
In addition to the three pairs of star-crossed 
lovers, The Romeo & Juliet Project will also feature 
three Tybalts, two Mercutios, two Capulets and so 
on, as this season’s intense buzz about the Bard 
comes to fruition at 8:15 p.m. Saturday in the Am-
phitheater.

The first-ever original Chautauqua inter-arts 
collaboration, the joyful headache that has had the 
various artistic departments working overtime this 
season, has led to a massive overhaul of William 

Shakespeare’s beloved tragedy, Romeo and Juliet.
The collaboration mashes together the students 

and professionals from the Institution’s various 
art programs. Chautauqua Theater Company, 
Chautauqua Opera Company,  Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra, Chautauqua Dance, North Caro-
lina Dance Theatre and the School of Music have 
all contributed, leading to three — dancing, sing-
ing and acting — versions of the famed duo.

“Instead of having one performer as a triple 
threat, which would be another way to do it … 
having the consciousness of three different pres-
ences made sense to me,” said Vivienne Benesch, 
director of The Romeo & Juliet Project and CTC ar-
tistic director. “It was a feeling of character, and 
different parts of their character being expressed 

in different forms.”
Having three sets of Romeo and Juliet is all part 

of this gigantic inter-arts experiment — one that 
the director hopes will have a lasting impact on 
the Institution.

Benesch hopes this collaboration will continue 
after the project’s single performance in the Amp; 
she hopes to eventually include the show in a fu-
ture Chautauqua season. Benesch said that too 
many people on many different levels, including 
administration, have put a great deal of effort into 
the project to not see it flourish.

But before the cast and crew can even begin 
thinking about the future of the show, they have to 
see how the amalgamation fares tonight.
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“I think everyone should 
bring a little note pad with them 
to Chautauqua,” Bishop Vashti 
Murphy McKenzie said. “I al-
ready have mine for 2013. It is 
red with onion skin paper, and 
I am looking forward to filling it 
up.” McKenzie will be the chap-
lain in residence for Week Six. 

“I keep it with me so that when ideas 
hit me I can write them down,” she said. 
“I keep ‘aha!’ moments, workshop ideas, 
preaching topics in it. I think anyone who 
comes to Chautauqua should have one for 
every year.”

MacKenzie believes Chautauqua is a 

special place, most likely be-
cause of the decades of religious 
practice and teaching that has 
taken place at the Institution.

“I discovered the first time I 
was there that the Holy Spirit is 
on the grounds,” she said.

MacKenzie described the 
Institution as a place with a 
cacophony of ideas. She is es-
pecially excited about the vast 
number of backgrounds and ex-

periences on the grounds.
“People who come to Chautauqua are 

open to receive, open to processing new 
things,” she said. “It is so different when 
people are closed.” 

Bishop McKenzie takes Amp pulpit 
as Week Six chaplain in residence

As a political scientist, David 
Kozak examines the current po-
litical climate to consider how 
things will look in the history 
books, 100 years from now.

He fears it won’t be a pretty 
picture.

“We’ll look back at these times 
as times of great frustration,” said 
Kozak, professor of public policy 
at Gannon University, referenc-
ing the partisan rancor and grid-
lock that plagues the nation’s capital. “There 
aren’t going to be many profiles in courage.”  

At the 3 p.m. Saturday Contemporary Is-
sues Forum in the Hall of Philosophy, Kozak 
returns to Chautauqua Institution for his 26th 
lecture on the grounds, providing expert 
analysis of a polarized Washington, D.C., that 

faces a historic set of challenges. 
His lecture is sponsored by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.

Kozak is director of the Insti-
tute for Policy and Leadership 
Studies at Gannon. He is a visit-
ing professor at the U.S. Military 
Academy and served as a con-
gressional fellow and program 
chair for the Center for the Study 
of the Presidency and Congress.

The past 12 months in politics, 
Kozak said, began with the most money ever 
spent on a presidential campaign. The 2012 
election also saw a return to an alignment in 
Washington that simply “doesn’t work very 
well,” with a president attempting to govern 
without a majority party.

See R&J PROJeCT, Page A4
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BrIan SmIth | Staff photographer
Crew members prepare the scenery and lights for The Romeo & Juliet Project in the Amphitheater during the early morning hours Thursday. 
Below, scenes from Wednesday’s dress rehearsal featuring Romeos in blue, Juliets in yellow and practice of a swordfight.

Chautauqua’s ‘Romeo & Juliet Project’ makes world premiere

Mckenziekozak

ill the real Romeo and Juliet  
please stand up?

Kozak provides bleak outlook for 
American politics in Saturday lecture

WeB eXCLUSIVe

approaching the big night
Daily multimedia editor Andrew  
E. Mitchell interviews Romeo & Juliet 
Project performers about director 
Vivienne Benesch, and then Benesch 
herself discusses the preparations  
for Saturday’s premiere. 

Watch at www.chqdaily.com

mark anDerSon | Chautauqua InStItutIon



Page A2 The Chautauquan Daily  Weekend Edition, July 27 & 28, 2013

n E W s

News from arouNd the grouNds

Briefly
Chautauqua Women’s Club news
• The Women’s Club offers social bridge sessions for men 
and women at 12:30 p.m. Saturday at the Clubhouse. 
• The Women’s Club invites members to the Clubhouse 
from 5 to 8 p.m. on Sundays to play Mah Jongg. 
• The Professional Women’s Network meets at 1 p.m. 
Monday in the Clubhouse. This week, Davia Temin will 
discuss “Writing Your Life on Social Media.” 
• Artists at the Market is open 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday at the 
Farmers Market. Artists and vendors bring a variety of 
unique items.
• The CWC Flea Boutique will be held 12 to 2 p.m. sun-
day behind the Colonnade. Items include clothes, jewelry, 
purses, household goods and much more. 

‘Romeo & Juliet’-themed Opera Guild Benefit Trunk Show
Sandy D’Andrade’s 11th Annual Trunk Show and Sale, 
which benefits Chautauqua Opera’s Young Artist pro-
gram, will hold a special “Romeo & Juliet Project Day” 9:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at the Main Gate Welcome Center. 
Bring your gate pass. 

Chautauqua Tennis Center news
• There will be Chautauqua team tennis from 8 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Saturday. Sign up at the Chautauqua Tennis 
Center or call 716-357-6276. 
• Tennis players are invited to “Dawn Patrol,” a doubles 
round robin tournament from 7 to 9 a.m. each weekday at 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center. Sign up the evening before 
you wish to play at 4:50 p.m. near the Farmers Market. For 
more information, call the tennis center at 716-357-6276.

CPOA outdoor lighting walk-about
The Chautauqua Property Owners Association hosts an 
outdoor lighting walk-about at 9:30 p.m. Sunday at the 
Colonnade. 

Knitting4Peace
From 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. Monday in the Hall of Missions’ 
West classroom, learn how you can join others in crafting 
hope, healing and peace. For information, contact Susan at 
303-918-4617.

Chautauqua Golf Club display
The golf club seeks vintage equipment, relics and stories 
for a display celebrating the golf club’s centennial next 
year. Items of interest are old clubs, scorecards, photos 
and stories. Items can be donated or loaned. Contact Jack 
Voelker at 716-357-6403. 

Chicken BBQ dinner
The Chautauqua Firemen Women’s Auxiliary will host a 
chicken barbecue dinner at the Chautauqua Fire Hall on 
Sunday from 11:30 a.m. until they are sold out.

Everett Jewish Life Center at Chautauqua news
 • At 3:30 p.m. Sunday, the Jewish Film Festival will contin-
ue with the showing of “Crime After Crime” at the EJLCC.
• From 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. Monday, Rabbi David Kalb will 
give a talk on “The Many Faces of Israel” at the EJLCC.

Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle alumni news
• CLSC Class of 2003 will celebrate its 10th anniversary with 
a dinner Aug. 6 at the Women’s Clubhouse. John Shedd will 
present “An Update on the Amp’s New Look.” The dinner 
will begin at 6 p.m. RSVP by July 30 by contacting Sallie 
Holder at 716-357-8297 or at slholder410@gmail.com.
•  CLSC Class of 2002 will meet at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday for 
conversation on the back terrace of the Brick Walk Cafe.
• From 9 to 10:15 a.m. Monday, reconnect with fellow 
alumni to plan your week on the porch of Alumni Hall. 

CLSC Science Group lecture
Dr. Emogene Bedrosian, an attending emergency physician, 
will present “Emergency Care Issues Resulting from Health 
Care Reform” at 9 a.m. Monday in Smith Wilkes Hall.

Chautauqua Yacht Club invitational
At 1:45 p.m. on Aug. 3, there will be an open-class invita-
tional race. There is a $10 entry fee for nonmembers of the 
Yacht Club, and the event is open to all classes of sailing 
boats. Only pre-registered boats can race. For more infor-
mation or to register, contact Sam Levine at 716-357-2300 
or at samsonlevine@comcast.net. 
Teenage volunteer opportunities
Want to help out? Have some free time during the day? 
Chautauqua community members seeking to network 
teenagers for volunteer opportunities on the grounds. Re-
sponsible teens or their parents should call Susie Kuhn at 
813-416-9455.

Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends news
• The Friends invite Chautauquans to a lemonade social 
at Alumni Hall at 4:30 p.m. Sunday following the 3:30 p.m. 
Writers’ Center writers-in-residence reading. 
• At 5 p.m. every Sunday, the Friends hold an open mic 
session in the Alumni Hall Ballroom. Read your own 
prose or poetry to a receptive audience. 

Friends of Chautauqua Theater discussion
From 12:45 to 2 p.m. on Sunday, Mark Altschuler and 
Cheryl Gorelick will discuss the play Clybourne Park in 
room 101 at the Hultquist Center.

‘Keeping Hope Alive’ book presentation
Author Sarah Robbins will discuss her book Keeping Hope 
Alive: One Woman, 90,000 Lives Changed — about Dr. Hawa 
Abdi, a 2011 Chautauqua lecture participant — at 2 p.m. 
Aug. 2 in Smith Memorial Library’s second-floor classroom.

Week Six at Chautauqua 
examines the U.S. crimi-
nal justice system — what 
works, what doesn’t, how 
effective it is and how it 
compares to others around 
the world — with lectures 
on the theme “Crime and 
Punishment.”

Monday starts off the 
week with an examination 
of depictions of “crime and 
punishment” in the arts, be-
ginning at 10:45 a.m. in the 
Amphitheater when Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the 
U.S. Supreme Court com-
bines her two passions in a 
special lecture on portrayal 
of the law in opera. David 
Simon, award-winning cre-
ator of the HBO series “The 
Wire” and “Treme,” fol-
lows at 8:15 p.m. in the Amp 
with a special lecture on law 
and order as interpreted on 
television, particularly his 
shows, and general.

Continuing on the 10:45 
a.m. Amphitheater platform 
on Tuesday is former Virgin-
ia Law dean John C. Jeffries 
Jr., who will provide a philo-
sophical and historical intro-
duction to criminology and 
criminal justice on Tuesday. 
On Wednesday, Nina Mor-
rison, senior staff attorney 
at the Innocence Project, will 
speak on her organization’s 

work to exonerate the in-
nocent and reform a system 
responsible for many unjust 
imprisonments.

Wes Moore will review 
race and the U.S. criminal 
justice system, based on ex-
periences of his youth and 
research for his book, The 
Other Wes Moore, on Thurs-
day. Retired federal judge 
Nancy Gertner, now profes-
sor of practice at Harvard 
Law School, closes the week 
on Friday with remarks on 
sentencing law.

Week Six’s Interfaith Lec-
tures focus on the theme 
“Restorative Justice.” Re-
storative justice is a theory 
of justice that emphasizes 
repairing the harm caused 
by criminal behavior to the 
community as well as to 
the victim.

Carolyn Boyes-Watson, 
professor of sociology at Suf-
folk University and found-

ing director of the Center for 
Restorative Justice at Suffolk 
University, kicks off the In-
terfaith Lectures on Monday. 
Jacques Verduin, founding 
director of the Insight Prison 
Project (IPP), a non-profit 
that since 1997 pioneers in-
novative in-prison reha-
bilitation programs in San 
Quentin, Calif., will present 
on Tuesday.

A longtime leader in the 
restorative justice move-
ment, Kay Pranis will de-
liver Wednesday’s address. 
Pranis is involved in devel-
oping the use of peacemak-
ing circles in public, private 
and faith organizations. 
Fr. Gregory Boyle, found-

er and executive director 
of the Los Angeles-based 
Homeboy Industries, will 
speak on Thursday on the 
importance of adult atten-
tion, guidance and uncon-
ditional love in preventing 
youth from joining gangs.

Finally, on Friday, Bruce 
Western, professor of so-
ciology at Harvard Uni-
versity and a member of 
the faculty at the Harvard 
Kennedy School of Govern-
ment, will speak on his re-
search in the field of social 
stratification and inequal-
ity, political sociology and 
statistical methods. He is 
the author of Punishment 
and Inequality in America.

s i x
Crime and 
Punishment

Week Six weighs U.S. criminal justice system

The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 
Corporation will be held 10 a.m., Saturday, Aug. 10, 
2013, at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, 
Chautauqua, New York.

The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 
Foundation, Inc. will be held at 9 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 
17, 2013 in McKnight Hall for the purpose of electing 
directors and transacting such other business as may 
properly come before the meeting. 

FOUNDATION NOTICE 

CORPORATION NOTICE 

Scooter Parking
New in 2013 is a designated scooter parking area outside the 
Amphitheater, located adjacent to the Gazebo at the northwest 
gate. Patrons who are able to access bench seating without the 
assistance of scooters should park in this area rather than inside 
the Amphitheater gates to help improve accessibility for others.

   » on the grounds
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At 2:30 p.m. sunday, 
Rolling Hills Radio will in-
ject the Amphitheater air 
with a shot of grassroots 
Americana, blending the 
art rock of 10,000 Maniacs 
with the sweetly moving, 
ukulele-backed poignancy 
of Cammy Enaharo and the 
hard-driving sincerity of 
bluesman John Latini.

Rolling Hills Radio is a 
live music and radio broad-
cast concert series, featuring 
musical performances, inter-
views and commentary.

since sunday’s perfor-
mance is the finale of Rolling 
Hills Radio’s third season, 
the program will be pulling 
out all the stops. In addition 
to the three musical perfor-
mances, entertainer Gary 
Peters Jr. will perform a hu-
mor set and host Ken Hard-
ley will interview the artists 
about their histories and in-
spirations. The afternoon’s 
program will culminate in a 
musical grand finale, which 
will combine the talents of all 
the afternoon’s artists.

Hardley, who is himself a 

musician, will kick off the af-
ternoon by playing an intro-
ductory song. He’ll also serve 
as facilitator throughout the 
afternoon’s performances.

Hardley created the 
Rolling Hills Radio pro-
gram three years ago in 
collaboration with Dennis 
Drew. Drew is keyboard-
ist for the 10,000 Maniacs 
as well as the general man-
ager of WRFA-LP, a non-
profit radio station based 
in Jamestown, n.Y.

Hardley said it’s difficult 
to gauge the program’s level 
of success based on a tradi-
tional model, because he isn’t 
interested in selling Roll-
ing Hills Radio to the main-
stream media or in being 
consistent with some sort of 
corporate agenda.

“Rolling Hills Radio is 
interested in what it is that 
makes the music live,” Hard-
ley said. “And we like to talk 
to the artists about that, as 
well as recognize what it is 
that they’re passionate about. 
We represent and try to dis-
play and try to celebrate the 
spirit of creativity.”

But he also said that more 

and more people are talk-
ing about the program, that 
tickets are selling out more 
quickly all the time and that 
higher-profile artists have 
contacted him about collabo-
rating with the program.

Drew has been pleased 
with how well Hardley has 
handled Rolling Hills Radio.

“[Hardley] has done a fan-
tastic job with the program,” 
Drew said. “The hallmark of 
his program has become his 
ability to book really talent-
ed people.

“Cammy [Enaharo] is a 
young woman who plays 
ukulele and just sings fan-

tastically,” Drew contin-
ued. “You’ve never heard 
anything like her. noth-
ing. And John Latini is one 
of those great blues guitar 
players and singers that 
just makes your jaw drop at 
times.”

Enaharo and Latini have 
been superstars on the show 
in the past, Hardley said, 
and their acts lend them-
selves to the Rolling Hills 
Radio format.

“And they both have new 
music coming out, so it’s re-
ally a nice opportunity for us 
to hear something that’s com-
ing out before anyone else 

can hear it,” Hardley said.
While this is the first time 

Enaharo, Latini and Rolling 
Hills Radio will visit the In-
stitution, Drew and the 10,000 
Maniacs have been playing 
at Chautauqua for almost 30 
years. Drew recalls jamming 
for the old College Club at the 
Miller Bell Tower, shooting 
the video for the band’s song 
“Trouble Me” on the grounds 
back in 1989 and debuting in 
the Amp in July 1993.

At sunday’s perfor-
mance, the 10,000 Maniacs 
will play music from their 
latest album, “Music from 
the Motion Picture,” but 
they’ll also draw on the 
nostalgic appeal of classic 
favorites. The 10,000 Ma-
niacs don’t play locally of-
ten, but for the Chautauqua 
show, the group has added 
a horn section to its lineup 
and will bring along sever-
al of the artists who helped 
collaborate on the new al-
bum, such as guitarist John 
Merino.

“We should have 10 
people onstage at certain 
points,” Drew said, “so it’ll 
be a lot of fun.”

Drew said he’s especially 
looking forward to bringing 
this performance to Chau-
tauqua because he thinks 
the style of the artists will 
gel well with the Institution’s 
audience.

“I think people at Chau-
tauqua ask questions and are 
interested in new ideas and 
new things, but they’re also 
traditional,” Drew said. “And 
so Cammy Enaharo, you’ve 
never seen anything like her 
before. 10,000 Maniacs, a lot 
of our songs don’t speak to 
the least-common denomina-
tor  — we’ve got songs about 
painters and bullfighters and 
Jack Kerouac. But then Latini 
is a very traditional singer-
songwriter. I think we’ve got 
a nice blend there.”

Hardley is eager about 
performing at the Institution 
for similar reasons.

“We’re very much looking 
forward to playing at Chau-
tauqua,” he said. “Chautau-
qua is about as American as 
it gets, and it’s just the perfect 
match for our radio show.”

Chad M. WeisMan
Staff Writer

If children needed any ad-
ditional instruction on the 
subject of happiness, this 
week’s theme certainly pro-
vided it for them. Throughout 
the week, the students at the 
Children’s school were asked 
to “fill in the blank” for Week 
Five: “Happiness is…”

The 3s were happy in the 
Red Room and the Green 
Room all week long as teach-
ers Kathie szabo, sandi 
Holden, Emma Conover and 
Kelly Fox (Red), and JoAnn 
Borg, Carolyn Alexander and 
Laura Vasisko (Green) helped 
them make “Mr. sun Masks” 
and “Rags the Dog” art proj-
ects. They decorated ballet 
slippers and traced each oth-
ers’ bodies on paper.

The teachers in the Red and 
Green rooms read the follow-
ing stories: A Color of His Own, 
The Peace Book, Color Dance, My 
Ballet Class, The Foot Book and 
The Feel Good Book.

The 4s invented their own 
“Happy Dances” in the Purple 
Room with Tina Jeffe, Katie 
stecker, Courtney shideler 
and Ben Rosen. In the Orange 
Room, teachers Megan Ott-
away, Abbie Milliman, Gusty 
Mead and Annika Borg-sund-
strom did the same. In both 
rooms, the 4s played with 
“flubber,” “oobleck,” bubbles 
and bubble wrap.

In the Purple and Orange 
Rooms, the 4s wrote books 
called “Happiness Is…” in 
which they talked about the 
ways in which they pursue 
happiness. They also read 
the books Chicka, Chicka 1,2,3, 
Angelina Ballerina, and Curi-
ous George.

The 5s also shared what 
makes them happy with 
their teachers in the Blue 
Room (John Denton, Amber 
Lindstrom, Tomasina Lam-
per and suzanne Piper) and 

in the Yellow Room (Bobbi 
savage, Kate Zarou, Clarissa 
savage and James Luker).

In the Blue and Yellow 
Rooms, the 5s cooked, made 
mind-maps and danced to 
music. They also played 
outside to their hearts’ con-
tent. The kids in the Yellow 
room played and painted 
with bubble wrap, hosted 
a “Loco-Motion Extrava-
ganza,” shared stories about 
their families, cooked and 
tasted different foods and, of 
course, answered the week’s 
question: “Happiness Is…”

Music specialist Laura 
Giberson treated the chil-
dren to happy songs such as 
“Love Grows,” “The Rainbow 
Connection” and “If You’re 
Happy and You Know It.” 
Through these activities, the 
children learned a variety of 
joyous life skills that will as-
sist them in years to come.

Happiness is Children’s School’s Week Five activity

Proposed Amp 

model on display

A scale model of the proposed 
Amphitheater Rehabilitation 
Project has been installed at 
Smith Memorial Library for 
public review and comments 
during the 2013 Season. 

To collect input by the 
Chautauqua community, 
comment cards are available in 
Smith Memorial Library. Further 
comments can be e-mailed to  
amp@ciweb.org. 

Institution staff familiar with 
the project will be on hand 
throughout the season to 
discuss the model and answer 
any questions from noon to 
1:30 p.m. weekdays.

Answers to frequently asked 
questions regarding the project 
are now available at the library 
and online at www.ciweb.org/
amp-faq.

BRIAN SMITH | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Chautauqua Fire Chief Mark Powers teaches students at 
Children’s School to crawl in smoky areas on July 18. 

10,000 MANIAcS

Rolling Hills Radio brings grassroots Americana to Chautauqua 
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“This has been the most 
terrifying thing I’ve ever 
taken on,” Benesch said. “I 
know already, no matter 
what happens tonight, what 
has happened this past year 
in creating this piece has 
been one of the most stimu-
lating and challenging artis-
tic experiences, bar none. It 
is about the process and the 
event. What we get out of to-
day is the excitement of see-
ing something that no one 
has seen before.”

The leap she is talking 
about involves how The Ro-
meo & Juliet Project has come 
together. For Benesch, who 
described this vamped-up 
version as a “greatest hits” of 
Shakespeare’s work, part of 
the challenge — and delight 
— was fi guring out what to 
cut from the text, and at the 
same time, what to include 
from other Romeo and Juliet-
infl uenced art forms. 

While editing Shake-
speare’s lengthy text, Benesch 
and the rest of the team had 
to focus on what the story 
was truly about: love. Benesch 
admits that it was artistically 
scarring to cut some of the 
characters and iconic mo-
ments from the play; however, 
many of the omissions have 
been replaced with sequences 
necessary for the production’s 
various art forms.

For instance, Mercutio’s 
infamous “Queen Mab” 
speech has been verbally cut 
from the show; it will be re-
placed by Charles-François 
Gounod’s “Queen Mab” 
aria, from his opera Roméo 
et Juliette. Every choice was 
meant to help distill the sto-
ry to its basic foundation.

“I think that the essence 
of Romeo and Juliet is still 
very full and very there [in 
the production],” said Brian 
Smolin, the CTC conserva-
tory actor who is playing Ro-
meo. “It’s just that the things 
the story is couched in have 
been changed to something 
else equally amazing. I think 
love is such a gigantic emo-
tion that has been the basis 
of nearly all art ever.”

