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It was the summer of 1885, and
Ulysses S. Grant was dying.
Penniless and ravaged with
terminal throat cancer, Grant
took a northbound train from
his home in New York City to
supporter Joseph W. Drexel’s
Adirondack cottage in Wilton,
N.Y. It was in an old wicker
chair on Drexel’s porch that
former President Grant would
spend his final days, drafting
his memoirs at a furious pace.
“I would like to see a truthful history written,” he wrote
of the Civil War. “Such history
will do full credit to the courage, endurance and ability of
the American citizen soldier,
no matter what section he
hailed from, or in what rank.”
Grant died July 23, 1885 at
age 63, two days after completing Personal Memoirs of Ulysses
S. Grant.
Joan Waugh, a history professor at the University of
California, Los Angeles, will
explore the ideas of “truthful
history” at today’s 10:45 a.m.
morning lecture in the Amphitheater. Waugh is the author and editor of numerous
books and essays on Grant and
the Civil War, including U.S.
Grant: American Hero, American
Myth and The Memory of the
Civil War in American Culture.
Waugh will also discuss the
Siege of Vicksburg and the nature of surrender. She believes
Vicksburg was the “true turning point” of the war, rather
than the Battle of Gettysburg.
Waugh said Grant was
“desperately driven” in his last
days.
“There is no other way to
explain his ability to write
page after page, to dictate page
after page,” she said, “not just
in the last few days of his life
… but also in the six months
preceding that. I think he was
very anxious to get out his
side of the story because he
was aware of the powerful interpretation that was arising
of the ‘Lost Cause’ that threatened to diminish the Northern
victory and the achievement of
the Union army.”
Waugh said it can be dangerous to essentialize war.

rising suffrage movement, and feeling compelled by her conscience to
take an anguished stand for peace
during time of war.”
Knight said that Addams was one
among many women at the turn of the
20th century who spoke about women’s issues — suffrage, divorce laws,
property rights. But “Addams’ particular contribution was that she lived in
an immigrant, working-class community and was practically the only woman speaking about that community,”
Knight said. “None of her prosperous
contemporaries were doing this.”

Grab the nearest globe,
give it a spin and stop it with
a finger. Whichever country
it lands on, there is about a
43 percent chance that Helene
Gayle has helped it.
Gayle services as president
and CEO of the humanitarian organization CARE USA,
which reached out to 84 countries in the 2012 fiscal year
with emergency response,
enhanced water access or improved education. She also
serves on the President’s Commission on White House Fellowships and the U.S. Department of State’s Foreign Affairs
Policy Board.
Gayle described CARE’s focus as finding ways to become
a more equal and more just society.
At today’s 2 p.m. lecture in
the Hall of Philosophy, she will
discuss the importance of celebrating American accomplishments since the Emancipation
Proclamation, as well as focusing dialogue on domestic and
international challenges.
The United States’ historical
conventions of slavery may be
over, but Gayle stressed that
freedom is still not held by all.
“What are the things that
keep people enslaved?” she
asked. “What are the things
that are obstacles to people realizing their full potential?”
A primary goal of CARE,
for example, is global liberation of women and girls.
“Societies really won’t advance if they don’t include the
50 percent of the population
that is often neglected or marginalized within societies,”
she said.
Marginalized societies still
exist in the U.S. But even with
a domestic focus on issues
such as education, immigration and health care, Gayle
doesn’t want to lose an international perspective. Doing
so, she said, would prevent the
U.S. from contributing to the
rest of the world’s progress.
“We’re also missing the opportunity to make some of the
right kinds of decisions to secure our future as part of the
global community,” she said.
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McDONALD BRINGS
SOULFUL BARITONE
TO CHAUTAUQUA
chad m. weisman
Staff Writer

It’s tough to say what keeps
Michael McDonald runnin’.
At 8:15 p.m. tonight, spectators might get a glance when the
godfather of “Blue-Eyed Soul”
brings his groove to the Amphitheater.
McDonald’s baritone voice,
driven by capacious bass lines
and his electric piano, will seduce those in the Amp’s benches
with the same joy the performer
brought to the St. Louis nightclubs of his youth.
It was in this musical envi-

ronment that McDonald discovered the diverse range of genres
that would guide him through
the rest of his career. His primary influences — Motown
and rhythm and blues — were
rooted in the gospel music that
filled the churches lining the
Mississippi River — the lifeblood of his hometown.
“One of the bands I was in
used to love to have a horn section,” the singer said of his early
days. “We’d have a six-piece horn
section with our rhythm section,
and the band was a 13-piece
band. We never made any money, but we had a lot of fun.”
As time went on, McDonald
found himself to be the right
man for his time and city.
“Back in the day, when I was
playing in R&B dance bands …
we were kind of the staple in

Mostly I enjoy being
a solo artist. I enjoy
having ultimate direction,
being left to my own
devices. It’s kind of
a luxury, really.”
— MICHAEL McDONALD

the St. Louis area, so there were
clubs that we could always play.”
As the rest of his generation
became enamored with the
psychedelic sounds of the late
1960s, McDonald continued, in
good faith, to perfect the R&B
music that had brought him
hometown fame.
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Knight to speak on Addams, Chautauqua’s role in her ideology
george cooper
Staff Writer

Chautauqua audiences knew
Jane Addams well, as the social and
political activist made a number of
appearances on the Institution’s lecture platform. Louise Knight, who
has authored two books on Addams,
will describe how Addams’ Chautauqua presentations are linked to
some of the ideas that appeared in
her later publications.
Knight is speaking at 3:30 p.m.
today in the Hall of Christ as part
of the Oliver Archives Heritage Lecture Series.

Literary Arts

Knight’s first book on Addams,
Citizen: Jane Addams and the Struggle for
Democracy, focuses on Addams’ formative years. According to Knight’s
website, the book “traces how she
changed as she grew into adulthood,
through her 40th year and shows
what ideas shaped her childhood and
how she adapted them as her world
widened, although not without painful struggles along the way.”
Her second book, Jane Addams:
Spirit in Action, covers Addams’
whole life, and readers will see Addams “wrestling to find her footing
during a painful dispute within the
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Briefly
News from around the grounds
Chautauqua Women’s Club news
• The Women’s Club invites members to play mah jongg
from 2 to 5 p.m. today at the Clubhouse. Bring your National
Mah Jongg League 2013 card. Cards are available at Chautauqua Bookstore or at the door, along with memberships.
• The Women’s Club flea boutique is from noon to 2 p.m.
today behind the Colonnade. Items for sale include clothing, jewelry, purses and household goods.
• The Women’s Club offers social bridge sessions for men
and women. Games begin at 12:30 p.m. Saturday at the Clubhouse. Single players welcome; membership not required.
• At 3 p.m. Saturday in the Hall of Philosophy, Dov Seidman will present “Why HOW We Do Anything Means
Everything” as part of the Contemporary Issues Forum.
Children’s School open house
Children’s School hosts an open house at 11 a.m. today.
Shirts with the Children’s School logo and a variety of
snacks — including brownies, popcorn and lemonade —
will be for sale. Proceeds go toward Old First Night.
Opera Guild meeting and picnic
Chautauqua Opera Guild’s annual membership meeting
and picnic will be held at 12:30 p.m. July 17 at Norton Hall.
Meet Young Artists and enjoy remarks by General/Artistic Director Jay Lesenger. RSVP to 716-357-3315 or 716-7892120 or e-mail batajt@roadrunner.com by Saturday. Membership can be acquired at the picnic.
Non-perishable food drive
Chautauquans can dispose of their sealed, non-perishable
foods in the gold-papered cartons on the floor inside the
north entrance of the Post Office Building. For more information, contact Lou Wineman at 716-357-5015.
Men’s Club talk
Men’s Club talks are held at 9 a.m. Fridays at the Methodist
House and open to all men and women. This week, Mark
Altschuler presents “Birthday Celebration: Casey at 125.”
Nature Walk
Meet naturalist Jack Gulvin at 9 a.m. today under the green
awning at the lake side of Smith Wilkes Hall for a Nature
Walk through the grounds. This event is sponsored by the
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.
Hebrew Congregation Kabbalat Shabbat news
• The Hebrew Congregation will hold its Kabbalat Shabbat
Service (Welcoming the Sabbath) from 5 to 6 p.m. today near
Miller Bell Tower. The rain location is the Pier Building.
• The Hebrew Congregation will hold Sabbath Services
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Saturday in the Hurlbut Church
sanctuary. A Kiddish lunch, sponsored by Jackie and Larry Katz and Marilyn and Casey Neuman, follows.
• The Hebrew Congregation Shirley Lazarus Sunday
Speakers Series will feature John Pless on “Jewish Opera
Stars” at 8 p.m. Sunday in the Hurlbut Church sanctuary.
Chautauqua Dialogues
From 3 to 5 p.m. Fridays, the Department of Religion holds
group discussions of the week’s Interfaith Lecture theme.
Sign up after the 2 p.m. lecture at the Hall of Philosophy.
School of Music master classes
• Visiting artist Brian Zeger will hold a master class for
students in the School of Music’s Voice Program at 10 a.m.
today in McKnight Hall. A fee of $5 will benefit the Chautauqua Women’s Club Scholarship Fund.
• Almita Vamos, a faculty member in the School of Music’s
Instrumental Program, will host a master class for violin
students at 2 p.m. today in McKnight Hall. A fee of $5 will
benefit the Chautauqua Women’s Club Scholarship Fund.
Everett Jewish Life Center at Chautauqua news
• From 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, EJLCC will host a new
program for children and teens, “Jewish Songs and Stories
with a Healthy Nosh.”
• “The Rape of Europa” will be shown at 3:30 p.m. Sunday.
The event is part of the Jewish Film Festival and is free to all.
Friends of Chautauqua Theater birthday party
Friends of Chautauqua Theater’s Producers Circle is holding a party to honor the 30th anniversary of Chautauqua
Theater Company. All members of the Friends are invited
to join in on the lawn of Bratton Theater at 6 p.m. today.

