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Chautauquans gather in the Amphitheater for a previous season’s Amp Ball. The performance venue becomes a dance floor again at 8 p.m. tonight, with music by the Ladies First Big Band. Daily file photo
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PATRIOTIC PLAZA

PBS’s Smiley
to re-examine
assumptions of
poverty in U.S.

DAY

Day, O’Connor
to discuss
ranch life in
conversational
book event

QUINN KELLEY
Staff Writer

Poverty
used to resemble a decadesold stereotype,
thrust into public conscious- SMILEY
ness alongside
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s
“War on Poverty,” Tavis Smiley
said. Today, one is more likely
to find the face of poverty staring back in a mirror.
Smiley, a philanthropist and
host of the “Tavis Smiley Show”
on PBS, will give a lecture titled
“Re-examining Assumptions
about Poverty in America” at 2
p.m. today in the Hall of Philosophy. He will attempt to demystify what modern-day poverty
looks like in the U.S., as well as
propose possible solutions.

ARSHIE CHEVALWALA
Staff Writer

See SMILEY, Page 4

Foley to wrap
up week with
message of hope
SARA TOTH
Assistant Editor

There
is
no silver bullet that can
fix the world’s
food problems,
Jonathan Foley FOLEY
said — but a
spray of silver buckshot could
do the trick.
“That’s the nature of the
problem,” Foley said. “It’s a big,
complex problem, and no one
person is going to have the solution.”
In that vein, the proposals
Foley outlined in his May National Geographic article called
“A Five-Step Plan to Feed the
World,” aren’t “solutions with a
capital ‘S,’ ” but starting points
for consideration, Foley said.
At 10:45 a.m. today in the Amphitheater, Foley, director of the
Institute on the Environment
at the University of Minnesota,
will wrap up Week Two, “Feeding a Hungry Planet,” which
was presented in partnership
with National Geographic.
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Chautauqua Community Band members perform at the annual Fourth of July performance on Bestor Plaza in 2013.

Community Band sets stage for Fourth of July celebration
WILL RUBIN
Staff Writer

T

he Chautauqua Community Band only plays two
shows a year: July Fourth
and the annual Old First
Night celebration. Founded in
1990 by Chautauqua Symphony
Orchestra veteran Jason Weintraub, the band may not pack the
sophisticated punch of the CSO,
but it’s the ensemble’s musical
whimsy that so many enjoy.
The band will play their annu-

al Independence Day concert at
12:15 p.m. today on Bestor Plaza,
featuring patriotic tunes and as
much Americana as Weintraub
can pack into an hour’s time.
“This is Chautauqua. It’s supposed to be the most American
place in the country,” he said.
“What’s more American than a
band concert on the Fourth of
July?”
One of the ways in which the
group succinctly embodies the
American spirit, according to
Weintraub, is that the band is

truly open to everyone.
Not only is the band open to
CSO members and students in
the Music Festival Symphony
Orchestra, but otherwise unaffiliated community members and
even musicians from outside the
grounds are welcome to join.
“It’s a very special thing,”
Weintraub said. “Making contacts
and making friends with people
off the grounds is difficult sometimes. If you make a mistake, it’s
no big deal; everyone plays up to
whatever ability they bring.”

See FOLEY, Page 4

See BAND, Page 4

SYMPHONY

Soaring to
new heights
Guest critic
Zachary Lewis
reviews CSO’s
Tuesday
performance
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TODAY’S WEATHER

O’CONNOR

HIGH 70° LOW 53°
Rain: 0%
Sunset: 8:58 p.m.

H. Alan Day and his sister,
Sandra, lived on the Lazy B
Ranch in the remote outback of
southeast Arizona. They both
worked alongside the ranch
hands running cattle and managing the range.
Growing up, their careers
took them down different paths.
Alan took the reigns of running
the family ranch, while Sandra,
better known today as Sandra
Day O’Connor, went on to become a Supreme Court justice
and served from 1981 to 2005.
They come
together
at
4 p.m. today
in the Hall of
Ph i losophy
to talk about
Day’s recent
book,
The
Horse Lover: A
Cowboy’s Quest to Save the Wild
Mustangs. The book is a memoir
about his life with horses and
cattle. Today, Day is regarded
by many as the country’s foremost expert in training and
managing wild mustangs. With
the support and contribution
of literary publicist and author
Lynn Wiese Sneyd, Day delivers a report of his four years
tending unadoptable wild
mustangs. His sister encouraged him to write his first book,
which she co-authored: Lazy B:
Growing Up on a Cattle Ranch in
the American Southwest.
“My entire universe was that
ranch I was born and raised
in,” Day said. “The boundaries
of the world were that ranch,
and I just always wanted to be
a rancher.”
Day said that his sister set
the tone for their first book together.
“I really enjoyed it, so it’s
similar to the tone of my new
book,” Day said. “It’s honest
and conversational.”
See DAY, Page 4
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Ladies First
Big Band

Women
behind the
memorials

A natural
‘raisin’

All-female jazz and
swing band lead
Amp Ball

Remembering
Daily editor Alfreda
Locke Irwin

Director, designer
explore naturalism
in set
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SATURDAY

HIGH 73° LOW

55°

Rain: 0%
Sunrise: 5:47 a.m. Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar on at the top of any page.

