
Week Three Chaplain the Rev. William 
D. Watley will keynote the week’s Interfaith 
Lecture Series on “Emancipation: Where Do 
We Go from Here?” with today’s 2 p.m. lec-
ture in the Hall of Philosophy. 

Watley replaces 
previously announced 
Harold Holzer. 

Watley is senior 
pastor of Saint Phil-
ip AME Church in 
Atlanta. A graduate 
of Saint Louis Uni-
versity and the In-
terdenominational 
Theological Center 
in Atlanta, he went 
on to earn his Ph.D. 
from Columbia Uni-
versity. An internationally known preacher 
and author, he has participated in the Coun-
cil on Church Union, the Missions Unit of the 
World Council of Churches and the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ.

In 2011, Watley joined with actor Roger 
Guenveur Smith at the Hall of Philosophy for 
an examination of Frederick Douglass’ July 
5, 1852, speech “The Meaning of July Fourth 
for the Negro” during Week Nine’s explora-
tion of “The Path to the Civil War.” Watley 
outlined the significance of Douglass’ speech 
and the role of the African-American church 
historically and currently. 

Joining Watley for Week Three’s afternoon 
lecture platform is Democratic consultant 
Donna Brazile, the first African-American 
presidential campaign manager (for Al Gore 
in 2000); the Rev. Robert M. Franklin, speak-
ing on “Proclamations, Letters and Tweets: 
Words That Have Changed the World”; the 
Rev. Raphael Warnock on “The Divided Mind 
of the Black Church: Theology, Piety and Pub-
lic Witness”; and Helene Gayle, president and 
CEO of CARE USA, on “Emancipation: The 
Journey Continued.” 

‘Magnetic from start to finish’: A review of Chautauqua Opera’s Peter Grimes, Page 11

Kayaks line the waterfront earlier this summer at Boys’ and Girls’ Club. greg funka | Staff PhotograPher
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Ballet and opera 
will take center 
stage at the second 
Music School Fes-

tival Orchestra concert of 
the season.

Vlad Vizireanu, the 
School of Music’s 2013 David 
Effron Conducting Fellow, 
will lead the MSFO in five 
arias, and Timothy Muffitt, 
the MSFO’s music director, 
will conduct two pieces at 
8:15 p.m. tonight in the Am-
phitheater. Five voice stu-
dents, the 2012 Sigma Alpha 
Iota competition winners, 
will sing Vizireanu’s choice 
of operatic arias.

A Romanian-born com-
poser, Vizireanu is a doc-
toral student at Arizona 
State University. He chose 
the five arias, which range 
from pieces by Sergei Rach-
maninoff to Léo Delibes to 
Imre Kálmán, to take advan-
tage of the freedom he has 
been given for this concert.

“With an opportunity 
like this, where you have a 
great orchestra and a large 
instrumentation, I just said, 
‘Look, what am I not going 
to have the opportunity to 
conduct that I really want to 
do now?’ ” he said. “I tried 
to tweak [the arias] to some 
degree to what fits with this 
concert, what gives a wide-
spread array of styles.”

Five former students of the 
School of Music’s Voice Pro-
gram will join the orchestra 
onstage. Vizireanu has been 
working with the orchestra 
to create an operatic accom-
paniment for the singers.

Vizireanu referenced the  
music’s dramatic and tragic 
themes. 

“It’s very much passion, 
very much [the] crazy plots 
of an opera where everyone 
is killing everyone or steal-
ing their wives or some-
thing,” he said.

Muffitt’s portion of the 
concert focuses on the music 
of two ballets: Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky’s Suite from 
Sleeping Beauty, Op. 66a, and 
Igor Stravinsky’s Diverti-
mento from “The Fairy’s 
Kiss.” Even without dancers 
on the Amphitheater stage, 
the music itself conjures im-
ages of ballet.

“The idea of a lightheart-
ed dance playfulness, and 
the stage — trying to evoke 
what’s on the stage,” Vizire-
anu said.

In the first concert of 
the season, the MSFO per-
formed Beethoven’s Sym-
phony No. 8, Op. 93, in F 
major and Shostakovich’s 
Symphony No. 5, Op. 47, in 
D minor. These two classical 
pieces set the bar for the rest 
of the season.

“What I really like about 
this group is not just that 
they work very hard, which 
otherwise you can’t do any-
thing without, but they re-
spond very quickly to what 
you ask for,” Vizireanu said. 
“They’re not slackers. When 
they’re there to work, they 
are 100 percent with you, 
they really hear what you 
say and they really try to 
adopt it, and they remember 
for the next time.”

paige cooperstein
Staff Writer

Steven Spielberg wanted 
Catherine Clinton to tell him ev-
erything she knew. In 2006, the 
director had already purchased 
the rights to Doris Kearns Good-
win’s upcoming book, A Team 
of Rivals, which told the story of 
Abraham Lincoln’s cabinet.

Spielberg filled a hotel suite 
in California with a team of 

scholars. Catherine Clinton, who 
opens Week Three’s “America, 
1863” morning lectures at 10:45 
a.m. today in the Amphitheater, 
was one of those scholars.

The team spent a weekend 
being interrogated by Spielberg, 
screenwriter Tony Kushner and 
producer Kathleen Kennedy. 
Clinton, a professor of U.S. histo-
ry at Queens University Belfast, 
brought a rare bit of scholarship 
to the group; she was working on 

a book about the life of former 
First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln.

“There are at least half-a-doz-
en important books that come 
out every year on Lincoln,” Clin-
ton said, “whereas the last book 
about Mrs. Lincoln came out in 
1980. I thought it was time for an 
update.”

Clinton’s book Mrs. Lincoln: A 
Life came out in 2010. 

kaitrin mccoy
Staff Writer

Anyone who’s ever wanted to play John 
Cage’s “Quartet” using only cowbells but 
lacks the necessary instrumental skill is in 
luck: There’s an app for that.

Third Coast Percussion helped develop 
two free apps for the iPhone and iPad that 
let audiences delve into the limitless world 
of percussion. The first is called “Third Coast 
Percussion: John Cage Quartet,” which offers 
14 percussion instruments that can be played 
along with John Cage’s seminal work for four 
percussionists. There’s also the option to re-
cord custom sounds.

Elder Watley opens 
Interfaith Lectures 
on Emancipation 

Third Coast finds 
music in ‘strange and 
wonderful things’

watley

See CLINTON, Page 4

Versatile Vlad
Vizireanu makes MSFO debut 
with array of musical styles

kelly tUnney
Staff Writer
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The Music School Festival Orchestra violin section awaits 
music director Timothy Muffitt’s entrance to the stage at their 
first performance of the season July 1 in the Amphitheater.

Clinton focuses on Civil War’s emotional impact

clinton

See THIRD COAST, Page 4

See mSfO, Page 4
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Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle news
• Dr. Dan Gottovi will present “Reducing Medical errors” 
at 9 a.m. today in smith wilkes Hall.  
• From 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. today, the CLsC Banner Archives 
at the Oliver Archives Center will be open for tours. Please 
use the back entrance off the parking lot. 
• The CLsC Brown Bag book review, led by Clara silver-
stein, of Attica Locke’s The Cutting Season will be at 12:15 
p.m. today on the porch of Alumni Hall. Jeff Miller, CLSC 
activities coordinator, will lead a book discussion of The 
Cutting Season at 1:15 p.m. today at Alumni Hall. 
• CLsC Class of 1982 will have its annual potluck dinner 
at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday on the porch of Alumni Hall.
• CLsC Class of 1984 will meet for dessert at 6:30 p.m. 
today on eleanor Aron’s porch, 33 Janes. Guests are wel-
come. If there are any questions, please call 716-357-4572. 
• CLsC Class of 1992 will meet in Alumni Hall’s Garden 
Room at 9:15 a.m. Tuesday. Plans will be discussed for 
meeting with week six’s author, David wroblewski, who 
is sponsored by the Class of 1992. 
• CLSC Class of 2001 will meet for coffee and conversation 
at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday on Alumni Hall Porch. 
• CLsC Class of 2005 will meet at 9 a.m. Thursday on 
Alumni Hall Porch. Coffee cake will be provided.
• CLsC Class of 2012 will meet at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday in 
Alumni Hall’s Kate Kimball Room for coffee and planning. 
Abrahamic Program for Young Adults news
• APYA will host the Introduction to Ramadan: Iftar Din-
ner at 6 p.m. tonight on the porch of Alumni Hall. The 
dinner is a vegetarian potluck. All are welcome to come 
and bring a dish. 
• APYA is coordinating a scavenger hunt to begin at 6 
p.m. Tuesday on Bestor Plaza. All young adults, ages 14 to 
24, are welcome to participate.
Knitting and crocheting
• From 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. Mondays in the Hall of Missions’ 
west Classroom, women4women-knitting4peace holds a 
knitting and crocheting Brown Bag to celebrate its seventh 
anniversary.  
• Learn to knit, ask questions or just enjoy a quiet hour of 
knitting at a workshop held from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday 
in the first floor parlor of Hurlbut Church. 
• For more information, call susan McKee at 303-918-4617. 
CLSC Alumni Association Coffee Hour
Reconnect with fellow alumni and Chautauqua friends 
to plan your week and check alumni schedules from 9 to 
10:15 a.m. on the porch of Alumni Hall.
Ecumenical Community of Chautauqua lecture
April 14, 1865 — the day Abraham Lincoln was shot — is 
one of the most controversial dates in American history. 
Doug wade, who has been following the trail of what hap-
pened on that day and in the months that followed for over 
60 years, will present his take for the ecumenical Com-
munity of Chautauqua’s Brown Bag lecture series at noon 
today at the UCC Chapel, located beside the Amphitheater.  
Chautauqua Women’s Club news
• Herb Keyser and Bette Butler, award-winning songwrit-
er and recording artist, present “The Glory of Gershwin” 
at 7:30 p.m. July 21 at elizabeth s. Lenna Hall. Audience 
members will enjoy cookies and lemonade. Reserve a seat 
with a $50 donation by calling the women’s Club at 716-
357-4961. Proceeds support the women’s Club.
• The Professional women’s network meets at 1 p.m. to-
day at the women’s Clubhouse. Today, Jane Becker pres-
ents “The Magic of Coaching.” 
• The Women’s Club offers duplicate bridge session for 
men and women at 1 p.m. Tuesday at the Clubhouse. sin-
gle players are welcome. A fee will be collected at the door. 
Membership is not required.
Chautauqua Tennis Center ‘Dawn Patrol’
Tennis players are invited to join a doubles round-robin 
each weekday from 7 to 9 p.m. sign up at 4:50 p.m.  the day 
before near the Farmers Market. For info, call 716-357-6276.
Keyser sells lemon tarts
At noon every Monday of the season, Herb Keyser will be 
selling lemon tarts at his new location near the Amphithe-
ater Gazebo. He also plans to deliver lemon tarts, chocolate 
surprises and summer pudding anywhere on the grounds, 
any day of the week. He will take orders on Mondays at his 
cart or over the phone at 716-357-6407 or 716-357-3449. 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
• Rise and shine with the birds by joining nature guide 
Tina scherman, at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday at the entrance of 
smith wilkes Hall. Rain or shine, binoculars welcome. 
• Meet horticulturist Joe McMaster at 4:15 p.m. Tuesdays 
under the green awning at the lake side (back) of smith 
wilkes Hall for a Garden walk. To celebrate the 100th an-
niversary of the BTG, representatives from Chautauqua 
Theater Company will perform skits along the walk.

