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Kemal Kirişci — 
the TÜSİAD senior 
fellow and director 
of the Center on the 
United States and 
Europe’s Turkey 
Project at Brook-
ings Institution — 
will bring decades of study 
on his home country to the 
Amphitheater at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the final morning 
lecture on Week Eight’s 
theme, “Turkey: Model for 
the Middle East?”

Kirişci’s expertise in 
Turkish foreign policy 
and migration studies will 
guide him as he sheds light 
upon the question mark 
that looms over the end of 
the week’s title. The integ-
rity of Turkey’s democratic 
principles has come under 
fire in light of the protests 
this past May and the gov-
ernment’s responsive po-

lice action. This 
morning, Kirişci 
will speak about 
the complexities 
that have recently 
beset the already 
complicated nature 
of democracy in the 
country.

Kirişci ad-
dressed the histori-

cal underpinnings of the 
protests in an interview 
for a June 2013 Washington 
Times article. 

“In an ironic way,” he 
said, “[the protests are] a 
product of the success of 
this government in help-
ing to develop a stronger 
middle class, especially the 
highly educated section of 
the middle class that lives 
in the cities. … The govern-
ment’s failure to hear their 
voice and the adoption of 
policies that these people 
feel are strangling their in-
dividualistic liberties.”

Late Night Cabaret provides CTC conservatory actors last chance to unleash their talent, Page 2

C-Scows pass Miller Bell Tower during a lap of the Aug. 3 Chautauqua Yacht Club Open Class Invitational Regatta. GREG FUNKA | Staff PhotograPher

Today’s WeaTher saTurday sunday
HIgH 74° LOw 58°
Rain: 10%

Sunset: 8:17 p.m.

HIgH 77° LOw 60°
Rain: 10%

Sunrise: 6:27 a.m. Sunset: 8:15 p.m.

HIgH 77° LOw 63°
Rain: 10%

Sunrise: 6:19 a.m. Sunset: 8:14 p.m.

Join or start the online conversation every day at Chautauqua using the hashtag #CHQ. Look for your posts on the Daily’s Storify page, at storify.com/chqdaily. www.chqdaily.com
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Zeki Saritoprak, 
the Nursi Chair in 
Islamic Studies at 
John Carroll Uni-
versity, considers 
Fethullah Gülen to 
be one of the most 
influential Muslim 
Turkish scholars in the late 
20th century, citing his con-
tributions to education, aid 
organization and interfaith 
dialogue. 

Gülen leads the Gülen 
movement, also known 
as Hizmet, which began 
in the 1960s. In his 2 p.m. 
Interfaith Lecture today 
in the Hall of Philosophy, 
Saritoprak will discuss the 
movement’s significance, as 
well as religion and culture 
in Turkey.

“It can be argued that 
with the efforts of interfaith 
dialogue begun by Gülen 

and the movement 
in Turkey start-
ing in the 1980s 
… the movement 
contributed to the 
growth of tolerance 
between different 
segments of society 
— particularly Jew-
ish and Christian 
minorities,” Sarito-

prak wrote in an email.
The Turkish political 

system is very secular, he 
said, with a constitution 
that prohibits headscarves 
in public school. But as 99 
percent of Turkey’s popula-
tion is Muslim, Turkish cul-
ture is heavily influenced 
by Islamic traditions. This 
is seen particularly during 
events such as Ramadan. 

Turks are very proud of 
their history, Saritoprak 
said, leading to heightened 
nationalism that actually 
goes against Islam. 

sariToprak

kirisci

Saritoprak focuses on 
culture, religion, Gülen 
movement in Turkey

Kirisci to discuss 
state of democracy 
promotion in Turkey

“C
hautauqua’s very hard to de-
scribe,” said Billy Collins, for-
mer poet laureate of the Unit-
ed States, “as anyone who’s 

asked to describe it probably says.”
This marks Collins’ fourth visit to 

the Institution. He noted that whenever 
he comes to Chautauqua, it seems to in-
volve some time-travel to a simpler, more 
thoughtful time. He described the place’s 
origins as very philosophical, which per-
haps explains why so many people on the 
grounds are buzzing about the chance to 
spend their Friday night watching a con-
versation between a poet and a musician.

At 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater, 
Collins will conduct a conversation with 
popular singer-songwriter Paul Simon. Col-

lins describes the show as “70 percent Paul 
and 30 percent me.” The event is not planned 
as a concert, but Collins thinks they may cap 
the evening with a small musical perfor-
mance and a little poetry reading. He said 
they like to keep their plans loose, though, 
so anything could happen. They will mainly 
discuss how Simon writes his music, analyze 
their musical and literary influences and dis-
sect the process of composition.

“Paul’s rather unique in his ability to 
step back from the music and be a musi-
cal critic,” Collins said. “Also, he’s a very 
charming fellow. Talking about yourself 
can lead to immodesty, but he talks in such 
a cool way.”

C O N v E R S At i O N S 
w i t H
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The “Briefly” column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended 
to provide space for announcements from Institution-related or-
ganizations. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a 
story, it should not be repeated in “Briefly.” Submit informa-
tion to Gavin Higbie in the Daily editorial office. Please provide 
name of organization, time and place of meeting and one contact 
person’s name with phone number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days 
before publication.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
• The Women’s Club flea boutique will be held from noon 
to 2 p.m. today behind the Colonnade. Items for sale in-
clude clothing, jewelry, purses and household goods. 
• Members are invited to the Women’s Club house from 
2 to 5 p.m. today to play Mah Jongg. Bring your National 
Mah Jongg League 2013 card, which are available at the 
door or at the Chautauqua Bookstore. 
• Social bridge sessions for men and women are offered 
at 12:30 p.m. Saturday at the Women’s Club house. Single 
players are welcome. Membership is not required.
• The Contemporary Issues Forum is held at 3 p.m. Satur-
day in the Hall of Philosophy. This week’s speaker is Julia 
Preston, who will speak on “The New America and the 
Politics of Immigration Reform.” 

Artists at the Market
The Artists at the Market is open from 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday 
at the Farmers Market. Artists and vendors bring a variety 
of unique items, and artists change daily.

Non-perishable food drive
Chautauquans can dispose of their sealed, non-perishable 
foods, such as boxed and canned items, in the cartons inside 
the north entrance of the Post Office Building. Mayville Food 
Pantry makes the food available to needy individuals and 
families in the Chautauqua Lake Central School District. For 
more information, contact Lou Wineman at 716-357-5015.

Nature Walk
Meet naturalist Jack Gulvin at 9 a.m. today under the 
green awning at the back of Smith Wilkes Hall for a walk 
through the grounds. This event is sponsored by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club. 

Members wanted for Dixie Lakesiders
The Dixie Lakesiders are looking for a trombone player 
and a banjo player for the 2014 Season. Interested players 
should be able to read and improvise Dixie music. Call 
Paul Weber at 716-789-4064 or Charlie Tea at 716-269-7835 
during this season for more information. After the season, 
reach Weber at 724-222-7281 or Tea at 724-443-2061.

Bryant Day Celebration
All CLSC graduates are invited to the annual Bryant Day 
Celebration, 11:30 a.m. Saturday at Miller Bell Tower, ring-
ing the Bryant Bell in celebration of a new reading year. The 
honored guests are the graduates of the CLSC Class of 2013.

Jewish Film Festival
At 3:30 p.m. Sunday at the Everett Jewish Life Center, the 
Jewish Film Festival concludes with “Walk on Water,” which 
will also be shown at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday. All are welcome. 

Chautauqua Music Camps Jazz Concert
Students from Chautauqua Music Camps will present a 
jazz concert at 2 p.m. today at Fletcher Music Hall. 

Turkish Islamic calligraphy demonstration
Fettullah Simsek, a member of the Turkish community of 
Buffalo, N.Y., will demonstrate the art of Turkish Islamic cal-
ligraphy from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. today at the Baptist House.

CORRECTION
The photo on Page 10 of Thursday’s Daily was of a special 
luncheon for the Sponsor Club within the Bestor Society. 
The Sponsor Club comprises individuals who have made 
a contribution of $5,000 or more to the Chautauqua Fund.
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Although they have al-
ready performed in drag 
(convincingly) and played 
instruments onstage this 
season, the Chautauqua The-
ater Company Conservatory 
is taking one more opportu-
nity to unleash their talent.

This may or may not in-
clude more actors in drag.

In their final show of the 
season, the conservatory 
members will put on the 
annual Bratton Late Night 
Cabaret at 10:30 p.m. tonight 
at Bratton Theater.

The performance, which 
will last a little more than an 
hour, is the last chance for 
the actors to show off their 
various artistic chops that 
may not have been show-
cased in any of the season’s 
previous shows. 

“The show is full of sur-
prises and is based off what 
these actors feel they want 
to perform, what they want 

to pursue,” said Marlee Faye 
Koenigsberg, CTC directing 
fellow. “We’ve sketched to-
gether this theme that hon-
ors the incredible patrons we 
have and honors the compa-
ny’s season as whole.”

Within the theme of the 
show, there is an “enemy of 
the theater”-type character, 
an homage to the spirited 
Friends of Chautauqua The-
ater troupe, that will serve as 
a guide to the performance’s 
events.

The amalgamated perfor-
mance will likely consist of 
musical numbers and dance 
acts — conservatory actor 
Matt Raich said he is hoping 
to dance the tarantella, for 
example. There will also be 
various send-offs, sketches 
and parodies. (It’s even ru-
mored that characters from 
the season’s previous pro-
ductions will make guest ap-
pearances.) 

It’s Koenigsberg’s job 
to help make sure that the 
show runs smoothly.

“As a director, I’m over-
seeing all of the elements 
coming together; I’m over-
seeing what we need pro-
duction-wide, and then I’m 
overseeing what content the 
actors are generating,” Koe-
nigsberg said. “This is dif-
ferent than directing a show 
that has a script. … This is 
contingent and based off 
what the actors want.”

This is her second direct-
ing stint this season; earlier 
in the summer, Koenigsberg 
directed a production of Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet for the CLSC Young 
Readers program in prepara-
tion for The Romeo & Juliet 
Project.

But this will be different. 
As this cabaret is more like 
an artistic collage, Koenigs-
berg has helped the cast of 
14 find a throughline for the 
show. 

“It is very different than 
any other directing experi-
ence, because it’s generated 
by those who are perform-

ing,” she said. “I’m here to 
make sure that the show 
tells a cohesive story, that all 
of the elements fall into place 
and that we have a balance 
of participation.”

Koenigsberg said that she 
and the cast have had many 
brainstorming sessions re-
garding what everyone 
wants to do, all while keep-
ing in mind, “What does this 
sketch say?” To the cast and 
crew, this performance is 
just as serious as any other. 

However, in addition to 
that seriousness, Koenigs-
berg and the cast hope that 
the audience gets a good 
laugh out of the production 
— especially as there will be 
a lot of surprises, she said. 

“I think it’s a fun send-
off,” Koenigsberg said. “And 
it can be a thank you; it can 
be an opportunity for the ac-
tors to unleash talents that 
we haven’t seen yet. It’s re-
ally an ensemble piece, so 
it’s a time for them all to get 
together and perform in this 
one, big final night of per-
forming for the Chautauqua 
audience with that kind of 
‘thank you’ send-off energy.”

Late Night Cabaret provides CTC conservatory  
actors last chance to unleash their talent

Questions?
A group of Chautauquans 
has volunteered to help 
answer questions from 
visitors to the Institution 
and will be available at 
different locations around 
the grounds on weekends 
and at the beginning of 
the week. “Drive through” 
stations at the two Main 
Gate entrances 2–5 p.m. 
Saturdays will be set up 
to assist those searching 
for their on-grounds 
accommodations. 
Assistance is available 
from volunteers, wearing 
green aprons, stationed 
around Bestor Plaza from 
12 to 4 p.m. Sundays and 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. and 12 
to 2 p.m. Mondays and 
Tuesdays. 

