
The Chautauqua Literary and Scienti� c Circle Class of 2013 celebrates the beginning of Recognition Week with the traditional Sunday vigil in the Hall of Philosophy.  ROXANA POP | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

TODAY’S WEATHER THURSDAY FRDAY
HIGH 79° LOW 68°
Rain: 50%

Sunset: 8:29 p.m.

HIGH 75° LOW 66°
Rain: 20%

Sunrise: 6:16 a.m. Sunset: 8:28 p.m.

HIGH 75° LOW 63°
Rain: 40%

Sunrise: 6:19 a.m. Sunset: 8:26 p.m.

Beginning this week on the Daily’s website, read morning and Interfaith lecture recaps the day before they’re published in the paper. www.chqdaily.com

RECREATION

Old First Night 
Run/Walk/Swim
Results of Saturday’s 
races will run in 
Thursday’s Daily.

View multimedia 
editor Andrew E. 
Mitchell’s video 
documenting the day 
at chqdaily.com.

RELIGION

Seven 
observations on 
diplomacy
Miller delivers 
Monday’s 
Interfaith Lecture

Page 9

MUSIC

A brave 
exploration
MSFO, Voice 
students stage 
Poulenc’s 
‘Dialogues’

Page 11
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In the seventh grade, Jeremy Da-
vis and Clay Johnson experienced 
what might be the nightmare of every 
13-year-old: Their mothers decided the 
two should be friends.

The boys didn’t really care to be 
buddies at the time, Johnson said, 
but their moms noticed they had 
identical class schedules. The two 
quickly became best friends and are 
now bandmates of Jeremy Davis & 
the Fabulous Equinox Orchestra. 
Davis directs the band and plays 
tenor saxophone, and Johnson sings.

“We’ve known each other longer 
than we’ve known our wives, so 
we know what each other’s think-
ing,” Johnson said. “Neither one of 
us have brothers, so we’re really like 
brothers to each other.”

The traveling band is composed of 
17 musicians; saxophones, trumpets, 
trombones, vocals and a rhythm sec-
tion of drums and guitars fl esh out a 
swinging big band.

They started the band about 15 years 
ago in Louisiana and then moved to 
Savannah, Ga., eight years ago.

Tonight’s show at 8:15 p.m. in the 
Amphitheater, titled “Mostly Mer-
cer,” focuses on legendary singer-

songwriter Johnny Mercer. Mercer 
was born in Savannah, where he 
grew up consuming as many re-
cords of Ma Rainey, Bessie Smith 
and Louis Armstrong that he could 
fi nd. He later moved to New York 
City and then to Hollywood, where 
his career really took off .

Mercer is credited with writing 
lyrics for more than 1,700 songs, 
including “Moon River,” “Autumn 
Leaves” and “That Old Black Mag-
ic.” He received 18 Academy Award 
nominations for Best Original Song, 
winning four times.

Jeremy Davis & the Fabulous Equinox Orchestra 
bring big band swing, New Orleans spice to Amp stage

FRESH AND FIERY

NIKKI LANKA
Staff Writer

Although discussing strategic con-
cerns and security matters in the context 
of diplomacy is important, Molly Wil-
liamson suggests that studying a nation’s 
demographic and economic construction 
is equally critical.

Saudi Arabia, for example, has a young 
population, with a median age of 26 and 
two-thirds of its population under the 
age of 30. China’s demographic pyramid 
is the opposite; a baby boom in the 1960s 
followed by the country’s one-child poli-
cy has led to a large number of older citi-
zens. And Russia’s entire population is on 
a decline, with the lowest numbers since 
before the collapse of the Soviet Union.

“When we talk about diplomacy,” Wil-
liamson said, “we have to take these other 
factors into account, or we risk not under-
standing where the other guy is coming 

from and missing 
opportunities for 
mutual eff ort.”

Williamson, a 
scholar with the 
Middle East Insti-
tute and former for-
eign service offi  cer 
under six diff erent 
presidents, presents 
today’s morning 
lecture at 10:45 a.m. 
in the Amphithe-

ater. She will discuss the demographic and 
economic factors driving the world’s top 
fi ve oil-producing countries: Saudi Arabia, 
Russia, the United States, China and Iran.

Understanding the politics of these na-
tions is imperative to gaining a broader 
perspective on global issues such as en-
ergy and the environment, she said.

“All of those things come together and 
you say, ‘All right, how do we negotiate 

this?’ ” she said. “ ‘How do we work to-
gether on it?’ Because we already know 
how to work against each other.”

As those fi ve countries comprise ap-
proximately 40 percent of all global oil 
production, their cooperation and collab-
oration is key to a stable planet. Instabil-
ity, Williamson notes, results in economic 
crises and price spikes in oil.

Take Iran, for example — the fi fth larg-
est oil producer in the world. If Iran’s 
exports are limited, she said, the market 
would enter a state of fl ux, and Iran may 
retaliate against other nations.

“All of that drives the price of oil up,” 
Williamson said. “That drives the price of 
the pump up. That drives the price of home 
heating up. And the whole world goes into 
some kind of conniption, because we forget 
how much we take for granted, that there 
will be fuel, that we’ll have electricity.”

WILLIAMSON

Class of 2013 
celebrates CLSC 
Recognition Day

BENJAMIN HOSTE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Aaron David Miller will discuss perceptions and realities 
of the relationship between the U.S. and the Middle East 
at 2 p.m. today in the Hall of Philosophy, continuing his 
weeklong series of Interfaith Lectures. Miller is an analyst, 
negotiator and author of Middle East policy.

KELSEY BURRITT
Staff Writer

Ginger Haskell has waited 20 years to graduate 
with the Chautauqua Literary and Scientifi c Circle 
Class of 2013 — a century after her grandmother, 
Florence Earle Buek, graduated with the Class of 1913.

Haskell, a clinical psychologist with a master’s 
from Oxford University and a doctorate from the 
University of Alabama, is the president of the Class 
of 2013. The class members will be honored today 
as they receive their diplomas for fulfi lling the re-
quirements of the CLSC; all 178 members of the 
class have read at least 12 CLSC selections over the 
rough span of four years.

Many of Recognition Day’s traditions have re-
mained the same since 1913. The marching band 
will start at 8 a.m. near the Main Gate and meet  
previous CLSC classes marching behind their ban-
ners just before 9 a.m. on Bestor Plaza. A procession 
assembles and moves down Clark Brick Walk to the 
Hall of Philosophy. Former U.S. Rep. Bill Clinger, a 
member of the Class of 2013, is parade marshal and 
will lead the procession to the Hall of Philosophy.

Williamson dissects numbers of diplomacy

MILLER TO DISCUSS 
‘DRILLING DOWN 

ARAB-ISRAELI PEACE’

JEREMY DAVIS & THE FABULOUS EQUINOX ORCHESTRA
PROVIDED PHOTO

 See WILLIAMSON, Page 4

 See CLSC, Page 4

 See DAVIS, Page 4



BRIAN SMITH | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Miss Rodeo New York Lexi Buckheit signs a 
young fan’s autograph with Miss Teen Rodeo 
New York Ashlee Lattner at the Gerry Rodeo on 
Aug. 3 in Gerry, N.Y. The rodeo is a fundraiser 
for the Gerry Volunteer Fire Department and 
is the oldest consecutive rodeo east of the 
Mississippi. View more photos in a slideshow of 
this staple of summer in Chautauqua County  on 
our website, at chqdaily.com.

School of Music news
• Voice Program students will perform in a recital at 2:30 
p.m. today in McKnight Hall. Ryan Ford, Elizabeth Owen, 
Hannah Hagerty, Danielle Beckvermit, Yujoong Kim, Lilla 
Heinrich-Szasz, Evan Johnson, David Smolokoff, Kaitlyn 
McMonigle, and Phillip Stoddard will sing opera arias and 
duets during the recital. Jean-Paul Bjorlin, Milos Repicky 
and Joel Harder will accompany the students on piano. 
• The Voice Program will present its annual Sing Out con-
cert at 2 p.m. Thursday in McKnight Hall. This is last the 
time the voice students will perform together.
National Geographic map
The National Geographic Traveling Map of Asia, sponsored 
by the Department of Education, will be on display in Be-
stor Plaza from noon to 4 p.m. Wednesday through Friday. 
Volunteers are still needed to host the map this week and 
next. Various hours, minimum age 14. Please contact Lori 
Franklin at 716-357-6310 or speak to Caroline Rosen onsite.
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle alumni news
• Guild of Seven Seals 2013 Graduates will be fêted by the 
guild membership during a luncheon held in their honor 
at 12:15 p.m. Thursday in Alumni Hall. All guild members 
are welcome while seats are available. Tickets are $4.
• CLSC Class of 2008 will meet 12 p.m. Thursday in the Alum-
ni Hall Garden Room for a Brown Bag with Kati Marton. 
• CLSC Class of 1994 has reserved a table at tonight’s 
CLSC Gala. Meet at 5 p.m. for our annual meeting, where 
we will discuss plans for our 20th anniversary in 2014.
• CLSC Class of 1988 will have a 25th-anniversary dessert 
party at 7 p.m. tonight at 11 Cookman. RSVP at 716-357-2029.
CLSC Science Group presentation
Bob Adams, a consulting radiation physicist, presents on 
“Climate Change” at 9 a.m. today in Smith Wilkes Hall.
Artists at the Market
The Artists at the Market is open from 1 to 4 p.m. Wednes-
days and Thursdays at the Farmers Market. Artists and 
vendors bring a variety of unique items and change daily.
Chautauqua Women’s Club news
• Join Chef Ross Warhol from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. tonight at a 
private residence on the grounds for a food demo of a spe-
cial dish. Eat and drink the results with additional food 
provided by the hostess. A $40 donation reserves your 
place and may be made at the Clubhouse, 716-357-4961. 
• The Women’s Club flea boutique will be held from noon 
to 2 p.m. today behind the Colonnade. Items for sale in-
clude clothing, jewelry, purses and household goods.
• French and Spanish circles will meet on the Clubhouse 
porch at 1:15 p.m. today for informal conversation. These 
circles meet weekly, while other circles meet on request.
• The Contemporary Issues Forum featuring Geoffrey 
Kemp will be held at 3:30 p.m. today at the Clubhouse.
Abrahamic Program for Young Adults news
• “Burning Questions: Conversations with APYA” takes place 
at 12:30 p.m. today in the Hall of Christ. All are welcome.
• At 7:30 p.m. tonight, APYA hosts “Exploring Wisdom” on 
Pastor Paul’s porch, across from Hurlbut Church. All young 
adults (ages 14 to 24) are welcome to come and explore the 
words and texts that the coordinators find spiritual.
• At 8 p.m. Thursday, APYA will host a porch activity at 
Alumni Hall. All young adults (ages 14 to 24) are welcome.
Everett Jewish Life Center at Chautauqua news
• At 12:15 p.m. today at the EJLCC, a Brown Bag talk will 
feature Ted Deutch.
• At 3:30 p.m. today, a repeat showing of “Anita” will be 
held at the EJLCC.
Bird Tree & Garden Club Bat Chat
Meet nature guide Caroline Van Kirk Bissell at 4:15 p.m. 
today at Smith Wilkes to learn about bats. 
Friends of Chautauqua Theater tech rehearsal
Members of the Friends are invited to sit in for a 45-minute 
segment of a technical rehearsal of The Comedy of Errors at 
1, 1:45 or 2:30 p.m. today at Bratton Theater.  
Softball championship game
At 5 p.m. today, the men’s championship game will be 
played at Sharpe Field. 
Chautauqua Golf Club display
The Chautauqua Golf Club seeks vintage equipment, rel-
ics and stories for a display celebrating the club’s centen-
nial next year. Items of interest are old clubs, score cards, 
photos and stories. Items can be donated or loaned. Con-
tact Jack Voelker at 716-357-6403. 
Community Shabbat dinner
All Chautauquans are invited to the second Communi-
ty Shabbat Dinner at 7 p.m. Friday in the Everett Jewish 
Life Center. For reservations, call 716-357-3467 or e-mail 
zevilenkin@aol.com. 
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News FRoM ARouND The GRouNDs

Briefly

kelly tunney
Staff Writer

 
Author Mary Sul-

livan wrote a book 
for young adults be-
cause she believes 
they are the ones to 
change the world.