Egan graciously accepts
2013 Chautauqua Prize
This following is a transcription of Timothy Egan’s acceptance
speech of the 2013 Chautauqua Prize, given at the award dinner in
the Athenaeum Hotel Parlor Tuesday, July 9. His public presentation
of the prize-winning book, Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher, took
place in the Hall of Philosophy on Wednesday. —Kelsey Burritt

T

his is not only extraordinary, but it’s
heavy. I’m going to
have difficulty explaining it to the TSA in a
couple of days. It’s not three
ounces of fluid, so I’m sure
it’s going to get by them. I
hope it gets by them, or I’m
not leaving the greater state
of New York.
This is a huge honor, and
I can’t thank you enough —
A.) for letting me into your
lair, and B.) for honoring me
in this way. I’m a westerner,
a third-generation westerner
from Seattle. I only know of
this place by reading books,
by hearing about Teddy
Roosevelt appearing here,
Franklin Roosevelt appearing here, great artists, intellectuals, historians having
arguments here. And I’ve
imagined it as some kind
of Oz-like place somewhere
in New York, and here I am
walking around pinching
myself. I’m in this place, I’m
walking where the foots of
great men and women have
walked before, I’m talking in
halls where great men and
women spoke and argued
before, and to be a part of
that continuity is just extraordinary. So let me just
thank you.
Now, I’m a great believer, I’m sorry to say, in the
Groucho Marx line about, “I
would never want to belong
to the club that would have
me as a member there.” But
I’m going to make an exception with this literary society. … I am damn proud to
be in any way peripherally
associated with it, and have
my name chiseled … underneath a park bench, as I did
earlier today — no, I’m kidding about that part. … So let
me thank Sherra [Babcock]
and the committee and all
you people who made this
decision. I saw the shortlist, and I downplayed my
expectations. I am a Seattle
Mariners fan, we never win
anything, so I was hoping
that I had an outside shot.
This is amazing. What you
do here, what’s striking, is
you tell our story, our narrative, which is so deep, and
[has] so many layers. And, as
a westerner, I do sometimes
get — like my subject, Edward Curtis — this chip that
the Western part of the story,
the native part of the story,
doesn’t get told.
And that’s all I really tried

to do with this book, was to
resurrect a man who went
out to do a book. It’s a book
about a book. Let me just tell
you about The North American Indian. It’s 20 volumes; it
takes up 5 feet of shelf space;
there were only 327 sets produced. He thought it would
take him five years and about
$50,000 to do. It took him 30
years and at least $2.5 million
— mostly of J.P. Morgan’s
money. He lost his copyright
in the end. He didn’t own a
thing. He died penniless,
lonely, 84 years old in his
apartment in Beverly Hills,
feeling like he was a total
failure. The New York Times
gave him an obituary of 77
words. And this was after
they had hailed him, when
he was at the height of his
accomplishment, as creating
“the greatest bibliographic
achievement since the King
James Version of the Bible.”
It was also compared to John
James Audubon’s books of
the world.
Here was a man who
set out to document nations — 80 nations — who
ended up shooting 80,000
photographs, from which
he pulled and printed 2,200
flawless pictures from huge,
glass plate negatives. Now
remember, he schlepped
these glass-plate negatives
down the wild, undammed
Columbia River, down to the
bottom of the Grand Canyon
to find the Havasupai there,
up to the pier, to the mesa
of Acoma [Pueblo], in New
Mexico, the oldest continuously inhabited city in the
United States — people have
been living on top of that
rock for a thousand years —
into the high plains of Montana, and then taking his
glass-plate negatives back
to his studio to Seattle and
developing these images for
one reason. He said, “I want
to make them live forever.” I
want to make them live forever.
And so this is an American story that’s in the tradition of the things that you’ve
honored before. And the sad
part is that, like all artistic
achievements, what Curtis did — it was a tragedy,
in some ways. He did give
up everything. His wife left
him, his family life was bad.
He had a terrible divorce. It
was a magnificent achievement, though. And Teddy
Roosevelt, his mentor, told
him that. His best friend, Ed
Meaney, said, “They may not
like you now, but the ages
will remember you.” And
here we are, ages later, and

Benjamin Hoste | Staff Photographer

Timothy Egan, recipient of the 2013 Chautauqua Prize for his
Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher, poses for a portrait with the
physical award on Tuesday at the Athenaeum Hotel.

we’re remembering him.
And so I wanted to revive
this magnificent achievement.
Also, I’m somewhat of
a big believer — and I’m so
glad you folks recognized it,
thank you for what you said
in the remarks — of storytelling by going to the place.
I like to feel the texture. I
want to know what the wind
is like in Canyon de Chelly.
I want to know the color of
the rock just at sunset. I want
to be able to report that texture, those details. Why did
Curtis spend his summer at
the bottom of that canyon?
Why did he go down the
undammed Columbia River? So I go to those places. I
went to every native homeland that Curtis went to, and
here’s what I found. There
is some debate in academia
over Curtis — did he pose
some pictures, did he do this
or that. He was, after all, a
portrait photographer. So
he would spend all summer
setting up, in some cases, a
single photograph so that he
could get the portrait right.
But, when you go to Indian country, as I did, you find
that not only did he make
them live forever, they immensely appreciated him.
Because in every Indian
reservation I went to, Curtis
pictures were prominent.
In some cases, blown up to
wall size. And people would
point to those pictures and
they would say, “In those
eyes, I can see my greatgrandfather. In that face, I

can see my DNA. I can see
something of how my people
lived.” And so they also appreciate the fact that he took
this little audio recorder with
him, this wax cylinder that
E.H. Harriman had given
him during the [Harriman]
Alaska Expedition of 1899,
and in some cases he got the
last man on Earth to speak a
single language. And he recorded it. And so now, when
the tribes have some money
from casino gambling and
other things, they go back,
and what do they do to revive their language? They
find audio recorders of Edward Curtis. …
The Smithsonian didn’t
really get him for a long time.
They said, “We have Indian
experts,” many of whom had
never met an Indian. He had
to spend his last years in Hollywood shooting pictures of
fake Indians, mostly Italians
in face paint in back lots in
Beverly Hills. Here’s a guy,
an Anglo, who knew more
about native people than any
other white person, and he’s
shooting the fake Indians —
the humility of it all.
But I simply wanted to resurrect this achievement, and
give a sense of what a magnificent accomplishment it
was, and what a great story it
is — just a story of an artist, a
story of adventure. A story of
trying to tell a people’s story.
Tell their narratives before
they disappear. And in honoring me, you honor my hero
and fellow Seattleite Edward
Curtis. Thank you so much.
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Gramm’s Brown Bag to focus on writing of the Gettysburg Address
ticular story insists
that Abraham Lincoln scribbled the
It is Kent Gramm’s
address on the back
first visit to Chautauof an envelope while
qua, and already he
on the train to Getis dispelling myths.
tysburg, Pa. Gramm
Gramm, the prose
believes a speech
writer in residence at GRAMM
scrawled at the last
the Chautauqua Writminute is not in
ers’ Center for Week
Lincoln’s nature as
Three, will give a Brown Bag a careful writer and a deep
lecture titled “Perfect Tribute: thinker.
Writing the Gettysburg Ad“The myth is not a particdress” at 12:15 p.m. today on ularly happy one, but on the
other hand there’s a certain
the porch of Alumni Hall.
The history of the Get- element about it,” Gramm
tysburg Address, one of the said. “It does preserve the
greatest speeches in Ameri- idea that this moment and
can history, is bound to be this speech and this presitied up in fallacies. One par- dent were all of unusual and
kelsey burritt
Staff Writer

exceptional importance.”
Unlike the majority of
presidential or political
speeches delivered today,
the Gettysburg Address was
penned entirely by Lincoln.
Lincoln wrote almost all of
his public addresses, with
the exception of a suggestion
taken every and now and
then from a colleague such
as Secretary of State William
H. Seward, Gramm said.
Lincoln’s initial invitation asked him to deliver a
speech of “few” and “appropriate” words at Gettysburg.
He was asked to briefly introduce the dedication of the
Soldiers’ National Cemetery
in Gettysburg. The main

event, Gramm said, was a
two-hour-long speech to
be delivered by former U.S.
Senator Edward Everett.
At the time, Lincoln’s
speeches were often sprinkled with comedy and humorous — perhaps “inappropriate” — anecdotes. But
he had no intention of cracking jokes at Gettysburg.
“The Gettysburg Address
is a concentrated, almost
hardened piece of work,
where everything relates to
everything else,” Gramm
said, “and it has the economy,
force and beauty of a poem. It
is almost a prose poem.”
The Gettysburg Address
is by no means a new topic

Broehl to re-enact piece of Underground Railroad history
Andrew Manzella
Guest Writer

Adopting the character of
her own great-great-grandmother, Margo Broehl will
present a re-enactment-style
lecture on the history of the
Underground Railroad in
southern Ohio at 4 p.m. today in Smith Wilkes Hall.
Broehl will share her
knowledge of the Underground Railroad and the
station operated by her ancestors, Abraham and Nancy
Morris, through the eyes of
their granddaughter, Mattie
Moore Townsend.
Broehl learned some of
her family’s history by way
of oral tradition, hearing

stories of Morgan’s raid and
other events passed down
by Townsend. She acquired
much of her knowledge,
however, from the publications of Wilbur Henry
Siebert, a past professor at
Ohio State University who
compiled extensive historical accounts of the Underground Railroad.
“There was a great deal
about the Underground
Railroad that Mattie did not
know because it had been
such a secret in her grandfather’s family,” Broehl said.
Broehl’s mother knew
Mattie for the first part of her
life.
“She was familiar with
the tales that Mattie knew,”

Broehl said.
The danger involved in
hosting escaped slaves deterred many written accounts of the Underground
Railroad, Broehl said. She
will use her knowledge to
present a slice of history to
the Smith Wilkes audience.
“You have to understand
how incredibly brave these
people were to get away and
what the odds were against
them,” she said. “They had
no means of transportation,
no resources. Many of them
didn’t make it.”
Broehl said she is proud of
her family’s participation in
a noble part of history.
“What I can see in [my
family] is that we … don’t

like bullies, and we tend to
… not be particularly dissuaded by popular opinion
if it is unkind to others,” she
said.
Corresponding
with
Week Three’s examination of
the Emancipation Proclamation, Broehl mused about the
struggles to free slaves, and
the importance of the Railroad.
“It was compromise after compromise, and I think
[the Railroad] is an example of how sometimes, you
can’t compromise,” she said.
“There are some things that
can’t be compromised, and
human freedom is one of
them.”

for Gramm. Just last week
he was involved in several
events at Gettysburg College, where he is a professor
of American literature, Civil
War studies and creative
writing.
The college’s Civil War
Institute hosts an annual
weeklong conference on
various aspects of the war;
this year’s conference celebrated the sesquicentennial
anniversary of the Battle of
Gettysburg. Gramm gave a
lecture on the Gettysburg
Address, dedicated a new
museum in a seminaryturned-hospital used during the war, and moderated
a discussion on whether the

»

novel The Killer Angels was
necessary in understanding
the Battle of Gettysburg.
None of Gramm’s ancestors were in the war, and he
didn’t step foot on any of its
battlefields until he was an
adult. But he and his friends
became interested in the
Civil War at the age of 10,
and it has stuck with him
ever since.
“For a boy, it’s kind of a romantic, adventurous thing,”
Gramm said. “The more you
study about it the more you
realize that it was an awful
thing. And as you get older
your strong interest becomes
a vehicle of understanding
life.”

on the grounds

Cameras/Recording Equipment
The possession and/or use of cameras or recording devices
in all Chautauqua Institution performance facilities, including
the Amphitheater, Bratton Theater, Norton Hall, Elizabeth
S. Lenna Hall, Smith Wilkes Hall and Hall of Philosophy, are
prohibited except by authorized press and personnel.

CPOA members to hear about CUD plant plans
utility district’s on-hand
funds to proceed with studies preliminary to a full-scale
overhaul of the plant.
Tom Cherry, CUD plant
superintendent, will be present at Saturday’s meeting to
answer questions about the
study, the current status of
the plant, the environmental standards being imposed
by New York state, and lake
quality issues that relate to
the project.
In 2003, Chautauqua
Lake was placed on the list
of impaired waters for ex-

cess phosphorus by the New
York State Department of
Environmental
Conservation under the Clean Water
Act. Impaired designation
requires the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
to develop a Total Maximum
Daily Load (TDML), which
specifies the maximum
amount of a pollutant that a
waterbody can receive and
still meet water quality standards.
Last upgraded in 1985, the
CUD wastewater treatment

plant can currently remove
50 percent of phosphorus that
enters the plant. A major update is required to meet new
requirements, increase capacity and improve the disinfection process.
CPOA memberships will
be available outside the Hall
of Philosophy beginning at
8:30 a.m. Saturday. The Chautauqua Institution Board of
Trustees Open Forum will
follow the CPOA meeting,
beginning at 10 a.m. at the
Hall of Philosophy.