   » on the grounds

IN sEARCh OF sNACk

GreG Funka | STaff PhoTograPher 
someone has stolen their snack! five-year-olds from the Blue room at Children’s school ride off in search of their next clue in a grounds-
wide scavenger hunt.
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what goes up must come 
down, so goes the saying. 
But in matters as complex 
as human life or, say, Chau-
tauqua Institution, it may 
be better described as ris-
ing and declining. In talk-
ing about the Institution, 
Jon schmitz, Chautauqua 
archivist and historian, will 
add resurgence to his 3:30 
p.m. lecture today in the 
Hall of Christ.

This appearance is 
schmitz’s second this week 
to talk about the origin, rise, 
decline and resurgence of 
the Chautauqua Movement. 
He is speaking as part of the 
Oliver Archives Heritage 
Lecture series.

It is the mother Chautau-
qua here in new York that is 
front and center in schmitz’s 
mind. But its history and 
cycle of success is entwined 
with daughter Chautauquas, 
which at one time spread 
through the United states 
and Canada, and the Cir-
cuit Chautauquas, traveling 
shows that in their heyday 
brought the name “Chautau-
qua” to the mouths of nearly 
50 million people.

“The high point for the 
circuits and for the move-
ment, at least in terms of 
numbers, was 1924, 50 years 
after the first Assembly at 
Fair Point,” schmitz wrote in 
an email. “But the following 
year, in 1925, the numbers 
suddenly, and almost inex-
plicably, dropped off.”

The mother and daugh-
ter Chautauquas were 
soon to meet their own 
obstacles, especially with 
the Great Depression. Ad-
ditionally, there were 
many other competitive 

educational opportunities 
and the invention of radio 
and then television, which 
commanded attention and 
supplied some of the ba-
sic news and information 
that people had previously 
found at Chautauqua.

“Chautauquas are not 
by nature economically vi-
able,” schmitz said. “They 
need to be made to work, 
and that is not easy to do. 
They thrived on presenting 
audiences with something 
new, but soon became old 
themselves.”

The real question is not 
why most Chautauquas 
fail. Rather, how did a few 
survive? 

“The ones that survived 
the best, that is with the best 
programs, were those that 
had communities to rely on,” 
schmitz said.

In an effort to attract more 
people, the Circuit Chautau-
quas brought on more popu-
lar — and more vulgar — 
shows. The more traditional 
mother and daughter Chau-
tauquas, those with a more 
stable sense of community, 
came to look at the circuits 
with disdain.

“By the mid-1920s, cir-
cuit and traditional Chau-
tauquas were very differ-

ent and each was wishing 
to have less to do with the 
other,” schmitz said.

Prohibition and women’s 
suffrage at one time provided 
a common cause for people 
involved in the Chautauqua 
Movement. when Prohibi-
tion was repealed and wom-
en received the right to vote, 

Chautauquans lost a com-
mon unifying cause.

nonetheless, the mother 
Chautauqua maintained 
itself, as did some of the 
daughter Chautauquas. 

The new York Chautau-
qua has been especially suc-
cessful in the last generation.

“The Institution’s success 

has played a large role in 
stimulating a new interest 
in Chautauqua,” schmitz 
wrote. “Many communities 
have approached us, many 
have called the Archives, in 
fact, hoping to start or re-
vive a Chautauqua in their 
community.”

There is more behind 

this interest than simply 
wanting to do what the In-
stitution does.

“I believe that this need 
is not a sentimental longing 
for a past era … but a more 
sophisticated awareness 
of something having been 
lost,” schmitz said.

Chautauqua: Rumors of its decline have been greatly exaggerated

Roxana PoP | Staff PhotograPher 

Schmitz

kelsey burritt
Staff Writer

nancy McCabe earned 
an MFA in fiction from the 
University of Arkansas and 
a Ph.D. with a dissertation 
on fiction from the Univer-
sity of nebraska — but she 
currently writes nonfiction. 
As someone who specializes 
in creative nonfiction and 
memoir, McCabe knows that 
life has a way of not going as 
planned. 

A conversation with Lee 
Gutkind, the founder of the 
journal Creative Nonfiction, 
flipped a switch for McCabe. 
Writing fiction had not felt 
right for a while, she said. 
she realized that what she 
was trying to set to paper 
was too close to her own life, 
and cloaking it in fiction was 
stifling the story’s power.

“I was draining away the 
drama of the events as op-
posed to increasing it,” Mc-
Cabe said. “That doesn’t 
mean that I’ve given up fic-
tion altogether; it just means 
that for a period of time, 
nonfiction seemed to be the 
thing that was best suited to 
the material that I had.”

Deliberately labeling ma-
terial as fiction or nonfiction 
is perhaps one of the few 
ways that readers can dis-
tinguish the ever-blurring 
line between the genres. Mc-
Cabe will discuss the con-
troversial topic in a Brown 
Bag lecture titled “Crossing 
the Line: Autobiographical 
Fiction and Fictionalized 
Memoir” at 12:15 p.m. today 
on the porch of the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall.

McCabe is the director of 
the writing program at the 
University of Pittsburgh at 
Bradford and has written 
four memoirs. Her work has 
been lauded with a Push-
cart Prize and has also ap-
peared numerous times in 
Best American Essays and 
Best American Nonrequired 
Reading, both published by 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

“I think that we read 
things a little bit differently 
depending on what they’re 
called,” McCabe said. “If 
they’re called fiction, we 
know it’s a made-up sto-
ry. It might tell emotional 
truth, but we know that 
the events themselves — 
even if they’re maybe auto-
biographically based — are 
still an invention.” 

something labeled non-
fiction, on the other hand, 
brings with it a certain level 
of interest based on the as-
sumption that it actually 
happened. Readers connect 
with a story in a different 
way based on this “nonfic-
tion contract,” McCabe said. 
For this reason, readers may 
feel betrayed if they discover 
something labeled nonfic-
tion was actually fabricated 
by the author.

A recent and controver-

sial example is that of writer 
James Frey, who admitted 
that he had exaggerated 
much of his life story as re-
counted in his memoir, A 
Million Little Pieces.

“If [Frey] had just called 
that a novel,” McCabe said, 
“there just wouldn’t have 
been an issue.”

Readers forming expecta-
tions based on these labels 
might be a contemporary 
problem. As it is, the genre 
of creative nonfiction is only 
decades old. while authors 
have been writing nonfic-
tion creatively for centuries, 
McCabe said, the term itself 
emerged from the journal-
ism of the 1960s. 

now that the genre of 

creative nonfiction has been 
established, much more dis-
cussion has been generated 
about its rules, boundaries 
and exceptions.

“I think a lot of things 
maybe that were written as 
nonfiction at one time might 
be written as memoirs to-
day,” McCabe said. “For 
instance, sylvia Plath’s The 
Bell Jar, which is pretty au-
tobiographical, might very 
well have been written as 
a memoir if she were doing 
that now.”

McCabe suspects that 
readers have, for whatever 
reason, grown skeptical of 
fiction, fearing that it isn’t 
“true” and thus they can-
not connect with it. she 

disagrees, finding just as 
much truth in fiction as in 
nonfiction, although per-
haps it is not always inter-
preted literally. 

Besides, after an experi-
ence in which her mother 
disagreed with several in-
stances of truth-telling in 
McCabe’s first memoir, she 
has realized that the notion 

of absolute truth is impos-
sible even in nonfiction. 

“It was an interesting les-
son to me in a couple [ways],” 
she said. “One, just that we 
do experience things differ-
ently, and two, that when 
you put something into 
print, you have to be really 
sensitive about the power 
that gives you.”

mccABE

McCabe to discuss convergence of fiction and nonfiction in Brown Bag

CourteSy of Chautauqua InStItutIon arChIveS
The Chautauqua Amphitheater, circa 1959.



Page 4 The Chautauquan Daily  Friday, August 16, 2013

F R O M  PA G E  O N E

The Chautauquan Daily
Celebrating 137 Years of Continuous Publication

www.chqdaily.com

Editorial Staff

 Matt Ewalt Editor
 Jordan Steves Managing Editor
 Gavin Higbie	 Office	Manager
 Anthony Dominic Copy Editor
 Victoria Wolk Copy Editor
 Josh Austin Theater, Family Entertainment Series
 Kelsey Burritt Literary arts 
 George Cooper Archives
 Paige Cooperstein  Visual arts, bookstore, library
 John Ford Features
 Devlin Geroski Development, special afternoon programs
 Mark Haymond Recreation, Sports Club, Boys’ and Girls’ Club
 Beverly Hazen Bird, Tree & Garden Club
 Lori Humphreys Features 
 Nikki Lanka Religion: Interfaith Lecture previews,   
  Sacred Song Services, choir, organs
 Maggie Livingstone Chautauqua Women’s Club, 
  Contemporary Issues Forum
 Natalie Mayan Dance, Institution administration, board of   
  trustees, property owners association
 Kaitrin McCoy Symphony, Logan Chamber Music Series,   
  Pier Club
 Jess Miller Morning lectures
 Mary Lee Talbot Religion: Morning Worship
 Kelly Tunney  School of Music, Young Readers
 Meg Viehe  Interfaith News
 Fredo Villaseñor Religion: Interfaith Lecture Series, Mystic   
  Heart, Abrahamic Program for Young Adults
  2013 Ernest Cawcroft Journalism Fellow
 Chad M. Weisman Opera, Children’s School
 Greg Funka Features Photographer
 Benjamin Hoste Photographer
 Katie McLean Photographer
 Roxana Pop Photographer
 Brian Smith Photographer

ProdUCtioN Staff

 Raymond Downey  Production Manager
 Katherine Armstrong Design Editor
 Kelsey Bell Design Editor
 Sean Philip Cotter Web Editor
 Mikaela Longo Design Editor
 Andrew E. Mitchell Multimedia Editor
 Amanda Tuthill Design Editor

BUSiNESS offiCE

 Stacy Hathaway Advertising Manager
 Ryan Spink Advertising Assistant
 Mac McShane	 Business	Office	Manager
 Greg Delahoy Circulation Manager
 Tammy Shaffer	 Business	Office	Associate

Business telephone   716-357-6235 
Advertising telephone   716-357-6206
Circulation telephone   716-357-6235
Fax number   716-357-9694
Editorial telephone   716-357-6205 or 357-6330
Email address   daily@ciweb.org

Published by Chautauqua Institution, P.O. Box 1095, Chautauqua, N.Y. 14722,  
daily, Monday through Saturday, for a period of nine weeks, June 22 
through	August	24,	2013.	The	Institution	is	a	not-for-profit	organization,	
incorporated and chartered under the laws of the state of New York.

Entered	at	periodical	rate,	July	11,	1907,	at	the	post	office	at	Chautauqua,	N.Y.,	 
under the act of 1870: ISSN 0746-0414.

55 issues; home delivery by carrier, $46.50; mail, $65.
Postal regulations require that mail subscriptions be paid in advance.

Chautauqua Institution is a non-profit organization, dependent 
upon your gifts to fulfill its mission. Gate tickets and other revenue 

cover only a portion of the cost of your Chautauqua experience.

Kirişci	 said	 the	 interna-
tional reputation of the Jus-
tice and Development Party 
(AKP) has not yet been fully 
tarnished, as there is still 
a great deal they can do to 
recoup their standing in the 
United Nations and in the 
European	 Union.	 Kirişci	
makes his living by develop-
ing strategies the country’s 
leaders might use in internal 
affairs	and	 in	 their	relations	
with neighbors and the in-
ternational community at 
large. 
Kirişci’s	 work	 also	 con-

siders the role of social 
media in the Arab Spring 

and the resulting social 
uprisings that have taken 
place in the Middle East. In 
his lecture, he will discuss 
the challenges that come 
with	 the	 polarization	 and	
increasing multiplicity of 
views expressed online by 
Turkish	citizens.