SUNDAY

HIGH 80° LOW 65°
Rain: 0%
Sunrise: 5:48 a.m. Sunset: 8:57 p.m.
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NEWS

FOURTH of JULY EVENTS
Children’s School parade
10 a.m. · Bestor Plaza

Miller Bell Tower Concert
10 p.m. · Miller Bell Tower

Community Band Concert
12:15 p.m. · Bestor Plaza

Mayville Fireworks
10 p.m. · visible from parts of
Chautauqua’s northern shore

National Bell Ringing
Ceremony
“Let Freedom Ring”
2 p.m. · Miller Bell Tower

Midway Park Fireworks
10:05 p.m. · visible from most
of Chautauqua’s shoreline

Amphitheater Ball with the Ladies First Big Band
8 p.m. · Amphitheater

Briefly
NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS
The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended to
provide space for announcements from Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a story, it
should not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information to Drew in
the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide name of organization,
time and place of meeting and one contact person’s name with
phone number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.
Non-perishable food drive
Chautauqua can dispose of sealed, non-perishable
foods, such as boxed and canned items, in the gold-papered cartons on the floor inside the north entrance of the
post office. Mayville Food Pantry makes the food available to needy families in Chautauqua Lake Central School
District. For more information, contact Lou Wineman at
716-357-5015.
Bird, Tree and Garden Club Nature Walk, Purple Martin Chat
Meet Jack Gulvin, naturalist, at 9 a.m. under the green
awning at the lake side of Smith Wilkes Hall for his morning nature walk. Later, meet Gulvin at 4:15 p.m. at the purple martin houses between the Sports Club and Miller Bell
Tower for a Purple Martin Chat.
Breakfast at Wimbledon
From 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, come
to the second floor of the College Club to view the Wimbledon semi-finals and finals on a wide-screen television.
Sponsored by tennis, there will be Danishes, bagels, juice
and coffee served for free and open to all.
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle alumni news
The CLSC Class of 1999 is pleased to welcome all members to our 15th year. We will have a meet and greet at
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 9, at Heirloom Restaurant in the
Athenaeum Hotel. Dinner will be at 6 p.m. Partners are
welcome. Call Jackie Katz at 843-540-1756 for further information.
CLSC Science Circle Presentation
Jim Chimento will give a talk (followed by Q&A) on
“Osteoporosis/Bone Physiology” from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.
today in the Hall of Christ.
Women Seeking Serenity
A Women Seeking Serenity 12th Step Meeting will be
held at 12:30 p.m. today in the Hurlbut Church parlor.
CPOA Walkabout
The Chautauqua Property Owners Association’s
(CPOA) weekly informational street light walkabout will
meet at 9:30 p.m. Sunday evening outside the Colonnade.
Chautauquans will learn about street lighting issues and
the options available to resolve them. Attendees will be
able to see for themselves the differences between the
CPOA demo light and some of the Chautauqua street
lights in the area surrounding Bestor Plaza.
Chautauqua Opera Guild
The Chautauqua Opera Guild will sponsor the Madam
Butterfly Operalogue, given by opera Artistic/General Director Jay Lesenger at 5 p.m. Saturday in Norton Hall. This
event is free.
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AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

Above, Marcelo Lehninger, candidate for the Chautauqua
Symphony Orchestra music director position, leads the CSO
through its Tuesday evening performance in the Amphitheater. The
concert featured a unique collaboration with National Geographic
photographer Jim Richardson, as a selection of his photos was
shown on screens above the orchestra during Mendelssohn’s
“Hebrides” Overture. At right, seen from above, members of the
CSO’s woodwinds section.

REVIEW

Soaring to
new heights
Technology and music go
hand-in-hand in collaboration
with National Geographic,
Lehninger and CSO
ZACHARY LEWIS
Guest Critic

Brazil may have been
the site of a critical loss for
the U.S. soccer team Tuesday. Here on the grounds of
Chautauqua, however, a Brazilian that same day enjoyed
a musical triumph.
Leading the Chautauqua
Symphony Orchestra for
the second time this season,
conductor Marcelo Lehninger strengthened his case
to be the group’s new music
director. If his performance
Saturday at the Amphitheater made a fine impression,
his work on Tuesday only
cemented that view in the
mind of another houseful.
It also rounded out the
picture of his artistry. Where
his program Saturday was
steeped in the late Romantic
period, featuring substantial works by Wagner and
Strauss, Tuesday’s array of
Classical and early Roman-

tic-period music demanded
and received a lighter, more
precise touch.
Most emblematic of these
qualities was Lehninger’s
performance of Mendelssohn’s “Hebrides” Overture.
The place itself, a group of
islands off the coast of Scotland, may be rugged and
difficult to reach, but the music as rendered Tuesday by
Lehninger, associate conductor of the Boston Symphony
Orchestra, was as smooth
and present as one of the area’s sea-polished stones.
High in contrast and
sweep, the reading by the
CSO vividly evoked the majestic, picturesque landscape
that so inspired Mendelssohn. Then again, it did not
operate alone.
A big-screen display of
gorgeous
Hebrides-area
photographs by National Geographic journalist Jim Richardson contributed vastly to
the experience, adding visual splendor to sonic beauty. Technology and classical
music don’t always mix well,
but in this case, they went
hand-in-hand.
No
one,
meanwhile,

would call Lehninger’s account of Schumann’s Symphony No. 4 light. Not in
terms of weight, anyway.
No, on that scale, the reading
stood out for its lush, almost
ponderous romance and emphatic, boldly defined finale.
But the terms light and
precise still apply to a performance that regularly soared,
and in which nuance was
a high priority. Shape, momentum, vigor: the effects
Lehninger had on the opening movement were profound. Similarly, his scherzo
was an episode both graceful
and strikingly direct.
As it happens, Lehninger
and Richardson weren’t the
only artists who came off
in a positive light Tuesday.
Eli Eban, the CSO’s principal clarinetist, also emerged
from the Amphitheater victorious, following a brilliant
performance of Mozart’s
one-and-only Clarinet Concerto.
Chalk it up, perhaps, to
his longtime membership
in the orchestra, but Eban’s
collaboration with Lehninger and the ensemble was
remarkably easygoing. The

conductor offered his partner the tidiest, most colorful
of support, and the soloist
responded with comparable
lyricism and animation.
Not only that, but Eban
himself was a delight to hear.
At no point did he play with
anything less than a sweet,
full tone, as rich in feeling
as it was dulcet. To the outer
movements he brought dramatic shading and variety
of expression, but it was the
Adagio, rendered with exquisite finesse, that probably
earned Eban the ovation he
received.
Lehninger’s audition is
now complete, and it was a
solid one. At this point, all
Chautauqua would need
to understand the conductor better or appreciate him
more fully is a sampling of
his work in the Baroque,
20th-century and contemporary arenas.
Those opportunities may
come later. For now, Lehninger will have to wait as the
audience votes and the CSO
auditions seven other candidates. Meanwhile, in his
effort at Chautauqua on Canada Day, the Brazilian artist
can only take pride.
Zachary Lewis is music
critic of The Plain Dealer in
Cleveland.
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Ladies First Big Band to bring the swing to Amphitheater Ball
Allison Levitsky
Staff Writer