It’s these fundamental 
roots of the story that helped 
Benesch decide what scenes 
needed to remain within 
the work. She said that there 

were certain moments in the 
show that demanded the 
three pairs of performers to 
show their skills, such as the 
cherished balcony scene.

The balcony scene will 
host the three couplings of 
the young lovers, as that 
moment of the show has 
proved to be a perfect place 
to include all three art forms 
— opera, dance and acting. 
Juliet runs off  the stage twice 
to speak to her nurse, and 
each time she returns, it will 
be a new Juliet taking the au-

dience through a similar in-
terpretation of the scene.

As the actors have gone 
through this process, it has 
become a special experience 
to work with two other per-
formers playing the same role.

“For me, it just really helps 
that I’m not going through it 
alone,” said Arielle Goldman, 
the CTC conservatory actress 
playing Juliet. “It just has en-
couraged everyone to dive in 
and experiment and risk and 
try your biggest and boldest, 
because everyone else is and 

we’re all in it together doing 
it at the same time.”

Benesch said that has been 
another one of the greatest 
joys of putting this project 
together. She enjoyed watch-
ing everyone learn from each 
other and hoped that the au-
dience will learn just as much. 
She wants people to enjoy 
familiarizing themselves 
with other interpretations of 
Shakespeare’s work, includ-
ing ballet, opera and even 
more modernized versions 
(the project includes a tip of 
the hat to Leonard Bernstein).

“This is a story that has 
been told again and again 
because it’s demanded to be 
told again and again,” Smo-
lin said. “It’s that big and 
that beautiful and that leg-
endary. And, this produc-
tion is the closest to as big as 
the story is. I don’t know if 
you can ever get as big as the 
story, but this is the closest 
I’ve seen.”

R&J PROJECT
FROM PAGE A1

KOZAK
FROM PAGE A1

McKENZIE
FROM PAGE A1

Audience invited to share opinions on inter-arts project
On Saturday night, Chautauqua Institution presents The Romeo & Juliet Project in the 
Amphitheater. While a one-night-only event, the project is the culmination of a year-long 
collaboration among artistic leadership in theater, symphony, dance, opera and the School of 
Music, and the fi rst in a three-year commitment to such inter-arts work. 
With that in mind, Chautauqua is inviting audience members to share their thoughts on The 
Romeo & Juliet Project following Saturday’s performance.  

• Chautauqua Institution staff will be on the Hultquist Center porch on Saturday night 
immediately following the performance to tape brief interviews with audience members. 
Participants will receive special Romeo & Juliet Project merchandise. 

• Audience members are also encouraged to share their thoughts on The Romeo & Juliet 
Project by completing an online survey at chqinterarts.com. The survey is designed to gather 
input from Chautauquans on several factors of the production that will help artistic directors, 
performers and Institution staff move forward with plans for the 2014 inter-arts collaboration.

• Share your thoughts on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram during intermission and 
following the performance. Use the hashtag #rjproject and share your favorite moments 
of the evening. The Chautauquan Daily will share the community’s story at 
http://storify.com/chqdaily. 

It just has encouraged everyone to dive 
in and experiment and risk and try your 
biggest and boldest, because everyone 
else is and we’re all in it together doing 
it at the same time.” — ARIELLE GOLDMAN

Chautauqua Theater Company 
conservatory actress playing Juliet

The Obama administra-
tion, hoping to recover from 
a trifecta of headline-mak-
ing issues — the aftermath 
of the attack on a CIA out-
post in Benghazi, revelations 
of warrantless surveillance 
by the NSA and IRS inves-
tigations targeting conser-
vative groups — faces what 
every re-elected president 

has faced since the end of 
World War II: the second-
term blues.

“They start playing to his-
tory, and many people write 
them off  as lame ducks,” Ko-
zak said. “They just aren’t 
able to move their agenda.”

But there is plenty of 
blame to go around.  

“There’s a civil war go-
ing on in both houses and in 
both parties,” Kozak said. 

He pointed to the Sen-
ate, insisting that the coun-

try must return to electing 
a Senate that can put aside 
the party lines and do what 
is necessary to make Wash-
ington work.

Instead, “what we’re do-
ing right now is electing sen-
ators based on their House 
performance,” he said. Mod-
erates are an endangered 
species.

“They do exist, and their 
motivations are pretty admi-
rable,” he said. “But those who 
do it, do it at their own peril.”

But Kozak does see glim-
mers of hope: some cities and 
states where governors and 
state legislatures are work-
ing together. He references 
Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) 
and Sen. Pat Toomey (R-Pa.) 
as two politicians who have 
made such eff orts to seek 
common ground.

If Washington can “get a 
taste of success” with such 
bipartisanship, it may help 
break the gridlock, Kozak 
said.

“As [theologian] Peter 
Gomes said, they come to wor-
ship expecting to be affi  rmed 
and confi rmed,” she said.

“But Jesus was actually 
very confrontational,” she 
continued. “Chautauquans 
are willing to be affi  rmed, 
challenged and confronted, 
and to sample all the oth-
er delights that are there. 
People in the congregation 
wrestle with the message 
and see what God says 
about it — that is a joy. Then 
they come back the next 
day to wrestle some more.”

McKenzie has served 
three diff erent episco-
pal districts of the Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in Tennessee and 
Kentucky, Southern Africa 
and Texas. 

The African district cov-
ered four diff erent coun-
tries, two with constitution-
al monarchy governments 
and one with an absolute 
monarchy.

“There was poverty be-
yond what we in the United 
States think of as poverty,” 
she said of her time there. 
“Our poverty would be 
considered well off .”

She quoted the Rev. Sam-
uel DeWitt Proctor: “The 
scenery changes, but the 
human condition remains 
the same.”

“Whether you live near 
the Indian Ocean or in the 
Kalahari [Desert],” McK-
enzie said, “in the Smoky 
Mountains or El Paso, peo-
ple are hurting. They need 

relief and help in a crisis. 
We have to mobilize people 
to respond.”

One of her greatest joys 
as a bishop is watching the 
light come on in people, to 
see them transformed.

“You give them an op-
portunity to lead, and they 
say, ‘Who, me?’ I say, ‘Yes, 
you can do that,’ and then 
watch them go, scared to 
death, and see the light 
come on,” she said. “I love 
to watch when people give 
their hearts to the Lord and 
see what happens to their 
family and friends.”

McKenzie was the fi rst 
woman to be elevated to 
bishop in the church’s 200-
year history. She currently 
serves as the bishop of the 
10th Episcopal District, 
which covers the state of 
Texas. She was appointed 
to serve on the President’s 
Advisory Council on Faith-
based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships in 2009. She 
serves on the board of trust-
ees for Paul Quinn College 
and is also on the board 
of trustees for the Interde-
nominational Theological 
Center in Atlanta.

McKenzie has written 
four books. The fi rst two 
address concern for the 
leadership and professional 
growth of women. The third 
helps women seek new di-
rections for personal growth 
and transformation by fol-
lowing the footsteps of the 
Samaritan woman, and her 
latest book, Swapping House-
wives, shares the 21st-centu-
ry implications of married 
and unmarried love.

Chautauqua arts directors Jay Lesenger, Oliver Dow, Timothy Muf� tt, Vivienne Benesch and Andrew 
Borba participate in a Romeo & Juliet Project roundtable event Thursday at Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.
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From the President

“Two households, both alike in dignity
In fair Verona, where we lay our scene,
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,
Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.”

So begins Saturday evening’s production of The 
Romeo & Juliet Project, a combined eff ort of the per-
forming arts departments of Chautauqua Institu-

tion. Three pairs of Romeos and Juliets — actors, singers 
and dancers — will meet on the Amphitheater stage, 
underscored by the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra 
performing a piece by Prokofi ev.

What follows is a telling of this great story through 
every artistic lens of this Institution. In total, 92 perform-
ers from dance, voice, opera, a jazz band from the MSFO, 
equity actors and student actors will join with the CSO. 
The undertaking is massive. The production is original 
and authentically Chautauqua. Indeed, I would argue 
ours is the only community of artists with the breadth 
and depth and creative energy to conceive and mount 
such a work. 

Saturday night’s performance is meant to illuminate 
the extraordinary investment Chautauqua makes in the 
development of art and artists. We make this investment 
because we think art and artists are essential to a civil, 
creative society. We believe art and artists are crucial to 
the Institution’s intended mission of exploring the best in 
human values and the enrichment of life.

Think for a moment about the complexities within 
this artistic collaboration. Vivienne Benesch, the artistic 
leader of the Chautauqua Theater Company, has given 
visionary leadership to the development of the project. 
She worked during the fall and spring with Jay Lesen-
ger, Oliver Dow, Tim Muffi  tt, Jean-Pierre Bonnefoux, 
Don St. Pierre, Marlena Malas and others to complete 
the script, musical selections (the orchestra will perform 
40 selections), and the transitions of dance, voice and 
script. Since arriving at the Institution these artists have 
struggled for the time to rehearse and assemble the piece. 
Their generosity with one another through the stress of 
such coordination is a testimony to their professionalism, 
mutual respect and the sense that they are involved in 
something unique and memorable.

We were able to do this project thanks to the generos-
ity and faith of a small group of donors: Cathy Bonner, 
Pete and Holly Sullivan, Wendy and Ed Cohen, Carolyn 
and Bill Byham, Cindy and Francis Letro, and the Jerome 
M. Kobacker Fund.

I think it’s also important to think about the lessons 
of this remarkable story. We are a community of ideas, 
beginning Monday a week on the subject of “Crime and 
Punishment.” On Saturday night, the Friar will close the 
story with these lines, 

“A gloomy peace this morning with it brings;
The sun, for sorrow, will not show its head:
For never was a story of more woe
Than this of Juliet and her Romeo.”
Shakespeare wrote those words refl ecting on the hu-

man affl  iction to divide into tribes over wrongs felt or 
perceived and to drive those divisions to tragic impact on 
children — in this case, young lovers. There are Capulets 
and Montagues among us today in red and blue states 
and across the chasm of race and class.

We invest in art and artists to bring light to the dark-
ness of this woe.

Welcome to Chautauqua Institution. Have more care to 
stay than will to go.

LORI HUMPHREYS
Staff Writer

Let’s be candid. How Chau-
tauqua Institution will lasso 
“The American West,” the 
theme for 2014’s Week Five, 
is, from the vantage of this 
season’s fi fth week, a work in 
progress. But this sprawling 
theme — which will pursue 
the nation’s artistic, cultural, 
political and economic gains 
from Westward expansion — 
presents many possibilities. 

There are some questions 
that the theme instantly sug-
gests. Is the American West a 
geography, a culture, a history 
of the translation of Manifest 
Destiny? Is it a metaphor for 
American energy, individual-
ism, its exploring spirit? 

The grandfather in John 
Steinbeck’s short story 
“Leader of the People” calls it 
“Westering.” But is he correct 

when he tells his grandson 
that “Westering has died out 
of the people”?

One thing the Institution’s 
programming for the week 
might consider is, what are 
the precise physical boundar-
ies of the American West? Al-
though a common response is 
“every state west of the Mis-
sissippi,” there may be a more 
limited defi nition.

No matter the boundaries, 
this distinct region retains the 
image of a land of possibility. 
Its icons through history in-
clude Buff alo Bill, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Geronimo, Ron-
ald Reagan, the cowboy and, 
most recently, Bill Gates. Art-
ists Frederic Remington and 
Ansel Adams, novelists Zane 
Gray and John Steinbeck, 
movie director John Ford and 
Aaron Copland’s ballet “Ro-
deo” have each left an imprint 
on the American conscious-

ness. And don’t forget about 
the West’s contribution to the 
American music library: the 
cowboy ballads “My Darling 
Clementine” and “Home on 
the Range,” among others.

Sherra Babcock, Institution 
vice president and Emily and 
Richard Smucker Chair for 
Education, said that the week 
is inspired partly by the 200th 
anniversary of the publica-
tion of the offi  cial journal of 
the Lewis and Clark expedi-
tion.

“The week will defi nitely 
include a discussion of the 
American Indian,” she said.

Andrew Borba, Chau-
tauqua Theater Company’s 
associate artistic director, 
compared the creation of 
Saturday night’s The Romeo 
& Juliet Project to Lewis and 
Clark’s famous journey. 

Next summer’s inter-arts 
collaobration, conceived and 

directed by Borba, will ex-
plore the theme of the Ameri-
can West and premiere at the 
end of Week Five.

“We are in uncharted ter-
ritory, like Lewis and Clark 
when they saw the Rockies,” 
he said. “Among other ideas, 
we are considering the com-
mission of a musical piece [for 
next season’s Week Five]. The 
evening will be an original 
production, like The Romeo & 
Juliet Project, which can only 
be done here.” 

Borba considered the pos-
sibility that “Westering has 
died out of the people.”

“That may be true in a way, 
he said, “but I don’t think so.”

Interestingly, Silicon Val-
ley, Apple and Microsoft 
are all located at the edge of 
the American West. Perhaps 
“Westering” has not died out; 
perhaps it has just taken on a 
new form.

NIKKI LANKA
Staff Writer

Attempts by Egyptian 
citizens to overthrow their 
government and build up 
democracy have prompted a 
look back in history at nations 
that have done the same.

In Week Four of the 2014 
Season, Chautauquans will 
use Egypt as a case study to 
discuss the formation of de-
mocracy and the role of citi-
zenship in the 21st century.

The week will not try to 
conclude that the revolution 
in Egypt will turn out ex-
actly as the American Revo-

lution did. Rather, it will 
explore the complexities of 
developing governments 
and citizenship, explained 
Sherra Babcock, Institution 
vice president and Emily 
and Richard Smucker Chair 
for Education.  

“What we all know — but 
is surprising to us any time 
we hear it — is that we didn’t 
have a revolution and then 
suddenly [have] a democra-
cy,” Babcock said. 

The week will be in part-
nership with the Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation. 
The Institution and Colonial 

Williamsburg will also collab-
orate on the same topic during 
a conference in February.

Gordon Wood, renowned 
Revolutionary historian, is the 
only confi rmed speaker at this 
point for next season’s Week 
Four. Babcock predicts other 
lecturers will include Egyp-
tians involved with the forma-
tion of the Egyptian govern-
ment and possibly also some 
American commentators.

Because of the many el-
ements at work in Egypt, 
Babcock also plans on panel 
discussions. Military consid-
erations, women’s rights, the 

economy and religious diff er-
ences play vital roles in the 
process of Egypt’s revolution.

“There may be other kinds 
of governments that work as 
long as the citizens are doing 
what citizenship implies,” 
she said.

But much of the discus-
sion can’t yet be predicted. 
The theme was set prior to 
the July 3 overthrowing of 
Mohamed Morsi, Egypt’s 
former president who had 
been democratically elected.

“Who knows what’s going 
to happen between now and 
next summer?” Babcock said.

Week Five 2014 prospects American West

Democracy, citizenship on tap for Week Four 2014

GREG FUNKA | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
First prize winner Alvin Zhu and runner-up Adam Rothenberg are all smiles after the Chautauqua Piano Competition � nal held Thursday 
in Fletcher Music Hall.

GRAND PIANISTS
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CorrespondenCe from our readers

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor:

Last time i heard michael Sandel in Chautauqua he did the 
same “students pay for performance.” this year’s twist was 
that he queried the audience and created a two-person dia-
logue, thusly capturing the crowd, creating entertainment. it 
was a set-up for a crowd that has a unified sense of values re-
garding education — but not allowed to ponder the depth of 
the problem. He received the expected reaction, same as last 
time at Chautauqua, probably representing 99.9 percent of 
the audience; initially including mine. the query made to the 
audience at Chautauqua (like so many theatrical events-for 
the moment) truly needs deep thought. I believe his charis-
matic presentation belittled and trivialized the involved and 
challenging thought that must go into solving this problem. 
Excellent showmanship but not insightful. 

The national concern regarding education for disadvan-
taged students has long been an issue. the woman’s sim-
plistic response skirted the obvious truth — the targeted 
students’ lives are such that getting the next meal, dodging 
gang members’ bullets, or getting enough sleep is their main 
objective; there is no example or understanding of the value 
of education. Children who achieve are ridiculed. Seeing the 
results of scholarly achievement is not part of their life. 

Perhaps we must “incentivize” parents along with students; 
reward parents as well as the students who have the highest 
grades. Explain the game, set the reward at the beginning of 
the year. Parents, having a stake in the result, might become 
involved. People understand competition. Pavlovian games 
have worked with other animals, why not Homo sapiens?

I was introduced to an evening program for literacy, adults 
and children together. this wonderful program educated immi-
grants and drop-outs, like the old Chicago Settlement Houses.

Summing up, Dr. Sandel’s clever presentation trivializes 
the problems of the underclass, the unknown concept of the 
value of education either for economic or intrinsic reasons. It 
is unfortunate that he doesn’t use his extraordinary talents 
to develop productive answers to the question he so glibly 
threw to Chautauqua’s audience. 

Louise B. Albert
Chautauqua, N.Y. 

Dear Editor:

the intellectual discussion of the pursuit of happiness was 
so erudite, academic, but it lacked any mention of the unut-
terable lack of happiness, the pain and suffering of those in 
slavery. Learned scholars and even a Supreme Court justice 
skirted around the elephant in the room. Was it easier to re-
volt against the king than to challenge one's culture of slav-
ery? there was no mention of the injustice or of the racism 
that continues even today. No sense of empathy or compas-
sion. Such silence permits continuing dehumanization.

this saddens me. the lack of a passion for justice for oth-
ers, of any call for transformation in our culture, seems to 
me, to make Chautauqua erudite and academic, yes, but a 
timid force and a dim light for the future. Chautauqua is bet-
ter than this.

The Rev. Robert Close
Paul Manor

Dear Editor:

thursday, in celebration of the naming of Britons’ most re-
cent Prince George, my Roman Catholic friend Jo Anne and i 
arranged for the appropriate Hymn 66 (line 3 Hymnal 1982) 
“born a child and yet a king” to be played and sung in the 
Episcopal Chapel at the Catholic Service.

Walter McIntosh

Dear Editor:

Halfway through the season, my wife and I have almost 
nothing but praise for the programs, speakers, the grounds 
and the staff of the Institution. It has really been a lovely ex-
perience time thus far …

… except for the diesel-powered guided-tour buses that 
pollute the air with fumes and noise, especially when they 
have to stop in one place for a period of time. My wife and I 
were out for a walk on Saturday and had the very unpleasant 
experience of wanting to go where a tour bus was going and 
since it goes about the same speed that we do walking, we 
were afflicted with noise and fumes until we finally stopped 
and let the van pull away. (This was after waiting in line for 
coffee and the bus stopped and idled nearby for what seemed 
like a very long time.)

Perhaps in the future the Institution will have electric or 
propane-powered vehicles traversing the grounds. 

Dave Ferguson 
17 Simpson

Dear Editor:

Do you know what it feels like to lose your gate pass? ut-
ter desolation and despair. Somewhere between m27 in the 
South Lot and 49 miller, my ticket to Paradise disappeared. 
Woe is me, oh wretchedness, oh sorrow, oh what shall i do? 
Part with 10 bucks for a new one? Seems like a simple solu-
tion, but 10 bucks is 10 bucks. So, retrace the path, several 
times, in 90-degree heat. Back and forth. Back and forth. no 
gate pass. Finally, to the gatehouse. there i got a two-hour 
house pass from a sympathetic young lady who had over-
heard my dilemma. As i walked in, Betty greeted me with a 
broad smile and told me to go look in the cabinet where we 
usually kept our passes. there it was! it had slipped out of 
my pocket and slid down between the cushions on our love 
seat.

 oh joy! oh happiness! Paradise regained!
A big thank you to all the folks who helped — the police, 

who looked in the locked lost and found box, the cheerful 
gate guard who let me go to the Welcome Center, the efficient 
helper there who gave me the house pass, and everyone I 
passed in the parking lot, asking if they had found it. now 
i won’t miss the orchestra rehearsal and free lunch. i can go 
with a clean conscience. Cheers to all. 

 
 the (usually) old Curmudgeon,

Bud Horne 
49 Miller Ave

Dear Editor:

I just attended Alexander Gavrylyuk’s wonderful [July 17] 
recital  and I am appalled at the behavior of some members 
of the audience.

1. From the second row, one patron sat with her bare feet 
on top of the first row, showing the bottom of her feet 
to our artist.

2. our new Chautauqua audience doesn’t understand 
that the brief moments at the end of the piece are magic 
and sacred, and you should not start to clap before that 
magic moment has expired.

3. When photography is requested to be prohibited, that 
request should be respectfully obeyed or an usher 
should remove the camera.

4. It is also time to review the Chautauqua seat-saving 
rules for some of the new people.

 James A. Peterson
 Mendota Heights, Minn.

Dear Editor:

this letter is about Herb and Barbara Keyser. Herb is 
among other things, a physician, author, entertainer, chef 
and philanthropist.

Barbara, is the woman who makes him a better man. 
together they personify what it means to be true Chautau-

quans.
Hats off to the Keysers. They are the best.

Phyllis and Shel Seligsohn 
4 Vincent

Dear Editor:

this is my 42nd summer at Chautauqua. the early years 
were for two weeks of vacation. When I retired from full-time 
parish ministry, I began to stay for the season serving initially 
as chaplain/administrator of the Chautauqua united Church 
of Christ Society and later positions related to the Department 
of Religion e.g. Bible Study, Blessing and Healing, etc.

Chautauqua has become for me a home away from home 
but now that I have mobility issues I do not find it as friendly 
a space despite the lip service to “lifelong education.”

Although i belong to the Scooter Generation, my health 
caregivers and I resist being part of it for what we feel are 
good reasons. Let me share a few things i can and cannot do.

i can take the bus to the main Gate but it is too far for me 
to walk from there across the road to where my car is parked 
in Handicap Parking. I am told there is a shuttle over there 
but there is no schedule for it, so getting to a health care ap-
pointment on time can be problematic.

I can go to an evening movie or even to the cabaret but 
when that event ends after the buses stop at 8 p.m. there is 
no way home. 

if someone takes me by car to see a play or opera, there 
are, I believe three designated parking spaces behind Norton 
Hall. My family has experienced them and advises mainte-
nance is minimal.

one of my goals is still to reach 90 and the free gate pass. 
if i stop coming before then, parking issues, at least at the 
present, will be the reason.

Before I was in my present stage of life, I was oblivious 
to these kinds of issues. i write to raise awareness. Atten-
tion to these matters is important in addition to creative and 
innovative planning for the Arts, Education, Religion and 
Recreation.

Evelyn J. Aurand 
The Arlington, 1 Roberts

Dear Editor:

Week Four’s theme on “markets and morals” inspired me 
to look at corporate influences at Chautauqua in new ways. 
While we understand that our gate fees don’t cover all costs 
involved in programming, it would be a gesture of gratitude 
if our contributions could be at least acknowledged, some-
what in the way PBS lists corporate sponsors and then adds 
“and also from viewers like you.” I keep looking for that to be 
said in some way: “and also from Chautauquans like you.” 