Like many of his fellow 
countrymen,	Kirişci	has	been	
harshly critical of Turkish 
Prime Minister Recep Tayy-
ip	Erdoğan’s	recent	abuses	of	
power. He said his intent is 
not to contribute to the fray, 
but to shed light upon the 
complexities and provide a 
lens through which they can 
be understood.
Week	Eight’s	final	speaker	

once sang a far more optimis-

tic tune of his native country. 
In a Feb. 8 open letter to Pres-
ident Barack Obama, titled 
“Re-Betting on Turkey” and 
published at turkishnews.com, 
Kirişci	 advised	 improved	
relations with the peninsu-
lar nation, beyond the levels 
that the U.S. Department of 
State had already reached. 

“Clearly, much more 
could have been achieved,” 
he wrote. “Highlighting a 
more ambitious agenda for 
U.S.-Turkish relations for 
your administration is criti-
cal. Turkey itself is still a big 
bet if the global liberal order 
in Turkey’s neighborhood 
and Turkey’s own member-
ship to that order is going to 
be ensured.”

Kirişci	 recognizes	 the	
threats police action poses 
to Turkey’s place in the Eu-
ropean Union and in the 
United	 Nations.	 His	 first	
name, Kemal, is popular in 
his country, partly because 
it belonged to the hero of 
Turkish democracy, Mustafa 
Kemal Atatürk, whose 1923 
reforms following World 
War I set into motion the 
steady state of democracy 
the Eurasian Peninsula has 
enjoyed in the ensuing de-
cades.	Kirişci	views	himself	
as a part of Ataturk’s tradi-
tion and has faith in his ef-
forts and in their ability 
to make real change in the 
constant evolution of Turk-
ish democracy.

Kirisci
from page 1

simon/collins
from page 1

saritopraK
from page 1

“In Islam, there is no con-
cept of nationalism,” Sari-
toprak said, “because [Mu-
hammad] himself says there 
is no superiority of an Arab 
over a non-Arab and a non-

Arab over an Arab. The only 
context for superiority is pi-
ety or good works, not race 
or the color [of] one’s skin.”

Saritoprak wrote about 
Gülen’s	 faith	 as	 a	 Sufi	 in	
Turkish Islam and the Secular 
State: The Gülen Movement, 
edited	by	Hakan	Yavuz	and	
John L. Esposito. In the text, 

Saritoprak quotes Gülen de-
scribing	Sufism	as	“the	path	
followed by an individual 
who, having been able to free 
himself or herself from hu-
man vices and weaknesses 
… lives in accordance with 
the requirements of God’s 
knowledge and love and in 
the resulting spiritual de-
light that ensues.”

Saritoprak describes the 
Gülen movement as one of 
the most important civic 
movements of the day. He 

points to it as a reason for the 
improvement of education 
in Turkey, as the movement 
runs more than 1,000 schools 
in Turkey and around the 
world. 

“Having come from a re-
ligious background, Gülen is 
known as an Islamic schol-
ar,” Saritoprak said, “but 
the movement has a much 
broader scope, and its aid 
functions go beyond the Is-
lamic world.”

The two men met in the 
early 2000s at a fundraising 
event for PEN Internation-
al,	 an	 organization	 work-
ing to promote freedom of 
expression. Every table at 
the fundraiser had a writer 
as its host; Simon sat at the 
table Collins was hosting. 
The	 two	 hit	 it	 off	 so	 well	
that when the 92nd Street 
Y cultural center in New 
York City asked Collins to 
participate in an interview 
event, he chose Simon as 
the person he would most 
like to interview. 

“Hearing Paul Simon 
talk about his music is a 
fairly rare thing,” Collins 
said.     

Since then, Collins and 
Simon have interviewed 
each other several times. 
For their next event, they 
will travel to Emory Uni-

versity, where Simon was 
invited to participate in the 
Richard Ellmann Lectures 
in Modern Literature this 
fall.

The two stick to an unre-
hearsed format that makes 
their interaction more 
of a chat between good 
friends than a hardline in-
terview. As tonight’s event 
progresses in the Amphi-
theater, Simon will play a 
few bars from some of his 
most popular songs to il-
lustrate the creative issues 
he worked through to get 
to	 the	 finished	 product,	
and the duo usually takes 
questions from the audi-
ence toward the end of 
their discussions. Collins 
likes to answer questions 
about	 specific	 poems	 and	
finds	 it	 interesting	 to	 hear	
Simon’s answers about spe-
cific	songs.

“The smaller the ques-
tion, the better,” Collins 
said.

Stand-out kidS

BRIAN SMITH | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
anna goldberg, of Cleveland, sorts money at a lemonade stand Thursday afternoon at the corner of Crescent and palestine. The money 
raised at the stand will benefit the Chautauqua fund.  

Bicycle Safety RuleS
 1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operation condition and  
  shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling   
  device, a rear reflector and a headlight. Operators under 14  
  years of age must wear a NYS-required helmet. 
 2. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths  
  reserved for pedestrian use. 
 3. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and  
  prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph. 
 4. Bicyclists shall always give the right of way to pedestrians. 
 5. In accord with New York state law, bicyclists shall observe  
  all traffic signs and signals (for example, stop signs,  
  one-way streets) 
 
Parents must ensure that their children ride responsibly — by 
enforcing the rules and by setting a good example.
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As the Arab Spring spread from Tunisia to the rest 
of the Middle East early in 2011, the longtime 
opposition figure Rashid al-Gannouchi, also the 
co-founder and leader of Tunisia’s an-Nahda party, 

was among the many leaders who pointed to Justice and 
Development Party (AKP)-led Turkey as a model for guid-
ing the transformation of the Middle East. Gannouchi main-
tained close relations with AKP and its leadership, which 
later became closely involved in Tunisia’s transformation 
efforts. Yet, after a May 2013 talk on “Tunisia’s Democratic 
Future” at The Brookings Institution, Gannouchi’s response 
to a question asking him which countries he thought con-
stituted a model for Tunisia was striking because he did 
not mention Turkey. It is probably not a coincidence that he 
responded the way he did because the news about the harsh 
police response to the initial stages of the anti-government 
protests in Turkey was just breaking out. Subsequently, in 
an interview he gave to Jackson Diehl of The Washington Post 
early in June, he also took a critical view of both Moham-
med Morsi and Recep Tayyip Erdoğan for their majoritarian 
understanding of democracy, a view that he said an-Nahda 
renounces. So what happened to Turkey’s model credentials? 
What might have led Gannouchi to change his views so 
dramatically? Are there any prospects for Turkey to reclaim 
these credentials?

For a long time, Turkish schoolchildren were taught how 
the 1923 establishment of the Turkish Republic on the ashes 
of the Ottoman Empire and the reforms introduced by the 
founder of the republic Kemal Atatürk constituted an ex-
ample for nearly all the national liberation struggles against 
colonial powers during the first half of the 20th century. 
As the Soviet Union collapsed and the question of reform 
and democratization emerged in its former republics, The 
Economist announced Turkey to be the “Star of Islam” and a 
model particularly for the newly independent Central Asian 
republics. Roughly a decade later, the idea of Turkey as a 
“model” was raised once again, this time by U.S. President 
George W. Bush, when he launched the Broader Middle 
East and North Africa Initiative after intervening against 
Saddam Hussein in Iraq. In both cases, Turkey’s “model” 
credentials were promoted by the West because Turkey was 
both a secular Muslim country and a democracy with a 
liberal market and close ties to the West. But many Turkish 
leaders were somewhat reluctant to take up the mantle of a 
role model and some even feared that this could undermine 
Turkey’s national identity and secularism. 

The Arab Spring brought about a different context. This 
time it seemed that it was the Arab world that was keen to 
take Turkey as a model. Public opinion surveys run by the 

Turkish Economic and Social Studies Foundation (TESEV) 
between 2010 and 2012 repeatedly showed that approxi-
mately 60 percent of the Arab public saw Turkey as a model 
and believed that Turkey could contribute positively to 
the transformation of the Arab world. A number of factors 
made Turkey attractive to the post-Spring Arab public. The 
most visible one was Turkey’s economic performance. The 
impressive growth rates that the Turkish economy achieved 
at a time when Western economies were suffering caught 
attention. This was accompanied by the growing visibility of 
Turkish manufactured goods and investments in the region. 
Furthermore, the Turkish government’s efforts to encourage 
regional economic integration and the signing of free trade 
agreements with a string of countries including Syria and 
Lebanon was welcomed as development that would help 
the region’s economic development. The AKP government’s 
policy to liberalize visa requirements also made it possible 
for an ever-growing number of Arab tourists, professionals 
and students to come and see this economic performance 
with their own eyes. The fact that a political party with 
Islamist roots was in power in Turkey since 2002 and that it 
had introduced a long list of reforms to improve the quality 
of Turkey’s democracy was another factor that strengthened 
Turkey’s model credentials. In the early stages of the AKP’s 
government, Turkey’s close relations with the EU and its 
prospects of membership also attracted considerable posi-
tive attention and appreciation. 

Turkey’s popularity was also strengthened by the “zero 
problems with neighbors” policy of Turkish Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Ahmet Davutoğlu. In the Middle East, the 
cornerstone of this policy was Turkey’s ability to improve 
its relations with neighboring countries and to talk to all 
parties involved in the region’s disputes. In Lebanon, Tur-
key was able to engage with Hezbollah as well as with the 
Christian and Sunni leaderships. The same was true of Iraq, 
where Turkey maintained close contacts with Sunni, Shi’a, 
Kurdish and Turkmen parties during much of the 2000s. 
Longstanding tensions with Syria over territorial disputes, 
water rights and the Kurdish issue were replaced by much 
closer and warmer relations. Additionally, Erdoğan’s criti-
cal stance toward Israel and his support for the Palestinian 
cause galvanized the Arab street even if it did raise some 
eyebrows in diplomatic circles.

However, this positive climate did not last very long and, 
as a result of at least two important developments, Turkey’s 
credentials began to weaken. Firstly, as the excitement over 
the region’s prospects of transformation from authoritarian 
to more democratic regimes waned and peaceful revolutions 
were replaced by civil war, sectarian strife and instabil-
ity, Turkey increasingly became embroiled in the regional 

conflicts rather than an arbiter of them. The worst of this 
turnabout occurred in the case of Turkey’s relationship with 
Syria, once presented as a resounding success of Turkey’s 
“zero problems” policy at its best, which has deteriorated 
into virtual undeclared warfare. Practically all the gains 
achieved with respect to visa liberalization and economic 
integration has collapsed. The free trade agreement with 
Syria was suspended in December 2011, the one in Lebanon 
could not be activated and relations with the Nouri al-Mali-
ki government in Iraq entered an impasse. Most recently the 
new Egyptian regime appears inclined to reassess Egypt’s 
relations with Turkey in reaction to Erdoğan’s bitter criti-
cisms of the military intervention and pro-Morsi stand. As 
a result, many commentators have come to characterize this 
dramatic transformation in Turkish foreign policy as “zero 
neighbors without problems.”

Secondly, the brutal police repression used against the 
anti-government protests in Istanbul and across Turkey 
coupled with Erdoğan’s choice of denigrating language 
toward the protestors raised doubts about the quality of Tur-
key’s democracy. Even before the protests broke out, these 
doubts had already started to be expressed, particularly 
with respect to press freedoms and the freedom of expres-
sion. Turkey had increasingly been cited as a country that 
had a greater number of journalists in jail than did China, 
Iran and Russia. Furthermore, Turkey’s inability to resolve 
its Kurdish problem — ironically at a time when the prime 
minister was launching an effort to address the problem — 
began to be seen as yet another weakness that engendered 
views critical of Turkey’s model credentials. The coup de 
grace came as Erdoğan in his third term of office, after a 
resounding electoral victory in 2011, began to adopt an in-
creasingly authoritarian style of leadership in his third term 
of office, grew unwilling to accept criticisms and displayed 
a majoritarian understanding of democracy. His discourse 
and policies became more and more at odds with a country 
characterized by diversity in all senses of the word: cultur-
ally, ethnically, religiously, socially and politically. It is then 
not surprising that Gannouchi should have reconsidered 
his views about Turkey’s model credentials for Tunisia’s 
transformation and taken a critical view of Erdoğan’s own 
democratic credentials. 