Those who jumped, jived
and wailed at the 2012 Amphitheater Ball can look
forward to a repeat performance tonight. The Ladies
First Big Band returns at
8 p.m. to a semi-benchless
Amp for a concert that they
expect will make Chautauquans of all ages get up and
move.
“We love to watch the
people dancing,” said bassist Jennifer May, the band’s
founder and manager. “It
just makes us want to play
even better.”
It isn’t hard for Ladies
First to make the audience
shimmy and shake: most
of their music is made for
movement.
“We really try to have a

The Ladies First Big Band
lot of different styles,” May
said.
Ladies First plays not
only traditional and modern jazz, but swing, jive,
beguine and salsa along
with other Latin genres.
Like the band itself, their
typical audience includes a

wide range of ages, catering
to college swing dancing
groups and over-65s alike.
May didn’t mean to found
a big band. The six-woman
Ladies First Jazz Combo had
been playing together since
1994, but in March 2003,
when she recruited a group

of other women musicians
to play with the Combo at
a jazz concert for Women’s
History Month, there was
too much chemistry to keep
quiet.
Since then, the 16-piece
band has played together
almost every Sunday at the
Colored Musicians Club in
Buffalo. Women have come
and gone over the years, but
May said they have all become more confident musicians in the process.
“There’s a different flavor
to the way we work, the way
that we rehearse, the way
the music’s played,” she
said, referring to the band’s
all-women composition.
Many women in the
group were not encouraged
to explore or play solos in
high school and college jazz

bands, settings in which
male members often dominated.
“Almost every single person has said that it’s just
been wonderful to relax and
play,” May said.
Jennie Jones, the band’s
director, agreed.
“I think we get more
done, to tell you the truth,”
she said. “I think we work
a little harder because we
want to really improve ourselves. We concentrate on
the music. We’re there to really perfect something.”
Jones also plays the saxophone and sings with the
band.
“There’s a different thing
with guys. They tend to be
more competitive,” May
said, whereas in an allwomen band, “it’s just ‘play

and get better.’”
May has noticed an uptick of women in jazz —
even in the last five years.
“It’s changing a lot,” she
said. “There are many more
women in the high school
bands, in the college jazz
groups. There are so many
talented women being encouraged to really play better, and do better, and given
the solos.”
Since their the last Amphitheater Ball, the band
has added a new trombone
player, as well as several
new songs to their repertoire, May said.
More than anything,
“we’ve been rehearsing really hard, doing a lot of performances,” she said. “Just
getting better, just getting
better.”

Call him Jonathan: Eig to discuss
mighty themes and bad ideas
RYAN PAIT
Staff Writer

benjamin hoste | Daily file photo

Visitiing artist Sharon Louden instructs a School of Art figure
drawing class in 2013.

Louden to discuss
‘Merge,’ among
other art pieces
Karly Buntich
Staff Writer

Sharon
Louden
described artists as multifaceted individuals capable
of doing many different
things that make up their
identities.
Louden embodies this
description: she creates art,
teaches, curates, runs a lecture series, has edited a successful book of essays and
has another book on the
way.
She will discuss her
work and projects during
her lecture at 7 p.m. tonight
in the Hultquist Center.
Louden plans to discuss
some of the work she has
done over the past 23 years
she has spent as a professional artist.
She will discuss her
piece “Merge,” originally
displayed at the Weisman
Art Museum at the University of Minnesota. “Merge”
is an installation piece, constructed with more than
350,000 aluminum strips,
according to her website.
She will also discuss
various paintings, drawings and animations she
has done, she said.

Louden works across
mediums and said that she
does not lean on one versus
another, but over the years,
line has been a continuing
factor in her work.
“The use of line to me is
something that is very natural,” she said.
She finds the line very
powerful, it transforms into
characters that are anthropomorphic and have a sense
of being that is abstract, she
said. She has been working
with these anthropomorphic characters since graduate school.
Louden said it is important for the public to know
that she and other artists
like herself are “cultureproducers” and do many
different things that are extensions of their practices.
To Louden, an artist has an
ability to take risks, to observe and to be creative at
“any given moment.”
Louden will also be
teaching an experimental
drawing class at the School
of Art. Now a professor at
the New York Academy of
Art, her first teaching job
was at Chautauqua back in
1992.

