Norton is 
also a profes-
sional dancer 
and teacher at 
the United Nations Interna-
tional School, and Smith is a 
professor of leadership and 
group dynamics at Hofstra 
University. 

“The goal is just to get in 
touch with our natural self,” 
Smith said. “To remove all 
of the things that get in the 
way of us really listening to 
our deepest selves — acting 
out of that place and living 
from that place.”

While it’s common to 
think of meditation as be-

ing transcendental and de-
tached from 
reality, Smith 
said most Sufis 
were originally 
artists, crafts-
men and very 
active people 
in society. The 
practice — a 
combination of 
Middle Eastern 
and yoga tech-
niques — engag-
es the body and 

uses breathing techniques. 
The Sufis honor sacred as-
pects of life, looking for 
purpose and beauty in the 
world around them.

The couple’s Tuesday 
seminar, “The Soul’s Joy,” 
will focus on the soul’s indi-
vidual purpose.   

“Not necessarily purpose 
or meaning like a job, but 
just like what our note is — 
what we bring in different 
situations. It’s the gifts of 
the soul that we’re bringing 
forth,” Smith said.

Their Thursday seminar, 
“The Alchemy of Happi-
ness,” will help Chautau-
quans figure out the meth-
odology for getting to that 

purpose. Smith said this 
doesn’t mean that people 
have to add elements to their 
lives, but rather subtract the 
emotional baggage or nega-
tive impressions that have 
latched onto the mind and 
the soul and are preventing 
the person from realizing 
his or her true purpose. 

Poetry is used in Sufi 
meditation as a way of con-
necting the spiritual and the 
material. Smith said they in-
corporate short poems into 
morning meditation.

“They add the heart qual-
ity in,” he said. “They bring 
that sense of inspiration.”

The poems can also be 
used as teaching tools in 
the afternoon sessions. One 
Sufi poet, Saadi, compared 
the individual’s purpose to 
light, calling it “a lamp on 
the soul,” that the person 
has to follow in order to 
reach his or her full poten-
tial. 

Other poets, such as 
Smith’s favorite, Hafez, 
wrote about finding the di-
vine through beauty instead 
of through traditional reli-
gious study. 

“One day he saw the 

queen of his country, and 
she was so beautiful that 
he realized there was more 
than what was just in his 
books,” he said. “So he left 
the religious life. … [His] 
poetry is about living in the 
marketplace, in the street, 
and finding the beauty and 
the divine there, not just in 
the temple or mosque.”

The Mystic Heart Pro-
gram holds daily, guided 
meditation sessions from 
7:15 to 8 a.m. Monday to Fri-
day in the conference room 
of the Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Meditation semi-
nars, which include more in-
depth instruction and dis-
cussion, are held Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 12:30 
to 1:55 p.m. in the Hall of 
Missions. Silent meditation 
is held Thursday from 7:15 
to 7:45 p.m. in the Welcome 
Center.

People of any religion or 
spiritual belief can attend 
the sessions, and can at-
tend any day of the week, 

regardless of previous or no 
experience with meditation 
practices. Gate passes are 
required to attend the morn-
ing meditations.

Follow the soul’s light: Sufi meditation to focus on the individual’s purpose

COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Morning Worship

SMTIH

“A theologian said that the Book of Acts should 
be called the Gospel of the Holy Spirit. Judith 
Maltby said that, if we pray for the Holy 
Spirit, we will be totally fulfilled, completely 

content and always, always in a little bit of trouble,” said 
the Rev. Luis León.  He concluded his sermon series at the 
9:15 a.m. morning worship service Friday in the Amphithe-
ater. His sermon title was “Cornelius — One of Us” and the 
Scripture text was Acts 10:34-43. 

In the first chapter of Acts, the highlight is the ascension 
of Jesus.  

“I picture him going up like an intercontinental ballistic 
missile,” León said. “But he had to leave because, in his Res-
urrection appearances, the disciples had begun counting on 
him to show up and solve problems. He left so the disciples 
could grow in faith — so you and I could grow in faith.” 

The Holy Spirit comes in Chapter 2, and the Disciples 
burst into the streets, preaching and baptizing. Peter began 
to preach and teach and heal like Jesus, León said, and the 
crowd started to share their possessions like Jesus. In the 
following chapters, Stephen is stoned to death and Saul 
becomes Paul after his encounter with Jesus on the road to 
Damascus.

“In Chapter 10, we meet Cornelius, the first gentile to 
become a follower of Christ,” the pastor said. “This is our 
story; without Cornelius we are left out. He is our first an-
cestor in the faith.” 

Cornelius and Peter both have dreams. In Cornelius’ 
dream, God tells him to send for Peter in order to be bap-
tized. Peter has a dream where God shows him all the 
unclean animals that Jews are not allowed to eat and tells 
Peter to eat them. Three times, Peter has the dream before 
he finally recognizes the voice of God.  

“Peter is called the rock, and I sometimes wonder if it 
is because he is foundational or because of his intellectual 
qualities. God has to say everything three times [before he 
understands],” León said. 

When Peter arrives at Cornelius’ house, there is a crowd 
of gentiles. Peter is angry that he has been put in the situa-
tion of associating with them, which was unlawful; how-
ever, Peter uses a “key theological word — ‘but’ — and says, 
‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality.’ ” 

León continued, “ ‘But’ is the key theological word of the 
Holy Spirit. We realize that a change has happened, and we 
see reality differently. When we say ‘but’ we are using im-
portant theological language. The Holy Spirit has touched 
and changed you, and you have a new vision for what the 
world can be.”

Peter recognized that God shows no partiality, that God 
has no favorites. 

“All of us are units of God’s grace,” León said. “Jack 
Spong, my bishop in Newark, New Jersey, always raised 
the right questions. One of our more conservative priests 
once asked him how he could believe what he does and be 

a Christian. Spong replied he could call himself a Christian 
because, for him, that is where the light shone brightest. 
Christians must shine so others can be drawn to it. Others 
are drawn to other lights, but we have to let our light shine 
brightly. All of us are God’s favorites.”

Peter got in trouble with the church authorities when he 
returned to Jerusalem, but he told them he could not hinder 
the will of God, and so they accepted that Peter was right in 
baptizing Cornelius and his family. 

“My mentor, Hunt Williams, told me early in my minis-
try that, everywhere that Paul went, there was a riot. And 
everyone offers us a glass of tea,” León said. “ ‘We have to 
be careful about that,’ he said. I asked him if he had ever 
caused a riot.”

Williams was at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, and an African-American family came to 
have their family baptized. Williams’ predecessor at the 
church wrote pamphlets about the biblical basis of segre-
gation. But without asking anyone’s permission, Williams 
baptized the children. About half the congregation left. 

León said, “I asked him if he would have done anything 
differently and he said, ‘Never in a thousand years. I felt the 
Spirit fully empowered me; we did the right thing.’ For all 
of us who pray for the Holy Spirit, we have to be prepared 
to be totally fulfilled, completely competent and always, 
always in a little bit of trouble. Thanks be to God.”

The Rev. Carmen L. Perry presided. Gay Didget read the Scrip-
tures. The Motet Choir sang “Lord, We Praise You” by Thomas 
W. Jefferson. The choir sang “Hark, the Glad Sound” arranged by 
Timothy Shaw, as the introit for the week. Jared Jacobsen, organ-
ist and worship coordinator, directed the  choir. The John William 
Tyrrell Endowment for Religion and the J. Everett Hall Memorial 
Chaplaincy provide support for this week’s services.

Dream for a little bit of trouble

NEW VISITOR INFORMATION SESSIONS
Special informal orientation sessions for Chautauqua  
first-timers are scheduled from 6 to 7 p.m. each Sunday 
evening (excluding the final Sunday of the season) on the 
first floor of the Hultquist Center. These sessions afford the 
opportunity for new Chautauquans to learn the ins and outs 
of this unique place.

 » on the grounds



Page B6 The Chautauquan Daily ·  www.chqdaily.com  Weekend Edition, August 2 & 3, 2014

n E W s

Barbara Hois and Joseph 
Musser will perform during 
the pre-Vespers at 4:30 p.m. 
sunday in the Hall of Philoso-
phy. 

Hois is the flute, chamber 
music and Alexander Tech-
nique instructor at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh. she also 
teaches the Alexander Tech-
nique at the Pittsburgh School 
of Massage Therapy and for 
Chautauqua’s Special Studies 
program. With music degrees 
from Arizona State University 
and Cincinnati Conservatory, 
she played for many years 
with Pittsburgh’s Con spirito 
Woodwind Quintet.

Chautauqua has been a part 
of Hois’ life since she was a 
child, in which she came for a 
week at a time with her family 
of musicians, pianist Marjorie 
Kemper, bassoonist Richard 
Kemper, and her sister, oboist 
Rebecca Scarnati. As a teenag-
er, Hois spent several summers 
at Chautauqua in the high 
school music program, study-
ing with Bonita Boyd, and in 
1979 as a member of the Music 
School Festival Orchestra flute 
section. Now, between her 
husband’s family cottage and 
her parents’ house on Ramble, 
Chautauqua has become the 
summer gathering place for 
Hois and her children. 

Pianist Joseph Musser will 
accompany Hois. He is a re-
tired English professor from 
Ohio Wesleyan University and 
former Chautauqua Institu-
tion trustee. Musser is an ac-
complished composer and the 
organist at the Chapel of the 
Good shepherd in Chautau-
qua and at the First Presbyteri-
an Church in Delaware, Ohio.

As members of the Motet 
Choir, Hois and Musser of-
ten perform together for the 
Thursday morning Amphithe-
ater church service prelude. 
They have chosen music by 
Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach to 
celebrate the 300th anniver-
sary of his birthday on March 
8, 1714. They will also per-
form the sonata in C Minor 
by Georg Philipp Telemann, 
one of their favorite baroque 
chamber music composers. Te-
lemann and Johann sebastian 
Bach, Carl Philipp Emanuel’s 
father, were such good friends 
that Telemann was Carl 
Philipp Emanuel’s godfather.

Hois, Musser to present 
pre-Vespers program

Hoismusser

C h a u t a u q u a  I n s t I t u t I o n

Property Owner Voter Designation

The undersigned, being the majority owners of

INSERT CHAUTAUQUA ADDRESS

in Chautauqua Institution, hereby designate 

INSERT PROPERTY OWNER’S NAME

as the owner authorized to vote at the annual or any special meeting of 
Chautauqua Institution pursuant to Section 4 of the Chautauqua Institution charter.

PRINT NAME HERE

SIGN HERE   (PROPERTY OWNER)

PRINT NAME HERE

SIGN HERE   (PROPERTY OWNER)

PRINT NAME HERE

SIGN HERE   (PROPERTY OWNER)

PRINT NAME HERE

SIGN HERE   (PROPERTY OWNER)

The designation must be filed with the secretary of Chautauqua Institution:

 Rindy Barmore
 Secretary, Chautauqua Institution
 P.O. Box 28
 Chautauqua, NY 14722

Annual Corporation Meeting Voter Designation
In order to adhere to the Chautauqua Institution By-Laws and the original 

Charter of the Chautauqua Institution, qualified members (property owners) 
of Chautauqua are eligible to vote at the Annual Corporation meeting in 
August. If a property is owned by more than one member, then the members 
who own the property must designate the member who shall have the 
voting rights to that property. The voter designation below must be signed 
by a majority, in interest, of the owners of a lot or house and filed with the 
Secretary of the Corporation, Rindy Barmore. If the home is owned by a trust 
or a corporation, officers of the corporation or trust must designate a voter. 
If the property is owned by one owner, no voter designation is required. If 
you have completed a voter designation form in the past and the ownership 
has not changed, you do not need to fill out a new voter designation form.