Considerations of corporate influence are magnified in 
plans for the Ampitheater. When this building is totally re-
constructed, will it be so full of corporate investment that 
it will lose its historic aura, its enduring symbol of Chau-
tauqua, old and new? Maybe even its name? What are the 
costs involved — materially and morally — in taking on 
such extensive projects that entail large corporate invest-
ments? What could we do more minimally, more within the 
reach of individual gifts? Many of us dearly love and wish to 
preserve the charm of old Chautauqua, represented in this 
iconic 120-year-old building, ever grand. I hope the loyal op-
position is heard.

Anne Lundin
Madison, Wisc.
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Brian Smith | Staff PhotograPher
Paula Kerger, president and CEO of PBS, delivers Friday’s morning lecture in the Amphitheater on how her organization can enable happiness to viewers by offering a variety of trustworthy programming.

Kerger, the president and 
cEO of PBS, presented the 
final lecture of Week Five’s 
theme “the Pursuit of Hap-
piness.” Kerger thinks tele-
vision plays an integral part 
in the pursuit of happiness, 
an inalienable right Ameri-
cans claimed in the Declara-
tion of Independence. 

“ultimately, the way a 
country is held together is 
through the satisfaction that 
people feel in their lives,” 
Kerger said. “At PBS, we feel 
that we have an important 
role to play in helping all 
citizens pursue a full and 
fulfilling life.”

Americans watch approx-
imately 157 hours of televi-
sion per month, Kerger said, 
meaning that more than 
30 percent of their waking 
hours are spent in front of 
the tube. 

“this is not a good, or 
healthy, or positive trend,” 
Kerger said. “the more tele-
vision that people watch, the 
unhappier they report their 

lives [to be].”
Television replaces time 

spent with family and 
friends, and watching tele-
vision also correlates with 
higher rates of poor health 
and obesity rates, especially 
in children. 

“But I believe that if used 
in an appropriate manner, 
television has the potential 
to positively impact people’s 
lives in ways that directly 
increase their happiness,” 
Kerger said. 

Kerger thinks public me-
dia has the ability to foster 
social trust, a value that the 
World report on Happiness 
ranks as one of the top indica-
tors of happiness in countries 
around the world. the people 
in the world’s happiest coun-
tries — Norway, Denmark, 
Finland and the Netherlands 
— don’t just have high house-
hold incomes; they also have 
large amounts of trust in 
their institutions of govern-
ment, rule of law, criminal 
justice system and, yes, me-

dia companies. 
PBS tries to foster this 

trust by pushing the con-
tent of its locally owned PBS 
stations. these stations are 
uniquely positioned to help 
local communities focus on 
pressing issues, Kerger said.

PBS stations have also 
partnered with law enforce-
ment agencies, online and lo-
cal schools to reduce crime, 
encourage higher education 
and help high school stu-
dents who want to pursue 
journalism. Ready to Learn 
— a national partnership 
between PBS, the corpora-
tion for Public Broadcasting, 
Congress and the U.S. De-
partment of Education — de-
livers education programs to 
prepare kids for school. 

“Not every child lives in 
a home with a computer or 
books,” Kerger said, “but 
there is, in fact, a television 
set in almost every home. For 
many children, we are able to 
reach them with educational 
materials that will give them 

a leg up, so that when they 
walk into school for the first 
time, they will have skills 
that will help them cope and 
succeed.” 

Since becoming presi-
dent of PBS in 2006, Kerger 
has been steadily increas-
ing the company’s coverage 
of the arts.

“Research shows that 
communities with a vibrant 
arts presence deems a com-
munity more livable,” Kerger 
said. “Arts can do so much to 
bring a community together: 
to increase trust, help share 
values, and it is an impor-
tant, if not overlooked, part of 
society. I’d hope that we can 
create and live in a society in 
which people have a high de-
gree of trust in each other.”

Kerger believes that pub-
lic television plays a role in 
building that trust, espe-
cially when the content be-
ing produced breaks down 
barriers and helps foster un-
derstanding of other people 
and cultures. 

She showed a clip from PBS 
that advertised its coverage of 
the arts. last season, the lo-
cal stations aired a combined 
total of more than 500 hours 
of arts and cultural program-
ming, garnering 117 million 
views. That’s a lot of potential 
for social trust connections to 

be made, Kerger said. 
“I think the arts can be 

so powerful,” Kerger said. 
“And they are not a luxury. 
they are essential.” 

For many Americans, pub-
lic media offers an opportu-
nity to be exposed to ideas 
that they otherwise may have 
never learned about — such 
as the national parks, the Pro-
hibition era and international 
governments.

Public media also gives 
Americans a chance to expe-
rience unbiased news at the 
national level. Commercial 
media outlets are creating 
more polarization in vot-
ers, Kerger said, partly be-
cause of their need to make 
money for shareholders; this 
is a change from the days 
of Walter Cronkite’s broad-
casts, when journalism was 
considered a public trust.

“Commercial media can 
no longer reconcile their 
journalistic obligations with 
the need to turn a profit,” 
Kerger said. “I think the sad 
outcome is that substantive 
journalism came to be seen as 
a drain on profits, and news 
divisions were reduced.” 

Kerger said the falling 
standards and rising parti-
sanship in commercial jour-
nalism are threatening the 
“precious link between me-

dia and democracy.” 
“We are a source for those 

seeking news, analysis and 
context about the important 
stories of the day,” she said, 
“not about lindsay lohan.”

Kerger sees public news 
as encouraging participation 
and debate in democracy.

“I think that media clear-
ly has an important role in 
creating the conditions for 
happiness in this country,” 
Kerger said. “And public me-
dia, because of our mission 
and experience delivering 
content that educates, en-
gages and inspires — we are 
uniquely positioned to fulfill 
that promise.”

Jess Miller | Staff Writer

Following the adventures of Bert, Ernie and Big Bird was 
an integral part of almost every American’s childhood.

But Paula Kerger wants people to know that there’s 
more to PBS than just Sesame Street.

Paula Kerger
President and Ceo, PBS

kerger:  
Television has 

poTenTial To 
direcTly  
increase 
people’s 

happiness
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Mayville
“The Best Kept Secret on Chautauqua Lake”

Mayville /Chautauqua Chamber of Commerce 2013 Events

The village of Mayville is the closest village to the 
Chautauqua Institution 
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Aug. 1—FREE Entertain-
ment in the Park concert 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Barbara 
Jean performing, Lakeside 
Park, Mayville, for informa-
tion (716) 753-3113 or www.
mayvillechautauqua.org. 
Thursday evenings, free 
concerts - if rain at Carl-
son Community Center at 
Lakeside Park, Mayville.  

August 2 – 3:  Safe Boating 
Class (2 day class – 2nd – 5 
- 9 p.m. and 3rd - 9 a.m. – 1 
p.m.), held at Chautauqua 
Marina, 104 W. Lake Rd., 
Mayville, (716) 753-0409, 
(716) 753-3913, email boat-
safety@aol.com, or go to the 
web site: www.chautauqua-
marina.com for more infor-
mation (for ages 16 to adult, 
meets all requirements for 
the NYS Safe Boating Pro-
gram). 

Aug. 3:  10 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
“Go Native” Nutrition for 
Birds & Butterflies, North 
Lake Growers Greenhouse, 
Red Brick Farm, West Lake 
Rd., Mayville, northlake-
growers.com or (716) 753-
3242 for information. 

August 3-- 10:30 am-
Noon-Free Youth Fishing 
Contest ages 3- 12—In-
cludes Lunch and Awards 
from Noon -1 pm. Ages 3-12.

August 3-- 1 -2pm Free 
Musky Fishing Seminar 
presented by fishing guide 
Mike Sperry, at Chautauqua 
Marina, 104 W. Lake Rd., 
Mayville,  (716) 753-3913, 
or email boatsafety@aol.
com.  Adults and Children 

August 3-10 am -1 pm 
Free Fly Knot tying dem-
onstrations at Chautau-

qua Marina, 104 W. Lake 
Rd., Mayville, (716) 753-
0409, (716) 753-3913, or 
email boatsafety@aol.
com. Children and adults.  

August 3- 10- 2pm Free 
Boat Safety Checks pro-
vided by the USCG Auxil-
iary @ Chautauqua Marina  

August 3- 10 am – 2 
pm. – National Marina 
“Scout Lake Day” Celebra-
tion, many Free events for 
youth and adults at Chau-
tauqua Marina, 104 W. 
Lake Rd., Mayville, (716) 
(716) 753-3913, or email 
boatsafety@aol.com. www.
ChautauquaMarina.com 

Aug. 15:  6:30 – 8:30 p.m., 
Entertainment in the Park 
concert, Randy Graham 
performing, Lakeside Park, 

Mayville, for information 
(716) 753-3113 or www.
mayvillechautauqua.org. 
Thursday evenings, free 
concerts - if rain at Carl-
son Community Center at 
Lakeside Park, Mayville. 

Every Saturday & Sun-
day during the summer 
(beginning late May - 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m.) – Flea Mar-
ket, Dart Airport, Mayville, 
NY (Hartfield area), outdoor 
flea market.  For more infor-
mation call (716) 753-2160 

Chautauqua Township 
Historical Museum, Rt. 
394, Mayville (15 Water St.) 
– hours:  July thru Labor 
Day – 1 – 5 p.m. (*subject to 
change).  Located in the old 
train depot building. Fea-
turing interesting histori-
cal memorabilia on the area 
-  (716) 753-7342 
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Yuen discusses 
Buddhist path 
to happiness
Fredo villaseñor
Staff Writer

In Buddhism, all beings have a bodhicitta, an innate drive toward 

awakening and compassion. Elaine Yuen likened the bodhicitta 

to a small seed, difficult to find and in need of cultivation.

“And in Buddhism, we say it’s actually cultivated with the manure 

of experience,” she said. BRIAN SMITH | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Elaine Yuen presents the Interfaith Lecture Thursday in the Hall of Philosophy.

Yuen spoke on Week Five’s 
interfaith lecture theme of 
“The Pursuit of Happiness.” 
Her 2 p.m. lecture Thursday 
in the Hall of Philosophy was 
titled “Buddhist Perspectives 
on Developing Contentment: 
Traditional Sources and Con-
temporary Experiences.”

Yuen is an associate pro-
fessor of religious studies at 
naropa University in Boul-
der, Colo., and a minister and 
teacher at Shambhala inter-
national. She replaced pre-
viously announced speaker 
Bhikkhu Bodhi.

The first teaching that 
the Buddha gave after he 
was enlightened, Yuen said, 
was on the “Four noble 
Truths,” the first of which 
is that there is suffering in 
the world. And suffering 
does not have to be thought 
of as just pain; it can also be 
thought of as anxiety or the 
disappointment that results 
from unrealistic expecta-
tions not being fulfilled.

“Happiness is hopefully 
something that will address 
the unease that we might 
have in our lives,” she said. 

The Buddha’s second no-
ble truth is that suffering has 
an origin: craving. People 
crave in three ways, Yuen 
said. one way is craving for 
material things, while the 
second is psychological. 

“i teach younger people 
… and they say, ‘i want to 
feel safe when i’m talking 
about my personal prob-
lems,’ “ Yuen said. “i’m not 
saying that’s bad … but that 
is craving that may or may 
not be realistic.”

The last way of craving is 
what Yuen called “spiritual 

materialism,” a craving for 
spiritual beliefs and prac-
tices that are certain and 
give comfort.

“The Buddha also taught 
the third noble truth that 
there is cessation of suffer-
ing, that it’s actually possi-
ble for us to be content, sat-
isfied,” she said. “And that’s 
partly because we have this 
… awakened heart, this bod-
hicitta.”

in Yuen’s tradition of 
Shambhala Buddhism, the 
way to cultivate the bodhicitta 
is through meditation. in 

many meditation traditions, 
such as Zen and Vipassana, 
this process helps people 
find contentment and aware-
ness in their moment-to-mo-
ment experiences. 

The fourth noble truth is 
the path to end suffering, 
sometimes called the “no-
ble Eightfold Path,” which 
demands “right view, right 
intention, right speech, 
right action, right liveli-
hood, right mindfulness 
and right concentration,” 
Yuen said.

The Eightfold Path can 

be understood to contain 
three divisions: understand-
ing, conduct and practice, 
Yuen said. First, Buddhists 
must understand why they 
do what they do. Then they 
must behave in accordance 
with their beliefs, and they 
must also continually prac-
tice meditation.

“All these three aspects 
serve to give some kind of 
stability to our path,” Yuen 
said, “stability to this abil-
ity to use the manure of our 
experience to grow this won-
derful lotus flower.”

Fredo villaseñor
Staff Writer

Although Michael 
o’Sullivan retired from be-
ing a detective in 1989, he 
has never stopped looking 
for missing persons. His 
meditation seminar topics 
on Tuesday and Thursday 
will be “Are You a Missing 
Person?” and “How You Can 
Find Your True Self.”

o’Sullivan will be the 
Mystic Heart Program’s 
meditation leader for Week 

Six. Meditations sessions 
are held from 7:15 to 8 a.m. 
weekdays in the Main gate 
Welcome Center, and semi-
nars from 12:30 to 1:55 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays in 
the Hall of Missions.

The Mystic Heart Pro-
gram is an initiative by the 
Department of religion, 
aimed at teaching Chautau-
quans about the world’s vari-
ous meditation traditions. 
o’Sullivan will be drawing 
from Korean Zen Buddhism 

in his instruction. He is the 
senior dharma teacher in the 
Kwan Um School of Zen and 
founder of The Three Trea-
sures Zen Center.

if o’Sullivan hadn’t 
sprained his ankle while 
on the job as a detective, he 
may never have discovered 
meditation. While he was 
at the hospital for his ankle, 
o’Sullivan’s doctor noted that 
his blood pressure was a bit 
high. Then, when the doctor 
left the room to write a pre-

scription, the attending nurse 
turned to o’Sullivan and 
said, “Don’t take the medi-
cine, learn how to meditate.”

Soon after, he discovered 
the Chogye international 
Zen Center in new York 
City, led by Korean Zen Mas-
ter Seung Sahn, and he has 
practiced ever since.

“looking back, i don’t 
know how i would have 
coped without practicing 
Zen,” o’Sullivan said. “it has 
changed my life, made me 

more aware of who i am and 
set me on a path to share this 
practice with anybody that’s 
willing to make the effort to 
learn it.”

He said his goal is to help 
people become aware of and 
find their inner selves, selves 
that are full of love and com-
passion, and to share some of 
the techniques that Buddhism 
offers to help in this search.

Not only does finding 
that inner self make a per-
son’s life more compassion-

ate, but it also removes igno-
rance by helping that person 
become aware of who he or 
she is at the core.

“So many [people] … are 
not aware of how they’re liv-
ing their life, how their ideas 
and opinions are filtered 
through their life’s experi-
ence,” he said, “which makes 
those ideas and opinions 
maybe not correct. They’re 
kind of living in a dream. i’m 
going to try and help them 
wake up.”

O’Sullivan to lead Mystic Heart in Korean Zen Buddism

Chautauquan Musser to perform at pre-Vespers
Joseph Musser, member of 

the Chautauqua Motet Choir 
and Sunday Choir and organ-
ist at the Chapel of the good 
Shepherd, will perform at 
4:30 p.m. Sunday during the 
pre-Vespers service at the 
Hall of Philosophy. 

Musser is professor of 
English at ohio Wesleyan 
University. He studied or-
gan with Hugh Allen Wil-
son at Union College in 
Schenectady, n.Y., and with 

Charles Bradley in Charlot-
tesville, Va. He served as 
accompanist for the Union 
College glee Club, and for 
the Charlottesville-Albe-
marle Choral Society. He 
began playing for church 
services when he was a ju-
nior in high school, and has 
been organist-choirmaster 
of churches in Schenectady, 
n.Y., Charlottesville, Va., 
and lexington, Ky., before 
moving to Delaware, ohio, 

where he has been organ-
ist of the First Presbyterian 
Church for over 25 years. 
He has performed numer-
ous organ recitals as well as 
harpsichord recitals using a 
harpsichord he constructed 
in 1972.

Musser’s compositions 
include organ chorales and 
partitas, anthems, a cello 
sonata, several trios for 
flute, bassoon, and piano, 
and a recorder quartet. He 

wrote two processionals 
for organ and brass quin-
tet for the inauguration of 
ohio Wesleyan’s president 
in 2008. The Chautauqua 
Choirs have performed a 
number of his anthems. 

For 10 years Musser 
served on Chautauqua in-
stitution’s board of trustees. 
His wife, louise, was a coun-
selor at the girls’ Club, and 
their daughters have also 
been active at Chautauqua.
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“Here, look at this,” she 
said. Heinning pointed to 
a front-page story with the 
headline “introducing the 
men at the Front Gate.”

She read aloud from the ar-
ticle: “to every chautauquan, 
both young and old, the front 
gate has become a symbol of 
chautauqua as much as the 
old miller Bell tower. there’s 
always the honking of impa-
tient automobile drivers, try-
ing to get inside or outside the 
gate, [the] rushing around of 
newcomers looking for taxi-
drivers to haul their baggage, 
and people flocking around 
the windows trying to buy 
their gate ticket.”

“Everybody is always talk-
ing about chautauqua tradi-
tions,” Heinning said. “i guess 
the tradition of high activity 
levels around the main Gate is 

right up there with the best of 
them — minus the taxis and 
the honking, of course.”

Heinning’s seasonal crew 
comprises 80 gate, ticketing 
and information staff mem-
bers, forming what Hein-
ning calls “the department 
of first impressions.” 

“We know we’re often the 
first point of contact with 
new chautauqua visitors,” 
she said. “We take that re-
sponsibility seriously.” 

New staff members, espe-
cially those working at the 
Institution’s five vehicle gates 
and two pedestrian gates, 
face a welter of rules and reg-
ulations they have to enforce, 
while at the same time main-
taining the cheerful amenity 
which characterizes most en-
counters with customers. 

“We do some brief, inten-

sive training for first-timers 
at the start of the season,” He-
inning said, “but we also rely 
on matching veterans with 
newcomers on two-person 
shifts. And there is a big on-
the-job learning component, 
too.” it helps that this year, 75 
percent of the gate staff are 
returning staff members.

Jean Halaby has been 
working the main Gate’s in-
formation desk for six years. 
on a recent shift, she worked 
alongside colleague Linda 
Baglia, who is in her second 
year working at the desk. But 
the two aren’t newcomers; 
both are graduates of the old 
chautauqua High School, 
just across  the road from 
their present office.

“We mostly get general 
questions like, ‘What is 
chautauqua, anyway?’ ” Ha-
laby said. “it’s all pleasant, 
kind of easygoing.”

Halaby and Baglia looked 
at each other and laughed. 

“there was this person last 

year,” Halaby recalled. “He 
came in and told us, ‘i have to 
visit my brother. What are the 
visiting hours?’ ”

“oh?” we asked. “How is 
that?” 

“Well,” he answered, “isn’t 
this the jail? the sign says 
‘chautauqua institution.’ ”

While things do get hectic 
at times at the main Gate’s 
ticket windows, most of the 
daily action facing Hein-
ning’s staff occurs at the main 
vehicle gates and at the park-
ing lots across Route 394.

Dan Swanson is now in 
his fourth year manning the 
gate booth sitting astride 
the entrance to the institu-
tion’s parking lots. A good-
natured Lakewood, n.y., 
resident who just graduated 
from Grove city college, 
Swanson sees many of the 
same people every day.

“there are the institu-
tion employees, of course,” 
he said, “who mostly park 
over here. And of the visi-
tors, roughly 75 percent are 
season-pass people, and i get 
to recognize many of them 
during the summer. i make 
a lot of contacts, 
and the place 
becomes like a 
neighborhood.”

moving deft-
ly to either side 
of his booth, 
Swanson raises 
the gates with a 
remote control, 
always keeping 
the flow moving. 
Visitors without 
long-term passes 
seem to accept the $8 daily 
fee without protest, he said. 
on a recent sunny day, Swan-
son had taken in more than 
$600 in parking fees.

“there is the odd person 
who tries to get away with 
something,” Swanson said. 
“it might happen once or 
twice a day. their tricks are 
largely predictable, nothing 
i haven’t seen before. Some-
one might hold up a pass, all 
casual, but careful to cover 
up the expiration date with 
their finger. Or they might 
hold up a random collec-
tion of papers, seeming to 
cite them as evidence their 
Special Studies course fee in-
cludes parking.

“Lots of cars drive up 
looking to park while visiting 
the [Smith memorial Library] 
or drop their kids off at Boys’ 
and Girls’ club,” Swanson 
continued. “that’s allowed. 
We have to make judgment 
calls during the day, whether 
to make an issue of some-
thing or not. it all works out.”

Swanson prepared to end 
his shift, cleaning out the 
cash drawer and picking up a 
dog-eared copy of Sherwood 

Anderson’s Winesburg, Ohio. 
“one of my regulars 

dropped it off for me,” he said.
Little gifts and tokens of 

appreciation are a pleasant 
byproduct of Brooke Dragett’s 
work, too. A Stockton, n.y., 
resident headed to Jamestown 
community college after the 
end of the season, Dragett is in 
her first year at the Institution, 
often manning the Elm Gate at 
the north end of the grounds. 

“Some of my regulars will 
drop off little bags of candy 
or cookies, maybe a can of 
soda,” she said. “one nice 
person brought me a taco 
salad from Hurlbut church.”

Dragett is comfortable 
working the 3 to 11 p.m. 
shift at the relatively isolat-
ed Elm Gate.

“We have Wi-Fi here in the 
cabin,” she said. “And there 
is a landline, so i can always 
call the police if i need to for 
any reason.”

Dave Howard joined the 
gate staff in 1998 and worked 
for several years at the South 
Gate before moving up to the 
main Gate.

“i knew i had been here a 
long time when some of the 
many friends i have made at 
the gates wouldn’t return the 
following year,” he said. “i 
learned they had passed away.

“you really get to know an 
awful lot of chautauquans, 
working at any gate,” Howard 
continued. “i think for most 

of us, that is one of the special 
attractions of this work.”

Howard is one of a slight-
ly older group of staff mem-
bers who regard friendly, 
helpful service as one of 
their absolutes.

Echoing comments earlier 
from Heinning, Howard said 
the gate staffs over the past 
couple of years have been 
among the best he has seen. 

“our younger reinforce-
ments seem to have the same 
cooperative, collaborative 
spirit now,” he said.

that spirit is especially 
valuable during busy times, 
like Friday nights before the 
big Amphitheater shows. 
Howard goes across Route 394 
on these occasions, wrangling 
the hundreds of cars pressing 
into the institution lots. 

“it can get crazy, especial-
ly for sellouts like Straight 
no chaser and Steve martin 
this year,” he said.

James Zahm supervises 
the 40-person gate crew. 
Now in his fifth year on the 
job, Zahm is a former mem-
ber of the chautauqua Police 
Department’s bicycle patrol, 
which gave him good insight 

into his new responsibilities. 
now a year-round employee, 
Zahm grew up in Lakewood. 
His wife, Renee, is a key 
member of the chautauqua 
Cinema staff.

Zahm estimates that the 
walk-through gate staff may 
scan more than 2,000 tickets 
each day, with only a hand-
ful of negative interactions 
with customers.

“once in a while,” Zahm 
said, “a customer will make 
it personal instead of dealing 
with the policy our people 
need to honor. With pedes-
trians, though, any issue is 
almost always short-lived.”