“Call me Ishmael” might
be the most-recognized line
from Herman Melville’s
Moby Dick, but there’s another line from Melville’s whale
tale that writer Jonathan Eig
finds important: “To produce
a mighty book, you must
choose a mighty theme.”
Eig opens the description
of his Brown Bag lecture
with this quote. He said he’s
noticed that writers nowadays can forget the “mighty
theme” when they’re telling
their stories.
“It’s a really common
problem in the literary world
today,” Eig said. “You know,
we all want to write about
ourselves and our various
afflictions and feelings. And
very often the response is,
‘Who cares?’ If you’re writing an essay about your bout
with some illness that was
very real to you, you still
have to get over that hurdle
of ‘Why should I care?’”
Eig, the Writers’ Center
prose
writer-in-residence
for Week Two, will discuss
the crucial nature of ideas
and themes in writing with
his Brown Bag lecture, “The
Importance of Bad Ideas,” at
12:15 p.m. today on the Literary Arts Center porch.
“The idea is 90 percent of
a book’s success,” Eig said.
“Finding the right idea is
crucial, and that means going through a lot of bad
ideas, and knowing which
ones need to be dumped.
And it means thinking about
why those ideas are bad and

EIG
reflecting on them, and turning them around if possible
and looking at them from
different angles until you see
a good idea.”
Eig has had personal experience with bad ideas. He
has written four books and
is currently working on his
fifth. His most recent book,
Get Capone, focuses on the
plot that led to the capture
of infamous gangster Al
Capone, and his upcoming
book is called Birth of the Pill.
“That sounds like a lot
to me, and I feel very lucky
that I’ve been able to write
four books and that I’ve settled on an idea for the fifth,”
Eig said. “But when I think
about how many bad ideas
I went through to get those
five, it can be depressing
sometimes.”
He also emphasized that
reflecting on one’s work is
much simpler than actually
creating the work itself.
“It’s always easy to look
at the results of your work
and think, ‘Great, I came up
with four ideas,’ ” Eig said.
“But you have to remember
that behind that there are 40
or 400 lousy ones. But you

couldn’t get the four if you
didn’t do the 400 lousy ones.”
Eig hopes that his experience will help those who attend his lecture realize that
they have to wade through
the bad to get to the good.
“Failure’s not just an option; failure’s a part of the
process,” Eig said. “And
you’ve got to try not to be
discouraged by it, but learn
how you can turn it around
and learn from the bad ideas
as well as the good ideas.”
One idea that Eig hopes
that people will take from his
Brown Bag is that they should
keep searching for the mightiest theme they can find.
“I want to encourage people to think big,” Eig said.
“Even if you’re writing about
yourself, or your mother or
about your father’s business
that he ran out of the garage
— what are the big themes
that you can explore? Even in
a small, family story, themes
of love and loss are big. So
how do you take those stories
that might seem small and
find the ‘mighty theme’?”
Eig also hopes that his
Brown Bag will help attendees gain better insight into
the writing process and have
more confidence about their
own writing.

“I hope it will help them
to feel less discouraged,” Eig
said. “Because coming up
with ideas is not only the most
important part of the writing process — I think it’s the
hardest part. And to acknowledge that is important.”
This will be Eig’s fourth
time visiting Chautauqua.
He missed last year, but before that he visited three
times in a row, and he’s excited to visit again. Eig said
part of what makes Chautauqua so special is its indescribable nature.
“It’s kind of a hard place
to explain,” Eig said. “I still
have a hard time telling my
friends what it’s all about because it’s so unusual and so
special.”
Eig is also a fan of the casual and intimate nature of
the Brown Bag lecture format.
“You get all kinds of different themes, different ideas
— really as different as each
writer’s personality,” Eig
said. “And, of course, it’s in
an intimate setting, where
you can ask questions. I
love attending these, and I
like being on the podium,
too. But given the choice, I’d
probably just attend a bunch
of them and listen.”
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F R O M PA G E O N E
FOLEY

FROM PAGE 1

Foley, whose National
Geographic
piece
commenced an eight-month series for the magazine on the
future of food, will frame
three major food issues the
world is facing.
“Sometimes, we’re only
looking at one aspect of the
food problem, and one potential solution,” Foley said.
“That’s not how we’re going
to get this done. We have to
pull all the threads together
into a larger fabric of the
challenge. … These are interwoven challenges, and
we have to look at them as a
single piece. If we fail at any
one of these issue, we fail altogether.”
The first issue is that
there are about 1 billion
people on the planet who
are malnourished, a figure
Foley called “obscene.”
Second, that number is
likely to grow.
Finally, Foley said, the
food needs of today are
already
environmentally
damaging, and water, land
and the climate all stand to
be further negatively impacted in the future.
“If we don’t figure out
how to meet the needs of
a growing population and
a growing economy, if we
don’t curb that, we’re going
to put a major stress [on the
environment],” he said.
The hurdle to bringing
about lasting change, Foley
said, is a muddled public
discourse. That’s where he
hopes science comes in.
“Folks have very strongly held points of view about
particular problems and a

particular approach, as if
there is a silver bullet and
solution,” he said. “The
problem, as with any issue,
is this emotional, polarizing
mix-up of social, political
agendas. It’s hard to tease
out, but as a scientist, I’m
trying to navigate through
the numbers, see if they add
up. We can do this. But it’s
going to take a lot of silver
buckshot.”
Foley, a professor and
McKnight
Presidential
Chair of Global Environment and Sustainability,
will take on a new job in
August: executive director
of the California Academy
of Sciences in San Francisco.
Long an academic and
a scientist, Foley has researched and published on
numerous global issues, but
in the last several years, his
attention shifted to food’s
impact on the environment.
In
Foley’s
National
Geographic piece, he suggests ways to feed the projected 2050 world population of 9 billion. Those steps
are to freeze agriculture’s
footprint, grow more on existing farms, use resources
more efficiently, shift diets
and reduce waste.
“There are a lot of solutions to address these issues, and it requires a sense
of collaboration, an ability
to talk across divisions and
find common ground,” he
said.
“Farmers markets, industrial agriculture, no one
thing is going to be a perfect bullet. Looking past
our own belief systems, that
approach is helpful. That’s
an approach we need on
board.”
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BAND