Is this then the end of the road for Turkey as a model 
for the transformation of the Middle East? The answer will 
clearly depend a lot on the lessons that Erdoğan and his gov-
ernment will draw from the protests in Turkey as well as the 
loss that Turkey’s role-model status has suffered recently. It 
is difficult to see how Turkey could revitalize these creden-
tials if Erdoğan maintains his current domestic and regional 
courses of action. It is also difficult to see how, under these 
circumstances, Turkey would be able to finally resolve the 
thorny Kurdish issue, continue to keep the economy grow-
ing, maintain Turkey as a major attraction for tourism, raise 
new generations of youth capable of keeping up with the 
challenges of globalization and, perhaps most importantly, 
manage the Syrian crisis in a manner that does not draw 
Turkey into it. The alternative course of action would revisit 
the pragmatism and inclusiveness that characterized the 
first two AKP governments. Such a course of action would 
revitalize Turkey’s democratic transition and credentials as 
a model capable of reconciling Western liberal values with 
a religiously conservative society. Indeed, such a Turkey 
would regain its constructive role in its neighborhood and 
also energize its relationship with the EU. Yet, if the current 
course of action is maintained, it may well drag Turkey into 
turmoil and the kind of instability and polarization that 
could cause Turkey to look more like the post-Arab Spring 
Middle East rather than an inspiration for pluralist democ-
racy, consensus building and tolerance.
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The rise and fall of Turkey as a model for the Arab Spring

Guest Column by KEMAL KIRISCI

Kemal Kirişci is the TÜSİAD Senior Fellow in the  
Foreign Policy Program at The Brookings Institution

From Today’s Lecturer
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Dear Editor:
over the past few days the Lorax made a delightful ap-

pearance in chalk on the sidewalk in front of Smith memorial 
Library. if he had the opportunity to address Chautauqua 
property owners, they might hear him say:

“I’m urging you, please, 
 Don’t let vines grow on trees!”

Vines can harm trees and even kill them. the growth of 
vines can also mask structural defects as they develop in 
trees, creating the risk of limbs or trees falling without warn-
ing. Vines with a stranglehold around a tree can block sun-
light, deprive the tree of nutrients, and hold moisture against 
the bark, thereby creating conditions that invite pests and 
diseases. the sheer weight of vines — which may become 
even more severe when wet or under heavy snows — can 
cause trunks and branches to crack and break.

the best solution is not to grow vines near trees. ivy should 
be removed from trees carefully to minimize damage to the 
bark, and if vines have grown beyond reach, homeowners 
should contact a certified arborist to remove them.

our abundance and variety of trees is one of the most de-
lightful aspects of Chautauqua. Give these green resources 
their best chance to thrive by letting them grow free of vines.

Diana Ames

Dear Editor: 
A few weeks ago at our Saturday morning Short Story 

Discussion Group we were examining a story about the Civil 
War in Biafra when an o.A.C. (only at Chautauqua) moment 
occurred. 

one of the participants in our class was a united States 
Forest Ranger who had been stationed in the country at 
about the time that the war was being waged. She was able 
to add valuable information and insight that helped with our 
understanding of the story. So, as we like to say, o.A.C.! 

William E. Bates
P.O. Box 1352

Dear Editor: 
Several days ago i noticed a menu board on the ground 

as i approached the exit door of the Brick Walk Cafe. A girl 
about 8 or 9 years old was struggling to prop open the door 
that the menu board had been leaning against. i picked the 
menu board off the ground and leaned it against the door 
just as the girl latched it in the open position. the girl, looked 
up, all smiles, and said, “the power of two.”

Vern Wallace
4 Judson

Dear Editor:
thank you for publishing the article about Grant Cooper 

in the Aug. 14 Daily. it undoubtedly called reader’s attention 
to his talk that evening, sponsored by the Chautauqua Sym-
phony Partners.

i fully understand that space limitations precluded your 
giving a more complete picture of Grant’s remarkable ca-
reer, but i would like to point out an important part of it that 
was not mentioned. in 1995, Grant was an originator of the 
Bach and Beyond Baroque music Festival, a three-day event 
held annually at the magnificently restored Fredonia Opera 
House. Grant has served as its artistic director/conductor for 
these past 18 years, assembling a group of 21 outstanding in-
ternational musicians. Among them is his wife, margie, who 
has been a violinist with the CSo for the past 21 seasons.

the talk was indeed fascinating. it not only presented in-
teresting information and experiences, but also gave Chau-
tauquans the opportunity to hear an extremely articulate 
and entertaining speaker.

June Dietrich
Chautauqua

Dear Editor: 
on a whim i decided to head to Bratton theater to see Bird 

Elephant China, the one-woman show presented by Deirdre 
Lovejoy.

i could not have imagined being so moved, entertained, 
mesmerized and transformed by the experience. DeDe deliv-
ered an absolutely brilliant performance, breathtaking in its 
capacity to engage the audience and keep them laughingly 
spellbound.

Her subject is her own medically/psychologically confus-
ing and difficult-to-understand experience over a period of 
months and years.

She is a master storyteller with a strand of genius!
While she is not presently planning to repeat her perfor-

mance, there was not one soul present who did not feel she 
most definitely should!

Bravo to her and to Chautauqua theater Company for in-
viting her.

Francine Pokracki, M.D.

Dear Editor:
this summer i have repeatedly made the following obser-

vation: motor vehicles that are driven by Chautauqua em-
ployees are often in violation of traffic laws, especially with 
regard to stop signs. it includes drivers of club cars, trams, 
and even buses. in one week i saw an employee go through 
stop signs four times without slowing. The first time, I spoke 
to him — his response was to make a joke of it — and then i 
saw him do it three more times. A few days ago, a man and a 
woman in a club car drove across thunder Bridge while kids 
on bikes and pedestrians were going back and forth.

this kind of behavior by employees of the institution puts 
us all at risk, especially the frail and elderly, disabled people 
pushing walkers and riding scooters (my wife happens to 
be one), and children on bicycles. the people who should be 
setting the right example for the rest of us appear to me to be 
some of the most unsafe drivers.

the danger is especially great at night because so many 
Chautauqua roads are poorly lit, if lit at all. Consider massey, 
which is heavily trafficked and has many unmarked road-
side hazards.

Chautauqua institution should assume responsibility for 
this and emphasize safe driving by its employees. Perhaps 
in-service education is needed. Also, security should take 
notice.

Steven Sitzman
P.O. Box 1431

Dear Editor:

i work as an attorney representing neglected and abused 
children and juvenile delinquents and as a permanency me-
diator in new york State Family Court. During Weeks Five 
and Six [themed “the Pursuit of Happiness” and “Crime 
and Punishment”], many people on the grounds were heard 
to say “i didn’t know” or “What can i do?” when presented 
with statistics. i can think of something. 

Recently i read a little paperback book, Where’s Home, 
about a child caught in the child welfare system. it was 
one of the best books i’ve ever read on this topic and ex-
plains in a clear and supportive way what life is like for 
many of the children whose lives we heard about in the 
lectures and presentations of those two weeks. this book 
was written by a Chautauquan! the author is Dr. Gabrielle 
israelievitch, a child psychotherapist and wife of Jacques 
israelievitch, strings chair in the School of music instru-
mental Program.

i would propose that each Chautauquan could 1) buy a 
copy of this book, 2) read it themselves, 3) then sit down 
and read it with any child, and 4) then donate it to a CASA 
(Court Appointed Special Advocate). there is one right here 
in Chautauqua County that advocates for abused and ne-
glected children. the book could also be donated to the De-
partment of Social Services, a family court, a county mental 
health clinic or an elementary or middle school. i under-
stand the Chautauqua Bookstore expects to have a limited 
number of copies available.

Every child who has been removed from his or her 
home should have a copy. their parents and foster parents 
should have copies, too. Right here in Chautauqua County, 
there are many children in foster care and children whose 
“pursuit of happiness” or ability to deal with issues of 
crime and punishment would be aided by reading this 
little book.

John A. Jackson
Dear Editor:

Earlier this season some of my family and i attended 
the play Clybourne Park in the Bratton theater.  Afterwards 
we were thankful that we had not taken my 13-year-old 
grandson with us to see that play.  the coarse and vul-
gar language used throughout the play and the vulgar 
jokes told in the second half were not appropriate for a 
general audience that might include children and young 
teenagers. i found the language and jokes very offensive, 
but i was especially concerned about the children in the 
audience.

i have a suggestion for Chautauqua theater Company:  
Rate the plays for suitability for children and teenagers.  For 
example, the Shaw Festival in Canada has age recommenda-
tions for each specific play. Those recommendations enable 
parents and grandparents to decide whether to take their 
children and/or teenagers to a certain play. Even a general 
warning such as “Parental Discretion Advised” would be 
helpful.

Carolyn Grohman

CorrespondenCe from our readers

Letters to the Editor

Letters PoLicy
The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be typed or printed, double-spaced, no more than 350 
words and are subject to editing. Letters must include writer’s signature and typed or printed name, address and telephone 
number for verification. Works containing demeaning, accusatory or libelous statements will not be published. 

Letters received after 9 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 21, cannot be considered for publication during the 2013 Season.

submit letters to:  Matt Ewalt, editor 
   mewalt@ciweb.org 
   The Chautauquan Daily  
   po Box 1095 Chautauqua, nY 14722
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As a pioneer of financial 
literacy in her home coun-
try of Turkey where that is 
that case, Özlem Denizmen 
wants to start that conversa-
tion.

Denizmen, who was 
named a “Young Global 
Leader” in 2011 by the World 
Economic Forum, gave 
Thursday’s morning lecture 
in the Amphitheater on why 
she believes that Turkey is 
on track to become an even 
greater global force and how 
women are an important fac-
tor in the country’s future. 
Her 10:45 a.m. lecture was 
the fourth in this week’s se-
ries, “Turkey: A Model for 
the Middle East?”

Denizmen grew up in 
Turkey but moved to New 
York when she was 19 to 
work as an au pair. After re-
ceiving degrees from Cornell 
University and the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, she returned to Turkey 
and worked as the head of 
social investments for Doğuş 
Group, one of Turkey’s big-
gest conglomerates that in-
cludes businesses in energy, 
entertainment, financial ser-
vices and real estate. 

In August 2009, Denizman 
was on a flight to a business 
conference when she picked 

up a copy of The Economist 
magazine. The cover story 
depicted a 13-year-old from 
Afghanistan seated next to 
a 60-year-old man. The man 
had won her in a gambling 
bet with the girl’s father, and 
the two were engaged to be 
married. 

“I was astounded,” Den-
izmen said. “I kept looking 
at this picture and I said, ‘I 
can’t just live minding my 
business. I have to do some-
thing for the world.’ And 
this photo was sort of like 
my ‘wow’ moment. I said, 
what is that I know how to 
do? And I figured out that an 
area that Turkey very much 
needs [help] is in financial 
literacy.” 

After her “wow” moment, 
Denizmen approached her 
boss at Doğuş Group and 
asked for permission to use 
her time at work to begin a 
startup.

“He said, ‘Oz, go for it,’ ” 
she said. “ ‘We have to be 
helping our country.’ ” 

Denizmen said there are 
many factors that have led to 
financial illiteracy in Turkey, 
especially among women. 
The cultural norms in Tur-
key are such that discussing 
any type of money, whether 
it be at school, at home or 

among friends, is strictly 
taboo. Among women espe-
cially, failure to understand 
the financial system can 
cause embarrassment. Den-
izmen believes that fostering 
a basic understanding of fi-
nance will lead to a changing 
culture.