CHAUTAUQUA

2013

Property owners will
learn about the Chautauqua
Utility District’s plans for
engineering design work
on its wastewater treatment
plant at the general meeting
of the Chautauqua Property
Owners Association at 9 a.m.
Saturday at the Hall of Philosophy.
According
to
CPOA
president Hugh Butler, each
Chautauqua property owner
within the district will have
the opportunity to vote Tuesday, Aug. 13, on the question
of spending $408,000 of the
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McDONALD
from page 1

Years of discipline, hard
work and staying true to his
roots made the musician
a perfect fit for Steely Dan
and The Doobie Brothers,
the two bands that would
propel him to stardom.
After a stint with jazzoriented Steely Dan tested
his technical mastery, McDonald’s work within the
simpler song structures of
The Doobie Brothers allowed him to showcase his
raw talent in a different
light.
“When I got with the
Doobies, I found that my
background with that music
really did me well,” McDonald said. “Songs that were
gospel-rooted songs [were]
pretty much the kind of
stuff that I had learned to
play back in St. Louis.”
Tonight’s performance
will showcase the artist’s career after his time
with Steely Dan. Open-air
venues like the Amp are
among the artist’s favorites, and he believes the
setting will suit such songs
as “What a Fool Believes,”
“Takin’ It to the Streets,”
“Keeps you Runnin’,” “I
Keep Forgettin’,” “Yah Mo’
B There,” “You Belong to
Me” and a variety of the
Motown covers for which
he is also known.
McDonald’s 2003 album,
Motown, was nominated for
two Grammy Awards and
was certified platinum. Motown Two (2004) debuted at
No. 9 on the Billboard 200
and No. 8 on Billboard’s

Top R&B Albums. McDonald has won five Grammy
Awards throughout his career.
After decades of success,
McDonald remains true to
his craft, though the process
by which he prepares for
a tour has changed a great
deal.
“Back in the day, I probably didn’t do much preparing,” he said. “[The band]
played so much that I didn’t
do a lot of practicing. We
did a lot of rehearsing; we
would rehearse for days.”
Today, McDonald’s band
is a well-oiled machine.
“I always look to the musicians I’m working with for
some kind of an inspiration
from them,” he said of the
collaborative process.
Though he hardly stands
alone onstage, McDonald humbly admitted he is
pleased with where his career is.
“Mostly I enjoy being a
solo artist,” he said. “I enjoy
having ultimate direction,
being left to my own devices. It’s kind of a luxury,
really. I have a hard time
believing sometimes that I
actually get to go out and
play with my own band and
have that position where I
can pretty much do what I
want to do.”
So what is it that Michael
McDonald wants out of tonight’s performance?
“We want people not
to feel afraid to get up and
dance,” he said. “That’s
what we do best.”

knight
from page 1

Courtesy of Chautauqua Institution ARCHIVES

Bishop John Heyl Vincent stands with Jane Addams during her visit to Chautauqua in 1915.

gayle

WAUGH

The challenge is taking the grand issues of
the world and mobilizing
individuals to fight for
change. Gayle hopes to
inspire any community
to be engaged — even a
pinpoint as small as the
Chautauqua community,
which Gayle’s family has
been a part of for several
generations.
“Within the Chautauqua community, we can
start creating that very
sort of change that we
would like to see, beyond
just where we vacation,”
Gayle said.

For example, while Grant attempted to frame the Civil
War as a moral war, many
sympathetic to the Confederacy’s Lost Cause movement believed it was fought
to secure state rights and
overcome tyranny — ideals
still present in today’s political discourse.
Waugh said that while interpretations of history may
change, “some truths can
never be changed.”
“The ending of slavery
was a good thing for this
country,” she said. “We must
never forget that the Union
cause was the right cause.”
Waugh’s interest in the
Civil War was sparked by
a fascination with Grant,
whose reputation, she discovered, was “ludicrously
misinterpreted” for decades.
Many historians have
long criticized Grant’s twoterm presidency, specifically
for the number of controversies within his administration. Only in recent years has
Grant been recognized for
his progressive efforts, such
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as signing the 15th Amendment in February 1870, which
prohibits government from
denying suffrage on racial
precedent. Grant’s Reconstruction policies attempted
to fundamentally change
life in the South, resulting in
what Waugh called “an incredible experiment in racial
equality.”
“He did make mistakes
in his administration,” she
said. “But … you can look at
any president and find huge
mistakes. You can look at
any president, including our
current one, and find corruption and scandals.”
In March 2010, when Rep.
Patrick T. McHenry (R-N.C.)
proposed legislation to print
former President Ronald
Reagan’s likeness on the
$50 bill, Waugh responded
with a Los Angeles Times oped titled “Ulysses S. Grant
Earned His $50 Bill.” Waugh
again defended Grant in a
May 2011 Salon op-ed titled
“How the ‘Lost Cause’ Poisoned Our History Books.”
She asserted that historians
such as William A. Dunning
misrepresented Grant for
years — “distortions” which
are still evident today.
“If he really was a stupid butcher who was
drunk most of the time,
what does that say about
his commander in chief?”
Waugh said. “Do people

Addams possessed the
voice to reach women of all
classes, Knight said. Many
advocates for women’s issues
of the time spoke for themselves, looking through their
own, usually prosperous
middle class experiences and
from there projecting such
views onto history.
“Women who are working class don’t make that
mistake,” Knight said. Nor
did Jane Addams.
In addition to her two
books, Knight has published
pieces in the The New York
Times Book Review, The Wall
Street Journal, The Nation’s
website, The Huffington Post,
the Chicago Tribune and the
website of the Women’s Media Center. She is currently
working on a dual biography of Sarah and Angelina
Grimké, radical feminists
and abolitionists during the
19th century.
really think Abraham Lincoln would bring Grant …
to Washington, D.C., if he
believed that of [him]?”
Lincoln invited Grant and
his wife, Julia, to Ford’s Theatre for the April 14, 1865,
performance of Our American Cousin. Waugh said the
Grants declined (and likely
avoided “a true catastrophe”), as Julia and Mary
Todd Lincoln did not get
along, and Julia insisted she
and Grant instead visit their
son in New Jersey.
Following Lincoln’s assassination, Waugh said Grant
felt responsible for preserving the Union — especially
while watching the “unfolding disaster” that was President Andrew Johnson’s administration. To convey this
burden, Waugh referenced
the end of historian Bruce
Catton’s Grant Takes Command, in which Catton imagines a scene where Grant and
Lincoln are walking along a
road together. Suddenly, Lincoln disappears, and Grant is
alone.
Waugh then re-imagined
the scenario, posing an even
more compelling question:
What would the world be
like today if Lincoln had
lived, and if he and Grant
had overseen the Reconstruction together?
Her
response:
“Who
knows?”
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When Grant came to town
anthony dominic | Copy Editor

I

n the posterior of Chautauqua Institution’s Oliver
Archives Center is a worn, maroon tome. Its
cover, thick and self-effacing, reveals little. Inside
is the inscription “Chautauqua Scrapbook, Volume I:
From 1874 to 1887 Inclusive,” as prepared by a
Mrs. Adelaide L. Westcott.

Therein, among a number
of old records and photos beyond counting, are the writings of Theodore L. Flood.
In August 1875, Flood —
who would become the first
editor of The Chautauqua
Assembly Herald the following year — was serving as
co-founder John Heyl Vincent’s personal assistant. In
an attempt to make the second New York Chautauqua
Assembly greater than the
first, Vincent sought to invite
a high-profile guest to the
grounds.
This guest would be President Ulysses S. Grant.
As his writings reveal, it
was Flood who brokered the
historic visit. For posterity,
he recorded every detail of
the arduous process.
Flood is vulnerable in his
writing, almost apologetic.
A keen observer, he captures
the nuance of a crowded
room and the spirit of a conversation in ways that would
seldom occur to most writers. Timid yet self-aware,
Flood put words to a page as
if they were never going to
be read by another.
Flood’s account begins
with two titles — “The First
Offshoot About Chautauqua” and “Old Chautauqua
Days” — as if he couldn’t decide which he liked more.
He depicts a scene in
which he is meeting with
Vincent to discuss the summer guest. At first, Vincent
appears to be set on Henry
Ward Beecher; however, he
suddenly changes his mind
and suggests the president.
Vincent had been Grant’s
pastor in Galena, Ill., before
either man gained fame, said
Jon Schmitz, Institution archivist and historian. The
two remained in touch; Vincent once visited the president at the White House.
Flood recounts their conversation. Vincent noted that

while Beecher “ ‘is known to
be on the side of Christianity,’ ” Grant “ ‘is not a member of any church.’ ” Therefore, Vincent believed, the
Assembly had more to gain
from Grant’s visit.
At the time, Grant was
troubled by several highly
publicized scandals within
his administration. With
Congress in recess, he would
be taking vacation in Long
Branch, N.J., which was then
considered the Hollywood of
the East Coast. (Seven presidents made visits to Long
Branch, after which its Seven
Presidents Park and Church
of the Presidents are named.)
Vincent told Flood to travel to Long Branch to meet
Grant in person.
And with that, Vincent
began drafting a formal invitation.
The Meeting
Upon arriving in Long
Branch, Flood met with Gen.
Orville E. Babcock, Grant’s
private secretary, or chief of
staff. (Babcock is the greatgrandfather of Jim Babcock,
husband of Sherra Babcock,
Chautauqua Institution vice
president and Emily and
Richard Smucker Chair for
Education.)
Babcock said the president would be arriving at
his cottage around 11 a.m.
Following lunch, he anticipated Grant would “take his
smoke” around 2 p.m. This,
Babcock said, would be the
best time to extend Vincent’s
invitation.
At 1:45 p.m., Flood and
Babcock left in a carriage
and “promptly … were at the
door of Grant’s cottage.”
“It was a simple ceremony,” Flood writes. “I sent in
my card and letter of introduction written by Dr. Vincent. That was enough. The
President remembered his
old pastor and immediately