FROM PAGE 1

For some CSO musicians,
playing in the Community
Band is a way to enjoy a more
relaxed, informal concert
outside their other obligations within Institution programming. A few even play
different instruments than
those they made a career on,
none departing further from
the norm than violinist Erica
Robinson.
Ten years ago, Robinson
was in the audience for the
band’s July 4 show when
Weintraub ran up to her and
said he had no bass drum
player, and then asked if
she’d be willing to try it.
She’s been hooked ever since.
“I had a blast that first
time,” Robinson said. “I’m
sure my technique is incorrect, but my rhythm is solid
and I read music, so that
makes me good enough.”
Another way in which the

SMILEY
FROM PAGE 1

Week Two’s lecture theme
is “With Economic Justice for
All.” For Smiley, that means
“a conversation about how
we can be more vigilant and
more diligent about an agenda to eradicate or alleviate
poverty in our nation.”
The burgeoning growth
of poverty in the U.S. poses a
threat to democracy, Smiley
said. It is a matter of national
security, and it is the country’s job to engage in a kind
of capitalism that works for
all, not just for the lucky and
wealthy.
“At some point, we have
got to get a handle on how
we’re going to live in a nation that works for all of our
citizens,” he said.
Smiley will reference his
recent book about poverty
— The Rich and the Rest of
Us: A Poverty Manifesto, coauthored by Cornel West —
but he will not structure his
lecture around the book.
Smiley has traveled the
country on several poverty
tours — he is one one right
now, titled “Ending Poverty:
America’s Silent Spaces” —
and he has had the chance to
see face-to-face what poverty
really looks like in the U.S.
He said it is a much different
image than the visual one
conjures when thinking of
the “War on Poverty” of 50
years ago. A different kind of
“poverty prototype” exists
today, Smiley said — it is not

DAY

FROM PAGE 1

When Day embarked on a
project to release a large herd
of wild mustangs that had
been rounded up by the Bureau of Land Management, it
was uncharted territory. The
author had recently acquired
35,000 acres of undulating
grassland prairie in southern South Dakota that he felt
was ideal for turning out the
horses to roam.
“I went to the government
and asked them to give me
these unadoptable horses
they had,” he said. “I said
I’d put them on the greenest
grass they’d ever seen and it
could be an old horse retirement home. They thought
this was a good idea and
shipped me 1,500 wild mus-

Community Band untucks
their coat tails and plays to
the crowd is by encouraging
direct participation throughout the show from the gathered masses. Audience members young and old will have
their chance to place themselves at the forefront of the
musical cacophony.
As has been custom for
as long as Weintraub can
remember, children will be
given small American flags
during the performance
and encouraged to march
through Bestor Plaza as the
band plays their set of traditional American marches.
Later on, he expects the
lawn to be filled with song
as the band leads renditions
of “God Bless America” and
“America the Beautiful.”
“Chautauquans are pretty
good at knowing when and
how to sing,” Weintraub
said. “It’s a great way to get
everyone involved in the
concert.”
just black or brown people,
the very young or very old,
or people in urban environments. Rather, because one
out of two Americans is living in poverty or near poverty, they resemble everyday
citizens instead of stereotypes.
“That statistic alone lets
you know it’s not just black
or brown people,” Smiley
said.
Smiley hopes to dispel
misconceptions of poor
people as lazy drug addicts
who don’t want to work or
who are trying to game the
system, and instead present an accurate portrayal of
people in poverty. He hopes
to, in part, further this mission with a free app to unite
the U.S. in the fight against
poverty.
Although poverty has
been given a lot of lip service recently — President
Barack Obama called income
inequality the great issue
of our time — Smiley said
not enough policy has been
geared toward the eradication of poverty, and it has
not been made a priority.
Like Sister Simone Campbell, however, Smiley said
he does not agree with Rep.
Paul Ryan’s solutions for
poverty, but is glad to see he
is engaging the conversation.
“I think it can be done,”
he said. “I pray that it will be
done. But it might not come
from policymakers; it might
come from people on the
ground.”
tangs. It was the first and
only
government-funded
horse sanctuary in the world
at the time.”
Day recounts how he
soon found himself with a
rambunctious collection of
mustang rejects. He explains
what it is like to learn ranching in the Sand Hills and
how to tame the wild horses,
which, under their normal
conditions, would prefer
to have little to do with humans.
His conversation at the
Hall of Philosophy will be
followed by a book signing.
He spent this week at the Institution, exploring and going to lectures and events.
“This is such a wonderful place with so much to offer,” Day said. “I’m just glad I
could be a part of it.”