In Sullivan’s Dear 
Blue Sky, the main character, 
Cassie, must deal with her 
older brother going overseas 
to fight in the Iraq War. As 
her family falls apart now 
that the glue that held them 
together is gone, Cassie 
learns that life in Iraq is far 
more complicated than she 
thought. She puts her energy 
into making a difference.

The Chautauqua Liter-
ary and Scientific Circle 
Young Readers will discuss 
Sullivan’s book at 4:15 p.m. 
today in the Alumni Hall 
Ballroom. Sullivan will join 
the readers to discuss her 
novel, stress the importance 
of young adults who are in-
formed of world events, and 
examine the impact on citi-
zens of other countries dur-
ing times of conflict.

Now more than 
ever, young adults 
can communicate 
with those around 
the world who live 
very different lives. 
Sullivan believes 
such communica-
tion can make a pro-
found difference.

“[Young people] are the 
ones that are going to be-
come empathetic, that are 
going to read books and go 
on the Internet and find oth-
er people who are trying to 
live their lives in other parts 
of the world,” Sullivan said. 
“They are the ones that are 
going to make a change.”

When Cassie begins to 
read a blog written by “Blue 
Sky” — an Iraqi girl about 
her age who faces daily 
bombings and threats — 
she learns that the Iraq she 
knows from the media and 
her family is not the same as 
that experienced by Blue Sky. 
Cassie starts to question the 
war and sets out to find the 
truth for herself.

As Sullivan developed 
the storyline of the book, she 

wanted to offer young read-
ers different perspectives of 
the war and how it affects 
those involved.

“I wanted them to real-
ize two things: one, what it 
would be like to be from a 
family or be a soldier who 
was going off to fight in a war 
like the Iraq War,” she said. 
“Also, what it would be like 
to be in the country that’s be-
ing bombed and attacked, to 
be somebody in Iraq that this 
is happening to.”

Sullivan created Blue 
Sky’s fictional blog from a 
combination of blogs she 
read before writing the book. 
She became particularly in-
terested in Iraqi girls who 
detailed their experiences in 

the war; Sullivan drew from 
their voices to represent Blue 
Sky.

When Cassie’s brother Sef 
leaves to fight in the Iraq War, 
each member of her family 
reacts in a different way. Sul-
livan also wanted to show the 
reality of war and its effect on 
the American family. 

“I wanted Sef to be the cen-
ter of the family, the one who 
held everything together,” 
Sullivan said. “I did want Sef 
to leave, and in the aftermath, 
everybody falls apart. I want-
ed that to show the effect of 
what happens to families 
here when somebody leaves 
and what it does to them on 
very different levels.”

By having the chance to 
speak to the Young Read-
ers today, Sullivan hopes to 
begin a discussion on the 
power of young voices. She 
will open with the story of 
Malala Yousafzai, a Pakistani 
teenager who was shot after 
speaking out against the Tali-
ban and advocating for girls’ 
education.

“I want to present a view 
of girls in different parts of 
the world who are incredibly 
strong voices, who are break-
ing through barriers to be 
heard,” Sullivan said. “I want 
[girls] to reach out to under-
stand what it means to raise 
your voice, to speak.”

Through ‘Dear Blue Sky,’ Sullivan encourages 
Young Readers to speak out for their beliefs

RodEo  
RoYALTY

SuLLivAN

CoRRECTioN

In Monday’s edition, 
The Chautauquan Daily 
published the incorrect 
photograph with coverage 
of Bruce Western’s Friday 
Interfaith Lecture at the 
Hall of Philsophy. The Daily 
regrets the error.
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In August 1913, a first-class boat was on sale for $125, 
rooms for rent on Asbury Avenue started at four dollars 
per week and a single copy of The Chautauquan Daily 
cost five cents.

Those numbers alone show how times have changed in 
the past 100 years, but the Chautauqua Literary and Scien-
tific Circle Recognition Day — with its white dress code, 
Golden Gate and parade with flower girls — remains almost 
entirely unchanged.

According to records kept in Alumni Hall, the CLSC 
Class of 1913 dubbed itself the “Athene Class,” and during 
its graduation ceremony, a large stuffed owl stood propped 
on a stand near the speaker

The owl, the symbol of the goddess Athene, was one of 
the emblems of the class. Another was the torch, two of 
which border the class banner.  In the middle of the banner 
is Athene herself in a golden helmet, brandishing a golden 
shield. Athene is the Greek goddess of many things, but 
perhaps most appealing to the CLSC Class of 1913 is that 
she is the goddess of courage, civilization and wisdom.

The class poem was “The Epic of Hades” by Lewis 
Morris, in which the author stumbles upon Aphrodite and 
Athene in a dream, the latter who tells him, “ ’tis the light 
which cheers/ The waning life! [Then] turn your calmer 
eyes/ To the fair page of knowledge.”  

The class motto is: “Self reverence, self knowledge, self 
control; These three alone lead life to sovereign power.” For 
the ceremony on Aug. 13, 1913, Kate F. Kimball read the mot-
to aloud to the class of 129 graduates. (Only about 20 percent 
of those who registered in 1909 completed the course.)

A portrait of Kimball hangs in Alumni Hall on the wall 
of the room that bears her name. Beginning as a secretary 
at age 18, Kimball devoted her life to the CLSC, managing it 
for 35 years, and she believed in accessible education for all 
who were unable to attend college. She was posthumously 
inducted into the Western New York Women’s Hall of Fame 
in 2004.

Samuel Christian Schmucker, who had written the 1913 
CLSC selection The Meaning of Evolution (and would even-
tually write the 1925 CLSC selection Man’s Life on Earth), 
delivered the Recognition Day address. In his address, as 
reprinted in the Daily on Aug. 14, 1913, Schmucker spoke of 
the importance of lifelong learning: “Education can never 
be finished. One is never too old to come to new things in 

the intellectual, the educational, the religious life. If there is 
anything that Chautauqua stands for, it is unlimited oppor-
tunity.”

The CLSC in 1913 was still a rigorous education program. 
The graduates had been enrolled for four years; their read-
ing list included Social Life at Rome by W. Warde Fowler, 
Mental Growth and Control by Nathan Oppenheim and 
Twenty Years at Hull House, the memoir of Jane Addams.

Bishop John H. Vincent preached for the Baccalaureate, 
which took place on Aug. 11, and the opening exercises 
were conducted by Dr. Jesse L. Hurlbut. Arthur E. Bestor, 
director of the CLSC who would later become president of 
the Institution, was the parade marshal for Recognition Day.

Notices printed the week before graduation pressed 
members of the Class of 1913 to secure tickets which were 
“necessary in order to pass the Golden Gate.” Similar bul-
letins called for parents to volunteer their little girls to act as 
flower girls for Recognition Day, stipulating that they “not 
be over eight years of age” and that each wear a white dress 
equipped with a name tag and home address.

The Recognition Day program has not much changed 
since 1913 — traditions remain traditions — and neither 
has the sacredness of graduation day for those in the CLSC. 
In 1913, two class members traveled from Europe to attend 
graduation.

“We really came home from Europe to graduate with our 
class,” they told the Daily in its Aug. 4, 1913, issue. “Some of 
our friends seemed to think it was funny, but a Chautauqua 
reader easily understands.”

Evolution circa 1913

Kelsey Burritt | Staff WritEr

From the CLSC Vault

Kelly tunney
Staff Writer

Grace Canfield spent her 
childhood summers in Chau-
tauqua. As she got older, she 
noticed the variety and the 
quality of the art around her, 
especially the Voice Program 
in the School of Music. Can-
field admired the singers 
and was inspired by their 
performances. This year, she 
returns not as a child vaca-
tioning, but as a student in 
the Voice Program.

Canfield will take part 
in the student voice recital 
at 7:30 p.m. tonight in McK-
night Hall.

Canfield said that be-
cause she grew up in Chau-
tauqua, she’s familiar with 
the pressure involved with 
the Voice Program.

“I’ve seen the singers here; 
I know what’s expected,” 
she said. “So I always want 
to improve. You constantly 
compare yourself to your 
colleagues and I think that’s 
a dangerous thing, because 
there are people who are al-

ways going to be better or are 
in a different place in their 
life — so they’re better.”

Despite the challenges 
and occasional feelings of 
intimidation, Canfield is 
grateful to be in a place 
where she can grow and de-
velop as a singer during the 
course of the summer.

Canfield takes lessons 
from Marlena Malas, the 
School of Music’s voice 
chair, who pushes students 
to be their best. Canfield 
said Malas has taught her to 
interpret the text of the mu-
sic and the importance of de-
livering that interpretation.

“She’s not an easy teacher, 
but she is a perfectionist,” 
Canfield said. “I think that’s 
what puts her above the oth-
ers because she really strives 
for the best. [She wants] the 
best her students can give 
and the best sound she can 
get — and it pays off.”

Tyler Stahl is another Ma-
las student, and his experi-
ence working with her is 
not unlike that of Canfield.  

He has learned to interpret 
the text with his own feel-
ings and emotions, drawing 
from his own experiences 
rather than simply reading 
the words from a piece.

“She’s opened me up to 
new ways of building my 
voice, in the aspect of just 
looking at the music,” Stahl 
said. “Not necessarily look-
ing at the notes of the mu-
sic first, but looking at the 
translation, the text, making 
it [relate] to something that’s 
happened to you during 
your life.”

Canfield and Stahl have 
both progressed with their 
skills throughout the sum-
mer and will return to The 
Juilliard School — where 
they are both students — 
with newfound confidence 
in their abilities.

“I feel changed from the 
summer, in a very good 
way,” Canfield said. “I feel 
like Chautauqua is a place of 
constant evaluation of your 
soul, and for me as a singer, I 
try to find that true art.”

Voice students ready recital 
performance under Malas’ guidance

maggie livingstone
Staff Writer

John Shedd is having a 
busy summer.