Gate staff at the five main 
vehicle entrances may han-
dle 14,000 scanned passes in 
the course of one day. that 
could mean more than 300 
“interactions,” as Zahm calls 
them, per hour. And being 
in a car seems to magnify 
the combustible potential of 
tense situations.

“typically, our biggest 
vehicle jams are Friday 
evening for the large Amp 
shows, Saturday from 2 to 5 
p.m. as weekly visitors check 
in and Sunday check-ins for 
the church services,” Zahm 
said. “A couple of years ago, 
we surveyed vehicle den-
sity at the Welcome center 

parking area, 
and we found 
there were 
s o m e t i m e s 
over 150 cars 
during the 
space of one 
hour, parked 
or waiting — 
often in very 
hot weather 
— for a rela-
tively few 

parking spots.
“that can lead to some seri-

ously ill-tempered visitors,” he 
said. “if we’re good-natured 
and do our best, we feel we 
can get through anything.”

Parking can also become 
a problem on Sundays. many 
visitors think that because 
there is no gate fee on Sundays, 
they can drive into the grounds 
and park just like during the 
off-season, Zahm said. 

For Heinning and Zahm, 
once the season ends, a new 
cycle begins. 

“We have to get busy right 
away on pricing structure rec-
ommendations for the board 
of trustees meeting in octo-
ber,” Heinning said. “And 
since we’re still the welcome 
staff, we man phone lines and 
respond to inquiries.

“We will start selling 2014 
ticket packages by the first 
monday in January,” she con-
tinued, “and then various other 
pricing and package deadlines 
begin rolling. Before we know 
it, we’re in the midst of another 
frantic, wonderful season.”

john ford | Staff Writer

Charlene Henning, Chautauqua Institution’s director 
of ticketing and gate operations, stopped mid-
sentence, a sparkle in her eye.

“Wait a minute,” she said. “Let me show you 
something.” She returned a moment later with a somewhat 
fragile-looking July 1945 copy of The Chautauquan Daily. 

Brian Smith | Staff PhotograPher
 

FAR leFt: Sam Heide, of 
Cleveland, and Phillip Evans, 
of Tuscon, Ariz., joke inside the 
gatehouse at the Main Gate 
entrance of the Institution.
top: A car drives through the 
main gate during the early 
evening hours. The five vehicle 
gatehouses can handle 14,000 
scanned passes in the course 
of one day.
leFt: Andrew Abbey, of 
Jamestown, scans the ticket of 
an exiting guest at Elm Gate. 
Elm is his favorite to work.

Welcome staff balances mission with rules

Everybody is always talking about 
Chautauqua traditions. I guess the tradition 
of high activity levels around the Main Gate is 
right up there with the best of them — minus 
the taxis and the honking, of course.”

— ChARlene heinning

VIEW morE photos
accompanying this story at chqdaily.com

DEparTmEnT of 
fIrsT ImprEssIons
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This probably wouldn’t have happened five 
years ago. 

Clinton’s cinema appearance was the latest in 
an evolving series of collaborations between Chau-
tauqua Institution’s Department of Education and 
Youth Services and Chautauqua Cinema owner/
manager Billy Schmidt. 

“Since I took over the theater five years ago,” 

Schmidt said, “we have been trying to coordinate 
our film program with lecture and even entertain-
ment offered by the Institution. The fact that we 
get weekly thematic information more than one 
year in advance helps.”

Schmidt represents the third generation of his 
family to run Chautauqua’s venerable cinema at the 
corner of Wythe and Hurst avenues. His grandfa-
ther bought the business in 1956, and Schmidt took 
over in 2008 from his own father, Paul, now retired 
and living in Jamestown, N.Y. Schmidt grew up 
spending summers on the grounds.

“My brother is five years older than I am, and he 
used to say he wasn’t going to take over the fam-
ily business,” Schmidt said. “I said the same thing. 
Growing up here in Chautauqua County, it was very 
‘backwoods’ in the off-season, polarized racially 
and culturally. I wanted more. I felt that westward 

current, starting with a family trip to San Francisco.
“I was a ‘townie,’ ” he continued. “I never went 

to Club. But I did experience the amazing freedom 
of being on the grounds as a kid and young adult. 
And I got exposed to the variety of people who 
were here during the summer. It set me up pretty 
well to get out there in the world.”

Schmidt enrolled in the Sound Recording Tech-
nology program at the State University of New 
York at Fredonia. 

“I had an early mentor from the Amphitheater 
staff,” he said. “The board operator at the time, 
Dave Fridmann, gave me lots of good advice, in-
cluding pointing me toward the Fredonia pro-
gram. Dave is now a successful record producer 
with a studio in Cassadaga [N.Y.].”

At the movies 
Schmidt continueS family tradition at chautauqua cinema

Just three days earlier, the Lincoln scholar had 
entertained an audience of thousands. Now, 
Catherine Clinton stood before an audience of 

perhaps 150 in the Chautauqua Cinema, presiding over 
a Q-and-A session following the cinema’s presentation of 
the 2012 blockbuster film “Lincoln.”

TOP LefT, AbOve LefT And AbOve: 
Schmidt uses many different tools in 
order to prepare film for presentation.

LefT: A storage closet in the cinema 
houses a variety of movie posters.

beLOw LefT: The cinema uses a 
35-millimeter movie projector. Next 
summer, the cinema will switch to 
digital equipment; movies on film will 
become a thing of the past. 

fAr LefT: Chautauqua Cinema 
operates in Higgins Hall, a Chautauqua 
Institution-owned building at Hurst and 
Wythe that once served as a center for 
Chautauqua’s expanding programs for 
young girls.

Katie Mclean | Staff PhotograPher

See Cinema, Page B2

John Ford | Staff Writrer

Billy Schmidt, owner of the Chautauqua Cinema, winds film onto a platter Friday morning in the cinema’s projection room. The cinema uses movies on film, and every Tuesday 
and Friday, Schmidt works to prepare a new shipment for presentation using techniques learned from his father. Schmidt hopes to pass the knowledge to his two sons someday. 
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After college, Schmidt went 
to new york city and started 
touring with heavy metal 
bands, mixing their concert 
sound. One tour finished in 
San Francisco, and Schmidt 
ended up staying there. 

“i toured with [musician] 
Aimee mann for several 
years, among others — and i 
guess i was on the road, in the 
u.S. and overseas, for large 
chunks of almost 17 years. 
it was a tough lifestyle, but i 
was young. it could be fun. 
Still, everyone understood it 
was a business.” 

the end of the touring 
lifestyle came when Schmidt 
and wife Kelly found she 
was pregnant.

“i saw what the lifestyle 
did to other marriages and 
relationships, and i didn’t 
want that,” he said. 

in the meantime, 
Schmidt’s father was explor-
ing exit strategies. 

“i had been doing some 
web design for my dad,” 
Schmidt said, “so i was con-
nected to his cinema busi-

ness. our second son had 
been born. We were web-
conferencing with my dad 
one day and we just said, ‘We 
want the cinema!’ my parents 
were thrilled and return-
ing to chautauqua had been 
building in me. it felt right.”

the Schmidts rent the 
cinema building from the 
institution, which Schmidt 
describes as a great landlord. 

“We’ve had new paint … a 
new roof from them,” he said. 
“maintaining this building is 
a big undertaking, and we 
appreciate their engagement 
and effort. This building has 
been rented from the institu-
tion for a long time.”

the building was donated 
to the institution in 1895, ac-
cording to the cinema’s web-
site. the building is named 
Higgins Hall and served in 
its early days as a center for 
chautauqua’s expanding pro-
grams for young girls. one 
story says that President the-
odore Roosevelt ate breakfast 
there in 1905, before deliver-
ing a major policy speech in 
the Amphitheater. Although 
the building never formally 
served as a church, some reli-
gious services may have been 

conducted there in the past. 
According to the website, 

movie viewing began in Hig-
gins Hall in 1916 with the ar-
rival of the community mo-
tion Picture Bureau, which 
partnered with the institu-
tion to sponsor the films. The 
building’s balcony was added 
about 15 years later as part of 
a large renovation. Live stage 
productions took over in 1938 
under the direction of retired 
vaudevillian Joseph Wood-
burn and his wife. they 
turned it over to the Schmidts 
in 1956, and movies returned 
to the building. 

the chautauqua cinema 
has for many years featured 
a program of highbrow films 
mixed with popular features 
and weekly classic film pre-
sentations. it is not uncom-
mon for chautauquans to 
collect the cinema schedules 
from the season and to use 
them for the base of their off-
season Netflix agenda.

“i know this happens,” 
Schmidt said with a smile. 
“We do try to get an eclec-
tic mix of films among our 
roughly 60 offerings during 
the season. i’m glad people 
appreciate our choices.”

But the venue is not ex-
actly in the film distribution 
mainstream. So how does 
Schmidt manage to offer 
such high-quality program, 
and for only three or four 
days per film?

“careful planning is part 
of it,” he said. “i use the same 
booker … that my father did. 
She is a great help in getting 
the films we want.

“i try to hit the sweet 
spot,” Schmidt continued. 
“i try to slot into the distri-
bution network after a film’s 
first run, but before it goes to 
video. it doesn’t always work 
perfectly, but we’re happy 
with the overall program.”

Longtime cinema employ-
ee Renee Zahm plays a big 
role in helping Schmidt keep 
things rolling, but he does a 
lot of the work himself, from 
running the projector to in-
terviewing new staff to per-
forming basic maintenance 
on the aging building. 

Schmidt’s sons are now 
aged 10 and 6. they are at 
Boys’ club and children’s 
School. they will be home 
for lunch soon.

  
the End.

Cinema
from page B1

dren’s long-term cognitive 
development and school suc-
cess. many countries, includ-
ing France, Belgium, Ger-
many and the netherlands 
provide universal preschool 
beginning at age 3, and sup-
port quality childcare for 
children under three. the 
nordic countries also have 
some of the most extensive 
public support for early care 

and education.
• As early as 1874, Mrs. 

Norris had the first preschool 
in tent c on the chautauqua 
grounds. As a pioneer in ear-
ly childhood education, the 
children’s School and the 
earlier Elementary School 
under John Dewey certainly 
were visionaries. today, we 
recognize this school’s im-
portance both to the parents 
and children enrolled.

• The Bird, Tree & Garden 
club also recognized the 
importance of preschool ex-
periences in the out of doors 
with authentic learning op-
portunities. in 2011, the BtG 
allocated the funds for a 
Sensory Garden to be used 
as a teaching tool and fun 
experience for the children. 
With the help and skills of 
Ryan Kiblin, then supervisor 
of gardens and landscaping, 
the children can now experi-
ence nature in a whole new 
way in their own backyard. 
in their garden are herbs, 
fruits and vegetables for the 
children to maintain with 

starters in the classrooms in 
transparent growing boxes. 
included there is a winding 
stepping stone path and a 
walking bridge with some 
shade trees. there are no 
flowering plants in order to 
eliminate the bees, but the 
rabbits are another issue. 
the garden was designed for 
color, smells and textures of 
the plants — and of course, 
the tasting experience.

As the former director of 
this unique school, i have a 
special spot in my heart for 
this program and their new 
garden. children need to turn 
off the TV and computer to 
learn to socialize, play pre-
tend, explore, dance, sing, 
paint with hands-on activities. 
certainly here at chautauqua 
there is a lot of freedom and 
opportunity to do just that.

Chautauqua garden tour
Children’s School’s Sensory Garden
Editor’s Note: Each week, 
in commemoration of the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club’s 
100th anniversary, the 
chautauquan Daily will 
publish information compiled 
by Chautauquan Joan Smith 
highlighting a historic garden 
or gardens on the grounds. This 
week focuses on the Children’s 
School’s Sensory Garden.

Joan Smith
Guest Writer

the children’s School 
Sensory Garden is located 
behind the children’s School 
building on Pratt Avenue.

• There is a consistent 
large body of research here 
and abroad, indicating that 
high quality early care and 
education can improve chil-

GreG Funka | Staff PhotograPher
Children’s School Sensory garden

katie Mclean | Staff PhotograPher 
Tori Savage operates the concession stand within Chautauqua 
Cinema, serving customers soft drinks, candy and popcorn.



Weekend Edition, July 27 & 28, 2013  The Chautauquan Daily  Page B3

r E l i g i o n

Morning Worship
column by Mary lee talbot

nikki lanka
Staff Writer

A configuration of arm-
chairs, an Oriental rug and 
a coffee table will transform 
the Amphitheater stage into 
a living room this Sunday, 
as the 8 p.m. Sacred Song 
Service celebrates a man 
who sang gospel until he 
was 102 years old.

George Beverly Shea died 
in April 2013 after a prolific 
career in gospel singing.

“I mean, you hear this 
man sing, you realize he had 
such conviction in his soul,” 
said Jared Jacobsen, Chau-

tauqua Institution’s organist 
and coordinator of worship 
and sacred music. “And he’s 
just singing what he really 
believes.”

In a service titled “Then 
Sings My Soul: Celebrat-
ing the Life and Ministry of 
George Beverly Shea,” Jacob-
sen will tell stories of Shea’s 
successful career and will 
play YouTube videos of some 
of his old performances.

One of those videos fea-
tures Shea singing one of 
his signature pieces, “How 
Great Thou Art,” at the age 
of 102, just two years before 
his passing. 

“The jewel of his voice 
was still intact,” Jacobsen 
said. “I mean, his range had 
diminished, his breath sup-
port wasn’t as good but … 
[he was] 102. Cut the guy 
some slack.” 

Jacobsen will perform 
songs in Shea’s repertoire 
such as “Just As I Am,” 
“Without One Plea” and “I’d 
Rather Have Jesus,” with 
the help of featured baritone 
Todd Thomas. 

Thomas, a former Chau-
tauqua Opera Company 
Young Artist, sang at the 
Institution during the 2012 
Season as Lord Enrico Ash-

ton in Gaetano Donizetti’s 
Lucia di Lammermoor.

Jacobsen calls Thomas 
“George Beverly Shea come 
to life.”

“He ignites a congrega-
tion here like I’ve rarely 
seen anybody do,” Jacob-
sen said.

Jacobsen looks forward 
to celebrating the life of a 
man known as the first in-
ternational gospel music 
star.

“It will be, I hope, a warm 
and reflective look at this 
fellow,” he said, “who was 
a pivotal figure in American 
music.”

Sacred Song celebrates life of Shea
Chautauquan Daily editor 

Matt Ewalt and managing 
editor Jordan Steves will be 
the guest speakers for the 
Hebrew Congregation’s Shir-
ley Lazarus Sunday Speakers 
Series at 8 p.m. Sunday in the 
Hurlbut Church sanctuary.

Ewalt has served as edi-
tor of the Daily since 2007. 
Last year he was named di-
rector of communications 
for Chautauqua Institution, 
having served previously as 
publications editor. During 
the off-season, Ewalt serves 
as director of external and 
internal communications 
and as primary editor for 
most of the Institution’s print 
and online communications.

Steves’ work at the Daily 
began as a member of the 
newspaper’s design team in 
2007 and 2008. He returned 
for the 2009 Season as assis-
tant editor and was named 
managing editor in 2012. 
During the off-season, Steves 
serves as lecture associate 
for the Institution’s Depart-
ment of Education. 

At the Daily, Ewalt and 
Steves manage the newspa-
per’s editorial operations.  
They recruit, hire and lead a 
multigenerational editorial 
staff that includes 22 journal-
ism students from through-
out the United States. Daily 
alumni have held positions 
with prominent newspapers 
and news media organiza-
tions, book publishers, col-
leges and universities and 
arts and civic organizations. 
Others have continued on to 
other prestigious internships, 
fellowships and graduate 
programs.

Following Sunday’s pre-
sentation, refreshments will 
be served. Local transporta-
tion on the grounds will be 
provided after the program.

‘Daily’ editors Ewalt, Steves present 
for Lazarus Sunday Speakers Series

Z
acchaeus was a wee little man and a wee little man 
was he … ’ ” the Rev. Barbara K. Lundblad sang 
as she began Friday’s 9:15 a.m. morning worship 
service. The congregation joined in and afterward 

she said, “I did not realize so many of you went to Sunday 
School. I think we liked that song as children because we 
were short, too.”

Lundblad’s sermon title was “Happiness Gets Down” 
and her text was Luke 19:1-10.  

Zaccheaus probably did not think much about being 
short in stature, she said, because people generally were 
shorter back then. He probably thought more about being 
chief tax collector, a job he might have inherited — at that 
time, she said, there were no job fairs in high school.

But Zacchaeus’ position also meant that he had to col-
laborate with the Roman authorities and oppress his Jewish 
brothers and sisters. 

“He probably thought, ‘Well, someone has to do it,’ ” she 
said. “And he was rich. It was not much of a [consolation], 
but it was almost enough — just not every day.”

He provided for his family, Lundblad said. It was better 
than no job, and at least he was not part of the lowest one-
third of the wage earners.

“So how is it with you?” she asked the congregation. “I 
have no idea what kind of work you do, if you are retired. 
You may love your work or you may hate it. I have read that 
a person entering the job market this year will have seven 
careers — not jobs, careers — in their lifetime. It will be hard 
to manage those changes if your identity is tied up in work.”

Lundblad was particularly concerned with the changes 
in what she called “men’s jobs.”

“In the Port of New York and New Jersey, it used to take 
100 men to unload a ship,” she said. “Now a crane can pick 
up a container and move it from a ship to a railcar; even a 
short guy could to it.”

Zacchaeus was probably on his way home, she said, when 
he heard that the prophet Jesus was coming through Jericho. 

“Zacchaeus was longing for something,” Lundblad said. 
“Making a living is not the same as making a life.”

Did Zacchaeus wonder if people would laugh at a grown 
man who had climbed a tree? He might go home and tell his 
family that he was close enough to Jesus to touch him, she 
said. But Jesus stopped and looked at him and told him to 
come down because he was going to stay at Zaccheaus’ house.

“Zacchaeus immediately gets down and tells Jesus he will 
give half of his possessions to the poor and pay back anyone 
he has cheated four times over,” Lundblad said. “No one else 
in the Gospels responds so positively to Jesus’s preaching.”

“So how is it with you?” she asked again. “What would 
you get up in a tree for, and what would get you down? 
Would you want to see Jesus?”

For some people, this is an embarrassing question.
“We don’t talk this way in Chautauqua,” Lundblad said. “It 

is too evangelical. … We are more comfortable talking about 
world religions and more nebulous in talking about Jesus.”

As adults, she asserted, Christians need to see Jesus in a 
new way. 

“Some of us haven’t learned anything new since Sunday 
School,” she said.

Lundblad challenged the congregation to climb a tree, 
figuratively, for a week.  

“I want you to read straight through the Gospel of Luke 
— it’s only 24 chapters,” she said. “I want you to get a note-
book and steal a title from [author] Marcus Borg — Meeting 
Jesus Again for the First Time.”

“What is Jesus challenging you to do?” she continued. 
“What makes you angry? What assures you? Is life more 

than work? What is Jesus asking you to do? Do you believe 
he rose from the dead?

“There is no test,” she said. “Just write in the margins of 
your Bible, if you want to. Try to see Jesus for the very first 
time. What would make you get down when Jesus calls 
your name?”

Lundblad reviewed her sermons from the week by 
naming all that she had asked the congregation to do: “No 
FOMO [fear of missing out]. Look at God’s odd economics to 
make the world a habitable place with disabilities. Close the 
chasm between rich and poor, and learn to quote the full 
Scripture. Be persistent in pursuing justice, and find a way 
to talk about race.”

Many people have told her this week that they feel over-
whelmed trying to address these issues, Lundblad said.

“Stay in the tree a little longer,” she said, “but Jesus is 
calling us down for a tangible response. Hope must be as 
tangible as despair. Write to Congress every day, or teach an 
English as a Second Language class.”

In Luke’s Gospel, the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus de-
scribes Jesus’ last encounter before he goes to Jerusalem to 
die. But Jesus was not just passing through Jericho without 
stopping, and “Jesus is not just passing through Chautau-
qua, either,” she said.

“We need to live in a radically new way together,” Lundblad 
said. “We need a new way to dare to get up in the tree, and we 
need a new way to come down again. Making a living is not the 
same as finding a life. May we each find our life before we die.”

The Rev. Nannette Banks presided. The Rev. Chris Wylie, pas-
tor of the United Methodist Churches in Millville and Knowles-
ville, both in N.Y., read the Scripture. Jared Jacobsen, organist and 
worship and sacred music coordinator, led the Motet Choir in “Oh 
Happy Day.” The words and music are by Edwin R. Hawkins, 
and the piece was arranged by Mark Hayes. The prelude on Thurs-
day was “Trio” by Bill Douglas. Rebecca Scarnatti, oboe, Debbie 
Grohman, clarinet, and Willie La Favor, piano, were featured.

The Samuel M. and Mary E. Hazlett Memorial Fund sup-
ported this week’s services.

‘Making a living is not the same as making a life’
“ ‘
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Staff Writer

 
All of this season’s 2:30 

p.m. Sunday Amphitheater 
performances are made pos-
sible by the Johnson Foun-
dation, based in Jamestown, 
n.y. Since Sundays at Chau-
tauqua institution are free 
admission days, this after-
noon entertainment series 
provides visitors with the 
chance to experience institu-
tion programming at no cost.

Carole Sellstrom, the 
foundation’s executive di-
rector, attends many of the 

institution’s events with her 
husband. She said that this 
sponsorship is an attempt to 
draw more Jamestown resi-
dents to Chautauqua.

the relationship between 
the Johnson Foundation and 
the institution is a rather 
long one, spanning more 
than 15 years.

“We’re very happy to 
sponsor with Chautauqua,” 
Sellstrom said. “We started 
out doing things for the 
Children’s School, but we 
decided that this sponsor-
ship opportunity seemed to 
benefit more people in this 
locale. We’re glad to part-
ner with the institution, and 
we’ll continue to do it as long 
as we can.”

the Johnson Foundation 
was founded after the death 
of John Alfred Johnson, a 
Swedish man who moved 

to Jamestown to stay with 
relatives as a young boy. 
Johnson, who never married 
and who worked as a house 
painter for the majority of 
his life, began investing in 
stocks during his retirement.

He was wildly successful 
in this endeavor. Before his 
death, he worked with his 
attorney (also Carole’s hus-
band) to ensure that a large 
portion of this money would 
be willed to local organiza-
tions in Jamestown, and that 
the rest would be left to es-
tablish the foundation.

to honor Johnson’s legacy, 
much of the Johnson Foun-
dation’s outreach targets or-
ganizations of Swedish and 
Scandinavian origin. the 
Foundation also supports 
other charitable, religious 
and educational organiza-
tions in Chautauqua County.

Jamestown’s Johnson Foundation brings 
Amphitheater to life every Sunday afternoon

1993 documentary to showcase 
Massey Organ after Sacred Song

Mark HayMond
Staff Writer

Dot was wearing an old 
First night Run t-shirt from 
yesteryear, one of several 
she owns. She came down 
to Sports Club to sign up for 
this year’s race. She signed 
Fred up, too, even though he 
won’t be here for the event. 

Dot misses Fred this sum-
mer. She talked about him in 
warm tones of restrained ad-
miration, like a kid talking 
about a friend who couldn’t 
make it back to summer 
camp. 