Turkey’s economy is 
primed for growth. Interest 
and inflation rates are the 
lowest they’ve been in years, 
Denizmen said. Life expec-
tancy has increased and new 
financial products are on the 
market. Turkey has a huge 
“unbanked population,” she 

said; up to 20 percent of Turk-
ish citizens still hide cash in 
places like their refrigerators 
and under their mattresses. 
This means that the poten-
tial for economic growth in 
Turkey is even greater. 

Turkey’s economy is the 
17th largest in the world, 
with an annual gross domes-
tic product of $786 billion, 
Denizmen said. Turkey has 
Europe’s fifth-largest labor 
force. The past 10 years have 
seen double-digit percent-
age economic growth, and 
even though the rate has 
come down to earth in the 
past couple years, it still hov-
ers at a more-than-robust 5 
percent. The United States’ 
growth rate, meanwhile, is 
around 2 percent. Compa-
nies such as Microsoft Corp., 
General Electric Co. and 
Pfizer Inc. have opened offic-
es in Turkey, providing jobs 
and increasing the country’s 
exports. 

Half of Turkey’s popula-
tion is under the age of 30, 
and the country has a tech-
savvy, secular and diverse 
populace that Denizmen 
said is indicative of the coun-
try’s high entrepreneurial 
spirit. 

One thing that does need 
to change is the involvement 
of women in the country’s 
evolving economy, Deniz-
men said.

Even though women have 
historically been included in 
Turkey’s civic life — women 
earned the right to vote in 
Turkey before women in 

France or Switzerland — they 
have been largely excluded 
from the private sector. All of 
the Turkish women in busi-
ness could fit inside a soccer 
stadium, Denizmen said.

The gender pay gap is 
currently about 25 percent 
in Turkey. And even though 
recent reforms in fields like 
health care and education 
have helped give women 
equal access to these fields, 
Denizmen believes more ag-
gressive tactics are needed. 

In 2011, she started a mul-
tiplatform media organiza-
tion called Para Durumu, 
which is dedicated to im-
proving the financial literacy 
of women. The group uses 
social media, print newspa-
pers, magazines, blogs and 
television to explain how to 
budget for things like wed-
dings, home ownership, 
groceries, savings and credit 
cards. It is the first organi-
zation of its kind in Turkey. 
Denizmen has helped hun-
dreds of thousands of wom-
en to speak the language of 
money, and many women 
she met with have gone on 
to form businesses of their 
own.

Denizmen credits her 
time spent in America as 
part of her inspiration for 
creating Para Durumu.

“One of things that 
America has taught me is to 
dream,” she said. “A candle 
doesn’t lose its light by light-
ing another candle.” 
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ÖZLEM DENIZMEN
board member,  
Doğuş Otomoti̇v &  
Doğuş Oto

head of social investments, 
Doğuş Group

founder, Para Durumu

founding chair, Foder

brian smith | staff photographer
Özlem Denizmen, of Turkish conglomerate the Doğuş Group, delivers Thursday’s morning lecture in the Amphitheater about the importance of financial literacy and bridging the gender gap in the workplace.  

DENIZMEN works 
to hElp turkIsh 
woMEN spEak 
thE laNguagE  
of MoNEy

I
f one grew up in a country where money, capital 
and finance were rarely talked about, imagine how 
hard it would be to invest, buy a home or even 
create a savings account. 

Editor’s note: This Q&A has been 
edited for clarity and length. The 
entire transcript is posted with 
this story at chqdaily.com.

Q: We all know that 
strong growth is a 

key to stability, and I was 
interested in your $5 tril-
lion target. So what are the 
barriers in Turkey to hit that 
target as you’ve laid out?

A: Well, one is the savings 
rate is quite low. And there’s 
a direct correlation between 
financial literacy by [Organ-
isation for Economic Co-
operation and Development] 
research and savings rate. We 
are now very dependent on 
money coming from outside 
Turkey, so the current savings 
rate has come down in the 
last 10 years from 25 percent 
to around 13 percent. So we 
have to raise it up. And the 
second one is that having 
women on the workforce, 
because we don’t use half of 
our capital in human capital in 
Turkey. And also political sta-
bility is extremely important. 
So these are a couple of the 
things that come on the top 
of my head for sustainable 
economic growth.

—Transcribed by  
Nikki Lanka
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Morning Worship
Column by MARY LEE TALBOT

“I want to share a sermon in progress this morning 
with the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered 
community and with those of us who care for 
them in bearing their suffering, having their civil 

and human rights subverted and their relationships defined 
by love ignored or vilified,” Bishop John Chane said.
“Marriage equality … A Human Right or a Religious Sacra-
ment?” was the sermon title for  Chane’s 9:15 a.m. morning 
worship service on Thursday. The Scripture text was Gala-
tians 3:23-26, 28-29.

Chane said that he had always been intrigued by the let-
ter to the Galatians. The Apostle Paul wanted to make clear 
to the community that as people who had been baptized 
into Christ, they had become children of God by faith. 
Chane read Galatians 3:28-29.

“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, 
nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, 
and heirs according to the promise.” 

“This is a powerful piece of teaching from the first and 
greatest theologian of the Christian faith,” Chane said.

He described the 2009 vote taken by the Council of the 
District of Columbia as overwhelmingly in favor of mar-
riage equality. Even though some Christian clergy sought to 
overturn the council’s legislation, they were rebuffed by the 
district’s citizens. 

He also noted that even though there is a congressional 
oversight committee that has responsibility for all district 
legislation, that committee was silent on the issue and did 
not overturn the vote.

Chane reflected on the recent Supreme Court decision 
that overturned California’s Proposition 8.

“Proposition 8 was funded by a coalition of conservative 
religious leaders who failed to understand the social and re-
ligious history of marriage,” he said. “They ignored history 
and elevated marriage to a point that was not theologically 
sound, historically correct or legally binding.

“Same-gender marriage is an emotional issue,” he con-
tinued. “Battle lines continue to be drawn that demean and 
disenfranchise lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered 
people. Too often the opponents [of same-gender marriage] 
use Christian theology as a destructive means to a painful 
end.”

Chane said that those opposed to same-gender marriage 

believe that it undermines the teachings of Jesus and that 
marriage is an “immutable institution founded in divine 
revelation.”

“Jesus never said one word about such marriage,” Chane 
said. “He had plenty to say about divorce and Mosaic law,” 
he said. “How the church has understood marriage has 
changed in the last 2,000 years. The church has had a hard 
time squaring the Song of Songs with Paul’s belief that mar-
riage is a fallen estate. The church struggles between believ-
ing that sexuality is a gift from God versus a suspicion of 
the pleasure of sex.”

Chane said that the early church did not bless marriage 
until the third century. Marriage did not become a sacra-
ment until 1250, and there were no ceremonial rubrics until 
1563, he said.

“The church assumed the beliefs of a patriarchal culture 
that women and marriageable children were assets to be 
exploited by men,” he said.

It was not until the 19th and 20th centuries that there 
was a new emphasis on the spiritual aspect of marriage and 
the mutual sacrifice involved, Chane said. Most Christian 
denominations no longer teach that all sex acts in marriage 
must be open to the possibility of procreation. Contracep-
tion is permitted, and infertility does not preclude marriage 
as it once did.

“We need to re-examine who is marriage for,” Chane 
said. 

He argued that those who oppose same-gender mar-
riage because two mothers or two fathers are not suitable to 
raise children are discussing “effective social policy and not 
sound theology.”

“If people are willing to deny the privileges that they 

enjoy to others, I don’t assume that they are speaking for the 
Almighty,” he said.

Chane said that the civil rights movement touched a 
number of issues, one of which was civil marriage. In 1923, 
he said, the Supreme Court called marriage an essential 
privilege in the “orderly pursuit of happiness.” But in 1928, 
all 48 states banned marriages between blacks and whites, 
and many banned marriages between whites and Mongo-
lians, Japanese, Chinese and Filipinos.  

Most of those bans were removed by 1965, but it was not 
until 1967 that the Supreme Court, in Loving v. Virginia, nul-
lified all bans on interracial marriage. In that decision, the 
court called marriage one of the basic civil rights, funda-
mental to existence and growth.

“Religious groups have the right to determine who can 
be married in their faith traditions, but it is the government 
who decides who can marry in the eyes of the state,” Chane 
said. “The difference between the two is often lost in the 
haze of opinion and prejudice.”

in some states, clergy need state licenses to perform mar-
riages. This arrangement can blur the distinction between 
church and state.

“President [George W.] Bush in 2004 called for a consti-
tutional amendment to defend the sanctity of marriage by 
banning same-sex marriage,” Chane said. “Sanctity is not 
the government’s to protect. The First Amendment says that 
there will be no law establishing religion. This cannot be 
diminished by our contemporary culture wars. The state 
does not have the right to legislate sanctity; it never has and 
it never will.”

He continued, “I believe that every religious community 
may decide who can marry under their rubrics. No govern-
ment and no law has the right to deny the right to marry.”

The Rev. James Hubbard presided. Mary Ellen Kimble read the 
Scripture. She is a longtime Chautauquan and has sung in the 
Motet Choir for the past 38 years. 

Barbara Hois, flute, and Joe Musser, piano, performed the pre-
lude, “Adagio” and “Allegro” from J.S. Bach’s Sonata in E-Major. 
The Motet Choir, under the direction of Jared Jacobsen, sang “The 
Dream Isaiah Saw” by Glenn L. Rudolph with text by Thomas 
Troeger.

The Robert D. Campbell Memorial Chaplaincy Fund and the 
John William Tyrrell Endowment for Religion provide support for 
this week’s services.

Bishop defends human right for all to marry
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Roxana PoP | Staff PhotograPher
Elizabeth Prodromou, affiliate scholar at Harvard University’s Center for European Studies, delivers Wednesday’s Interfaith Lecture in 
the Hall of Philosphy.

“if there’s anything to be 
learned from Turkey when 
it comes to the future of de-
mocratization and peace in 
the region,” she said, “i think 
it’s that violations of religious 
rights and religious freedom 
and … what can be defined as 
policies of religious cleansing 
against Christianity need to 
be avoided.”

Prodromou was third to 
speak on Week eight’s inter-
faith lecture theme, “Tur-
key: Crossroads of Many 
Faiths.” Her lecture, titled 
“Christianity Past and Pres-
ent: Religious Freedom and 
the Contemporary Struggle 
for Survival,” was delivered 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Hall of Philosophy. 

Prodromou is an af-
filiate scholar at Harvard 
University’s Center for eu-
ropean Studies, where she 
co-chairs the Southeastern 
europe Study group. She 
served from 2004 to 2012 as 
the vice chair of the United 
States Commission on in-
ternational Religious Free-
dom, which monitors the 
state of religious freedom 
abroad and makes policy 
recommendations to the 
president, the secretary of 
state and Congress.

Christianity has had a 
long, continuous history 
in Asia Minor, she began, 
stretching back 2,000 years 
almost to the time of the re-
ligion’s origins. The religion 
was consolidated in the area 
when Constantine the great 
established Constantinople, 
present-day istanbul, as the 
eastern capital of the Roman 
empire. And throughout the 
next 1,100 years, this part of 
the world was the epicenter 

of Christianity and eventu-
ally of the eastern orthodox 
Church, she said.

“Furthermore, when the 
great schism split Christen-
dom into the orthodox east 
and the Roman Catholic 
West … orthodox Christians 
were the commercial, cultur-
al, intellectual and religious 
interlocutors between Chris-
tendom and the world of is-
lam,” Prodromou said. 