In addition to his tradi-
tional duties as Chautauqua’s 
administrator of architectur-
al and land use regulations 
and capital project manag-
er, Shedd is overseeing the 
many facets of the Institu-
tion’s proposed Amphithe-
ater Rehabilitation Project. 
This season, Shedd has been 
speaking with community 
members three times each 
week about the scale model 
of the project, currently on 
display at Smith Memorial 
Library. He’s also prepared 
answers to Frequently Asked 
Questions, making them 
available at the library and 
on Chautauqua’s website. 

Shedd will speak fur-
ther about the Amphithe-

ater renovations at 9:15 a.m. 
Thursday at the Women’s 
Clubhouse, as part of the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Chautauqua Speaks lecture 
series.

Shedd assumed his cur-
rent role at the Institution in 
2011 after decades working 
for various firms as an archi-
tect and construction man-
ager. The move to the Insti-
tution was not a particularly 
difficult one — Shedd has 
lived in Lakewood, N.Y., for 
22 years and was very famil-
iar with Chautauqua — but 
his position at the Institu-
tion is much different than 
anything he had previously 
experienced.

“Before, my clients were 
schools and people, and I 
was just focused on the user 
needs,” Shedd said. “Now 
my client is the community 

as a whole.”
Shedd’s Women’s Club 

talk will serve as a platform 
to discuss in greater detail 
some of the proposed chang-
es to the Amphitheater and 
the timeline of construction. 

Shedd’s job is unique, as 
he works with the creative 
teams on the renovation — 
theater architects, acoustic 
consultants, engineers — 
and other Institution senior 
staff members. 

The most pressing issue at 
the moment is securing the 
necessary philanthropy  for 
the project. Funding must be 
in place before proceeding 
with the next phase — issu-
ing construction documents 
to bidders and awarding the 
contract. 

 A recent cost estimate 
puts the project between $25 
and $35 million.

Shedd to discuss proposed amp 
renovation thursday at Women’s club

Lost Bikes

   » on the grounds

the chautauqua Police Department often retrieves lost bicycles. if you have lost your bike, please 
contact the chautauqua Police Department at 716-357-6225 to see if they have found yours.
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CONGRATULATIONS
CLSC Class of 2013

The Class of 2013, all clad 
in white, will march from 
the Hall of Christ down Ha-
ven Avenue to the foot of the 
Hall of Philosophy. There, 
they will be greeted by actors 
portraying Lewis Miller and 
John Heyl Vincent, one bran-
dishing a giant key inscribed 
“ReAD” to open the Golden 
Gate, which only members 
of the graduating class are 
allowed to pass through.

students from the Chil-
dren’s	School	toss	flowers	as	
the graduates walk up the 
steps to take their seats in 
the	hall.	Jeff	Miller,	CLSC	ac-
tivities coordinator, presides 
over the ceremony; Chau-
tauqua Institution President 
Thomas M. Becker and sher-
ra Babcock, Institution vice 
president and emily and 
Richard smucker Chair for 
education, give responsive 
readings. The class has cho-
sen sandra Day O’Connor as 
its class honoree.

Once the graduates have 
received their diplomas, 
they will process from the 
Hall of Philosophy — down 
Cookman Avenue and along 
south Lake Drive — to the 
Amphitheater for the 10:45 
a.m. morning lecture, where 
they	will	be	recognized	with	
their banner displayed on-
stage. For its motto, the Class 
of 2013 has chosen “share 
Your Light.”

The motto refers, in part, 
to the Class of 1913 — the 

Athene Class — which had 
two torches on its banner.

“Reading and literature 
shed their light on things 
that I would not otherwise 
know about and brings them 
into my consciousness,” 
Haskell said. “It can have 
many interpretations, but 
‘share Your Light’ really is 
about each of us as individu-
als taking action.”

Haskell, who grew up vis-
iting a “Chautauqua of the 
south” in Monteagle, Tenn., 
first	 came	 to	 Chautauqua	
with her brother’s family 25 
years ago. every septem-
ber since Haskell joined the 
CLsC, it has become tradi-
tion for her brother to give 
her the CLsC book selections 
as a birthday gift.

When the Class of 2013 
was meeting last summer 
to plan Recognition Day, 
Haskell would make the trip 
from her home in Alexan-
dria, Va., to attend class meet-
ings — sometimes arriving 
on sundays and leaving on 
Tuesdays to return to work. 
The identity of the Class of 
2013 and the respect paid to 
her grandmother’s class of 
1913 — and all of those in 
between — were extremely 
important to Haskell.

Haskell’s grandmother 
was 50 years old when she 
graduated from the CLsC. 
Haskell never had the op-
portunity to know her 
grandmother; she died be-
fore Haskell was born. How-
ever, she speculates that her 
grandmother was one of the 

many women at the time 
who pursued a diploma from 
the CLsC as an alternative to 
a college education.

Unlike Haskell, her grand-
mother would have traveled 
to the Institution only once: 
to receive her diploma. Oth-
erwise, she would have met 
with	a	more	localized	CLSC	
group.

“What’s really fun for me 
is	to	realize	that	they	stayed	
in the Athenaeum [Hotel],” 
she said. “My grandmother 
and my dad sat in the Am-
phitheater and heard the 
same organ I’m sitting here 
listening to.”

Virginia Horvath, an-
other member of the Class 
of 2013, is president of the 
state University of New York 
at Fredonia. Formerly, she 
taught medieval literature 
and served as dean of aca-
demic and student services 
at Kent state University. 
Horvath moved to Fredonia 
in 2005 and served as vice 
president	of	academic	affairs	
before being appointed pres-
ident in 2012.

Horvath grew up in Am-
herst, N.Y. she attended 
Buffalo	 Seminary,	 a	 prep	
school for girls, where she 
developed	 an	 affinity	 for	
book clubs at a young age; 
in eighth grade, she was a 
member of a book club that 
met every day after school. 
Now she is a member of three 
book clubs: Ancora Imparo, 
Fredonia shakespeare Club 
and the CLsC.
Horvath	first	 came	 to	 the	

Institution when she was 11 
or 12 years old to see a New 
Orleans	 jazz	 band,	 but	 she	
joined CLsC just last year. 
she read the 12 required 
books within the year to 
graduate this summer.

Although she has been 
a member of many book 
clubs,	 she	 finds	 the	 CLSC	
unique for its history. she 
read books mainly from the 
last 15 years, but she was fas-
cinated to look back through 
the titles on the historic book 
list. The books that were se-
lected reveal as much about 
their authors as they do 
about those who chose them, 
she said.

“I’m a reader, but I love 
the idea of social reading,” 
Horvath said, “of people 
talking about text together, 
and being part of a group 
that’s committed to ideals of 
intellectual challenge.”

While Horvath said that 
there are more educational 
opportunities for women to-
day than there were in the 
foundational years of the 
CLsC, she believes that the 
book club is still vital.

“There aren’t very many 
opportunities for people in 
lifelong learning,” Horvath 
said, “and to continue — no 
matter what your age — to 
say, ‘I want to join in with 
other people, and it’s mean-
ingful for me to connect with 
a tradition, and to connect 
with the texts, and to con-
nect with other people.’ And 
I think all three of those are 
important here.”

CLSC
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Davis learned about Mer-
cer’s music after moving to 
savannah and joining the 
Friends of Johnny Mercer, 
an	 organization	 dedicat-
ed to preserving Mercer’s 
memory. Davis soon be-
came the group’s president.

“[Mercer] was the south-
ern gentleman working in 
New York in Tin Pan Alley,” 
Davis said. “so he had an 
entirely	 different	 perspec-
tive to bring to the Great 
American songbook.”

The rest of the evening’s 
show will range from Ray 
Charles to Johnny Cash to 
Michael Bublé. It’s the most 
inclusive show Davis has 
ever played, drawing in au-
diences of all generations.

“It’s all got that swing-
ing, big band thing,” Davis 
said. “But all the arrange-

ments have been written 
custom by our arrangers. so 
they all sound classic, but 
they	sound	fresh	and	fiery.”

One of the band’s prima-
ry objectives is to commu-
nicate the love they have of 
both the music and for one 
another, Davis said. His on-
stage banter with Johnson 
is reminiscent of that of the 
Rat Pack.

“It’s telling stories,” 
Johnson said. “It’s conver-
sation; it’s asking ques-
tions, trying to get to know 
the crowd.”

And with the band’s 
southern roots, Davis said, 
audiences can expect to hear 
some spicy New Orleans 
tunes mixed in with the 
timeless style of big band.

“Certain things come 
and go, but quality is al-
ways around,” Davis said, 
“and that’s kind of the way 
we see the Great American 
songbook.”

energy and environmen-
tal issues go hand in hand, 
she said. The planet con-
sumes 89 million barrels of 
oil each day, but 1.2 billion 
people live on less than two 

dollars a day. It is critical, 
Williamson said, that na-
tions discuss how to bring 
energy to everyone and 
protect the “haves” from ex-
ploiting the “have-nots.”

“These are things that 
the whole planet has to ad-
dress as a planet,” she said. 
“No	one	country	can	fix	it.”

‘Chautauquans in Diplomacy’ event

“Chautauquans in Diplomacy” is an opportunity to hear 
from Chautauqua community members who are currently in 
diplomatic posts around the world. At 4 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Christ, all are invited to listen in on a conversation of 
what it is like to be in foreign service.



kathleen crocker
Guest Writer

U
pon her death in 
2000, the James-
town, N.Y., Post-
Journal’s editorial 

noted that Alfreda Locke 
Irwin was readily recog-
nized by her first name, “for 
there was only one Alfreda.”

In memoriam, Daniel L. Bratton, former Chautauqua 
Institution president, intoned, “Fear not about the perpetua-
tion of your work or the tasks left undone by your departure 
from us. Your legacy, your spirit, the force of our individual 
and collective memories of you will never let you go.”

Born in Dunkirk, N.Y., in 1913, Alfreda was an Ohio 
Wesleyan University graduate who majored in English 
and journalism. She and her husband, Forest Burton 
Irwin, settled in Franklin, Pa., with their six children. 
Her “Chautauqua experience” was initiated by her 
great-grandfather and was continued by her parents, Dr. 
and Mrs. Alfred C. Locke; in the mid-1950s, the Irwins 
became summer residents at 39 Palestine.

Progressing at The Chautauquan Daily from reporter to ed-
itor to editor emeritus, Alfreda was named the Institution’s 
first official historian. In that role, she enabled others to 
“better understand Chautauqua, its people and its history.”

Alfreda understood that membership in the Chautau-
qua Literary and Scientific Circle promoted “a camarade-
rie … that supports the feeling of loyalty to Chautauqua 
… and serves as one more tie to the place that is already 
beloved.” All 39 members of the CLSC Class of 1993, one 
of the smallest CLSC classes, embraced Alfreda as their 
honoree; she seemed happy to be “adopted,” as her Class 
of 1979 had noticeably dwindled.  

Norman Karp, class president of the Class of 1993, nostal-
gically recalls that leading the procession as Alfreda’s escort 
proved as exhilarating “as a graduation from Harvard.”     