I was ushered into his smoking room.”
Flood said the president
inquired with great interest
about Vincent and his family.
He was then presented with
Vincent’s written invitation.
“The president kept me
talking while he smoked two
cigars,” Flood writes. “His
manner was easy; he talked
freely expressing himself
with the utmost frankness
on many subjects of vital
interest at that time; it was
pleasing to find him in real
life so different from the pen
pictures given of him in the
press of the country as ‘the
silent man.’
“When he asked, ‘Where
is Chautauqua located? What
is the distance from Long
Branch? What kind of meeting is held there?’ I answered
the questions briefly, finding
that to each of them it was
easier to make reply than to
the last one.”
Flood then asked the president, frankly, if he would be
part of the Assembly, adding
that Chautauquans would be
pleased to receive him Sunday.
“He replied, ‘I might go
out on Friday night and arrive there on Saturday and
be with you for the Sabbath.’ ”
Flood asked if he could assist in making any travel arrangements. Grant declined
and said Babcock would
handle his arrangements.
Flood added that the
Assembly would also be
pleased to receive the president’s wife, as well as any of
his other friends or relatives.
“ ‘General Babcock will go
with me, and perhaps one of
my sons,’ ” Grant said.
After it was decided that
Grant would arrive in Jamestown, N.Y., Saturday, Aug. 14,
Flood asked, “Will you take
lunch at ex-Governor [Reuben] Fenton’s house, or will
you pass on up the Lake?”
“Pass on up the Lake, pass
on up the Lake,” was the
prompt reply.
“This embarrassed me
exceedingly,” Flood writes,
“but I covered my disappointment and proceeded
with the conversation.”
Fenton, the 22nd governor

of New York and a former
senator and congressman,
was, as Flood suggested,
“the most prominent political man at this time in Western New York.”
“The lines were drawn
between the Liberals and
the Stalwarts,” Flood writes
of the divided Republican
party. While the Stalwarts
were supportive of Grant,
Flood said that Fenton, “with
a large number of influential
men,” led the opposing liberal faction.
“My suggestion that exGovernor Fenton’s hospitality would be extended to the
President was, I saw, an embarrassment that would confront us in the days to come,
unless it was settled at this
interview.”
It was established that
Grant, Fenton and a small
party of politicians would
join Republican supporter
Alonzo Kent for lunch at his
home in Jamestown. Kent
was the president of Jamestown’s First National Bank.
Flood reveals that he had
reservations about this gathering.
“How could I get around
this lunch at Jamestown
and preserve peace in social
circles and perpetuate harmony between political factions, had grown to be even
a larger question with me
than getting the President to
Chautauqua.”
Upon leaving Grant’s cottage, Flood immediately sent
a one-line telegram to Chautauqua.
“Long Branch, Dr. J. H.
Vincent. — Jonathan says he
will come. T.L. Flood.”
One is left to presume
“Jonathan” was Flood’s code
name for Grant (see sidebar).
“My mission was ended,”
he writes, “and I went home,
pleased with myself.”
The Arrival
On “a bright morning of
August,” Flood went to Salamanca, N.Y., to meet Grant,
who would be arriving by
train.
When the train arrived,
Flood was immediately confronted by Babcock. By the
look on the general’s face,
Flood knew something was
wrong.
Noticeably flustered, Babcock said “ ‘a Newspaper
man’ ” had boarded the train
and told everyone that former governor Fenton would
be hosting the day’s lunch.
“ ‘It vexes the President,’ ”
Babcock said, before ordering Flood to enter the president’s special car and resolve
the matter.
As Flood made his way
inside, he noticed the president’s entire party was in a
“state of anxiety.” When he
found Grant in the back of
the car, though, the president
was “perfectly agreeable.”
Upon learning the reporter’s rumor was false,
the president was ready to
depart for Jamestown. Flood
notes that he was in good
spirit.
“The President was an interested observer,” he writes.
“He inquired about the Indians on the Reservation in
Cattaraugus County, which
joined Chautauqua, their
habits, their religious customs, and how they adapted
themselves to the civilization
of the white people around
them ; the prices of the land
and of horses and the dairy
interests of the country interested him greatly.”
“Of politics he had nothing to say,” Flood writes.
“No question of government
was mentioned.”
Flood had little to say of
the lunch in Jamestown —
which, likely to his surprise,
suggests it was uneventful.
He did write that it was “el-

The pre-empted Visit of
Vice President WIlson
Before inviting President Ulysses S. Grant to Chautauqua, Theodore L. Flood also invited Vice President
Henry Wilson.
The day after Flood met with John Heyl Vincent to
discuss the New York Chautauqua Assembly’s summer
guest, he left for Saratoga Springs, N.Y., where Wilson
“was resting from annoyances of political life at Washington.”
Upon entering Wilson’s den, Flood writes, “He was
surrounded with books and papers and looked like a
student in his den.”
Wilson was patient and showed interest in the Assembly. When asked if he would visit, Wilson promptly
said, “Yes, I will come.”
The vice president’s travel expenses were to be paid,
but Flood said Wilson would allow nothing more.
Shortly after, Flood sent a telegraph to Vincent, in
which he used a code name to refer to Wilson.
“Dr. J. H. Vincent, Mayville, N.Y.:—Jackson will
come. T.L. Flood.”
“We had arranged that I should telegraph, in cipher,
the result of my visit,” Flood writes, “therefore I called
the Vice-President ‘Jackson.’ ”
After learning that Grant had also accepted an invitation to Chautauqua, Wilson changed his mind and
decided not to come. Flood speculated that this was a
security decision.
“Hence, I made up my mind to this, —if the President goes, the Vice-President will not go ; but if the
President does not go, the Vice-President will.”
Wilson died from a stroke three months later in November 1875. He was 63.

—Anthony Dominic
egant” and consisted of 12
courses.
As Babcock had arranged,
the president would travel to
the Assembly on the steam
yacht Josie Bell.
“The yacht looked like a
fairy ship,” Flood writes. “So
beautifully was she draped
and festooned with the stars
and stripes.”
Upon boarding, Grant immediately took a chair on the
yacht’s bow to have a perfect
view of Chautauqua Lake.
“Other steamers, large
and small, sailed on either
side and in the rear of the
Josie Bell,” Flood writes. “The
great stern wheeler Jamestown with three thousand
souls on board, was far on the
right. The Griffith, with eight
hundred people on board,
sailed half a mile to the left.
The Moulton, the Vincent, and
a numerous fleet sailed near
by, like so many ships of war,
laden with loyal people, in
whom party spirit seemed to
vanish, for the present, amid
a sweeping wave of popular
enthusiasm.
“The weather was fair, the
Lake was calm, and the sail
was delightful.”
When
the
Assembly
grounds came into view,
Flood said it looked as if
“there was not enough room
… for any more people, so
dense was the crowd that
had gathered to receive the
President.”
The police cleared a path
as the Josie Bell docked. Vincent was the first to greet
Grant as he stepped onto the
pier.
The Sabbath
Flood wrote little about
Grant’s time on the grounds.
However, while his insight
is missed, an anonymous
reporter of the now defunct
Buffalo Express captured the
historic weekend in great detail.
“The assembly of 1875 was
in every respect an improvement upon that of 1874,” he
begins, noting that the president’s visit gave Chautauqua
“a distinctively patriotic air.”
“It was a season of the
year when Congress was
not in session,” he writes,
“the public mind was at rest,
and no exciting questions
monopolized the columns
of the daily press, so that
more than usual space was
given to the accounts of the
scenes enacted at Chautauqua Lake.”

Though he was invited by
Vincent, the president spent
Saturday night in Assembly
co-founder Lewis Miller’s
cottage. Grant’s cohort included: one of his sons; Babcock; Babcock’s son; Rep. Oliver Hoyt of Connecticut; and
“staff correspondents from
great daily papers in the
chief cities.” During the day,
they occupied a tent erected
in Miller Park.
The reporter recalls a moment when an old Civil War
veteran spotted Grant on
the veranda of the tent, and
his eyes began to swell with
tears.
“ ‘By Jove,’ [the veteran]
said, ‘the old boy looks just
as he did in his tent down
at [the Battle of] Shiloh ; I’m
going to speak to him,’ and
with an enthusiasm … he
pressed through the crowd
up to the veranda and called
out, ‘How are you, General?
I fought with you at Shiloh
and Vicksburg.’
”The president met him
cordially,”
the
reporter
writes, “and seemed to enjoy
the liberty of the welcome.”
On Sunday, Grant occupied the platform in Miller
Park and “listened very attentively” to the morning
and afternoon lectures. Later, Vincent presented Grant
with an English (or “Bagster”) edition of the Complutensian Polyglot Bible.
“No speech, not a word
did Grant utter,” the reporter
writes, “but, with a graceful
bow, received the book and
sat down. It was intended as
a souvenir of his visit, and
he carried it home and was
heard to refer to it several
times in after years, as a peculiarly pleasing episode in
his visit to the Assembly.”
The reporter recalls another scene that transpired
outside Grant’s tent before
his departure.
“While the services have
been going on at the stand
today, a group of admiring
friends stood in front of the
president’s tent, calmly surveying the scene,” he writes.
“Passing there this morning,
I saw one young gent from
the country, with stripped
pants, cowhide boot, and
open eyes and mouth, looking at the President of the
United States probably for
the first and last time.”
The reporter ended his reflection of the scene with one
word.
“Remarkable!”
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Fund chairs summon Chautauquans to action
devlin geroski
Staff Writer

When Jack and Yvonne
McCredie left Sunday morning worship at the Amphitheater on July 7, they were
ambushed by their daughter
and grandchildren, 4-yearold Leland and 7-year-old
Lucy. So as they took their
seats under the red awning
of the Brick Walk Cafe, their
furry Portuguese water dog,
Bingo, in tow, they smiled
and chatted about their
grandchildren.
One can imagine that as
busy as the McCredies are
as chairs of the Chautauqua
Fund, they must really enjoy the chance to spend an
afternoon with their family.
And they must feel pride
in watching their children
and grandchildren grow up,
knowing it is their generation that will take the helm
to ensure Chautauqua Institution’s future.
Yvonne adamantly believes that the fate of the
Institution is largely in the
hands of the Chautauquan
youth.
“We need to encourage
the younger generations to
become involved in gift-giving and in approaching potential donors and spreading

yvonne and jack mccredie
the word about the annual
fund,” Yvonne said. “It isn’t
making a huge gift that matters, but the fact that you’re
making a personal commitment, that you’re saying
the Institution matters to
you and that it’s something
worth preserving.”
The annual fund is impor-

tant because it contributes
to the preservation of the Institution. As many Chautauquans know, proceeds from
gate passes cover only a
fraction of the cost of maintaining the Institution and
providing its programming.
The fund helps to close this
gap, allowing for improved