Christianity’s decline in 
the region began during the 
ottoman empire, she said. 
Christians were allowed a 
fair degree of internal au-
tonomy within the islamic 
theocracy, but they were not 
given legal rights before the 
state. They were second-class 
citizens, Prodromou said, ef-
fectively a source of taxes 
and labor for the sultan. 

“This was a sectarian 
system of separate and un-
equal,” she said. 

Christians had to endure 
heavy taxation and forced la-
bor under the ottoman em-
pire, she said. long periods 
of calm in Muslim-Christian 
relations were punctuated 
by massacres and expul-
sions. Prodromou said that 
the empire established the 
“toolbox” that came to be 
used far more systematically 
to oppress Christians.

in the 90 years since the 
establishment of the Repub-
lic of Turkey, there has been 
a precipitous decline in the 
number of Christians in the 
population, she said, to the 
point that they are now in 
danger of disappearing from 
the area. Today, Christians 

comprise about one-tenth 
of 1 percent of the Turkish 
population. Within that seg-
ment, the largest group is the 
Armenian orthodox Chris-
tians, with a population of 
about 6,000.

“in the Turkish-occupied 
section of Cyprus — that’s 
the 37 percent of the island 
Cyprus that’s been controlled 
by the Turkish military since 
it invaded the island in 1974 
— where there were once 
200,000 Christians there … 
today there are less than 450 
Christians,” Prodromou said. 

She believes that to under-
stand the decline of Christi-
anity in Turkey, one must 
also understand Turkey’s 
secularism and nationalism. 
in her opinion, secularism 
does not mean the full sepa-
ration of religion from state; 
instead, it means absolute 
control by the state over re-
ligion, both over islam and 
also over the country’s reli-
gious minorities. 

“This concept of secular-
ism leads to policies that 
ultimately are designed to 
erase Christianity,” Prodro-
mou said.

nationalism permeates 
the ideology of every party in 
Turkey, she said. And as a re-
sult, Christians, despite their 
millennia-long history of liv-
ing in Turkey, are perceived 
as aliens and a security threat.

“if this is the conceptu-
al apparatus by which the 
Turkish state has viewed and 
portrayed Christians, she 
said, “then it’s a quite logi-
cal jump to formulating and 
implementing policies and 
practices that are designed 
to eliminate Christianity.”

Prodromou categorizes 

the policies that Turkey cur-
rently implements among 
Christians into five types. 
The first are policies of “eco-
nomic disenfranchisement,” 
which exclude Christians 
from having certain profes-
sions and subject them and 
their communities to oner-
ous taxes. The second group 
interferes with the internal 
governance of Christian 
communities; for example, 
by giving state officials in-
fluence over the selection of 
religious leaders. 

“interference in internal 
governance makes it pretty 
much impossible for the 
communities to flourish and 
reproduce themselves in 
terms of their leadership,” 
Prodromou said. “in 1972, 
the [Theological School of 
Halki] was closed and it re-
mains closed to the pres-
ent, so there’s nowhere for a 
greek orthodox community 
to train their clergy.”

The third group of poli-
cies that discriminate against 
Christians Prodromou called 
“real estate and zoning prac-
tices,” which make it ex-
tremely difficult for Chris-
tian communities to buy and 
maintain property for reli-
gious use. The fourth group 
of policies ignore or incite 

acts of violence against Chris-
tians, hardly ever bringing 
perpetrators to justice. 

one example was of 
what she called a pogrom of 
the Christians in istanbul, 
sparked by a bomb being 
thrown into the house of the 
late Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, 
the founder of modern Tur-
key. it later turned out that 
the bomb was planted by 
the government.

The fifth category of poli-
cies Prodromou called “per-
vasive discrimination.” For 
example, minorities are often 
negatively affected by wide-
spread state regulation, influ-
encing everything from edu-
cation to property to worship.

However, there are hope-
ful signs of improvement of 
conditions for Christians. The 
current government, run by 
the Justice and Development 
Party (AKP), has performed a 
number of symbolic gestures 
for Christians, recognizing 
its oppressive policies, she 
said. For example, the Sumela 
and the Akhtamar monaster-
ies, which are now primar-
ily tourist attractions, have 
been allowed to perform lit-
urgies once a year. There is 
also a new process in place by 
which Christians can try to 
regain confiscated property. 

“What needs to be done is 
that these kinds of symbolic 
gestures need to become in-
stitutionalized through ongo-
ing, legal and constitutional 
reform,” Prodromou said. 
“That means that human 
rights and religious freedom 
and rule of law aren’t depen-
dent on the whim of any indi-
vidual politician.” 

The United States is in 
a position where it can le-
verage Turkey into having 
greater reforms, she said, and 
it should take advantage of 
this. The U.S. could offer aid 
and ask for political reforms 
in exchange, or it could refuse 
to take part in the proposed 
free-trade zone with Turkey, 
unless there is significant 
improvement regarding the 
treatment of minorities.

“We understand reli-
gious freedom in terms of 
the First Amendment to be 
connected to a whole host 
of other kinds of freedoms 
— freedom of conscience, 
freedom of speech, freedom 
of assembly, the right to 
own private property,” Pro-
dromou said. “We should 
make sure that we priori-
tize those kinds of issues in 
our relationships, certainly 
with countries that we con-
sider strategic allies.” 

Prodromou 
discusses 
Turkey’s 
hisTorical, 
ongoing 
erasure of 
chrisTianiTy
fredo villaseñor | Staff Writer

Turkey is located at the crossroads 
of many faiths, Elizabeth 
Prodromou said. Nonetheless, the 

country’s government is systematically 
driving out what religious minorities it 
once harbored, particularly Christians.



Page 10 The Chautauquan Daily  Friday, August 16, 2013

r e l i g i o n

Chane began his story 
with some advice from his 
grandmother, followed by a 
Scripture lesson.

“My Canadian grand-
mother told me, ‘J.B., remem-
ber, god’s promises never 
fail,’” he said. “i was 16 at 
the time and said, ‘Thanks, 
grandma,’ and went on my 
way,” he said.

The Scripture lesson came 
from isaiah 40:28-31:

Do you not know?/ Have 
you not heard?/ The lord 
is the everlasting god,/ the 
Creator of the ends of the 
earth./ He will not grow 
tired or weary,/ and his 
understanding no one can 
fathom./ He gives strength 
to the weary/ and increas-
es the power of the weak./ 
even youths grow tired and 
weary,/ but those who hope 
in the lord will renew their 
strength./ They will soar 
on wings like eagles;/ they 
will run and not grow wea-
ry,/ they will walk and not 
be faint. 

When Chane was serv-
ing a large episcopal par-
ish in Southboro, Mass., he 
told the congregation that 
he had a passion for speed, 
particularly for sprint cars. 
The open-cockpit roadsters 
are designed to race on 
short oval or circular tracks, 
about half a mile long. The 
cars have a high power-to-
weight ratio, making them 
very fast; they are able to 
reach speeds in excess of 

125 mph. 
“At age 50, i talked my 

wife into letting me go to 
sprint car school,” Chane 
said. “i thought it was a great 
way to have fun.”

During his first year rac-
ing, he purchased a car, 
which he named Matilda. 
His second year racing, he 
drove for a car owner and 
raced in Vermont and new 
Hampshire. 

“The other driver was an 
atheist,” Chane said, “and 
we would drive around on 
Saturday and he would listen 
to my sermon preparation. it 
helped me learn how to talk 
about theological ideas.”

in his third year of rac-
ing, Chane was racing in 
Keenan, n.H., and dreamt 
about making big money 
with his hobby. in one race, 
after placing second in his 
heat, he tried to slide his car 
in front of the man in first 
place, and something broke 
on his car.

“i hit the outside wall 
at a horrendous amount of 
speed,” Chane said. “My en-
tire life flashed before me, 
and i knew i was going to 
die. i had no feeling in my 
legs and my left foot was 
turned around 180 degrees. 
it took 20 minutes to get me 
out of the car.”

Chane woke up in the 
hospital the next day after 
six hours of surgery. The 
doctors told his wife that he 
was lucky to be alive; there 

would be more surgeries. 
They said he might lose his 
leg, but they would have to 
wait for a prognosis. 

“i told Karen to call the 
church and tell them i had 
broken my ankle and that 
i would be back in the pul-
pit next week,” Chane said. 
“That is what morphine 
does; i could not walk for a 
year.”

His wife quit her job to 
care of him full time. one of 
the many things she did for 
him was to write the Scrip-

ture from isaiah 40 on the 
whiteboard in his hospital 
room.

“She gave her life away 
for me so I could find a way 
to heal,” Chane said. “She 
would throw the wheelchair 
in the car and take me for 
a drive or to a movie so i 
would not be lying in a hos-
pital bed.”

Chane had five more sur-
geries in two weeks and a 
had bone graft that wasn’t 
working.

“i was told i might not 
walk again,” he said. “i 
railed against god and be-
gan a progression of dispu-
tations with god: ‘Why me? 
i have been pretty faithful 
and a fair priest. Why is my 
life over? no one wants a 
pastor in a wheelchair,’ ” he 
said.

When he was able to go 
back to his home in South-
boro, the parish was devas-
tated by his accident. Chane 
found himself becoming 
sad as he watched people do 
things that he couldn’t do, 

like play tennis.
one day during his re-

covery, his two sons came 
with their families to visit 
and made dinner for him. 
His wife, Karen, came out 
to the porch and said it was 
time to come in and eat, 
and Chane told her he was 
not hungry. She tried again 
a few minutes later, tell-
ing him that the boys had 
made him a special dinner. 
Again, he told her he was 
not hungry. 

She asked, “Will you come 
in?” He said no. She said, 
“oK, feel sorry for yourself. 
We will go ahead and have 
dinner. You knew something 
like this could happen. We 
talked about it. it was an ac-
cident. get over it.”

“not long after that,” 
Chane said, “i gave myself 
over to god. i said, ‘Just help 
me find a way to do what I 
am called to do.’ it was a mo-
ment that was so powerful 
and so painful; i was no lon-
ger in control of anything.”

His life did not immedi-

ately get better, but Chane 
went on to be the dean of 
the St. Paul’s episcopal Ca-
thedral in San Diego while 
he was waiting for his next 
bone graft. 

“i asked them if they were 
sure they wanted me,” he 
said, “and they said to me, 
‘Yes, come and  just heal.’ i 
did the eucharist sitting on a 
bar stool.”

He still has trouble with 
his balance, and he can’t go 
fly-fishing or play tennis or 
hockey. 

“in a strange way, god 
answered my prayer,” he 
said. “i can do what i was 
called to do. i learned to 
give my life away to god. 
i also learned that love 
means giving yourself 
away to another.”

Chane read the Scripture 
from isaiah again and said, 
“May you all remember to 
be that eagle on a journey 
with the god of all creation, 
who makes life a journey of 
love and wonder.”

Chane shares life lessons after speedway accident

roxana pop | staff photographer
 The Right Rev. John Bryson Chane, retired eighth Episcopal bishop of Washington, D.C., speaks during Vespers at 5 p.m. Sunday in 
the Hall of Philosophy. Chane related his experience in a speedway accident and his journey of healing afterwords. 

MARY LEE TALBOT  |  Staff Writer

T
he Right Rev. John Chane is a speed 
demon. Who knew?
“I learned to drive at age 11, and I did my 
first oil change and valve job at age 12. 

I rebuilt engines… with my brother. I loved speed, 
and I am not sure why,” Chane said, speaking at the 
Vespers at 5 p.m. Sunday in the Hall of Philosophy. 
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one Friday morning earlier 
this season, the board of the He-
brew congregation received a 
distressing phone call. the rabbi 
who was supposed to lead that 
night’s Kabbalat Shabbat service 
was dealing with a rabbinical 
emergency and was not going to 
be able to make it.

instead of stressing out about 
who was going to step in and 
lead the service, the board im-
mediately knew who to turn to: 
Rabbi Samuel Stahl.