With adjoining offices in the Smith Memorial Library 
basement, June Miller-Spann, curator and collections 
manager, shared a passion for history and preserva-
tion with Alfreda. In Preserve the Past for the Future 
— Spann’s concise, must-read pamphlet regarding the 
preservation of the class banners in Alumni Hall — she 
recorded this striking image:   

The graduated CLSC classes continue to promote fellowship 
through class reunions and special events, even in times of sor-
row and despair.  On Aug. 6, 2000, during a memorial service 
for Alfreda Locke Irwin in the Hall of Philosophy, the Class of 
1993 members assembled to pay homage to their honoree. They 
were dressed in class attire and gathered as a group during the 
service. When I saw the class members, I recalled how Alfreda 
adored the Recognition Day Parade. She would burst into the 
Archives wearing white pants, a navy blue tee shirt with “Class 
of 1993” in gold lettering and a matching blue baseball cap and 
bandana. The vibration of the drums and the shrill of the wind 
instruments made us smile with great enthusiasm. Just as Al-
freda was about to grab the door handle to leave the office to join 
her CLSC class, she would look back at me with twinkling eyes 
and say, “I love Chautauqua.”

Joining the Class of 1993 today are Alfreda and For-
est’s five daughters: Beth Becka (Class of 2011) and her 
husband Ivan from San Antonio; Sue McCabe (who 
remembers marching in the parade as a young girl) and 
her husband Michael from Valencia, Calif.; Maggie Irwin 
(Class of 2000) from Jamestown, N.Y.; Ruth Mankin and 
her husband Robert from New York City; and Becky 
(Mrs. Dale) Robbins (Class of 2000) from Lakewood, N.Y.

Class members will proudly distribute specially 
designed bookmarks during the parade to commemorate 
Alfreda’s stellar achievements.

Kathleen Crocker is a member of the CLSC Class of 1993, 
which celebrates its 20th anniversary this year.
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C O M M U N I t Y

After some sand toys and art supplies suitable for a 
6-year-old were cleared off the wicker rocker, Alan 
Clendenning settled comfortably into the cushions and 
relaxed. Clendenning, 50, the Associated Press bureau 

chief for Spain and Portugal, was back at Chautauqua Institution 
after a 32-year absence. The career journalist and foreign cor-
respondent had spent many boyhood summers on the grounds in 
a family home on Peck Avenue, and memories of that time still 
burn brightly. Clendenning and his siblings chose Chautauqua 
for a family reunion this year, renting property in the same Peck 
Avenue neighborhood. 

Chautauqua Youth

When I was 3 or 4 years old and my family was living 
in Cleveland, they bought a house on Peck Avenue, and I 
started going to [Boys’ and Girls’] Club when I was about 
6 years old, with the likes of George Snyder, who I guess 
is somewhat of a luminary here these days [Snyder is the 
outgoing chairman of the Institution’s board of trustees]. 
… I worked at a bunch of the restaurants and became a fre-
quent patron of the Snug Harbor Lounge, which appears to 
be shuttered now, though the building still exists. 

I stopped coming to Chautauqua around the age of 18 or 
19. My dad sold the house because all the kids were going 
in different directions. This is the first time I’m back in 
around 32 years. the place hasn’t changed all that much. 
At all. It’s good to see; it’s great for the kids to get an expe-
rience here.

What has changed? there are a lot more driveways with 
cars in them, but there do not seem to be many cars out on 
the streets. I wonder why people feel they need their cars 
next to their house instead of just a three-minute walk away 
in the lot. ... And I found out to my deep surprise that ap-
parently in some of the restaurants here, one can actually 
get a glass of wine or a bottle of beer these days. I guess I’d 
say that is a positive. 

I was trying to explain to my son why this place is differ-
ent than other places. I think there are basically two rea-
sons: there are no cars and no bars. I think those are two of 
the reasons why Chautauqua has a timeless quality to it.

New Traditions

We decided after 32 years that we needed to get together, 
and what better place to do it than Chautauqua? to give the 
experience to our children who have never experienced it 
before. We rented two houses on Peck, kind of sandwiching 
where the family home used to be. When we had our house, it 
was a little bit ramshackle; now it looks like the owners have 
fixed it up quite a bit. 

One of my sisters now lives in Pittsburgh and one lives in 
Chicago, and had we known back when we were teenagers 
that they would end up there, maybe we would have made 
some effort to convince my father not to sell the place, and 
now we could all be using it. But that’s life. 

What’s been important to me in my life has been my career 
... [and to] raise a decent family — and I’ve been fortunate to be 
able to do that. One of my goals had been to become a foreign 
correspondent for a U.S. news agency, and I did that with the 
Associated Press, first in Brazil and now in Spain. I am part 
of a dying breed. When I went into this business, it was very 
common for newspapers and news agencies to train people in 
the U.S. You would work your way up in the organization and 
then be sent overseas. A lot of that has been disappearing over 
the years, for several reasons. It’s not just because it is so expen-
sive; you can also hire people in the countries overseas who are 
good enough, with the education and skills needed, and we 
don’t have to bring an American over to do the job. In Brazil, you 
can hire Brazilians to write and report in English, and they do 
a phenomenal job. That situation didn’t exist 10 to 15 years ago. 
You can do that in Spain, in many parts of Africa. …

I have a beautiful Spanish wife and two kids, aged 13 and 
11, who hold both American and Spanish nationality. Part of 
coming here is to have my kids connect with their American 

roots, too, because they haven’t really lived in the States since 
they were very small. What better place for them to kind of 
feel they were American than in Chautauqua? they had no 
idea what to expect, parachuting in here on a Saturday, start-
ing at Club on Monday. Now they are cheerfully going down 
the hill to Club every day. … this is a really welcoming place. 

One thing ... that is a lot different than when I was here 
is that previously, it was pretty much 50 to 60 percent of the 
people who came here stayed all summer long. What I am 
hearing, anecdotally at least, is that it’s more like 5 to 10 per-
cent summer-long people these days. that’s just a sign of the 
times, I guess. there are premium prices here, no doubt, but 
I also think you get value for it. We went to Midway [State 
Park] the other day. Now that is a place that hasn’t changed 
at all; all the rides seem exactly the same. 

It’s interesting coming here during “Crime and Punish-
ment” week, since I worked as a crime reporter earlier in my 
career for about five years. ... The speakers this week have 
been fantastic. I have been a little bit surprised that most of 
the speakers seem to come from the point of view that the 
system needs to be reformed on behalf of the people who 
committed the crimes or gone into a life of crime, as op-
posed to the victims’ side of things. I have interviewed many 
victims of crime, the families of people who had been killed, 
and these folks often turn into law-and-order, “lock ’em up” 
types in this country. Right or wrong, that seems frequently 
to be the case. 

Looking back on this fabulous week, I’d love to keep com-
ing back here, year after year. But there is the transportation is-
sue. this is a phenomenal vacation destination — if you live in 
Cleveland, Pittsburgh or Buffalo [N.Y.]. That triangulation has 
not changed, and I imagine it won’t ever change. Coming from 
Madrid, on the other hand, is doable, but it is a lot of planning 
and a lot of money. With my Spanish wife, it was a bit difficult 
at first convincing her it was important to come here. It was 
tough explaining what Chautauqua is. It’s incredibly hard to 
introduce Chautauqua to someone who has never been here. 
This place is unique. But the first night here, walking around, 
she managed to breathe it in, get a feel for what it is all about 
— and by the end of the first day, she was happily going off to 
one lecture after another and yoga first thing in the morning. 
She knows what it is all about now. It’s all good now.

Chautauqua Conversations
column by john ford

After 32 years, returning to a ‘timeless’ Chautauqua

‘For there was only one’: 
Remembering Alfreda

It’s the Fourth of July, 2023 
— Chautauqua Institution’s 
150th season. Bestor Plaza is 
bustling with the Commu-
nity Band playing and Chil-
dren’s School marching. Both 
the traditional and the new 
are evidence of the generosity 
of Chautauquans whose spir-
it endures at the celebration 
and throughout the grounds. 

these are Chautauquans 
who helped to ensure the sus-
tainability of the place they 
love through a planned gift. 
Planned gifts are earmarked 
to fund future initiatives and 
programming. Chautauqua 
Foundation’s planned giving 
program strengthens the In-
stitution underpinnings for 
the long term, while offering 
many advantages for donors.  

The Chautauqua Founda-
tion’s planned giving commit-
tee promotes awareness and 
understanding of how legacy 
bequests, such as naming 
Chautauqua as a beneficiary 
in one’s will, IRA, or life insur-
ance, can benefit both the or-
ganization and the donor. the 
committee is chaired by life-
long Chautauquan Laura P. 
Currie, who also serves on the 
Institution’s board of trustees 
and the Foundation’s board of 
directors. A particular goal of 
hers is to create wider recog-
nition and understanding of 
planned giving throughout 
the Chautauqua community. 

“We want people to see that 
this is not only a really impor-
tant way, but an easy way to 
support Chautauqua,” Currie 
said. “Anybody can do it.” 

Currie coordinates with 
Karen Blozie, the Foundation’s 
director of gift planning, and 
leads the committee’s efforts 
to interest donors in mak-
ing a commitment to secure 
Chautauqua’s future. While 
the Foundation’s annual fund 
raises funds to cover current 
expenditures, planned gifts 
can be provided immediate-
ly or deferred to the future. 
Combining a current gift with 

a legacy bequest helps sup-
port both Chautauqua’s mis-
sion and values.

On July 5, the committee 
hosted the annual Eleanor B. 
Daugherty Society luncheon 
at the Athenaeum Hotel to 
recognize planned gift donors 
for their generosity. this year’s 
luncheon boasted the largest 
number of new Daugherty 
Society members in a single 
year — 42 new members.  

Committee member Su-
san Laubach said she en-
joys her conversations with 
community members be-
cause the decision to make a 
planned gift doesn’t need to 
be a difficult one.  

“It’s easy to add Chau-
tauqua to your will, and it’s 
wonderful to know you’ve 
helped the Institution con-
tinue on through the years,” 
she said. “We’re the pipeline 
that will carry Chautauqua 
into the future.”

Many on the planned giv-
ing committee have a deep-
rooted investment in the Insti-
tution. C. Angus Schaal spent 
every summer growing up at 
Chautauqua — part of a fam-
ily tradition that dates back to 
the late 1800s. He brings to the 
committee years of experience 
doing similar work for other 
cultural organizations. 

“I want to continue to 
build upon the established, 
active, and growing planned 
giving program that has 
been flourishing in the last 
several years,” Schaal said.  

Schaal is particularly in-
terested in engaging donors 
in their 40s and 50s — an age 
when people begin to think 
about long-term estate and 
bequest planning. 

“[These] decisions are hap-
pening at a younger age to-
day,” Schaal said. “We need to 
reach out to potential donors 
in this age group and commu-
nicate the case for support.”

Committee member Sarah 
Rosen has worked in devel-
opment for public television 

and other not-for-profits for 
the past 30 years, bringing 
a keen understanding of 
how an organization such as 
Chautauqua can develop an 
endowment as a base to sus-
tain itself into the future. 

“I really do believe that 
this is such a special place, 
that leaving a legacy here 
will mean something for gen-
erations,” Rosen said. “There 
are fewer and fewer places 
like this, where you can go 
to have a conversation where 
you’re dealing with such a 
broad range of issues, and I 
feel it’s a legacy worth mak-
ing, preserving and giving.” 