The Corporation Meeting will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 9, 
2014, in the Hall of Christ. At which time, the corporation will review the 
Institution’s financial statements and elect corporation members to the 
Board of Trustees.

Please file your voter designation by Monday, Aug. 4. Additional voter 
designations may be found at the information desk in the Colonnade.
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In the Yellow Room at 
Children’s School, 5-year-old 
Eve Kushmaul pours sand 
on a fake sunflower with a 
plastic shovel, while other 5s 
around the room paint toilet-
paper-tube cacti or play with 
worms. Eve takes her friend’s 
hand and buries it alongside 
her “sandflower.”

“You’re a seed now!” she 
tells her.

In spirit of Bird, Tree and 
Garden Week at Children’s 
School, many activities were 
green in nature. Needing a 
professional to provide some 
sound advice last Tuesday 
and Wednesday, master gar-
dener Janet Forbes came into 
the school to talk to the kids 
about how to keep a garden 
and plant seeds of their own.

Forbes began her presen-
tation by demonstrating pro-
duce from her own garden. 
She held up a halved pair of 
plums, showing the center.

“Do you know what kind 
of seeds these are?” she said 
to the 3s.

“The kinds of seeds you 
can eat,” one boy said.

“We’re not going to eat 
these, we’re going to replant 
them,” Forbes said.

One by one, Forbes dis-
played the seeds from cherry 
tomatoes, halved bananas, 
cucumbers and apples. She 
opened up a royal burgundy 
bean to show how it was simi-
lar to a green bean, except that 
it changes color when boiled.

“My husband says that it 
tastes purple,” Forbes said.

Forbes read a kid-friend-
ly gardening book, Ruth 
Brown’s Ten Seeds, to the 3s. 
It was a story about a boy, 
Oscar, who plants 10 seeds 
only to have them all de-
stroyed except one, a sun-
flower plant. Forbes finished 
her presentation by holding 
up an ear of corn and asking 
the kids if they knew where 
the seeds were.

“Inside,” 3-year-old Cam-
eron said.

“No,” Forbes said. “They 
are outside. We all eat these 
seeds.”

Forbes is part of the Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension 

Master Gardeners of Chau-
tauqua County, a 60-person 
effort to educate the commu-
nity on healthy living, and to 
“show folks how to do gar-
dening,” she said. 

A registered nurse for 
most her life, Forbes spent 
her free time in her garden, 
tending everything from 
pineapple sage to cucum-
bers. She now works in out-
reach, and is involved in the 
Farm 2 School initiative, a 
program that promotes food 
literacy for children, aiming 
to connect kids closer to the 
places where their produce 
comes from.

She said that this literacy 
is extremely important at a 

young age.
“Studies show that, if chil-

dren are shown how to grow 
their own food when they’re 
young, they are more likely 
to eat healthier when they’re 
older,” she said.

And with the literate, 
Forbes said, comes the unfor-
tunate gardening-illiterate.

“A lot of folks, I’ve dis-
covered, are surprised when 

they find out that the seeds 
from corn are on the out-
side,” she said.

Forbes also talked about 
how many novice garden-
ers give up too easily on a 
garden that’s comparable to 
that of a master. She recom-
mends for kids and older 
newcomers alike to “start 
small,” with just one or two 
plants, as what’s important 

for younger gardeners is that 
they “simply have an out-
come to see,” a sunflower 
from their seed.

The master gardener af-
firms that her art should be 
anything but intimidating, 
especially for children.

“There’s two types of 
people in the world,” Forbes 
said. “Gardeners and poten-
tial gardeners.”

CHILDREN’S 
SCHOOL 
RECEIVES 
ADVICE ON 
HOW TO ‘GROW 
YOUR GARDEN’

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

TOP LEFT: Janet Forbes reads a book to children at Children’s School about seeds.
TOP RIGHT: Forbes shows children the inside of a royal burgundy bean to expose its seeds.
ABOVE: Forbes shows children the inside of a blueberry.
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It’s 8 a.m. on a monsoon 
Monday morning at the 
Amphitheater, rain sheeting 
down as puddles circle the 
venue’s concrete rim. Most 
of the 12 morning ushers are 
already here, seeing and do-
ing what needs to be done 
without being asked.

One usher pushes the 
pooling water outside the 
Amp and down the hill. 
Another checks the first-
aid kits. Others make sure 
the hearing assistance de-
vices are in good order and 
tidy up the heavy stacks of 
morning worship books. 
Weekly activity schedules 
from the Daily are available 
so everyone knows what’s 
ahead this week. Pieces of 
paper for written audience 
questions are gathered.

Chautauqua’s dandy 
dozen swings into action 
for another hectic week of 
managing the Institution’s 
morning worship, morning 
lecture and afternoon De-
partment of Religion Inter-
faith Lecture Series at the 
Hall of Philosophy.

Monday supervisor 
Cathy Floriani gathers her 
gang at around 8:30 a.m., 
and they go over the day’s 
special challenges. Every-
one listens attentively.

Then they all scatter to 
their various posts around 
the Amp and the gazebo. 
Morning worshippers will 
be here soon.

Floriani is now in her 
ninth season as an usher, 
but she has been visiting 
Chautauqua for 53 years. 
She supervises morning 
ushers Monday and Thurs-
day. Marlene Thibault, who 
has been an usher for 24 
years, takes over Tuesday 
and Friday. Sixteen-year 
veteran Sally Aamot is in 

charge Wednesdays.
Floriani said the current 

supervisory system simply 
evolved. 

“Years ago, there was one 
lady in charge,” she said. 
“Then she retired, and the 
five who were left shared 
daily supervisory responsi-
bilities. When two of them 
left, the three of us devised 
the current system. Thank 
goodness our numbers 
grew so we can handle our 
duties. … We are all adults 
here. We all get along really 
well, and everyone shares 
responsibility for doing our 
jobs well. We are always 
pleased to see each other at 
the beginning of every new 
week.”

Aamot shares responsi-
bility for the preferred eve-
ning concert seating with 
Floriani. Thibault is a man-
ager at the Carey Cottage 
Inn on the grounds.

Eleven members of the 
ushers’ ranks are women. 
The exception, John “Jay” 
Peterson, “helps us a lot 
with the heavy lifting, espe-
cially the morning worship 
books,” Floriani said.

The morning worship 
books present special chal-
lenges. Stacked on carts, 
they are distributed to the 
faithful as they enter the 
Amp, but must be collected 
after the service concludes. 
It is not unusual for attend-
ees to clutch the books as 
they depart. The ushers try 
to be gentle as they recover 
the books.

“You should see some of 
the stuff people have writ-
ten or cribbed into the wor-
ship books,” Floriani said. 
“They often look like well-
used college textbooks.”

There are days when 200 
hearing devices are distrib-
uted in the morning. These 
have to be charged in ad-

vance and returned when 
the service or lecture con-
cludes.

“Our ushers scan people 
in and out every day,” said 
Jen Jansen, overall usher 
supervisor and Program 
Office assistant. “There are 
judgment calls for them to 
make all the time. They have 
to rely on instinct and expe-
rience to decide whether the 
person in front of them has 
really forgotten their pass 
— and they have to decide 
quickly, because there is al-
ways a line of others waiting 
behind.”

As Amp house manager 
for the past 15 years, Jansen 
has supervised hundreds of 
ushers. 

“I’ve only had to fire one 
of them, and I’ve only asked 
a handful not to return the 
next year,” she said. “There 
seems to be a good self-se-
lection process among the 
ushers. Those who love peo-
ple usually love the job and 
may stay a long time. Others 
will just not return.”

Overall, Jansen said the 
median experience level is 
about three years.

Vice President and Direc-
tor of Programming Marty 
Merkley wasn’t absolutely 
certain when the Institu-
tion began using ushers at 
performance venues, but 
hazarded a guess that the 
first ushers may have begun 
working at the Amp in the 
1950s, when the Institution 
began offering live popular 
music performances.

Merkley said a vexing 
problem for all of the Insti-
tution’s ushers is the chang-
ing view of space among au-
diences. 

“More and more, people 
care more about their own 
personal space than about 
the greater public space,” he 
said. “I know this problem 
exists throughout society, 
but here at Chautauqua we 
see it most often with either 
devices or seat saving. The 
ushers will get complaints 
from across an aisle about 
keyboard tapping, for in-

stance. And we have had 
numerous near-fistfights 
over seat saving. Some have 
involved very elderly peo-
ple. The ushers are our first 
line of defense. They have to 
rely, first and foremost, on 
their own common sense in 
defusing tense situations.”

At the Hall of Philoso-
phy, the 2 p.m. Interfaith 
Lectures regularly draw 
big crowds that spread out 
beyond the building’s ca-
pacity of 666 to include ad-
jacent lawns and curbsides. 
Second-year usher Sarah 
Schmitz has worked at all 
the ushered events, and ex-
periences the 2 p.m. crowd 
differently than the morn-
ing lecture patrons.

“The people at the 2 p.m. 
lectures seem much more 
opinionated,” Schmitz said. 
“Maybe it’s the relative in-
timacy due to much smaller 
audience size, and certainly 
the direct question format is 
influential, but when Chau-
tauquans line up to question 
the speaker, we notice that 
the sequence is often: state-
ment, question, answer.”

At the Hall of Philoso-
phy on July 25, Church of 
Scientology spokesperson 
Sylvia Stanard drew 1,167 

Chautauquans, by the ush-
ers’ count. Almost before 
she finished her prepared 
remarks, 15 listeners had 
queued up to ask questions 
and make statements. 

Through it all, the ushers’ 
mutual support keeps them 
contented. A morning high-
light is what Schmitz called 
“our chat time.” A Buffalo 
State University graduate 
with a B.A. in photography, 
Schmitz relishes a few mo-
ments of quiet before things 
get hectic.

Usher Gina Burnett may 
share details of her home 
garden, and often brings 
flowers to decorate the ush-
ers’ table near Gate 4. Mon-
days, there is coffee shared 
by the nearby Presbyterian 
House. Wednesday may see 
a cookie delivery by “Pat the 
Baptist,” who thoughtfully 
brings over treats from her 
denominational house.

“These seem like little 
things, and they are, but 
they are important as we 
navigate another busy sea-
son,” Schmitz said.

For Jansen, a recent in-
cident epitomized the ush-
ers’ commitment to service, 
which has become a Chau-
tauqua hallmark. A small 

purse was inadvertently 
left in the Amp after a lec-
ture. An usher found it, and 
made several attempts over 
the afternoon to see its safe 
return to the owner de-
spite no identification in the 
purse. Finally, noticing Brat-
ton Theater tickets for that 
evening’s performance, the 
usher went to the theater be-
forehand, and identified the 
grateful owner.

Over the course of the 
long nine-week season, au-
dience members will faint. 
Many more serious medical 
incidents will occur. There 
will be pratfalls of various 
kinds. Eighty-year-olds will 
look everywhere but in their 
ear for a missing hearing aid 
device. The Fourth of July 
will feature hundreds of in-
quiries about the purpose of 
the bags at the evening con-
cert.

The ushers will be star-
tled anew by profanity from 
unlikely sources. 

“They didn’t do this last 
year” will be offered as a de-
fense against various trans-
gressions. The ushers will 
smile and try to keep the 
peace. 

Odds are they will suc-
ceed. 

The Dandy Dozen

AMANDA MAINUGY | Staff Photographer

TOP LEFT: Ushers share leadership duties, which involves briefing morning ushers of their 
responsibilities and delegating gate assignments. TOP RIGHT: At their daily morning chat, morning 
and afternoon ushers gather for their meeting and discuss the day’s goings-on and agendas for 
lectures, occasionally snacking on baked goods. ABOVE: On days with inclement weather, it is the 
ushers’ job to squeegee the rain from the gates, as programs take place rain or shine.