Briefly
news from around the grounds

BTG HonorS CAmPBELL

BRIAN SMITH | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club President Margery Buxbaum honors the Rev. Joan Brown Campbell, retiring director of Chautauqua’s Department 
of Religion, at a tree dedication ceremony July 2 at St. Paul’s Grove. A bur oak was planted in Campbell’s honor.

gReg fuNkA | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
A pathway outside Fletcher Music Hall is surrounded by rain-garden foliage.

beverly Hazen
staff writer

The Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club Lake walks usually 
take place by the lake, but 
this week’s walk will be held 
at the Fletcher Music Hall 
gardens, on Palestine Ave-
nue, at 6:30 p.m. tonight. Par-
ticipants are to meet for the 
tour at the main entrance to 
Fletcher Hall. 

Ryan Kiblin, Chautauqua 
Institution’s grounds, gar-
dens and landscaping man-
ager, will lead the walk, ti-
tled “soaking it in at Fletcher 
Music Hall.” 

The tour will demonstrate 
that a project far from the 
shoreline can still make a 
difference to the lake.

“It doesn’t have to be a 
buffer zone along the lake’s 
shore,” Kiblin said. “It can 
be a rain garden a distance 

away, and it is something 
[homeowners] could do with 
their home landscaping.”

Land use within the wa-
tershed affects the lake, and 
Kiblin will explain how wa-
ter flow was key to the de-
sign of both the building and 
its surroundings.

Kiblin said that partici-
pants would be able to take 
home ideas for their own 
communities based on the 
principles practiced on the 

grounds. she was encour-
aged by the response to her 
talk last year.

“when I did my Lake 
walk along the Peck Avenue 
rain garden last year, I was 
amazed at how many peo-
ple who lived far away said 
that they were doing simi-
lar things in their commu-
nities,” she said. “I’ll show 
how you can make a rain 
garden very pretty, very 
natural.”

Kiblin leads BTG Lake Walk, up the hill



When I was a young girl, dragged by my enthu-
siastic parents to Civil War centenary events 
along the Kansas-Missouri border, the image 
of Scarlett O’Hara in “Gone With the Wind” re-

mained the reigning symbol of Civil War women.  
O’Hara’s status remains iconic — mainly as an afterim-

age of the Lost Cause — but new female characters crowd 
into our popular historical representations: Civil War survi-
vors like Sethe (in Toni Morrison’s Beloved), as well as Ada 
Monroe and Ruby Thewes (in Charles Frazier’s Cold Moun-
tain) and Lucy Marsden (in Allan Gurganus’s Oldest Living 
Confederate Widow Tells All). 

While fiction can create indelible imprints and exploit 
“remembrance of things imagined,” recent scholarship and 
new historical dynamics shift our attention from focus ex-
clusively on the battlefront to the homefront, where compel-
ling voices of real women enhance interpretations of our 
Civil War.  

Remarkably, digital and online projects provide bountiful 
access to so many of these voices. See, for example, “Voices 
of the Civil War” at the Library of Congress (blogs.loc.gov/
civil-war-voices/) or Civil War materials at “Documenting the 
American South” (docsouth.unc.edu/).

With a few clicks on our computers, we can recover the 
voice of Carrie Berry, whose wartime account reveals much 
about Southern white experience during federal invasion, 
as she writes from Atlanta on Aug. 3, 1864: “Wednesday. 
This was my birthday. I was ten years old, But I did not have 
a cake times were too hard so I celebrated with ironing. I 
hope by my next birthday we will have peace in our land so 
that I can have a nice dinner.”

We can revisit extraordinary women like Rose Green-
how, a Washington society widow, who was confined to 
the Old Capitol prison for espionage at war’s outbreak, was 
released, and eventually drowned in 1864 off Cape Fear, 
N.C., trying to smuggle gold and diplomatic papers into 
the Confederacy. 

Or Elizabeth Van Lew, called “Crazy Bet” by her South-
ern neighbors, while she provided a secret lifeline to federal 
commanders. Her wartime home in Richmond became a 

hub on a clandestine Union spy network, and she was later 
rewarded for her service by Ulysses S. Grant.

Nothing has been more revolutionary in Civil War stud-
ies than the work of the Freedom and Southern Society 
Project, which, beginning in 1985, has published a series of 
documentary projects to illuminate the vast treasure trove 
of documents collected by the U.S. Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen and Abandoned Lands (1865–1872). And new edi-
tions of classic works, such as the diary of Mary Chestnut, 
who I have dubbed the Queen Bee of the Confederacy, allow 
us to improve on fictional “reel” characters, with flesh-and- 
blood women.

Indeed, some extraordinary individuals were branded 
as fictional, even within their own lifetimes! Loreta Janeta 
Velazquez, the Cuban-born New Orleans widow donned a 
uniform, joined the Confederate Army disguised as a man, 
and fought during the war. Her heroism was disputed and 
her contributions discredited by General Jubal Early when 
she published her memoir in 1876. Maria Agui Carter’s 
powerful film “Rebel!” retells the story of this fascinating 
Hispanic woman and her legacy for us today. 

Harriet Jacobs’ 1861 autobiography was branded a fake 

when it told the harrowing story of a self-liberated slave, 
but her memoir has been authenticated by Jean Yellin’s 
prize-winning meticulous scholarship. I have written on 
both Susie King Taylor, the only black woman to pub-
lish a memoir of her experiences serving with the Union 
Army, and Frances Rollin — whose biography of Martin 
Delaney, published under the pseudonym of Frank Rollin, 
may qualify her as the first published African-American 
woman historian. 

Finally,  Elizabeth Keckly, born a slave in Virginia who 
bought her own freedom and became dressmaker and confi-
dante to Mrs. Lincoln, has been granted some recent fame 
thanks to Gloria Reuben’s portrait in Steven Spielberg’s 2012 
film, “Lincoln,” on which I was a consultant. These and 
scores more African-American women deserve a broader 
appreciation — like the anonymous women who suffered 
deprivation and disease in war’s wake, chronicled by Jim 
Downs’ powerful new study, Sick From Freedom.

How can we do justice to countless heroines whose lives 
and legacies remain haunting, but unheard, tunes? Brave 
souls who served as soldiers, women like Sarah Emma Ed-
monds, who cross-dressed to serve as Pvt. Frank Thompson 
in a Michigan regiment, or Sarah Rosetta Wakeman, who 
died as Pvt. Lyon Wakeman fighting with federal troops 
in the Red River Campaign in June 1864. But beyond these 
extraordinary “impermissible patriots,” the ordinary and 
everyday experiences of wartime women must come out of 
the shadows and into the limelight.

We today can better identify and appreciate women’s 
dramatic and varied wartime experiences through scholarly 
work on authors and agitators, on hospital matrons and 
munitions workers, on nuns and grieving widows, on pros-
titutes, sutlers and vivandieres. The grit, muscle and spark 
of this avalanche of new work demonstrates how different a 
war can look at a sesquicentennial distance. Thus, I propose 
we must dance to a different tune — and rediscover those 
real women whose vibrant voices demand incorporation 
into our panoramic appreciation of the human scale of Civil 
War experience, especially as we begin our journey this 
week, exploring 1863.
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natalie mayan
Staff Writer

Sherra Babcock, Chautau-
qua Institution vice presi-
dent and Emily and Richard 
Smucker Chair for Education, 
conducted the season’s sec-
ond Trustee Porch Discussion 
on the morning of July 3.

The topic on the agenda 
was “Family & Youth Expe-
riences and Programs.” Re-
alizing what a broad topic 
that is — including lectures, 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle, Children’s 
School, Boys’ and Girls’ Club, 
Special Studies programs, 
Smith Memorial Library, 
Chautauqua Institution Ar-
chives and more — Babcock 
briefly explained the mission 
of these programs.

“Our goal is to make sure 
that we change along with 
the families and that we of-
fer opportunities that meet 
the needs of every member 
of the family,” she said.

When their youth pro-
grams work, Babcock said, 
children are able to chime in 
at the dinner table about the 
theme of the week.

Age-appropriate Special 
Studies classes are offered, 
and the Institution is al-
ways welcoming new ideas 
that fit the needs of families 

visiting and staying on the 
grounds, she said.

Babcock opened the dis-
cussion for questions early 
on, interested in hearing 
from families who are di-
rectly affected by the family 
and youth programs.

The major theme of the dis-
cussion began with a commu-
nity member’s question re-
garding how to empower the 
youth at the Institution. While 
many young people have a 
passion for Club and stay in-
volved for as long as they pos-
sibly can, there are still many 
who do not enjoy the lakeside 
camp environment.

It’s important for young 
people to have opportunities 
offered to them, specifically 
in leadership, at a time when 
they are experimenting with 
being themselves and not 
necessarily just part of a 
family, Babcock said.

While these skills can 
very well come from a class 
with “leadership” in the title, 
leadership also comes from 
participating in other pro-
grams, she said. A good ex-
ample of this was the Solve 
For X program presented by 
Google at the Pier Club on 
July 2, which was targeted 
toward 17- to 24-year-olds. 

Babcock encouraged 
those in the community who 

have experience in the field 
of leadership to think about 
teaching a Special Studies 
course. She mentioned that 
they need to apply before the 
Oct. 1 deadline. 

One woman commented 
that her son had difficulty 
finding ways to volunteer 
and give back on the grounds. 
Other parents echoed her 
concerns, voicing their desire 
for youth to feel successful in 
this community.

The difficulties in this en-
deavor include finding the 
staff, facilities and public-
ity to coordinate volunteers, 
Babcock said.

The enthusiasm on the 
porch grew as more and more 
community members offered 
suggestions on how a volun-
teer program could be cre-
ated. One woman suggested 
implementing specific proj-
ects each week that would en-
gage youth who are looking to 
give back to the community.

The energy did not leave 
the porch even when the 
community members did.

“After the session, there 
was a lot more discussion on 
volunteer opportunities for 
teenagers, and we are going to 
be looking into that,” Babcock 
said. “We have a great deal of 
trustee support for this.”

Babcock discusses empowering Chautauqua youth at porch discussion

benjamin hoste | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Sherra Babcock, vice president and Emily and Richard Smucker Chair for Education, listens to a 
question from Chautauquan Mary Jo Slick at the Trustee Porch Discussion on family and youth 
programming July 3 on the Hultquist Center porch.

GueSt Column By catherine clinton

From Today’s Lecturer

Catherine Clinton is professor of U.S. history at Queen’s University 
in Belfast and editor, along with Nina Silber, of Battle Scars: 

Gender and Sexuality in the American Civil War. 