“My wish is that Chautau-
qua will be around for gen-

erations to come,” she said.
Rosen said that in addition 

to speaking with community 
members about Chautauqua’s 
future, she enjoys the friend-
ships she has made with fel-
low committee members. 

“It’s a wonderful group of 
people who come to Chautau-
qua from different places and 
different ways, yet together 
we’re this fantastic group of 
people that really work well 
together,” she said.

For more information on 
how you can include Chautau-
qua in your estate plans, please 
contact Karen Blozie, director 
of gift planning, Chautauqua 
Foundation, at 716 357-6244 or 
email kblozie@ciweb.org.

Foundation committee works to ensure Chautauqua’s futureSpecial commentary

IrwIN

Benjamin Hoste | Staff photographer
Chautauqua Foundation’s planned giving committee. Standing, 
left to right: Sarah Rosen; chair Laura Currie; Jack Connolly and 
Susan Laubach. Sitting, left to right, Sylvia Faust; Karen Blozie, 
director of gift planning; and Carol Chimento. Missing from photo: 
Andrew Camden, Joan Keogh and C. Angus Schaal. 
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Mayville
“The Best Kept Secret on Chautauqua Lake”

Mayville /Chautauqua Chamber of Commerce 2013 Events

The village of Mayville is the closest village to the 
Chautauqua Institution 
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Aug 8:  6:30 – 8:30 p.m., 
FREE Entertainment in the 
Park concert, The Blue Mule 
Band performing, Lakeside 
Park, Mayville, for informa-
tion (716) 753-3113 or www.
mayvillechautauqua.org

Aug. 15:  6:30 – 8:30 p.m., 
FREE Entertainment in the 
Park concert, Randy Gra-
ham performing, Lakeside 
Park, Mayville, for informa-
tion (716) 753-3113 or www.
mayvillechautauqua.org

Aug. 22:  6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
FREE Entertainment in the 
Park concert, My Sweet Pa-
tootie performing, Lakeside 
Park, Mayville, for informa-
tion (716) 753-3113 or www.
mayvillechautauqua.org

Aug. 24:  9 a.m -10 p.m., 
Celtic Festival and Gathering 
of the Clans, Lakeside Park, 
Mayville, 96thhighlanders.
com/festival.html or (716) 

753-0525 for information

Every Saturday & Sun-
day during the summer 
(beginning late May - 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m.) – Flea Mar-
ket, Dart Airport, Mayville, 
NY (Hartfield area), outdoor 
flea market.  For more infor-
mation call (716) 753-2160

Lakeside Park, Rt. 394, 
Mayville –Enjoy swim-
ming during the summer 
(lifeguards on duty), tennis 
courts, playground area, 
new community center/bath-
house, basketball court, in-
field area, picnic areas, boat 
launch, gazebo and pavilion 
on site.   (716) 753-2125.

Boat Rentals/Launch 
Ramp – Chautauqua Mari-
na, 104 W. Lake Rd., Village 
of Mayville.  Open 7 days 
a week during the season 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Power/
Pontoon/Pedal Boats/Kay-

aks.  – www.Chautauqua-
Marina.com, (716) 753-3913

Chautauqua Township 
Historical Museum, Rt. 
394, Mayville (15 Water St.) 
– hours:  July thru Labor 
Day – 1 – 5 p.m. (*subject to 
change).  Located in the old 
train depot building next to 
Lakeside Park., featuring 
interesting historical memo-
rabilia on the area.   (716) 
753-7342 for more informa-
tion

Chautauqua Rails to 
Trails, 16 Water St., May-
ville (office located in the old 
train deposit next to Lake-
side Park and Chautauqua 
Belle).  Trails in the area fea-
ture hiking, walking, bicy-
cling, bird watching, horse-
back riding, cross country 
skiing.  Recreational trails 
for all to enjoy, P.O. Box 151, 
Mayville, NY 14757-0151.  

For more information on the 
trails and trail rules, call 
(716) 269-3666.

Webb’s Miniature Golf, 
located on Rt. 394 in May-
ville, NY, at Webb’s Year-
Round Resort (115 W. Lake 
Rd.), open June – September 
7 days a week – 10 a.m. – 11 
p.m. – for information call 
(716) 753-1348

The Chautauqua Belle 
– Steamship Cruises 
-steam-powered paddle boat, 
docked at Lakeside Park, 
Rt. 394, Mayville, NY, (716) 
269-2355 or www.269belle.
com 

Great Gift Shops•Restaurants 
•Boating •Candy Shoppe •Shopping
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l e c t u r e

Kagan:
‘we are 
not in 
decline 
as a 
global 
power’

“the united States rose to 
become a great power and 
is not surrounded by other 
great powers,” said robert 
Kagan, tuesday’s morning 
lecturer, who spoke on the 
week’s theme of “Diploma-
cy.” Kagan, a veteran of the 
Department of State, now 
serves as senior fellow in for-
eign policy at the Brookings 
Institution. “I apologize to 
canada and Mexico, but [be-
cause of its geography], the 
united States has enjoyed 
enormous security in the re-
gion.”

Kagan traced the trajec-
tory of America’s rise as a su-
perpower in the past century, 
arguing that the intervention 
of the united States in World 
War I and World War II, as 
well as its hand in rebuild-
ing europe after those wars, 
has led to the peace that the 

world knows today. And this 
relatively peaceful world or-
der, with the u.S. at the fore-
front, should not be taken for 
granted, he said.

Since 1945, the world has 
not seen two superpowers 
clash on the battlefield, Ka-
gan said.

“As any european will tell 
you,” Kagan said, “the peace 
that europe knows today — 
while it may not continue to 
depend on American power 
— depended, in its origins, 
on the position of the united 
States in europe. We’ve put 
together a world order that 
has been rather remarkable 
in the annals of human his-
tory.”

Kagan cited countries’ 
gross domestic products as 
one area in which the world 
has improved on the whole. 
Since 1950, GDPs around 

the world have risen about 4 
percent annually — a much 
higher rate than the .3 per-
cent GDPs tended to rise 
each year before the indus-
trial era began.

Another area in which the 
world has improved, Kagan 
said, is through the spread 
of democracy. After World 
War I, there were about 20 
democracies, most of which 
were in europe. today, there 
are 115 democratic countries 
around the world.

“that is an astounding 
shift in the nature of the in-
ternational system, which is 
completely unprecedented,” 
Kagan said. “the average hu-
man being, since the dawn of 
humankind, has lived under 
tyranny, in a state of abject 
poverty and in a state of 
constant warfare. But in this 
period, we have relative … 

peace, the great expansion of 
prosperity and the great ex-
pansion of democracy.” 

Some believe that these 
global improvements are due 
to inherent, linear human 
progress — that the human 
race “has just gotten better.” 
But Kagan disagrees. 

“It really wasn’t all that 
long ago that human beings 
were miserable and awful, if 
you think about what hap-
pened during World War 
II,” Kagan said. “We see ex-
amples around us everyday 
of what people are capable of 
doing to each other if given 
the opportunity.” 

He urged the audience 
to remember that the status 
of a world power is tempo-
rary, invoking the examples 
of ancient egypt, rome and 
Greece, all great civilizations 
that fell for one reason or an-
other.

“If the united States were 
to withdraw itself from ac-
tive involvement in shaping 
the international system,” 
Kagan said, “the world or-
der would be able to reflect 
the power of other nations. 
It would reflect their pref-

erences and their predilec-
tions.” 

Kagan compared today to 
the 1920s, when Americans 
were, as a whole, disillu-
sioned with foreign involve-
ment in the aftermath of 
World War I. they believed 
that the rest of the world 
could take care of itself; the 
u.S. wanted no part in shap-

ing international affairs, he 
said.

But Kagan warned against 
this kind of mindset. 

“I do worry that we are 
in a period where we are too 
much taking for granted that 
things will just ‘flow’ with-
out our actively shaping it,” 
he said. “If this is our 1920s, 
I don’t know what our 1930s 
look like.” 

For those concerned that 
America is losing its influ-
ence because of economic 
decline, Kagan made clear 
that this has been a constant 
worry in the attitudes of 
Americans since the coun-
try’s founding. Americans 
are often anxious that their 
best days are behind them. 
Writers, reporters and social 
scientists have predicted the 
country’s decline since its 
founding.

“While certainly the unit-
ed States is facing its share of 
difficulties … we are not in 
decline as a global power,” 
Kagan said. “We are not un-
able to continue shaping the 
world as we have in the past, 
and it really behooves us to 
continue to try.” 

Jess Miller  |  Staff Writer

RobeRt Kagan
 
senior fellow in foreign policy, 
Center for United States and 
Europe, Brookings Institution

author,  
The World America Made 

T
he success of America in becoming the world superpower 
in the last century could be attributed to one major factor — 
the “dumb luck of geography” — but its prowess and power 
has far overcome that, said a foreign policy expert from the 

Brookings Institution.

Roxana PoP | Staff PhotograPhEr

Brookings Institution senior fellow Robert 
Kagan speaks Tuesday morning in the 
Amphitheater, the second lecture on Week 
Seven’s “Diplomacy” theme.

Editor’s note: This Q&A has 
been edited for clarity and 
length. Read the full transcript 
at chqdaily.com. 

Q: How does immigra-
tion contribute to the 

United States maintaining 
its position in controlling 
the world order?

 

A: I always say “supporting 
the world order.” I 

don’t like to say “controlling” 
because, obviously, we 
don’t really control it, but we 
do sort of keep it floating. I 
think immigration has been 
an enormous boom to the 
United States. It’s amazing 
that one even has to say that 
these days, because I would 
have thought it was the most 
obvious point to make, that 
you could possibly make about 
a nation of immigrants. Now, 
I’m very much in favor of — at 
the very least level — what 
the reform bill of the Senate 
proposes, some of which is 

taking a population that now 
lives in the shadows and 
bringing them out of it, which 
I think is very important as 
long as it’s done fairly, which 
I think it is fair to the people 
who come in legally. But 
also in a very kind of selfish 
sense, because it opens up 
the prospect for more highly 
skilled, highly trained workers 
from other countries who 
come to the United States, get 
American educations and then 
don’t get a visa to stay here. I 

mean, I’ve never understood 
a policy that lets us train 
Indians and Chinese at our 
finest universities, learning all 
the greatest skills in the world, 
and then ships them out of 
here as quickly as possible. 
And so the degree to which 
we allow more of those people 
to stay and work here, given 
that they want to do so, I think 
that’s wise. At the largest level, 
immigration is what makes 
America’s future so much 
brighter than the futures of 

some other countries. Many 
countries around the world 
are facing with a significant 
problem of aging populations 
— particularly in Europe and in 
Japan. I think that the average 
age — I don’t remember 
what exactly it is, but I think 
someone did the study that in 
2050, the average European 
will be about 50. And I know 
the average age here is about 
45 or so, but the average age in 
the United States is going to be 
around 35, and that’s because 

of immigration. And that means 
you don’t have a small number 
of young people working to 
support a very large number 
of people who can no longer 
work, and this is a problem 
that’s coming up in China and, 
as I said, in Europe and Japan. 
So I think immigration is almost 
an unmitigated wound to the 
United States, and I’m in favor 
of having it be as open as 
possible. 
 —Transcribed by  
 Nikki Lanka
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Morning Worship
column by mary lee talbot

T
he story of the good Samaritan in luke’s gospel is a 
familiar one. 