Len Katz, co-president of 
chautauqua institution’s He-
brew congregation, recalls that 
story as a perfect example of 
Sam’s character. 

“He just stepped forward,” 
Katz said. “He made no fuss 
about it.”

Sam and his wife, Lynn, 
will be honored at the Hebrew 
congregation closing Banquet 
tonight for all of their contribu-
tions to the Jewish community 
on the grounds, as well as to 
the chautauqua community as 
a whole. the banquet will take 
place at approximately 6:15 p.m. 
in the Hurlbut church dining 
room following tonight’s Kabba-
lat Shabbat service.

When Katz and the other 
members of the congregation’s 
board were planning the ban-
quet earlier this season, some-
one suggested honoring the 
Stahls.

“When it came up,” Katz said, 
“we said, ‘We should have done 
this sooner.’ ”

The couple is the first to be 
honored by the congregation in 
this capacity. tonight’s event will 
include dinner, songs, speeches 
and the presentation of a special 
gift. Although the congregation 
holds dinners throughout the 
season, this closing banquet is 
by far the largest; there are ap-
proximately 100 people signed 
up to attend, Katz said.

the Stahls first came to 
chautauqua in 1998, when Sam 
was invited to speak at a 2 p.m. 
interfaith Lecture in the Hall 
of Philosophy. He was joined 
by a Lutheran minister, with 
whom he discussed “Bridges 
and Barriers to a christian-
Jewish understanding.”

the couple continued to re-
turn for a week or two each sea-
son for the next few years. in 
2000, Sam was invited to give 
a weeklong series of interfaith 
Lectures. And in 2003, he was 
named the institution’s theolo-
gian in residence, only the sec-
ond in chautauqua’s history.

it was during the 2003 Season 
that the Stahls became involved 
with the Hebrew congregation. 
Sam led a service for the congre-
gation that summer, and he has 
continued to lead several servic-
es each season since.

Sam and Lynn have been in-
volved with the Hebrew con-
gregation in a number of capaci-
ties throughout the past decade, 
Katz said.

“Sam has been extremely 
helpful to us,” Katz said. “He set 
up our prayer book, served as 
an adviser — we turn to him for 
any questions that we have, and 
he leads some of our services.”

Sam is also involved through-
out the chautauqua community. 
He gives a number of lectures in 
the Hall of christ every season. 
His topics have included life af-
ter death, the state of religion in 
israel and Judaism’s views on 
homosexuality, abortion and 
birth control. At 3:30 p.m. next 
Wednesday in the Hall of christ, 
Sam will speak about Judaism 
and healing, as part of Week 
nine’s theme, “Health care: Re-
form and innovation.” 

Lynn is also extremely ac-
tive on the grounds, particularly 
with the Department of Reli-
gion’s interfaith work. She was 
one of the founders of the chau-
tauqua Dialogues program, now 
in its second year. the program 

features weekly facilitator-led 
group discussions, focusing on 
the week’s interfaith Lecture Se-
ries theme. She also teaches Spe-
cial Studies courses each season.

“[Lynn] is the kind of person 
we say reflects us as well as we 
possibly could [be],” Katz said. 
“She is bright, articulate.”

the Stahls also work as a pair 
in the community. this season, 
Sam and Lynn spoke together in 
a lecture for the unitarian uni-
versalist Ethics Seminar. they 
spoke about how they have each 
“experienced transformation as 
Jews,” Lynn said, while other 
pairs spoke throughout the rest 
of the week on their own reli-
gious traditions, including islam, 
christianity and Buddhism.

the couple also works with 
the participants of the new 
clergy conference, an institu-
tion program aimed at clergy 
who are in their first five to sev-
en years of ministry. Sam meets 
with the clergy members to dis-
cuss Judaism, while Lynn meets 
with their spouses. the entire 
group participates in a demon-
stration Shabbat dinner at the 
end of the week. Lynn used to 
cook the entire meal herself, and 
they would cram the 20 or so 
guests into their small condo for 
dinner. the Stahls still partici-
pate, although the dinner is now 
catered and the event is held in a 
different location.

Before retiring 11 years ago, 
Sam served for 26 years in the 
pulpit of a Reform congregation 
in San Antonio. Before that, he 
spent two years as a chaplain 
in the u.S. Army. in this capac-
ity, Sam was stationed at Fort 
Belvoir, Va., serving the needs 
of those at the Pentagon, An-
drews Air Force Base and Walter 
Reed national military medical 
center. He later spent a year in 
Seoul, South Korea.

the Stahls feel strongly about 
the importance of religious ac-
ceptance for all. it wasn’t until 
the mid-1960s that a Jewish per-

son purchased property on the 
grounds, they said.

“i don’t think it was [institu-
tion] policy that Jews couldn’t 
buy property,” Sam said, “but 
owners wouldn’t sell to Jews.” 

And this phenomenon wasn’t 
limited to chautauqua; rather, it 
was a national trend.

“this is what i call ‘gentile 
anti-Semitism,’ ” he said. “Jews 
couldn’t get into medical schools 
in big numbers; they couldn’t 
get into country clubs.”

this wasn’t anything formal-
ized, Sam said. it was more of a 
general “feeling.”

“ ‘you’re not our kind, we 
don’t want you here, stay away,’” 
he said.

Because of this trend in Jew-
ish history, Lynn feels that it is 
important for Jews to work on 
the behalf of others experienc-
ing discrimination.

She is particularly excited 
about the current momentum be-
hind the plans for a martin Luther 
King Jr. House on the grounds.

“He wasn’t just a force rep-
resenting blacks,” Lynn said of 
King. “it was a force for peace 
and interchange — interfaith 
interchange.”

StahlS honored for work in
chautauqua’S JewiSh community

benjamin hoste | Staff PhotograPher

Lynn and sam stahL
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/16
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Difficulty Level 8/15

2013 SEASON  
View of the Lake: 3 bedroom 2 
bath condo, ground floor, A/C, 
W/D, wi-fi, available week 9 
and weeks 7, 8, 9 2014. 201-
314-7931.
 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
WOMEN SEEKING Serenity 
open 12 step meeting Friday 
12:30 Hurlbut Church Parlor. 
716-357-8318

BOATS FOR SALE  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 FOR SALE  
NICE FURNITURE - 36" square 
dining table and 4 chairs, 80" 
sofa like new, 2 window AC 
units, 6 rush seat chairs, all 
priced to move. 508.932.8255
4  ( J A M E S TO W N )  U N I O N 
NATIONAL Beige Upholstered 
arm chairs, f loral tr im. $85 
each/ $150 pair. 585-746-9034
5 - a c r e  f l e x i b l e  p a r c e l s . 
Cadenza Passage by Plumbush 
B&B, .9miles from main gate. 
Start ing $80,000. 716-483-
2430
 HAPPY ADS  
BOAT RENTALS ,  Pontoon, 
Power, Kayak, Fishing and 
Peda l  Boa ts .  Chau tauqua 
Mar ina ,Mayv i l le .  716-753-
3913. www. ChautauquaMarina.
com
 HOUSES FOR RENT  
Available 2014 weeks 3-9. 
Charming Victor ian.  5 BR. 
Sleeps 10-13. 4 full baths. 2 kit. 
2 LR. 2 DR. 2 W/D. 6 porches. 
Grill. Cable. DVD. High-speed 
wireless internet. AC. Parking. 
Excellent location. Near Amp. 
$2,900. Scarwin@peoplepc.
com. 412-818-7711.

 MISCELLANEOUS  
BIGFOOT: My name is Peter 
Wiemer and our family owns 
We Wan Chu Cottages. I cre-
ated the Chautauqua Lake 
Bigfoot Expo as a Tour ism 
Special Event two years ago. 
Since then, I have had 14 eye-
witnesses to a bigfoot sighting 
here in Chautauqua County 
come forward to me resolving 
themselves of knowing they 
saw a bigfoot but was afraid to 
talk about it to anyone publicly. 
Watch the only eyewitness, 
which agreed to be videoed at 
ChautauquaLakeBigfoot.com

 REAL ESTATE  
CHAUTAUQUA AREA REAL 
ESTATE: Office - St.Elmo #101 
Chautauqua, Ny 14722. 716-
357-3566. Toll Free 800-507-
5005. www.chautauquaarea.
com, care@chautauquaarea.
com

SAN DIEGO BEACH HOUSE 
400 feet from the sand. Custom. 
4BR, 2,350 sqft. 10 Y/O. Tile 
Roof. Oversized 2-car attached 
garage. No HOA. No need for 
A / C .  $ 7 2 5 K  F S B O .  M a r y 
760.803.4935

 SERVICES  
HOW CAN I  Help?  Ai rport 
Transportat ion, Off Season 
House Si t ter,  or  any other 
errands. Availabil i ty Friday-
Monday By Appt. Reasonable 
Rates. Please call Diane at 
716-679-6281

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STORAGE  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRAVEL  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WANTED  
S t a m p  C o l l e c t i o n s / 
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. 
W i l l  t r a v e l  t o  a p p r a i s e . 
Chautauqua's Stamp Professor. 
904-315-5482

 VACATION RENTALS  
SOUTH HUTCHISON Island 
Florida: Amazing 11th f loor 
Penthouse, 2Bd/2Bth, 45 ft 
W r a p - A r o u n d  B a l c o n y , 
Overlooking ocean and intra-
coasta l ,  cable/WF, W/D.  3 
months minimum @ $6000. 
9-12 months (January-March 
taken) 309-287-2367. 309-662-
1156. Janellac@aol.com

 OFF-SEASON RENTALS 
1 4  F O R E S T,  M O D E R N  1 
Bedroom, 1 Bath, WiFi, cable, 
W/D, central location, parking/
garage possible. No pets. Call 
309.287.2367 Janellac@aol.
com or 309.662.1156

1 4  F O R E S T :  M o d e r n 
2Bed/2Bath, Garage, Balcony 
and large flat screen. Circa 
1991. Wi-Fi, cable, W/D, cen-
tral Location. No Pets. 309-
287-2367, Janellac@aol.com 
or 309-662-1156

 2014 SEASON  
AVAILABLE WEEKS 1&6 . 
Luxury new 3 bedroom, 3 bath 
condo on Vincent brick walk 
near Plaza. Central air, beauti-
ful porch, wi-fi, elevator, great 
for multiple couples or multi-
generational family. 716-510-
8993

NEW CONDO, 2BR/2 bath , 
first floor, spacious and bright 
k i tchen, large porch, WiFi /
cable, central A/C, W/D, patio 
with grill, mint condition, drive-
way parking space. Great loca-
tion: 46 peck. $2,500/wk. 814-
440-8781

2014 SEASON
NEW GARDEN Apartment on 
ideal, central, brick walk loca-
tion. 1 Bedroom, professionally 
decorated & landscaped. Many 
lovely amenities, AC, cable, 
Internet, W/D. 412-512-3951. 
$1350 per week.

WEEK 1,9 Albion A, 5 South 
Terrace. Modern 2 bdrm, 2 ba, 
porch on Miller Park, Central 
A/C, W/D, WiFi. $2,200 week. 
716-357-5813 victoriasallen@
gmail.com

14 FOREST  (Modern Circa 
1991) 1 Bed/1 Bath (Week 1), 
Queen Bed or 2 Bed/2 Bath 
(Weeks 1-4), King/Queen Beds, 
W/D, A/C, Flatscreen TVs, 
Cable/Wifi, large porch. 309-
287-2367, janellac@aol.com

16 WILEY  Weeks 2 ,3 ,8 ,9 . 
Spacious 3-story house near 
lake and Children's School, 6+ 
bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D, 
cable, wireless internet, no 
pets, no smoking, 212-369-
1220  Lhunnewell@willowridge.
com

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, mod-
e rn ,  we l l  f u rn i shed ,  f u l l y 
equipped, huge sleeping and 
dining porch, A/C, heat, DW, 
W&D, cable,  wi f i ,  park ing, 
weeks 1. View at 42 Foster. 
jimorris@morristrust.net, (716) 
490-1659

83 PRATT a charming guest 
house for the 2014 season. 
Sleeps two. Newly Remodeled, 
park-like setting, patio, on-site 
parking, on tram & bus route. 
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless inter-
net, D/W, pet friendly. Season/
Part-Season 954-673-3602 
bh@cpt-florida.com. Week 5 
available 2013.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Frank G. sterritte Me-
morial lectureship, an en-
dowment in the Chautauqua 
Foundation inc. established 
in 1998 in memory of Frank 
sterritte, provides support 
towards today’s 10:45 a.m. 
lecture with Kemal Kirişci. 