The Sesquicentennial Reel: Reflection on Civil War women



The following summer, 
she flew to Richmond, Va., 
where Spielberg’s epic bi-
opic, “Lincoln,” was being 
filmed. She had dinner with 
Sally Field, who received an 
Oscar nomination for her 
role as Mary Lincoln.

“It’s great to talk to some-
one who’s thought as much 
about your subject as you 
have,” Clinton said. “I felt I 
was able to help cheer [Field] 
on. I admired her ability to 
put dignity into a woman 
left behind by the war.”

In her morning lecture, 
Clinton seeks to highlight 
the emotional impact of the 
Civil War. She will touch on 

Lincoln’s family and analyze 
the White House as a house 
divided.

Clinton said she wants to 
talk about the people who 
either didn’t or couldn’t go 
to the battlefronts and how 
they coped.

“The first question I al-
ways get asked when I give 

a lecture on my book is, was 
[Mary Lincoln] crazy?” Clin-
ton said, “If we brought her 
out today and examined 
her, could we determine her 
mental state? If you think 
about the fact that she lost 
her son Willie and watched 
her husband get shot right 
next to her, she’s someone 
who really suffered at the 
hands of history.”

Clinton most enjoys the 
Q-and-A portion of her lec-
tures. She plans to spend a 
large portion of her time on 
the Amp stage responding to 
questions and looks forward 
to speaking at a screening of 
Spielberg’s “Lincoln” later 
this week.

Sherra Babcock, Institu-
tion vice president and the 
Emily and Richard Smucker 
Chair for Education, helped 
organize a special screening 
of “Lincoln” at Chautauqua 
Cinema. The cinema plans 
to show the film three times 
throughout the week. At  the 
5 p.m. Thursday showing, 
Clinton will give a brief in-
troduction about her role as 
a historical consultant and 
will hold a Q-and-A at the 
end of the film.

“We sometimes do ‘meet-
the-filmmaker’ collabora-
tions with the cinema,” Bab-
cock said, “but working with 
a film consultant will be a 
new conversation for us.”

Clinton spoke about the 
lessons to be learned from 
the Civil War.

“[The war] is not dead and 
past,” she said. “It’s a really 
great template to look at ques-
tions of gender and race.”

Vizireanu considers 
himself lucky to be work-
ing with such a high-
quality orchestra because 
he doesn’t have to worry 
about teaching them how 

to play each note exactly 
right; they already have the 
basic knowledge. Subse-
quently, he is able to focus 
on his own art.

“You’re free to express 
yourself, you’re free to 
find out, ‘What do I want 
with this piece, how can I 

show what I want from this 
piece?’ and so on,” he said. 
“You’re free to respond to 
them, and have that kind 
of symbiotic relationship 
with them. I think that’s the 
thing I enjoy most — the 
better an orchestra is, the 
more you can offer them.”

Bell aficionados may enjoy 
Third Coast Percussion’s sec-
ond app, which allows users 
to play the 16 bells used in 
“Resounding Earth,” a piece 
Augusta Read Thomas wrote 
for the group in 2012. The 
app is called simply “Third 
Coast Percussion: Augusta 
Read Thomas Resounding 
Earth.”

Although audience mem-
bers can theoretically play 
along with the Third Coast 
Percussion ensemble when 
they perform “Resounding 
Earth” and other pieces at 
4 p.m. today in Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall, percussionist 
Robert Dillon said he hopes 

they’ll listen to the music in-
stead.

Dillon described the 
group’s overall style as 
“edgy, cohesive, fun and 
quirky.”

“In a way, describing the 
sound of our group is impos-
sible,” said percussionist Da-
vid Skidmore, “because the 
sound can always change 
depending on what the com-
poser asks us to do.”

Their performance starts 
with “Fractalia” by Owen 
Clayton Condon. Third 
Coast Percussion knows him 
simply as “Clayton.” (He’s 
a former ensemble mem-
ber and wrote the piece for 
them.) They will also per-
form pieces by two of the 
most influential percussion 
composers of the last cen-

tury: Steve Reich’s “Mallet 
Quartet” and John Cage’s 
“Third Construction.”

“Reich’s work is very 
rhythmically driving,” Dil-
lon said. “You create this 
really cool interlocking web 
of harmonic serials. … It’s a 
much different experience 
than the Cage [piece], which 
is driven so much by the 
colors of all these different 
instruments that come from 
different places around the 
world.”

Third Coast Percussion is 
essentially a group of four 
guys who discover the music 
potential of any object they 
can get their hands on.

They definitely don’t 
limit themselves to classi-
cal percussion instruments 
like vibraphones or timpani. 

Squeaky toys, balloons, tree 
branches and even cactuses 
are not safe from their musi-
cal curiosity.

“We really do play any-
thing,” Skidmore said. “A 
composer like John Cage 
will ask you to play on any-
thing you can imagine, like 
tin cans, a conch shell and 
many other very strange and 
wonderful things.”

Third Coast Percussion’s 
playful approach to music 
isn’t found only in concert 
halls. Last year the group 
wrote a piece for the Davis 
Square Park Community 
Band, which they then per-
formed together in Chica-
go’s South Side. They were 
also recently named en-
semble in residence at the 
University of Notre Dame 

— where some of the uni-
versity’s engineers helped 
make the group’s apps a 
reality.

Third Coast Percussion is 
taking a cue from artists like 
Björk, who have successfully 

included apps and other inter-
active elements in their work.

“This is the next step in 
technology,” Dillon said. 
“We need to keep up with 
that if we want to stay in-
volved in people’s lives.”

third coast percussion
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aBoVe: A Music School Festival Orchestra bassoonist leaves the stage after the MSFO’s July 1 
performance in the Amphitheater. BottoM: Timothy Muffitt, music director, conducts the MSFO  
through the concert, which included selections from Beethoven and Shostakovich. Tonight’s 
performance will feature Tchaikovsky, Stravinsky, Rachmaninoff, Léo Delibes and Imre Kálmán.

Catherine Clinton with Steven Spielberg
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josh austin
Staff Writer

sarah Tundermann prom-
ised her mom that if she 
doesn’t have a date for the 
Tony Awards, she will take 
her — and thank her in her 
acceptance speech.

Like most of the conserva-
tory actors and other fellows 
this season at the Chautau-
qua Theater Company, Tun-
dermann has the familiar 
dream of getting to Broad-
way. In Tundermann’s case, 
her Tony won’t be for best 
actress but for best lighting 
design.

Though the CTC design 
fellows wish to see their 
names printed in a playbill 
one day, they have no desire 
to stand in the spotlight. Un-
dertaking careers in design, 
these often unsung artists 
are not swayed from their 
passion to help tell a story on 
stage. 

“You can certainly help 
the story along, creating the 
reason for why something 
happens in the show,” said 
Justin schmitz, sound fellow. 
“You ultimately become an-
other performer in the show. 
It’s like giving stage and tak-
ing stage. You don’t want to 
be a person who takes the 
whole entire stage. If the au-
dience doesn’t notice me, I’ve 
done my job right.”

Though schmitz, Tun-
dermann and Lauren Mills, 
a scenic fellow, all have de-
sign experience, CTC gives 
them the benefit of being a 
student and a professional at 
the same time. For the three 
mainstage shows this sea-
son, the fellows serve as as-
sistants to the shows’ design-
ers, giving them the benefit of 
learning from professionals. 
But when it comes to the two 
New Play Workshop pieces, 
the fellows are in charge, de-

signing everything on their 
own and working together 
to make sure the plays go off 
without a hitch.

There’s one added pres-
sure: they have three days 
to set up, rehearse and work 
out any technical kinks that 
might arise.

“It’s exciting,” Mills said. 
“You don’t think too much, 
you have to jump in and re-
act and go with it.”

The set for this summer’s 
first New Play Workshop 
piece, which is Colin McK-
enna’s Dark Radio, will be 
put up in just 36 hours. The 
designers and technical crew 
moved in right after Cat on a 
Hot Tin Roof closed sunday 
night and started construc-
tion. Mills must figure out a 
way to use parts of the set for 
Clybourne Park, which opens 
a week after Dark Radio.

“I’ve taken some of the 
more realistic elements of 

the Clybourne set and adapt-
ed them to this story,” Mills 
said. “We know that we 
wanted it to be a more sur-
real world. It’s all about not 
knowing whether it’s reality 
or something that’s happen-
ing in the main character’s 
head. We always want to be 
questioning which reality to 
believe in.”

Dark Radio is a dramatic 
mixture of science fiction 
and radio play. The set con-
tains a living room, a back-
yard and a radio station with 
sound effects tools for a Fol-
ey artist. The combination of 
science fiction and Foley art 
gives schmitz and Tunder-
mann a lot of room to play 
when it comes to working on 
this new show.

schmitz, who composed 
music and all the sound ef-
fects for the show, has to 
teach all of the live Foley ef-
fects to the actors.

Tundermann often looks 
at various paintings and pic-
tures to assist her in devising 
the lighting schemes.

“I bounce between pho-
tographs and painting, be-
cause I feel like with lighting 
you can get a sense of the 
texture in painting,” Tunder-
mann said. “Basically, when 
I’m designing I’m creating a 
palette with which I can then 
paint when I’m in the space.”

The three artists have 
all worked for a variety of 
professional gigs. schmitz 
worked as a sound designer 
at the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts; 
Tundermann worked at a 
summer stock theater. But 
for them, CTC is sort of like 
coming back to the class-
room, giving them a chance 
to learn and network. More 
than that, the trio, who are 
primarily just breaking out 
into their respective fields, 

is getting the chance to work 
on a new play from scratch.

“I love new work because 
we do get to interact with 
the playwright and I think 
we inform each other along 
the way, which is exciting,” 
Mills said. “You don’t get to 
do that ever. This is such an 
important point in my career 
because I’m bridging that 
gap between grad school 
and real life, so it’s huge to 
make those connections and 
launch myself into the next 
step.”

In addition, the team has 
the opportunity to work 
with other fellows, profes-
sionals and students that 
will become part of their 
professional network in the 
future, all working toward 
the same artistic goal.

“We’re all focused on 
making sure that story’s told 
in the best way possible,” 
schmitz said.

CTC’s design fellows create a story behind the scenes

kelly tunney
Staff Writer

Tom Abelson is visiting 
Chautauqua Institution to 
talk about talking. Abel-
son, an otolaryngologist, 
will speak to students in 
the school of Music’s Voice 
Program about preventative 
measures to keep their voices 
healthy and avoid damaging 
them early in their careers.

Abelson, medical direc-
tor of the Beachwood Family 
health and surgery Center 
and surgical director of the 
Ambulatory surgery Center, 
both in Cleveland, will lead a 
voice class at 10 a.m. today in 
McKnight hall.

singers usually don’t 
monitor their voice usage 
when they are young, he 
said. It is not until they have 
gained experience and have 
seen how their voices can be 
affected from misuse that 
singers take care of their nat-
ural instruments.

“If there’s a high school 
kid who’s the best actor or 
actress in the school and the 
best singer, they’re in the 
musical, they’re in the play, 

they’re in the choir, they’re 
in the chorus,” he said. 
“They’re singing at church 
on the weekends and they’re 
overusing their voice, and 
they don’t realize it.”