In Chautauqua, love
sometimes blooms
between Saturdays
The Front Porch

M

COLUMN BY JOHN WARREN

y daughter is at that unenviable age where it
seems all her buddies have boyfriends and
she doesn’t. I tell her she’s in good company
— that her dad went through all four years
of high school without a girlfriend. This does not seem to
help.
“Dad,” she said to me recently, the eve of our Chautauqua adventure upon us, “do you think I’ll find a boyfriend
in Chautauqua?”
It could happen, I tell her. It happens all the time.
I did not tell her about Melanie.
Melanie came to us on a sleepy August afternoon as
my brother, Harry, and I lounged on the porch of the
Ministers Union. A dusty hatchback pulled up in front of
25 Roberts, and a girl with shoulder-length blonde hair,
wearing a backless gingham sun dress, emerged in slow
motion (I swear) from the passenger side. She was the best
thing we’d seen this side of the Farrah Fawcett poster on
the wall of our shared bedroom. My brother and I perked
up in our rocking chairs.
The pretty girls always stayed across the street, at the
place with air conditioning. But the stars aligned in the
summer of 1982, if only because Melanie and her mother
stayed at the Ministers Union.
There were no other young people then at the Ministers
Union, as “Young” and “Ministers Union” were never
a happy marriage. She was 18. My brother was 15, and I
was 13. So the best we should have hoped for was that she
would endure us. But she did more than that. She sought
out our company for lake trips; she joined us for card
games in the communal kitchen; she laughed at our dumb
junior-high-school-boy jokes.
Melanie was better than the rest of us, but was great
at pretending she didn’t know it. I was smitten. We were
smitten. And that was the problem. My brother and I, who
got along famously before and since, had a brief Cain and
Abel/Ewing brothers dynamic because of Melanie, and —
in particular — on account of a matinee one afternoon.
The matinee at Chautauqua Cinema was “Still of the
Night,” with Roy Scheider and Meryl Streep. It was — and
this is important — a thriller. That’s important because
my brother and I were aware of the arm-clutching phenomenon that takes place when girls watch scary movies.
No, we had never experienced it, but we had heard of it.
As we approached our seats from the aisle, Melanie
was in the lead. The stakes became immediately clear. He
who would file in behind her would be in elbow-touching
proximity for the duration of the movie. The other one
would get to sit next to his brother.
We quick-stepped and elbowed our way down the
aisle. As Harry attempted to move to the inside position, I
executed a last-minute pick-and-roll that would make Bill
Russell proud. I prevailed. My dejected brother retreated
to the balcony.
Turns out that arm-clutching thing is true. Melanie
clung to my arm for most of the movie, qualifying it as the
best 93 minutes of my life to that point.
At the close of a fast week, we parted ways. Melanie
kissed me goodbye, on the cheek, and I did not wash
my face for days, and after that, only half-heartedly. We
exchanged letters (people did that). But I never saw her
again.
So, yes, love does bloom in Chautauqua. Even if it
is sometimes one-sided. And although it often runs its
course in the space between a set of Saturdays.
Do you have a story about a Chautauqua romance? Or about
the Chautauqua Cinema? Share it with me, and I may share it in
a future column. E-mail me at johndavidwarren@aol.com.
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Food shortage solution must come after
understanding a new narrative

here’s a powerful narrative being told about the
world’s food system — in classrooms, boardrooms,
foundations and the halls of government around the
world. It’s everywhere. And it makes complete sense
when you listen to it. The problem is, it’s mostly based on
flawed assumptions.
You’ve probably heard it many times. While the exact phrasing varies, it usually goes something like this: The world’s
population will grow to 9 billion by mid-century, putting substantial demands on the planet’s food supply. To meet these
growing demands, we will need to grow almost twice as much
food by 2050 as we do today. And that means we’ll need to use
genetically modified crops and other advanced technologies to
produce this additional food. It’s a race to feed the world, and
we had better get started.
To be fair, there are grains of truth in each of these statements, but they are far from complete. And they give a distorted vision of the global food system, potentially leading to poor
policy and investment choices.
To make better decisions, we need to examine where the
narrative goes off the rails.

Changing Diets, Not Population
Growth, is the Dominant Driver
of Food Demand
While we often hear that
population growth, and the
need to feed 9 billion people
by 2050, is the driving issue
for agriculture in the coming decades, the math doesn’t
add up.
There are more than 7 billion people on Earth today,
and if current demographic
trends continue unabated,
we’re expected to reach 9 billion by mid-century. Two billion more people in the next
40 years — that’s roughly a 28
percent increase. If those additional 2 billion people were
to eat the average diet (which
is actually unlikely, since most
of these people will be added
to the poorest regions of the
world, where diets are very
minimal) that would mean we
need roughly 28 percent more
food. It’s just simple math.
It’s crucial to note that
we’re talking about the
world’s choices, not a predetermined path. What we
choose to do about population growth, and especially
what we do about diets, will
determine how much food
the world ultimately needs.
So where does the “twice
as much” idea come from?
Mostly from assumptions
about changing diets, not
population growth alone.
In fact, ecologist David Tilman and his colleagues have
shown that changes in diet
will likely be the dominant
driver of future food demand. The reason is simple:
While population is projected
to grow by 2 billion between
now and 2050, there are about
3 to 4 billion people on Earth
already who are getting
richer — mainly in China,
India and some other countries — and, if recent history
is a guide, these richer people
are expected to eat richer diets. That means 3 to 4 billion

more people eating more
meat, more dairy products
and other rich foods, putting
tremendous pressure on the
global food system.
Food Demand:
We Have a Choice
According to Tilman and
his colleagues, increasing
wealth and projected increases in meat consumption could
drive up global food demand
much more than population
growth alone. The researchers suggest that roughly
one-third of future food demand increases may come
from population growth,
and roughly two-thirds may
come from increasing wealth
and richer diets. Of course,
increasing reliance on cropbased biofuels would only
add to the pressure.
But it’s crucial to note that
we’re talking about the world’s
choices, not a predetermined
path. What we choose to do
about population growth,
and especially what we do
about diets, will determine
how much food the world ultimately needs. While there
are powerful demographic
and economic forces at work
here — with a great deal of
momentum behind them —
the path is still ours to choose.
Concerted efforts to reduce
population growth, but more
importantly to steer diets onto
a more sustainable path, could
dramatically reduce these
projected demands. The script
hasn’t been completely written yet.
People
often
confuse
growing more crops with
making more food available
to the world. They’re not the
same thing.
We could do much to ease
the pressure on the global
food system by looking first
at transforming diets where
they are already very rich,
like North America and Europe. Shifting to less meat-intensive diets in these regions
could have dramatic impacts
on the food system. But just
as important is to focus on
the changing diets of newly
affluent people — for example, new middle-class people