Shaw Fund supports Waugh morning lecture
The Donald Chace Shaw
Fund of the Chautauqua
Foundation provides funding for today’s morning lecture by Joan Waugh.
The fund was established
as an endowment fund within
the Chautauqua Foundation
by Mr. Donald Chace Shaw of
Hamburg, N.Y. Distributions
from this fund are designated
for use in support of specific
programs including Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra
performances and lectures in
American history and American political science.
Shaw was a longtime
participant and supporter
of Chautauqua Institution’s
numerous activities and
programs. Originally from
Newfane, N.Y., he pursued
undergraduate studies at the
University at Buffalo and the
State University College for
Teachers at Buffalo. Upon

graduation, Shaw taught in
several school districts in
western New York. He then
attended graduate school at
the University of Michigan,
where both he and his wife,
Margaret C. Behringer of
Ann Arbor, Mich., earned
their master’s degrees. The
Shaws first visited the Institution in June 1942 on their honeymoon. Following his initial
career in teaching, Shaw was
employed by the Carborundum Company in Niagara
Falls, N.Y. In 1955, he and his
wife both returned to teaching at Hamburg High School
until their retirement in 1975.
Shaw taught American history and was responsible
for the development of the
school district’s Advanced
Placement program. During
this period, he and his family
were frequent visitors to the
Institution and participated

in summer programs offered
by Syracuse University.
Shaw was one of the
founding owners in 1983 of
Waugh Manor at the northwest corner of Waugh and
Palestine Avenues. With an
established residence on the
grounds, he participated in
the entire season, as well as in
off‑season activities offered at
the Institution. Shaw was a
life member of the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific
Circle and the Guild of Seven
Seals. He served two terms
as a district representative
for the Chautauqua Property
Owners Association and was
a trustee and secretary of the
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Chautauqua.
In addition to his involvements at the Institution, he was also a member
and treasurer of the Sons of
the American Revolution,
a member of the Order of
the Founders and Patriots
of America, registrar and librarian of the Western New
York Genealogical Society,
a member of the Niagara
County Historical Society
and secretary of the Western
New York Cribbage Club.
The establishment of this
fund by Shaw is an affirmation
of his longtime commitment
to Chautauqua Institution in
recognition of the significant
role it has played in his life.
If you would be interested
in discussing the possibility of
establishing an endowed lectureship or supporting another
aspect of the Institution’s program, please contact Karen
Blozie, Chautauqua Foundation’s director of gift planning,
at 716-357-6244 or by email at
kblozie@ciweb.org.

programming, scholarships
and funding for maintenance around the grounds.
This is why the fund’s primary objectives for the season are raising $3.61 million
to support the annual fund
and to broaden the base of
support with new donor participation. To achieve these
goals, the annual fund must
inspire the commitment of
more Chautauquans.
“Reaching these goals
through new donors is important, because otherwise
we’re going back to the same
donors and saying they’ve
got to increase their gifts by
5 percent to accomplish the
Institution’s strategic goals
each year,” Jack said.
In addition to appealing to new donors, Jack and
Yvonne also plan to encourage property owners and
local businesses to more
strongly support the Institution.
“Approximately 50 percent of property owners give
to the annual fund,” Yvonne
said. “That’s a good number,
but there’s always room for
improvement. I think we really have to understand that
the value of our property
here at Chautauqua is completely dependent on the
success of the Institution.

Property owners really have
to understand that it’s part
of being a property owner
to contribute to the Institution’s well-being at some
level, to understand that
connection between Institution and ownership.”
Jack explained that the
Chautauqua County Campaign team, comprised of
Chautauqua County residents, works alongside annual fund volunteers in
gathering support for the
Institution.
The campaign, he said,
has proven very effective at
reaching out to permanent
residents of Chautauqua
County.
The McCredies explained
that another critical part of
rallying donor support consists in gathering and considering feedback on how to
improve Chautauqua.
“We want to hear from
people,” Jack said. “Feedback is integral in our objectives, so a major goal that we
have is to serve as ears for
the Institution.”
“We don’t want the Institution to be managed by a
select few people,” Yvonne
added. “The important thing
is to be all-inclusive. Without
an open line of communication between Chautauquans

and the Institution, we can’t
improve the community.”
Jack and Yvonne suggested that anyone with feedback for Chautauqua attend
Trustee Porch Discussions
at 9:30 a.m. Wednesdays on
the Hultquist Center porch.
They’re also in the midst
of planning a gathering for
next year’s potential fund
volunteers so they can explain what volunteering for
the fund entails and collect
feedback from potential volunteers.
Yvonne puts the annual
fund’s goals into perspective
with some simple math.
“If we had twice the volunteers, everybody would be
doing half as much work,”
she said. “For people who
love Chautauqua, volunteering to spread the Institution’s message and to hopefully broaden the donor base
is a great way to give back.”
People with questions or
concerns about how they can
get involved with volunteering
for the annual fund or want to
know more about why and how
their philanthropy matters can
contact Tina Downey, director of the Chautauqua Fund, at
716-357-6406 or by email at tdowney@ciweb.org.

‘Mmm’ is for mushrooms

greg funka | staff photographer

The Bird, Tree & Garden Club, celebrating its 100th anniversary this summer, will hold its biennial
grilled mushroom sandwich sale beginning at 11:30 a.m. today on the patio of Smith Wilkes Hall.
For $7.50, mushroom sandwiches (or a grilled cheese), a side of fresh fruit, chips, a cookie and
water or lemonade will be available until sold out.
This mushroom sandwich sale tradition began in 1965 and is now held on alternate years of the
BTG House Tour. The Dixie Lakesiders, an eight-member Dixieland band, will be providing music
on the patio.
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BRIAN SMITH | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

GORDON-REED:
IN MANY WAYS,
JOHNSON
CRIPPLED
BY HIS
RACISM

Annette Gordon-Reed, Harvard
professor of American legal
history, delivers the Thursday
morning lecture in the
Amphitheater. Gordon-Reed
spoke on the post-Emancipation
failures of President Andrew
Johnson during Reconstruction.

JESS MILLER | Staff Writer

D

ocumenting the life of one of America’s worst
presidents may not sound appealing, but Annette
Gordon-Reed has accepted the challenge.

Her book, Andrew Johnson,
details the life of the 17th
president, who assumed ofﬁce following Abraham Lincoln’s assassination in 1865.
Gordon-Reed, a historian
and professor at Harvard
Law School, spoke at Thursday’s morning lecture. She
was the fourth lecturer in
the week themed “America,
1863,” and she spoke about
how Johnson’s Reconstruction eﬀorts have shaped the
future of American attitudes
on race.
Gordon-Reed said that
because Andrew Johnson’s
presidency is continually
ranked as one of the worst in
American history, she never
expected it to be a subject she
would write about. But then
she realized that his actions
continue to aﬀect AfricanAmericans today.
“Just because someone is
a bad president doesn’t make
them an unimportant president,” she said. “He’s a critically important president,
and it’s critically important
to know about him because
of the things that he did and

did not do.”
One of Johnson’s responsibilities as president was
overseeing the enforcement
of Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation.
“When we think of the
legacy of Emancipation,” she
said, “we ask the question:
How well has the country
done towards bringing black
people into full citizenship
in the United States?”
Gordon-Reed said Johnson doesn’t quite measure
up.
Following the Emancipation Proclamation, Radical
Republicans in Congress
thought the South should
be punished. They thought
Johnson would be on their
side in this matter, as he had
been born into an impoverished family in Tennessee
and had a deep hatred for
the aristocratic families of
the South.
But there was one fault of
Johnson’s that Republicans
hadn’t counted on.
“This person worked his
way up every rung of the
political ladder — alder-

man, mayor, everything
you can think of, he was,”
Gordon-Reed said. “But he
was something else, too. He
was deeply, deeply hostile to
black people.”
Johnson agreed with the
basic premise of the Emancipation Proclamation because
he thought freeing the slaves
was the only way to conquer
the South. But he disagreed
with the Proclamation in almost every other way, as he
did not want former slaves to
have rights to education, voting or marriage.
“He said, ‘There should be
no special favors for the negro,’ ” she said.
It was an interesting time,
politically, for the inexperienced president. He had
to decide whether or not
to stay hostile toward those
Southerners who made him
feel self-conscious about his
upbringing. This upbringing
meant he had more in common with the newly freed
slaves, but Johnson was also
anxious to distance himself
from this poor class of people.
“So when Johnson takes
oﬃce, there’s already a welldeveloped question: What
are we going to do with black
people?” Gordon-Reed said.
Johnson’s answer was to
free the slaves and do noth-

ing else. By the time Congress reconvened in December 1865, slavery was mostly
abolished. But “black codes”
had started to spring up
in the Southern states and
lynchings were not uncommon. Johnson, though, did
nothing.
“Johnson takes oﬃce and
opposes all these various
measures that were designed
to bring blacks into citizenship,” Gordon-Reed said.
“He ﬁghts with the Radical
Republicans about this and
becomes the ﬁrst president
to be impeached.”
Johnson escaped being
ejected from oﬃce by a single vote. Upon returning to
Tennessee, he served a partial term in the Senate and
then died a few months later.
“Not a very good legacy,
but an important legacy,”
Gordon-Reed said.
Journals and diaries collected from Southerners
during this time indicate
that the South would have
taken any settlement that the
North oﬀered, fearing massive retaliation and prosecution of secession leaders.
“They were defeated and
could’ve accepted much
tougher terms, and [Johnson] gave them hope,”
Gordon-Reed said. “He emboldened a lot of people to

continue the ﬁght, and having resurrected that spirit of
‘The South Will Rise Again,’
it never went away.”
Gordon-Reed
suggested the South actually triumphed — not on the battleﬁeld, but in the minds of
Americans.
“Just because we end
slavery… the question of
race, which is very hard for
Americans to deal with, continues,” she said.
She pointed to a number
of aftereﬀects that negatively
impacted race relations during and after Reconstruction:
sharecroppers, economic inequality between blacks and
whites, Jim Crow laws and
the Supreme Court’s “separate but equal” ruling in
Plessy v. Ferguson. These all
led to the Great Migration, in
which blacks moved north
because of the lynchings and
lack of opportunity in the
South.
Gordon-Reed said there
are also lingering eﬀects today, especially given two
recent Supreme Court decisions. In Shelby County v.
Holder, the Supreme Court
struck down a section of
the Voting Rights Act, a law
passed in 1965 to prohibit
discrimination in voting. In
Fisher v. University of Texas at
Austin, the defendant sued
the university, saying that

ANNETTE GORDON-REED
author, The Hemingses of Monticello:
An American Family and Andrew Johnson
Charles Warren Professor of American
Legal History, Harvard Law School
Carol K. Pforzheimer Professor at the
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study

aﬃrmative action isn’t legal.
(The justices tossed the case
back down to lower courts
for an oﬃcial ruling.)
As demonstrated by these
two Supreme Court cases,
race is still an inﬂuential factor in the lives of Americans
today, Gordon-Reed said.
She said it is important to
continue to study Johnson
and the reverberations of
his Reconstructionist policies throughout the past 150
years.
“It’s amazing to think of
someone working their way
up from nothing, to being
the President of the United
States,” she said. “That’s
drive. That’s not a stupid
person. But he was crippled
in many ways by his racism.”
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‘Brutality on the outside does not destroy beauty on the inside’

“T

he vision, will and purpose of God never fall on
lives that are mistake or failure free,” said the
Rev. William D. Watley. “God’s will, purpose
and destiny become real in lives that sin and
fall, and in the lives of those victimized by forces, powers
and people we have no control over.”
Watley preached at the Thursday 9:15 a.m. morning worship service on the topic “Abuse and Scandal are not Death
Sentences.” His Scriptures included 2 Samuel 11:2-5, 12:7-15,
25 and Matthew 1:5-6.
Watley recalled when, more than 30 years ago, he received a telephone call in the middle of the night. His father
had suffered a heart attack and was in intensive care.
“I was very calm because I heard a soft voice say that
this was not a sickness unto death,” Watley said. “He lived
another five or six years and had two more pastorates.”
Church folk, he said, can speak what they do not know
and try to interpret the will of God that they don’t understand.
“They believe that prayer can stop people from dying,”
he said. “Prayer is powerful, but sometimes God says no,
not because we lack faith — but God desires a different
destiny. God has made life and God makes the decision to
call us home.”
The story of David and Bathsheba shows that abuse and
scandal, human mistakes and failures, are not necessarily a
death sentence. David thought he had covered up his abuse
of Bathsheba, but the prophet Nathan exposed him.
“He had to answer publicly for what his power allowed
him to do in private,” Watley said.
He said that despite Hollywood depictions of Bathsheba
as a seductress and a willing participant in sin, she was not
free. Bathsheba was an abused woman.
“It is hard for us to understand the power David had —
he was the law, judge, jury, prosecutor and executioner,”
Watley said. “He had the power of life and death over her.”
There is no word of judgment in the Bible about Bathsheba or her family. David was the reason for the scandal,
and he received a personal word of judgment for his abuse
of power.
“The dynamics of abuse are present when there is an unequal balance or distribution of power,” Watley said. “This
abuse can come from physical violence, mental intimida-