Professional singers mon-
itor how much they use their 
voices so they don’t become 
tired or injured, he said. In 
the same way that basketball 
players avoid playing a pick-
up game outside of practice, 
singers should be conscious 
of when they should be rest-

ing their voices.
Abelson cited everyday 

activities, such as talking 
over music at a loud party 
or screaming up the stairs 
at home to get someone’s at-
tention, as actions that strain 
singers’ voices.

Dehydration is another 
issue that singers should be 
thinking about. Although 
staying hydrated is impor-
tant, Abelson said some 
singers take this to the ex-
treme, to the point that they 
are overhydrating.

“The other issue that peo-
ple don’t realize is that caf-
feinated drinks are diuretic, 
they make [them] urinate 
a lot,” he said. “They make 
[them] lose fluids. So if they 
are drinking a lot of caffein-
ated drinks, whether it is cof-
fee or soft drinks, sometimes 
they can get dehydrated if 
they’re not replacing fluids.”

Abelson also debunked 
the myth of not consuming 
dairy before a performance. 
he said that although some 
people maintain extra mucus 
after consuming dairy, there 
is no reason to avoid it, except 
in the case of acid reflux.

Throughout the last decade, 
voice students have become 
more interested in keeping 
themselves healthy. Abelson 
credits this to advances in 
technology that allow doctors 
to show patients what is going 
on in their bodies and how 
their voices are being affected 
by their actions.

“since the advent of some 
of the technology we have 
— to use fiber optic scopes 
to look at the voice box and 
stroboscopy to slow down 
the motion of the vocal fold 
so you can actually see the 
wave,” Abelson said. “We’ve 
become really good at being 
able to identify issues and 
causes when singers have 
problems with their voices.”

Abelson suggested there 
is now more of an effort 
to form a team of support, 
made up of other voice stu-
dents, teachers and coaches, 
to ensure proper care is giv-
en to one’s body.

“everybody wants the 
same thing,” he said. “To 
have [the voice] be as good as 
it can, as long as it can, and to 
be able to do the performanc-
es that they want to do.”

Abelson to teach voice students preventative 
measures to keep their instruments strong

Provided images
Chautauqua Theater Company design fellow Lauren Mills’ preliminary sketches of the set for Dark Radio, the first New Play Workshop piece of the 2013 Season.

Abelson

‘The sTick soldiers’

roxAnA PoP | Provided images
Iraq War veteran and poet Hugh Martin presents his book of 
poems, The Stick Soldiers, for the Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Thursday at Hall of Philosophy.



“Y
ou should have seen your faces when the brother 
started dancing,” said the Rev. Matthew L. Wat-
ley at the 10:45 a.m. Sunday morning worship 
service. “You can’t predict what will happen in 

black church, and this is black-church Sunday at Chautau-
qua. I want you to turn to your neighbor and smile and say 
‘Neighbor, neighbor, it is time to change your lens.’ ”

The title of the service was “It’s Time to Change Your 
Lens” and the Scripture was 2 Kings 6:15-19. Watley is the 
founder and executive pastor of Reid Temple AME Church 
in Maryland.

Watley described a visit he and his staff made to Life 
Church in Oklahoma City. It is a ministry with 16 campuses 
throughout the country, along with an online service and 
smartphone app. 

“I went to steal — I mean glean — best practices from 
them,” he said. “During a technological conversation I sort 
of tuned out, but I filtered in when they were talking about 
the cameras they use. They told us that when they buy a 
new camera, they buy a lens that is better than the camera, 
because a camera is only as good as its lens.”

With the eyes of faith, one can see through a new lens. 
“With a new lens we can dry up depression,” Watley 

said. “With a new lens we can get insight into the insecuri-
ties of bullies. With a new lens we can see opportunities 
instead of obstacles. With a new lens we can see new things 
in old places.”

Watley said worship is not a respite from reality, but em-
powers us to engage reality with new hope and power.

“One of the benefits of being a believer is that you know 
stuff that you shouldn’t,” he said. “An image will flash in 
your mind and you have an instant message from the spirit 
that you need to check in on someone or some situation.”

The prophet Elisha could see what the king of Syria was 
doing and could tell the king of Israel how to counter Syria’s 
moves. The Syrian king began to accuse his own staff of dis-
loyalty, until one officer “had the temerity and audacity to 
speak truth to power” and tell him that there was a prophet 
in Israel “who could even see into the king’s bedchamber.”

The king of Syria surrounded Dothan, Elisha’s city. 
“That is the lack of brilliance of evil,” Watley said. “It is 

not as brilliant as it is bold.” 
He urged members of the congregation to use their spiri-

tual imaginations and see the servant as he goes out of the 
house in the morning.

“The blood leaves [the servant’s] face and he sees a whole 
army focused on the little house,” Watley said. “He calls to 
Elisha and says, ‘Master, we are in trouble.’ ”

The prophet  appears undisturbed by the news. He 
slowly gets out of bed. The servant says in a louder voice, 
“Didn’t you hear me?” Elisha answers, “Yes, I heard you, 
but there are more of us than there are of them.” His servant 
replies, “Master, I know you think you are special, but we 
are surrounded by an army and they are trained on us.”

“This is a case study of a Godly lens versus a lensless 
life,” Watley said. “Don’t be unfair to the servant; he was 
not imagining an army. But our challenge is that we play 
at the poles of faith so we are not sure what real faith looks 
like. We are either so disconnected from real life that we 
don’t deal with reality, or we are so realistic that we don’t 

leave room for God.”
Watley learned a lot from Falling Upward by Richard 

Rohr. Rohr, he said, believes the opposite of the rational is 
not the irrational, but the transrational. Love, death, suffer-
ing and infinity are beyond the rational mind.

“The rational mind is dualistic — what is understood is 
true and what is not is untrue,” Watley said. “It can’t pro-
cess suffering or love. The lens of faith allows us to engage 
the transrational experience. It gives us access to the third 
dimension of the spirit.”

For Elisha, things were not as bad as they appeared. He 
prayed that the Lord would open the eyes of his servant so 
that he could see.

“This is a prayer of revelation,” Watley said. “Elisha did 
not pray for angels or armies. He asked God to show his ser-
vant what already exists. God has already provided for us. 
We need to ask God to reveal to us what God has already 
done.”

One of Watley’s examples was the origin of Juneteenth. 
The Emancipation Proclamation was issued on Jan. 1, 1863, 
but word did not get to Texas until June 1865 when Gordon 
Granger read the proclamation to slaves in Texas. This is the 
day that Juneteeth celebrates.

“It was a revelation of what was already done,” Watley 
said. 

Elisha’s servant, with his eyes open, sees another army: 
God’s army. God did not remove the challenge of the Syrian 
army but added resources for a blessing.

Watley claimed that today’s generation is not the only 
one that is technologically advanced, that when he was 
growing up there were remote controls. 

“They were called children,” he said. 
Parents, sitting in their recliners, would tell their children 

to go over to the television and change the channel. 
“Without debate, they would go over, take up the pliers 

and change the channel,” Watley said.
The picture was not clear, so the child would adjust it 

until it came in clear. But as soon as the child moved, the 
picture would go out again, and so the child would now 
serve as the antenna.

“My point is that we all serve as faith antennas,” Watley 
said. “We make real the image God is sending. It is time to 
change our lens, time to see all the resources that are avail-
able to you. ‘Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of 
the Lord and his truth is marching on.’ It is time to change 
your lens.”

Joan Brown Campbell, director of the Department of Religion, 
presided. James Brady, a trustee of Chautauqua Institution, read 
the Scripture. Peter Steinmetz served as cantor for the responso-
rial psalm.

The Chautauqua Choir and the Rochester Oratorio Society 
provided music for the service. Jared Jacobsen, organist and 
worship and sacred music coordinator, played for the service. 
Eric Townell, artistic director of the Rochester Oratorio Society, 
conducted the anthem “Domine Aperies” from the Emancipation 
Oratorio by Glenn McClure. Jackline Madegwa and Lawrence 
Craig were the soloists. McClure was on stage playing bongos 
and cowbell. Sean McLeod performed an impromptu sacred 
dance during the offertory.

The Chautauqua Choir sang “The Staff of Life” by Craig 
Courtney with words by Thomas Toke Lynch.  “In God Alone” 
was the title of the responsorial psalm based on Psalm 62, set-
ting by David Haas. The combined choirs sang “The Promise of 
Living,” the “Thanksgiving Song” from Aaron Copland’s The 
Tender Land.

The J. Everett Hall Memorial Chaplaincy and the Jackson-
Carnahan Memorial Chaplaincy provide support for this week’s 
services.

Boat Rentals
Sailboat rentals are available at the John R. Turney Sailing 
Center (716-357-6392). Paddle boats, canoes, kayaks and a 
rowboat are available to rent at the Sports Club (716-357-6281).

   » on the grounds
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Column by Mary lee talbot

Change your lens; see what God has provided

fredo villaseñor
Staff Writer

Compassion has followed 
Lena Breen throughout her 
career. As Week Three’s Mys-
tic Heart meditation leader, 
she will focus on practicing 
and teaching Mettā — or lov-
ing-kindness — meditation.

The Mystic Heart Pro-
gram is an initiative of the 
Department of Religion and 
was founded 13 years ago 
by Subagh Singh Khalsa. 
The program aims to share 
meditation techniques from 
different world religions and 
wisdom traditions.

The morning meditations 
will be held from 7:15 to 8 
a.m. weekdays at the Main 
Gate Welcome Center. Semi-
nars will be held from 12:30 
to 1:55 p.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday. Silent meditation 
will also be held from 7:15 
to 7:45 p.m. Thursday at the 
Main Gate Welcome Center.

A former Unitarian Uni-
versalist minister, Breen’s 
primary focus is vipassanā 
meditation, also known as 
insight meditation.

“The emphasis of 
vipassanā is creating and 
cultivating more compas-
sion for not only oneself but 

creating compassion for ev-
eryone,” Breen said. “That 
works very nicely with the 
theme of this week on eman-
cipation, and it also works 
very nicely for me. Com-
passion has been one of the 
main forces in my life.”

Breen also studies Kri-
palu yoga, which, she noted, 
translates to “compassion.” 

In vipassanā, the practi-
tioner tries to clear his or her 
mind and focuses on breath-
ing, Breen said. It brings 
awareness of one’s mind and 
body in the present moment.

Vipassanā has a compo-
nent called Mettā meditation, 
which uses repeated words 
and phrases to promote love 
for oneself and compassion 
toward others. The morn-
ing meditation sessions and 
the afternoon seminars will 
be mostly Mettā meditation. 
Each seminar will be split 
into five phases, beginning 
with a focus on loving one-
self and then on developing 
a love of all things and hav-
ing compassion for people 
who are difficult to get along 
with.

If people could take any-

thing away from the Week 
Three meditation sessions 
and seminars, Breen would 
have it be the basics of Mettā 
meditation and the phrases 
she will teach and apply 
during meditation: “May 
you be free of danger,” “May 
you have mental happiness,” 
“May you have physical hap-
piness” and “May you have 
ease and well-being.”