Usher staff uses common sense, people skills to 
maintain order at Chautauqua’s main venues
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Dance Innovations soars, sets new standards for company

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

The Charlotte Ballet performed Dance Innovations Wednesday in the Amphitheater. Clockwise from top left: During the world premiere of “Environment,” dancers surround a Mother Earth figure in a 
large white skirt, using the fabric as a prop. Sarah Hayes Harkins, Anna Gerberich and Chelsea Dumas perform “There Again Not Slowly,” dancing to music from Chemical Brothers and Aphex Twin. In 
“Environment,” Charlotte Ballet apprentice Samantha Griffin donned the large white skirt other dancers manipulated with their movements. Addul Manzano and Gerberich dance during “Chaconne.”

R E V I E W
Jane Vranish
Guest Critic

Charlotte Ballet (formerly North 
Carolina Dance Theatre) built 
its reputation on George Bal-
anchine’s nimble neoclassical 

lines, filtered through the combined joie de 
vivre of Jean-Pierre Bonnefoux and Patricia 
McBride.

The pair then introduced Dwight Rho-
den to the mix, himself a proponent of Al-
vin Ailey’s generous audience appeal in 
the modern dance idiom. During his foray 
into contemporary ballet, both with Char-
lotte and his own company, Complexions, 
he took the Balanchine style to new ex-
tremes, refracting the dance into a prism 
of colorful moves. 

That was more than 20 ballets ago.
But the Rhoden effect was never clearer 

than in Wednesday night’s Dance Innova-
tions at the Amphitheater. Along with Sa-
sha Janes and Mark Diamond, these three 
choreographers have created a definitive 
style for the Charlotte company. 

At its best, this very attractive group 
is bold but never brassy, where the danc-
ers like to tap an unending ribbon of ex-
citement for the audience. And while the 
dancers have an undeniable foundation in 
ballet, they extract contemporary serpen-
tine moves that both explode like spitfire 
and explore new territory in a rich dance 
continuum.

By now, there are some things that are 
akin to each other, where the performers 
may slide into a position, whirl in spiral-
ing variations of pirouettes and, above all, 
relish daring lifts — the inevitable result 
of cross-fertilization.

Mr. Rhoden, whose movement takes its 
inspiration from an inner, highly complex 
rhythm, was represented this time by “Sit 

In, Stand Out,” a tribute to the civil rights 
movement and enhanced by photos of the 
time. One read, “Everybody wants free-
dom!” Another said, “Discrimination is 
not Christian.”

They were familiar, yet still haunting 
and always necessary to serve as a re-
minder.

The dancers used chairs that might 
have been bus seats, a food counter for 
blacks only or church pews to gather and 
mourn. They also staged their own sit-in.

The ballet was divided into three seg-
ments: “Active,” “Activate” and “Activ-
ism.” They gradually escalated, mostly 
driven by Max Roach’s dangerous percus-
sive score, interspersed with snippets of 
Martin Luther King Jr. speeches and, at 
one point, burning crosses and piercing 
screams, all of which climaxed with Nina 
Simone’s lynching song, “Strange Fruit.”

Yearning arabesques were replaced by 
flailing arms, even during leaps. There 
was no holding back in this ballet and no 
mistaking its message.

Mr. Diamond opened the program with 
“There Again Not Slowly,” an uninhibited 
dance club piece that is one of his best. Mr. 
Diamond usually concentrates on theat-
rics and drama. But here that meant a daz-
zling necklace of cool moves — Anna Ger-
berich’s hard-hitting, almost rap-natured 
solo to open, then twizzles and pirouettes 
spinning from the heel — sometimes at 
the expense of a more taut movement 
structure where signature moves bind 
things together.

Nonetheless, the dancers were able to 
let loose and enjoy, much to the delight of 
the audience.

For balance, Mr. Janes offered the pu-
rity of “Chaconne,” set to the final move-
ment of Bach’s Partita No. 2 for Solo Violin 
in D minor (for those interested, it was the 
Hilary Hahn version).

This was a challenge, since the work 
is generally regarded as one of the fin-
est musical compositions ever produced. 
Sometimes that can overshadow the cho-
reography.

But Mr. Janes has an inherently musi-
cal style that captured the rapture of the 
phrasing, the ebb and flow. It was some-
thing that obviously inspired the dancers, 
who unequivocally attached themselves to 
each moment. So the men were strong and 
clean here, the women sometimes walking 
on air (with their unwavering assistance), 
a melding of the arts.

Kudos to the company for bringing a 
black ribbon backdrop that allowed for 
an unusual exploration of entrances — 
sometimes an arm or a leg — and exits 
that could swallow the performers whole. 
Although it could have used a black cur-
tain behind it instead of the blue cloth 
that stretched across the back, the ribbons 
were still impressive. 

With that, plus the emotional photo-
graphic slideshow from “Sit In, Stand 
Out” and more complex lighting that cast 
mysterious shadows, this program set a 
new technical standard for Chautauquan 
dance programming.

It all continued into the finale, a world 
premiere and collaborative effort that, 
with projects like The Romeo & Juliet Project 
last year and Go West! last week, is becom-
ing a compelling way to set Chautauqua 
apart. This time, it was A Far Cry, a tal-
ented, Boston-based string ensemble of 
18 young professional musicians who im-
pressed Chautauquans two years ago and 
were wisely invited back for an encore 

performance of Benjamin Britten’s “Varia-
tions on a Theme of Frank Bridge” with 
the Charlotte Ballet.

Mr. Janes and Mr. Diamond served as 
co-choreographers for the piece, which 
was given the title “Environment,” a topic 
the company revisits regularly and so ap-
propriate given Chautauqua’s surround-
ings.

Although the work was originally an 
11-movement depiction of Mr. Bridge’s 
personality, arch with British whimsy and 
wit, most of it could translate to elements 
of nature — like clouds, water and like — 
although not with any specificity.

The main interest lay in the seesaw 
participation of the musical Mr. Janes and 
the theatrical Mr. Diamond for this pièce 
d’occasion. Conceivably, it was Mr. Dia-
mond’s contribution to use a large white 
rectangular skirt worn by a young Mother 
Earth figure. That set a heavenly, billow-
ing atmosphere, although the performers 
could have kept the hemline of the skirt 
closer to the floor so that the audience 
could not see any other dancers.

It had charm during Ms. Gerberich’s 
abundant swirling solo and a reflective 
intimacy in the duet for Sarah Hayes Har-
kins and Pete Leo Walker, although the 
comedic jumble of the Rossini-esque Ital-
ian section and fluttering swan parody fell 
flat.

On the whole, the give-and-take be-
tween Mr. Janes and Mr. Diamond seg-
ued with a surprising fluidity. And when 
Mother Earth was lifted in the final tab-
leaux, this “Environment” encompassed a 
poetic nature all its own.

Jane Vranish is a former dance critic for 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and continues 
there as a contributing writer. Her stories can 
be read on the dance blog “Cross Currents” at 
pittsburghcrosscurrents.com.
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Some love it for the exercise, 
some for the competition and 
some for the commemorative 
t-shirt. But no matter what the 
reason, the annual old First 
night Run/Walk/Swim is a be-
loved and honored tradition at 
Chautauqua institution.

ERA team VP Real Estate & 
Vacation Rentals — formerly 
Vacation Properties Group — 
and DFt Communications, 
Partners in technology, are un-
derwriting this year’s race.

“our business started in 
Chautauqua back in the early 
1980s, and we made the deci-
sion early on that we wanted 
to support Chautauqua’s mis-
sion,” said Bill Soffel, ERA 
team VP broker/CEo. “When 
we were presented with the op-
portunity to support the old 
First night Run, it not only gave 
us the chance to partner with 
Chautauqua financially, but 
also with the entire Chautau-
qua community by underwrit-
ing an event that gets great par-
ticipation from Chautauquans.”

A leading residential and 
second homes real estate com-
pany in Chautauqua County, 
ERA team VP has hopes to con-
tinue its relationship with the 
institution in the years to come.

“We have been very fortu-
nate over the years to experi-
ence company growth both 
within Chautauqua as well as 
throughout the Chautauqua 
Lake region and the Southern 
tier of Western new york, but 
Chautauqua [institution] re-
mains our base and a highly 
important community to the 
company, as well our agents 
and employees,” Soffel said. 
“We are very excited about our 
support of this year’s old First 
night Run, and we look for-
ward to continuing our support 
of the event in the future.”

DFt Communications is a 
sponsor of the “Around the 
World” race, which comple-
ments the traditional on-the-
grounds event. 

“When the race expanded 
last year to include runners 
anywhere in the world who 
wanted to be part of the vir-
tual old First night race, we at 
DFt Communications knew we 
wanted to be a part of this tech-
nology-centered event,” said 
Ellen Ditonto, director of sales 
and business development for 
DFt.

this is the second year that 
DFt has helped upgrade the 
event with various technologi-
cal improvements. 

“this year, we hope that 
even more runners will use 
web-based technology to reg-
ister, record their race results 
and send photos of themselves 
running in their old First night 
race t-shirt,” Ditonto said. “As a 
technology-solutions provider, 
DFt Communications services 
Chautauqua institution’s voice, 
data, networking, equipment 
and security needs. DFt knows 
how important technology is in 
our everyday lives and we are 
proud to celebrate technology 
as part of this annual event.”

ERA Team 
VP and DFT 
underwrite 
Old First 
Night Run/
Walk/Swim

For Chautauquans, Old First Night 
race is a traditional family affair

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Clockwise from top left, the Halford family; the Chubb family; the Ritacco family; the Greenstein family. Photos except for above right provided by the families.

Mike kasarda
Staff Writer

“the old First night race is one 
of three or four events that, over 
the last 20 or 30 years, has become 
one of the key elements of Chautau-
qua,” said Paul Ritacco, a longtime 
Chautauquan. “it embodies what 
this place is all about: tradition, es-
pecially family tradition.”

the Run/Walk portion of the an-
nual old First night event begins 
at 9 a.m. Saturday in front of the 
Sports Club.

Since Peggy ulasewicz adopted 
the event as her personal project 26 
years ago, the Run/Walk/Swim has 
flourished into the all-inclusive cli-
max of the Chautauquan summer.

But one element remains con-
stant. old First night is a family 
affair.

Ritacco has been participating in 
the race since he was 12 years old. 
In 1997, he first walked with his 
wife, Krista, just months after they 
walked down the aisle.

“i married into the Chautauqua 
community, so for me, it was an 
opportunity to become personally 
connected to Chautauqua,” Krista 
said. “it was a way for me to start 
my own tradition here.”

now with two boys, Paul Jr. and 
Christian, they are thrilled to all 
walk together for the first time Sat-
urday.

“i’m going to do the race every 
year,” Paul Jr. said. “And i’m going 
to start running soon.”

“me too,” Christian added.
the Ritacco boys grew up watch-

ing their first races from the seat of 
their stroller, and they certainly 
aren’t the only ones.

Cathy and John Chubb’s chil-
dren have run the perambulatory 
gamut.

“there were years when Will 
was in the baby carrier, nate was in 

the stroller and Emma was walking 
along side us,” Cathy said.

now Emma, the Chubb’s oldest 
child, runs in the old First night 
race to prepare for cross-country 
season. Her response is almost re-
flexive when asked what her favor-
ite sport is and even more so when 
someone inquires about her favor-
ite race.

“old First night is my favorite 
race all year,” she said. “in one as-
pect, all my family can do it. Also, 
i’m not just surrounded by team-
mates. i’m surrounded by Chau-
tauquans of all generations. i get to 
run with all different types of peo-
ple and all my friends from here.”

the Halford family from Atlanta 
is also keen on the multi-genera-
tional aspect of the race. this year, 
trent Halford will be racing with 
his two boys, Emory and Preston, 
as well as his father, travis.