Morning Worship
column by Mary lee talbot
tion, emotional trauma or spiritual paralysis.”
Watley went on to say that abuse can occur anywhere,
whether in the home, the workplace or the church.
“Abuse does not have the last word on our destiny,” he
said. “God’s will, purpose and destiny can become a reality
despite traumatic experiences. Ask Maya Angelou, Mary J.
Blige, Mariah Carey, Bill Clinton, Aretha [Franklin], Madonna or Oprah. They are still producing life.”
Bathsheba, too, continued to produce life. In 2 Samuel
12:24, Solomon is born. Bathsheba was blessed with four
children with David. She still had the capacity for life and
abundance.
“Brutality on the outside does not destroy beauty on the
inside,” Watley said. “Cruelty on the outside does not destroy Christ on the inside. Persecution on the outside does
not destroy power on the inside. Rejection on the outside
does not destroy redemption on the inside. Scandal on the
outside does not destroy strength on the inside.
“I know that there are some people in the room who
know this by experience,” Watley continued. “ ‘You don’t
know like I know what the Lord had done for me.’ Abuse
and scandal are not necessarily a death sentence; they can
produce life.”
It is possible to grow a new skin and leave the old one
behind. Watley was fishing one day and found a snake skin.
“The snake was missing, and when I asked where the
snake was,” Watley said, “a man told me it grew a new skin.
And we know that birds shed their feathers; it is called
molting.”
Bathsheba was able to have more children with David
after his abuse because she was prepared to crawl out of her
old skin.
“We need to be prepared to crawl out of our old skin and

leave Mrs. Potiphar behind [a reference to Wednesday’s
sermon],” he said. “We can’t try to move into our destiny
wearing our old skin; we can’t fly into our vision with old
feathers.”
He asked the congregation to turn to a neighbor and say,
“You can grow some new skin and sprout some new feathers. That skin is prayer and those feathers are worship.”
God can restore life that has been taken away, Watley
said. The Gospel restores those who have faced abuse and
scandal to who they were before that scandal visited their
lives. Watley gave a listing of the way David treated Bathsheba and compared it with the way she was treated by
Uriah.
“As the wife of David she was damaged … needy … an
object … a possession … rebuffed … vice … weary,” he said.
“As the wife of Uriah she was needed … the only one …
pure … redeemed … virtue … made whole.”
Restoration is not easy, and it takes time.
“It takes more than sitting in a service for an hour … to
do the heavy lifting,” Watley said. “The good news is that
God spared no expense that we might be restored.”
Watley quoted preacher Gardner C. Taylor, who said
“God allowed Jesus to become time-bound and death-eligible.”
“I know somebody who can restore us: Jesus,” Watley
said. “The blood of Jesus will wash away our sins and make
us whole again. There is no other fountain I know — nothing but the blood of Jesus.”
The Rev. Edward McCarthy presided. Christine Bougeois from
the International Order of The King’s Daughters and Sons Scholarship Program read the Scripture. She is from Ottawa, Canada,
and graduated in 2012 with a Bachelor of Arts from Carleton
University.
The prelude was “Caprice on Danish and Russian Airs” for
flute, oboe, clarinet and piano by Camille Saint Saëns. The quartet
included Barbara Hois, Rebecca Scarnati, Debbie Grohman and
Willie La Favor. The Motet Choir, under the direction of Jared
Jacobsen, organist and worship and sacred music coordinator, sang
“Ubi Caritas” by Peter Matthews. Robert J. Wappel translated the
ninth-century text.
The Carnahan-Jackson and J. Everett Hall Memorial Chaplaincies support this week’s services.

Friday, July 12, 2013

The Chautauquan Daily 

Page 9

religion

Franklin’s tools of liberation:
Big IDeas, expressed through beautiful language

fredo villaseñor | Staff Writer

I

t was Jan. 1, 1863, and Abraham Lincoln
was supposed to sign the Emancipation
Proclamation. Morning and midday
passed, and he still hadn’t signed it. The Rev.
Robert M. Franklin, Wednesday’s Interfaith
Lecturer, said that slaves and abolitionists
across the country began to worry that
Lincoln had backed out.

Lincoln had a full schedule that day. He made it to
his office to sign the document only after attending a
number of New Year’s Day
receptions, and then he had
to wait for the Proclamation
to be rewritten because of
a typographical error. But
then there was another delay: Lincoln needed time to
massage his right arm before
he could write a proper signature; he claimed his arm
was nearly paralyzed from
shaking hands since 9 a.m.
that morning.
Eventually, his arm was
made steady and history was
made. Lincoln finally put
his elegant signature on the
Emancipation Proclamation,
the document that declared
freedom for all slaves of the
Confederacy and changed
the meaning of the Civil War.
The story of the signing of
the Proclamation was one of
the many examples Franklin
gave of language’s power to
transform lives and catalyze
action. His 2 p.m. Interfaith
Lecture Wednesday in the
Hall of Philosophy was titled
“Proclamations, Letters and
Tweets: Words that Have
Changed the World.”
Franklin is president
emeritus of Morehouse College. He has previously
served Chautauqua Institution as its theologian in residence, advisor to the Abrahamic program and member of
the board of trustees. Franklin will take on the role of
director of the Department
of Religion when current director Joan Brown Campbell
retires at the end of this year.

After
discussing
the
Emancipation Proclamation,
Franklin took the audience
100 years forward to the time
of the civil rights movement
and Martin Luther King Jr.,
another individual who crafted extraordinary language
for the purpose of emancipating people and society.
“Church historian Martin E. Marty observed that
if the New Testament canon
were opened and expanded, Dr. King’s ‘Letter from
Birmingham Jail’ would be
a candidate for addition,”
Franklin said. “The letter’s themes of compassion,
timely action, justice and
courage retain their relevance for civic life today.”
In “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” King expressed
that he had no fears about
the outcome of the civil
rights movement. AfricanAmericans would achieve
their goal of freedom, he
wrote, because the goal of
America itself is freedom.
“King understood that
America could not be America until all were emancipated,” Franklin said.
Franklin is fascinated by
the ways well-crafted language has contributed to
the liberation of different
peoples, but he is also worried about the current state
of writing and rhetoric.
“In a day where we are
writing less and less about
more and more,” he said, “I
wonder whether or not we
will be able to keep this important human convention
and practice alive — that is,
taking the time to craft beauti-

roxana pop | staff photographer

The Rev. Robert M. Franklin, incoming director of Chautauqua’s Department of Religion, delivers Wednesday’s Interfaith Lecture.

ful language to express ideas.”
Franklin believes English
is in decline and, to preserve
it, there need to be teachers
willing to cultivate an appreciation for thoughtful and
beautiful language, even in
emerging media.
“Social media, I think,
doesn’t actually have to be
an enemy to this process —
although it tends to shorten
and constrain expression,”
he said. “It can become a
vehicle for the expression of
big ideas and, quoting Derek
Bok, could do so in a way
that encourages ‘grace, precision and style.’ ”
Franklin is currently
working on a piece for CNN
arguing that King would
have used social media, had
he had access to it.
“For two years … King
published what would have
amounted to a ‘Dear Abby’
column in the pages of Ebony
magazine in the mid-1950s,”
he said.

Though King later discontinued his column because
of his demanding schedule,
he was able to reach huge
numbers of people through
this column — more than he
could ever reach through his
sermons at church.
Franklin shared excerpts
of King’s speeches that he
thought would be ideal in
the constraining format of
Twitter:
“ ‘Injustice anywhere is
a threat to justice everywhere,’ ” Franklin read. “52
characters.”
“ ‘Let justice roll down
like water and righteousness
like a mighty stream’ — 70
characters.”
Franklin then jokingly
read an especially longwinded sentence from King’s
“I Have a Dream” speech.
“Oops,” he said. “471
characters.”
To show how social media can help liberate, Franklin cited the work of Philip

Howard, a professor in the
University of Washington’s
department of communication. Howard’s research on
the Arab Spring demonstrates that people who were
interested in democracy built
extensive social networks
and used them to organize
political action. In this way,
social media became a critical part of the struggle for
greater freedom.
“People throughout the
region were drawn into an
extended conversation about
freedom and social uprising,” Franklin said. “The
successive demands for political change in Egypt and
Tunisia led individuals in
other countries to pick up
the conversation.”
Social media can spread
a message virtually instantaneously across a wide
area, something that earlier
modes of communication
could not. The Emancipation
Proclamation and King’s

“Letter from Birmingham
Jail” did not have that advantage, Franklin said.
He then redirected the
discussion to what he thinks
is the logical partner to
emancipation: responsibility.
“As freedom becomes a
reality, we must have the
conversations about what’s
necessary to sustain that
freedom,” he said.
“Emancipation requires
institutions and practices …
respecting the results of fair
and free elections and being
attentive to the needs and
the opportunities for, what
philosopher John Rawls referred to as, ‘the least advantaged members of the community,’ ” he said.
Franklin hopes for a “renaissance” of great ideas,
framed in beautiful language and shared through a
variety of media. These ideas
should promote the values of
democracy and the emancipation of all people.
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2013 SEASON

LOVELY CONDO, One Bedroom
at French Quarter on Ames,
Available week 8. Please call
Terre at 716-357-3800. $1,100
for the week and all amenities
included.
Former MSFO violist seeking piano accompanist and musicians for chamber music July
6-20. Mozart, Faure, Bach,
Beethoven etc. Walter: 215-4071236.
LOVELY Efficiency apartment available weeks 8,9. Steps
to Hall of Philosopy. Sleeps 2, all
amenities including W/D, cable,
WiFi, pet-friendly. Very reasonable rent. 707-337-9030
LOVELY EFFICIENCY CONDO
Newly Renovated. Steps from
AMP. Weeks 3 & 4 $850. Week 5
Available until 7/25 - $500. Call
724-601-9299
WEEK 7 pleasant one-bedroom apt. near amp. Eat-in kit,
bath, sitting room, porch. 6
Judson Ave. $500 per week
Phone 585-381-9908 or e-mail
spmyo@aol.com

Announcements
WOMEN SEEKING Serenity
open 12 step meeting Friday
12:30 Hurlbut Church Parlor.
716-357-8318

antiques &
collectables
ESTATE SA L E : A n t i q u e s ,
Furniture, China and More.
Location: 5016 West Lake Road,
Mayville. Dates: July 13-14 &
July 20-21. Time: 9-5

boats for sale

BOATS FOR Sale, New and
Used- Best Boat Buying
Packages at Chautauqua Marina
716.753.3913. www.
ChautauquaMarina.com

for rent
Condo on Plaza. 1 Bedroom
2 Baths. Sleeps 4. Porch, W/D.
Weekly $1,900 252-288-4125,
716-680-5735