Breen hopes that she will 
be able to work with children 
and families at the Institu-
tion. She has taught medita-
tion to many kinds of people, 
including youth, seniors, 
physically handicapped chil-
dren and adults and incar-
cerated populations.

“I just think [meditation] 
is for everybody,” she said.

breen

Breen leads Mystic Heart in Week Three

  KATIE McLEAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Rev. Matthew L. Watley gives the sermon, titled “It’s Time to 
Change Your Lens,” at the 10:45 a.m. Sunday morning worship 
service in the Amphitheater. 
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And if Christians are not do-
ing that, Claiborne believes, 
then they are not doing what 
they have been called to do.  

After joining a movement 
to find housing for a group of 
families being evicted from 
an abandoned cathedral, 
Shane Claiborne co-founded 
the The Simple Way, a Chris-
tian community in inner-city 
Philadelphia. Ever since, the 
community has worked to 
find decent homes for under-
privileged people in Phila-
delphia and to be a model for 
communal living, hospital-
ity and peacemaking.

Many of the stories Clai-
borne recounted were of civ-
il disobedience against what 
he called the “anti-homeless 
legislation” of Philadelphia, 
which prohibited activities 
such as sleeping in pub-
lic places, asking for spare 
change and distributing 
food to homeless people.

“What is a Christ follower 
to do, or a person of con-
science to do, in the midst of 
that kind of injustice?” Clai-
borne asked.

Claiborne and his friends 
prayed for inspiration on 
how to deal with that prob-
lem. They were inspired 
by luke 14, in which Jesus 
teaches how to throw a par-
ty: by inviting those that are 
not invited to anyone else’s 
party.

They invited their home-
less friends to Philadelphia’s 
LOVE Park, one of the places 
where the no-feeding and 
no-sleeping ordinances were 
in place. They held a wor-

ship service, complete with 
the serving of communion 
bread. They finished off their 
day by sleeping in the park 
together, about 100 people 
total. 

“We did that night after 
night for lots of weeks and 
then, one night at about mid-
night when all of us were 
falling asleep, the police 
were ordered to come in and 
to arrest us,” Claiborne said. 
“They swarmed in from all 
sides and they handcuffed 
us and took us to jail and we 
were charged for disorderly 
conduct. For sleeping.”

The group of activists 
fought the charges in court. 
Believing that the Holy Spirit 
would give them the words 
to defend themselves, they 
chose a homeless man with 
no background in law to rep-
resent them. And although 
his defense was as simple as 
standing up and saying to 
the judge, “Your honor, on 
behalf of the group,  I’d like 
to say we believe these laws 
are evil and wrong,” they 
won.

“The judge ended up say-
ing, ‘You know, what’s in 
question is not whether or 
not these folks broke the law; 
what’s in question is the con-
stitutionality and the right-
ness of the laws that we are 
passing in this city,’ ” Clai-
borne said. “And he said, 
‘If it weren’t for people who 
broke the unjust laws, we 
wouldn’t have the freedom 
that we have.’ ” 

The judge said that they 
were freedom fighters, not 

criminals; and he found 
them all not guilty on all 
charges.

Just this past year, Phila-
delphia again passed an 
anti-feeding ordinance. Clai-
borne and his co-activists 
challenged it by hosting pub-
lic picnics. They brought a 
Catholic theologian to court 
to argue that feeding the 
poor is a sacrament.

“We believe that we are 
feeding Jesus, and it is a vio-
lation of religious freedom 
to say, ‘You cannot do one of 
the most fundamental acts of 
human compassion, to feed 
someone who’s hungry,’ ” 
Claiborne said.

in one instance, their 
lawyer said, “We are not 
willing to come before god, 
and when god says, ‘Did 
you feed me?’ we’re not go-
ing to say, ‘Sorry, our mayor 
wouldn’t let us.’ ”

The no-feeding ordinance 

has since been declared a vi-
olation of religious freedom 
by a federal judge. 

“When Jesus says we are 
to be as shrewd as serpents 
and as innocent as doves,” 
Claiborne said, “i think 
that’s the call to not just be 
the chaplain of the state, 
but the conscience of it as 
well, as Dr. [Martin luther] 

King said. it’s a call to be the 
people of God, to show the 
world what a society of love 
looks like, and it breaks my 
heart that we have not often 
lived up to that high calling.”

Claiborne is troubled by 
the reputation that Christi-
anity has made for itself. He 
cited a study by the Barna 

Group in which young non-
Christians were asked to give 
their perceptions of Chris-
tians. The most frequently 
given answer was “anti-gay,” 
followed by “judgmental” 
and “hypocritical.”

“As i read that list, what 
broke my heart was the very 
thing that Jesus said we 
would be known for — love 

— didn’t make the list,” Clai-
borne said. “We’ve become 
often more known for what 
we’re against than what 
we’re for, for who we’ve ex-
cluded more than who we’ve 
embraced.”

Claiborne recounted a 
conversation he had with a 
neighbor. She thought that 
Christians make things too 

complicated.
“You learn all these big 

words like ‘incarnation,’ ” 
she said. “it’s not that hard. 
‘Con carne’ means ‘with 
meat.’ ”

“incarnation is just about 
putting flesh on God’s love,” 
Claiborne said to the audience. 
“And that’s what Jesus did 
and that’s what we’re invited 
to do as the body of Christ, to 
put skin on it, so that people 
can see and and taste and feel 
how good god is.”

Claiborne claimed that 
Christians sometimes have 
been the biggest obstacle 
of bringing god’s love to 
the world — they have had 
too much to say with their 
mouths and so little to show 
of god’s love with their lives. 

“So I pray today for imag-
ination, that we might live in 
ways that don’t compute and 
don’t conform to the patterns 
of this world,” he said, “so 
that a generation from now, 
when people hear the word 
‘Christian,’ they don’t say 
‘anti-gay,’ ‘judgmental’ and 
‘hypocritical.’ But they say 
‘love.’ “

Claiborne 
Calls for 

Christianity 
to be  

loving again

It’s a call to be the people of God, to show the 
world what a society of love looks like, and it 
breaks my heart that we have not often lived 
up to that high calling.”

— Shane Claiborne

right: Claiborne speaks about how a lack of imagination in the Christian church hurts its ability to 
interest young people in joining.  

above: Members of the audience in the Hall of Philosophy laugh at a remark made by author and 
activist Shane Claiborne, Friday’s Interfaith Lecturer.

Brian Smith | Staff photographer

S
hane Claiborne’s Friday Interfaith Lecture was a medley of in-
spirational stories, demonstrating that the teachings of Jesus 
Christ still have the potential to upset systems that oppress the 
poor and marginalized.

fredo villaseñor | Staff Writer
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N e w s

Maggie livingstone
Staff Writer

The Becker name be-
came synonymous with 
Chautauqua Institution 
when Tom  Becker became 
president nearly 10 years 
ago. But today it is Jane 
Becker, his wife, who will 
take center stage. 

Jane will speak at 1 p.m. 
today at the women’s Club-
house on “The Magic of 
Coaching” as part of the 
Chautauqua women’s Club 
Professional women’s Net-
work series. she has pre-
sented at the women’s Club 
many times before, usually 
focusing on local causes, but 
today she will speak about 
her new passion and career 
path: executive coaching. 

Just a few months ago, 
Becker completed a two-
year executive coaching 
licensing program at Case 
western Reserve Univer-
sity. Many people don’t 
understand this profes-
sion, she said. An executive 
coach is not a life coach or 
a counselor, rather someone 
hired by a corporation or an 
individual to help indentify 
and achieve career goals.

“what we’re trying to 
move people toward is a 
clear and compelling vision 
for what they want in their 
life and how their work — 
whether it’s paid or unpaid 
— fits into that,” she said. 
“executive coaching is 

around as-
pirations.”

Becker’s 
career be-
fore execu-
tive coach-
ing dealt 
with man-
a g e m e n t 
and con-

sulting. she was a strategic 
planning director for a local 
business, had been execu-
tive director of many non-
profit organizations and 
even worked as a counselor. 
Her past career in business 
and communication, she 
said, made the transition to 
coaching more fluid. 

“[executive coaching] is 
a nice combination of my 
background in working 
with people and working 
in the private sector with 
businesses,” she said.

Becker plans on intro-
ducing audience members 
to several techniques she 
uses with clients. For exam-
ple, she explains the four 
pieces of self: body, mind, 
spirit and heart. Becker 
added that though it is 
largely career-oriented, ex-
ecutive coaching can help 
individuals regain personal 
strength and worth.

“everybody has their 
own sense of what is a 
meaningful, purposeful 
life for them,” she said. 
“executive coaching is an 
opportunity to revisit that.”

Becker to share insight 
on executive coaching

History prof 
Bell presents 
for EJLCC

Kuhn lectures on Passover mysteries for CCF

BECkEr

BrIAN SMITH | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
CBS News White House correspondent Bill Plante answers impromptu questions from the Hall of 
Philosophy audience following his Contemporary Issues Forum lecture Saturday afternoon.

IN THE kNow

David Bell will exam-
ine “France and the Jews: 
A Vexed Relationship” at 
3:30 p.m. today at the ev-
erett Jewish Life Center. 

Bell is a professor of 
history at Princeton Uni-
versity where he holds the 
sidney and Ruth Lapidus 
chair. A specialist in early 
modern French history, he 
is the author of Lawyers 
and Citizens, which deals 
with the politicization of 
the French legal profes-
sion in the 18th century; 
The Cult of the Nation in 
France, about the growth 
of French nationalism and 
its relationship to Christi-
anity; and The First Total 
War, which studies the 
political culture of war in 
europe during the second 
half of the 18th century.

Bell's research has been 
supported by grants from 
the Guggenheim Founda-
tion, the American Coun-
cil of Learned societies, 
the National endowment 
for the Humanities, and 
the woodrow wilson 
Foundation. He is a regu-
lar contributor to The New 
Republic and the London 
Review of Books.

Bell will also be the 
everett Center’s Brown-
bag lunch speaker at 12:15 
p.m. Tuesday, addressing 
“Jews Real and Imagined: 
Reflections on Anti-Semi-
tism and Anti-Judaism." 

The Rev. Kathie Kuhn, 
professor of Old Testament 
studies and dean of students 
at Hosanna Bible Training 
Center in Macedonia, Ohio, 
will speak on “experienc-
ing the Table of the Lord 
in Passover Mysteries” at 7 
p.m. tonight in the Hall of 
Philosophy. The program is 
sponsored by Chautauqua 
Christian Fellowship and 
co-sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Religion. 

Kuhn has served 
for 28 years as asso-
ciate pastor of Faith 
Fellowship Church, 
where she directs 
pastoral care, small 
group ministries, 
leadership, and mis-
sions departments. 
she is a graduate of 
Hosanna Bible Training Cen-
ter  and emerge Ministries’ 
three-year pastoral training 
program.