“i remember running around 
the neighborhood with my dad 
when i was younger,” trent said. 
“now, my boys are old enough to 
run the race, so there will be three 
generations of Halfords running on 
the grounds on Saturday morning.”

unlike the Chubbs and Ritac-
cos, the Halfords are not full-season 
Chautauquans. Travis first fell in 
love with Chautauqua in the mid-
2000s. it was “only three or four years 
ago” that trent decided to bring his 
family to a Chautauquan Fourth of 
July for the first time. Since then, the 
Halfords have made a point to plan a 
yearly trip to the institution.

“the kids loved it when they 
first came to Chautauqua, and they 
immediately wanted to do Boys’ 
Club,” trent said. “the race is the 
reason we come up this specific 
week every year. We always try to 
time it for old First night.”

the Greensteins share a particu-
lar affinity for this part of the sea-
son as well. 

Julie Greenstein grew up coming 
to her family’s summer home on 
the grounds. For two weeks in Au-
gust, she returns to the institution 
with her husband Gary and her 
twin daughters maddy and Siddy. 
Last year’s race was their first time 
running in the old First night 5K 
as a family.

“Going to Chautauqua has al-
ways been a tradition for our fam-
ily,” Julie said. “now we want to 
make running in oFn a tradition, 
too. It’s just a great way to kick off 
our two week vacation.

Although the family starts out 
running together, Julie admits they 
all run at their own pace and even-
tually mingle individually through 
the throng.

“Last year, i was waiting for 
Maddy to catch up so we could fin-
ish together,” Julie said. “then she 
sprinted past me and beat me to the 
finish line.”

the Greenstein girls participate 
in a running program called Girls 
on the Run, which teaches them 
how to run long-distance. Julie 
thinks their training may give the 
girls a leg up this year.

“they’re probably the most pre-
pared out of all of us,” she said.

As the 2.7-mile race has gained 
renown in recent year, many seri-
ous competitors show up to beat 
their best times, or be the best time. 
this amicable yet competitive spirit 
is a hallmark of the institution’s 
recreation pillar.

“this is the boys’ second year 
running, and i have a feeling it’s 
going to be a very competitive race 
between them,” trent Greenstein 
said. “Last year, my 11-year-old ran 
so hard he threw up. i was really 
proud of him for that.”

Even though Emma Chubb is a 
seasoned distance runner, she ad-
mits that the course is strenuous.

“It’s definitely challenging,” she 

said. “The first hill is the worst part, 
but it flattens out from there. Then 
you get to finish running downhill 
along the lake.”

not everybody is in it for the 
competitive aspect, though. the 
course provides a bucolic tour of 
the institution grounds as well as 
an occasion to socialize and see 
family and Chautauqua friends, old 
and new.

“there are some great athletes 
that run the race, but it’s not just for 
the people who want to compete,” 
John said. “We all love being active, 
and it’s great to have your friends 
and family all running with you.

Cathy Chubb feels that she 
doesn’t even have to walk or run to 
be part of the race.

“Even if i’m not participating ac-
tively in the race, i can still feel con-
tribute by watching and cheering 
everybody one,” she said. “i love 
the excitement of watching my kids 
finish the race.”

in fact, many Chautauquans 
take part in the old First night fes-
tivities without lacing up a pair of 
running shoes.

“As you go around on the race 
route, so many people are out in 
their yards cheering people on, 
running water stations or playing 
music,” Paul Ritacco said.

“my grandma and grandpa wait 
for us down at the finish line,” Paul 
Jr. said.

in whatever form or fashion, 
Chautauquans all feel compelled to 
take part in this valued custom. in 
multiple aspects — socially, com-
petitively, traditionally — old First 
night embodies the Chautauqua 
concept.

“it can be really hard to explain 
the sense of community Chautau-
qua provides,” Ritacco said. “it’s 
really a highlight of our summer.”

“it’s the highlight of our year,” 
said Julie Greenstein.



Mark Oprea
Staff Writer

It was shortly after a bloody 
battle near Gaines’ Mill, Vir-
ginia, in June 1862, when 
Oliver Willcox Norton settled 
with his Third Brigade along-
side the James River. With 236 
men lost to Confederate sol-
diers — along with Norton’s 
two best friends, Henry and 
Denison — the company slept 
with low spirits.

In July of the same year, 
they woke to the sound of 
Norton’s bugle call, written 
on the battlefield by Daniel 
Butterfield, general of the 
Third Brigade. What was then 
musically memorable for the 
Army of the Potomac is now 
commonly known today as 
“Taps.”

Norton, a Civil War soldier, 
teacher and musician, was the 
first bugler to ever play Taps, 
and is often celebrated for his 
historical legacy that spans 
from Jacksonville, Florida, 
to Chautauqua Lake. Also a 
talented writer, Norton re-
corded the movement of his 
brigade throughout the hor-
rors and triumphs of the Civil 
War, compiled in a book titled 
Army Letters, first published 
more than a century ago.

Today, the original letters 
are nowhere to be found.

In the 1990s, Jari Villanue-
va, bugler and Taps historian, 
traveled to Sherman, New 
York, for research on his book 
Twenty-Four Notes that Tap Deep 
Emotions: The Story of America’s 
Most Famous Bugle Call. One 
of “the country’s foremost ex-
pert on military bugle calls,” 
Villanueva has been studying 
Norton’s life closely for de-
cades. He will be giving a pre-
sentation at 11 a.m. Saturday 
in Sherman about the history 
of the famed bugle call during 
the 31st Annual Sherman Day 
celebration.

At first, Villanueva thought 
he knew the current where-
abouts of the letters. He fig-
ures they would still be at the 
same Sherman Library, where 
he photocopied them 20 years 
ago. But, on second thought, 
he’s not entirely certain.

“I still have no idea,” he 
said.

The history of the Norton 
family is a one heavily en-
twined with the land around 
Chautauqua. Norton’s father, 
Oliver William Norton, a trav-
eling Presbyterian preacher, 
stopped in the area frequently 

for camp meetings. His sister, 
Elizabeth “Libby” Norton, 
settled in Sherman after mar-
rying a farmer, and started a 
women’s club. After the war, 
she and Norton (“O.W.” to 
family members) helped to 
build the Sherman Library, 
along with Sherman First 
Electric and Water. This small 
town in Chautauqua County 
is also the location where 
most of Norton’s letters were 
addressed.

“Basically, he was very 
philanthropic to our town,” 
said Jennifer TeWinkle, owner 
of a bed and breakfast and 
member of the Sherman Day 
Committee.

TeWinkle, who joined the 
committee after hearing about 
the missing letters, has played 
a significant role in aiding 
Norton researchers and oth-
ers interested in the family’s 
history. She said that although 
she might have leads to what 
happened to Norton’s let-
ters, it isn’t easy to go around 
pointing fingers.

“We have a feeling we 

know what happened to 
them,” she said. In the end, 
she said, “It’s very heartbreak-
ing to the [Norton] family. 
It’s a shame and an absolute 
crime.”

It was only after the war 
when the Norton family be-
gan making a presence in 
Chautauqua County. Norton 
first heard about the place 
from Col. Strong Vincent, 
who later died at the Battle of 
Gettysburg. Vincent’s cousin, 
John Heyl Vincent, a bishop 
from Alabama, would move 
from Chicago to start the 
Chautauqua Movement a de-
cade later. It was this connec-
tion between the two families, 
Villanueva said, “that brought 
Norton to Chautauqua.”

As Norton began spend-
ing his summers with the 
Chautauqua Assembly, the 
bugle call was being played 
as the definite “lights out” 
routine across brigades na-
tionwide (“Put out the lights, 
go to sleep, go to sleep, go to 
sleep”). In 1891, it landed in 
the official U.S. Army regula-
tions for bugle calls. But long 
before then, Norton wrote in 
1893, the originally named 
“Butterfield’s Brigade Call” 
was “known by all troops of 
the Army of the Potomac,” as 
the “brigade which marched 
to its music [and] was always 
respected and welcomed by 
its comrades in arms.”

Norton’s great-grand-
daughter, Cynthia Norton, 
said that what is now com-
monly known as Taps made 
Oliver Willcox Norton into a 

famous buglist to “only some 
degree.”

“And, of course,” she said, 
“it’s the incredible staying 
power of that music.”

Cynthia Norton, a painter 
and designer currently liv-
ing in the Institution, has, like 
many of her great-grandfa-
ther’s admirers, been looking 
for the whereabouts of his let-
ters. 

And, like all, she has come 
up short.

Although Norton was the 
person who “made the con-
nection” to Chautauqua, Cyn-
thia Norton said, it was her fa-
ther, Ralph Norton, who was 
“the first one to stay.” Like 
his father, Ralph Norton was 
an admirer of art and music, 
and an impassioned “man of 
ideas.” When he became pres-
ident of the Institution in the 
1940s, he donated the foun-
tain in the newly named Be-
stor Plaza to match his father’s 
landmark, Norton Hall. The 
latter, Cynthia Norton said, 
with its homage to Greek my-
thology and love of the arts, 
“represents the trajectory of 
[Norton’s] life,” which her fa-
ther continued until he died a 
decade later in 1953.

But it is the story of her 
great-grandfather that still, to 
this day, hold many in capti-
vation.

This year, an opera called 
Norton: A Civil War Opera pre-
miered at the Loudoun Lyric 
Opera in Virginia. Written by 
composer David E. Chávez 
and librettist Meredith Bean 
McMath, Norton sheds light 

on the relationship between 
Norton and his sister, and 
portrays the soldier as a 
keen-minded buglist. If any-
thing, it’s a story that revolves 
around the birth of 24 notes.

Keeping in mind its sol-
emn tone, Taps had nothing to 
do with funerals until it was 
played at Gen. Butterfield’s 
funeral at West Point in 1893, 
which “bid a fine farewell to 
its author,” as Norton wrote. 
Until then, the melancholic 

melody of the “Butterfield Bri-
gade” had a less significant 
meaning. 

And ever since Oliver Will-
cox Norton himself died in 
1920, with his ashes suppos-
edly spread out around Chau-
tauqua Lake, historians like 
Villanueva wonder if the call 
was played to put to rest the 
first man to blow it.

“I’m not sure,” Villanueva 
said. “And if they didn’t, they 
sure should have.”
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An editorial in the Chautauqua Assembly Herald on 
July 29, 1896, acknowledged the admirable lecture 
that Professor William James, the psychologist from 
Harvard, gave the previous week on July 24. 

It was titled “Psychology and Relaxation,” and it asserted 
that Americans, maybe Chautauquan Americans more than 
others, needed more relaxation than did other people.

The editor’s synopsis of James’ talk indicated that “we do 
not know the psychology of letting go and resting. We die in 
harness, ‘worry through things,’ perhaps die young when we 
ought to live long and happily.”

The editor’s purpose was not just to praise James but to 
praise Americanized Delsarte culture, a system of education 
and expression originated in France by François Delsarte and 
adapted for Chautauqua by Emily M. Bishop.

“To understand this and to see how the control, use and 
expression of the body is a means of gaining and keeping 
health, we must observe that Mrs. Bishop employs gymnas-
tics as a means of health as well as a mode of expression,” the 
editorial reported.

Bishop’s system taught a most economic use of the body, 
using it in everyday life with ease and grace and precision. 

While ostensibly of benefit to men and women alike, the ed-
itor indicated Delsarte to be of special importance to women. 