FOR SALE
ANTIQUE SHOP AUCTION:
Marion Rohm of Arcade and
Horse Barn Antiques. See
Chelseyauctioneers.com for
details. 3 mi from Chautauqua,
3/4 mi west of Stedman. 2 day
auction 4pm Wednesday 7/17 &
10am Thursday 7/18.
GUNTER-MAIBACH (FULLSIZE) Violin. Excellent Condition
for sale with accessories (hard
case, extra bridge, shoulder rest
and stand.) Value $1,800. Best
Offer Call Deanna at 214-6812121 or local 357-3527,
deechar@gmail.com
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Classifieds
garage sale
L O W E R 4 8 HOUSEHO L D
Sales, Estate Sale July 10-13
W-F 10am-6pm Sat 10am-2pm
4623 Anderson Dr Bemus Point,
NY 14712 pics www.lower48householdsales.com
716.499.4460

happy ads
BOAT RENTALS, Pontoon,
Power, Kayak, Fishing and Pedal
Boats for rent. Chautauqua
Marina, Mayville. 716.753.3913

help wanted

Person to help with daily
exercises. 753-3339 or 240-4857119

home furnishings

2 OVERSTUFFED CHAIRS and
ottoman. Woodmark brand hardwood frames, excellent condition. Slip covers included. $100
O.B.O. 508.932.8255

real estate

CHAUTAUQUA AREA REAL
ESTATE: Office - St.Elmo #101
Chautauqua, Ny 14722. 716357-3566. Toll Free 800-5075005. www.chautauquaarea.
com, care@chautauquaarea.
com

services
HOUSE C L EANING —
RELIABLE, 20 YRS experience,
Available when needed. Call
Kate 716-753-2408 leave message or 716-720-1255 cell
(Refernces Available)
HOW CAN I Help? Airport
Transportation, Off Season
House Sitter, or any other
errands. Availability FridayMonday By Appt. Reasonable
Rates. Please call Diane at 716679-6281

houses for rent

houses for sale

WESTFIELD HOME FOR SALE:
2 story colonial, 4 bedrooms, 2.5
baths, hardwood floors, wood
burning fireplace, attached 2 car
garage. Beautifully landscaped
3/4 acre village lot. $195,000.
716-326-3781 or see
ForSaleByOwner.com

Miscellaneous
BIGFOOT: My name is Peter
Wiemer and our family owns We
Wan Chu Cottages. I created the
Chautauqua Lake Bigfoot Expo
as a Tourism Special Event two
years ago. Since then, I have had
14 eyewitnesses to a bigfoot
sighting here in Chautauqua
County come forward to me
resolving themselves of knowing
they saw a bigfoot but was afraid
to talk about it to anyone publicly.
Watch the only eyewitness,
which agreed to be videoed at
ChautauquaLakeBigfoot.com

open house

OPEN HOUSE Friday, 7/12
1-3pm. Packard Manor
Gatehouse 30 Elm Unit C. Weeks
5-6,9. Upscale 3-bed 2.5 bath,
2-parking, pool, large porch/patio
$2,500 716.357.4583

MODERN CENTRAL location apt 2 Bedroom, pullout
couch,A/C, washer&dryer, WI-FI,
full bath. Full kitchen, corian
counters.Reconditioned for new
2014 season retners 716-3572234 ask for Dave.
MODERN CONDO, 2 Bedrooms,
Kitchen, Porch, A/C, W/D, Cable
TV & Internet. Close to Bestor
Plaza, Amphitheatre, Lake.
Weeks 2&3. Cell: 216-410-5677.
NEW GARDEN Apartment
on ideal, central, brick walk location. 1 Bedroom, professionally
decorated & landscaped. Many
lovely amenities, AC, cable,
Internet, W/D. 412-512-3951.
$1350 per week.
OPEN HOUSE Friday, 7/12
1-3pm. Packard Manor
Gatehouse 30 Elm Unit C. 2014
Season or Weekly. Upscale
3-bed 2.5-bath, 2-parking, pool,
large porch/patio

Available 2013 - Weeks
6,7,8,9. Also available 2014.
Charming Victorian. 5 BR. Sleeps
10-13. 4 full baths. 2 kit. 2 LR. 2
DR. 2 W/D. 6 porches. Grill.
Cable. DVD. High-speed wireless internet. AC. Parking.
Excellent location. Near Amp.
$2,900. Scarwin@peoplepc.
com. 412-818-7711.
A Gorgeous 3 Bedroom, 3
bath lakefront town home. 1
mile south of Institution. Dock,
appliances, pool, parking, A/C,
large deck.716-512-2212.

2014 season

Long time Chautauqua
couple seeks 1-2 bedroom
apartment with few stairs weeks
1-7 or season. Kitchen, shower,
laundry, A/C, internet, porch.
Lake view Miller Park-Amp area
a big plus. JDPatton@aol.com or
843.384.6232 (at Chautauqua).

UPDATED HOME Near AMP,
4BR-2B, WIFI, Parking, No Pets,
No Smoking, WKS 1,2,3,4,5,6,7.
(716) 357-2716 ALINEART@
COMCAST.NET

transportation

AIRPORT TRANSFERS. Pick
up and return. Lowest prices on
lake. Phone Greg 814-598-6071

wanted

S t a m p C o ll e c t i o n s /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign.
Will travel to appraise.
Chautauqua’s Stamp Professor.
904-315-5482

wanted to rent

WOULD LIKE TO RENT apartment or condo Off-Season
through December.716.450.1081

2014 season

AVAILABLE WEEKS 1,6,7.
Luxury Condo near plaza, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, central air, beautiful porch, wi-fi, elevator, great
for multiple couples or multigenerational family. 716-510-8993
COLLINGWOOD 11 FOSTER
One and Three Bedroom
Apartments. All Amentities (Gas
Grills, Canoe, Kayak) carolcollins53@gmail.com 716-5704283 Open for viewing Saturday
10-12
CONDO FOR RENT. 3BR, 3.5
Bath, Modern Corner Unit #29.
Parking, Pool, WIFI, Backyard,
Near bus route. Call Deanna at
214-681-2121 or local 357-3527,
deechar@gmail.com $2,500.
Available weeks 1,6,7

Bird Tree and Garden Purple Martin Chat

16 WILEY Weeks 2,3,8,9.
Spacious 3-story house near
lake and Children’s School, 6+
bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D,
cable, wireless internet, no pets,
no smoking, 212-563-6557
ext.293 lnewman@feilorg.com
3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, modern, well furnished, fully
equipped, huge sleeping and dining porch, A/C, heat, DW, W&D,
cable, wifi, parking, weeks
1,2,3,7,8,9. 42 foster. jimorris@
morristrust.net, (716) 490-1659
8 3 P R ATT a c h a r m i n g
guest house for the 2014 season. Sleeps two. Newly
Remodeled, park-like setting,
patio, on-site parking, on tram &
bus route. W/D, A/C, cable, wireless internet, D/W, pet friendly.
Season/Part-Season 954-6733602 bh@cpt-florida.com. Week
5 available 2013.

»

on the grounds

Stay in touch
Not receiving the
Chautauquan and other
off-season publications?
Update your winter
address at the information
desk in the Colonnade
lobby or e-mail boxoffice@
ciweb.org.

»

on the grounds

Medical
Services
The Westfield Hospital
Chautauqua Health
Care Clinic offers basic
medical care for children
and adults, similar to that
provided in a doctor’s
office. The clinic offers
treatment for minor
medical emergencies
and provides wellness
services such as health
checkups, allergy shots,
prescriptions, etc., plus free
blood pressure screening.
The clinic is located at 21
Roberts Avenue, near the
Amphitheater. The clinic
is open Monday to Friday
8:30 to 11:30 a.m. and
12:30 to 4:30 p.m. (716357-3209).

GREG FUNKA | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Naturalist Jack Gulvin presents a Purple Martin Chat for the Bird, Tree & Garden Club at 4:15 p.m.
today at the lakeside birdhouses between the Sports Club and Miller Bell Tower. Gulvin will show
attendees the purple martins in their nests. Bring chairs for guaranteed seating.

Defibrillators are located
in the Colonnade (second
floor), Amphitheater, Turner
Community Center, Heinz
Beach Fitness Center,
Sports Club, Smith
Memorial Library, Beeson
Youth Center, Hall of
Missions, Bellinger Hall and
Athenaeum Hotel.
For emergency care call
911. Nearby hospitals
are: Westfield Memorial
Hospital, Route 20,
Westfield (716-326-4921)
and WCA Hospital,
207 Foote Avenue,
Jamestown (716-487-0141).
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The Arts

Landscape painter Grimes
focuses on artist’s journey
paige cooperstein
Staff Writer

Painter Margaret Grimes
wears black high-top sneakers, candy red sunglasses
and a big cream-colored circle pendant around her neck.
Her dress is unexpected for a
woman who’s painted landscapes for the past 45 years.
“Landscape painters are
kind of an embattled minority in the art scene right now,”
Grimes said. But, she added,
the work is important. “The
history of landscape painting relates to cultural attitudes about nature in different periods.”
Grimes will speak at 7
p.m. tonight in the Hultquist
Center as part of the Visual
Arts at Chautauqua Institution Visual Arts Lecture Series. She will show a range of

spoke during Week Two and
Stanley Lewis, a similarly
naturalistic painter, will
speak Aug. 6.
“The three of us who are
going to be teaching landscape painting this year
happen to be more or less
from the same generation,”
Grimes said. “Nancy [Friese]
and Stanley Lewis both went
to Yale [University]. I went to
the University of Pennsylvania, but studied with somebody who had taught at Yale.
You can see, oddly enough,
quite a few overlaps between
us. But we are still quite different in our ideas about
painting and the landscape.”
Grimes studied with Werner Drewes, a strong modernist from the Bauhaus tradition, during the year she
spent as an undergraduate
at Washington University in

work, from pieces she made
in high school to pieces she
made last summer. It’s work
Grimes has never before
shown at the Institution,
though she has served as a
visiting artist at the School of
Art regularly since 2001.
She paints near photorealistic views of trees and
thickets. It’s large-scale work,
6 feet by 4 feet or bigger, with
an emphasis on daylight and
seasons. If Grimes doesn’t
finish a landscape, she sets
the work aside for an entire
year, until it’s the same season as when she started.
Grimes, a professor of
art in the MFA program at
Western Connecticut State
University, is one of three
landscape artists lecturing in
the VACI series this season.
Nancy Friese, a loosely naturalistic landscape painter,
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Margaret Grimes poses inside her studio at the School of Art.

St. Louis. At the University
of Pennsylvania she studied
with Neil Welliver, a Yale
graduate who painted modern large-scale landscapes.
Grimes said she liked the
immediacy of landscape art.
As she matured as an artist

she became more individual,
navigating her personal relationship with nature. She
will focus her lecture on the
journey an artist takes as he
or she matures with the craft.
“Chautauqua is a hotbed
for student creativity and

cultural growth,” Grimes
said. “I want to talk about
parallels between what I
went through, that I think
is typical of the artist’s journey, and the predictability of
things that the student artists will go through.”