More recently, 
Kuhn graduated 
from Ashland Theo-
logical seminary’s 
Pastors of excellence 
Program and now 
serves as a mentor 
and teacher in those 
ongoing national 
outreaches. she is 

currently authoring a manu-
script on the Covenants of 
God, which has been her 
life’s work for three decades.

kuHN
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D a n c e

Janes returns to Ballet 
Across America, from 
dancer to choreographer

natalie mayan
Staff Writer

as you walk into the ven-
ue of your 40th high school 
reunion, you hold the door 
open for someone you bare-
ly recognize. Her wrinkled 
skin hangs off her bones, 
and the bags under her eyes 
suggest she has not slept in 
months. and then it clicks. 
That dejected woman was 
crowned queen at senior 
prom, cheered the football 
team onto victory as captain 
of the cheer team and always 
had the brightest smile on 
her face.

This is how nancilee 
Wydra related the tragedies 
of many legendary Holly-
wood women to occurrences 
in everyday life. 

Wydra will present the 
third chautauqua Dance 
circle event of the season, 
titled “Hollywood’s Danc-
ing Ladies,” at 3:30 p.m. to-
day in the Hall of christ. She 
will focus on the tragedies 

following the successes of 
many famous female per-
formers.

Many aspiring artists long 
for a life of fame, but it is not 
always as glorious as one 
might think, Wydra said. In 
reality, it is more likely their 
lives will end tragically.

“The ones that had every-
thing going for them, they 
have the longest to fall,” 
Wydra said.

Her lecture will include 
a series of brief vignettes 
showcasing dancers at the 
height of their careers, in-
cluding carmen Miranda, 
Vera-ellen and eleanor Pow-
ell.

Miranda, known to many 
as the “Brazilian Bombshell” 
or the “chiquita Banana 
Girl,” managed to become a 
superstar in both Brazil and 
america in the 1940s, per-
forming on Broadway and 
on the silver screen.

Vera-ellen was one of the 
youngest Rockettes at Ra-

dio city Music Hall in new 
York city. She is perhaps best 
known for her starring role 
as Judy Haynes in the film 
“White christmas.”

Powell, who danced 
alongside astaire in “Broad-
way Melody of 1940,” even 
has a tap step named after 
her.

anorexia, heart failure, 
cancer and the loss of a child 
are just a few of the tragedies 
Wydra will share with the 
audience. Wydra’s personal 
theory is that the stars, who 
were treated very differently 
by society, were unable to 
build up a resilience to ad-
versity.

“The takeaway is that 
whatever your disappoint-
ments in your own life were, 
they didn’t destroy you,” 
Wydra said. 

When asked what the au-
dience’s reaction to the lec-
ture might be, Wydra said, 
“Well, there’s not gonna be a 
dry eye in the house.”

Wydra shares stories of promising 
Hollywood careers marred by tragedy

natalie mayan
Staff Writer

They say those who can’t 
do, teach. Having success-
fully done both, Sasha Janes, 
north carolina Dance The-
atre’s associate artistic direc-
tor, has proven that theory to 
be absolutely wrong.

not only did Janes per-
form at the prestigious Bal-
let across america program 
in 2010, but he also choreo-
graphed a piece selected 
for this year’s Ballet across 
america program.

Ballet across america 
made its debut in 2008, 
showcasing nine profession-
al dance companies from 
across the country.

Janes first performed at 
Ballet across america II 
in a bluegrass piece titled 
“Shindig.” While some com-
panies were performing 
well-known ballets from 
choreographers like George 
Balanchine, ncDT brought 
original pieces.

It was nerve-racking for 
the company because they 
brought their own bluegrass 
band for the program, which 
was very different, Janes 
said. The piece was being 
judged not only on perfor-
mance but also from a cho-
reographic standpoint.

“The company did a great 
job and they got fantastic 
reviews last time they were 
there in 2010,” Janes said.

ncDT’s second encounter 
with Ballet across america 
is still fresh, having just re-
cently performed in Ballet 
across america III in June. 
This time, Janes watched as 
company dancers made his 
own choreography come to 
life on the stage of the Ken-
nedy center’s Opera House 
in Washington, D.c. The cast 

of 10, in pairs of two, per-
formed “Rhapsodic Dances,” 
which originally premiered 
at the Institution.

Janes’ inspiration for the 
playful piece came from the 
music, performed live by the 
Kennedy center Opera House 
Orchestra and conducted by 
Grant cooper. cooper is the 
artistic director and conduc-
tor of the West Virginia Sym-
phony Orchestra, as well as a 
guest conductor for the chau-
tauqua Symphony Orchestra.

Janes described it as a “big 
tutu ballet,” although the balle-
rinas remove their tutus about 
two-thirds into the piece.

Jordan Leeper, of James-
town, n.Y., was one of the 
ncDT company members 
who performed at this year’s 
Ballet across america. Leep-
er said the abstract ballet 
consisted of five couples and 
intricate partnering. There 
seemed to be a general con-
sensus from the company 
that this ballet is overwhelm-
ingly challenging.

“It was one of the most 
difficult ballets I’ve ever 
done,” said anna Gerberich, 
another ncDT dancer. 

Gerberich does not tire 
easily, but by the end of this 
ballet she said she would feel 
sick to her stomach.

It was a daunting chal-
lenge to present such a classi-
cal ballet, as ncDT is known 
to be a contemporary com-
pany, Gerberich said. It was a 
big success for the company 
to be seen in a “whole new 
light,” she said.

Gerberich broke her foot in 
January, but made it her goal 
to make it back to charlotte, 
n.c., to perform the dance be-
fore traveling to the Kennedy 
Center. It was her first time 
with an injury, which provid-
ed a new set of challenges.

“Mentally, I’ve always had 
a hard time getting back on 
the horse,” she said.

She is extremely proud of 
herself for being able to over-
come such a huge obstacle. 
Many dancers injure them-
selves again when returning 
to dance at such a fast pace, 
she said. She is proud of the 

whole company for present-
ing themselves so well at 
Ballet across america III.

The ncDT company en-
joyed meeting members of 
other dance companies and 
taking classes with other di-
rectors during their limited 
time in Washington D.c.

For dancer Pete Walker, 

the “change of pace” was 
motivating. He was taking 
classes with old friends from 
across the nation.

Leeper echoed the com-
pany’s other dancers.

“It’s definitely an experi-
ence I’m glad I was a part of,” 
Leeper said.

Janes said choreograph-

ing caused him much more 
anxiety than performing. 

“When you’re a dancer, 
you’re in control of what 
goes on stage, how it looks, 
what actually happens,” 
Janes said. “When you’re the 
choreographer, you just have 
to put your trust in the danc-
ers and the choreography.”

stretch the point

peter Zay | Provided Photo
North Carolina Dance Theatre’s original pieces “Rhapsodic Dances” (top) and “Shindig,” performed at Ballet Across America III and II, respectively.

Jeff cravotta | Provided Photo

Katie Mclean | Staff PhotograPher
North Carolina Dance Theatre dancers stretch on the Amphitheater back porch before the company’s 
June 27 Dance Salon. The company performs again Tuesday with the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra.

Twitter #CHQ
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TransporTaTion

2014 season

educaTion2013 season  
LoVeLY condo, One Bedroom 
at French Quarter on Ames, 
Available week 8. Please call 
Terre at 716-357-3800. $1,100 
for the week and all amenities 
included.
Former msFo VioLisT seek-
ing piano accompanist and musi-
cians for chamber music July 6-20. 
Mozart, Faure, Bach, Beethoven 
etc. Walter: 215-407-1236.
LoVeLY eFFiciencY condo 
Newly Renovated. Steps from 
AMP. Weeks 3 & 4 $850. Week 5 
Available until 7/25 - $500. Call 
724-601-9299
 
 
BoaTs For saLe, New and 
U s e d -  B e s t  B o a t  B u y i n g 
Packages at Chautauqua Marina 
7 1 6 . 7 5 3 . 3 9 1 3 .  w w w .
ChautauquaMarina.com
m-YacHTs mX-raY saiLBoaT 
for sale. 12 ft length, 4 1/2 ft wide- 
fits well on small dock ramp. 
Wicked fast single-handed boat 
with carbon mast, clear mylar 
main sail and jib, and winged hull 
for hiking out. $2,900. On the 
grounds at 18 Gebbie. Joe 
216.342.1525

condos For renT  
 
oVerLook: Fully equiped 2nd 
floor, 2 bed/bath, A/C, W/D. No 
smoking/pets.1 Car Parking.Min 
2 Weeks: Available 5-8. 440-
382-2495.

BoaTs For saLe

 
 
BoaT saFeTY cLass, July 14 
9:30 am. N.Y. State Approved at 
Chautauqua Marina. 716.753.3913 
or 716.753.0409 Course fee $39 + 
Materials Fee $5

For saLe
Books-Books Selling out 
85,000 at $1 or $2 each! None 
higher! Berry’s Book Shop route 
3 9 4  a c r o s s  f r o m  C a m p 
Chautauqua. Daily 10-3 closed 
Monday and Tuesday. 789.5757

oriGinaL 1864 aBraHam 
LINCOLN Election Ballots. These 
Ballots are from Ohio and were 
cast by Union Soliders who were 
fighting in Tennessee November 
of 1864. Limited Number. Call 
865-643-0957.

HappY ads
 

BoaT renTaLs,  Pontoon, 
Power, Kayak, Fishing and Pedal 
Boats for rent. Chautauqua 
Marina, Mayville. 716.753.3913

HeLp wanTed
person To HeLp wiTH 
daiLY exercises. 753-3339 or 
240-485-7119

Houses For saLe  
 
wesTFieLd Home For saLe: 
2 story colonial, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, hardwood floors, wood 
burning fireplace, attached 2 car 
garage. Beautifully landscaped 
3/4 acre village lot. $195,000. 
7 1 6 - 3 2 6 - 3 7 8 1  o r  s e e 
ForSaleByOwner.com
 reaL esTaTe  
cHauTauQua area reaL 
esTaTe: Office - St.Elmo #101 
Chautauqua, Ny 14722. 716-357-
3566. Toll Free 800-507-5005. 
www.chautauquaarea.com, 
care@chautauquaarea.com

serVices  
 
H o u s e  c L e a n i n G  - 
reLiaBLe, 20 YRS experience, 
Available when needed. Call 
Kate 716-753-2408 leave mes-
sage or 716-720-1255 cel l 
(Refernces Available)
How can i HeLp? Airport 
Transportat ion, Off Season 
House Si t ter,  or  any other 
errands. Availabil ity Friday-
Monday By Appt. Reasonable 
Rates. Please call Diane at 716-
679-6281
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
airporT TransFers. Pick 
up and return. Lowest prices on 
lake. Phone Greg 814-598-6071

 
 
adoraBLe cozY aparT-
menT, ground floor, 1 bedroom 
gem, AC, cable, WiFi, W/D, full 
kitchen, recent construction and 
furnishings, on plaza and tram 
route, level short walk to Amp. 7 
Roberts. Season/Half Season 
ONLY. Contact Frances Roberts 
at 716-357-5557 or francesr@
optonline.net

F a m i LY  H o m e  W e e k s 
4,5,6,7,8,9. 9 Wiley. Renovated 
4BR Lake View: 3.5 Bath, A/C, 
Complete Kitchen, W/D, Cable, 
On Site Parking. 410-279-3415, 
jendelancey@aol.com

modern cenTraL location 
a p t  2  B e d r o o m ,  p u l l o u t 
couch,A/C, washer&dryer, WI-FI, 
full bath. Full kitchen, corian 
counters.Reconditioned for new 
2014 season retners 716-357-
2234 ask for Dave.