“There is no reproach in charm, in grace and beauty,” the 
editorial read. “Your trained girl, mistress of herself, queen 
of a cultured body, she whose every step is grace and every 
gesture beautiful, is and may be the sweeter, finer woman, the 
saner spirit, the more lovely soul, because of her trained body 
and not in spite of it. She may be charmer and saint, scholar 
and athlete, Minerva and Diana all in one — and be yet a 
woman.”

If, indeed, Bishop’s school of expression had special impor-
tance to women, it did not deter William James from partici-
pating in it. In his Chautauqua: A Center for Education, Religion 
and the Arts in America, Theodore Morrison wrote that “James 
gave himself a sufficiently thorough dose of Chautauqua,” 
including Delsarte. 

Drawing on James’ letters to his wife, Morrison reported 
that, one day, James went to four lectures, one of which was 
on breadmaking. 

“ ‘One was on walking, by a graceful young Delsartian, 
who showed us a lot,’ ” James wrote.

He also took a lesson in roasting, in Delsarte, “and I made 
with my own fair hands a beautiful loaf of graham bread with 
some rolls, long, flute-like, and delicious.’ ”

In the Oliver Archives resides a photo of Bishop in the ex-

pression of what she called harmonic gymnastics. She is bent 
at the waist a clean 90 degrees, her legs and back straight, her 
right arm touching the outside of her right buttoned shoe, her 
left arm behind her, poised just above the slant of her back. 
Her head tilted up slightly and in profile, but her face toward 
the ground, her eyes aimed just ahead of herself; she wore a 
modest, satisfied smile. Harmonic gymnastics was a kind of 
Victorian tai chi.

James would have approved of Bishop’s measured and 
disciplined pose. In his talk on psychology and relaxation, he 
cited Clouston, “a trained reader of the secrets of the soul as ex-
pressed upon the countenance,” a mad-doctor, some called him, 
otherwise known as an asylum doctor. He was from Scotland.

“You Americans wear too much expression on your faces,” 
Clouston said. “You are living like an army with all its re-
serves engaged in action.” 

Clouston thought the reserved countenances of the British 
more healthy, suggesting “ ‘stores of reserved, nervous force to 
fall back upon, if any occasion should arise that requires it.’ ”

Opposed to Clouston, James said many Americans, far 
from deploring it, admired the “wild-eyed look upon the faces 
of their compatriots, either of too desperate eagerness and 
anxiety, or of too intense responsiveness and good will.”

James called it a “bottled-lightning quality, in us Ameri-
cans.” It might have had to do with the dryness of the climate, 
and the “acrobatic performances of our thermometer, coupled 
with the extraordinary progressiveness of our life, the hard 
work, the railroad-speed, the rapid success, and all the other 
things we know so well by hearsay.”

Whatever its source, James thought the American character 
was weakened by this “over-tension,” and people must begin 
to change themselves. 

“We must change ourselves from a race that admires jerk 
and snap for their own sakes, and looks down upon low 
voices and quiet ways as dull, to one that on the contrary has 
calm for its ideal, and for their own sakes loves harmony, 
dignity and ease,” he said.

James recommended a return to the psychology of imita-

tions: “some of us setting an example which the others may 
pick up and imitate.” 

In New York there was a society for the improvement of 
our national voice. In Boston, Annie Payson Call had devel-
oped a gospel of relaxation and published a book on it titled 
Power Through Repose.

The Chautauqua audience, and the Chautauqua students 
with whom James had had contact, were of a particular inten-
sity, indeed. Morrison expected it was a frame of mind natural 
to an institution “that began as a Sunday school training 
center and put a heavy premium on self-improvement and the 
pursuit of culture.”

James thought the very thing that energized such a mind, 
might also cripple it. 

“I’ve been meeting minds so earnest and helpless that it 
takes them half an hour to get from one idea to its immediate-
ly adjacent neighbor,” he wrote to his wife. “And when they’ve 
got to the next idea, they lie down on it with their whole 
weight and can get no farther, like a cow on a doormat, so that 
you can get neither in nor out with them.”

But what could James do to help his audience relax? Toward 
the end of his lecture on psychology and relaxation he said he 
feared that, “some individual here amongst you, my fair hear-
ers, may be making an undying resolve to become strenuously 
relax, cost what it will, for the remainder of her life.”

Instead, the thing to do was paradoxical. Better “genuinely 
not to care whether you are doing it or not.” And in such not-
caring, “you may all at once find that you are doing it”: Relax-
ing. Reposing. Releasing the cap on the bottled lightning.

As for James, he himself had had enough relaxation and 
repose. He had come to Chautauqua for a day, out of curiosity, 
he had said, and he had stayed for a week. 

But in the end, he wrote to his wife that “this Chautauqua 
week … has been a real success. I have learned a lot, but I’m 
glad to get into something less blameless. … The flash of a pis-
tol, a dagger, or a devilish eye, anything to break the unlovely 
level of 10,000 good people.”

So much for relaxing the bottled lightning.
Postscript: In the July 25, 1896, “Drift of the Day,” a Herald 

reporter wrote the following: “At the close of Prof. James’s 
lecture yesterday his audience instantly forgot what had 
just been said about ‘bottled lightning’ and a ‘too strenuous 
relaxation.’ Those who wished front seats promptly unbottled 
their lightning and rushed down the aisles, while the speed of 
those departing was strenuously relaxed, so Prof. Baskerville 
was introduced amid a scene of needless confusion.”

column by george Cooper

The Daily Record

Delsarte culture at Chautauqua: A harmonic conversation

Norton historians lament missing Civil War letters

NortoN
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the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center workshops for Week 
seven will center on the im-
pact that travel has on writ-
ing and the importance of 
preserving moments.

Prose writers-in-resi-
dence, Jim Hunt and linda 
lawrence Hunt, will lead a 
workshop called “transfor-
mative travel: A Wellspring 
for Growth,” and poet-in-
residence Charlotte Mat-
thews will lead a workshop 
called “Keeping the Moment 
Alive.” Hunt, lawrence Hunt 
and Matthews will also give 
readings at 3:30 p.m. sunday 
on the porch of the literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall.

Husband and wife Jim 
Hunt and linda lawrence 
Hunt have had separate ca-
reers, but lawrence Hunt 
said that they do enjoy col-
laborating, especially when 
it comes to teaching about 
travel.

“We’re very different in 
our styles,” she said. “it’s 
kind of fun.”

Hunt and lawrence 
Hunt co-founded the Krista 
Foundation for Global Citi-
zenship, which they estab-
lished after the death of their 
daughter, who was killed at 

age 25 while volunteering in 
Bolivia. lawrence Hunt said 
one of the goals of the Krista 
Foundation is to teach others 
about the impact travel can 
have on their lives, some-
thing she hopes their work-
shop will do as well.

“What we’re going to be 
working with is the travel 
experiences that the people 
who come to the workshop 
have had,” she said. “trav-
el can be defined in lots of 
ways. it does not mean that 
you have to take a huge, ex-
otic trip.”

lawrence Hunt said that 
the class will examine a wide 
range of travel writing so 
they can see the effect it can 
have on the writing of others. 
she noted Cheryl strayed and 
Maya Angelou as authors 
who both write about travel, 
just in different ways.

“We’ll be pulling from a 
lot of different pieces and 
places,” she said.

she said that if people can 
begin to put meaning to their 
travel experiences, it allows 
them to more deeply under-
stand how those experiences 
have impacted them. law-
rence Hunt said she hopes 
getting students to write 
about these experiences will 
empower them.

“What i’ve learned is that 

often, students don’t have 
confidence in their writ-
ing,” she said. “they’ve been 
given some pretty negative 
messages and they just re-
peat those to themselves. But 
everyone has stories to give.”

Matthews, author of Still 
Enough to be Dreaming and 
Green Stars, will work with 
her students on honing their 
skills when it comes to pre-
serving moments in their 
writing.

“i’m talking about how 
once something of substance 
happens — an eclipse, a mo-
ment in the woods where 
you see a deer — once that 
moment passes, how do 
you keep that moment alive 
through writing?” Matthews 
said.

Matthews said her class 
will look at writers who ex-
cel at preserving those rare 
moments, citing poet Gerard 

Manley Hopkins as a prime 
example. Matthews said it is 
important to see how writers 
in the broader spectrum cre-
ate “work that is able to keep 
that moment alive and how 
to keep that moment and 
have an indelibility.”

Matthews said there will 
be a strong focus on produc-
ing writing in her workshop.

“We’ll be playing some 
games and doing exercises 
that are fun, but that end 
up producing work,” Mat-
thews said. “And hopefully 
— the word ‘inspire’ means 
to breathe life into — i think 
that those who take it will 
feel like they’ve had the vig-
or for writing breathed into 
them.”

Matthews said that being 
able to capture a moment is 
important for every writer, 
regardless of genre, which is 
something she hopes to im-

part with her students.
“i would say if we love a 

novel, or a play, or a short sto-
ry, or memoir, it’s because we 
feel kindred to it,” Matthews 
said. “We are able to be there, 
we can imagine that eclipse, 
even if we haven’t seen it. 
strong writing should be 
able to do that.”

Matthews, Hunt and law-
rence Hunt will also give 
Brown Bag lectures on the 
porch of the literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall dur-
ing the week. Matthews’ 
Brown Bag, called “A Kind 
of Devotion,” will be at 12:15 
p.m. tuesday, and Hunt and 
lawrence Hunt’s Brown Bag, 
called “two travel Narratives: 
One Famous, One Burned,” 
will be at 12:15 p.m. Friday.

Author E.l. Doctorow 
will also lead a special, one-
session master class during 
Week seven.  Doctorow is 
the author of novels such as 
Ragtime and Andrew’s Brain, 
the latter of which is the 
Chautauqua literary and 
Scientific Circle selection for 
Week seven.

Doctorow’s workshop will 
take place on Wednesday.

“What i’m going to talk 
about is where writers come 
from, and how they come up 
out of nowhere, without any 
credentials except for the self-

conferred and their interest 
in storytelling as a system of 
knowledge,” Doctorow said. 
“Stories were the first means 
in ancient history of knowing 
what was going on. so the 
history of storytelling is very 
venerable. One assumes that 
people who show up for a lec-
ture such as this are keen on 
the idea of storytelling.”

Doctorow said he plans to 
talk about the problems and 
difficulties writers face “in a 
world that basically doesn’t 
want fiction.”

“it’s an empirical world, 
and people have more regard 
for the credentialed profes-
sions than the imaginative 
professions,” Doctorow said. 
“They like to be confirmed in 
their ideas as provided by the 
sciences and religions. the 
thing about writers is that if 
they’re any good, they’re un-
affiliated, with no professed 
loyalty to any institution or 
culture, whether it’s a family, 
nation or religion.”

Doctorow hopes the mas-
ter class will be enjoyable for 
those who attend. He said 
working with others on writ-
ing is a unique experience.

“there’s a certain sort of 
gratification in giving back 
and doing for others what 
you’ve learned for yourself,” 
he said.

lawrence hunthuntmatthews

Week Seven writers to examine the impact of travel, moments

chautauquans share favorite poems
2014 Chautauqua  

Literary Arts Contests
Sponsored by Chautauqua Literary arts Friends
Chautauqua Literary Arts Contests are open to anyone who 
has spent one or more days on the grounds during the 2014 
Season. For more information call 440-554-1144. 

•	 The $100 Mary Jean Irion Award will be presented to 
the poet winning first place. 

•	 The Young Adult Award will recognize the best work 
by an author 13-17 years old.

•	 The Young Writer Award will be presented to the 
best work by an author 12 or younger.

•	 The $100 Hauser Award will be presented to the best 
story, essay, memoir, or other example of strong, 
creative prose. Both fiction and non-fiction entries are 
welcome.