From Today’s Lecturer
Guest Column by jonathan foley

in the cities of China, India,
Indonesia and elsewhere.
Will they continue to eat a
mostly plant-based diet, with
little waste, or will they move
toward a meat-rich Western
diet? In fact, what these people choose to eat in the coming decades will determine
much of the future of the
world’s food system.
Growing More Crops is Not
the Only Way to Get More Food
on the Table
But no matter how much we
can curb the growth in future
food demand, we will need to
grow more crops, right?
Yes, we probably will need
to grow more crops, but not
as much as this narrative suggests. That’s because people
often confuse growing more
crops with making more food
available to the world.
They’re not the same thing.
What we really need to do
is deliver more food and good
nutrition to the world. And
there is another way to deliver more food to the world
besides simply growing more
crops: better use of the crops
we already grow, making
sure they create as much nutritious food as possible.
Sadly, we rarely hear about
this option, and are instead
told over and over again
about ways to grow more
crops. It reminds me of when
some politicians have talked
about energy policy in the
past, and yelled “Drill, Baby,
Drill!” I think we’re obsessed
with a “Grow, Baby, Grow!”
mentality in agriculture, too.
In this mindset, it’s all about
supplying more — more energy, more crops, more whatever. What’s missing is how
we can better use the resources we have today, through reducing waste and better managing our demands. Buying a
bigger furnace for your house
because it’s cold and drafty
in the winter, without even
checking if the windows are
well sealed or if the attic and
the walls are insulated, is
shortsighted and misguided.
The same is true in agriculture.
If we need more food on
the table — and we very
likely will — a sensible strategy would take a balanced
approach, looking at supply
side and demand side solutions. Why would we leave
half of our potential solutions
off the table?
Food waste alone takes

roughly 30 to 40 percent of
the world’s calories, but it
rarely receives the attention
is deserves. While we can’t
fully eliminate food waste,
surely we can cut it substantially in the coming decades.
Meanwhile, the use of crops
for animal feed, instead of for
direct human consumption,
can be extremely inefficient in
feeding people. Furthermore,
some key crops are increasingly being used for biofuels,
at the expense of producing
food. Altogether, this leaves
tremendous opportunities to
feed more people with the
same level of crop production
by shifting more of our animal agriculture to pastures
and grass-fed operations, and
moving biofuel production
away from food crops. Basically, how we use crops matters as much as how many
crops we grow.
My colleague Emily Cassidy recently made this point
very clearly. She noted that
the typical Midwestern farm
could theoretically provide
enough calories to feed about
15 people daily from each
hectare of farmland. But
there’s a catch: People would
need to eat the corn and soybeans these farms grow directly, as part of a plant-based
diet, with little food waste.
What Cassidy found was that
the actual Midwestern farm
today provides only enough
calories to feed roughly five
people per day per hectare
of farmland, mainly because
the vast majority of the corn
and soybeans are being used
to make ethanol or to feed
animals. Amazingly, feeding
five people per day per hectare is comparable to the production of an average farm in
Bangladesh today.
In other words, we grow a
lot of crops, but it’s not translating to as much food. So
we can deliver more food by
rethinking how we use our
crops — whether for plantbased diets, feeding animals
to make meat and dairy products, or making biofuels —
and by not wasting them.
GMOs and Other Advanced
Technologies aren’t Really Giving the World More Food
The final piece of the widespread food narrative is that
we will need genetically
modified organisms and other advanced technologies to
feed a growing world.
I’m not so sure.

Before I begin, I am going
to state, for the record, that
I hold a neutral position on
GMOs. From my read of the
current scientific literature, I
do not believe that GMOs pose
an obvious health threat, although more research should
be done on this. Nor do they
seem to pose any direct environmental threat. Most of
the concerns I hear about genetically modified crops are
mainly related to how they
are used by large corporations
in giant monocultures, which
are experiencing herbicide-resistant weeds, declining pollinators and so on. But these
seem to be mainly problems
with vast monocultures, not
GMOs per se. GMOs may, in
fact, be able to reduce pesticide use and help farmers reduce soil tillage, leaving more
organic matter and nutrients
in the soil. Maybe GMOs can
actually do some good, if used
wisely. So I try to keep an
open mind about them.
While future genetically
modified crops could add
other beneficial plant traits,
which might help boost productivity in crucial crops, I
think the best answers lie
elsewhere.
I am unsure whether GMOs
are actually delivering substantially more food to the
world. In fact, as far as I can tell,
they aren’t. Why? Just consider
how GMOs are used: Roughly
10 to 15 percent of the world’s
cropland is growing GMOs
today, mainly for five crops —
feed corn, soybeans, cotton,
canola and sugar beets. The
vast majority of those crops are
not feeding people directly, but
rather are being used as animal
feed, biofuel feedstock or fiber.
Of this list, only canola and
sugar beets are mainly “food”
crops. Furthermore, the GMO
traits currently being used
today mainly give plants the
ability to fight off insects (the
so-called “Bt” trait) or to withstand herbicides (the so-called
“Roundup Ready” trait). While
reducing losses to insects and
weeds is important in maintaining high crop yields, most
farmers, especially in the U.S.,
simply switched one method
of insect- and weed-control
(e.g., more frequent tillage,
a broader mix of herbicides
and pesticides) with another.
These GMOs haven’t made
fundamental changes in plant
growth or photosynthesis —
that has not yet been done
with GMOs in practice — they
mainly traded one set of pestand weed-control systems
with another. These “turnkey”
solutions for pests and weeds
have made big farms more efficient, more profitable, and
maybe offered some environmental benefits because of
reduced tillage and chemical
use. But large, sustained yield
improvements have not been
a major outcome, except for
possibly cotton in India, where