3 Bedroom, 2 BaTH, modern, 
well furnished, fully equipped, 
huge sleeping and dining porch, 
A/C, heat, DW, W&D, cable, wifi, 
parking, weeks 1,2,3,7,8,9. 42 
foster. jimorris@morristrust.net, 
(716) 490-1659

The emily and John 
Corry endowment for the 
Performing arts provides 
funding for tonight’s Music 
school festival Orchestra 
performance at 8:15 p.m. in 
the amphitheater.

established in 2011 by 
John a. Corry, the endow-
ment is a permanent fund 
held within the Chautau-
qua foundation to support 
the instruction, production 

and presentation of the per-
forming arts at Chautauqua 
institution on behalf of both 
Chautauqua’s school of fine 
and Performing arts and 
Chautauqua’s professional 
companies.

John a. and emily McK-
night Corry are longtime 
residents of Bronxville, 
N.Y., where both have been 
active in local affairs. Mr. 
Corry is a retired senior 

partner in davis Polk & 
Wardwell llP, a prominent 
New York City law firm. He 
is a member of the Chau-
tauqua foundation Board 
of directors and served on 
the cabinet for the Chautau-
qua foundation’s idea Cam-
paign. Mr. Corry served as 
the first chair of Chautau-
qua’s planned giving coun-
cil. Mrs. Corry, the former 
emily sellstrom McKnight, 

grew up in Jamestown, 
N.Y., and spent a number 
of summers with her fam-
ily at the institution in the 
log cabin at 16 Peck. The 
Corry family has a long his-
tory of generous support to 
the institution, including 
the funding of several per-
manent endowments at the 
Chautauqua foundation 
and the school of Music’s 
Corry Hall.

Corry Endowment supports MSFO performance

Anderson fund supports Monday, Tuesday morning lectures

Reading/Miller Fund sponsors Week Three Interfaith Lectures

The Malcolm anderson 
lecture fund of the Chau-
tauqua foundation provides 
funding for today and Tues-
day’s 10:45 a.m. morning lec-
tures in the amphitheater.

The Malcolm anderson 
lecture fund was estab-
lished in 1987 to honor d. 

Malcolm anderson. ander-
son was a fourth-generation 
Chautauquan and a trustee 
of Chautauqua institu-
tion from 1982 to 1990. He 
served as the United states 
attorney for the Western 
district of Pennsylvania 
and later as assistant at-

torney general for the U.s. 
Department of Justice. He 
was a founding partner in 
the Pittsburgh law firm of 
anderson, Moreland and 
Bush. He retired to Braden-
ton, fla., and passed away 
Oct. 9, 1998.

If you would be interested 

in discussing the possibility of 
establishing an endowed lec-
tureship or supporting another 
aspect of Chautauqua’s pro-
gram, please contact Karen 
Blozie, Chautauqua Founda-
tion’s director of gift planning, 
at 716-357-6244 or by email at 
kblozie@ciweb.org.

The Miriam s. Reading/
Richard H. Miller Fund, 
an endowment with the 
Chautauqua foundation, 
provides funding for this 
week’s interfaith lecture 
series, featuring William 
Watley, donna Brazile, Rob-
ert M. franklin Jr., Raphael 
G. Warnock and Helene 
Gayle.

Miriam Reading and 
Richard Miller are both 
long time Chautauquans 
and both have participated 
actively in the life and gov-
ernance of the community. 
They and their eight chil-
dren and 17 grandchildren 
live on the grounds during 
the season. Miriam is the 
daughter of Paul and Hel-

en sample, each of whom 
served as a trustee of the 
institution. dick is a great-
grandson of lewis Miller, a 
co-founder of Chautauqua 
institution.

dick is a former chair of 
the institution’s board of 
trustees and former president 
of Chautauqua foundation. 
Miriam has served as both a 

trustee of the institution and 
as a director of Chautauqua 
foundation. Both have been 
active in all of Chautauqua’s 
development campaigns 
since the second Century 
Campaign in 1979 and both 
have held numerous other 
positions of leadership and 
responsibility on behalf of 
the institution.

North/South
1st  Bill/Peggy Blackburn   77.28%

2nd  Dan/Linda Silverberg   53.44%

3rd Valerie/Brenda Katz                  48.43%

4th Jose Mateo/Suzanne Anderson 47.71%

East/West
1st  Tom/Kathy Roantree                 58.26%

2nd  Mary Avery/Kay Kramer  57.49%

3rd Gail/Grant Hennessa                 57.45%

4th Deanne Violich/Bill Sigward  56.37%

North/South
1st  Nancy/Paul Theado   67.46%

2nd  Bill/Peggy Blackburn   63.49%

3rd Jose Mateo/Suzanne Anderson 53.17%

4th Bernie Reiss/Sylvia Bookoff  46.83%

East/West
1st  Tom Roantree/Kathy Roantree 63.10%

2nd  Deanne Violich/Bill Sigward  59.13%

3rd Marth Karslake/Edna Crissman             55.95%

4th Marth Friday/Nancy Bechtolt  54.37%

SportS Club Su nday  
Ev Eni ng dupliC at E br idgE

JUNE 30, 2013

SportS Club thurSday 
Ev Eni ng dupliC at E br idgE

JUly 4, 2013

Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
1:10 p.m. Thursdays and 6:50 p.m. Sundays at the Sports Club. 

you are welcome with or without a partner.

Monday, July 8
Catherine Clinton
Author’s Alcove
1:15 p.m.

Tuesday, July 9
David Von Drehle
Author's Alcove
1:15 p.m.

Tuesday, July 9
Donna Brazile
Hall of Missions
Following 2 p.m. lecture

Tuesday, July 9
Charles Fried
Hall of Philosophy
Following 4 p.m. lecture

Wednesday, July 10
The Revs. Matthew and 
William Watley
Author's Alcove
12:15 p.m.

Wednesday, July 10
Gary Gallagher
Author's Alcove
1:15 p.m.

Wednesday, July 10
The Rev. Robert Franklin
Hall of Missions
Following 2 p.m. lecture

Thursday, July 11
Annette Gordon-Reed 
Author's Alcove
1:15 p.m.

Thursday, July 11
Attica Locke
Literary Arts Center Porch
Following CLSC presentation

Friday, July 12
Joan Waugh
Author's Alcove
1:15 p.m.

Book 
Signings

Cameras/reCording equipment
The possession and/or use of cameras or recording devices 
in all Chautauqua Institution performance facilities, including 
the Amphi theater, Bratton Theater, Norton Hall, Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall, Smith Wilkes Hall and Hall of Philosophy, are 
prohibited except by authorized press and personnel.

   » on the grounds
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DonalD RosenbeRg
Guest Reviewer

richard Wagner and Gi-
useppe Verdi, whose 200th 
birthdays are being celebrat-
ed this year, took a while to 
find their operatic footing. 
But not Benjamin Britten, 
who’ll be a mere 100 in No-
vember. With his first opera, 
Peter Grimes, Britten burst 
onto the scene as a master in 
the genre.

Chautauqua opera is do-
ing its part in marking the 
milestones of all three com-
posers during its 85th season 
this summer with produc-
tions or scenes from their 
greatest works. The festivi-
ties began Saturday in the 
Amphitheater with a fully 
staged performance of Peter 
Grimes that was magnetic 
from start to finish.

The splendor of the 
achievement should not be 
understated. Even major op-
era houses struggle to do jus-
tice to Britten’s powerful and 
poetic story of an outcast — 
the fisherman Peter Grimes 
— trying to exist in the face 
of an intolerant society. The 
work requires principal 
singers who inhabit their 
roles while negotiating Brit-
ten’s tricky vocal writing, a 
chorus of almost torrential 
ability, and an orchestra ca-
pable of shimmering and 
shattering intensity.

All of those demands, and 
more, were met Saturday in 
what was Chautauqua op-
era’s first (and only) perfor-
mance of Peter Grimes in its 
history. Aside from musical 
considerations, the produc-
tion had the benefit of strik-
ing scenic, lighting and vid-
eo designs. 

The locales in the Bor-
ough, as the eastern english 
coast setting is called in the 
George Crabbe poem upon 
which the opera is based, 
came to life through the 
most economical of means. 
Ron Kadri’s settings — a 
staircase, movable panels, 
a wall, benches — served 
many salient purposes as 
transformed by members 
of the cast. Projections of 
sea scenes and telling light-
ing effects (by Michael 
Baumgarten) added atmo-
spheric magic.

even Mother Nature 
chimed in at an appropriate 
point. As Grimes sang his 
great, ambiguous aria, “Now 

the Great Bear and Pleiades,” 
rain poured on the amphi-
theater and distant thunder 
could be heard. For a work so 
rooted in storms and aquatic 
imagery, it was a gift from 
operatic heaven.

To keep the performance 
at reasonable length, the pro-
duction was performed in 
two parts, rather than in the 
traditional three acts, with 
an intermission after Scene 
1 of Act 2. It made for a long 
sit early on, but starting the 
second part with the fourth 
interlude, the “Passacaglia,” 
also made dramatic sense.

What partly raised this 
Grimes to the heights was the 
production’s vibrant theatri-
cality. Jay Lesenger’s staging 
emphasized characterization 
and mood, with the chorus 
as central, vicious figure 
in the tragic events. Pitted 
against a community that 
embraces spite and cruelty 
over compassion, the crude 
and idealistic Grimes never 
stood a chance.

The chorus, comprising 
Chautauqua opera Young 
artists and colleagues, riv-
eted attention whenever it 
was onstage. Prepared by 
Carol rausch, the ensemble 
proved a model of balance, 
clarity and sheer, visceral 
power. Its utterances of “Pe-
ter Grimes!” toward the end 

were at once shocking and 
magnificent. 

The title role is among 
the formidable challenges in 
the operatic repertory. Indel-
ible accounts of the part have 
come from tenors as different 
as Peter Pears, Britten’s life 
partner, and Jon Vickers. In 
the Chautauqua production, 
Kevin ray put his own stamp 
on the role, playing Grimes 
as a tortured soul who aches 
to find some semblance of 
worldly contentment.

ray sounded tenta-
tive in the opening scene, 
but he soon let his focused 
voice bloom and wrap itself 
around Montagu Slater’s 
words and Britten’s lumi-
nous music. The role’s diffi-
cult range held no terrors for 
ray, who sailed eloquently 
through the most mesmer-
izing passages, such as the 

wide leaps in “What harbour 
shelters peace” and the an-
guished, repeated notes in 
“Now the Great Bear and 
Pleiades.” 

although his mad scene 
might have been even more 
crazed, ray became a hyp-
notic ghost as he carried the 
dead apprentice through the 
audience to the ship Grimes 
was about to sink. He will 
surely be in demand to sing 
the role in opera houses 
around the world.