•	 Poets may submit up to three original, previously 
unpublished poems. 

•	 Prose writers may submit one previously unpub-
lished manuscript of 1200 words or less.

the judges reserve the right not to award a prize in any category.
 All manuscripts must be typed and double spaced. Two cop-
ies of each entry must be submitted without a signature or 
other identifying marks and accompanied by this completed 
form. The winning entries will be considered for publication in 
Chautauqua, at the discretion of the editor. 

titles
Up to three titles for poets, only one for prose submissions 

 1. _________________________________________________

 2. _________________________________________________

 3. _________________________________________________

Name: _________________________________________ 

Email Address: ______________________________________

Home Address: ______________________________________

Phone Number: ______________________________________

Age (if you are under 18 years old): ______ 

Date(s) spent at the Chautauqua Institution: 

____________________________________________________

All entries must be mailed to: 
Chautauqua Literary Contests, PO Box 187, Chautauqua, NY 14722 
and be received by Monday, Aug. 11, 2014.

(Entries may also be dropped off at the reception desk at the Literary 
Arts Center by noon on Aug. 11.) Winners will be announced on 
Sunday, Aug. 17, following the 3:30 p.m reading on the porch of the 
Chautauqua Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. 

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

Above, Daniel Borg-Sundstrom reads “An Almost Made Up Poem” 
by Charles Bukowski during the sixth annual Pinsky Favorite Poem 
Project in the Hall of Philosophy Tuesday. Each reader read their 
favorite poem and then briefly shared why it was meaningful to 
them. At right, Lucille Jordan reads “The Guest House” by Rumi.
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Many Chautauquans 
value the Institution for its 
wealth of programming, 
opportunities and activi-
ties. For Jennifer McDowell, 
Chautauqua represents a 
haven for her and her son, 
Peter, who has Down syn-
drome.

“When I first got the cot-
tage, I was told that Chautau-
qua might not be a good place 
for a young person with a dis-
ability — that it was not set 
up for that,” McDowell said. 
“And I thought, ‘You’ve got to 
be crazy.’ This is practically the 
safest place in the world, and it 
will be great for Peter.”

As it turns out, McDowell’s 
hunch was correct.

“It is such a safe and 
friendly community,” she 
said. “Everyone on my block 
knows who Peter is and 
where he lives. They see him 

walking the dog to the bell 
tower every day or heading 
over to Smith Library with 
an armload of books and 
DVDs.”

McDowell feels that one of 
the greatest advantages to be-
ing at Chautauqua is the inde-
pendence she is able to grant 
her son, and the peace she has 
with knowing he’s secure on 
the grounds.

“We can both relax. I can 
allow him a freedom that is 
more difficult to do at home 
in Pittsburgh,” said McDow-
ell. “I live in a great commu-
nity there, but I can’t just let 
him go out on his bicycle, for 
instance. Here, I can do that. 
I can’t just let him walk to the 
theater. Here, he walks to the 
cinema and back without me 
— and gets annoyed if I try 
to follow him.”

The opportunity to be so in-
dependent has helped Peter in 
ways that McDowell had not 
anticipated.

“I think it has increased 
his confidence in doing things 
that he knows he can do, but 
I didn’t necessarily know yet 
that he could do. Any mother 
will tell you that’s often the 
case with any kid, but when 
you have a child with a dis-
ability, it’s a bigger issue,” Mc-
Dowell said. “It just clicked for 
me one day that this is one of 
the reasons that Chautauqua 
is so important to me and why 
I give now.”

McDowell said that her de-
cision to donate to the Institu-
tion is directly inspired by her 
passion to maintain the Chau-
tauqua experience and envi-
ronment she has come to love.

“We only get a one-week 
vacation together each year, so 
it needs to be great for both of 
us,” she said. “It took a year or 
two, but now I’m really confi-
dent that he’s going to be safe 
and happy and engaged here, 
and I want that to continue.”

Aside from the comfort 

she and her son experience 
here, McDowell’s favorite 
aspect of Chautauqua is the 
community itself.

“Being a single mom at 
this point in my life, Chau-
tauqua is an instant social 
and cultural setting that I 
can just drop into and go,” 
she said. “I’ve got wonderful 
neighbors all around me and 
there’s this instant access to 
all kinds of great stuff.”

McDowell has two other 
grown children and has re-
cently started a small non-
profit in Pittsburgh that fo-
cuses on issues of children’s 
nutrition and food security 
called Giving2Grow.

“I think about Chautauqua 
all year long,” she said. “Chau-
tauqua just offers me this win-
dow that’s almost ready-made 
to jump into and yet it’s always 
different. It’s very much a high 
point in my year.”

The Mr. and Mrs. William 
Uhler Follansbee Memorial 
Chaplaincy will underwrite 
the preaching of the Rev. M. 
Craig Barnes during Week 
Seven.

Follansbee’s family estab-
lished the chaplaincy in the 
mid-1960s to recognize his 
lifetime of service, which in-
cluded being a founder of the 
Brighton Road Presbyterian 
Church in Pittsburgh, an el-
der of the Shadyside Presby-
terian Church for 25 years, 
and his leadership within 
the Presbyterian Associa-
tion of Chautauqua during 
his nearly 30 years of at-
tending the Institution until 
his death in 1939.  When his 
wife, Ruth Harper Follans-
bee, died in 1976, the Chap-
laincy name was broadened 
to include her in the honor.

The Follansbees first came 

to Chautauqua in 1911 be-
cause of the Institution’s at-
traction as a family place.  
Follansbee, who founded 
and was president of the 
Follansbee Steel Company 
in Pittsburgh, spent his an-
nual two-week vacation at 
Chautauqua, commuting by 
train for the rest of the sea-
son.  The family alternated 
between staying at the Ath-
enaeum, the St. Elmo and 
a rental home at 14 Peck, 
which they purchased in 
1924. The Follansbees en-
joyed the Chautauqua Golf 
Club.  Follansbee helped in 
the efforts to save Chautau-
qua during the 1930s while 
Ruth Harper Follansbee was 
an active member of the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club and the 
Women’s Club. 

The Follansbees’ sons, 
Richard, Harper and 

“Shorty,” actively partici-
pated in Chautauqua during 
their lifetimes. Their grand-
children and great-grand-
children continue to do so.

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility of 

establishing an endowment to 
support the chaplaincy program 
or another aspect of Chautau-
qua’s program, please contact 
Karen Blozie, director of gift 
planning, at 716-357-6244 or 
email her at kblozie@ciweb.org.
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P H I L A N T H R O P Y

The Gertrude Aldredge 
Shelburne Fund and the 
Barbara Baldwin DeFrees 
Fund for the Performing 
Arts provide funding for 
Saturday’s Opera Pops 
Concert, with the Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orches-
tra and conductor Stuart 
Chafetz.

Gertrude Shelburne was 
a lifelong Chautauquan, a 
trustee of the Chautauqua 
Institution from 1974 to 
1982, and a Symphony Pa-
tron. Her family (Aldredge/
Munger) has summered at 
the Institution since 1901. 
She was baptized by Bishop 
John H. Vincent, and her fa-
ther was the first president 
of the Golf Club. She was a 
graduate of Wellesley Col-
lege and held many civic 
and cultural positions in 
Dallas including president 
of the Dallas Symphony 
Association and president 
of the Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra. She is survived 
by her children, Alice Shel-
burne Neild, Samuel A. 
Shelburne Jr., and George 
A. Shelburne, and was pre-
deceased by her husband, 
Samuel A. Shelburne Sr., 

who was a physician. Shel-
burne was a staunch ad-
vocate of maintaining and 
enhancing excellence at the 
Institution.  The piano re-
cital hall at Sherwood was 
dedicated to her mother 
and grandmother during 
the Second Century Cam-
paign.

Growing up in James-
town, Barbara Baldwin De-
Frees began visiting Chau-
tauqua as a young child 
and later studied voice and 
piano at Chautauqua.  In 
1945, she married Joseph H. 
DeFrees and as residents of 
Warren, they became regu-
lar visitors to Chautauqua. 
In the early 1970s, she or-
ganized the revival of the 
Chautauqua Opera Guild. 
DeFrees sponsored the 
“Stars of Tomorrow” con-
certs in the Amphitheater 
each year to give Chautau-
qua Opera Apprentices the 
opportunity to perform as 
soloists with the Chautau-
qua Symphony Orchestra. 
DeFrees, who served as a 
trustee of the Institution 
from 1976 to 1984, died in 
July 1992.

Follansbee Chaplaincy supports Barnes sermons

Shelburne, DeFrees funds 
support Opera Pops Concert

Chautauqua means safe haven for mother and son

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

Peter McDowell meets chimemaster Carolyn Benton at Miller Bell Tower when he takes his dog Luca for a walk. Benton always has a dog 
treat ready for Luca when she visits. 
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C L A S S I F I E D S

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dock Space available off of 
Hurst. Weeks 6, 7, 8, 9, and 1-9 
2015. Call  410-725-0933
AA/ALANON open meet ing 
Hurlbut Church Parlor Sundays 
and Wednesday 12:30 p.m.

BOAT RENTALS
BOAT RENTALS Power  + 
P o n t o o n ,  F i s h i n g ,  B o a t s , 
Kayaks  and  Peda l  Boa ts . 
C h a u t a u q u a  M a r i n a 
716.753.3913

CONDOS FOR SALE
COOP APT 33 Miller 2 Br 2 Ba 
Sleeps 6 Central location, fur-
nished, updated $149,900. 
MLS #1034777 Karen Goodell 
716-789-2165

CONDOS FOR RENT
3-4 WEEK RENTAL: Fully equi-
ped 2nd floor, 2 bed/bath, A/C, 
W/D. No smoking/pets. 1 Car 
Parking. $2150/wk. 440-248-
0228.

EDUCATION
EXPLORE ADMISSIONS to ST 
THOMAS CHOIR SCHOOL, 
W e s t  5 8 t h ,  N Y C  ( w w w.
choirschool.org). Education for 
b o y  c h o r i s t e r s  o f  w o r l d -
renowned choir Saint Thomas 
Church Fifth Avenue. Call 212-
247-3311, Grades 3-8, or, visit 
Toothman Family, 27 Waugh 
(CowHouse) 724-747-3575.