“Jesus was approached by a religious man who 
wanted to show off his religiosity,” the Rev. Daisy 

Machado said at Tuesday’s 9:15 a.m. morning worship ser-
vice. Her sermon title was “A Faith That Keeps on Giving,” 
and her Scripture text was luke 10:25-29; 33-37.

The religious man was a lawyer, and he had two ques-
tions for Jesus: What must i do to inherit eternal life, and 
who is my neighbor?

“These were loaded questions,” Machado said. “The man 
knew they were loaded. Jesus knew that the man knew. The 
man knew that Jesus knew that he knew — this was not 
honest dialogue.”

Jesus gives the lawyer credit for knowing the law to 
answer the first question. When the lawyer asks, “Who is 
my neighbor?” Jesus responds with a parable. At the end 
of the parable, Jesus asks the lawyer to decide who was 
the neighbor, and the lawyer’s response “betrayed his ar-
rogance and sin.” 

“How did [the lawyer] get into such a mess that his 
questions were turned around on him?” she asked. “This 
happens often in the gospels. These two questions are part 
of the religious landscape that all religions try to provide 
answers to, and Jesus chose to respond with a story.”

Machado called the story disarmingly simple; it is the 

story of a mugging and the response, or lack of one, by 
three passers-by.

“This was no ordinary mugging,” she said. “The vic-
tim was stripped of all his belongings and beaten and left 
for dead.” 

She recalled her own mugging at knife point on the new 
York City subway.

“in my mind i was Wonder Woman, kickboxing my way 
to safety,” Machado said. “In reality, I was too frightened. I 
looked for someone to change the outcome. To be a victim is 
to be vulnerable, and to be vulnerable is to be so voiceless as 
to be invisible.”

She looked for a hero to help her and to help the victim 
in the Scripture, but she decided “that might be too much to 
ask for, so I looked at least for someone who cared.” 

The priest and the Levite passed by the victim on the 
other side of the road. 

“There is definitely something wrong; they both turned a 
blind eye,” Machado said. “I call the priest and [the] Levite 
church-going types who may have gotten an A in ethics 
class, but their belief and practice were not connected.”

Jesus knew that the lawyer was an expert in the law but, 
like many, the lawyer professed to believe but did not do 
concrete acts of love. 

“Not everyone can walk the walk,” Machado said. “Rabbi 
Abraham Heschel said that God is hiding in the world. Our 
task is to let the divine emerge from our deeds.”

The Samaritan provided money to care for the man who 
had been robbed.

“We need to listen with our hearts,” Machado said. “The 
Samaritan is not a do-gooder. That mentality permeates 
what passes for charity in our society.” The Samaritan did a 
work of mercy. 

“Works of mercy require risk-taking, to stand with and 
for the person who is wounded,” she said. “It is simpler to 
be a do-gooder, because to do works of mercy means we 
have to reveal our own limitations, our own poverty of 
spirit and our own need for God.”

A Samaritan is willing to risk again and again and again. 
“Samaritan theology de-centers the center; it removes the 

focus from the wealthy and powerful to those left out and 
dismissed,” Machado said. “To live out Samaritan theology, 
we don’t need seminary degrees, a monastic life, to speak 
English or have a green card.”

Samaritan theology involves hospitality and healing; it is 
an invitation into an interesting life. 

“We are created to be in community, and Samaritan the-
ology calls us into an authentic community in the midst of a 
vacuous society,” she said.

To be able to do justice and mercy, Machado said, “we 
have to acknowledge our own indifference and our incom-
plete understanding of what god requires. We, too, walk 
away and have blind spots.”

god speaks to Christians in Samaritan theology, she said, 
so Christians can do justice and show mercy.

“Samaritan theology teaches us to affirm life, be 
healed and to be released from our own fear and anxi-
ety, so we will not look away, so that we will not be 
afraid to take the risks that are inevitable when we 
love,” she said

Machado quoted theologian Jon Sobrino, who said that 
the definition of solidarity is “tenderness of peoples.” She 
acknowledged that the world “solidarity” has been misused 
over the years, but that it means to not be afraid to be tender 
and to love again and again and again.

“Do not be afraid to create space for those who have 
been pushed out,” she said. “With the tenderness of the 
Samaritan, we can reach out to the robbed, we can care 
deeply in an indifferent world that still does not know 
how to live together. Jesus told [the lawyer] and us, ‘Go 
and do likewise.’ ”

The Rev. Natalie Hanson presided. Charlotte Gifford read the 
Scripture lesson. Charlotte has sung in the Chautauqua Choir 
for 15 years and in the Motet Choir for 12. She is a professor of 
French and Spanish and the chair of world languages at Greenfield 
Community College in Massachusetts.

The Motet Choir, led by Jared Jacobsen, sang “The Best of Rooms” 
by Randall Thompson, using a 1647 poem by Robert Herrick. 

Samaritan theology calls for solidarity and action

Want to 
subscribe?
Stop by our office on bestor 
Plaza to order any number of 
days, weeks or a full season 
delivered directly to your 
chautauqua residence. not 
on the grounds? call the Daily 
at 716-357-6235 to get your 
subscription through the mail. 

   » on the grounds
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Miller opened his week-
long lecture series on the in-
terfaith lecture Series theme 
of “Religion, Culture and Di-
plomacy” at 2 p.m. Monday 
in the Hall of Philosophy. He 
shared seven observations 
he has made from his time 
working as an adviser to six 
different secretaries of state, 
helping to form policies for 
the Middle east and Arab-
israeli negotiations.  

He is currently the vice 
president for new initia-
tives and a distinguished 
scholar in the Middle east 
Program at the Woodrow 
Wilson international Center 
for Scholars.

Miller’s first observation 
is that the Middle east is not 
— and has never been — a 
land of promise and oppor-
tunity for great powers.

“it is an area of the world 
that is literally littered with 
the remains of great powers 
who believed — in my judg-
ment, wrongly — that they 
could somehow impose 
their will on small tribes,” 
Miller said.

The United States has its 
interests, its allies and its en-
emies in the Middle east. it’s 
trapped in this region, and 
yet the U.S. cannot reshape 
the Middle east into its own 
image, he argued.

“And this region … will 
in fact remain the great-
est threat, in my judgment, 
to our national security,” 
Miller said. 

The Middle east is ridden 
with conflict, he said. It’s a 
region where the the pursuit 
of weapons of mass destruc-
tion will continue and where 
the sources of anger against 
the U.S. run deep.

Miller’s second point was 
that the United States’ geo-
graphic location determines 
much of its foreign policy.

“We are the only great 
power in history to be sur-
rounded by non-predatory 
neighbors to our north and 
south, and fish to our east 
and west,” he said. 

The geographic loca-
tion of the U.S. determines 
its idealism, its confidence 
and its naïveté, he argued. 
Qualities such as pluralism, 
gender equality, transpar-
ency and accountability are 
possible in the U.S. only 
because of a combination 
of its secure location, its 
vast size and wealth and its 
democratic system. 

“We are big enough, 
strong enough and detached 
enough from the world that 
there is a margin of safety 
afforded to us that can drive 
… an arrogant view of the 

world, an ethnocentrism, the 
notion that our political sys-
tem can be exported abroad 
and should be,” Miller said. 
“And this, i might add, is not 
the case.”

The third observation 
that Miller shared is that 
“street cred” is important 
— and the amount that the 
U.S. has in the Middle east 
is dangerously low. 

one reason that the cred-
ibility of the U.S. is down is 
because of the way it con-
ducted the wars in iraq and 
Afghanistan, with goals that 
were not clear or defined, 
Miller said.

“The standard for victory 
was never ‘When could we 
win?’ but ‘When could we 
leave?’ ” he said. “An extrica-
tion, an act of leaving is not 
the standard and metric that 
you want to use to judge the 
foreign policy of the greatest 
nation on earth.”

Because of those two 
wars, the U.S. is not admired, 
feared or respected in the 
Middle east, he said. And it 
needs to be. 

The fourth observation 
was that the values, interests 
and policies in American for-
eign policy are, from some 
perspectives, inconsistent 
with one another. 

“That inconsistency, which 
i can defend, is less defensible 
to others,” Miller said. “We 
intercede in libya, but we 
do not intercede in Syria. We 
support an Arab Spring in 
egypt, but we do not support 
one in Saudi Arabia.” 

Though Miller himself 
would not suspend American 
military aid to egypt, that aid 
creates an inconsistency that 
makes the U.S. probably the 
most despised power in the 
country, he said.

His fifth observation was 
of the nation’s need to ad-
dress its internal threats of 
dysfunctional politics, debt, 
deficit, decaying infrastruc-
ture, a deteriorating educa-
tional system and depen-
dence on hydrocarbons. 

“Foreign policy … be-
gins at home,” Miller said. 
“i’m not arguing for isola-
tion — not by a long shot. 
i’m arguing for smart, dis-
ciplined and rigorous ap-
plication of a standard for 
American intervention.”

Miller’s sixth observa-
tion was that the U.S. and 
the Middle east need good 
leadership, people that are 
effective and that have 
moral and ethical stan-
dards for behavior.  

“We have in this coun-
try, in this region and in this 
world a leadership deficit,” he 
said. “i cannot identify one 
transformative leader of the 
193 countries that sit in the 
United nations together.” 

His final observation was 
of the importance of study-
ing history.  

“History, Twain argued 
… didn’t repeat; it rhymed,” 
he said. “Which meant that 
what you look for are not the 
exact recurrences and rep-
lications — you look for the 
rhythmic patterns.”

if the U.S. were to pay at-
tention to the rhythmic pat-
terns of history, it would be 
able to avoid what Miller 
called the “two transgres-
sions” of believing that is 
omnipotent and omniscient. 

Thousands of soldiers died 
in the iraq War, Miller said, 
because there were insuffi-
cient forces and insufficient 
knowledge of what iraqis 
wanted for themselves. 

“History teaches humil-
ity,” he said. “And humility 
and perspective for the great 
power are everything.”

Former President John F. 
Kennedy described himself 
as an idealist without illu-

sion, Miller said. And Miller 
said he can offer no better 
advice than to see the Mid-
dle east with that mindset.   

“never give up on the 
prospect [that] the world can 
be changed,” Miller said. 
“never. it’s not our right 
to give up … but as you 
go through the process of 
change and transformation, 
you must go through with it 
with your eyes wide open.”

miller 
shares seven 
observations 
on U.s. 
diplomatic 
efforts

Fredo Villaseñor | Staff Writer

A
aron David Miller has two decades of 
experience working in foreign policy 
for the Department of State. He’s also 
retired from politics now, if that helps to 
make him seem more trustworthy. 

“You take everything that you’re about to hear from 
me, and you road test it,” he told the audience. “You 
keep what makes sense to you. You argue amongst 
yourselves, with yourselves, with me, about what 
doesn’t make sense. And you discard the rest.”

We are the only great power in history 
to be surrounded by non-predatory 
neighbors to our north and south, and 
fish to our east and west.”

— aaron david miller

brian smith | staff photographer
Aaron David Miller, a former adviser to multiple secretaries of state, speaks Monday afternoon in the Hall of Philosophy.
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2013 SEASON
WOW! WEEK 9, St Elmo's One 
Bedroom Unit, 2 gate pases 
and parking. All for $3,000! Call 
Barbara @ 814-734-7734.

16 WILEY Week 9, Spacious 
3-story house near lake and 
Chi ldren's School,  6+ bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D, 
cable, wireless internet, no 
pets, no smoking, 212-369-
1220 lhunnewell@willowridge.
com

21 South Avenue 4BR 3BA 
Single Family House Available 
2013 (Wks 8,9) and 2014 sea-
son. Sleeps seven. New, exten-
sive restoration. Very spacious. 
Large porches, ful l  modern 
ameinities. No smoking. Pets 
negotiable. For showings: (650) 
464-9882, (716) 357-8184, 
v a n 7 te r@ r a h u l . n e t .  Op e n 
house Tuesday August 6th and 
Friday August 9th from 12-2pm.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
AA/ALANON  open meeting 
Hurlbut Church Parlor Sundays 
and Wednesday 12:30 p.m.     
716-581-3202

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 BOATS FOR SALE
Perfect Family Boat - like new 
22' bow rider - very low hours 
- mint condition - loaded w/
trai ler.  Rest of Season on-
grounds docking, tube, skis. 
Great way to get into the lake 
this summer. Serious buyers 
only - Richard: 216-469-7788

 CONDOS FOR RENT
 

SARASOTA CONDO .  Near 
Siesta Key. 1st floor,  2 bedrm, 
2 ba. Sleeps 6. 216-408-7832.

W E E K  8 - L O C A T I O N , 
LOCATION, LOCATION! 1 blk. 
from Amp & Bestor Plaza with 
the best  porches in  CHQ! 
Heather's Inn has 2 units open. 
Bright, modern apartments with 
WiFi, A/C. Call: 357-4804. info 
and pics at www.heathersinn.
com

 FOR SALE
 

BOOKS-BOOKS Selling out 
85,000 at $1 or $2 each! None 
higher!  Berry 's  Book Shop 
route 394 across from Camp 
Chautauqua. Daily 10-3 closed 
Monday and Tuesday. 789.5757

2 f i lm cameras:  Olympus 
35mm OM-4T + F280 flash & 6 
Olympus lenses. Mamiya medi-
u m  f o r m a t  +  2  l e n s e s . 
Reasonable. 585-905-5734 or 
flicka41@mac.com

5 - a c r e  f l e x i b l e  p a r c e l s . 
Cadenza Passage by Plumbush 
B&B, .9miles from main gate. 
Start ing $80,000. 716-483-
2430

 FOOD  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 HOUSES FOR SALE  
YEAR AROUND Vaca t i on 
HOME, North end of grounds. 
For private showing 716-969-
2621 or 716-357-3303

JEWELRY  
 
JEWELRY Elegant Essentials 
jewlery sale by Chautauquan 
Sydney Robinson. Season-
long display at 15 South sec-
ond floor 973.632.2621

 REAL ESTATE  
CHAUTAUQUA AREA REAL 
ESTATE: Office - St.Elmo #101 
Chautauqua, Ny 14722. 716-
357-3566. Toll Free 800-507-
5005. www.chautauquaarea.
com, care@chautauquaarea.
com

 REALTY  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RENTALS  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES  
 
HOW CAN I  Help?  Ai rport 
Transportat ion, Off Season 
House Si t ter,  or  any other 
errands. Availabil i ty Friday-
Monday By Appt. Reasonable 
Rates. Please call Diane at 
716-679-6281

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRAVEL  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2014 SEASON  

 
A CENTRAL location (Weeks 
6-9). 3 Root Ave. First floor, 
Modern 3 Bedroom condo, 2 
B a t h ,  W / D ,  A / C ,  W i - F i , 
Dishwasher, large wrap around 
front porch facing green area, 
near Norton Hall. $2,950/wk, 
m i n i m u m  2  w e e k s . 
757.603.2030

2014 SEASON
Adorable cozy apartment , 
ground floor, 1 bedroom gem, 
AC, cable, WiFi, W/D, full kitch-
en, recent construction and fur-
nishings, on plaza and tram 
route, level short walk to Amp. 
7 Roberts. Season/Half Season 
O N LY.  P h o t o s  a v a i l a b l e . 
Contact Frances Roberts at 
716-357-5557 or francescr@
optonline.net

Lakefront 3 bedroom, 3 bath 
townhome for rent. Pool, dock. 
Weekly, or monthly.1 mile from 
Institution. 716-512-2212

NEW 2 Bedroom 2 bathroom 
apartment. Full kitchen, W/D, 
WiFi,  pat io, avai lable 2013 
Week 9 . $1800. 716-357-0026 
rober t .bowers@si ta .aero  / 
2014 Weeks 2-6,and 8,9

NEW 3  Bedroom house . 
Beautiful open design. 2 1/2 
baths, modern ful l  k i tchen,   
dining room, laundry, A/C, great 
porches, overlooking Hall of 
Philosophy, parking. $3,500. 
2013 Week 9. 716-357-0026 
rober t .bowers@si ta .aero  / 
2014 Week 9

ST.  ELMO  - -Conven ien t l y 
located, large one bedroom 
condo with large porch. First 
floor. Fully equipped. Sleeps 
two. Two extra-long twin beds. 
Weeks 1 through 5, $11,000 
and weeks 8 and 9, $2,200 per 
week. Call 216.926.3240

View of the Lake: 3 bedroom 2 
bath condo, ground floor, A/C, 
W/D, Wi-Fi, available week 9 
and weeks 7,8,9 2014. 201-
314-7931

WEEK 1,9 Albion A, 5 South 
Terrace. Modern 2 bdrm, 2 ba, 
porch on Miller Park, Central 
A/C, W/D, WiFi. $2,200 week. 
716-357-5813 victoriasallen@
gmail.com

16 WILEY Weeks 2,3,8 ,9 . 
Spacious 3-story house near 
lake and Children's School, 6+ 
bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D, 
cable, wireless internet, no 
pets, no smoking, 212-369-
1220  Lhunnewel l@wi l low-
ridge.com

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, mod-
e rn ,  we l l  f u rn i sh ed ,  f u l l y 
equipped, huge sleeping and 
dining porch, A/C, heat, DW, 
W&D, cable,  wi f i ,  park ing, 
weeks 1,2,8. View at 42 Foster. 
jimorris@morristrust.net, (716) 
490-1659

The edith B. and Arthur 
e. earley lectureship helps 
to underwrite today’s 10:45 
a.m. morning lecture with 
Molly Williamson.

The earleys started com-
ing to Chautauqua institu-
tion in 1959 because they 
felt it was “a unique place in 
the world.” Art graduated 
from Wake forest Univer-
sity, where he later served on 
the board of visitors. He also 
received the university’s dis-
tinguished Alumni Award. 
He earned his master’s from 

the University of North Car-
olina. He was chairman and 
CeO of Meldrum & few-
smith Advertising, an inter-
national advertising agency 
headquartered in Cleveland. 
Art was a trustee of the 
Cleveland Play House and 
the Cleveland institute of 
Music. He was a director and 
an officer of the Cleveland 
County Arts Council and 
was president of the Cleve-
land Hearing & speech Cen-
ter. He devoted a great deal 
of his time to the communi-

cations industry, serving on 
several regional and national 
boards. He was involved in 
various community organi-
zations and received many 
honors throughout his ca-
reer.

edith graduated from 
duquesne University and 
earned her master’s degree at 
the University of Pittsburgh. 
she taught in the McKees-
port Area school district in 
Pennsylvania. she got mar-
ried in 1955 and then taught 
in Cleveland for two more 

years. she was active as a 
volunteer in many Cleveland 
charity organizations and 
was also a great supporter of 
Chautauqua.

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility of 
establishing an endowment to 
support the lecture program or 
another aspect of Chautauqua’s 
program, please contact Karen 
Blozie at 716-357-6244 or email 
her at kblozie@ciweb.org.

Earley Lectureship supports Williamson morning lecture

The John T. and Kather-
ine G. Bailey family fund, 
held within the Chautauqua 
foundation, sponsors to-
night’s performance of Jer-
emy davis & the fabulous 
equinox Orchestra.  

John Bailey served in the 
Coast Guard from 1944 to 
1946, graduated from Har-

vard University in 1950 and 
attended graduate school at 
Columbia University. He re-
tired as chairman of a public 
relations consulting firm in 
Cleveland and is a former ex-
ecutive at The New York Times. 
John was a member of Chau-
tauqua institution’s board of 
trustees from 1975 to 1983.

Katherine (Kay) is a grad-
uate of Wells College and 
holds a master’s degree in 
library science from Case 
Western Reserve University. 
she worked for the Rock-
efeller institute for Medical 
Research and volunteered 
for many years at the library 
of the Cleveland Museum 

of Natural History. she also 
served on the board of trust-
ees of Wells College. 

The couple and their two 
children, Ted and Mary, 
have homes on the grounds. 
The Baileys have four grand-
children.

Bailey Fund supports Equinox Orchestra performance

SportS Club Sunday Ev Ening dupliCatE br idgE
July 21, 2013

North/South
1st  Marty Seltzer / Mary Johnson 59.54%

2nd  Sol Messinger / Jean Phleger 52.60%

3rd Ellen Waldman / Sue Johnson 50.17%

East/West
1st  Saul / Shelly Zalesne  62.67%

2nd  Diane / Richard Tobias  61.75 %

3rd Vikki Howard / Tara VanDerveer 44.91%

Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
1:10 p.m. Tuesdays and 6:50 p.m. Sundays at the Sports Club. you are welcome with or without 

a partner.
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Kaitrin Mccoy
Staff Writer

The chilly evening air and 
half-empty wooden pews of 
the Amphitheater may have 
dampened the spirits of pa-
trons Monday night during 
Francis Poulenc’s Dialogues of 
the Carmelites, performed by 
students from the school of 
Music’s Voice Program and 
the Music school Festival 
Orchestra. The performers, 
though, couldn’t have asked 
for a better environment for 
the hauntingly austere pro-
duction.

The opera tells the story 
of the nuns of the carmel-
ite Order of compiègne 
— condemned to death for 
remaining in their monas-
tery against the orders of the 
French government near the 
end of the Reign of Terror.

The nuns had taken a vow 
of martyrdom, symbolizing 
their desire to save France 
from further political tur-
moil — even if it cost them 
their lives. Mother Marie, the 
sub-prioress played feelingly 
by Nicole Weigelt, led her sis-

ters in their vow. That set in 
motion their tragic downfall 
— though to the deep regret 
of Marie, she was not able to 
join them in their holy death.

Dialogues of the Carmelites, 
as stage directed by Voice 
program faculty member 
John Giampietro, is also the 
story of Blanche de la Force, 
a timid girl nicknamed “lit-
tle rabbit” by her brother. 
Blanche’s story is one of over-
coming the fear of death and 
of fear itself. Pureum Jo, por-
traying Blanche, captured the 
young woman’s ever-present 
anxiety in her body language 
and voice, which was by 
turns dreamy and intense.