Fred is 98 years old. Dot and 
Fred attend the same church 
in newton, iowa, and became 
friends when they each lost 
their significant other.

Fred was disappointed 
that he wouldn’t be able to 
compete for a sixth “young 
at heart” trophy. But he’s 
not the kind of guy who 
would let a little thing like 
geographical distance keep 
him from doing something 
he loves — which is why he 
will be here in spirit by par-
ticipating in the Around the 
World Race. 

the Around the World 
Race is a new addition to the 
old First night Run. Folks 
who aren’t going to be in 
town on Aug. 3 can sign up 
online and compete wherev-
er they are. Participants will 
receive an official T-shirt and 
will have their times listed 
on the event’s website, as 
well as in the Daily.  

“We were very glad [for 
the Around the World 
Race],” Dot said. “it’s a fun 
addition. We think it is very 
cool that we could carry on 
the tradition even though he 
couldn’t come. i feel like a 
part of the Chautauqua tra-
dition, and so does he.”

Dot said that sometimes 
she and Fred walk into their 
exercise class to find that not 
only are they both wearing 
old First night t-shirts, but 
the shirts are even from the 
same year.

“We never coordinated,” 
she said with a smile. now 
the pair will have one more 
shirt to “never” coordinate 
when Dot goes home after 
the season ends.

98-year-old to compete 
in OFN Run from Iowa

andrew Manzella
Guest Writer

on thursday night, the 
Chautauqua Symphony or-
chestra, along with Chau-
tauqua’s organist Jared Ja-
cobsen, celebrated the 20th 
anniversary of renovations 
to the massey memorial or-
gan.

At 9:15 p.m. Sunday in the 
Amphitheater, third-gen-
eration Chautauquan and 
videographer Fred Rueckert 
presents a behind-the-scenes 
look at the renovation pro-
cess with a screening of his 
documentary. 

When Chautauqua’s 
slice of musical history, the 
massey organ, underwent 
major renovations in 1992, 
Rueckert decided to docu-
ment the process for his film 
studies at Rochester institute 
of technology, even delaying 

his graduation date by a year 
to film the renovation in its 
entirety. He was a frequent 
visitor to the institution and 
worked on the Amphitheater 
stage crew. 

the original “rough cut” 
of the documentary was a lit-
tle more than an hour long, 
but reactions from Rueck-
ert’s professors prompted 
some edits. the version to be 
screened in the Amphithe-
ater, and offered for sale in 
the Chautauqua Bookstore, 
will be roughly 60 minutes, 
as opposed to the previously 
made-for-Chautauqua cut of 
38 minutes. 

When Rueckert began 
shooting his documentary 
project, his lens was focused 
more on the progress of the 
renovation. After working 
alongside mark Fischer, of 
the Fischer Pipe organ Com-
pany, his angle adapted to fit 
the story.  

“originally, my idea was 
to follow the progression, 
and get Chautauquans’ im-
pressions about how they 
felt about the pipe organ, the 
center of Chautauqua,” said 
Rueckert. “When I finally 
met the Fischers, and found 
that mr. Fischer and his son 
were very open to having 
somebody sticking a camera 
in their faces, i found that 
my story was changing.” 

Rueckert hopes the docu-
mentary piques the curiosity 
of his audience.

“From a filmmaker’s 
standpoint, if there is some-
thing about the film that mo-
tivates a younger person to 
be interested in pipe organs, 
or this particular pipe organ, 
then maybe they’ll be moti-
vated to take a tour,” Rueck-
ert said. “that’s the most im-
portant thing.” 
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Abrahamic Program 
for Young Adults 

APYA will show the Sufi film 
“Bab‘Aziz” at 7 p.m. Mon-
day in the Marion Lawrence 
Room of Hurlbut Church. 
All young adults (ages 14 
to 24) are welcome to join 
for the movie and snacks. 
 
Baptist House 

The Rev. Mark McCallion 
gives a sermon titled “Crime 
and Punishment,’’ based on 
Romans 13:1-7, at the 9:30 
a.m. Sunday service at the 
Baptist House.

McCallion, a graduate of 
Bethel Seminary, is pastor of 
Wesleyville Baptist Church 
in Wesleyville, Pa., and 
serves on the board of trust-
ees of Baptist House.

 
Blessing and Healing  
Daily Service 

The Blessing and Heal-
ing service, sponsored by 
the Department of Religion, 
takes place at 10:15 a.m. 
weekdays in the Randell 
Chapel of the United Church 
of Christ headquarters. We 
join in prayer for healing and 
for our individual needs as 
well as the needs of others. 

 
Chabad Lubavitch  
of Chautauqua 

Join Chabad at 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday in the Everett Jew-
ish Life Center at Chautau-
qua library for a traditional 
Shabbat morning service and 
enjoy a warm and welcom-
ing atmosphere, an inspira-
tional experience and intel-
lectually stimulating insights. 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin leads 
the service. Mendel Vilenkin 
reads this week’s Torah read-
ing Eikev (Deut.7:12) Services 
will be followed by a Kiddush, 
sponsored by Bernice Thaler. 

For Aliyot or Mi Sheber-
achs, call Sol Messinger at 
716-713-8634.

Shabbat ends at 9:32 p.m.
Rabbi Vilenkin will lead a 

discussion on “Kabalah: The 
Big Ten Declassified” at 9:15 
a.m. Monday in the Alumni 
Hall library. This class will 
focus on the Kabalistic under-
standing and interpretation of 
the Ten Commandments. 

The entire community is 
invited to Chaya Vilenkin’s 
Bat Mitzvah celebration at 
4:30 p.m. Aug. 12 in the Ath-
enaeum Hotel Parlor.

 
Chautauqua Catholic  
Community

Daily Mass is celebrated 
at 8:45 a.m. Saturday at the 
Chapel. 

Mass is 5 p.m. Saturday in 
the Hall of Philosophy. Sun-
day Masses are 9:15 a.m. in the 
Hall of Christ and 12:15 p.m. 
in the Hall of Philosophy.

Daily Mass is celebrat-
ed 8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. 
Monday through Friday in 
the Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd. 

Priests in residence this 
week are the Rev. Gregory 
Boyle and the Rev. James 
Hayes. The Rev. Todd 
Remick is spiritual adviser 
of the Chautauqua Catholic 
Community and pastor of St. 
Mary of Lourdes in Mayville 
and Bemus Point, N.Y.

Deacon Ray and Pat De-
fendorf of All Saints Parish, 
Corning, N.Y., are host and 
hostesses at the Catholic 
House. Deanna Bliss of May-
ville is weekend Sacristan. 
 
Chautauqua Dialogues

Chautauqua Dialogues are 
facilitator-led group discus-
sions offered from 3:30 to 5 
p.m. Friday, in various loca-
tions to be announced. There 
is no fee, but registration is re-
quired.  Sign up at the 2 p.m. 
Interfaith Lectures. The focus 
of this week’s conversation is 
“Restorative Justice.”

Christian Science House 
This week’s Bible lesson 

subject is “Truth.” In addition 
to hearing it at the 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday service, you are wel-
come to study it during the 
week in our reading room.

Disciples of Christ 
The Christian Church 

(DOC) celebrates its work 
and presence as part of the 
Chautauqua community 
with Disciples Day, begin-
ning at the 9:30 a.m. Com-
munion service Sunday at 
the headquarters house, 32 
Clark Avenue. The Rev. Sue 

Shadburne Call, pastor of 
Downey Avenue Christian 
Church (DOC), Indianapo-
lis, preaches on “Prayer and 
the Lord’s Prayer,” using the 
text Luke 11:1-13 to explore 
the way Jesus taught his dis-
ciples to pray.

Following the 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday service in the Am-
phitheater, there will be the 
annual Disciples Day Lun-
cheon at Hurlbut Church 
with speaker Joan Brown 
Campbell. Guests may bring 
a lunch or pick up one at the 
lemonade stand just outside 
Hurlbut Church.

Ecumenical Community  
of Chautauqua

Barry Bub will engage us 
in joyful exploration of the 
healthy practices to enhance 
authentic happiness at the 
Brown Bag at noon Monday, 
sponsored by the ECOC at 
the UCC Randell Chapel.

Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

The Rt. Rev. R. William 
Franklin, bishop of the Epis-
copal Diocese of Western 
New York, presides at ser-
vices of Holy Communion 
at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Sunday 
in the Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd at the corner of 
Clark and Park Avenues. The 
Rev. Virginia Carr, vicar of 
the chapel, leads a service of 
sung Compline at 9:30 p.m. 
Sunday in the chapel.

The chapel is open during 
the day for prayer and medi-
tations.

Food Bank Donations 
Hurlbut Church is ac-

cepting non-perishable food 
items for the Ashville Food 
Pantry. Non-perishable food 
donations may be dropped 
off at any time at the Scott 
Avenue entrance of the 
church.

Hebrew Congregation 
The Hebrew Congrega-

tion holds Shabbat Services 
at 9:30 a.m. Saturday in 
the sanctuary of Hurlbut 
Church. Rabbi Susan Stone, 
chaplain of Cleveland Clinic 
Hospital, leads services. Ser-
vices will be followed by a 
Kiddush lunch.

Hurlbut Memorial Community 
Church 

A service of meditation, 
scriptures, songs, prayers 
and communion is from 8:30 
to 9:15 a.m. Sunday at Hurl-
but Church, located on the 
corner of Scott and Pratt Av-
enues.

Hurlbut Church’s lemon-
ade stand serves coffee, lem-
onade, iced tea, a variety of 
sweet rolls, grilled hot dogs, 
hamburgers and Italian sau-
sages from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday on the sidewalk in 
front of the church. 

Hurlbut Church serves 
lunch from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 
p.m. weekdays, and dinner 
from 5 to 7 p.m. each Thurs-
day evening during the sea-
son. 

The weekday lunches of-
fer a choice of homemade 
soup and sandwich, soup 
and salad, turkey salad plate, 
fresh fruit plate, veggie wrap 
or a special-of-the-day — ei-
ther quiche, taco salad or 
crab salad. All lunches are 
served with a beverage and 
a freshly baked cookie for $7. 
All proceeds from the meals 
benefit the mission and min-
istries of the Hurlbut Church.

International Order of the 
King’s Daughters and Sons

The Ida A. Vanderbeck Cha-
pel on Pratt Avenue is open for 
prayer and meditation from 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. The Interna-
tional Order of King’s Daughters 
and Sons owns the chapel, which 
was built in the early 1960s.

Labyrinth 
Chautauquans can learn 

about and walk the laby-
rinth during the 2013 Season. 
Sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Religion, an orien-
tation is presented at 7 p.m. 
every Monday throughout 
the season. 

Located next to Turner 
Community Center, the 
Chautauqua labyrinth is ac-
cessible though the commu-
nity center or through the 
parking lot, if arriving via 
state Route 394. Remember 
your gate ticket. 
Lutheran House

The Rev. Mark Solyst, 
pastor at English Lutheran 
Church, La Crosse, Wis., pre-
sides at the 9:30 a.m. Service 
of Holy Communion Sunday 
at the Lutheran House at the 
corner of Peck and Clark 
Avenues. Anita Ferguson of 
Pompano Beach, Fla., is the 
accompanist. 
Presbyterian House 

The Rev. Susan Andrews, 
general presbyter of the 
Hudson River Presbytery in 
Scarborough, N.Y., and the 
Rev. Sim Gardner, director 
of Pastoral Care at Lawrence 
Hospital, Bronxville, N.Y., 
are co-chaplains this week. 
Andrews preaches on “Who 
is in Prison” at the 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday service in the Pres-
byterian House chapel. The 
sermon is taken from Luke 
4:14-21. 

All Chautauquans are 
welcomed to the Presbyte-
rian House for coffee, hot 
chocolate and lemonade each 
weekday morning between 
morning worship and the 
morning lecture. 
Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers)

The Religious Society of 
Friends, Quakers, meets for 
worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
in the Octagon Building on 
the corner of Cookman and 
Wythe Avenues. 
Unitarian Universalist  
Fellowship 

The Rev. Kate Walker, 
minister of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Al-
exandria, Va., speaks on the 

topic “Wild Justice” at the 
9:30 a.m. Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship meeting 
Sunday in the Hall of Phi-
losophy. Coffee and cook-
ies follow the service.  Reli-
gious education for children 
ages 4 to 12 is provided 
during the service at the 
Unitarian House at 6 Bliss. 
A conversation with the min-
ister is held at 9:15 a.m. Mon-
day at the Unitarian House. 

United Church of Christ 
The Rev. J. Lee Hill, Jr., se-

nior pastor of the Christian 
Fellowship Congregational 
Church, San Diego, leads 
the 8:45 a.m. Sunday wor-
ship service in the Randell 
Chapel at the UCC Head-
quarters. A light continental 
breakfast reception will fol-
low worship.

Hill came to Chautauqua 
Institution for the first time 
as a member of the 2012 New 
Clergy Conference.

United Methodist 
The United Methodist 

House celebrates 125 years 
at Chautauqua by welcom-
ing the Rev. Richard P. Heit-
zenrater, who will lead the 
9:30 a.m. Sunday worship 
at in the United Methodist 
Chapel. His sermon is titled 
“Great Expectations.” 

Coffee is served on the 
porch between the morning 
worship and the morning 
lecture each weekday.

Come share lunch and a 
chaplain’s chat at noon Tues-
day on our porch. Stop by the 
house or call 716-357-2055 by 
Monday to preorder your 
lunch from Hurlbut Church.

Unity of Chautauqua 
Unity of Chautauqua wel-

comes the Rev. Sharon Ket-
chum of Kitchener, Ontario, 
to lead the 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
service in the Hall of Mis-
sions. Her message is titled 
“The Path of the Rising Sun.”

Ketchum has been the 
minister at Unity Kitchener 
in Ontario for the past 14 
years. 

Unity holds a “Daily 
Word” meditation at 8 a.m. 
weekdays in the Hall of Mis-
sions.

Interfaith News
Compiled by Meg Viehe
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Property Owner Voter Designation

The undersigned, being the majority owners of

INSERT CHAUTAUQUA ADDRESS

in Chautauqua Institution, hereby designate 

INSERT PROPERTY OWNER’S NAME

as the owner authorized to vote at the annual or any special meeting 
of Chautauqua Institution pursuant to Section 4 of the Chautauqua 
Institution charter.

PRINT NAME HERE

SIGN HERE   (PROPERTY OWNER)

PRINT NAME HERE

SIGN HERE   (PROPERTY OWNER)

PRINT NAME HERE

SIGN HERE   (PROPERTY OWNER)

PRINT NAME HERE

SIGN HERE   (PROPERTY OWNER)

The designation must be filed with the secretary of Chautauqua Institution:

 Rindy Barmore
 Secretary, Chautauqua Institution
 P.O. Box 28
 Chautauqua, NY 14722
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Annual Corporation Meeting Voter Designation

In order to adhere to the Chautauqua Institution By-Laws 
and the original Charter of the Chautauqua Institution, qualified 
members (property owners) of Chautauqua are eligible to vote at 
the Annual Corporation meeting in August. If a property is owned 
by more than one member, then the members who own the 
property must designate the member who shall have the voting 
rights to that property. The voter designation below must be 
signed by a majority, in interest, of the owners of a lot or house 
and filed with the Secretary of the Corporation, Rindy Barmore. 
If the home is owned by a trust or a corporation, officers of the 
corporation or trust must designate a voter. If the property is 
owned by one owner, no voter designation is required. If you 
have completed a voter designation form in the past and the 
ownership has not changed, you do not need to fill out a new 
voter designation form.

The Corporation Meeting will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 10, 2013, in the Hall of Philosophy. At which time, the 
corporation will review the Institution’s financial statements and 
elect corporation members to the Board of Trustees.

Please file your voter designation by Monday, Aug. 6. 
Additional voter designations may be found at the information 
desk in the Colonnade.

Other Puzzles On PAge C6



Cameras/reCording equipment
The possession and/or use of cameras or recording devices 
in all Chautauqua Institution performance facilities, including 
the Amphi theater, Bratton Theater, Norton Hall, Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall, Smith Wilkes Hall and Hall of Philosophy, are 
prohibited except by authorized press and personnel.

   » on the grounds

“It’s exciting to have 
somebody that I haven’t 
talked to about my work 
show interest in it,” said 
Harki, who had never sold a 
piece professionally before. 
“Because I didn’t know the 
people who bought it, I felt 
it was a true reaction to my 
work. I was excited some-
body wanted to have it in 
their home.”

Out of 170 individual 
pieces of art for sale at the 
Annual Student Exhibition, 
Harki’s was one of more than 
60 that sold at the opening 
reception on July 21. Ceram-

ic works have overwhelm-
ingly sold the most so far, 
with paintings in a distant 
second. Patrons can contin-
ue to buy student art at the 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center 
through Aug. 1. 

Lisa Franko is the only 
student specifically study-
ing printmaking at the 
School of Art this season. 
When she was getting ready 
for the student exhibition, 
she turned to the other art-
ists to help price her work. 
She used zinc plates and 
printed overtop scrap pa-
per, which made each print 

one of a kind. If a print-
maker used a woodblock on 
paper and printed the same 
image multiple times, then 
that print would be worth 
less.

“It’s not really uncom-
fortable [to price a work],” 
Franko said, “but it’s an as-
pect of being a professional 
artist that you have to take 
into consideration.”  

Chautauquan Bob Hop-
per purchased one of 
Franko’s prints and a self-
portrait photograph by 
Stephanie Wademan for a 
combined $300.

“When you buy things 
from the students,” Hopper 
said, “they’re around. You 
get to meet them and look 
around their studios.”

He met Wademan, 
whose body was still cov-
ered in the henna tattoos 
she designed for her self-
portrait, at the student ex-
hibition’s opening. Hopper 
has purchased work from 

the Annual Student Exhibi-
tion for the past 10 years. 
He keeps some work on 
the grounds and some at 
his home in Virginia. He 
jokes that his wife is upset 
with how much art he buys 
because they’re running 
out of room to hang it. But 
Hopper loves to support the 
Visual Arts at Chautauqua 
Institution. This year, he 
donated stained glass for a 
sculpture by Collin Everett. 
The sculpture looked like a 
painting, until it was illu-
minated and the shadow of 
a violin could be seen cast 
against the wall behind it.

Kris Hermance pur-
chased several paintings 
from the student exhibi-
tion, including a nightscape 
by Gus Wheeler and a land-
scape of trees dappled with 
sunlight by Paige Stewart. 
Hermance has purchased 
VACI student art for the 
past six or seven years and 
often buys pieces as gifts. 

But she said the Wheeler 
piece will probably stay in 
her own home, because she 
and her husband were so 
taken with it.

“I really believe in this 
program,” Hermance said, 
“and I believe in the stu-
dents. If you can support 
them by purchasing work, 
you should.”

Paige Stewart has sold her 
paintings online, but this is 
the first time she has sold 
them in a gallery. The work 
she has on display at Fowler-
Kellogg comes with a higher 
price tag than her online 
work, which she said will al-
low her to buy more supplies 
for future paintings.

Throughout the course of 
her art education, Stewart 
said she never had a men-
tor to guide her through the 
gray area where art meets 
commerce.

“We had [Judy Barie, di-
rector of galleries] come 
around and help us with 
how much the size of a 
work would impact its cost,” 
Stewart said. “But then you 
also have this personal con-
nection to it, so it’s kind of 
strange to give it a dollar 
amount.”    

Harki said she also feels 
attached to her work be-
cause of all the time she has 
put into it. But she’s focused 
on her next goal of setting 
up a studio near West Vir-
ginia’s Fairmont State Uni-
versity, from which she just 
graduated. 

“I’d rather others appre-
ciate my work,” Harki said, 
“because my house isn’t big 
enough to hold onto every-
thing. Plus, I’d like to have 
my work out there and talk-
ed about.” 
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Student artists become professionals, 
sell work from Fowler-Kellogg Exhibition

Benjamin hoste | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Left: Attendees of the Chautauqua School of Art’s Annual Student Exhibition discuss an untitled piece by ceramics student Emily Harki, a piece that sold for for $1,000. The exhibition runs through 
Thursday at Fowler-Kellogg Art Center. Right: A viewer admires a painting by Sara Weininger displayed in the Gallo Gallery on the second floor of Fowler-Kellogg Art Center.

In an untitled piece, ceramics student Emily Harki 
attached crumpled squares of porcelain to several 
long wires, which she twisted into curls and drilled 
into two white wooden panels. Harki’s monochro-

matic piece, which measures the size of a small billboard, 
sold for $1,000 at the Chautauqua School of Art Annual 
Student Exhibition. It’s the most expensive sale from the 
student art show so far.

paige cooperstein | Staff Writer
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L i t E r a r y  a r t s

kelsey burritt
Staff Writer

Finding a word or a 
phrase to describe Chautau-
qua is one thing, but finding 
a way to fit an entire season 
at Chautauqua between the 
covers of a book is another 
thing entirely. Every year for 
the past 10 years, it has been 
the goal of the Chautauqua lit-
erary journal to accomplish 
just that.

Like many operations at 
the institution, the bulk of 
the work for the Chautauqua 
literary journal happens in 
the off-season. However, 
Chautauqua is not actually 
made in Chautauqua. the 
literary journal, which pro-
duced its 10th issue this 
past May, is created almost 
entirely at the University of 
North Carolina Wilmington.

at UNC Wilmington, un-
dergraduate and graduate 
students collaborate to create 
the journal under the guid-
ance of its co-editors, hus-
band and wife Philip and Jill 
Gerard.

“as a child and young 
adult, i always thought 
[Chautauqua] was a place 
for people with more money 
than we had,” Jill said. “But 
at least once a summer, we 
would come on a sunday. 
When Philip and i got mar-
ried, we wanted a place we 
both loved that would be 
convenient for our fami-
lies too … right before the 
wedding ceremony, Diana 
Hume George asked if we’d 
be interested in taking on 
the editing of the journal. Of 
course, we said yes.”

the Gerards did not hesi-
tate to include their students 
in the work. At first, the 
journal was created by only 
a small group of volunteers, 
but it eventually officially 
established itself as a course 
at UNC Wilmington. there 
are approximately 12 stu-
dents in the class each year, 
and many re-enroll the next 
year. Jill said they are always 
forced to turn students away.

Erica sklar is a Master 
of Fine arts candidate at 
UNC Wilmington, and she 
returned this summer for 
her second season on the 
grounds. she said she did 
not know of another aca-
demic literary journal that 
offered undergraduates such 

an active role in its produc-
tion process. sklar praised 
the Gerards for giving each 
student such a thorough ex-
perience.

“they are probably the 
kindest humans on the plan-
et,” Sklar said. “They’re very 
firm — in terms of what their 
expectations are, how good 
they want the journal to be, 
what standards they want 
to uphold — but they’re also 
incredibly generous. they 
want everyone to have a sim-
ilar experience.”

Out of the 12 students in 
the class, traditionally two stu-
dents are chosen every sum-
mer to intern on the grounds. 
One works for the Writers’ 
Festival and stays through 
Week One, and the other re-
mains through Week two.

Dina Greenberg, an MFa 
candidate at UNC Wilm-
ington and an intern for 
Chautauqua, came to the in-
stitution for the first time 
earlier this season. she said 
that when the Gerards took 
the reins of the journal, they 
carried it to another level.