FOR RENT

WEEK 8 2014 Now available 
for very handsome, extremely 
spacious & modern 1 BR apt. 
w/wraparound porch 1 block 
from ampitheatre. See photos 
of "The Belfry" at www.heath-
ersinn.com. Call 357-4804 for 
reservations.
49 JANES large, modern apart-
ment near Amphitheater, Hall of 
Philosophy, one bedroom, king 
bed, 1.5 baths, fully equipped 
kitchen, beautiful living room/
d i n i n g  r o o m ,  l a r g e  d e c k , 
umbrella table, second floor, 
AC, WiFi, $1500 weekly, avail-
able2014 week 9, 2015 weeks 
2,3&9. 716.357.2300.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

ALL NATURAL, Handmade, 
Chemical Free. Ful l  l ine of 
Body Balms for Embraceable 
Yo u !  N e a r  B e s t o r  P l a z a . 
Information + directions call 
A n n  a t  H e r b A l c h e m y , 
203.430.7214
BOAT LIFT for 3600lbs power 
or sailboat, new cables, recent 
service, works perfectly, $1500 
317-289-6678
E L E G A N T  E S S E N T I A L S 
u n i q u e  b e a d e d  j e w e l r y. 
Affordable prices. Season dis-
play and sale 15 South 2nd 
f loor cal l  973-699-2194 for 
viewing
LAKE FRONT Land For Sale. 
WeWanChu.com
LIKE NEW-Sligh Grandfather 
Clock,  cherry,  Ci rca 1997. 
$1500, Call 716-485-1386.
OPERA COLLECTION - 450 
LP's - always played on audio-
file equipment. Huge Bjorling 
collection. Many boxed sets. 
$1195 Spanos 412-977-1896.
SAILBOAT-JY15 15 foot. Easy 
sailing for ages 9-99. $2500. 
See at Sailing Center. 440-333-
1000.
TWO BEAUTIFUL, Red porch 
rocking chairs, with cushions, 
like new. $150 each. 419-889-
4989
2 Bd 2 Ba condo 20 min from 
Chaut, sunroom, a/c, upgrades, 
amenities, lakefront, $99,900, 
1004 Edgewater Dr., Westfield 
716-269-4911

HOUSE SWAP
OJAI, CALIFORNIA 3BR, 2BA 
home available to trade for 1 or 
2 weeks. 2015 weeks 5,6 or 7. 
No Pets. dubullard@gmail.com
WILLING TO TRADE for 2015 
season,  2 or  more weeks. 
A n y w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d . 
JamesTCarlin3@yahoo.com

INSTRUCTION
LEARN HOW to improve your 
posture in  a  shor t  t ime in 
Spanos 's  "Fee l ing  Bet te r " 
stretch class. Hurlbut. M-F 4pm 
the rest of the season 716-357-
3713.
SCIATIC PAIN can be helped 
and even eliminated--learn how 
to fix it and 100 other pains at 
"Feeling Better" Therapeutic 
stretch class by Tasso Spanos. 
Hurlbut Church M-F 4pm. 357-
3713

SERVICES

SERVICES

STORAGE

WANTED
HAVE YOU any info on a TRAIN 
that  came to Chautauqua-
Pictures, Letters, etc. Contact 
Art Breitenbach 440-453-0404
S TA M P  C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. 
W i l l  t r a v e l  t o  a p p r a i s e . 
Chautauqua's Stamp Professor. 
904-315-5482

VACATION RENTALS
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, Sea 
Pines, Beauti ful Oceanside 
3Bd/3Bth, Carolina room and 
Den, Pool w/waterfall, Designer 
furnished cable/wi-fi. Weekly or 
monthly. 309-287-2367. 309-
662-1156. Janellac@aol.com

2015 SEASON

A PA R T M E N T / C O N D O  2 5 
South Terrace. Weeks 3-9. 
Footsteps to Amp. Kitchen, 
W/D, A/C. Also rooms weeks 
1-9, private bath and efficiceny. 
716-570-1025. ashlandguest-
house@yahoo.com
AVA I L A B L E  W E E K S  5 , 6 . 
Luxury new 3 bedroom, 3 bath 
condo on Vincent brick walk 
near Plaza. Central air, beauti-
ful porch, wi-fi, elevator, great 
for multiple couples or multi-
generational family. 716-510-
8993
Brand new 62 Crescent Garden 
District. Multiple units avail-
able. Go to mychautauquaren-
tals.com,or vrbo.com, 716-639-
7659. No pets/No Smoking.

2015 SEASON
BEAUTIFUL HOUSE North end 
on bus line, 5 bedrooms, 4.5 
bathrooms. 4 Car park ing. 
Porch, Garden and A/C. $4500/
week for week 4. 357.4549

2015 SEASON
CENTRAL LOCATION (weeks 
6-9) 3 Root Ave. FIRST FLOOR 
modern 3 BR condo, 2 Bath, 
W/D, A/C, Wi-Fi, Dishwasher, 
large wraparound front porch 
facing green area near Norton 
Hall. No Pets. $2950/wk - mini-
mum 2 weeks 757-603-2030
C H A R M I N G  V I C T O R I A N . 
Weeks  1 ,2 ,3 ,7 ,8 ,9 .  5  BR. 
Sleeps up to 13. 4 full baths. 2 
Kit. 2 LR. 2 DR. 2 W/D. 6 porch-
es. Large Patio. Grill. Cable. 
DVD. High-speed wi re less 
internet. AC. On-site parking. 
Excellent location. Near Amp. 
$2900. scarwin@peoplepc.
com. 412-818-7711.
FIRST FLOOR Condo w/ cov-
ered porch, 1 block from Bestor, 
2  b l o c k s  f r o m  A m p .  a n d 
Farmer's Market. Modern, A/C, 
W/D, D/W, WiFi ,  cable TV, 
Jacuzzi, grill. Fully furnished 
and secure, sleeps six, on tram 
route. 814-833-7490
LARGE, PRIVATE CONDO: 
Renovated (2012-2014); entire 
second floor (1700 sq. ft.), 3 
bedrooms, 2 full baths, large 
living room, full kitchen & din-
ing, porch; AC throughout, 
Wi-Fi, cable, barbecue; w/d, 
d/w; near lake, Bestor Plaza, 
bus route. Maximum of 6: 4 
singles, 1 queen. No pets, no 
smoking. Weeks 6-9: $2,850; 
three or more weeks negotia-
ble. 540-554-8404 mjzucker-
man@pobox.com
M O D E R N  C O N D O ,  2 
Bedrooms, Ki tchen, Porch, 
A/C, W/D, Cable TV & Internet. 
C l o s e  t o  B e s t o r  P l a z a , 
Ampi theatre,  Lake.  Weeks 
2 , 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 .  C e l l : 
216.410.5677.
NEW BASEMENT APARTMENT 
for rent weeks 1-9. 2 bedroom, 
2 bath. Twin beds, sleeps 4. 
Full kitchen, W/D, A/C, WiFi. 
Next to Bestor Plaza, short flat 
walk to Amp. $2,300/week. 
CHQ13Center@aol .com or 
301-351-0700.
Priced Cheaply to rent for sea-
son. $7500. 2nd floor 1 bed-
room apartment near plaza, 
w i f i ,  a i r .  3 5 7 . 8 1 2 9  o r 
206.898.8577
SPACIOUS, HIGH-END 2 bed-
room/2  ba th  apar tment  in 
Garden District. Across from 
M u s i c  C a m p u s .  D e s i g n e r 
decor; private patio area. AC/
internet/cable/washer dryer. 
Poss i b l e  nea rby  pa rk i ng . 
Avilable weeks 1,2,3,8,& 9. 
Text or call 202.251.2526.
WANTED,1 B/R ground floor, 
centrally located in Institute. 
Must  have season park ing 
rights. 561-212-4005.
WEEKS 6-9, Bestor Plaza. 
Porch, modern corner,  one 
bedroom, A/C, laundry. 716-
864-7421
14 FOREST (Modern Circa 
1991) 1 Bed/1 Bath (Weeks 
2,3,4), Queen Bed or 2 Bed/2 
Bath (Weeks 1,2,4) King/Queen 
Beds, A/C, Flatscreen TVs, 
Cable/Wifi, large porch. Shared 
W/D. 309-287-2367, janellac@
aol.com
16 WILEY weeks 1-5,7-9, spa-
cious 3-story house near lake 
and children's school, 6+ bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D, 
cable, wireless internet, no 
pets, no smoking 212-369-
1220 lhunnewell@willowridge.
com
18 Center. 3rd floor 2-bedroom 
w/porch. Pet-friendly. Sleeps 
four. Near Bestor Plaza & Amp. 
On tram route. Living room. 
Eat-in full kitchen. Bath. AC, 
ceil ing fans, wif i ,  cable TV. 
Washer/drier access. No smok-
ing.  Ava i lab le  weeks 1&9. 
$1,400/wk. 303-915-4156 or 
red1184@aol.com
19 RAMBLE wks 7-9. First 
floor. One bedroom, full kitch-
en, central A/C, Wi-Fi, cable, 
laundry. $1100/wk. mhstreet@
aol.com 864-202-5412
2015 SEASON 2BR Lakeview 
Condo. All Amenities. Central 
Location. 330-416-2229
2015 SWAP. Your Chautauqua 
apartment for my New York City 
apartment any 2 weeks of the 
season. starscoot@aol.com
83 PRATT a charming guest 
house for the 2015 season. 
Sleeps two. Newly Remodeled, 
park-like setting, patio, on-site 
parking, on tram & bus route. 
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless inter-
net, D/W, pet friendly. Season/
Part -Season 954.348.4344 
bh@cpt-florida.com.

2014 SEASON
O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R 
POPULAR WEEKS 6,7,8,9. A 
COZY NEW-1 Bedroom, ground 
floor apartment. On plaza, tram 
rou te ,  A /C,  Wi f i ,  W/D,  a l l 
ammen i t i es .716 -357 -5557 
f r a n c e s c r @ o p t o n l i n e . n e t . 
Photos available.
R E C E N T  C A N C E L AT I O N 
Week 8 ,  $1000 per  week. 
Modern condo, 2 Bedrooms, 
Ki tchen,  Porch,  A/C,  W/D, 
Cable TV & Internet. Close to 
Bestor Plaza, Ampitheatre, 
Lake. Cell: 216.410.5677.
18 Center. 3rd floor sleeps 4 w/
porch Week 9. Pet-fr iendly. 
Near Bestor Plaza   Amp Living/
dining/kitchen/bath. AC, ceiling 
fan, wifi, cable. No smoking.       
$1,400/wk. 303-915-4156 or 
red1184@aol .com Ashland 
Guest House. Great rate spe-
c i a l  w e e k  9 .  1 0  V i n c e n t 
Ave.716-570-1025. ashash-
landguesthouse@yahoo.com. 
Accepting 2015.

chqdaily.com



ANTHONY BANNON
Guest Critic

Maximiano Valdés led a 
big-picture evening Thurs-
day in the Amphitheater. He 
continued his call for an un-
derstanding of the cultures 
of international achievement 
— a signature element in 
his work as a musical direc-
tor for orchestras and work-
shops around the world.

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
stood — still stands — for 
Russia, and Tchaikovsky 
paints big, like the great out-
doors of his country. And he 
can get very loud (1812 Over-
ture) or very soft (Symphony 
No. 6 in B Minor, Op. 74, 
“Pathétique”) about it.

Jean Sibelius stood — still 
stands — for Finland, and he 
thinks big, summoning both 
demons and angels into his 
work, wrestling with cultur-
al, spiritual and emotional 
complexity.

Samuel Barber, the Amer-
ican, set the pitch for the 
night, for this was a con-
siderable evening with the 
Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra. Barber began things. 
A leading cultural intellectu-
al of the 20th century, Barber 
created rich-toned, thought-
ful music for orchestra, pi-
ano and voice, establishing 
propositions — “essays,” he 
called them — for experi-
ence. His Essay No. 1, first 
performed with his famous 
“Adagio (once titled “An Es-
say”) for Strings” began the 
evening — in search of a 
theme and its fulfillment.

Moreover, it was the night 
for the young Ukrainian-
born, Russian phenom Stan-
islav Khristenko, a graduate 
of the Moscow State Tchai-
kovsky Conservatory who 
also holds a 2010 diploma 
from the Cleveland Institute 
of Music and the first prize 

in last year’s Cleveland In-
ternational Piano Competi-
tion, which carries with it a 
tour of which Chautauqua 
is a part. He took on Tchai-
kovsky’s milestone, Piano 
Concerto No. 1, Op. 23 in 
B-flat Minor, and earned a 
whooping, foot-stomping, 
standing recognition.

Actually, it was a two-
whoop evening, a rarity in 
Chautauqua, though earned 
Thursday for Sibelius’ diffi-
cult Symphony No. 5, Op. 82, 
in E Flat. That one was merit-
ed by razor sharp work from 
the CSO and Valdés, not an 
easy achievement given the 
complexity of following the 
variety of orchestral shad-
ings and tempi as a simple 
horn call unravels through-
out the piece. But more later.