Blanche joined the car-
melites against the wishes 
of her brother the chevalier, 
played with great tender-
ness by Jean-Michel Richer. 
At the monastery she meets 
sister constance, the next-
youngest nun in the mon-
astery. Leela subramaniam 

played constance with a 
delightfully girlish air that 
served as a much-needed 
foil to Blanche’s self-im-
posed misery.

The stunning singing in 
the “Ave Maria” at the end 
of Act 2 was a standout mo-
ment of the night. so was the 
Jailer’s proclamation of con-
demnation against the nuns, 
in which the audience could 
feel for the first time the 
sense of rage that drove the 
Reign of Terror.

conductor and MsFO 
music director  Timothy 
Muffitt guided the lush 
sounds of the orchestra. The 
cold weather can be blamed 
for a few flat notes in the 
brass section, but overall the 
orchestra played Poulenc’s 
music beautifully. The quick 
transitions between expres-
sive impressionist tonality 
and sacred solemnity were 
handled quite well.

There were several in-
stances of the orchestra ex-
ceeding the volume of the vo-
calists, even of those wearing 
microphones. since the sing-

ers are students with still-
growing voices, it was disap-
pointing to hear the orchestra 
push the volume in dramatic 
moments. sometimes they 
pushed too far and the sing-
ers couldn’t be heard — or 
worse, they forced the vocal-
ists to sacrifice healthy tech-
nique and over-sing.

The only disappointing 
scene of the evening was the 
death of Madame de croissy, 
the ailing Mother superior of 
the carmelites, at the end of 
Act 1. Lacey Benter valiantly 
portrayed de croissy, and she 
was impressive vocally in her 
command of the French text 
and her powerful dedication 
to expression. But Benter’s in-
terpretation of de croissy was 
too animated; she was dying 
but seemed able-bodied, even 
energetic at times.

Giampietro chose to have 
Blanche, played by Jo, also 
embody pain and agony 
across the stage. Through-
out the opera, Jo remained 
onstage in the background, 
even when Blanche wasn’t in 
the scene, to stylistically in-

terpret the inner emotional 
dialogue between Blanche 
and other characters.

it is a shame that the stage 
direction for de croissy and 
Blanche was so similar. if 
Mother superior had been 
vocally powerful but physi-
cally restrained, the silent 
writhing of Blanche would 
have informed the audience 
of de croissy’s physical and 
spiritual anguish in a man-
ner unique to Giampietro’s 
production.

Though the death scene 
in Act 1 rushed the emo-
tional climax of de croissy’s 
end, the final death scene of 
the opera was appropriately 
subtle. A haunting rendition 
of “salve Regina” sung by 
the condemned nuns slowly 
dissipated as they were led 
— one by one — to an imagi-

nary guillotine, sonically 
portrayed to great effect by 
the percussion section.

Each life was cut short 
until only a single voice re-
mained: sister constance, 
trembling at her fate. But 
Blanche returned at the pen-
ultimate moment to join her 
sister in death and martyr-
dom, validating constance’s 
prophecy that she and 
Blanche would die young to-
gether.

At the moment of 
Blanche’s end, she sound-
ed angelic and serene, and 
glowed in a halo of light. Her 
death was without fear.

Kaitrin McCoy reports on 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra  for the Daily. She is 
currently studying journalism 
and music composition at Ohio 
University. 

R E V I E W

A brave exploration of fear and death
MSFO, Voice students beautifully stage Poulenc’s haunting ‘Dialogues’

Katie Mclean | Staff PhotograPher
LEFT:  Harpist Rebecca Hung performs with the Music School Festival Orchestra during Monday evening’s performance of Dialogues of the Carmelites. RIGHT: Madame de Croissy, the ailing Mother Superior 
of the Carmelites, portrayed by Voice student Lacey Benter. 
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W
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 7

CLSC RECOGNITION DAY

OFFICIAL BIRTHDAY OF THE 
CHAUTAUQUA BIRD, TREE &  

GARDEN CLUB

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leaders: Muinuddin and 
Sharifa Norton Smith. (Islam/Sufi 
Meditation). Donation. Bring gate 
pass. Main Gate Welcome Center 
Conference Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Recognition Day 
Banner Parade. Bestor Plaza

9:00 CLSC Scientific Circle Meeting. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) “Climate Change.”  
Bob Adams. Smith Wilkes Hall

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “And Still 
Rachel Weeps.” The Rev. Daisy 
Machado, prof., Union Theological 
Seminary. Amphitheater

9:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Recognition Day 
Ceremony. Hall of Philosophy

9:30 Chautauqua Institution Trustees 
Porch Discussion. “Chautauqua’s 
Financial Planning.” Sebastian 
Baggiano, Geof Follansbee. 
Hultquist Center Porch

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. “Geoeconomic 
Factors in Diplomacy.” Molly K. 
Williamson, scholar, Middle East 
Institute. Amphitheater

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (Sponsored 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind Colonnade

12:00 Women in Ministry. Hall of 
Missions

12:00 CLSC Luncheon. (Programmed 
by the CLSC Alumni Association.) 
Alumni Hall

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

12:15 Massey Organ Mini-Concert: 
“Space & Light: The 850th Birthday 
of Notre Dame de Paris.” Jared 
Jacobsen, organist. Amphitheater

12:15 Brown Bag Lunch Talk. 
(Programmed by Everett Jewish 
Life Center.) “The American Jewish 
Community: Advocacy at Home 
and Abroad.” Ted Deutch. Everett 
Jewish Life Center.

12:30 Burning Questions: Conversations 
with APYA. (Programmed by the 
Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults.) Hall of Christ

1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:15 Language Hour: French, Spanish 
and German. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Women’s Clubhouse

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Aaron David Miller, Distinguished 
Scholar, Middle East Prog., 
Woodrow Wilson Intl. Ctr. for 
Scholars. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 (2-3:30) Student Voice Recital. 
(Benefits the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club Scholarship Fund.) McKnight 
Hall

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

3:30 (3:30-5:30) Jewish Film Festival. 
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.) “Anita.” Everett Jewish 
Life Center

3:30 Contemporary Issues Dialogue. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.)  Geoffrey Kemp. 
(Today’s dialogue is an opportunity 
to be a part of a conversation with 
one of the morning lecturers. Doors 
open at 3 p.m. Admittance is free, 
but limited to the first 50 people.) 
Women’s Clubhouse

4:00 Chautauquans in Diplomacy. 
Conversation between community 
members currently serving in 
diplomatic posts. Hall of Christ

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

4:15 Young Readers Program. Dear 
Blue Sky by Mary Sullivan. Author 
Mary Sullivan. Alumni Hall 
Ballroom 

4:15 Bat Chat. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Caroline Van Kirk Bissell. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

5:30 CLSC All Alumni Gala. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) Alumni Hall

6:00 (6-8) Brick Walk Cafe Concerts. 
Kev Rowe. Brick Walk Cafe

6:30 A Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Main Gate Welcome 
Center Conference Room (bring 
gate pass)

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

7:00 (7-7:45) Metropolitan Community 
Church Vespers Service. UCC 
Chapel

7:30 (7:30-9:30) Voice Department 
Performance.  (Benefits the 
Women’s Club Scholarship Fund.) 
McKnight Hall 

7:30 Exploring Wisdom. (Programmed 
by the Abrahamic Program for 
Young Adults.) Pastor Paul’s porch, 
across from Hurlbut Church

8:15 SPECIAL. Jeremy Davis and The 
Fabulous Equinox Orchestra: 
Mostly Mercer, Live from 
Savannah, Ga. Amphitheater

Th
THURSDAY
AUGUST 8

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leaders: Muinuddin and 
Sharifa Norton Smith. (Islam/Sufi 
Meditation). Donation. Bring gate 
pass. Main Gate Welcome Center 
Conference Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored by 
Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “God’s 
Abundance Challenges our Fears.” 
The Rev. Daisy Machado, prof., Union 
Theological Seminary. Amphitheater

9:15 Chautauqua Speaks. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club.) “The Amphitheater 
Renovation Project.” John Shedd, 
administrator of architectural and 
land use regulations, capital projects 
manager. Women’s Clubhouse  

9:15 Maimonides–A Guide to the 
Perplexed. (Programmed by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin, Alumni Hall Library

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Stuart W. Bowen Jr., 
U.S. special inspector general for 
Iraq reconstruction. Amphitheater

12:10 New Guild of Seven Seals 
Luncheon. (Programmed by the 
CLSC Alumni Committee.) Alumni 
Hall Dining Room.

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

12:15 Knitting. “Women4Women–
Knitting4Peace.” UCC Reformed 
House Porch

12:15 Brown Bag. Chautauqua Theater 
Company. Bratton Theater

12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Meditation Seminar. 
“The Alchemy of Happiness.” Sharifa 
and Muinuddin Norton Smith (Islam/
Sufi.) Donation. Hall of Missions

12:45 Chautauqua Catholic Community 
Seminar. “Is the Church Realistic 
When It Comes to Marriage?” Rev. 
David Ross, pastor, St. Rose-St. 
John Catholic Churches, Lima, OH. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:15 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Aaron David Miller, Distinguished 
Scholar, Middle East Prog., 
Woodrow Wilson Intl. Ctr. for 
Scholars. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 (2-4) Voice Program “Sing Out.” 
(School of Music.) McKnight Hall

2:00 (2–4) Boys’ and Girls’ Club Water 
Olympics. Club waterfront

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

3:30 CLSC ROUNDTABLE/LECTURE. 
Kati Marton, Paris: A Love Story. 
Hall of Philosophy

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center. 

4:15 Tree Talk. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Bruce Robinson. Burgeson 
Nature Classroom (Ravine off 
Fletcher near Girls’ Club; rain 
location Smith Wilkes Hall.) 
(Children under 12 accompanied by 
adult.)

5:00 Reception. Learn about The Israel 
Tennis Center, the largest social 
program for children in Israel. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. (Two 
rehearsals required to sing at Sunday 
worship services.) Smith Wilkes Hall

6:45 Pre-Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra Concert Lecture. Lee 
Spear. Hurlbut Church Sanctuary

6:45 PFLAG Meeting. “An Anthropologist’s 
Perspective on Homosexuality.” 
Phillip Stevens. Unitarian 
Universailist Fellowship House

7:00 Devotional Services and 
Programs. Denominational Houses

7:15 (7:15–7:45) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: Carol 
McKiernan. (Centering Prayer). 
Donation. Bring gate pass. Main Gate 
Welcome Center Conference Room

8:00 Porch Activity. (Programmed by 
the Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults.) Alumni Hall porch

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Maximiano 
Valdes, guest conductor; Richard 
Sherman, flute. Amphitheater

 • Der fliegende Holländer: Overture 
“The Flying Dutchman” 
Richard Wagner

 • Concertino for Flute and Orchestra 
(World Premiere) 
Laurence Roman 

 • Symphony No. 6, Op. 74 in B Minor 
“Pathétique” 
Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

REC-REATIONAL

katie mclean | staff photographer
Meredith Wellman takes video and pictures of Children’s School students dancing on visitation day.
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