“Before, it was primar-
ily based in Chautauqua and 
about Chautauqua — a lot of 
the writing came from Chau-
tauquans,” Greenberg said. 
“What Jill and Philip did was 
really open it up and start to 
get submissions from people 
all over the country, but still 
maintaining the Chautauqua 
values.”

the journal is structured 
around four categories, 
based on the four pillars of 
the institution: the life at lei-
sure, the life in art, the life of 
the spirit and life lessons. as 
an added challenge, each is-
sue has a broader, overarch-
ing theme. the theme for the 
most recent issue was “Jour-
neys & Pilgrimages.”

“[the themes] are very 
broadly conceived,” sklar 
said. “there might be a road 
trip story, but there might 
be a journey of the soul, to 
some extent. It’s really about 
the spiritual journey that 
somebody went on, and 
that really speaks to what it 
means to be here [at Chau-
tauqua], i think.”

the journal features no-
table authors who have in 
some way contributed to the 
Institution’s literary arts pro-
gramming: Margaret Gibson 

and scott russell sanders, 
both of whom taught at the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Fes-
tival earlier this summer, 
and todd Davis, who led the 
Writers’ Center poetry work-
shop during Week Five, for 
example.

at the same time, the 
journal spotlights new and 
lesser-known voices. sklar 
said that although many jour-
nals largely solicit their work, 
those who work for Chau-
tauqua take the time to read 
through what is commonly 
referred to as the “slush pile,” 
or the submissions from the 
general public. With their lat-
est issue, they started a sec-
tion to support young voices, 
featuring the work of begin-
ning writers between the ages 
of 12 and 18. 

“New and emerging writ-
ers need a place that values 
their voices, that celebrates 
their voices,” Jill said.  “i think 
making sure there is space — 
actually making a space that 
is just for those new voices — 
is important. it is part of that 
notion of community, and i 
think it is what society needs 
to do, generally.”  

the groups give students 

a role in all aspects of the 
journal, from editing to mar-
keting to cover design. Per-
haps the most daunting task 
is choosing the content that 
will appear in the journal. 
Each submission is read by 
at least three separate read-
ers, who must then discuss 
the quality of the work and 
whether it fits that issue’s 
specific theme and the broad-
er values of Chautauqua.

that can prove a harrow-
ing task for students who 
have never been to the insti-
tution before. the Gerards 
show their students the 
WNED documentary “Chau-
tauqua: an american Narra-
tive,” and a few interns who 
have visited the grounds 
share their stories.

“i had never heard of 
Chautauqua, but after the 
first class I was on the phone 
telling my parents that we 
had to go,” said tori Chester, 
a rising senior at UNC Wilm-
ington, who worked on the 
journal this past academic 
year. “it sounds like a safe 
haven for learning without 
judgment; I believe it’s calm 
and peaceful and filled with 
many interesting people.”

savannah Zeches, an-
other rising senior at UNC 
Wilmington, originally en-
rolled in the Chautauqua 
journal course just to fulfill 
a requirement. she ended 
up taking the class for a sec-
ond semester and traveled to 
Chautauqua last summer to 
work at the Writers’ Festival. 
after her experience with 
the journal, she began enter-
taining the notion of making 
publishing and editing her 
profession.

“actually getting to go to 
the grounds during the Writ-
ers’ Festival was an amazing 
opportunity,” Zeches said. 
“to actually see the wonder-
ful old buildings and houses 
and experience the atmo-
sphere of the lake and sur-
rounding area brought me 
that one step closer to the 
history of the journal and in-
stitution.”

Jill knows the experience 
of working on the journal 
and visiting the grounds can 
be life-changing for her stu-
dents. Her dream, she said, 
is to send more students to 
the institution for a longer 
period of time to study, teach 
and interact with the com-

munity — much in the same 
way that the art, music and 
theater students do.

The first goal, however, 
is to muster a larger follow-
ing for the journal on the 
grounds. although there 
have been 10 issues pro-
duced, Jill fears that many 
Chautauquans do not know 
about the journal.

“i think those that are fa-
miliar with the journal really 
value and support it,” she 
said. “it has been a challenge 
to get it into readers’ hands 
on the grounds.”

thinking about expansion 
in the future, Jill wondered 
about the journal collaborat-
ing with the Chautauqua Lit-
erary and Scientific Circle, or 
inspiring reading circles that 
might discuss it during the 
season.

“i think the journal wants 
to be an integrated compo-
nent of the Literary arts 
Center,” Greenberg said. “i 
think it wants to … reflect 
Chautauqua values. it wants 
to inspire people to both read 
— read what’s in the journal 
— and to go ahead and write 
their own impressions of 
what they experience here.”

‘Chautauqua’ literary journal captures a season between covers

KATIE McLEAN | Staff PhotograPher

The Chautauqua literary journal, produced largely at the University of North Carolina Wilmington, published its 10th issue this past May. 
The journal showcases work by voices young and old, authors established and unknown. In addition to its overarching theme, “Journeys 
& Pilgrimages,” the journal’s content reflects the four pillars of Chautauqua: art, education, recreation, and religion. Husband and wife 
Phil and Jill Gerard co-edit the journal, leading a class of roughly fifteen undergraduate and graduate students who read submissions as 
well as design, edit and market the final product. 



Noon. Sunday, July 21. Tickets. Hot dogs. Potato salad. Baked beans. Lemonade. Watermelon. Relish. 
Onions. Ketchup. Mustard. Forks. Spoons. Knives. Dessert. Thursday Morning Brass. Silent Auction. 

Face painting. Book sale. Carnival games. Prizes. Fortune teller. Good company. Conversation. 
Fair weather. Friends. Family. Alumni Hall Lawn. St. Paul’s Grove. Chautauqua. New York. America.

This is The CLSC Alumni Association’s Great American Picnic of the 2013 Season.

photographs by Benjamin Hoste

A greAt (AmericAn) picnic
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L i t E r a r y  a r t s

kelsey burritt
Staff Writer

Late on a tuesday morn-
ing, the second floor of 
alumni Hall echoed with 
the voices of students in 
workshop. One voice asked 
about power dynamics in a 
scene, another commented 
on what worked well with 
the writer’s language. turn-
ing the corner into the Ball-
room, seven kids between 
the ages of 12 and 15 could 
be seen gathered around a 
table, poring over their latest 
work.

It was the second day of 
a weeklong youth writing 
program that traveled the 
grounds this past week — 
from workshops in Alumni 
Hall, to nature and poetry 
writing in the south End 
Ravine, to a peek into fea-
ture writing at the offices of 
The Chautauquan Daily. the 
small, enthusiastic group 
was the first to experience 
the program, a new all-day 
Special Studies course for 
kids, offered as an alterna-
tive to Boys’ and Girls’ Club.

“We’re trying to build 
more youth programs, be-
cause kids … are looking 
for some things to do intel-
lectually rather than Club 
activities,” said teresa ad-
ams, assistant director of 
the institution’s Department 
of Education and director of 
special studies. “We hold a 
Writers’ Festival for adults, 
and i thought, ‘Why couldn’t 
we do something like that 
for the youth?’ ”

the camp was billed as a 
stress-free, nonjudgmental 
zone, in which kids could 
feel free to be creative in an 
open, positive environment.

Camp days were broken 
off into special sessions with 
professional writers. Elysha 
O’Brien led a workshop on 
fantasy writing, Sue Weav-
er talked about nature and 
poetry writing and Chau-
tauqua theater Company 
playwright Colin McKenna 
taught a segment on play-
writing called “the World is 
a Text.”

Kathleen Jones, a Master 
of Fine Arts candidate in po-
etry writing at the University 
of North Carolina Wilming-
ton, traveled to Chautauqua 
for the first time this season; 
she worked as an intern for 

the program. Jones helped 
the kids from one writing 
activity to the next, and she 
also facilitated free time for 
the students to polish their 
writing and choose pieces 
for the week’s final product: 
a journal of the students’ 
work.

Jones will return to UNC 
Wilmington and design the 
journal in the university’s 
publishing lab, and the par-
ticipants should have the 
final product in their hands 
within the next month.

Jones, who worked with 
kids before returning to 
school for her graduate de-
gree, said she was not sur-
prised by the quality of work 
they were producing.

“A lot of them can defi-
nitely write pretty quickly,” 
Jones said. “it’s only the mid-
dle of the second day, and a 
lot of them have been taking 
their ideas very seriously 
and fleshing them out.”

twelve-year-old Kath-
erine schultze, who lives 

year-round in Chautauqua, 
relished the opportunity to 
attend the camp, lamenting 
the little time in school de-
voted to writing. Her favor-
ite genre is fantasy.

“it intrigues me more, be-
cause you can make up any-
thing,” schultze said. “the 
one i’m writing now, it’s 
about a girl named Clara. … 
I haven’t finished it yet, but 
she has a bracelet, and they 
get trapped in this magical 
world, and so her bracelet 
will help her find her way 
out.”

tessa Juliano is a 14-year-
old from Pittsburgh who has 
been coming to the institu-
tion since she was born. she 
has started writing four or 
five books, but she has not 
yet finished one. Her latest 
work finds the heroine es-

caping a terrible fire that has 
incinerated her entire town 
and is spreading throughout 
the country.

twelve-year-old Viv-
ian Hunt, from Buffalo, N.Y., 
also tends to prefer fantasy 
writing. This is Hunt’s first 
summer in Chautauqua, and 
while she took a cooking 
class a few weeks ago, she 
said the writing camp has 
been her favorite part of her 
summer thus far. After all, 
Hunt wants to be a novelist.

“In fantasy, you can really 
explore new things,” Hunt 
said. “We went to the [south 
End ravine] and described 
what we felt when we were 
there, what we saw, what we 
heard. We pretended we’d 
never seen a baseball before, 
and we had to describe that.”

David Han, a 14 year old 
who is also from Pittsburgh, 
aspires to be a science writer. 
While the class waited to 
have photos taken to be put 
into the journal, Han fol-
lowed what he surmised to 
be a jumping spider crawl 
under the panel of a door-
frame. 

“i like writing about the 
experiences of being outside, 

and what i can observe,” 
Han said. “i’ve always loved 
to write realistic fiction or 
nonfiction.”

Han learned from his 
mother, a cell biologist, 
about the rift between what 
is researched and discovered 
in the different fields of sci-
ence and what is reported to 
the general public.

“There’s kind of a gap of 
knowledge,” Han said. “i 
think that there could be a 
lot more potential in citizen 
science … if the gap was 
closed. i think it’s important 
to have science writers that 
help the public, kind of like 
the National Geographic. and 
i like writing as a way to 
communicate to people.”

For young writers, camp an exciting alternative to Boys’ and Girls’ Club

Brian Smith | Staff PhotograPher
Students in the Chautauqua Youth Writing Camp sit in front of the Athenaeum Hotel on Wednesday. The young writers explored the Chautauqua grounds, learning about 
different forms of writing throughout their week in camp.

Listen to the audio
accompanying this story at chqdaily.com

Questions?
A group of Chautauquans 
has volunteered to help 
answer questions from 
visitors to the Institution 
and will be available at 
different locations around 
the grounds on weekends 
and at the beginning of 
the week. “Drive through” 
stations at the two Main 
Gate entrances 2–5 p.m. 
Saturdays will be set up 
to assist those searching 
for their on-grounds 
accommodations. 
Assistance is available 
from volunteers, wearing 
green aprons, stationed 
around Bestor Plaza from 
12 to 4 p.m. Sundays and 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. and 12 
to 2 p.m. Mondays and 
Tuesdays. 

   » on the grounds
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C o m m u n i t y

P
age 5 of the July 4, 1957, issue of The Chautauquan 
Daily features a cartoon titled “the Changing 
Scene.” There are two panels, the first of which 
depicts a scene from 1907 — a family of six is about 

to sit down to dinner: a maw, a paw, one daughter and three 
sons. But the heat is unbearable, and a general air of disar-
ray characterizes the scene.  

one son said, “i’m going down in the cellar.” Another 
son, who had just come inside, said, “Guess what, paw — 
it’s a hundred an’ two outside!!” the third son said he didn’t 
want to eat. the father yelled “QuiEt!” and wiped his head 
with a bandanna. the mother, dripping with sweat, fanned 
herself. the daughter, the youngest of the group, sat quietly 
with a concerned look on her face.

the second panel was labeled 1957, and a caption read, 
“LP-gas air conditioning makes dining a pleasure.” in this 
scene, there is a family of three and a happy dog. the dog 
looks out a window and sees the father returning home in a 
suit. He mops his head and carries his jacket; the sun blazes 
behind him. 

inside, the mother and daughter stand by the dinner 
table, waiting for the man to arrive. Everything is symmetri-
cal — eight framed images, hanging in perfect pairs on the 
wall; a neat, square table, four straight-back chairs arranged 
around it. 

For all appearances, the world of 1957 was a much better 
and cleaner world than that of 1907. Air conditioning can 
make just such a difference.

But it wasn’t just air conditioning; it was modernization. 
Further down on Page 5 is an article titled “top moderniza-
tion Jobs Come in Packages, too.” the article aimed to help 
people who were in the process of remodeling old homes.

the article cited a case in Chicago. A homeowner, mary 
F. Radcliffe, called in a modernization firm to install new 
siding on a 70-year-old home. the modernization contractor 
agreed with the selection of new, insulated siding. But he 
told her to consider how out of place the old windows and 
old-fashioned porch would look up against the new siding.

“Mrs. Radcliffe yielded to the logic of the situation,” the 

article indicated. “She decided to do the whole job at once. 
She’s happy that she did.”

the Daily reported on “new mellow tones in Furniture 
Finishes.” In fact, the kind of wood did not make a differ-
ence any more. Featured at a Chicago furniture show earlier 
that spring were “beautiful finishes on the new furniture 
[which] had such names as allspice, buttner, bisque, umber 
and sable — subtle shades of brown, from amber to pale 
beige. many customers are more interested in the color of 
furniture than in the kind of wood used.” 

there were technical advancements in the art of mak-
ing furniture, making possible “the exquisite coloring and 
durable quality of today’s furniture finishes.”

in the July 4 issue of the Daily, an article was titled “tele-
type machine Sends news of moment to Chautauquans.” 
The story went on to say, “Unseen fingers flick the keys that 
send the news of the world to Chautauqua via the wires of 
the united Press Wire Service.”

Located inside the entrance to the Colonnade, just be-

yond the telephone booths, the teletype would be operating 
daily from 9 a.m. to 10:30 p.m., bringing “minute by minute 
accounts of news, both foreign and domestic” and would 
feature “state and local news, in addition to sporting and 
general news.”

of special interest to Chautauquans would be weather 
reports, including “the quickest means available for the 
flashing of storm warnings that may arise.” All of the news 
would be dispatched directly from united Press headquar-
ters in New York City, where a “large and capable staff 
gathers and coordinates the news that is sent out across the 
nation.”

As notices came off the wire, they would be posted on a 
bulletin board next to the machine. 

“the service provided by the institution brings the news 
of the world, nation and state to Chautauqua in readable up 
to the minute form and keeps both residents and visitors 
accurately informed of the days news and events,” the Daily 
read.

In the same issue of the paper, film buffs would take spe-
cial pleasure in Higgins Hall, not only for the selection of 
pictures this season, but also for the “further modernization 
of the projection equipment, making possible a much more 
brilliantly lighted picture.”

There would be greater clarity, depth and finer quality of 
color. thanks to these improvements,  “motion pictures in 
‘Vista Vision’ [Paramount Pictures Corp.] will be shown this 
summer, as well as the CinemaScope and Wide-Screen pic-
tures produced by 20th Century-Fox, Disney Studios, metro 
Goldwyn mayer, Warner Bros., and others.”

In the first weekend of July 1957, the Grand Theater in 
Westfield, N.Y., would screen Darryl F. Zanuck’s “Island in 
the Sun,” which was based on a novel of the same name by 
Alec Waugh. The film was released by 20th Century-Fox, 
with color by DeLuxe, the advertisement read. 

And if that wasn’t enough to attract a modern audience, 
the theater was “Healthfully Air-Conditioned.”

kelsey burritt
Staff Writer

When former congress-
woman Gabrielle Giffords 
was shot at her local super-
market, poet Geraldine Con-
nolly’s first response was to 
turn to writing. 

She and a friend, poet Rita 
magdaleno, taught a course 
at the university of Arizona 
Poetry Center titled Poetry 
of Healing, which she will 
use as a model for the work-
shop she will teach this week 
at Chautauqua institution.

Connolly, a regular poet- 
in-residence at the institu-
tion, first started teaching 
at the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center in the 1990s. Laura 
Kasischke, this week’s prose 
writer in residence, is also 
a veteran workshop leader 
at Chautauqua, having first 
visited 15 years ago. Con-

nolly will lead a workshop 
called “the Poetry of Heal-
ing” and Kasischke will lead 
a workshop called “tapping 
the Well for Short-Short Sto-
ries.” 

Connolly, the author of 
three books of poetry, has 
received the W.B. yeats Po-
etry Award and two creative 
writing fellowships from the 
national Endowment for the 
Arts. Kasischke has written 
eight novels and eight books 
of poetry, and she received 
the national Book Critics 
Circle Award for her latest 
poetry collection, Space, In 
Chains. She teaches in the 
mFA program at the univer-
sity of michigan. 

“All human beings suf-
fer,” Connolly said. “it’s part 
of the human condition. We 
need to stay awake to our 
feelings and bear witness to 
them. Poetry can offer us a 

way to do that.”
Connolly finds it extreme-

ly gratifying to teach a work-
shop in which she helps oth-
ers to heal, and in the process 
often finds that it can help 
her manage her own suffer-
ing and vulnerability. orga-
nizing her feelings on a page 
and polishing them into a 
work of art, she said, can be 

incredibly relieving.
“i always advise putting 

away first drafts for three 
or four weeks, forgetting 
we have written them and 
then coming back with a set 
of fresh eyes,” she said. “So 
… when we first experience 
a sadness, we need to put it 
away for awhile then come 
back and try to understand it 

gradually.”
Kasischke plans to help 

her students overcome anxi-
ety about writing through 
short and intense writing 
exercises. She encourages 
“freewriting,” in which stu-
dents must keep their pens 
moving for five, 10, some-
times 15 minutes without 
stopping — no chewing on 
pens or looking out the win-
dow allowed. 

“they think they’re going 
to write garbage,” Kasischke 
said, “but then what they of-
ten end up doing is writing 
stuff that is the best they’ve 
ever written, that just com-
pletely surprises them — 
and they didn’t know they 
had it in them because they 
hadn’t had the chance to get 
all analytical and perfection-
ist and censor themselves.”

Although students will be 
permitted to bring in outside 

work, Kasischke will focus 
on generating new material 
to write stories in the future. 
She will proctor exercises 
each day and give home-
work each night, forcing her 
students to tap into their 
subconscious, sift through 
memory and sensory details 
and surprise themselves 
with what they might dis-
cover. 

Kasischke is keenly aware 
of how lonely a venture writ-
ing can be, and so she values 
the workshop at Chautauqua 
as a space to “recharge the 
writing battery.”

“When i hit a wall with 
my own writing, or when i 
start to despair of what is the 
point of this, it’s good for me 
to be with a group of people 
who are struggling to write 
as well,” she said, “and to re-
member what a fun activity 
it can be.”

connolly kasischke

Week Six workshops to focus on healing, generating material

Modernization: a term for everything that is good

The Daily Record
Column by george cooper

VIEW THE VIDEO
accompanying this story at chqdaily.com
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Chautauqua Institution—Special Studies 
 

Class Listings For Week Six, July 29 - August 2 
 

Register at any Ticket Window or by calling 716-357-6250 
 

FULLY ENROLLED: 
 

100 Adult Ceramics, 501 Editing Digital Photographs, 1300 Gentle Yoga, 2104 Optimist Sailing,  
2108 Adult Sailing, 2217 Tapping the Well for Short-Short Stories, 

 
CANCELLATIONS: 

 

1967 Film Villains We Love To Hate 
CHANGES: 

NOTE: Course fee changes for 225 Watercolor and Collage Workshop now $32 

CONSULT CATALOG FOR COMPLETE 
COURSE  

DESCRIPTIONS AND FEE.  
 

CATALOGS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE MAIN 
GATE, COLONNADE, AND OTHER   

LOCATIONS. 
 

If you attend a class in Turner Community  
Center, bring your gate pass. 

ART 
101 High School & Adult Ceramics  (ages 15 & up): M-F, 
1:30-4:30 p.m., Arts Quad, Ceramics Studio.  
102 Life Drawing (ages 18 & up): M-F, 9:00-10:30 a.m., 
Art School Annex.  
105-106 Young Artists (ages 6-8): M-F, 8:30-10:00 a.m., 
(ages 9-11): M-F, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 204. 
107 Young Artists (ages 12-14): M-F, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 
Turner, Rm. 202. 213 Chuck Close: Portraits in Pixels 
(ages 15 & up):M-Th, 9:00-10:15 a.m., Turner, Rm. 106. 
225 Watercolor and Collage Workshop (ages15 & up):M-
W, 1:00-4:00 p.m., Pier Building Classroom.   
226 Painting With Pastel (ages 16 & up):Tu-F, 1:00-4:00 
p.m., Turner, Rm. 106. 
 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT & YOUTH SKILLS 
300 Music For Babies and Toddlers (ages 3 mos.-3 yrs. w/ 
caregiver present): M, W, F, 9:45-:10:30 a.m., Hall of Edu-
cation (Sheldon), Rm. 201. 301 Healthy Mind, Healthy 
Body: Yoga for Kids (ages 4-8): M, W, F, 4:15-5:00 p.m., 
Heinz Fitness Rm. 2. 318 Sing, Play and Dance The Day 
Away (ages 6-11): M-F, 1:00-4:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 208. 
321 Beyond the Lemonade Stand: Youth Enterprises 
Build Real Businesses (ages 12-25): W-F, 1:00-2:15 p.m., 
Hall of Education, Rm. 202. 322 PSAT/SAT Math Work-
shop (ages 14 & up): M-F, 2:00-3:15 p.m., Hultquist 201B. 
323 Vocal Audition Workshop for Teens (ages 12-18):M-
F, 3:30-5:00 p.m., Hurlbut Church Sanctuary.  
324 Good Things Come In Small Packages (ages 9-12):M-
W, 4:00-5:30 p.m., Turner, Rm. 205.  
325 Teen Authors-Creative Writing (ages 10-15):M-F, 
4:00-5:30 p.m., Alumni Hall Poetry Rm.  
 
COMPUTER 
500 Getting Started With Your IPad Or IPhone (Level I) 
(ages 17 & up): M-F, 8:55-10:10 a.m., or 2:00-3:15 p.m., 
Turner, Rm. 101. 502 Creating Multimedia Presentations 
Using Microsoft Power-Point 2010 (ages 17 & up): M-F, 
12:30-1:45 a.m., Hurlbut Church, Rm. 3.  
 503 Doing More With Your IPad (Level II)(ages 17 & 
up): M-F, 12:30-1:45 p.m., or, 3:30-4:45 p.m., Turner, Rm. 
101. 504 Ipad Max  (ages 9-16): M-F, 10:25-11:40 a.m., 
Turner, Rm. 101. 505 Introduction To Robotics For 
Young Inventors (ages 7-10): M-F, 10:45 a.m.– 12:00 p.m., 
Hurlbut Church, Rm. 1. 506 Discover 3D Animation With 
Carnegie Mellon University’s Alice (ages 10-16): M-F, 
10:45 a.m.– 12:00 p.m., Hurlbut Church, Rm. 3.  
 507 Robotics I&II (ages 10-16): M-F, 12:30-1:45 p.m., 
Hurlbut Church, Rm. 1. 508 The Games Factory 2 (ages 10
-16): M-F, 2:00-3:15 p.m., Hurlbut Church, Rm. 1. 
 