The Chautauqua love af-
fair was with the young 
Khristenko, in business suit 
and red tie, who beamed 
with his hands clasped in 
appreciation for his audi-
ence’s thunderous applause. 
His grand sounds — more 
than you’d think the instru-
ment could deliver — were 
set up by the delicacy of his 
establishing work, in those 
moments following the well-
known introductory chords, 
moments later when Khris-
tenko tamed the piano.

Quietly he played, then 
more so — just as one ex-
pected more assertion — 
then just a singular note, and 
another, isolated, and then 
another, merging finally into 
pianissimo with the reenter-
ing orchestra.

Those were the moments, 
one at a time, that were his 
prize winners, that made 
time fly. Before you knew it, 
sadly, the concerto was over.

The concerto is among the 
grand slams of the language 
— not only the language of 
music — the any language 
that makes sense of what 
it means to be alive. And 
the same goes for the Sibel-
ius symphony, though in a 
somewhat different way.

Tchaikovsky’s four-note 
introduction from the piano, 
brought to fame in 1958 by 
Van Cliburn in the midst of 
the Cold War, captured for 
America the first prize in a 
Moscow competition. From 
that, Cliburn created the first 
classical record album to sell 
1 million copies and reach 
the platinum certification 
level. As well, the four notes 
that had spurred World War 
II fundraising and opened 
the 1980 Moscow Olym-
pics also closed the Russian 
Winter Olympics earlier this 
year.

The work continues its in-
ternational harmonies today 
as the early assertion of the 
four chords yields to a Ukrai-
nian folk tune whose melody 
weaves through the concerto 
— at first with a dominat-
ing presence for the piano. 
Valdés holds the orchestra 
back at a respectful distance 
as the young pianist, crouch-
ing over the piano with an 
accountant’s intensity, keeps 
track of the flurry of notes 
that emerge, and then rears 
back in the ecstasy of the 
crescendo which, for ex-
ample, marks passage out of 
the second movement with 
fireworks from the slashing 
strings and explosions from 
the piano and orchestra. 
You’d have thought he was 
a good old time rocker — 
Little Richard, Fats Domino, 

Jerry Lee — the way he was 
going at it.

I promised myself to nev-
er use the word “delicious” 
in describing music, but the 
thought occurred this time. 
With Valdés and Khristenko, 
this was more soberly like 
the alternation of a gallery of 
paintings that use an image 
language of scale to high ad-
vantage — not usually a fac-
tor that dominates over con-
sideration of light and line. 
Likewise here, the dynam-
ics of sound, the aesthetics 
of amplitude step up to take 
their measure, firm hands on 
the lever fully necessary. 

What can there be after 
this second movement? Only 
more delicacy from the pia-
no to establish the triumph 
of the next movement lead-
ing toward a magnificent, 
concluding climax — orches-
tra now fully indicted — an 
enchantment, an Alhambra 
of sensory excess. Folk bal-
lads played like tunes for a 
child that become palaces 
of sound; dance hall hurdy 
gurdy that becomes a gar-
land excess of flowers. A 
controlled indulgence, but 
not delicious.

As Tchaikovsky flirts his 
way through the concerto, 
Sibelius issues in his sym-
phony a call as if from an 
outer place: “I am here. Do 
you hear me? Do you under-
stand?” A commission for his 
50th birthday, the Symphony 
No. 5 has become the clarion 
of a nation, and in its roman-
tic melodies the heartland of 
a mystic North. Artists such 
as Charles Burchfield from 
Northern Ohio and Western 
New York, who loved nature 
and found in the four sea-

sons a presence of a higher 
power, have declared this 
symphony a masterwork of 
belief.

Written against the back-
drop of World War I, it was 
characterized as “an act 
of faith.” Said Burchfield: 
“What a magnificent genius 
is Sibelius,” and went ahead 
to create visualizations of 
his beloved horn call for 
this symphony. (Burchfield’s 
work and writing are now on 
view in Strohl Art Center on 
Wythe).

The horn passage is all 
important, and the French 
horns have rarely been bet-
ter as a group. Valdés called 
them out first in class dur-
ing the bows. Back and forth 
they played with the vio-
lins, always filled with the 
romance of melody, or they 
sent the call to others — as 
the strings played a steady 
state tremolo.

“Move on,” one’s mind 
encourages. Yet the calls, in-
terrupted with another motif 
or passages of songs, repeat 
and repeat, in variations and 
different voices. It is a haunt, 
and as a spiritual man, per-
haps a reach to a state for 
which the composer yearned 
to know more.

The symphony’s three 

movement, changing tempo 
at least three times, often 
present antipodes, collision 
courses the orchestra and 
conductor must navigate. 
The point is there is a good 
bit of chatter, of plucked 
strings and tremolo, as one 
strains to hear the dominant 
theme, get the message, al-
ways an undercurrent, if 
not undertow. Veering off, 
returning, building through 
the instrument clusters, the 
symphony finally can sus-
tain no more, and it ends, in 
the dissonance of six mas-
sive chords, bold strokes, 
then silence, and again, and 
again, silence, and again, 
until complete, and the audi-
ence shouted its pleasure.

A dramatic ending of a 
successful “essay” — ques-
tions asked, traditions pro-
voked, questions asked, just 
the right tempo for a com-
munity of ideas.

Anthony Bannon is the ex-
ecutive director of the Burchfield 
Penney Art Center at SUNY 
Buffalo State and research pro-
fessor at the college. He had been 
an art writer for The Buffalo 
News and a series of national 
magazines, and served for 16 
years as director of the George 
Eastman House in Rochester, 
New York.
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Valdés leads CSO in creating beautiful essay
MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Maximiano Valdés, guest conductor and music director candidate, leads the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra Thursday in the Amphitheater.



7:00 (7–11) Farmers Market

9:00 Old First Night Run/Walk/Swim. 
(Registration begins at 7:45.) Fee. 
Sports Club

9:30 (9:30–11:30) Hebrew 
Congregation Shabbat 
Service.  Service led by Rabbi 
Gary Pokras, Susan Goldberg 
Schwartz, Cantorial Song Leader. 
Hurlbut Sanctuary. Kiddush 
Lunch will follow. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary 

9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Kiddush will follow at 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House. 
Everett Jewish Life Center Library

12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of 
Grounds. Leave from Main Gate 
Welcome Center. Fee. (Purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center.)

12:30 (12:30–2:30) Social Bridge. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) For men and 
women. Women’s Club house

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of 
Grounds. Leave from Main Gate 
Welcome Center. Fee. (Purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center.)

2:15 THEATER. New Play Workshop. 
The Guadalupe. (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center or 
Colonnade lobby ticket offices, 
and 45 minutes before curtain 
at the Bratton kiosk.) Bratton 
Theater

3:00 LECTURE. “President Ford’s 
Pardon of Richard M. Nixon: A 40-
Year Retrospective.” (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Contemporary Issues Forum. 
Ken Gormley, author and dean, 
Duquesne University School of 
Law; Benton Becker, former 
counsel to President Gerald Ford. 
Hall of Philosophy

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

4:45 Chautauqua Community Band 
Rehearsal. Jason Weintraub, 
conductor. Anyone who plays a 
band instrument is invited to join. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

5:30 (5:30–8) Stroll Through the Arts. 
(Sponsored by VACI Partners.) Tour 
Chautauqua’s visual arts complex, 
including the Melvin Johnson 
Sculpture Garden, Strohl Art Center 
and Fowler-Kellogg Art Center. 
Dinner and dancing. Tickets on sale 
at Strohl Art Center 

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing at 
Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

6:45 (6:45–7:30) Havdalah Service. 
(Sponsored by Hebrew 
Congregation.) Rabbi Gary Pokras 
and Susan Goldberg Schwartz. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA OPERA POPS 
CONCERT. “Bernstein and 
Sondheim: The Best of All 
Possible Worlds.” Stuart Chafetz, 
guest conductor. Chautauqua 
Opera Apprentice Artists and 
Studio Artists. Amphitheater
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ON THE PITCH

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer
Brian Winter, Thomson Reuters’ chief correspondent for Brazil, speaks about his book Why Soccer Matters in the Hall of Philosophy Thursday. 
The book, which Winter wrote with soccer legend Pelé, was the Week Six selection for the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle.

Su
SUNDAY

AUGUST 3

••• VACI Open Members Exhibition 
opens. Through Aug. 20. Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:30 Songs, Prayers, Communion & 
Meditation. Hurlbut Church 

8:45 United Church of Christ Worship 
Service. UCC Randell Chapel

9:00 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

9:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of Christ

9:30 Services in Denominational 
Houses

9:30 Unitarian Universalist Service. 
Hall of Philosophy

9:30 Unity Service. Hall of Missions

Sa
SATURDAY
AUGUST 2

9:30 Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) Service. Octagon 
Building

9:30 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

9:30 Men’s Tefillin Club. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

10:15 Sunday School. Through Grade 
6. Child care for infants. Children’s 
School

10:45 SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND 
SERMON. “Choosing a God.” The 
Rev. M. Craig Barnes, president 
and professor of pastoral ministry, 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
(CLSC Baccalaureate Service.) 
Amphitheater

11:30 (11:30 until sold out.) Chicken 
Barbecue Dinner. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Volunteer Fire 
Dept.) Fee. Chautauqua Fire Hall

12:00 Dixie Lakesiders. Chautauqua 
Fire Hall

12:00 (12–4:30) Art in the Park. 
(Sponsored by VACI Partners.) 
Miller Park

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (Sponsored 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind Colonnade

12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

12:00 (12–3) Special Studies Meet and 
Greet. Hultquist Porch

12:10 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

12:30 AA / Al-Anon Meeting. Hurlbut 
Church Parlor.

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:30 SPECIAL. Junior Guilders of 
the Lucille Ball Little Theatre. 
Amphitheater

2:30 (2:30–4) Student Recital. 
(School of Music.) (Benefits 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) McKnight Hall

 3:30 Poetry and Prose Reading. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Charlotte 
Matthews, poetry; Jim Hunt and 
Linda Lawrence Hunt, prose. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
porch

3:30 (3:30–5:30) Jewish Film Festival. 
(Programmed by the Everett 
Jewish Life Center.) “The Other 
Son.” Everett Jewish Life Center

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

4:30 (4:30–5) Sharing God’s Gift. 
Barbara Hois and Joseph 
Musser. Hall of Philosophy

5:00 VESPERS. (Chaplain’s Journey of 
Faith) The Rev. M. Craig Barnes. 
Hall of Philosophy

5:00 Massey Organ Tour. 
Amphitheater

5:00 Open Mic. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends.) 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Ballroom 

5:45 Special Screening. “The Central 
Park Five.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

6:00 New Visitor Information 
Session. Hultquist Center

6:00 LGBT & Friends Meet and Greet. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
porch

7:00 Palestine Park Program.  
“A Journey Through Biblical 
Times.” Palestine Park

7:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports 
Club

7:30 Concert in Memory of Reouven 
(Raymond) Israelievitch. 
(Programmed by the Everett 
Jewish Life Center.) Jacques 
Israelievitch. Everett Jewish Life 
Center

8:00 SACRED SONG SERVICE. “Wait 
for the Lord”: Taizé Prayer Around 
the Cross. Amphitheater

8:00 Hebrew Congregation Shirley 
Lazarus Series. “Inside the 
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra” 
Roger Kaza. Hurlbut Church 
sanctuary

9:15 (9–11) CLSC Class of 2014 Vigil 
and Reception. (Programmed by 
the CLSC Alumni Association.) Hall 
of Philosophy and Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall

9:30 Service of Compline. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

9:30 CPOA Outdoor Lighting Walk-
about. Colonnade

10:00 Vigil Reception. (Programmed 
by the Guild of the Seven Seals). 
Dining Room, Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall


