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Rashid to stress
embracing death
to truly live life
QUINN KELLEY
Staff Writer

Hill to speak role of nurses in patient-centered care
Retired Johns Hopkins
School of Nursing dean looks
to debunk popular portrayal
RYAN PAIT | Staff Writer

Moral and ethical questions often
surround
death,
dying and the afterlife — questions
Hussein
Rashid
will explore in a
Muslim context.
RASHID
Rashid,
who
teaches a course at
Hofstra University called “Life, Death, and
Immortality,” will give a lecture at 2 p.m.
today in the Hall of Philosophy titled “Embracing Death to Live Life.” Week Nine’s
Interfaith Lecture theme is “From Here to
Hereafter: Facing Death with Hope and
Courage.”
Rashid will examine the moral and ethical considerations surrounding death, dying
and the afterlife. He will also explore what
particular visions of the Muslim afterlife
look like. Some such issues include quality of
life, assisted living and end-of-life considerations, such as assisted suicide.
“Elder care in its own right is a big question,” he said. “What does it mean to have a
multigenerational household, and what effect does it have on the family?”
News about Islamist extremists wanting
to kill themselves creates a popular notion
of what the Muslim afterlife looks like —
one that does not necessarily reﬂect reality,
Rashid said.
“I think, generally, most Muslims see their
afterlife as being something very diﬀerent,”
he said. “[I will be] really looking at not how
the media portrays Muslim conceptions of
the afterlife, but how Muslims themselves
conceive of their afterlife.”

Nurses are not “mindless bimbos” — at
least not for Martha N. Hill, today’s morning lecture speaker.
Hill, who serves as both the dean emerita
and a professor for the Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing, will talk about common misperceptions about the profession with

tient-centered health care without talking to nurses,” Babcock
said.
Hill said she wants to ask people to reﬂect on their experiences
with nurses, and to gain a greater
grasp of what nurses do and
what a diﬀerence they make. She
also wants to debunk some of the
negative notions that the media
and pop culture may put into
people’s heads about nurses, who are often
“portrayed as bimbos — mindless bimbos.”

her lecture, “Have You Looked at
Nursing Lately?” at 10:45 a.m. today in the Amphitheater.
Hill said she was thrilled to be
invited to speak at Chautauqua.
“This is a very prestigious
invitation, and I was delighted
that nursing was going to be
included in the discussion on
HILL
health care,” Hill said.
For Sherra Babcock, vice president and Emily and Richard Smucker Chair
for Education, inviting Hill to speak on nursing was a given.
“You couldn’t possibly do a week on pa-
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CLSC author Fink
to discuss lessons
from Memorial
Illustration: KELSEY BELL | Design Editor

RYAN PAIT
Staff Writer

William Faulkner
once wrote that,
“In writing, you
must kill all your
darlings.”
Sheri Fink found
herself
having
to do that as she
wrote “The Deadly FINK
Choices at Memorial,” an investigative
piece for the New York Times Magazine and
ProPublica that won Fink a Pulitzer Prize.
“My editor started saying, ‘Save it for
the book. Save it for the book,’” Fink said.
“And then I realized that, maybe, I should
write it, because not everything that’s important can fit into this. So that’s what
convinced me.”
Fink had the chance to bring some of
those darlings back to life. She expanded her
13,000-word article into a nearly 600-page
book, Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a
Storm-Ravaged Hospital, the Chautauqua Literary and Scientiﬁc Circle selection for Week
Nine. Fink will discuss her book at 3:30 p.m.
today in the Hall of Philosophy for Week
Nine’s CLSC Roundtable.

BE ATLES TRIBUTE BAND YESTERDAY TO COVER
ARR AY OF BIGGEST HITS IN AMP TONIGHT
MIKE KASARDA | Staff Writer

I

n 1999, Don Bellezzo and his Beatles tribute
band, Yesterday, were sued by the Beatles’
distribution company because they “were
confusing the public” with the real deal.

Although the lawsuit was unsuccessful, Bellezzo said it proved how
popular the group’s international production had become.
“They tried to stop us from playing,”
Bellezzo said. “That’s how big we got.”
Fifteen years later, Yesterday still
prides itself on its uncanny performances of the Fab Four’s timeless collection of pop ballads, psychedelic jams
and revolutionary sounds in rock.
At 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater, Bellezzo and his fellow Beatles impersonators will come together with a
little help from their friends on the Amphitheater’s main stage to deliver a hit-

heavy performance, covering every era
from “Twist and Shout” to “Let It Be.”
Bellezzo, who ﬁlls John Lennon’s
role as rhythm guitarist, ﬁrst found the
inspiration for Yesterday during his
college days. Armed with an acoustic
guitar and a tenor’s vocal range, he received praise whenever he took on the
Walrus’ persona.
“After I graduated college, I knew
I wanted to have a career in music,”
Bellezzo said. “At the time, there were a
lot of Elvis impersonators around. I always liked the Beatles a lot more than Elvis, so I decided to form a tribute group.”
Now more than 20 years later,

Bellezzo’s Las Vegas-based band has
evolved into an elaborate production,
complete with ornate costumes, tunes
in the original keys, authentic instruments and genuine theatrics. Yesterday
has performed along the Vegas strip,
around the country and on ﬁve continents, bringing a true Beatles experience to fans around the globe.
“It’s not just a band; it’s a production,” Bellezzo said. “We have the look
and feel of a real Beatles experience with
costume changes, acting and videos.”
Bellezzo is one of seven spot-on lookalikes in the Yesterday cast. Two actors
ﬁll each role, allowing the group to tour
non-stop while maintaining a presence in Nevada. Tonight, Bellezzo will
be joined by Rich Fazzi as Paul, Monte
Mann as George and Dick Cunico as
Ringo. Bellezzo said this troupe has been
together for eight years, and each ﬁts his
part impeccably.
See YESTERDAY, Page 4
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TODAY’S WEATHER

HIGH 75° LOW 60°
Rain: 10%
Sunset: 8:09 p.m.

FRIDAY

HIGH 77° LOW

64°

Rain: 50%
Sunrise: 6:31 a.m. Sunset: 8:08 p.m.

SATURDAY

The Daily’s website has been completely updated with a responsive design for enhanced viewing on all screen sizes, plus bigger photos and videos — check it out!

HIGH 76° LOW 63°
Rain: 40%
Sunrise: 6:32 a.m. Sunset: 8:08 p.m.
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News

Briefly
news from around the grounds
Blue-green algae on Chautauqua Lake; possible beach closings
The presence of blue-green algae on Chautauqua Lake
may lead to bewach closings through the remainder of
the season. All people and pets should avoid the water
when beaches are closed. Notices will be posted at affected beaches, and beachgoers are encouraged to call the
head lifeguard office at 716-357-6350 for current conditions at any beach. Daily hours for Children’s Beach and
Pier Beach are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Through Sunday, any day
beaches are closed, swimmers with a valid gate pass will
be granted free access to the Turner Community Center
pool after checking in at the fitness center reception desk.
Hours are 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. weekdays,
7 to 11 a.m. and noon to 4 p.m. Saturdays and 7 to 11 a.m.
Sundays. Call 716-357-6430 for more information.

Bulletin
board
Event

Current
Events
Discussion

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at Chautauqua but are not one of the
Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing
in the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is
one. The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing.
The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for $10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the
Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

Program

Date

Time

The focus of the Post-Season Activity Group’s
next meeting is current events. Please bring
topics you wish to share with the group. For
more information, contact Jack Sobel at 516946-3131 or jack@belcoros.com.

Wednesday,
Aug. 27

12 p.m.

Location

St. Elmo
Restaurant
lower level

Sponsor

Post-Season
Activity Group

Tree removal this week
Following an assessment, Forecon, the nationally recognized professional forestry management firm based in Falconer, has recommended the immediate removal of a number of trees on the grounds. Today, weather permitting, a
contractor will remove several trees along Massey Avenue,
from Janes to Cookman and in front of the Everett Jewish
Life Center. At certain points during the work, Massey will
be closed. Chautauqua’s grounds staff will replace the removed trees in the near future.
Accommodations manager available weekdays
Accommodations manager Myra Peterson is available
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays at the Visitors Center to assist
with 2015 accommodations arrangements.
Science in the Streets
At 4:30 p.m. Friday in Bestor Plaza, “Science in the
Streets” will present a program on biomimetics. The activities will include insulation research inspired by whales
and seals, and robotic hands inspired by cockroaches.
Live Madagascar hissing cockroaches will be on hand for
families to explore. “Science in the Streets” is a program of
the Carnegie Science Center, co-sponsored at Chautauqua
by the Department of Education and Youth Services and
made possible by a grant from the Edison Fund.
PFLAG
At 6:45 p.m. tonight at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 6 Bliss, students from the Gay-Straight Alliance
at Fredonia University will discuss their work. This event
is sponsored by the Chautauqua Chapter of Parents, Family and Friends of Lesbians and Gays and the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship. All are welcome.
Seeking Chautauqua Prize readers
The Department of Education seeks Chautauquans
who are writers, publishers, critics, editors, librarians,
booksellers and literature and creative writing educators
to be volunteer readers for The Chautauqua Prize 2015
selection process. Those interested should contact Sherra
Babcock at sbabcock@ciweb.org.
Sandy D’Andrade’s 12th Annual trunk show and sale
Sandy D’Andrade’s 12th annual trunk show and sale,
which benefits Chautauqua Opera Company’s Young Artists program, concludes its run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today
at the Main Gate Welcome Center. Bring your gate pass.

amanda mainguy | Staff Photographer

Children’s School students examine tomato vines in the school’s garden as part of Bird, Tree and Garden Week earlier this season.
Director of Youth Services Gwen Papania has led her department, including Children’s School, since 2012, and has worked at the
Institution since 2000. She will retire from her position at the end of the season.

Retiring youth services director
Papania stresses quality, community
mark oprea
Staff Writer

F

or Gwen Papania, the director of
Youth Services, Chautauqua has
always been her “happy place.”
That won’t change after she
leaves, she said.
After more than a decade
at Chautauqua Institution,
Papania has decided to step
down from her position and
retire. She said that, although
she will miss her fellow staff
greatly, what some might
think as an end is a new step
for her — a “re-birth,” as she
calls it.
But Papania isn’t heading
off without leaving an impression.
After 20 years as a teacher
and owner of a private business, Papania joined the
Chautauqua staff in April
2000 as assistant to Jack
Voelker, the former director
of Recreation and Youth Services. Papania became director of Youth Services in 2012
after Voelker’s retirement.
Departmental restructuring
at the same time saw youth
programming moved under
the auspices of the Department of Education. Since
then, Papania said, she’s
steered the youth programming in a way with which
she — and many others —
has been very pleased.
According to Matt Ewalt,
associate director of education and youth services, her
work was “all about relationships” and her sense of community, such that “one may
never question her devotion”
to fellow staff. Ewalt will assume Papania’s responsibilities following her departure.
“There are few people on
the grounds whose heart is
in the work more than Gwen’s,” he said. “And it’s never
been about her … as so much
of her work has gone under
the radar. And that’s very
much who she is.”

Papania said that rather
than taking center stage,
she’d prefer to focus the spotlight on matters larger than
her: the visibility of youth
activity at Chautauqua.
Following Voelker’s lead,
Papania aimed to bolster
little Chautauquans through
“teaching them how to be
audience members.” Because
of this, she said, the Family
Entertainment Series is what
she’s most proud of. “Quality” showmen, the visual arts,
puppetry and vaudeville acts
were all part of her modus
operandi. She made it her
duty to weed out the “high
school auditorium” entertainment to ensure the Chautauquan reputation mattered
in the younger departments.
The younger generation,
for her, was just as important
as the older.
And Papania spread this
importance around equally.
She made sure she spent
time shadowing open houses at the Children’s School,
working alongside Al Dibs
at the Youth Activities Center and Greg Prechtl at Boys’
and Girls’ Club. A part of
Papania’s structured, organized approach to directorship was keeping tabs on the
revelry at the Pier Club, the
camp carnivals and Water
Olympics and the “American Bandstand”-like performances at the YAC.
She accepts all her praise
humbly, even near the end of
her tenure as director.
The Children’s School staff
threw Papania a retirement
party, with the Group 1 kids
gifting her a dog-paw chain
(she is an avid animal lover).
Members of Boys’ and Girls’
Club gave her a painting of
Chautauqua that now hangs
over her fireplace in her home
in Fredonia — a memento of
her “happy place.”
Ewalt said that, although
Papania’s set to hand in her
season gate pass, she’ll still
be a part of programming to
some extent.

“Gwen may be retiring at
the end of the summer, but
her presence is here in terms
of conversation,” he said.
“She’s made it very clear that
she cares deeply about youth
programming after she
leaves. It’s then an obligation
that I have to live up to these
expectations.”
Although Papania, at age
60, said she’ll miss her work
at the Institution, she’s also
ready for another chapter in
life. Reprieve from 10-hour
days will allow her to spend
more time gardening, organizing a long-overdue recipe
book and tending to her two
rescue dogs. It’s a new way,
she said, to fulfill her role as
“nurturer,” something necessary for someone who has
worked as an educator for
four decades.
But it will still be a tough
transition.
“It’s very hard to let go to
the people I’ve worked with,
my staff, who are now my
personal friends,” she said.
As the leaves begin to
change and Chautauqua
enters another period of
rest, Papania wants to make
clear that she’s not entering
a “closing chapter” in life,
but just transitioning with
her usual positivity. If anything, Papania said, after so
much put into the Institution
— and the residual stress —
she’s ready for an opportunity to see the “many lives”
of Chautauqua from a more
casual, relaxed point of view.
She got a taste of this recently when she and her husband, Jon Espersen, around
the Institution as “guests,”
watching boats dock around
the pier and kids run around
the YAC. It hit her while
they sat in the Amphitheater watching the Saturday
evening entertainment what
retirement can offer.
“Next season I’ll be able to
finally experience Chautauqua as a Chautauquan,” she
said.
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Babcock announces three 2015
CLSC selections on Bryant Day
ryan pait
Staff Writer

Dozens gather around in a
circle, waiting for word from
on high. It’s not the Sermon
on the Mount — it’s Bryant
Day.
Bryant Day, which took
place last Saturday, marks
the beginning of the new
reading year for the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle. While originally
held in the fall, it is now typically held at the end of the
season at Chautauqua. Bryant Day serves as a celebration of reading, but also as a
day of big announcements.
“I have some surprises,”
said Sherra Babcock, vice
president and Emily and
Richard Smucker Chair for
Education.
The surprises are a handful of books that have been
chosen for the CLSC in 2015.
Babcock did some ramping up, and then questioned the audience: “Have
I prolonged the anticipation
enough?”
After some applause, Babcock revealed the first selection for next season’s CLSC:
The Devil in the Grove by
Gilbert King. King’s novel,
which was a finalist for The
Chautauqua Prize in 2013,
earned the author a Pulitzer
Prize last year.
The Devil in the Grove
will be the book for Week
Two next year, the theme of
which is “Boys will be Boys,
Then Men.”
“When we talk about trying to get really good creative nonfiction, this is what
we’re talking about,” Babcock said. “This is a story: a
gripping, terrifying, sad story. But it’s powerful, really
powerful. And we chose it
for the week on boys because
it is about boys — that’s all
I can say without giving it
away. It is about the way the
society in Florida was treating African-American boys
just prior to the civil rights
movement — and, arguably,

» on the grounds

Motor Vehicles
Chautauqua is a
walking community,
and driving is limited to
travel to and from the
gate and designated
parking spaces. To
make the grounds safer
and more enjoyable
for pedestrians, there
are certain restrictions
on the use of motor
vehicles. The speed limit
for motor vehicles is 12
mph. Parking permits
must be displayed and
vehicles must be parked
only in designated
locations. Motorcycles
are not permitted on
the grounds during the
season.
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Sherra Babcock proudly displays three of the Chautauqua Literary
and Scientific Circle’s 2015 book selections: The Devil in the Grove
by Gilbert King for Week Two and Someone by Alice McDermott and
Native Speaker by Chang-rae Lee, both for Week Three. All the Light
We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr was just confirmed this week.

are we still treating people
that way today?”
The next two books are
both for Week Three, which
will focus on immigration:
Someone by Alice McDermott
and Native Speaker by Changrae Lee. Both McDermott
and Lee have graced the Institution and the CLSC before. McDermott previously
spoke on Charming Billy in
1998, and Lee visited this
year to discuss On Such a Full
Sea.
Babcock said on Saturday that the openness of the
theme of immigration allows for a wide range of experiences, hence the choice

of two novels for one week.
Babcock said this means
there will likely be 10 books
for next year.
“These two books are just
wonderful, and they tell two
different stories of immigration,” she said.
Babcock added that she
is thrilled to have both McDermott and Lee return and
speak about their works,
which give two different
perspectives into the same
subject.
“Alice McDermott’s books
are quiet,” she said. “They’re
character
studies,
and
they’re brilliantly crafted
in terms of the families, the

neighborhoods. You feel like
you’re there.”
McDermott participated
in Chautauqua’s “Roger
Rosenblatt and Friends” lecture series in 2010.
“She’s very excited to
come back, and she’s very
excited that we’re covering
immigration,” she said. “She
said that’s just such a wonderful topic, and she’s very
happy that Someone was chosen for that week.”
It’s a sentiment echoed by
Lee, who will be discussing
his 1995 debut novel. Babcock said that, most of the
time, authors do not want to
“circle back” and revisit their
older works.
“But when I told him I was
interested in Native Speaker, he
said he would be interested
to come back and talk about
it,” Babcock said. “And I don’t
know what his reasoning is,
but our reasoning is that it’s
in the canon. It’s important
because it was his first book,
because it talks about the
Asian immigrant community, and because it’s one of the
first books to do that.”
Since Bryant Day, Babcock
was also able to confirm a
fourth book for 2015. Anthony Doerr, a member of the
2013 Chautauqua Writers’
Festival faculty, will present his new book All the Light
We Cannot See during Week
Seven, themed “Redefining
Europe.”
All three books fit into the
vertical theme for next year’s
books, which will be “Truth
and Consequences.” Babcock
said she hopes that King,
McDermott and Lee’s books
will be sufficient enough to
tide readers over until the
rest of the selections are
made — a process she is
looking forward to.

2014 CHAUTAUQUA
HEALTH CARE FORUM
Thursday, Aug. 21
In addition to the traditional morning and afternoon
lectures, Chautauqua Institution offers a series of
special presentations this week designed to further
engage Chautauquans on issues pertaining to the
week’s theme, “Health Care: From Bench to Bedside.”

“Taking Control of Alzheimer’s Through
Research: Roadmap to Therapies”
• Tim Armour, pres. and CEO, Cure Alzheimer’s Fund
• Samuel Gandy, M.D., Ph.D. Mount Sinai Professor
of Alzheimer’s Disease Research
8:30 a.m. — Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall
Tim Armour is president and CEO of the Cure Alzheimer’s
Fund. He previously served for 15 years as executive director
and later executive vice president of the JASON Foundation
for Education, a nonprofit organization committed to improving
science and math motivation and performance among middle
school students. Armour’s earlier career includes start-up
and executive roles in business as well as the senior external
relations and fundraising official at Harvard Business School,
and fundraising and alumni relations at Amherst College.
Samuel Gandy, M.D., Ph.D., is an international expert in the
metabolism of the substance called amyloid that clogs the
brain in patients with Alzheimer’s. In 1989, Gandy and his team
discovered the first drugs that could lower formation of amyloid.
Gandy has written more than 150 original papers, chapters and
reviews on this topic. He has received continuous NIH funding
for his research on amyloid metabolism since 1986. Gandy
is Mount Sinai Professor of Alzheimer’s Disease Research,
professor of neurology and psychiatry, associate director of
the Mount Sinai Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, and
chairman emeritus of the National Medical and Scientific
Advisory Council of the Alzheimer’s Association. In May 2009,
Dr. Gandy was featured with other prominent research scientists
as GQ’s “Rockstars of Science.”

“Integrative Medicine”
• Greg Coppola, D.O., director, LECOM Integrative
Medicine Fellowship and Lifestyle Medicine program
12:30 p.m. — Athenaeum Hotel Parlor
Greg Coppola, D.O., is director of the LECOM Integrative
Medicine Fellowship and Lifestyle Medicine program. He serves
as a clinical instructor within the LECOM Sports Medicine
Fellowship program. Coppola is board certified in family
medicine and neuromusculoskeletal medicine. In 2005 he was
became a Fellow within the American Osteopathic Academy of
Sports Medicine. Coppola serves as a team physician for the
Erie BayHawks of the NBA Development League and the Erie
Otters of the Ontario Hockey League. He is also team physician
and medical advisor/faculty with Mercyhurst University Sports
Medicine. Coppola is a LECOM clinical professor of Osteopathic
Practices and Principles.
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Five Days at Memorial examines the eﬀect of Hurricane Katrina on the Memorial Medical Center — now
Ochsner Baptist Medical
Center — in New Orleans.
The disaster left the hospital
without power, and medical
professionals had to begin
making literal life-or-death
decisions. Doctors were
forced to prioritize the lives
of patients, leading to allegations that professionals had
euthanized people in their
care.
For Fink, the process of
putting together her article
and her book was one of exploration and discovery.
“It took many years to discover what had happened at
this particular hospital that
I wrote about in the book,”
Fink said. “I guess it was all
about exploration and discovery, but maybe not in the
way that we think of them in
terms of going to new places
— this was trying to go back
into the past and understand
what had happened and
piece it together.”

WEEK

NINE

Fink said this also means
looking ahead.
“And there’s also the ‘forward’ part: to take the lessons from the past and bring
them into the future and
see what we can learn from
them,” Fink said.
Fink said that, when revisiting her research to start
writing her book, she realized just how much she had
to work with.
“I had a lot of material that
couldn’t ﬁt into the 13,000word magazine piece, so it
was nice to have an outlet for
it,” Fink said. “It just took a
long time because there are a
lot of aspects to the process:
there’s the research, the piecing through it and trying to
put it together — ﬁguring
out what it means through
diﬀerent people’s accounts.
And trying to triangulate
the information, the material
and the interviews, and then
setting out a structure. And
then writing.”
Fink said that, in the case
of Five Days at Memorial, it’s
the leadership at the hospital making huge decisions.
But these are decisions that
people may have to make in

PRESENTING SPONSOR
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their own lives as well.
“Any of us — or our loved
ones — could be in need of
medical care, or in some
kind of disaster or crisis situation,” Fink said. “And even
more than that, anyone could
ﬁnd him- or herself in a situation of crisis. And it really
is the people who are right
there, whose actions can really spell the diﬀerence between life and death in the
early moments.”
Fink said it’s important
for everyone to think about
these situations.
“So I think it is helpful
for all of us to think through
what could happen — in this
case it’s a hospital, but within
an organization, within a society — when an emergency
happens,” she said. “There’s
value in going through that
in your head before you ever
have to face it in reality.”
Fink said that it can be
hard or disconcerting to
think about emergencies and
crises like those that happened at Memorial, but it is
crucial.
“I just think it’s really
worth thinking about these
things,” Fink said. “We don’t

want to think about scarcity.
We don’t want to think about
prioritizing one life versus
another life. Ideally, we ﬁgure out ways to avoid ever
having to do that. But it is
much better to talk about it
and think about it in advance
than to have it happen and
not be prepared and have
some really bad things come
out of that — societal ripples
that go on for a very long
time.”
Fink’s dedication to her
topic attracted the attention
of Sherra Babcock, vice president and Emily and Richard
Smucker Chair for Education, when the author spoke
for the Chautauqua Women’s
Club last year on the Contemporary Issues Forum.
Fink was in the process of
writing Five Days at Memorial
at the time.
Babcock realized it would
be the perfect ﬁt for Week
Nine at Chautauqua, which
focuses on health care.
“It’s a wonderful choice
for this week — particularly
because we’re talking about
patient care in the morning
and facing dying in the afternoon,” she said. “So it really

HILL

shift that is
happening in
modern health
care.
“There really is a major
shift going on
now where —
and it’s part of
the increasing
attention that
some
people
are paying to humanism and
patient care — but you will
hear a lot of talk about patient-centered care, familycentered care and the team
approach to care,” Hill said.
“And nurses are very much a
central and essential part of
those teams.”
Hill said nurses are integral to the health care profession because they are involved across all ages and
stages of life and across all

FROM PAGE 1

“It gives people the impression that nurses don’t
know anything, that they
are not critical thinkers, that
they don’t make astute judgments of the patient’s status,
and that they just don’t do
anything,” she said.
For Hill, the exact opposite is true.
“In fact, they make referrals, they’re the ones who
know when to call the doctor
or not, and they’re the only
ones that are at the bedside
24 hours a day, seven days
a week,” Hill said. “So they
really may know more about
what’s going on with a patient.”
Hill said that nurses are
playing a vital role in the
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“Each guy happened
to fall into the role naturally,” Bellezzo said. “For
example, Rich plays bass
left-handed just like Paul.”
Although Yesterday is
invading Chautauqua to
commemorate the Beatles’
ﬁrst trip to the United
States 50 years ago, the
band won’t focus attention
on any particular period.
All styles, from those made
in the depths of the Cavern Club to the pioneering sounds of Sgt. Pepper’s

Lonely Hearts Club Band
will reverberate through
the Amp.
Unlike a symphony
concert or a ballet performance, Bellezzo hopes
Chautauquans let loose,
sing along to their favorite songs and feel all the
excitement of an evening
with John, Paul, George
and Ringo.
“Loud yelling is our ideal response,” Bellezzo said.
“We don’t like when the
crowd feels like they have
to be quiet and polite. We
want everyone to be natural, let their emotions out
and just have a great time.”
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does wrap up everything that
we’re talking about this week
in an amazing literary work
and piece of journalism.”
Fink’s book has also found
an advocate in Matt Ewalt,
associate director of education and youth services.
“I just think it’s an extraordinary work of investigative journalism,” Ewalt said.
“The way in which the book
explores situational ethics is
unlike anything I’ve experienced before, and it’s such an
immense work.”
Both Babcock and Ewalt
said that Fink’s book, despite
its length, is an absorbing
page-turner.
“It’s just more and more
devastating, and it’s a story
that you know will not end
well,” Ewalt said. “And you
know that many of the decisions that were made had
absolutely devastating consequences. And yet, I think,
what was most powerful to
me was that the challenge
for [Fink] — and what I think
she succeeded so well at — is
treating each and every person with respect. And thus,
not painting anyone as a
villain, but in fact trying to

keep a journalist’s perspective of what those intentions
were and how even what on
the surface looked like the
worst of decisions may have
indeed been what someone
believed was for the common good.”
Ewalt said that Five Days
at Memorial is also a record of
America’s all-too-recent history.
“Ultimately, it’s a reminder that this happened — in
our country and not that
long ago,” he said. “Again,
these are extreme conditions,
but these are the kinds of decisions that medical professionals are making each and
every day.”
Fink said she is happy to
see that her book has caught
on with a wider audience,
even though its subject matter can be diﬃcult or disconcerting.
While
what
happened to the people at
Memorial is disastrous, Fink
said, something hopeful can
grow out of it.
“Maybe that’s the service
that they give to us, or the
positive thing we can say —
that we learn from it,” Fink
said.

settings.
They
also make up a
huge part of the
world’s
health
care providers.
“About
80
percent of the
health workforce,
worldwide, are
nurses,” she said.
“And there are
many countries
— particularly in developing countries or in rural areas
— where nurses are the only
health care professionals.”
People may go “quite some
distance” to ﬁnd pharmacists
and physicians, Hill added,
but nurses are usually much
more readily available.
The nursing profession
also allows for ﬂexibility and
transitions as a career.
“There was a time when
I was an intensive care unit

nurse, and I thought that was
the most exciting thing,” Hill
said. “Then I realized I was
actually terriﬁed of it. You
had to carry a screwdriver
to calibrate the machines,
you couldn’t talk with most
of the patients because they
weren’t able to talk back.”
Hill said she eventually
went on to focus on “cognitive and behavioral aspects
of patient care.” Now she
teaches others about nursing
and the impact it has within
the medical community.
It’s also what she wants
Chautauquans to glean from
her lecture.
“I hope that they’ll come
away with a revitalized curiosity and admiration for
nursing as a profession and
for individual nurses,” Hill
said.

RASHID

ent role in each tradition.
“I don’t think saying that
Jesus comes back in Muslim
and Christian traditions is
as interesting as saying that
Jesus is diﬀerent in both traditions, but the reason he
appears in both is because
we’ve got to work to justice in
this world now,” Rashid said.
Although many religions,
in some way, indicate that
the afterlife is better than the
physical life, a notion runs
through that dictates one
can’t wait for his or her life
to be better, Rashid said, but
rather must work to make the
lives of others better.
“I look at it as a conversation between how you want
your afterlife to look like
and what you want this life
to look like,” Rashid said.
“How are they in conversation, and how does that impact that transition phase in
your life?”

FROM PAGE 1

Rashid will also examine the dynamic debate that
surrounds abortion in Islam,
which is one that goes back
centuries. Issues include how
these debates are framed and
what the considerations are,
which includes the question
of when life begins.
Rashid’s studies include
the Abrahamic faith traditions’ treatment of life and
death. Drawing comparisons
and contrasts between the
religions can obscure more
than reveal, he said; instead,
getting at the deeper core can
illuminate how the traditions
address how to struggle for
and create a more just and equitable society. For example,
there is a belief that Jesus will
be present at the end times in
both Christianity and Islam;
however, Jesus plays a diﬀer-
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community

Friends announce results,
celebrate winners of
2014 Literary Arts Contests

Wright addresses Bestor Society members

Ryan pait
Staff Writer

kreable young | Staff Photographer

Week Eight morning lecturer
Robin Wright, joint scholar
for the U.S. Peace Institute
and the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for
Scholars, speaks to members
of the 1874 Society at a private
luncheon Aug. 14 in the
Athenaeum Hotel.
Wright spoke of her journalism
career, especially focusing on
her coverage of the war in Iraq
for CBS.
“I was scared to death to do it,
but I knew I only had this one
opportunity to do something
like this in my life,” she said.
The 1874 Society recognizes
those who have made a
Chautauqua Fund gift,
helping to annually support
programming and scholarship.

Sklar to lead last program in Men’s Club Speaker Series
The Men’s Club Speaker
Series will present its final
program of the 2014 season
at 9 a.m. Friday. The presentation features lawyerhistorian Daniel Sklar, who
will discuss “The Men Who
Wrote our Constitution.”
According to Sklar, while
Americans routinely worship the Founding Fathers,
they know very little about
them. Some of the basics that
he hopes will shed light on

» on the grounds

Motor Vehicles
Chautauqua is a walking
community, and driving is
limited to travel to and from
the gate and designated
parking spaces. To
make the grounds safer
and more enjoyable for
pedestrians, there are
certain restrictions on the
use of motor vehicles.
The speed limit for motor
vehicles is 12 mph. Parking
permits must be displayed
and vehicles must be
parked only in designated
locations. Motorcycles
are not permitted on
the grounds during the
season.

these men, who Thomas Jefferson called “demi-gods,”
are: Who were they? What
were their backgrounds?
Why were they there? How
many were there? What
were their political views
and their social characteristics? What did they actually
do? And, equally interesting,
what did they not do?
Sklar holds a degree in history, cum laude, from Colorado University, and a juris

doctorate from Harvard Law
School. He was an intellectual property and entertainment lawyer in Hollywood,
has served as chair of the
Litigation Section of the California State Bar, functioned
as adjunct legal instructor at
Whittier Law School, in Costa
Mesa, California, and as visiting associate professor of
law at University of Tennessee Law School. Currently, he
teaches courses in American

history and law at the University of California, Riverside
Adult Extension Division.
The Men’s Club meets Fridays in the Methodist House
across from the Amphitheater and is open to all men
and women. All are invited
for coffee on the porch prior
to the talk.

The winners of the 2014
Literary Arts Contests
Awards were announced
on Sunday on the porch of
the Literary Arts Center at
Alumni Hall.
Fred Zirm, president of
the Chautauqua Literary
Arts Friends, presented the
first two sets of awards for
Younger Writers and Young
Adults.
The first award went to
Thane Brueschke, who was
presented with a special
certificate in recognition
of his poem, “Chautauqua.” While there were not
enough entries to place the
contestants, Zirm said that
Brueschke deserved recognition for his work.
The next awards given
out were for the Young
Adult categories, which are
for writers between 13 and
17 years old.
In the prose category,
Natasha Kisak received
an honorable mention for
“Letter from Below.” First
place went to Lily Dodd, for
“A Sort of Meltdown.”
In the poetry category,
Clara Miller received an
honorable mention for her
poem “Stuck,” while Rachel Valente took second
with her poem “Battle
Scars.”
The first-place winner
for Young Adult Poetry was
“Where I’m From (I’m From
Me),” written by Emily
Watters. While Watters was
unable to attend the ceremony, Zirm did read her
poem for the audience. The
line, “I’m from the halls of
elementary school and the
hells of high school” drew
laughs from the crowd.
Mo Saidi, a board member of the Friends, presented the Adult Poetry
Awards. Saidi said there
were 65 entries from 24
different poets. John Hoppenthaler, the poet-inresidence for Week Eight,
helped judge the poems
and choose the winners.
Both third and second
place went to Karen Weyant for “Surviving the Rust
Belt Apocalypse” and “The
April of Barn Swallows.”

Saidi read some of Hoppenthaler’s comments on
Weyant’s work, saying that
Weyant’s poems “transport
one and feel as authentic as
the artifice of poetry can allow.”
The Mary Jean Irion
Prize for first place went
to Barbara Sabol for “On
Losing My Hearing.” Saidi
presented Hoppenthaler’s
comments again, saying
that Sabol’s careful choice
of phrases and verbs were
“indicative of a poet in
command of all aspects of
poetry and her poem — a
poet with a good ear and a
good eye.”
“Thanks very much —
I really appreciate those
words,” Sabol said. “And
I’m very delighted to be
here at Chautauqua. This
is a lovely reason to return
to this beautiful place this
summer.”
Dave Northrup, another
Friends board member,
presented the Adult Prose
Awards.
Honorable
mentions were given to Alice
Mitchem Jenkins for “My
Friend Millie” and Shiva
Saboori for “P and J Citizenship.” Second place
went to Andrea Clay for
“Ham for Christmas.”
The Charles McCorkle
Hauser Prize for first place
went to Arlene Borden for
“Indian Summer.”
Northrup read an excerpt from “Indian Summer” and presented the
judge’s comments on Borden’s work, saying that
“there’s a kind of exuberance mixed with caution
that makes for great tension
in the writing: wanting
to hurry up, but also slow
down in life. Great details
and a fine voice throughout
lead to a wonderfully articulate ending.”
Zirm ended the ceremony by thanking the
donors for the Adult Prose
and Poetry Award Prizes
— both Sabol and Borden
received $100 in addition to
being recognized for their
work. Zirm also thanked
the Chautauqua Bookstore
for donating journals for
the Young Adult category
prizes.
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Chautauqua Dialogues delve into civil discourse
kelsey husnick
Staff Writer

A mishmash of Chautauquans — some veterans of
the Institution, some firsttimers; some older, some
in college; some Christian,
some atheist — sit in a circle
in the basement library of the
Everett Jewish Life Center.
Each person in the circle
wears a white, rectangular
nametag.
Ben.
Rita.
Anita.
Franklin.
First names only.
“Just don’t stick the nametag to the plastic Gate Pass
holder,” one person said. “It’s
ridiculously hard to peel off.”
Their small group of 15
is one of the Chautauqua
Dialogues groups. Other
circles bloom at venues such
as the Methodist House and
Catholic House. The conversations take place from 3:30
to 5 p.m. every Friday, after
the afternoon Interfaith Lecture. Chautauqua Dialogues
is a Department of Religion

initiative that gets Chautauquans to engage in civil discourse.
Roger Doebke, one of the
four founding members, said
it’s an experiment.
After Communities in
Conversation — a program
that had the same goals but
brought in religious leaders to give talks and answer
questions — failed to actually stimulate conversation,
Doebke said they devised
Chautauqua Dialogues.
“What we found was that
that question and answer
thing actually didn’t develop
dialogue. It was simply Qand-A. People weren’t taking
away any kind of an idea,” he
said.
Three years and a “facilitation handbook” later,
Chautauqua Dialogues has
brought in about 600 people
each season, and people are
walking away with the bigpicture takeaways Doebke
dreamt of.
“Sometimes in these dialogues, you will see transformation in the dialogue,”
he said. “This happens more

frequently when the topic
focuses on some social justice issue, like say incarceration. Sometimes, there will
be a very emotional topic,
and you’ll have people leave
the group saying, ‘I totally
changed my thought about
this. I’m just in a totally different place now than when I
came in.’ ”
Doebke and other facilitation leaders manage the dialogues in ways that encourage everyone to participate
and focus on the themes of
each week’s Interfaith Lectures.
The “first name thing”
was one such way the facilitators “level the playing
field” of people in the group.
“We’d have people come
into groups and assert themselves as having some great
expertise or the exclusive
truth — that they just wanted
to let people know what the
world was really like,” Doebke said. “We had to find a
way to come over that.”
There are other methods
the facilitators use to ease
conversation.
The “big picture thing,”
Doebke said, allows everyone in the group to introduce themselves by saying
what resonated with them

throughout the week in a
couple sentences.
“That actually had the unintentional consequence of
allowing us to see what was
on everybody’s mind, and
they see where we should
direct conversation,” Doebke
said. “Three or four people
will mention something —
that always happens — so
you can start with that because you have some type of
commonality to start developing a thread with.”
In groups, there is always someone who tries to
dominate the conversation or
makes a biased point, Doebke said. That’s why they
have the “meta thing.”
When a “conversation
stopper” occurs, the facilitator will call attention to it. If
someone quotes a statistic
from Fox News, for example,
Doebke said that instantly
sets off any liberals in the
group and conversation
stalls because of it.
“If you had mentioned this
idea without attribution, that
wouldn’t have happened,” he
said.
The facilitators are constantly learning and working
to improve the flow of the
dialogues, so that everyone
feels comfortable speaking

up and no one runs away
with the session, Doebke
said.
Additional learning is also
important for the attendees
of the sessions.
“I’m always interested in
hearing other people’s opinions,” said Anita, one of Doebke’s group members last Friday. “From what people say, I
learn what motivates them.”
For
Winona,
another
member of Doebke’s group,
the interest was in finding
out what hit home for other
people.
“I think it gave me a much
better perspective of how the
lectures are interpreted by
the larger audience of Chautauqua,” she said. “I had
hoped certain people were
taking certain things from
the lectures and it was interesting to see what people
had actually received.”
Winona said that, although she typically discusses the lectures with her
friends or joins in on porch
talks about the topics, Chautauqua Dialogues helped her
get a better idea of how the
lectures had been interpreted by other members of the
community.
“I absolutely love engaging in the dialogue,” she

» on the grounds

Police
The Chautauqua Police
Department, located in
the fire hall on Massey,
near the market gate, is
open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
during the season (716357-6225). After 5 p.m.,
Main Gate security may
be contacted at 716357-6279.
In case of emergency,
phone 911.

said. “I think it’s definitely
an integral part of Chautauqua.”
Week
Eight’s
group
brought up the need for local
action in their communities
and acceptance of others in
their conversation. They also
discussed privilege and education.
While topics emerge from
the weeks’ themes, Doebke
said sometimes the conversations take surprising
turns. Week Five was one
such instance.
“Everyone assumed — especially since it was on Friday and everyone would be
coming right to the dialogue
— that the topic was really
going to be about Scientology,” he said. “And it didn’t
turn out to be so.”
Despite having Sylvia Stanard, that Friday’s lecturer
on the topic of Scientology,
present in Doebke’s group,
the focus was on Native
Americans.
“It actually turned out
that there was much greater interest in [Tink Tinker]
and what he had to say than
there ever was in Scientology. It was so dramatic,” he
said. “Sometimes you’re very
surprised by what resonates
the most with people.”

Foglesong Fund
underwrites
Rashid lecture
The Foglesong Family
Lectureship Fund, a fund
held in the Chautauqua
Foundation, helps underwrite the 2 p.m. Interfaith
lecturer, Hussein Rashid.
Mark A. Foglesong and
Dianne M. Hilmer Foglesong established this endowment fund in 2002 to
support the work of the Department of Religion and,
particularly, its Abrahamic
Community program. The
Foglesongs and their two
children have been coming
to Chautauqua since 1976.
Mark Foglesong is retired
from a career with Eli Lilly.
Dianne Foglesong is retired
from a career in nursing.
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Giberson calls for paradigm shift from health care to health
Allison Levitsky
Staff Writer

In taking the Amphitheater stage for his Wednesday morning lecture, Acting
Deputy Surgeon General
Rear Adm. Scott Giberson
said that he had two goals: to
“accelerate a paradigm shift
to health,” and to “inspire
action.”
“You are all consumers of
health care,” he said. “You
are all making decisions of
either healthy behavior or
unhealthy behavior every
single day.”
Catering mainly to health
care professionals, Giberson
said that “in order to be leaders in health, to transform
health care, to function in
a new world, we have to be
transformative, collaborative,
and we have to be resilient.”
In advising health care
providers to be transformative, Giberson said that the
paradigm must shift from
health care to health. Focusing on health care decisions,
he said, is “reactive. That’s
too late. Let’s shift that paradigm to health decisions.”
Noting that he has managed 7,000 health care professionals in 11 health disciplines, Giberson stressed the
importance of collaboration
in interprofessional practice.
“There is no doubt it improves outcomes,” he said.
“We have to think about the
net outcome. The net outcome is health.”
Giberson’s third quality
for health care providers to
emulate — resilience — is
particularly relevant today,
he said.
“In today’s world of fiscal
cuts, human resource cuts,
scrutiny over performance
… you have to be resilient,”
he said. “You have to believe
in your cause, believe in
your innovation and move
forward.”
That world is also one of
major changes in the health
care system, he said.
“We’re at a critical threshold right now in the health
care system,” Giberson said.
“We have reform, we have
the Affordable Care Act, we
have change, we have people
finding their way in a new
system.”

rachael le goubin | Staff Photographer

Scott Giberson, acting deputy U.S. surgeon general, delivers the morning lecture Wednesday in the Amphitheater.

of privacy, but could you comment on that?

A:
Editor’s note: This Q&A has
been edited for clarity and length.

Q:

I want to go back to your
balancing model about
change, and where we were at
a tipping point, and you were
talking about it in a professional practice. And I found myself
wondering why data technology wasn’t on that fulcrum
that you had created. And is it
not true that advances in data
technology, the ability to share
both diagnostic equipment and
the ability to share the information therein, is a huge asset
of interpersonal practice?
Probably also a threat in terms

Absolutely. And one of
the reasons that was a
carryover slide from my pharmacy talk, where actually we’re
challenged in the profession of
pharmacy because we don’t
have that yet, that piece of I.T.
health that we do actually need.
So that’s why it’s not on this
tipping point just yet. Overall in
the health care system, if you
think why one of the benefits of
a closed system like the Indian
health service, or the V.A., or the
Department of Defense — it’s
just a closed system, and everybody shares information. The
dentist, and the pharmacist, and
the nurse practitioner, and the
nurse, and the physician all see
the same information, full medical record. That’s incredible,
and that helps you make better
decisions, and that helps to

expand the access to care. We
don’t quite have that yet, and it’s
not scaled out yet, and it’s not
on the tipping point, but it is one
of the variables that will make a
difference if we’re going to move
forward in inter-professional
practice.

Q:

Are there other industrialized countries using the
inter-professional model that
you describe?

A:

Absolutely. There are good
examples of it: New Zealand, Australia, some places in
the U.K., even Canada uses their
professionals in a different way,
in a slightly more expanded way
than we do. And they’ve had a
good outcome. So, yes, we do
model some of our things after
those countries, or look to them
to see their successes or failures
in those inter-professional practice realms.

Lakewood
N e w Yo r k

Q:
A:

In the future, will I see my
physician at Walmart?

Probably not. You know,
Walmart — when we think
of the traditional perspective
of a pharmacist as, you know,
talking about drugs and filling
prescriptions behind the counter at Walmart, CVS, Walgreens
— it’s true. And that’s still a lot
of where students go when they
graduate. However, the pharmacy has expanded, the topics
have expanded, the Walgreens
and Walmarts of the world have
developed the clinic within the
store, and you can see nurse
practitioners, and physician assistants, and now pharmacists
as part of that team. Generally
speaking, there are not physicians there. Now, can I predict
that there won’t ever be? I said
no, they probably won’t be,
but I can’t say that for sure.
I mean, that is a possibility.

But the one good thing about
that, if that were to happen, is
they would have a very close
relationship with the pharmacy,
because they’re right there,
and the nurse practitioners. So,
you know, embedding that is a
possibility, and it certainly will
improve access to care. You
think about this: if I said 270
million people visit a pharmacy,
that’s — I think, double or three
times the people that visit fast
food restaurants combined.
OK, so that’s an access point.
We probably don’t have enough
physicians to staff that. However, it’s a possibility, I’m sure.
Everything’s a possibility right
now.

Q:

OK, let’s stay on pharmacies for a second. How
do you balance the highquality mail-order pharmacies
— Caremark, OptumRx, etc.
— for chronic prescriptions,

One of the biggest needs
in health care today, Giberson said, is addressing the
cost of chronic care. Chronic
care accounts for 76 percent
of all physician visits, 99 percent of Medicare spending,
81 percent of hospital admissions and 91 percent of all
prescriptions filled, he said.
“It’s not getting any better,” Giberson said. “It’s getting worse.”
Another need is increased
access to care.
“Affordable coverage and
access to care are two different things,” he said. “Affordable coverage has put us on a
trajectory to improve access
to care, but that is still evolving. Sixty million Americans,
soon to be 80 million Americans, will lack primary care
access.”
Noting that those in urban areas have easier access
to doctors than those in rural
areas, Giberson discussed
inequities in health care access generally.
“We know that there’s
disparities in access,” he
said. “It’s not based on ethnic background or minority,
people of color. It’s based on
educational level, economic
status and age more so than
any other characteristic.”
A provider shortage of
80,000 to 200,000 can be expected in the coming years,
Giberson said. “It is challenging to be a physician,” he
said. “It is challenging to be a
pharmacist. It is challenging
to be other health care providers providing care in a
new payment system.”
One response to this shortage that Giberson proposed
was using every health care
provider to his or her full capacity. He recalled the inefficiencies evident during the
2001 anthrax attacks in New
York City, when pharmacists
were not licensed to administer vaccines, but firefighters were.
“We’ve corrected that. All
50 states, all pharmacists,
give immunizations,” he said.
“We have to think that same
way about providing care. We
have to engage every health
professional and use them to
the maximum of their licensure and capability.”
versus the local pharmacy with
a pharmacist that knows you?

A:

Yeah. Well, I’m a big
proponent of that trust
relationship. I’m a big proponent
of the person that functions as
another primary care provider
for the patient and they have to
establish a relationship. I know
in mail order, the sort of rules
are surrounding that they have
to have that relationship with
a primary care provider and
even a pharmacist. Subsequent
refills can be done through mail
order to increase convenience.
But I don’t want convenience to
replace the necessary relationship between a patient and any
health care provider. We don’t
want to lose touch with those
people, because it’s very important to us to have that patientprovider relationship.

o n b e a u t i f u l C h a u t a u q u a L a ke

—Transcribed by
Cortney Linneke
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Hale: Don’t let age diminish dreams

“S

ometimes preachers like to talk to a specific
group of people and invite the rest of you to
listen in. I am going to preach to the golden
girls and guys today,” said the Rev. Cynthia
Hale at the morning worship service Wednesday.
Hale departed from her announced title and scripture to
preach on “Living My Life Like It’s Golden.” Her text was
Joshua 14: 6-14.
“I got my first AARP card on the my 45th birthday. Was it
time? They wanted me and wanted me bad because on each
birthday I got another solicitation,” Halle said. “At 50 I succumbed; I was officially a senior citizen.”
People want to remain young forever, and youth has its
blessings and its place, she said, but getting older is good.
“I have always had salt and pepper hair and people tell
me I look like a silver fox. The Bible says that gray hair is a
crown of splendor, attained by a righteous life,” she said.
“My mother retired from teaching at age 70, and for a
while she went back [as a substitute]. She finally told them
that she wasn't coming back anymore; her life was just too
busy,” Hale continued. “She is 86 now and when I go home I
ask when I can see her and she says, ‘Make an appointment.’
Aging is the sweet liberation of possibility. We are free from
our youthful insecurities. I am so happy because the best is
yet to come.”
Aging is the swelling of fresh life, Hale said.
“Joan Chittister said that age is not a thing to be pitied,
it is a gift of God and has to be received with joy,” she said.
“Our older years should be ones where we are active, alert,
curious, socially important and spiritually mature.”
In the text, Caleb had served as one of the 12 spies who
went into the land of Canaan to find out what the land was
like. Ten of the spies decided it would be too difficult to
conquer, but Joshua and Caleb knew the Israelites could

Baptist House
The Rev. Richard Myers
gives a video presentation
on “Al Helm: Martin Luther
King in Palestine” at 7 p.m.
tonight for Vespers at Baptist
House.
Blessing and Healing Daily
Service
Sponsored by the Department of Religion, the Service of Blessing and Healing
takes place at 10:15 a.m. ev-

Morning Worship
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT
conquer it because God had already given the land to them.
“Fear paralyzed the people and kept them from going to
the next level of living, loving and being,” Hale said.
She asked the congregation: “What are you afraid of? Aging, falling, living alone, not enough money, insignificance?
Fear is false evidence appearing to be reality. Our fears are
usually nowhere near reality. Courage is the ability to press
on in spite of fears.”
Caleb and Joshua did not minimize the the problems
of conquering Canaan but they did not go along with the
naysayers. They looked for solutions and not problems.
Forty-five years after helping Israel conquer Canaan, Caleb
speaks up for the promise of land Moses gave him because
he remained faithful.
“There are challenges with aging,” Hale said. “Our eyes
don’t see as well and our ears don’t hear as well. We are not
as limber as we used to be and hopping out of bed is harder.
Actually, hopping out of bed is overrated. Now is the time
to slow down, take as much time as you want. Young
people, eat your heart out.
“We have to work around challenges and not allow them
to rob of us our life,” she continued. “Boundaries don’t
stop you unless you allow them to stop you. Caleb, at age

ery weekday in the Randell
Chapel of the United Church
of Christ headquarters.
Catholic Community
Daily Mass is at 8:45 a.m.
and 12:10 p.m. weekdays in
the Episcopal Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.
“Understanding the Effects of Childhood Trauma”
is the title of a talk by the Rev.
Kenneth Schmidt at 12:45
p.m. today in the Methodist

» on the grounds

TICKET REFUND/REPLACEMENT POLICY
2014 single-event tickets are non-refundable and nonreplaceable. Exchanges are allowed but must be made at
least 24 hours prior to performance time. No exchanges are
allowed if either performance is sold out. A $10 service fee
applies to any change requested after the initial order has
been processed.
Long-term tickets (overnight and longer) or parking permits
that have been lost, stolen or misplaced will be replaced. A
non-refundable fee of $10 will be charged for this service.
Single opera and theater tickets can be replaced at a charge
of $2 per ticket. Theater and opera tickets will be refunded
ONLY with corresponding long-term ticket refund requests. A
$10 service fee will be applied to all refunds.

Interfaith News
COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE
House Chapel. Schmidt is
executive director of Trauma
Recovery Associates in Kalamazoo, Michigan.
The Rev. Hugh Burns
speaks on “Lighten Up! —
The Spirituality of Humor”
at 12:45 p.m. Friday in the
Methodist House Chapel.
Burns is an NPR commentator. All are welcome to attend these free lectures
Chapel of the Good Shepherd
Holy Eucharist is celebrated at 7:45 a.m. weekdays
in the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.
Hebrew Congregation
The Chautauqua Hebrew
Congregation will hold its final Kabbalat Shabbat Service
to welcome the Sabbath from

5 to 6 p.m. Friday outdoors
at the lake near the Miller
Bell Tower. Susan Goldberg
Schwartz, cantorial song
leader of Temple Beth Zion
in Buffalo, New York, leads
the service. The Pier Building is the rain venue.
Hurlbut Church Meal Ministry
Members
of
Hurlbut
Church offer a turkey dinner with roast turkey breast,
stuffing, mashed potatoes,
gravy, cranberry, vegetables,
a homemade dessert and a
beverage from 5 to 7 p.m. today at the church. Cost is $12
for adults and $8 for children.
Lutheran House
The Revs. Adam and Jordan Miller-Stubbendick will
preside at a service of Eve-

85, was full of vigor; he is fearless and ready to claim his
inheritance. He asked for the hill country; he was up to the
challenge.”
Caleb was up to the challenge because he had faith in the
promise that God would be with him. He knew he was kept
alive for a purpose and he was going to the high places to
do something he had never done before.
“Some people come to the end of a career and think that’s
it. Just when we think we have reached the top, God raises
the bar,” Hale said. “Joan Chittister said that there is no
such thing as one life. We have a series of lives with their
own tasks, sins and plethora of possibilities. We live our
lives in seasons, as a mosaic as part of a whole. Each season
has its own distinct purpose.”
Hale asked the congregation: “Why is God keeping you
alive? What’s next? Some of you may not be aware yet of
why you are alive and others are moving and shaking in it.
What about the dreams that set your soul on fire with energy that can’t be controlled? We have the ability to dream
great dreams; what has become of your dreams?
“Are you listening to the naysayers? We all need a little
imagination and a big dream. If you think you can, you can;
if you think you can’t, you won’t try. When Caleb took the
hill country, his son came right behind him and took his inheritance. Who are the people watching you to see a way to
handle aging? You are not sitting around — you are gonna
make things happen.”
The Rev. Ed McCarthy presided. Bob Douds, host at the United
Methodist House, read the Scripture. The Motet Choir sang “Jesu,
The Very Thought of Thee,” music by Richard Proulx and words
by Bernard of Clairvaux. Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship
coordinator, directed the choir. The Daney-Holden Chaplaincy and
the Jackson-Carnahan Memorial Chaplaincy support this week’s
services.

ning Prayer at 7 p.m. today in
the Lutheran House. Bruce
Johnson will be our accompanist.

the patio behind the Unitarian Universalist House. All
are welcome.

Presbyterian House

The Rev. Bill Hoglund leads
the 7 p.m. Vespers tonight
in the Randell Chapel at the
UCC Headquarters building.
He will draw on their work in
chaplaincy and spiritual direction to invite us into a brief
service of singing, short readings and quiet reflection. We
look back over the week and
share its highlights.

The Rev. Robert Hagel presents a bibliodrama at Vespers
at 7 to 8 p.m. tonight in the
Presbyterian House chapel.
Participants will be asked
to ponder their own faith
stories in response.
Presbyterian House welcomes all Chautauquans
to our porch for coffee, hot
chocolate and lemonade
each morning following the
weekday morning worship
and preceding the morning lecture. This time is a
great opportunity to meet
and greet old friends and to
make new ones.
Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship
Students from the Fredonia University Gay-Straight
Alliance will discuss their
work at the weekly meeting
of Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)
from 7 to 8 p.m. tonight on

United Church of Christ

United Methodist
Coffee is offered to all between morning worship and
the 10:45 a.m. lecture weekdays on the porch.
The Rev. Sara Baron leads
a discussion on “What Role
Does Compassion Play in
Christianity?” at 7 p.m. tonight in our chapel.
Unity
Unity holds a morning
meditation 8 to 8:30 a.m.
weekdays in the Hall of Missions.

SERVICES
DIRECTORY
LES US HELP YOU
PREPARE FOR FALL
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Lartey: Death is a doorway
Kelsey Husnick | Staff Writer

E

xploring the traditions, cultures
and religions of others has
given Emmanuel Lartey a deeper
understanding of his own.
The Ghana native and L. Bevel Jones III
Professor of Pastoral Theology, Care, and
Counseling at Candler School of Theology
at Emory University focused on African
religious traditions and their relationship
with death during his 2 p.m. Interfaith Lecture Tuesday in the Hall of Philosophy. The
lecture, titled “Death is Like Birth: Death
and Life in African Religious Traditions,”
followed Week Nine’s theme, “From Here
to Hereafter: Facing Death with Hope and
Courage.”
Lartey said he spoke with many healers,
herbalists and “fetish priests” across the
African continent to capture the essence
of the various African religions, of which
there are many. Through his research, he
discovered themes that were distinctly African — even “in the mix of complex variety.”
In Western culture, the common belief is
that death is the opposite of life. That’s not
true in African culture, Lartey said.
“Life has no opposite, no ultimate relation. Life never ends,” Lartey said. “Life
continues through many forms and passages. Existence remains through many
forms and in many different ways.”
Death is more like a doorway in African
culture, he said. Its opposite is birth — both
are passageways to and from the physical
world, as the spirit transcends to somewhere greater.
Since death is seen as a gateway to another, spiritual realm, Lartey said it’s a
common African belief that the dead never
really leave, and are still present in family
life. In fact, the well-being and success of
the family depend on the dead doing their
part, as well as the living. Their job is to
protect and guide their family members
and act as elders.
“[Death] does not sever their connections with family, rather it extends the family’s relationships into infinity and eternity,” he said. “The African family as such
has a spiritual quality to it because it is
made up both of the living and the dead.”
Death is also a journey. Lartey said Africans describe death as though it’s a trip.
People are “going” somewhere or “returning home.” In Uganda, people might say
they were “told by Death to pack up their
load and go.”
He used the Ghanaian tradition as an
example and quoted Anthony EphirimDonkor, a professor specializing in African
studies: “The elders, particularly kings and
queen mothers, never die but merely travel
to other villages.”
This journey takes on important meaning during funeral ceremonies. Lartey said
it is believed that the soul goes on a nineday journey to a spiritual place geographically located west of Ghana. The soul must
pass through a dangerous wilderness and
then cross the River of Death — but not

without paying a fee to either canoe or be
ferried across.
“Several African groups engage the
practice of providing money or other essentials, at times placing these in the casket
or in the coffin, in order for the departed to
pay their fare across the river,” Lartey said.
It is also believed that the smoothness
of the soul’s journey depends on how the
person lived his or her life. If they were
moral and kind, the journey would be easy,
he said. If they were not, they might face
rough waters, fall out of the canoe and have
to swim for years to reach to other side.
The funerals themselves are also very
important in the Ghanaian tradition. The
family will act out the rowing of the canoe across the River of Death as a way to
help and encourage the journey of the deceased’s soul, Lartey said.
He also said people are buried in elaborate caskets, decorated with family crests
or in the shape of family totems. They represent the status of the person inside.
“My own maternal and paternal people
have perfected the craft of burying the
dead in elaborate, artfully constructed caskets that are customized to exemplify the
deceased’s personality,” he said.
Caskets in the shape of elephants — or
even Coca-Cola bottles — are not unlikely.
In other traditions, Lartey said people
are buried naked and funerals are private
events with only close family.
These burial traditions are important to
ensure that the deceased will be well received on the other side of his or her journey. Lartey said it follows the common African belief that “every human being has a
place to go” after death.
It’s a common African tradition to bury
people in the place where they were born,
he said.
“The burial is in the place where the
umbilical cord was buried — so there is
this connection between birth and death,”
Lartey said.
Death is also similar to birth because
this spiritual place where the souls travel is
nurturing and powerful — much like the
womb, Lartey said.
Finally, Lartey brought up the concept of
grief in African cultures, which is thought
of as a positive, healing process for both the
living and the dead.
“Grief is actually owed to the dead as
one of the things that can help complete
the death process,” he said. “Grief delivers
to the dead that which they need to travel
to the realms of the dead — a release of
emotional energy that provides a sense of
completion, or endedness or closure.”
The whole process of death is celebrated in African cultures, Lartey said. While
there is despair over the physical loss of
the person, death is celebrated as much as
birth. Both are gateways into new phases
of life.

Let’s visit
Westfield!
10.6 miles from
Chautauqua Institution

Matt Burkhartt | Staff Photographer

Emmanuel Lartey, L. Bevel Jones III Professor of Pastoral Theology, Care, and Counseling at Candler
School of Theology at Emory University, delivers his Interfaith Lecture concerning African religions’
traditions concerning death Tuesday in the Hall of Philosophy.
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CLASSIFIEDS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOR RENT

HOUSES FOR SALE

2015 SEASON

LAKEFRONT PARADISE. 6000
Route 5, Brocton, $399,900. 4
bdrm/3 ba split level, gourmet
k i t c h e n , c e n t r a l v a c & a i r,
meticulously renovated, 2875
sf, 1.25 acres overlooking Lake
Erie. Call Lou, Midtown Realty,
716-680-2865

FOR SALE

LAKESIDE RANCH. 10490
Bayshore, Dunkirk, $179,900. 4
bdrm/2.5 ba w/deeded lake
rights & beach access. 2306 sf,
2 fireplaces, central air, hardwood floors. Call Lou, Midtown
Realty, 716-680-2865
POST & BEAM. 12073
Forestville Rd, Silver Creek,
$314,900. 3 story/4 bdrm/3.5
ba, updated kitchen, central
vac, 2 fireplaces, 2952 sf, 13
acres. Call Lou, Midtown
Realty, 716-680-2865
PRAIRIE STYLE. 227 Chestnut,
Fredonia, $239,900. 4 bdrm/2
ba, fireplace, 3125 sf, 1.7 acres
featured in Dan Reiff's
Architecture in Fredonia. Call
Lou, Midtown Realty, 716-6802865

JOURNAL by GEORGE E.
VINCENT 1896-97. Hand written and illustrated of his trip to
Europe and Orient. $5000
OBO. Call Rich 908-319-2892.
OPERA COLLECTION - 450
LP's - always played on audiofile equipment. Huge Bjorling
collection. Many boxed sets.
$1195 Spanos 412-977-1896.

BOATS FOR SALE
15 FOOT, fiberglass, 9.9 outboard, electric start, trolling
motor, trailer included. $1,000.
357-3035.

CONDOS FOR SALE
COOP APT 33 Miller 2 Br 2 Ba
Sleeps 6 Central location, furnished, updated $149,900.
MLS #1034777 Karen Goodell
716-789-2165

EDUCATION
EXPLORE ADMISSIONS to ST
THOMAS CHOIR SCHOOL,
We s t 5 8 t h , N Y C ( w w w.
choirschool.org). Education for
boy choristers of worldrenowned choir Saint Thomas
Church Fifth Avenue. Call 212247-3311, Grades 3-8, or, visit
Toothman Family, 27 Waugh
(CowHouse) 724-747-3575.

FOOD/PRODUCE
100% Grass-Fed Beef Cuts,
Certified Organic Chickens,
Shiitake Mushrooms, and more.
Green Heron Growers, 2361
Wait Corners Rd, Sherman, NY,
15 minutes from Chautauqua
Institute. Farm Store open daily
8am-8pm, self-serve. 716-7530371, www.greenherongrowers.com

@chqdaily

TASTEFULLY REMODELED. 7
Bernett, Fredonia, $179,900. 3
bdrm/2 ba, split level, new roof,
cherry kitchen. 2075 sf, cul-desac, immaculate. Call Lou,
Midtown Realty, 716-680-2865

OFF-SEASON
RENTAL

SAILBOAT-16' MFG fide winder. On CHQ grounds. Complete,
good condition, garage kept.
$500/OBO. 734-649-0149.
5 CIVIL WAR stories and a
boys recollections of Lincoln in
1 9 0 7 " Yo u t h ' s c o m p a n i o n "
reprinted newspaper in bookstore $3.95.Incl three baseball
ads.

TOWNHOUSE, next to
Institute,lakefront, 2 b/r, fully
furnished. Monthly, weekly.
716-512-2212.

HOUSES FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE

BEAUTIFUL BRICK. 10021
Route 60, Fredonia, $389,000.
4 bdrm/2.5 ba, 2 story, 2505 sf,
2 fireplaces, cherry kitchen,
11.7 acres adjacent 12 acre
parcel also for sale. Call Lou,
Midtown Realty, 716-680-2865

1 9 t h C E N T U RY C O U N T RY
home with large separate
garage/storage. 4+ Acres.
Scenic, spacious lawn with
trees and flower gardens.
$58,000. 9192 Belson Rd.,
Westfield NY 716-326-4185.

BEAUTIFUL COLONIAL. 58
Highland, Brocton, $149,900. 4
bdrm/2.5 ba, modern oak kitchen, sauna, pella windows, 2475
sf, 1.6 acres. Call Lou, Midtown
Realty, 716-680-2865

SERVICES

COUNTRY CHARMER. 8853
Shumla, Fredonia, $327,900. 5
bdrm/4 ba ranch, modern oak
kitchen, 2553 sf, 44 acres, 3
ponds, 2 barns. Free gas. Call
Lou, Midtown Realty, 716-6802865

CHARMING VICTORIAN.
Weeks 3&9. 5 BR. Sleeps up to
13. 4 full baths. 2 Kit. 2 LR. 2
DR. 2 W/D. 6 porches. Large
Patio. Grill. Cable. DVD. Highspeed wireless internet. AC.
On-site parking. Excellent location. Near Amp. $2900. scarwin@peoplepc.com. 412-8187711.
COLLINGWOOD 11 FOSTER.
Great location, great porches. 3
Bedroom apartment availability
Weeks 3,4,6,8,9; 1 Bedroom
apartment availability weeks
1,8,9. carolcollins53@gmail.
com 716-570-4283
FOR RENT - all weeks. Quiet
first floor 1 bedroom apt. $1000/
week. 716-753-2473 normankarp@yahoo.com
NEW CONDO, 2BR/2 bath, first
floor, spacious & bright kitchen,
large porch, WiFi/cable, central
A/C, W/D, patio with grill, driveway parking space. Great location: 46 peck. $2,500/wk. 814440-8781
WEEK 1,2,or9. Albion A, 5
South Terrace. Modern 2 bdrm,
2 ba, porch on Miller Park,
Central A/C, W/D, WiFi. $2,200
week. 242-327-7863. victoriasallen@gmail.com

ELEGANT & UNIQUE. 416
Chestnut, Fredonia, $529,000.
3 bdrm/2.5 ba custom built
ranch, 2456 sf, every amenity
imaginable. Call Lou, Midtown
Realty, 716-680-2865
LAKEFRONT HOME. 10080
Green Hills, Brocton, $154,900.
2 bdrm/1 ba quality custom built
2 story, view of Lake Erie from
every room. Call Lou, Midtown
Realty, 716-680-2865

BEAUTIFUL GARDEN
DISTRICT weeks 6&7. Built
2011. 6 bedrooms, 3.5 baths,
porches. No pets. Call 716969-4758.

16 HURST AVE. Charming arts
and crafts style cottage-secluded 4BR, 2BA, double lot, great
p a r k i n g . We e k s 3 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 9 .
Beautiful porch, barbeque patio
304-551-3123

chqdaily.com

2015 SEASON 2BR Lakeview
Condo. All Amenities. Central
Location. 330-416-2229

TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206
The Margaret Miller
Newman Lectureship Fund
and the Higie Family Lectureship sponsor today’s
10:45 a.m. lecture by Martha
N. Hill.
Margaret Miller Newman, who died in 1981 at
the age of 93, was a granddaughter of Chautauqua cofounder Lewis Miller. She
served as historian of the
Smith Memorial Library at
Chautauqua and was prominent in historical and preservation societies at Chautauqua and in western New
York.
Newman was a member
of the Chautauqua County

Historical Society, the Chautauqua Foundation and the
Chautauqua Literary and
Scientific Circle. She was
active in the Chautauqua
Women’s Club, the American Association of University Women reading group,
the Mayville Tuesday Club
and the Mayville Grange.
In her earlier years, Newman conducted an interior decorating business in
Cleveland. Before her death,
Newman was honored at
a dinner held to recognize
members of the Charles Edison Fund board.
Bill, Pauline and the Higie family’s interests in

law, business, communications, health and fitness
and their love of Chautauqua was the key deciding
point to sponsor a lecture.
Bill and Pauline Higie have
been coming to Chautauqua
since they were married in
1953. In 1982, they bought a
home in Summer Haven, a
lake-front community near
the grounds, to make their
summer residence at Chautauqua more permanent.
The love of Chautauqua has
been passed down to the Higie’s four children and their
grandchildren.
Bill Higie was vice president, secretary and gen-

eral counsel at Forest Oil
Corporation in Bradford,
Pennsylvania. He has also
been active in the Catholic
community, serving on the
board of directors, as vice
president, and a member of
several committees. He aslo
was a chair of the committee
that established the Catholic
House at Chautauqua. He
has also served on the Institution’s Finance Committee
and Religion Committee.
Pauline Higie was a
speech pathologist in Bradford. She has been deeply
involved in CLSC, particularly banner preservation.

Barnum-Follansbee Fund provides for CLSC author Fink
The Caroline Roberts Barnum and Julianne Barnum
Follansbee Fund provides
funding for today’s Chautauqua Literary and Scientific
Circle Roundtable presented
by Sheri Fink, author of the
recently published book Five
Days at Memorial.
Julianne Barnum Follans-

bee established the fund in
the Foundation in memory of
her mother, a lifelong Chautauquan and an active member of the CLSC Class of 1937.
Upon her death in 2012, the
Fund’s name was changed to
honor both of these women.
Caroline Roberts Barnum
was intensely interested in

current affairs and world
events, and the fund supports CLSC authors who address topics that would have
been of interest to her.
Her great-great grandchildren, Madeleine Julianne
Leenders and Jason Leenders
are the eighth generation of
Barnum’s and Follansbee’s

family to attend Chautauqua.
If you are interested in discussing the possibility of supporting the Chautauqua Literary
Scientific Circle or another aspect
of Chautauqua’s program, please
contact Karen Blozie, director of
gift planning, at 716-357-6244
or email her at kblozie@ciweb.
org.
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Mystic Heart meditation emphasizes experience
mark oprea
Staff Writer

A philosopher once visited the Buddha and asked:
“Without words, without the
wordless, can you tell me the
truth?”
Buddha kept silent.
After a while the philosopher lept up, satisfied, and
bowed graciously to the Buddha.
“Oh, thank you for clearing me of my delusions and
showing me the true path,”
he said before darted off.
A perplexed disciple taps
the Buddha on the shoulder.
“What was that about?” he
said.
“A good horse runs at
even the shadow of a whip,”
the Buddha replied.
Since the turn of the century, Chautauquans have
expressed interest in Eastern
religions. In July 1897, C.S.K.
Rutrum of India lectured on
the “oriental splendor” of
the Hindu religion, comparing it to a “path to a Christian God.” In 1901, Judge D.P.
Baldwin “strived to show that
we undervalue” Eastern religions and must “adapt [ours]
to them and learn to think
about Chautauqua in Asiatic
terms.”
A century later, Methodist-Buddhist monk Heng Sure
ventured to Chautauqua in
1999 to speak on behalf of the
United Religious Initiative,
and noted that the Institution had “become more and
more a place of hyphenated
religions.”
In 2003, the Mystic Heart
Program was created as a
response to this increasing
interest. Maureen Rovegno,
associate director of the Department of Religion, said
that the program was started
by the Rev. Ross Mackenzie and Sikh minister Subagh Singh Khalsa not just to
curb the spiritual appetite
of Eastern-interested Chautauquans, but to go one step
further.
Its purpose, she said, “was
to provide meditative practice, which is more common
to the Eastern expressions of
Hinduism and Buddhism.”
Rovegno said this allowed
for “a broader embrace of the

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Attendees of the Mystic Heart seminar are led in meditation by Subagh Singh Khalsa July 17 at the
Hall of Missions.

world’s religions,” than just
from the lecture platform.
Rovegno, who taught
world religions for 14 years,
designates herself an “interfaith,
interdenominational
chaplain,” and has completed
two years of clinical pastoral education. As a scholar
of Eastern thought, Rovegno
has always abided to the
Chautauquan motto of being
“philosophically open to all.”
And that means making room for practitioners of
Eastern religions.
“Absolutely,” she said. “It’s
been a part of Chautauqua’s
religious evolution to expand
our religious embrace.”
In 2008, after five years of
the Mystic Heart program,
Rovegno and a study group
banded together to analyze
the religious communities at
Chautauqua — to survey the
present so that they might
direct the future. A strategic
plan was formalized in 2010,
as based off the group’s analysis, and aimed to “welcome
a presence” of other religions
besides Christianity and Judaism, “specifically the Eastern traditions, like Hinduism
and Buddhism,” Rovegno
said.
The reason, she said, was
to demonstrate Chautauqua’s

religious plurality in the
same manner its denominational houses do with Abrahamic faiths.
It was “so that, one day,
a dream would be to have a
Buddhist house here, a Hindu house,” Rovegno said, “or
to have an interfaith house to
wrap its arms around nonAbrahamic religions.”
Taking the commonly
Christian term of “ecumenical” (from the Greek oikoumene, “the whole inhabited
earth”), Rovegno hopes to
expand the term in a sense,
opening it to religious traditions not-so-much traditional
in Chautauqua.
For now, Mystic Heart is
the best bet, she said.
Subagh has headed the
program since its inception.
Based around mystic meditative practice, a daily Subagh
lesson can draw on anything
from Kundalini yoga to a
Mahayana-inspired mantra,
or chant. Subagh himself
has studied with Zen Buddhists, learned from Christian preachers and instructed
Methodists. What Mystic
Heart is, to Subagh, is nothing one-sided.
“We are giving everyone
the opportunity to engage in
spiritual practices,” he said.