Grimes is a character of 
mysterious psychological 
makeup, but so is ellen or-
ford, the widowed school-
mistress who tries to help the 
fisherman. Elizabeth Baldwin 
brought enormous sympathy 
to the role, suggesting some-
thing more than friendship. 
Her singing was a keen reflec-
tion of the woman’s conflicted 

emotions — fervent and pen-
etrating, occasionally strident, 
always gauged to the expres-
sive moment.

The rest of the cast was 
strong, from David Kravitz’s 
warm, understanding Bal-
strode and Philip Cokorinos’ 
sonorous Swallow to Cindy 
Sadler’s fidgety Mrs. Sedley 
and rachelle Pike’s lusty 
Auntie. Cree Carrico and 
Kristin Schweke made fetch-
ing work of the “nieces,” 
and Jon Jurgens (Bob Boles), 
Brett Sprague (Rev. Horace 
Adams), Ted Federle (Ned 
Keene), Jonathan Harris (Jim 
Hobson) and Beck Benson 
(in the mute role of John, the 
apprentice) turned in superb 
characterizations.

No performance of Peter 
Grimes can succeed without 
a conductor and orchestra 
wired to Britten’s distinctive 

electricity. Steven Osgood 
shaped Saturday’s perfor-
mance with exceptional at-
tention to color, nuance and 
momentum and drew vivid 
playing from the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra. The in-
terludes, often extracted for 
concert purposes, sounded 
especially majestic and af-
fecting in their original con-
texts. 

Now on to the other birth-
day boys. With Britten hand-
somely dispatched, Chau-
tauqua opera pays tribute to 
Wagner and Verdi in concert 
Saturday and presents a full 
production of Verdi’s mirth-
ful final opera, Falstaff, on 
July 26 and 29. 

Donald Rosenberg has been 
writing about music for The 
Plain Dealer in Cleveland since 
1992. He is the author of The 
Cleveland orchestra Story: 
Second to None and former 
president of the Music Critics 
Association of North America. 

R E V I E W

‘MAGNETIC FROM START TO FINISH’
The townspeople of the Borough enter the stage during the opening scene of Chautauqua Opera’s Peter Grimes, performed Saturday in the Amphitheater.

Brian Smith | Staff photographer

Vibrant theatricality raises Chautauqua Opera’s ‘Peter Grimes’ to great heights 
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7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Lena Breen 
(Vipassana Meditation). Donation. 
Bring gate pass. Main Gate 
Welcome Center Conference Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist.  Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 Monday Morning Coffee Hour. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) Alumni Hall Porch

9:00 CLSC Scientific Circle Meeting. 
(Programmed by CLSC Alumni 
Association.) “Reducing Medical 
Errors.” Dr. Dan Gottovi. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. The Rev. 
Matthew Watley. Amphitheater

9:15 Kabbalah. (Programmed by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin. Alumni Hall 
Library

10:00 Voice Class. (School of Music.) Dr. 
Tom Abelson, otolaryngologist. Fee. 
McKnight Hall

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Catherine Clinton, prof. 
of U.S. history, Queen’s University 
Belfast. Amphitheater

10:45 Story Time. (Stories planned for 
5 to 6-year-olds.) Smith Memorial 
Library

12:00 Brown Bag lecture. “April 14, 
1865.” Doug Wade. (Sponsored 
by Ecumenical Community of 
Chautauqua.) UCC Chapel

12:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Mini-Reviews 
and Book Discussions. The 
Cutting Season by Attica Locke. 
Reviewed by Clara Silverstein. 
Alumni Hall Porch 

12:15 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

12:15 Knitting. (Sponsored by the Dept. 
of Religion) “Women4Women–
Knitting4Peace.” Hall of Missions

1:00 Professional Women’s Network. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) “The Magic of 
Coaching.” Jane Becker. Women’s 
Clubhouse

1:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Alumni 
Association Docent Tours of 
Alumni Hall and Pioneer Hall. 

1:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Book Discussion. 
The Cutting Season by Attica Locke. 
Jeffrey Miller, CLSC coordinator, 
moderator. Alumni Hall Garden 
Room

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
The Rev. William Watley. Replaces 
previously announced Harold Holzer.
Hall of Philosophy

2:00 Piano Master Class. (School of 
Music.) Fee. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios

M
MONDAY
JULY 8

Tu
TUESDAY
JULY 9

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 (2:30-4:30) CLSC Banner Open 
House. CLSC Banner Committee 
hosts open house in the Banner 
Room at the Oliver Archives Center

3:10 (3:10-4) Art of Investing. Discussion 
group. Smith Mamorial Library

3:30 (3:30-5) Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center.) 
“France and the Jews: A Vexed 
Relationship.” Dr. David Bell. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30 Dance Lecture. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Dance Circle.) 
“Hollywood’s Dancing Ladies.” 
Nancilee Wydra, lecturer. Hall of 
Christ

4:00 CHAMBER MUSIC. Third Coast 
Percussion. (All seats are available 
on a first-come basis. Seats may 
not be saved.) Elizabeth S. Lenna 
Hall

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

6:00 APYA Event. Introduction 
to Ramadan: Iftaar Dinner. 
(Programmed by the Abrahamic 
Program for Young Adults.) Dinner is 
a vegetarian potluck; all welcome to 
come and bring a dish. Alumni Hall 
Porch 

6:30 Lake Walk. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club with the Chautauqua Water 
Conservancy.) “Soaking It In at Fletcher 

Music Hall.” Ryan Kiblin, manager of 
grounds, gardens and landscaping, 
Chautauqua Institution. Meet at the 
main entrance of Fletcher Music Hall.

7:00 Lecture. “Experiencing the 
Table of the Lord in Passover 
Mysteries.” The Rev. Kathie Kuhn. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Christian Fellowship. Co-sponsored 
by Dept. of Religion). Hall of 
Philosophy

7:00 Palestine Park Program.  
“A Journey Through Biblical Times.” 
Palestine Park

7:00 Introduction to the Labyrinth. 
(Sponsored by the Dept. of Religion.) 
Bring gate pass. Located adjacent to 
Turner Community Center

8:15 MUSIC SCHOOL 
FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA. Timothy 
Muffitt, conductor; Vlad Vizireanu, 
2013 David Effron Conducting 
Fellow; Rachel Gonzalez, Leela 
Subramaniam, Lilla Heinrich 
Szasz, Julian Arsenault, Brandon 
Cedel, (2012 SAI Competition 
Winners.) Amphitheater

• Suite from Sleeping Beauty Op. 66a 
Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

• Aleko’s Cavatina from Aleko
 Sergei Rachmaninoff
• “Silvio! A quest’ora” Nedda & Silvio 

Duet from Pagliacci
 Ruggero Leoncavallo
•“Bell Song” from Lakmé
 Leo Delibes
•“O ne rydai, mai Paolo” from 

Francesca da Rimini
 Sergei Rachmaninoff
•“Szilvia belépője” from 

Csárdáskirálynő
 Imre Kálmán
• Divertimento from “The Fairy’s Kiss” 
 Igor Stravinsky

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Lena Breen 
(Vipassana Meditation). Donation. 
Bring gate pass. Main Gate 
Welcome Center Conference Room

7:30 Bird Walk & Talk. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Tina Nelson. Rain or shine. 
Bring binoculars. Meet at Smith 
Wilkes Hall entrance

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored by 
Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. The Rev. 
Matthew Watley. Amphitheater

9:15 Project Talmud. (Programmed by 
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Alumni 
Hall Library

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. David Von Drehle, author, 
Rise to Greatness. Amphitheater

10:45 Story Time. (Stories planned for 
3 to 4-year-olds.) Smith Memorial 
Library

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center.) 
“Jews Real and Imagined: 
Reflections on Anti-Semitism and 
Anti-Judaism.” Dr. David Bell. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Writers’ Center.) “The 
Modern Hoax in Literature and 
Society.” Kevin Young, poet-in-
residence. Alumni Hall Porch 

12:15 Tallman Tracker Organ Recital. 
“Through the Eyes of a Child.” 
Jared Jacobsen, organist. Hall of 
Christ

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) “Ten Trees That 
Thrive in Western New York 
and Why.” Jim Chatfield, OSU 
Extension, Dept. of Horticulture. 
Smith Wilkes Hall 

12:15 (12:15-1:15)  Lecture. “Gay 
Apolgetics in Christianity.” Steve 
Austin, MCC chaplain. (Sponsored 
by Metropolitan Community 
Church.) Chautauqua Gay and 
Lesbian Community. Alumni Hall 
Garden Room 

12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Meditation Seminar. 
“Joyfully Freeing the Mind and 
Heart, Part 1.” Leader: Lena Breen 
(Vipassana Meditation). Donation. 
Hall of Missions

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. For men and 
women. Fee. Women’s Clubhouse

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:00 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Sports Club

1:30  (1:30-3) Faculty Artist Chamber 
Recital: Jacques Israelievitch, 
violin; Caroline Coade, viola; Arie 
Lipsky, cello; Kanae Matsumoto, 
piano. (Benefits the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club Scholarship Fund.) 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Donna Brazile, author, academic, 
political analyst. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

3:15 Social Hour Denominational 
Houses

3:15 Hebrew Congregation 
Conversation & Refreshments. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

4:00 SPECIAL LECTURE. Charles Fried, 
Beneficial Professor of Law, Harvard 
Law School. Hall of Philosophy

4:00 (4-5:30) Guest Artist Recital. 
Evelyne Brancart, piano. (Benefits 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall

4:00 Annual Meeting. Chautauqua 
Catholic Community. Catholic House

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:15 Garden Walk. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Joe McMaster. Meet under 
green awning at lake side of Smith 
Wilkes Hall.

4:30 Knitting4Workshop. (Sponsored by 
the Dept. of Religion.) Erin Archer. 
Hurlbut Church

6:00 Scavenger Hunt. (Programmed by the 
Abrahamic Program for Young Adults.) 
All young adults (ages 14-24) are 
welcome to participate. Bestor Plaza

7:00 Pre-Performance Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Dance Circle.) Dance Faculty. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

7:00 Visual Arts Lecture Series. 
Errol Willett, ceramist, Associate 
Professor and Art Dept. Chair at 
Syracuse University. Hultquist 
Center

7:00 Bible Study. (Sponsored by the 
Dept. of Religion.) “The Journeys 
of the Jesus.” The Rev. Dr. J. Paul 
Womack, leader. United Methodist 
House

8:15 NORTH CAROLINA DANCE 
THEATRE IN RESIDENCE. Jean-
Pierre Bonnefoux, director. 
CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Grant Cooper, guest 
conductor. Amphitheater 

10:30 Musical Theater Revue #1. 
Cabaret/Musical Theater Revue. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

The outcast fisherman Peter Grimes (Kevin Ray) stands among the Borough villagers in Chautauqua Opera’s performance of Peter Grimes Saturday evening in the 
Amphitheater. Donald Rosenberg’s review appears on Page 11 of this edition of the Daily.

Brian Smith | Staff PhotograPher

‘WHY’S THAT MAN HERE?’
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