After sterritte’s unex-
pected death in 1965, his 
wife, Marjorie P. sterritte, 
then of east Williston, long 
island, was left to raise her 
four daughters — Nancy, 
suzanne, Kathryn and eliza-
beth. Nourished by Marjorie 
sterritte’s love, the family 
has grown to include four 
sons-in-law, seven grand-
children, three grandchil-

dren-in-law and nine great 
grandchildren.

Marjorie Sterritte first 
came to Chautauqua in 1970 
as a guest of a friend from her 
home in east Williston. Af-
ter catching the enthusiasm 
of Chautauqua, she rented 
the next two years. Marjorie 
sterritte and her daughters 
realized after 1972 that the 
family needed to invest in a 
house at Chautauqua. They 
first bought a house on 
Bliss, which proved to be 
too small, so on labor day 
weekend 1975, they moved 
to 15 longfellow. Marjorie 
sterritte and her three old-
est daughters are members 

of the 100th graduating class 
of the Chautauqua literary 
and Scientific Circle. In ad-
dition to this lectureship, 
she has funded the sterritte 
serendipity serpentine Path, 
south of the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club, as well as rooms in the 
Presbyterian and Methodist 
Houses. 

Beyond the gates of Chau-
tauqua, she has actively sup-
ported Children’s Hospital 
in Columbus, Ohio, and in 
2003 donated funds for the 
new pipe organ at Moor-
ings Presbyterian Church in 
Naples, Fl, where she lives 
in the winter. she celebrated 
her 90th birthday, during the 

2011 season. she returns to 
Chautauqua each year, with 
her daughters and their hus-
bands — Nancy and Paul 
Theado of Naples, Fl., su-
zanne and Thomas Maurer 
of Naples, Fl., and Kathryn 
and Barry Brown of Bloom-
ington, iN. Her daughter, 
elizabeth Hickey, passed 
away in the Fall of 2010.

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility 
of establishing an endowment 
to support a lectureship or an-
other aspect of Chautauqua’s 
program, please contact Karen 
Blozie at 357-6244 or email her 
at kblozie@ciweb.org.

The Thomas P. and shirley 
Musgrave Woolaway Fund 
provides funding for the 
interfaith lecture this after-
noon by Zeki saritoprak. 

Thomas and shirley Wool-
away of sewickley, Pa., estab-
lished the Woolaway Fund 
in 1998 to promote diversity 
at Chautauqua. Thomas P. 
Woolaway is retired vice 

chairman of Tuscarora inc., 
has served on several volun-
teer boards and is an emeri-
tus member of the Penn state 
Beaver Advisory Board. shir-
ley Woolaway is a retired 
counselor. A former dioc-
esan lay Missioner for Peace, 
she helped start the racism 
commission of the Pittsburgh 
episcopal diocese. 

Sterritte Lectureship sponsors Kirisci’s morning lecture

Woolaway Fund supports 
Saritoprak Interfaith Lecture

Sklaar shares ‘Hollywood 
Tales’ for Men’s Club today

dan sklaar returns to 
the Chautauqua Men’s Club 
with an entertaining talk 
titled “Hollywood Tales: 
The Good, the Bad, and the 
Ugly” at 9 a.m. Friday at the 
Methodist House, located 
next to the Amphitheater. 
As legal adviser to many 
Hollywood celebrities, sk-
laar will offer an inside look 
at movie-making and rela-
tionships in Tinseltown.

sklaar received his B.A., 
cum laude, in history from 
the University of Colorado 
and ll.B. from Harvard 
law school. After working 
on Wall street for several 
years, he moved to Holly-
wood to become director of 
business and legal affairs, 

United Artists Television, 
and later for CBs-TV. He 
then entered private prac-
tice as an intellectual prop-
erty and entertainment 
lawyer in Beverly Hills. His 
clients included Anthony 
Quinn, Robert Redford, 
lily Tomlin, William shat-
ner, Mel Tillis and Jackie 
Mason.  

Men’s Club talks are open 
to all men and women. Guests 
are welcome to join in coffee 
and refreshments on the porch 
before and after this talk. 

A few openings for speakers 
next year still exist. Anyone 
with suggestions for a speaker 
can contact Clem Reiss at cre-
iss58@gmail.com.    

Land & BuiLding

Building permits must be obtained from the Community 

Services/Operations Office (716-357-6245) for all interior 

and exterior work. To maintain Chautauqua’s contemplative 

atmosphere, construction without Institution permission is 

prohibited during the summer season. House trailers, mobile 

homes or camper-type trailers or other similar types of movable 

structures may not be used as living quarters on the grounds or 

in Institution parking lots. 

   » on the grounds



BaBysitting services
A list of available babysitters is available to families who are looking for 
child care while on the grounds. The list is updated each week during 
the season, and is available in the Colonnade lobby, at Smith Memorial 
Library, at the Main Gate Welcome Center and at Turner Community 
Center, or by calling the Department of Youth Services at 716-357-6290. 
All arrangements are made between the family and the sitter, and the 
office does not rate or recommend individuals.

   » on the grounds
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one final dance
BRIAN SMITH | Staff photographer

Photos by

In scenes from the Chautauqua Dance Student Gala Sunday afternoon, a pair of dancers perform (top) and other dancers watch onstage 
action from the wings (left) and on a monitor backstage (right). The gala was the final performance of the season for the School of Dance.
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P r o g r A m

F
FRIDAY

AUGUST 16

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Larry Terkel. 
(Judaism/Kabbalah). Donation. Bring 
gate pass. Main Gate Welcome 
Center Conference Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Spons. by 
Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:00 Muslim Thought Series. On Rumi 
and Sufism. Imam Feisal Abdul 
Rauf. Hall of Philosophy

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 Nature Walk. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Jack Gulvin, BTG naturalist. 
Meet under green awning at back 
(lakeside) of Smith Wilkes Hall

9:00 Men’s Club Speaker Series. 
“Hollywood Tales: The Good, the 
Bad, and the Ugly.” Dan Sklaar. 
United Methodist House

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. The Right 
Rev. John Bryson Chane, Eighth 
Bishop of Washington, Ret. 
Amphitheater

9:15 Biblical Heroes Revisited! 
(Programmed by Chabad Lubavitch 
of Chautauqua.) Esther Vilenkin. 
Alumni Hall Library 

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Kemal Kiris̨ci, Turkey 
Project dir., Ctr. on the U.S. and 
Europe, Brookings Inst. Amphitheater

10:45 Story Time. Four-year-olds. Smith 
Memorial Library

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique Close-Out 
Sale. (Sponsored by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Behind Colonnade

12:00 (12-1:30) Amphitheater 
Rehabilitation Project Model. 
Institution staff member present 
to answer questions about project. 
Smith Memorial Library 

12:10  CLSC Seven Seals Lunch. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) Alumni Hall Kate 
Kimball Room

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Writers’ Center.) “Crossing 
the Line: Autobiographical Fiction 
and Fictionalized Memoir.” Nancy 
McCabe, prose writer-in-residence. 
Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Challah Baking. (Programmed by 
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 
Everett Jewish Life Center Porch 

12:30 Jum’a/Muslim Prayer. Instruction 
at 12:30 p.m. Prayer at 1 p.m. 
followed by Q&A. Hall of Christ

12:45 Chautauqua Catholic Community 
Seminar. “Are We There Yet?: The 
50th Anniversary of the Constitution 
on the Sacred Liturgy.” Rev. 

Robert Kennedy, pastor, Blessed 
Sacrament and Saint Boniface 
Parishes, Rochester, N.Y. Methodist 
House Chapel

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Religion and Culture in Turkey.” 
Zeki Saritoprak, Nursi Chair 
in Islamic Studies, John Carroll 
University. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 (2-5) Mah Jongg. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the door. 
Women’s Clubhouse

2:00 Chautauqua Band Camp Jazz 
Concert. Fletcher Music Hall

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

3:30 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture 
Series. “The Chautauqua 
Movement: Its Demise and 

Resurgence.” Jon Schmitz, 
archivist and historian, Chautauqua 
Institution. Hall of Christ

3:30 (3:30-5) Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(sponsored by the Dept. of Religion.) 
Facilitator-led group discussions. No 
fee but sign up required at 2 p.m. 
Interfaith Lectures. Locations to be 
announced

4:00 THEATER. William Shakespeare’s 
The Comedy of Errors. (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center, Colonnade 
lobby or Turner Community Center 
ticket offices, and 45 minutes 
before curtain at the Bratton kiosk.) 
Bratton Theater

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

5:00  Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 

Welcome the Sabbath.” Service led 
by Rabbi Frank Muller. Miller Bell 
Tower (Pier Building in case of rain.)

5:00 (5-7:30) The Many Faces of Joan. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) A retirement 
celebration honoring the Rev. Joan 
Brown Campbell. Tickets Required. 
Women’s Clubhouse.

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing at 
Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

6:30 Shabbat Dinner. (Sponsored by 
the Hebrew Congregation.) Prepaid 
tickets required. Hurlbut Social Hall

8:15 SPECIAL. Conversations with 
Musician Paul Simon and Poet 
Billy Collins. Amphitheater

10:30 Bratton Late Night Cabaret. 
Celebrate the talents of the 2013 
Chautauqua Theater Company 
Conservatory. Doors open at 10 p.m. 
Seating is limited. Bratton Theater

Sa
SATURDAY
AUGUST 17

7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

9:00 Annual Meeting of Chautauqua 
Foundation. McKnight Hall

9:30 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Service. Shabbat Alternative 
Experience led by Rabbi Frank 
Muller. Hurlbut Church Sanctuary 

9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Kiddush will follow. Everett 
Jewish Life Center Library

11:30 Bryant Day Bell Ringing. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) CLSC graduates ring 
bell. Public welcome. Miller Bell 
Tower

12:00 2013 16th Annual Chautauqua 
Band Camp Special Performance. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

12:15 Bryant Day Brown Bag & Annual 
Meeting of the CLSC Alumni 
Association. Alumni Hall

12:30 (12:30–2:30) Social Bridge 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) For men and 
women. Women’s Clubhouse

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

3:00 LECTURE. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Contemporary Issues Forum. 
“The New America and the Politics 
of Immigration Reform.” Julia 
Preston, immigration columnist, 
The New York Times. Hall of 
Philosophy

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing at 
Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

6:45 Pre-Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra Concert Lecture. Lee 
Spear. Hurlbut Church Sanctuary

8:15    CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Markand Thakar, 
guest conductor; Brian Reagin, 
violin. Amphitheater

	 •Three-Cornered Hat: Suite No. 2 
Manuel de Falla

	 •	Violin	Concerto,	Op.	48	 
Dmitri Kabalevsky

	 •	Symphony	No.	2,	Op.	61	in	C	Major 
Robert Schumann

ON THE MAP

Brian Smith | Staff PhotograPher
Chautauquans stand on and explore the large National Geographic Traveling Map of Asia, sponsored by the Department of Education, in Bestor Plaza Wednesday afternoon. The 
map, which was displayed through Thursday, was meant to help attendees of Week Eight lectures place Turkey and its geographic relationships with the Middle East and Asia.
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