‘Dark Radio’ revitalizes
Foley art on CTC stage
josh austin
Staff Writer
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Various props such as a straw hat, an old pair of eye glasses and hinges act as sound effects for the
play Dark Radio in the Bratton Theater.

Justin Schmitz knows
peeling off the skin of an
orange sounds eerily like
tearing away human flesh.
Though that may seem
gross, it’s just part of the job
for a sound designer.
Schmitz, the sound design fellow at the Chautauqua Theater Company, has
the creative task of using live
Foley art in CTC’s New Play
Workshop piece, Dark Radio,

Sarasota.
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and Inspiration Meet.
The arts just come naturally in Sarasota. Is it the
crystal blue waters or the warm, balmy air that
artists and performers find so inspirational?
Who knows for sure. But you will find it every night
and day in our performance halls, theatres,
opera house and galleries.
Discover it yourself in Sarasota. You’ll see why
we’re known as Florida’s Cultural Coast .
®

See visitsarasotaarts.org or call 1.800.427.7620
to learn more and start planning your Sarasota arts experience.

which has a workshop performance at 4 p.m. today at
Bratton Theater. And though
an orange simulating harsh
torture isn’t part of this play,
Schmitz has some other interesting tricks up his sleeve.
Foley art is the use of live
props or machines to create
everyday sounds, generally
enhanced by microphones;
a Foley artist is the person
who creates the sounds. The
art got its start in 1927 at Universal Studios, where artist Jack Donovan Foley was
working at the time. While
on the sound team for the silent film “Show Boat,” Foley
found that sound effects and
other ambient noises had to
be added to the movie after
it was shot.
“[Foley art] is a lot of just
finding objects in the prop
show and going, ‘What does
this do?’ ” Schmitz said.
“Then it’s figuring out, ‘What
does this do if I add a microphone?’ It’s a matter of being
able to be very creative with
materials around you and
making it sound as if it were
real life.”
The art form, still heavily
employed in motion pictures,
television programs and video games, also became a staple of old-time radio shows.
In the 1930s, when radio truly exploded into mainstream
American culture, the radio
waves were cluttered with
sci-fi, mysteries, Western
and romance programs, each
with their own sound effects.
The effects aimed to instill
images of the show in the
listener’s mind, like a creaky
door in a mystery program.
Orson Welles’ War of the
Worlds, an iconic radio drama
and a big influence of Colin
McKenna’s Dark Radio, provides a nostalgic look back
at how Foley helped create
rather intense drama. The
show was aired the night before Halloween in 1939 and
caused such a panic that people believed the world was
actually coming to an end.
Taking a note from Welles,
McKenna’s dark play mixes a
hostile sci-fi with a gritty horror genre. His piece echoes
old-time radio shows, with
the actors portraying the onair characters while also creating real-life sounds.
“I think this show is going
to scare people,” said Jacob

»

Dresch, a conservatory actor
who plays 12-year-old Tex in
the show. “I feel like Foley
is just another extension of
that classic radio-centric archetype of War of the Worlds.
It’s the perfect extension of
what the play’s all about. If
you know those old radio
shows, this will reverberate
in a very interesting way to
that vocabulary.”
For Schmitz, Foley art is
also about learning the tricks
of the trade — like the gruesome orange ruse. The designer taught himself about
Foley and about which objects can make which noise;
he’s come up with a table of
useful noisemakers to aid
the show.
“It makes it immediate,
visceral,” Dresch said. “You
can hear it; it’s in the air
waves. … It really is something physical happening.”
To create the sound of
a whip crack for horses,
Schmitz devised a slapstick,
or, simply, two pieces of
wood slapping together. To
make the sounds of horses
traversing across gravel, the
designer uses coconut shells.
He also needed to create the
sound of wind. Instead of
having an actor use his or
her breath, Schmitz came
across a piece of tubing to
achieve that noise.
“The Foley will help to
establish a style to the piece
and overall experience that
the audience is meant to be
having,” said Arielle Goldman, a conservatory actor
who is playing Paige in the
show. “But, they’re not just
watching something in a
proscenium theater — it’s all
around you. It also just feeds
your imagination, which always needs feeding.”
Goldman, Dresch and
Schmitz all said that Foley art
is making a comeback in professional theater; new playwrights are using the artistic
form to add an additional
layer to their shows. Schmitz
said that adding the vintage
element to a new play really
forces the cast and crew to
take ownership of achieving
the artistic intention of the
show, all the while having
fun figuring out how to do so.
“It’s allowing your inner
child and the world of discovery to be completely open
24/7,” Schmitz said.

on the grounds

VISITORS CENTER — NEW IN 2013
The Visitors Center located in the Post Office Building
on Bestor Plaza provides first-time visitors with general
information about Chautauqua programming, history and
accommodations, plus help with getting acclimated to the
Institution’s grounds. Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.
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Program

F
FRIDAY
JULY 12

7:00

(7–11) Farmers Market.

7:15

(7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation:
Spiritual Practices of World
Religions. Leader: Lena Breen
(Vipassana Meditation). Donation.
Bring gate pass. Main Gate Welcome
Center Conference Room

7:45

Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of
the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored by
Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions
8:45

Friday, July 12, 2013

Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion. Hall of
Missions Grove
9:00 Nature Walk. (Programmed by the
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden
Club.) Jack Gulvin, BTG naturalist.
Meet under green awning at lake side
of Smith Wilkes Hall.
9:00 Men’s Club Speaker Series.
“Birthday Celebration: Casey at 125.”
Mark Altschuler. United Methodist
House
9:15

DEVOTIONAL HOUR. The Rev.
William Watley. Amphitheater

9:15

Biblical Heroes Revisited!
(Programmed by Chabad Lubavitch
of Chautauqua.) Esther Vilenkin.
Alumni Hall Library

10:00 (10–5:30) Chautauqua Crafts
Alliance Festival. Bestor Plaza
10:00 Voice Master Class. (School of
Music) Brian Zeger. Fee. McKnight
Hall
10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Joan Waugh, prof. of
history, UCLA. Amphitheater

3:30

10:45 Story Time. Four year-olds. Smith
Memorial Library
11:30 Mushroom Sandwich Sale.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Newbury
Terrace at Smith Wilkes Hall
12:00 (12–2:00) Flea Boutique. (Sponsored
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Behind Colonnade
12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed
by the Writers’ Center.) “Perfect
Tribute: Writing The Gettysburg
Address.” Kent Gramm, prose writerin-residence. Alumni Hall Porch
12:15 Challah Baking. (Programmed by
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.)
Everett Jewish Life Center Porch

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
“Emancipation: the Journey
Continued.” Helene Gayle, pres. and
CEO, CARE USA. Hall of Philosophy
2:00 (2-4:30) Violin Master Class. (School
of Music) Almita Vamos, violin. Fee.
McKnight Hall
2:00 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Memberships available at the door.
Women’s Clubhouse
2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
3:30

Chautauqua Heritage Lecture
Series. “Jane Addams.” Louise
Knight, author, lecturer, historian,
biographer of Jane Addams. Hall of
Christ

7:30

8:15

4:00 THEATER. New Play Workshop.
Dark Radio. (Reserved seating;
purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center or Colonnade lobby
ticket offices and 45 minutes before
curtain at the Bratton kiosk.) Bratton
Theater
4:00

4:00

4:00

12:30 Jum’a/Muslim Prayer. Instructions
at 12:30 prayer begins at 1 p.m. Hall
of Christ
12:45 Chautauqua Catholic Community
Seminar. “Contemplative Living in
a Secular Society.” Rev. Donald
Cozzens, Writer in Residence and
Adjunct Professor of Theology, John
Carroll University, Cleveland, Ohio.
Methodist House Chapel

(3:30-5) Chautauqua Dialogues.
(Sponsored by the Dept. of Religion.)
Facilitator led group discussions. No
fee but sign up required at 2 p.m.
Interfaith Lectures. Locations to be
announced

4:00

4:15

Lecture. “Triumph and Sorrow: The
Story of a Station on the Underground
Railroad in Ohio.” Margo E. Broehl.
Smith Wilkes Hall
Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. Leave from Main Gate Welcome
Center
Purple Martin Chat. (Programmed by
the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden
Club.) Jack Gulvin, BTG naturalist.
Purple martin houses between Sports
Club and Miller Bell Tower

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat:
Welcome the Sabbath.” Service led
by Rabbi Samuel Stahl, Dr. Andy
Symons, soloist. Miller Bell Tower
(Pier Building in case of rain)
6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. (Two
rehearsals required to sing at Sunday
worship services.) Elizabeth S. Lenna
Hall
7:00

Visual Arts Lecture Series.
Margaret Grimes, landscape painter,
professor/founding director, MFA
program, Western Connecticut State
University. Hultquist Center

9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman
Vilenkin. Kiddush will follow. Everett
Jewish Life Center Library

SPECIAL. Michael McDonald.
Amphitheater

10:00 (10–5:30) Chautauqua Crafts
Alliance Festival. Bestor Plaza

Sa

CLSC Alumni Association
Executive Committee Meeting.
Alumni Hall Kate Kimball Room
(4-5:30) Piano Performance Class.
(School of Music) Fee. SherwoodMarsh Studios

Community Shabbat Dinner.
(Programmed by Chabad Lubavitch
of Chautauqua.) Reservations
required. Everett Jewish Life Center.

SATURDAY
JULY 13

•••

69th Meeting at Chautauqua of
the National Federation of Music
Clubs — Northeastern Region.

7:00

(7–11) Farmers Market.

8:45

Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd

9:00 Chautauqua Property Owners
Association General Meeting. Hall
of Philosophy
9:30 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath
Service. Service led by Rabbi
Samuel Stahl; John Myers,
soloist, Jared Jacobsen, organist.
Hurlbut Church sanctuary

10:00 Chautauqua Institution Board
of Trustees Open Forum. Hall of
Philosophy
12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
12:30 (12:30–2:30) Social Bridge
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Women’s Club.) For men and women.
Women’s Clubhouse
2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
2:15

THEATER. New Play Workshop.
Dark Radio. (Reserved seating;
purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center or Colonnade lobby
ticket offices and 45 minutes before
curtain at the Bratton kiosk.) Bratton
Theater

2:30 (2:30-5) National Federation of
Music Clubs’ Chautauqua Student
Scholarship Recital. McKnight Hall

3:00 LECTURE. (Programmed by
Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Contemporary Issues Forum. “How
Why How We Do Anything Means
Everything.” Dov Seidman, author,
HOW: Why HOW We Do Anything
Means Everything. Hall of Philosophy
4:00

Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy
6:00 (6-7:30) Voice Department Concert.
“The Songs of Ben Moore.” Ben
Moore, music director. (Benefits
the Chautauqua Women’s Club
Scholarship Fund.) McKnight Hall
6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. (Two
rehearsals required to sing at Sunday
worship services.) Elizabeth S. Lenna
Hall
8:15

CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA. Opera Highlights
Concert: Verdi and Wagner: A 200th
Birthday Celebration. Steven Osgood,
guest conductor; Chautauqua Opera
Apprentice Artists and Studio
Artists. Amphitheater