“We do not specify any certain tradition.”
This summer, Subagh’s
program featured a lineup
of guest seminar leaders, including Unitarian Universalists, born-and-raised Methodists and Sufi converts.
Larry Terkel, CEO of Global
Health Care and a Buddhist
Minister, was Methodist until he studied Buddhism and
Hinduism in India. Michael
O’Sullivan has abided by the
Kwan Um School of Zen for
25 years. Before that, he was
Catholic.
The many flavors of the
Mystic Heart program, Subagh said, demonstrate the underlying ingredient on which
all teachers focus.
“At the heart of our intention, there is a mystical experience — as at the heart of
all religions there is a finger
pointing right to this mystical
experience,” he said.
In Subagh’s Manual of Mystic Meditation Practice for Absolutely Everyone, he addresses
his reader by stating that his
practice is universal and can
be “understood by people of
any background,” relating it
to self-focused definition of
“spiritual.” It is through the
discipline of mediation, Subagh said, that one can reach

this “unknowable” experience called “mystic.” Many
traditions, he said, attempt to
label this experience in certain ways, but “the mystical is
mysterious,” and hard to pin
down with words.
Rovegno said that she admires Mystic Heart because it
approaches these ideas of the
mystic in a “natural, organic
way.” Practitioners with a
background in Catholicism,
or another in Judaism, can
comprehend what Subagh or
another teacher is teaching
because of its focus on spirituality.
Jeannette Ludwig, a teacher of Special Studies in the
world’s religions at Chautauqua, said that Subagh’s
Mystic Heart program is a
“very valuable asset to Chautauqua” in the sense that it
allows persons interested in
mysticism to inquire not only
about its studies, but also
how to practice it in a “safe
environment.”
Anyone from what she
calls “bookstore Buddhists”
to avid practitioners of an
Abrahamic faith are welcome
to “explore something that
they wouldn’t have otherwise” outside the Institution.
Subagh criticizes the common image of mediation as a
“stress reliever” or an afterclass ritual at a suburban karate course. Although beginners will find instant reward
in removing stress, he said
there’s more to the meditational practice than calming
down one’s nerves.
“If you stop at stress management, then you are cheating yourself,” he said. “You
have the power to discover
much more.”
Although much of what
Subagh teaches deals with
healing, his lessons deal more
so about learning how to see
experiences as they are and
allowing peace to be a choice
rather than just an opportunity. A participant of one of
his seminars will not only
learn this sense of control,
but also this more-important

notion of self-understanding.
Brittany Ko, an undergraduate student at Princeton University, said that she became
interested in Buddhist meditation a few years ago when
she entered college. Her reason to participate in Subagh’s
Mystic Heart stems mainly
from its focus on practice.
“You can have a preacher
tell you all of these things,
but in the end it’s not about
words,” Ko said. “It’s about
experience.”
Ludwig said that so many
persons of diverse traditions
find mystic mediation invigorating because of the “spiritual language” that is commonly used. She said meditation
is “a way of approaching the
sacred in direct experience.
And how that gets shaped
depends on the religious tradition in which you’re functioning.”
Rovegno said practices
like Zen Buddhism can be
approached by adherents of
all religious faiths because of
this goal to “empty thought,”
to simply focus on one’s
breath, or mantra, to achieve
“the experience of the divine,” rather than talking
about it.
“It’s to let go of language,
because language limits,”
Rovegno said. “The minute
we try and define something,
we are limiting it. The minute
we try and define God we
limit whatever God is.”
As far as any organized
Eastern community in Chautauqua goes, Subagh said
that, although he’s interested,
he’s not openly striving for
one. The reason is best observed by attending one of
his sessions, sitting next to
another man, woman, Catholic, Buddhist — and realizing
that programs like Mystic
Heart don’t need to celebrate
any specific tradition, East or
West. What unites practitioners, he said, is simply “being present,” through what’s
called the mystic, by sitting
still on the floor or in a chair.
In silence.
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PROGRAM

Th
THURSDAY
AUGUST 21

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.
7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation:
Spiritual Practices of World
Religions. Leader: Larry Terkel.
(Judaism/Kabbalah.) Donation. Bring
gate pass. Main Gate Welcome
Center Conference Room
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd
8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of
Missions
8:30 (8:30–10) CHQ Health Care
Forum Lecture. “Taking Control
of Alzheimer’s Through Research:
The Roadmap to Therapies.” Tim
Armour, Cure Alzheimer’s Fund;
Samuel Gandy, Mount Sinai.
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion. Hall
of Missions Grove
9:00 Chautauqua Speaks. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
“Women of the Impressionists.” Mimi
Gallo, art historian and co-founder of
Art Partner Inc. Women’s Club house
9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. “The Way Up
is Down.” The Rev. Cynthia Hale,
founding and senior pastor, Ray of
Hope Christian Church, Decatur, Ga.
Amphitheater
10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel
10:45 LECTURE. “Have You Looked at
Nursing Lately?” Martha N. Hill,
dean emeritus, Johns Hopkins
University School of Nursing.
Amphitheater
12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
12:15 Knitting. “Women4Women–
Knitting4Peace.” UCC Reformed
House Porch
12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart
Meditation Seminar. “The Mystic
Path in all Religiions.” Leader:
Larry Terkel. (Judaism/Kabbalah.)
Donation. Hall of Missions

12:30 CHQ Health Care Forum Lecture.
“Integrative Medicine.” Greg
Coppola, LECOM. Athenaeum Hotel
Parlor
12:45 Chautauqua Catholic Community
Seminar. “Understanding the
Effects of Childhood Trauma.” The
Rev. Kenneth Schmidt, St. Thomas
More Catholic Student Parish;
executive director, Trauma Recovery
Associates, Kalamazoo, Michigan.
Methodist House Chapel
1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market.
Farmers Market
1:15 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club
2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
“Embracing Death to Live Life.”
Hussein Rashid, professor, Hofstra
University. Hall of Philosophy
(simulcast in the Hall of Christ)

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. All singers welcome.
(Two rehearsals required to sing at
Sunday worship services.) Smith
Wilkes Hall

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd

6:45 PFLAG Support, Information
and Annual Meeting. Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship House

8:30 (8:30–10) CHQ Health Care
Forum Lecture. “State of Health
in Chautauqua County.” Christine
Schuyler, Chautauqua County
Department of Health and Human
Services. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

7:00 Devotional Services and
Programs. Denominational Houses
7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation:
Spiritual Practices of World
Religions. Leader: Larry Terkel.
(Judaism/Kabbalah.) Donation. Bring
gate pass. Main Gate Welcome
Center Conference Room
8:15 SPECIAL. Yesterday – The Beatles
Tribute. Amphitheater

F

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center

FRIDAY
AUGUST 22

3:30 CLSC AUTHOR PRESENTATION
Sheri Fink, Five Days at Memorial.
Hall of Philosophy
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
4:30 Chautauqua Advocates Event.
For existing participants and those
interested in Chautauqua Advocate
program. Visitors Center

•••

Melvin Johnson Sculpture Garden
closes.

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.
7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation:
Spiritual Practices of World
Religions. Leader: Larry Terkel.
(Judaism/Kabbalah.) Donation. Bring
gate pass. Main Gate Welcome
Center Conference Room

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion. Hall
of Missions Grove
9:00 Nature Walk. (Programmed by the
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden
Club.) Jack Gulvin, BTG naturalist.
Meet at rear (lake side) of Smith
Wilkes Hall
9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. “Work Your
Grace.” The Rev. Cynthia Hale,
founding and senior pastor, Ray of
Hope Christian Church, Decatur, Ga.
Amphitheater
9:15 Men’s Club Speaker Series. Dan
Sklar. United Methodist House.
9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed
E Dof
by Chabad Lubavitch
CEL
C A N “Life Cycle Events.”
Chautauqua.)
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Literary
Arts Center at Alumni Hall
10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel
10:45 LECTURE. John R. Lumpkin, director,
Health Care Group, Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. Amphitheater
12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed
by the Writers’ Center.) “Reading
Globally.” Evan Fallenberg. Literary
Arts Center at Alumni Hall porch
12:30 Women Seeking Serenity. Hurlbut
Church Parlor
12:30 CHQ Health Care Forum Lecture.
“Western New York’s Lead in
Electronic Medical Record Usage.”
Dan Porreca, executive director,
HEALTHeLINK; Betsy Wright,
president and CEO, WCA Hospital.
Athenaeum Hotel Parlor
12:45 Chautauqua Catholic Community
Seminar. “Lighten Up!” The Rev.
Hugh Burns, O.P., Dominican
preacher and NPR commentator.
Holy Innocents Parish, Pleasantville,
New York. Methodist House Chapel

chqdaily.com

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
“Dying, Death and Beyond: A Jewish
Perspective.” Rabbi Samuel M.
Stahl, rabbi emeritus, Temple BethEl, San Antonio. Hall of Philosophy
(simulcast in the Hall of Christ)
2:00 (2–5) Mah Jongg. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Memberships available at the door.
Women’s Club house
2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
3:30 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture
Series. “Five More Giants of
Chautauqua: Bill Flanders, Caroline
Bissell, Addie Mae Smith Wilkes,
O.W. Norton, Jim Roselle.” As told
by five good Chautauquans. Hall of
Philosophy
3:30 CHQ Health Care Forum Lecture.
“Serving Chautauqua County’s
Needs.” Betsy Wright, president
and CEO, WCA Hospital; Daniel
Johnson, director of rehabilitation
services, and Jodi Witherell, vice
president of quality services, Brooks
Memorial Hospital; Patty Ballman,
administrator, Westfield Memorial
Hospital. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall
3:30 (3:30–5) Chautauqua Dialogues.
(Sponsored by the Dept. of Religion.)
Facilitator led group discussions. No
fee but sign up required by Thursday
at 2 p.m. Interfaith Lectures.
Locations to be announced
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
4:00

Executive Committee Meeting.
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni
Committee.) Literary Arts Center at
Alumni Hall Kate Kimball Room

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat:
Welcome the Sabbath.” Service led
by Susan Goldberg Schwartz. Miller
Bell Tower (rain location Pier Building)
6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. All singers welcome.
(Two rehearsals required to sing at
Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth
S. Lenna Hall
8:15 SPECIAL. The Orchestra starring
Former Members of Electric
Light Orchestra & ELO Part II.