SCHOOL OF DANCE 
600 Creative Movement (ages 3-4): M,W,F, 4:00-4:30 
p.m., Carnahan-Jackson Dance Studios.  
601 Creative Movement (ages 5-6): M,W,F, 4:30-5:00 
p.m., Carnahan-Jackson Dance Studios.   
602 Introduction to Ballet (ages 7-12): Tu, Th, 4:00-5:00 
p.m., Carnahan-Jackson Dance Studios. 603 Ballet (ages 13 
& up): M,W,F, 5:00-6:30 p.m., Carnahan-Jackson Dance 
Studios.  
 
DANCE OTHER 
700 Little Dancer II (ages 5-6):M-W, 1:00-1:45, Heinz Fit-
ness, Rm 2.  
704 Old-Fashioned Dancing: Contra Dances and Qua-
drilles (ages 12 & up):M-F, 1:00-2:30 p.m., Turner Gym.  
 
LANGUAGE 
1004 Latin Laid Bare: Latin 101 (ages 10 & up): M-F, 
9:15-10:15 a.m., Library Classroom.  
1005 French For Travelers (ages 15 & up):Tu-F, 12:45-
1:45, Library Classroom.  
 
GAMES & RECREATION 
2100-2103 Saturday Races: Sat., 9:30 a.m.– 12:00 p.m., 
Turney Sailing Center. 2105 Guided Sailing Experience 
(all ages, 12 & under must be accompanied by registered 
adult): Tu, or Th, 1:00-2:00 p.m., Turney Sailing Center.   
2106 Advanced Youth Sailing (ages 8-21): M-F, 1:00-4:00 
p.m., Turney Sailing Center. 2107 Teen Sailing: Beginner/
Intermediate (ages 13-17): M-F, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Tur-
ney Sailing Center.  Player’s Junior Golf Camp (ages 8-
17):Tu-Th, 1:00-4:00 p.m., Chautauqua Golf Learning Cen-
ter. Novice Junior Golf Camp (ages 8-17): Tu-Th, 1:00-
4:00 p.m., Chautauqua Golf Learning Center.  
Junior Grow Your Game Clinics (ages 8-14): W, 5:00-
6:00 p.m., Chautauqua Golf Learning Center.  

 
Golf For The Very Young  (Pee Wee ages 4-7): Sat. 10:00-
11:00 a.m. Chautauqua golf Learning Center.  
Junior League (ages 8-17):M, 8 a.m., Chautauqua Golf 
Learning Center. Golf 101 (ages 14 & up): Tu, 4:30-5:30 
p.m., and Th,  6:00-7:00 p.m., Chautauqua Golf Learning 
Center. Golf 201 (ages 14 & up): Tu, 6:00-7:00 p.m., and 
Th, 4:30-5:30 p.m., Chautauqua Golf Learning Center. 
Grow Your Game:Weekly Clinics (ages 14 & up): W, 5:00
-6:00 p.m., Chautauqua Golf Learning Center.  
Family Golf Fridays (ages 6-86): F, 5:00 p.m., Chautauqua 
Golf Learning Center. 1101 Beginning Geocaching (ages 8-
12): M-F, 4:15-5:45 p.m., Beeson Youth Center, Rm. 1.  
1103 How To Defend a Bridge Hand (ages 14 & up): M-
Th, 3:30-5:00 p.m., Hall Of Education Rm. 201.  
1111 Juggling as Art and Sport (ages 8 & up): M-F, 3:30-
4:45 p.m., Turner Gym.  
 
HANDCRAFTS & HOBBIES 
1224 Handweaving (ages 12 & up): M-F, 1:00-3:00 p.m., 
Turner, Rm. 206. 1227 Stained Glass:Learning The Basics  
(ages 14 & up): M-F, 8:30-10:30 a.m., Pier Building Class-
room.  MASTER CLASS 1228 SLR Photography: Mas-
tery Level (ages 14 & up): M-F, 8:30-10:30 a.m., Hultquist 
201A. 1229 Digital Photography:Level 2 (ages 14 & up): 
M-F, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Hultquist 201A.  
1230 Resin Jewelry: Make a Unique Bell Tower Pendent 
and More (ages 14& up): Tu, 3:00-5:00 p.m., or Sat., 8:30-
10:30 a.m., Turner, Rm. 102. 1231 Learn To Knit (ages 8 & 
up): W-F, 3:30-5:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 102. 
 
HEALTH & FITNESS 
1304 Yoga and You:Advanced Beginning (ages 15 & up): 
M-F, 9:15-10:15 a.m., Hurlbut Church, M. Lawrence Rm.  
1305 Zumba (ages 18 & up): M, W, F, 9:15-10:15 a.m., 
Turner Gymnasium. 1306 Zumba (ages 18 & up): Tu, Th, 
9:15-10:15 a.m., Turner Gymnasium.  
1312 Water Exercise For Your Good Health (ages 10& 
up): M, W, F, 3:00-4:00 p.m., Turner Pool.  
1314 Feeling Better Exercises (ages 10 & up): M-F, 4:00-
5:00 p.m., Hurlbut Church, M. Lawrence Rm.  
1315 Bootcamp At The Beach! (ages 16 & up): M,W,F, 
9:15-10:15 a.m., Heinz Beach Fitness, Rm. 1.  
1316 Step Plus Strength (ages 16 & up): Tu, Th, 9:15-10:15 
a.m., Heinz Beach Fitness, Rm. 1. 1322 Eight Precious Sets 
Chi Kung (ages 15 & up): M-F, 3:00-4:30 p.m., Heinz 
Beach Fitness, Rm. 1.  
1324 Beach Yoga (ages 14 & up): M-F, 7:15-8:30 a.m., 
Heinz Beach Fitness, Rm. 2. 1325 Pilates For Your Health 
(ages 18 & up): M, W, F, 9:00-10:15 a.m., Turner, Rm. 203. 
1326 Awareness Through Movement: The Feldenkrais 
Method (ages 16 & up): M-F, 1:00-3:00 p.m., Hurlbut 
Church, M. Lawrence Rm.   
 
THE WRITERS’ CENTER 
2205 Poetry and Healing (ages 18 & up): M-F, 8:30-10:30 
a.m., Literary Arts Poetry Rm.  
WRITING COURSES 
1404 Publishing In A Brave New World (ages 16 & up): 
M-W, 9:00-10:30 a.m., Alumni Hall Ballroom.  
 
LITERATURE COURSES 
1410 The Saturday Morning Short Story Discussion 
Group: Homes, Things...Know (ages 16 & up): Sat., 9:15-
10:30 a.m., Library Classroom. 1412 The Short Story Dis-
cussion Group (ages 16 &up): M-F, 9:00-10:30 a.m., Pier 
Building Lounge. 1421 Poetic Perspectives On Aging (ages 
18 &up): M-F, 12:30-1:30 p.m., Hultquist 101.  
 
MUSIC/OTHER 
1603 Play Guitar For Beginners (ages 10 & up): M-F, 8:30
-9:30 a.m., Turner, Rm. 208.  
1611 Sight Reading and Vocal Technique (ages 10 & up): 
M-F, 9:30-10:30 a.m., Turner, Rm. 207.  
1613 Broadway Begins: The Lights, The Legends (ages 15 
& up): M-F, 3:30-5:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 105.   
 
PERSONAL & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
1711 It’s Never Too Late For a New Career (ages 18 
&up): Th-F, 8:30-10:30 a.m., Turner, Rm. 103.  
1712 Wisdom, Wealth, and Wonder: It’s A Choice (ages 
16 & up): M-Th, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 103. 
 
RELIGION 
1809 Hinduism (ages 15 & up): M-F, 9:00-10:30 a.m., 
Hultquist 201B.  
 
SPECIAL INTEREST 
1901 Essential Ingredients– Salt & Pepper (ages 16 & up): 
M, 9:00-10:30, Turner, Rm. 205. 1902 Essential Ingredi-
ents-Oil & Vinegar (ages 16 & up): Tu, 9:00-10:30 a.m., 
Turner, Rm. 205. 1903 Essential Ingredients– The Incredi-
ble Egg (ages 16 & up): W, 9:00-10:30 a.m., Turner, Rm. 
205. 1914 Sharpening Your Knife Skills, Hands-On (ages 
18 & up): W, 1:00-3:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 205.  
1917 Cooking For One/Two (ages 18 & up): M, Tu, 12:30-
2:30 p.m., turner, Rm. 205. 1918 Whole Foods– Cook To 
Restore, Nourish, and Delight (ages 14 & up): Th, F, 3:00-
5:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 205. 

1937 Trends and Issues In Education-The Good, The Bad, 
and The Ugly (ages 18 &up): M-F, 9:00-10:15 a.m., Octagon. 
1959 How To Become a Gold Star Nonprofit Board Mem-
ber (ages 18 & up): M-F, 9:00-10:15 a.m., Turner, Rm. 107. 
1960 Crime and Punishment (ages 16 & up): M-F, 9:00-
10:15 a.m., Turner Conference Rm.  
JACKSON CENTER COURSE: 1961 The Practice of Jus-
tice Jackson’s Art: Talent and Responsibility in Public 
Communication (ages 21 & up): M-F, 9:00-10:30 a.m., Hurl-
but Church Sanctuary. 1962 Screening The American Jus-
tice System (ages 15 & up): M-F, 9:00-10:30 a.m., Hultquist 
101. 1963 Genius: The Life and science of Richard Feyn-
man (ages 15 & up): 9:00-10:30 a.m., Turner, Rm. 103.  
1964 Secret Messages: Code-Breaking in Diplomacy and 
War (ages 15 & up): M-F, 12:30-2:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 105. 
1965 You Have the Right to Remain Silent (ages 14 & up): 
M-Th, 12:30-2:00 p.m., Hultquist Rm. 201A.  
1966 Psychiatry In The Courtroom (ages 16 & up):M-W, 
12:30-2:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 103. 1968 It’s Not Rocket Sci-
ence (ages 14 & up): Tu, 3:00-5:30, Alumni Hall Ballroom. 
1969 Conflict, Conscience, and Community in Early 
Christianity (ages 14 & up): Tu, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Hultquist 
101. 1970 Just Deserts: Retribution and Empire in Ancient 
Greece and Rome (ages 14 & up): W, 3:30-5:30 p.m., 
Hultquist 101.  
 
THEATRE ARTS 
2007 Comedy Improvisation (ages 8-16): M-F, 1:00-2:30 
p.m., Turner Conference Rm.  
2008 Accents and Dialects: The Speech Disguise (ages 13 & 
up): M-F, 1:00-2:30 p.m., Turner, Rm. 107.  
2009 Glee at Chautauqua (ages 12-18): M-F, 1:00-4:00 
p.m., Turner, Rm. 203.  

Special Studies  
Meet and Greet 

 
Every Sunday from 12-3 p.m.  

Off the brick walk in  
front of Hultquist 

Come and meet Week 6 Faculty, who 
are all eager to discuss  
their courses with you! 

Register at the  
Following Locations 

 
COLONADE TICKET WINDOWS 

1 Ames Ave 
 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Closed Saturday & 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.Sunday 
 

MAIN GATE TICKET WINDOWS 
Main Gate Welcome Center 

7a.m.- 11p.m.  Monday-Sunday 
 

SPECIAL STUDIES OFFICE 
(2nd Floor Hultquist) 

716-357-6348 
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Saturday Closed 
Sunday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Space Still Available 
Teen Diplomacy Simulation 

 
Come discover diplomacy through the Dip-
lomatic Simulation Program. Chautauqua 

has partnered with the United States Diplo-
macy Center of the U.S. Department of 

State to bring youth ages 15-18 together to 
participate in this simulation program.  On 

Thursday we will make a  
video call to Zimbabwe. 

 
Don’t miss this hands-on experience. 

 
Course 327 Discover Diplomacy 

Week 7—Monday - Friday from 3-5 p.m. 
Hultquist 101  - $115 
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P h i l a n t h r o P y

Manifold performers take to the stage with the support of Chautauqua donors
devlin geroski
Staff Writer

“The Romeo & Juliet Proj-
ect is a clarion call to the rest 
of the regional area and the 
United States and Canada,” 
Chautauqua institution Pres-
ident thomas M. Becker said. 
“i think it’s a way of saying, 
‘Come and look deeply at a 
community that is capable 
of this extraordinarily huge 
and unreplicated undertak-
ing. look at the investment 
we’re making, and look at 
what an incredibly high level 
each of these areas is per-
forming.’ ”

it is community support 
that serves as the foundation 
of Saturday night’s endeavor 
of remarkable magnitude. 
the burden of the writers, 
directors, composers, per-
formers and others involved 
in the creative process is to 
honor Romeo and Juliet’s place 
in the artistic canon and to 
infuse the work with a new 
and vibrant life. and from 
the project’s inception, it has 
been the task of the institu-
tion’s supporters to furnish 
the means to make this cre-
ative process possible.

thankfully, the project 
has the backing of a gener-
ous, committed and cultured 
cadre of donors, each with a 
deep appreciation for and an 
avid engagement in the arts.

take husband and wife 
Bill and Carolyn Byham, for 
whom the performing arts 
have played a lead role in 
their relationship since the 
very beginning.

Back in the mid-1960s, Bill 
and Carolyn had been dat-
ing for some time and were 
living in new york City. Bill, 
then a JCPenney employee, 
was racking his brain for a 
unique way to propose to 
Carolyn.

“i was trying to think of 
someplace that was unusual 
because all of the good plac-
es — on top of the Empire 
State Building or in a hand-
some cab or something — 

had been taken,” Bill said. 
“So i proposed to Carolyn on 
the opening night of the new 
Metropolitan opera house.”

that was in 1966, and the 
couple’s commitment to the 
performing arts hasn’t fal-
tered since. Just last summer, 
Bill and Carolyn returned to 
the Met for a performance of 
The Ring of the Nibelungen by 
richard Wagner. they are 
also behind the Byham the-
ater in Pittsburgh’s cultural 
district, along with a dormi-
tory for high school perform-
ing arts students called the 
Byham house, also in Pitts-
burgh.

When Bill and Carolyn, 
who’ve had a home on the 
grounds for the past nine 
years, learned that the insti-
tution intended to host an 
inter-arts collaborative pro-
duction of Romeo and Juliet, 
they saw it as an invigorat-
ing experimental pursuit.

Carolyn, former president 

of the Pittsburgh Ballet the-
atre and a trustee of the insti-
tution, thinks Chautauqua’s 
community is one of the few 
that could pull off The Romeo 
& Juliet Project.

“it’s an incredibly unique 
collaboration,” Carolyn said. 
“i don’t think there’s really 
any place else in the world 
that could do such a project 
in such a way.”

Wendy Cohen, who along 
with her husband, Edward, 
is another supporter of The 
Romeo & Juliet Project, agrees 
that the project is special. She 
believes the production is a 
good way to give a voice to 
the institution’s inimitability.

“i think it’s important 
to show the uniqueness of 
Chautauqua, to demonstrate 
the capabilities and the in-
credible talent both in our 
professional and student 
bodies,” Cohen said. “i’m 
sure i’ll be blown away by 
the project, and i really think 

the audience will be as well. 
So hopefully this will be 
something people will talk 
about for a long time.”

Cohen, who has been 
coming to Chautauqua since 
1998 and who has served 
in the past as president of 
the Friends of Chautauqua 
theater, draws on past ex-
periences to support this 
assumption; she really does 
know the level of artistic 
production the institution is 
capable of.

in fact, Cohen was around 
for the 1999 multimedia pro-
duction of Carl Orff’s Car-
mina Burana, which featured 
the talents of the School of 
Music, the Chautauqua Sym-
phony and the Chautauqua 
Ballet Company.

“i was blown away by the 
capabilities and the talent of 
Carmina Burana, the fact that 
Chautauqua was able to do 
it,” Cohen said. “it was just 
an amazing celebration of all 

the arts. So when i heard the 
institution was planning an 
inter-arts production of Ro-
meo and Juliet and adding all 
of these other departments 
and performing arts organi-
zations, i wanted to do my 
part to make sure it could 
happen.

“i’m privileged to be able 
to participate in something 
like this,” she added.

Cindy letro, past chair 
of the Buffalo Philharmonic 
orchestra, said one of the 
greatest privileges of help-
ing to fund the project is the 
opportunity to learn new 
things about the creative 
process, through observing 
the way various performing 
arts organizations interact.

“What i think is exciting 
is to get different disciplines 
involved, disciplines that 
individually are all remark-
able but that come together 
to create something even 
greater,” letro said. “in this 

case, you’ve got almost every 
single arts organization in-
volved, so it was a no-brainer 
for me to support the project. 
it’s very exciting, and the 
end result could be some-
thing that could be trans-
ported beyond Chautauqua 
to other arts organizations 
around the country.”

one of the fundamental 
goals of any arts organization, 
she said, is seeking funding 
and exploring ways to stay 
relevant in today’s society.

“this project gives all the 
arts organizations a way to 
freshen themselves and to 
do things that are both tra-
ditional and nontraditional,” 
letro said. “i think it’s a 
truly remarkable thing, and 
i think it’s something the 
institution should be very 
proud of. and all the folks 
involved in this project’s 
philanthropy are constantly 
amazed by the creativity 
of the people that are here 
working on these projects.”

The Romeo & Juliet Proj-
ect is made possible through 
the generosity of Cathy Bon-
ner, Carolyn and Bill Byham, 
Wendy and Edward Cohen, 
Cindy and Francis letro, the 
Jerome M. Kobacker Fund 
and Peter and holly Sullivan.

“the families who are 
funding this innovative un-
dertaking will open new 
doors for us to seek sup-
port,” said Geof Follansbee, 
CEo of the Chautauqua 
Foundation. “if we demon-
strate to those who truly care 
about the growth of the arts 
in our society Chautauqua’s 
singular capabilities, i am 
confident that we can attract 
new investment to further 
the extensive commitment 
Chautauqua is making to the 
process of creating art, the 
training of artists and the 
presentation of outstanding 
performance. We are excit-
edly grateful to the gener-
ous Chautauquans who have 
provided the seed corn to 
create this opportunity.”

mark anderson | Chautauqua institution 
Chautauqua Theater Company associate director Katie McGerr, CTC artistic director Vivienne Benesch and Music School Festival 
Orchestra music director Timothy Muffitt meet during rehearsal for The Romeo & Juliet Project Monday afternoon in the Amphitheater.
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C l a s s i f i E d s

2013 SEASON  
18 CENTER. 2nd floor Studio 
w/porch.  Weeks 7&8.  Pet-
friendly. Near Bestor Plaza & 
Amp. Living/dining/ki tchen. 
F/B, ceiling-fan, wifi, cable-TV. 
No smoking. $750/wk. 303-
915-4156 or red1184@aol.com

AVAILABLE AUGUST 3-10. 
United Methodist House cheery, 
spacious 2-room, 2-bath suite 
sleeps up to 6. Kitchenette, 
A/C, elevator, delightful porch 
l i fe .  Next  to amphi theater, 
library, Bestor Plaza. Dine on 
roof, l isten to concerts w/o 
l eav i ng  comfo r t  o f  r oom. 
$1,250.00. 716.357.2055

BEST PORCHES IN CHQ! 1 
block from AMP & Bestor Plaza, 
Heather ’s Inn has two units 
open week 8. A/C, wifi, modern 
& bright apartments. Call 357-
4804, or e-mail info@heaterh-
sinn.com

COllINGWOOD/11 FOSTER 
Week 7, 1 Bedroom Apartment 
Available. Discounted $800. 
716.570.4283 carolcollins53@
gmail.com

FANTASTIC HISTORIC guest 
house, 2 miles from gate on pri-
vate 100 acres, can sleep 6, 
pets welcome, A/C, Cable, 
Furnished, with Art, Antiques, 
Oriental rugs. Extremely large 
living room, seats 24 people. 
Reduced for weeks 6-9, $2,000. 
Weekly, $550. 716.269.2115 
412.977.1896

Price reduction HUNT LEA 2 
bdrm/2bath condo for rent. 
Everything new! King-size bed, 
flat screen TV’s, free parking. 
Centra l  A/C. Free laundry. 
Spacious porch. Great location 
directly across from Turner 
Gate. Available weeks 8&9. 
Offering 1 free offseason week. 
Contact Marc at 954-520-8264. 
$1,000 per week.

REDUCED PRICE! New own-
ers-$2200 Spacious, historic 4 
BR home, sleeps 8. W/D, WiFi, 
cable. Great porches! No pets, 
no smoking. Available weeks 
7,8,9 in 2013. Contact for more 
information regarding 2014 
rental. 203.858.4526 or sha-
ronthawley@yahoo.com

WEEK 8 available: 16 Simpson, 
lovely, historic 4 BR home. 2 
Blocks from AMP, 1 Block from 
lake. Liv RM Eat-In kitchen, 2 
full baths, 2 porches, sleeps 8. 
W / D .  2 , 0 0 0 / w e e k .  J a c k i e 
Lichtman, 434.284-2206; jack-
ie.lichtman@gmail.com

WEEKS 7&8: 19 Ramble. First 
floor, one bedroom apartment. 
Full kitchen, WiFi, A/C, W/D. 
$1,100/week. 716-357-2194, 
mhstreeter500@gmail.com

16 WILEY Week 9, Spacious 
3-story house near lake and 
Children’s School,  6+ bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D, 
cable, wireless internet, no 
pets, no smoking, 212-369-
1220 lhunnewell@willowridge.
com

2 5  R O O T  ( B e h i n d  t h e 
Playhouse)  4BR,  2  Baths. 
Avai lable weeks 5,6,7,8,9. 
Great Porch. $1,500/week 646-
331-9234 or benny@alum.mit.
edu

2014 SEASON  
 
Adorable cozy apartmen t , 
ground floor, 1 bedroom gem, 
AC, cable, WiFi, W/D, full kitch-
en, recent construction and fur-
nishings, on plaza and tram 
route, level short walk to Amp. 
7 Roberts. Season/Half Season 
O N LY.  P h o t o s  a v a i l a b l e . 
Contact Frances Roberts at 
716-357-5557 or francescr@
optonline.net

AVAILABLE WEEKS 1,6,7 . 
Luxury Condo near plaza, 3 
bedrooms, 3 baths, central air, 
beautiful porch, wi-fi, elevator, 
great for multiple couples or 
multigenerational family. 716-
510-8993

Bargain Apartments: bdrm, 
LR, Kitchen, airconditioned, 
w/d, newly refurbished.Central 
location. Contact: 716-357-
8129

FIRST FLOOR Condo w/ cov-
ered porch, 1 block from Bestor, 
2  b l o c k s  f r o m  A m p .  a n d 
Farmer’s Market. Modern, A/C, 
W/D, D/W, WiFi ,  cable TV, 
Jacuzzi, grill. Fully furnished 
and secure, sleeps six, on tram 
route. Weeks 1,3,4,5. 814-833-
7490

Half Season (Weeks 1-4, -5, or 
-6): TASTEFULLY DECORATED 
1 bedroom luxury condo blends 
Victorian ambiance with mod-
ern amenities (AC, dishwasher, 
washer/dryer, elevator). Private 
28’ porch. Steps from Lake, 
amphitheater, Athenaeum. 15 
S i m p s o n .  $ 1 , 8 0 0 / w e e k . 
JLHyland@aol.com or 239-
246-0946. WEEK 9, 2013 also 
available! REDUCED to $1,600.

2014 SEASON
HISTORIC ARCADE. Lovely 1 
bedroom, 1 bath. Porch on 
Mi l ler  Park with lake view. 
Central location. Includes all 
amenities. Available weeks 6,8, 
a n d  9 .  C o n t a c t : 
Chautauqua1986@hotmai l .
com
LARGE, PRIVATE CONDO : 
Renovated (2012); entire sec-
ond floor, 3 bedrooms, 2 full 
baths, large living room, full 
kitchen & dining, porch; AC 
throughout, Wi-Fi, cable, bar-
becue; w/d, d/w; near lake, 
B e s t o r  P l a z a ,  b u s  r o u t e . 
Maximum of 6: 4 singles, 1 
queen. No pets, no smoking. 
Weeks 5-9: $2,500; three or 
more weeks negotiable. 540-
5 5 4 - 8 4 0 4  m j z u c k e r m a n @
pobox.com
MODERN CENTRAL, location 
apt 2 Bedroom, pullout couch, 
A/C, washer&dryer, WI-FI, full 
bath. Full kitchen, corian coun-
ters. Reconditioned for new 
2014 season renters 716-357-
2234 ask for Dave.
NEW GARDEN Apartment on 
ideal, central, brick walk loca-
tion. 1 Bedroom, professionally 
decorated & landscaped. Many 
lovely amenities, AC, cable, 
Internet, W/D. 412-512-3951. 
$1350 per week.
NEW 2 Bedroom 2 bathroom 
apartment. Full kitchen, W/D, 
WiFi,  pat io, avai lable 2013 
Week 9 . $1800. 716-357-0026 
rober t .bowers@si ta .aero  / 
2014 Weeks 2-6,and 8,9
N E W  3  B e d r o o m  h o u s e . 
Beautiful open design. 2 1/2 
baths, modern ful l  k i tchen,   
dining room, laundry, A/C, great 
porches, overlooking Hall of 
Philosophy, parking. $3,500. 
2013 Week 9. 716-357-0026 
rober t .bowers@si ta .aero  / 
2014 Week 9
SEASONAL RENTAL (9 Weeks 
Only) Studio, on the grounds, 
A/C, Parking, $3900, Dial 716-
753-3187.
Tranquil, spacious apartment 
at 18 Gebbie. Modern. 1 bed-
room and bath. Sleeps 4. Well-
equipped Ki tchenette,  DW. 
Patio: gas grill, outside eating. 
AC, WiFi, cable, flat screen TV, 
DVD. Parking available. Weeks 
1-9, 2014 and weeks 6-9 2013. 
$1,075/wk. 716-357-4507 or 
canderson@sito.com
UPDATED HOME Near AMP, 
4BR-2B, WIFI, Parking, No 
Pets, No Smoking, WKS 4 and 
5.  ALINEART@COMCAST.
NET
WEEK 5.  Modern 2 bdrm/2 
bath. Street level. 2 porches, 
overlooks Miller Park. Central 
A/C, W/D, WiFi, Near Amp, 
bus, plaza. $2300 per week. 
716-357-5976.
WEEKS 6-9 ,  Bestor Plaza. 
Porch, modern corner,  one 
bedroom, A/C, laundry. 716-
864-7421
10 Judson: Vintage-style cot-
tage, central location, sleeps 
6.Amenitits include cantral A/C, 
cable, on-site parking 2 cars, 
W/D. $2,200 per week w/multi-
week rental discounts. Please 
contact Elanor at emyklost1@
gmail.com or 440.774.2768
16 WILEY Weeks 2 ,3 ,8 ,9 . 
Spacious 3-story house near 
lake and Children’s School, 6+ 
bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D, 
cable, wireless internet, no 
pets, no smoking, 212-369-
1220  Lhunnewel l@wi l low-
ridge.com
18 CENTER. 2nd floor studio 
w/ porch. Pet-friendly. Sleeps 
one. Near Bestor Plaza & Amp. 
On tram route. Living/dining/
kitchen areas. Full bath. AC, 
cei l ing fan,  wi f i ,  cable TV. 
Washer/drier access. No smok-
ing. Available weeks 1-9. $750/
wk. 303-915-4156 or red1184@
aol.com
18 PARK AVE AVAILABLE 
2014 SEASON  Looking for 
season renter to occupy new 
construction (2008) Garden Apt 
in 2014. Near Club and Hall of 
Philosophy: 3 Bedrooms / 2 
Bath, full kitchen, Central Air 
Conditioning, diswasher, cable 
television, washerdryer, WiFi, 
back  pa t io .  Contac t  Kat ie 
Cooke at 410.279.5907 or at 
katiepcooke@gmail.com
3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, mod-
e rn ,  we l l  f u rn i shed ,  f u l l y 
equipped, huge sleeping and 
dining porch, A/C, heat, DW, 
W&D, cable,  wi f i ,  park ing, 
weeks 1,2,3,8,9. View at 42 
Foster. jimorris@morristrust.
net, (716) 490-1659
83 Pratt  a charming guest 
house for the 2014 season. 
Sleeps two. Newly remodeled, 
park-like setting, patio, on-site 
parking, on tram & bus route. 
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless inter-
net, D/W, pet friendly. season/
par t -season 954-673-3602 
bh@cpt-flordia.com. Week 5 
available 201.

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
AA/ALANON open meeting 
Hurlbut Church Parlor Sundays 
and Wednesday 12:30 p.m.     
716-581-3202

BOAT RENTALS
P o n t o o n ,  P o w e r,  K a y a k , 
F ish ing  and  Peda l  Boa ts . 
Chautauqua Marina,Mayville. 
716-753-3913. wwwChautau-
quaMarina.com

BOATS FOR SALE  
 
Boat lift, 1500lbs, Excellent 
cond i t i on .  $1800 .  Phone : 
2 1 6 . 3 7 1 . 5 8 8 0  C e l l : 
216.780.4403

HOBIE 18’, fly a haul in comfort 
and stability on sought after 
“WING” equipped cat. View at 
service dock and prepare for 
for lift-off! Steal @ $1K 240-
535-0051

WE ARE selling our Boat Rental 
F leet  (Pontoon and Power 
Boats New and Used - Best 
Boa t  Buy ing  Packages  a t 
Chautauqua Marina 716-753-
3913. www.ChautauquaMarina.
com

2008 NICKELS LIGHTNING. 
Fully equipped, light new sails 
for winning races. Call Jim at 
303.809.2163

BOATS STORAGE  
 
INSIDE STORAGE ,  Boats, 
Rv’s, Trucks, and Cars located 
@ C h a u t a u q u a  M a r i n a , 
Mayville, NY. 716-753-3913.

 
 CONDOS FOR RENT

Off Season Rental - 1st floor, 
2 bedroom condo w/porch, cen-
tral to Bestor Plaza, all ameni-
ties, $600/month incl utilities 
and bimonthly cleaning. No 
pets or smoking. Email work@
brastedhouse.com or call/text 
Joyce 716-581-3903

Overlook: Fully equiped 2nd 
floor, 2 bed/bath, A/C, W/D. No 
smoking/pets.1 Car Parking.
Min 2 Weeks: Available 5-8. 
440-382-2495.

SARASOTA CONDO .  Near 
Siesta Key. 1st floor,  2 bedrm, 
2 ba. Sleeps 6. 216-408-7832.

CONDOS FOR SALE  
A D OR A B LE TOP FLOOR 
CONDO with clerestory living 
room and tons of light through-
out, a lovely deck overlooking a 
sweet neighborhood with some 
of the most wonderful neigh-
bors around. Fully remodeled 
over the last 10 years. There is 
new carpeting, new furniture, a 
new ki tchen, modern bath, 
newly painted, and surprising 
amounts of storage space. 
Apprx. 575 sq ft. on the top 
floor with 1 bdrm, 1 bathroom, 
and a sleeping loft. Please con-
tact  me at :  Carol . r izzolo@
gmail.com or 203-464-4451.

LAKEVIEW MODERN CONDO 
for sale. 2 bedrooms, 1 bath. 
Near Miller Park. Call

 330.416.2229FOR SALE

BOOKS-BOOKS Selling out 
85,000 at $1 or $2 each! None 
higher!  Berry ’s Book Shop 
route 394 across from Camp 
Chautauqua. Daily 10-3 closed 
Monday and Tuesday. 789.5757

P G A  C H A M P I O N S H I P 
TICKETS ,  Oak Hil l  Country 
Club, Rockester. August 9-11. 
G r o u n d s p a s s  f o r  F r i d a y, 
Saturday, Sunday $350 for all 3 
days, or $100 Friday, $100 
Saturday. $150 Sunday. Call 
716.661.0557

FOR SALE
The Cambridge guest house. 
Turn-key operation. LOCATION, 
LOCATION. 9 Roberts Ave, on 
a l l  t r anspo r ta t i on  rou tes . 
Oppos i te  V is i t o rs  Cen te r, 
Restaurants, Bookstore and 
Post Office. 3 Buildings, 3.5 
lots, 11 apartments, 11 rooms, 
all units A/C and fully equipped. 
All Brokers protected. 716-357-
3292 or scluehrs@cs.com

FOOD  
 

 

HELP WANTED
 

Helper wanted for setup and 
breakdown at the craft show on 
Aug. 9&11. Must be able to do 
heavy lifting, and have a driv-
er ’s license. Please contact 
Michele at: 212-866-3092.

HOUSES FOR RENT  
Av a i l a b l e  2 0 1 3  -  We e k s 
6,7,8,9. Also available 2014. 
Charming Victor ian.  5 BR. 
Sleeps 10-13. 4 full baths. 2 kit. 
2 LR. 2 DR. 2 W/D. 6 porches. 
Grill. Cable. DVD. High-speed 
wireless internet. AC. Parking. 
Excellent location. Near Amp. 
$2,900. Scarwin@peoplepc.
com. 412-818-7711.
TWO BEDROOM cottage near 
Hall of Philosophy.Available 
weeks 7 and 8. 412-760-1085

HOUSES FOR SALE  
 
COTTAGE IN THE WOODS. 
Private, charming 1100 sf 2 
bedroom home in Westfield. 
Seasonal or year around. Many 
updates. Low utilities. $82,500. 
MLS #1032145. 716.713.1281

MISCELLANEOUS  
 
BIGFOOT: My name is Peter 
Wiemer and our family owns 
We Wan Chu Cottages. I cre-
ated the Chautauqua Lake 
Bigfoot Expo as a Tourism 
Special Event two years ago. 
Since then, I have had 14 eye-
witnesses to a bigfoot sighting 
here in Chautauqua County 
come forward to me resolving 
themselves of knowing they 
saw a bigfoot but was afraid to 
talk about it to anyone publicly. 
Watch the only eyewitness, 
which agreed to be videoed at 
ChautauquaLakeBigfoot.com 

MISCELLANEOUS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 REAL ESTATE  
CHAUTAUQUA AREA REAL 
ESTATE: Office - St.Elmo #101 
Chautauqua, Ny 14722. 716-
357-3566. Toll Free 800-507-
5005. www.chautauquaarea.
com, care@chautauquaarea.
com

REALTY  
 

 

RENTALS  
 
 

SERVICES  
 
Brasted House Creative Ideas 
Services for your home and life. 
Call Joyce @716-581-3903 or 
emai l  work@brastedhouse.
com
BOAT SAFETY CLASS, “Last 
Class of the Season” August 2 
& 3 @ Chautauqua Marina 716-
753-3913. $39 + Materials Fee 
$5
 

H O U S E  C L E A N I N G  - 
RELIABLE, 20 YRS experi-
ence, Call Kate 716-753-2408 
(home)  716-720-1255 ce l l 
(Refernces Available)
LEARN HOW to survive the 
Amphitheater.  You walk in, 
enjoy yourself for two hours 
and you can’t get out of your 
seat. Tasso Spanos’ feeling 
better exercise class will help 
you get rid of your aches, pains 
and weaknesses.   Hur lbut 
Church, 4pmM-F.
RUNNERS, I can reduce your 
time by 5% in the OFN Run by 
increasing your str ide. One 
hour treatment with tr igger 
point therapist. Tasso Spanos 
can guarentee the improve-
m e n t .  7 1 6 . 3 5 7 . 3 7 1 3 
412.977.1896
UPGRADE ANY FLAG / any 
s i ze ,  Amer i can  made ,  a l l 
a c c e s o r i e s  a v a i l a b l e . 
AttractivePrices. ckaylor@win-
beam.com

STORAGE  
 

 
WANTED  

 
S t a m p  C o l l e c t i o n s / 
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. 
W i l l  t r a v e l  t o  a p p r a i s e . 
Chautauqua’s Stamp Professor. 
904-315-5482
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  On Twitter: @chqdaily

But who plays the tunes each 
day?

In spite of a world becoming 
more automatic and digital, a set 
of hands graces the keyboard 
at the base of the tower, which 
rings out the songs. Those hands 
belong to Carolyn Benton, Chau-
tauqua Institution’s resident 
chimemaster.  

“Trust me, I am not a comput-
er,” she said. 

Benton will walk down to the 
tower three times a day, every 
day, at 8 a.m., noon and 6 p.m. 
On Sundays, there is an extra 
performance at 10 p.m. Once 
she unlocks the tower, she sits 
in front of a wooden keyboard 

hooked up to an electric cell an-
ode system, which rings the bells 
looming 65 feet above.

The 13 bells that rest at the top 
of the tower weigh more than 
10,000 pounds, with the largest 
bell weighing in at 3,033 pounds. 
Benton plays 12 of the bells; the 
13th is rung by hand on New 
Year’s and on Bryant Day, the 
opening of the new reading sea-
son for The Chautauqua Literary 
and Scientific Circle, when any-
one on the grounds can ring it. 

With only 12 bells, Benton’s 
repertoire is somewhat limited. 
When “Sesame Street” visited 
the Institution during the 2009 
Season, she desperately wanted 

to play one specific song. 
“Everybody — including 

me — wanted to play ‘Rubber 
Ducky,’ ” she said. “Not a chance, 
couldn’t do it.” Luckily, she was 
able to play the show’s theme 
song and a few of its other well-
known tunes.

During her free time, Benton 
works on adapting songs for the 
bells. Her favorite song to ring 
out is “Simple Gifts.” It reminds 
her of the time she played with 
Aaron Copland, many years ago, 
in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 

Benton has certain songs re-
served for certain occasions. She 
will ask first-time visitors to the 
tower where they are from; if 
they are from the Golden State, 
for example, she will play “Cali-
fornia, Here I Come.” If guests 
come to the tower on a drizzly 
day, she will play “Rain, Rain, 
Go Away.” 

She also takes requests — al-
though some are stranger than 
others.

“One day, it was so hot that my 
fingers were dripping,” she said. 
“A child about 6 years old asked 
if [I] could play ‘Jingle Bells.’ “ 

Benton was taken back by the 
request, but she happily obliged. 

Another popular request from 
children is “Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Little Star.” When she is close to 
the last note of the song, she’ll 
have the child come over and 
play the last note.

“They just fly out of here with 
a smile on their face,” she said, 
“but I’m just trying to promote a 
love for the bell tower. I want this 
bell tower to continue.”

Benton has wanted to play 
songs on the 102-year-old Chau-
tauqua landmark ever since she 
was 5 years old. In 2000, she 
begged Marty Merkley, Institu-
tion vice president and direc-
tor of programming, for the job. 
Several months later, she finally 
received a call from Merkley, 
asking if she was serious about 
getting the job. 

“Oh, Marty,” she said, “more 
serious than you’ll ever know.” 

Benton was very nervous the 
first time she played; there are 
approximately 7,000 to 10,000 
people that hear her play each 
day. And the bells aren’t some-
thing you can practice on, she 
said. 

Since she started the job, Ben-
ton has only missed four rings — 
all due to mechanical issues.

“I’m one of those nuts that 
likes their job,” she said. “And 
I’ve met some wonderful, won-
derful people coming into the 
tower.”  

During the off-season, Benton 
returns to her winter home in 
DeLand, Fla. Whenever she re-
ceives mail from the Institution 
with the bell tower logo, she gets 
a little more excited for the sea-
son to start. 

“Every time I see the Miller 
Tower, I smile,” she said. “She’s 
special to me.”
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The bell tolls for chimemaster’s heart

The English have the bells of Westminster Abbey 
declaring changes of royalty. The French have the 
bells of Notre Dame Cathedral calling the faithful 

to their knees. Chautauquans have the bells of Miller Bell 
Tower to serenade them throughout the season. 

TOP LEFT: The Chautauqua Belle steams past the bells of the Miller Bell Tower. The 13 bells that call the top of the tower home hang 65 feet high and weigh more than 10,000 pounds — the 
largest weighs in at 3,033 pounds. BOTTOM LEFT: Sticky notes attached to the keyboard remind chimemaster Carolyn Benton when to play “Happy Birthday,” wedding songs or other requests. 
She receives requests from denominational houses, President Tom Becker, hotel guests and anybody who visits the tower while she plays. RIGHT: Charlotte Rodenfels of Columbus, Ohio, 
jokes with Benton at the keyboard. “I’m going to miss sitting here,” Rodenfels said. Visiting Benton nightly is on her list of things to do when she spends a week in Chautauqua.

Photos & Words By
brian smith | Staff Photographer 

Boat Rentals
Sailboat rentals are available at the John R. Turney Sailing 
Center (716-357-6392). Paddle boats, canoes, kayaks and a 
rowboat are available to rent at the Sports Club (716-357-6281).

   » on the grounds



Sa
SATURDAY
JULY 27

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 

Shepherd
9:30 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 

Services. Service led by Rabbi 
Susan Stone; Sara Schultz, 
soloist. Hurlbut Church Sanctuary

9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Kiddush will follow. 
Everett Jewish Life Center Library

12:30 (12:30–2:30) Social Bridge 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) For men and 
women. Women’s Clubhouse 2:00 
(2-4:30) Violin Master Class. 
(School of Music.) Almita Vamos. 
Fee. McKnight Hall

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

2:15 THEATER. Clybourne Park. Bratton 
Theater. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Colonnade 
lobby ticket offices, and 45 minutes 
before curtain at the Bratton kiosk.)

3:00 LECTURE. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Contemporary Issues Forum. 
“The State of American Politics 
in 2013.” David Kozak, prof. of 
political science, Gannon University. 
Hall of Philosophy

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing at 
Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

8:15 SPECIAL PERFORMANCE.  
The Romeo & Juliet Project — a 
Chautauqua Institution inter-arts 
collaboration. With Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra, Chautauqua 
Theater Company, North Carolina 
Dance Theatre & Chautauqua 
Dance, Chautauqua Opera and 
Chautauqua Music Festival. 
 

Su
SUNDAY
JULY 28

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:30 Songs, Prayers, Communion & 
Meditation. Hurlbut Church 

8:45 United Church of Christ Worship 
Service. UCC Randell Chapel

9:00 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

9:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of Christ

9:30 Services in Denominational 
Houses

9:30 Unitarian Universalist Service. 
Hall of Philosophy

9:30 Unity Service. Hall of Missions

9:30 Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) Service. Octagon Building

9:30 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

10:15 Sunday School. Through Grade 
6. Child care for infants. Children’s 
School

10:45 SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND 
SERMON. “Coming Out With Your 
Hands Up.” Bishop Vashti Murphy 
McKenzie, African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Amphitheater

11:30 (11:30 until sold out.) Chicken 
Barbecue Dinner. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Firemen Women’s 
Auxiliary.) Fee. Chautauqua Fire Hall

12:00 (12–3) Special Studies Meet and 
Greet. Hultquist Porch

12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (Sponsored 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind Colonnade

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

12:30 Life Member Luncheon. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
“Hats Off to the CWC.” Tickets 
required. Athenaeum Hotel

1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Friends of Theater Play Discussion. 
Discussion of Clybourne Park. 
Membership available at the door. 
Hultquist Center

2:00 (2-3:30) Student Ensemble 
Recital. School of Music. (Benefits 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Program.) McKnight Hall

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

2:15 THEATER. Clybourne Park. 
Bratton Theater. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Colonnade 
lobby ticket offices, and 45 minutes 
before curtain at the Bratton kiosk.)

2:30 CONCERT. WRFA Presents 
‘Rolling Hills Radio.’ Amphitheater

3:30 Poetry and Prose Reading. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Geraldine 
Connolly, poetry; Laura 
Kasischke, prose. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall

3:30 (3:30-5:30) Jewish Film Festival. 
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.) “Crime After Crime.” 
Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30 Sunday Tea at the Athenaeum 
Hotel. Reservations Required. 
Athenaeum Porch

4:00 Lemonade Social. (Sponsored 
by the Chautauqua Literary Arts 
Friends.) Alumni Hall Porch

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

4:00 Walking Tour of Grounds. Fee. 
(Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from south 
end of Main Gate Welcome Center

4:00 (4-6:30) Cello Master Class. 
(Programmed by the School of 
Music.) Brandon Vamos. Fee. 
McKnight Hall

4:30 (4:30-5) Sharing God’s Gift. Joe 
Musser, composer and pianist. Hall 
of Philosophy 

5:00 VESPERS. (Chaplain’s Journey 
of Faith.) Bishop Vashti Murphy 
McKenzie. Hall of Philosophy

5:00 Orientation Session for first-time 
Chautauquans. Hultquist Center

5:00 Massey Memorial Organ 
Encounters for Children. Jared 
Jacobsen, organist. Amphitheater 
stage

5:00 Open Mic. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends.) 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Ballroom

5:00 (5-8) Mah Jongg. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the door. 
Women’s Clubhouse

7:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

7:00 Palestine Park Program. “A 
Journey Through Biblical Times.” 
Palestine Park

8:00 SACRED SONG SERVICE. “Then 
Sings My Soul!”: Celebrating 
the Life and Ministry of George 
Beverly Shea. The Chautauqua 
Choir with Todd Thomas, baritone. 
Amphitheater

8:00 THEATER. Clybourne Park. 
Bratton Theater. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Colonnade 
lobby ticket offices, and 45 minutes 
before curtain at the Bratton kiosk.)

8:00 Hebrew Congregation Shirley 
Lazarus Sunday Speaker Series. 
“The Story of The Chautauquan 
Daily.” Matt Ewalt, editor; Jordan 
Steves, managing editor. Hurlbut 
Church Sanctuary. 

9:15 DVD Showing: 20th Anniversary 
of the Rebuilding of the Massey 
Memorial Organ. Amphitheater

9:30 Service of Compline. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

9:30 CPOA Outdoor Lighting Walk-
about. Colonnade
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benjamin hoste | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
The sun sets over the trees outside the Amphitheater during Monday evening’s Music School Festival Orchestra performance. 
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