pest losses were quite severe
and ongoing.
While future genetically
modified crops could add
other beneficial plant traits,
which might help boost productivity in crucial crops, I
think the best answers lie
elsewhere.
Work in our lab, led by Nathan Mueller, has shown how
focusing on improved soil nutrition and water availability
is key to boosting crop yields
around the world. Mueller’s
research shows that, in developing countries, many places
exhibit substantial “yield
gaps” — the difference between the crop yields we see
today and the crop yields that
are possible with improved
farming practices. These
gaps can be largely closed by
improving agronomic practices, such as adding organic
matter, small doses of fertilizer (chemical or organic), and
extra water (especially with
efficient systems like drip irrigation). At this point, it’s
hard for me to imagine how
GMOs would dramatically
help farmers in poor countries
right now, where yield gaps
are large, especially when
yields are currently limited by
the availability of soil nutrients and water.
The prevailing narrative
about the global food supply needs to be replaced by a
more accurate narrative that
can better guide future investments and decisions.
Of course, GMOs and
other advanced technology
might be able to help in the
quest for a food-secure world,
especially if they are not primarily used in large monocultures of non-food crops,
but they are no silver bullet.
Hopefully they can help. But
in the near-term, I’m placing
my bets on lower-technology approaches, targeted at
small landholders, especially
for improved soil and water
management.
Shifting to a New Narrative
While the prevailing narrative about the global food
supply is persuasive and
sounds very logical, it is actually based on several wrong
assumptions. It needs to be
replaced by a more accurate narrative that can better
guide future investments and
decisions.
The new narrative might
sound something like this:
The world faces tremendous
challenges to feeding a growing, richer world population
— especially to doing so sustainably, without degrading
our planet’s resources and
the environment. To address
these challenges, we will
need to deliver more food to
the world through a balanced
mix of growing more food
(while reducing the environmental impact of agricultural
practices) and using the food
we already have more effectively. Key strategies include
reducing food waste, rethinking our diets and biofuel
choices, curbing population
growth, and growing more
food at the base of the agricultural pyramid with low-tech
agronomic innovations. Only
through a balanced approach
of supply-side and demandside solutions can we address
this difficult challenge.
These are big challenges,
and there are no simple solutions. As a first step, though,
we at least need to be sure
that we get the story about
the food system straight. After all, if we’re not even starting at the right place, we certainly will not end up at the
right destination.
Jonathan Foley is director of
the University of Minnesota’s
Institute on the Environment. In
August, he will become executive
director of the California Academy of Sciences.
Editor’s Note: This essay
originally appeared Nov. 12,
2013, in Ensia.
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Group fights algal blooms, bacteria in Chautauqua Lake
Zachary A. Lloyd
Staff Writer

The Chautauqua Lake Association is a nonprofit that
works 13 weeks a year to
maintain the health and productivity of the lake. Monday
night, members convened
for the organization’s annual
meeting.
Founded in 1953, the CLA
includes members of the
Chautauqua County legislative office, soil and water conservation district, Chautauqua watershed conservancy,
health department and regional fisheries, among others. Around 200 people gathered at the Lakewood Rod
and Gun Club as former CLA
president P. Christian Yates
offered the invocation.
CLA President Doug
Conroe, also director of operations at Chautauqua Imstitution, and Association

Treasurer Deborah Moore
followed the invocation with
a summary of the CLA’s actions and expenditures from
the 2013 season.
“Last year, our crews
removed over 15 million
pounds of vegetation from
Chautauqua Lake,” Conroe
said. “This year, we already
have over a million pounds
of nuisance material removed
in these first three weeks,
with 35 truckloads coming
from Burtis Bay alone.”
The amount of impact the
CLA has on the local watershed is critical to the continuing productivity of the lake,
and because the association
is a nonprofit organization,
it requires huge amounts of
funding to sustain its operations. According to the association’s 2013 report, total
assets for the fiscal year 2013
were valued at $1,167,583.
This year, they’re aiming

for more.
“For 2014, our mission is
very simple: work as hard as
our resources allow us,” Conroe said. “We will spend every penny we get. Hopefully,
this year’s funds will let us
work the full 13 weeks.”
The association has received a $100,000 grant from
the state of New York, as well
as $60,000 from Chautauqua
County.
Contributions from individual donors and local foundations made up a large part
of the CLA’s funding base as
well. Following the 2013 financial report and coverage
of 2014’s work plan, Gregory
Boyer took the stage to deliver a presentation on algal
blooms and their effects on
Chautauqua Lake.
Boyer currently directs
the Great Lakes Research
Consortium in addition to
chairing the SUNY College

of Environmental Science
and Forestry’s Department of
Chemistry.
Boyer’s background surrounding the algae plaguing
Chautauqua Lake is extensive, and his work surrounding toxic blooms dates all the
way back to the 1970s. His
presentation, “15 questions
in 30 minutes about everything you ever wanted to
know about blue-green algae
but were too afraid to ask,”
focused specifically around
the toxin-secreting cyanobacteria that will be cropping
up in the lake in the coming
weeks.
Boyer’s questions included
those such as what is bluegreen algae, why is it dangerous, where is it found and
what can be done about it?
That last question is the
most important.
Referencing
Onondaga
Lake northwest of Syracuse,

Boyer recounted how proper
sewage treatment remediated the lake that was on the
brink of algal apocalypse.
“Onondaga invested $340
million in sewer treatment,
and ammonia capture —
things like that,” Boyer said.
“As far as Chautauqua goes,
you want to get the community onto a sewage system
plan. That’s a huge first step.”
The term “eutrophication”
refers to an ecosystem’s reaction to the addition of artificial substances like nitrogen
and phosphorous into a water body.
A mesotrophic lake is one
with normal levels of nutrients and generally clear,
healthy water.
According to Conroe, the
North Basin of Chautauqua
Lake has degraded from a
mesotrophic designation to
eutrophic in the past 35 years
due to human activity. South

Basin is designated as hypertrophic, the highest level of
concern, and is critically affected.
Boyer said that Chautauqua Lake is not alone in
this fight, as nearly half of
all lakes in New York have
been found to harbor populations of blue-green algae, and
around 10 percent of those
lakes tested were at levels of
concern.
Not all doom-and-gloom,
Boyer listed some methods
of remediation the Chautauqua community can employ
to stop the growth of cyanobacteria, and reduce its hold
on the lake. He said by controlling stormwater and agricultural runoff, updating the
sewer systems around the
lake and lessening fertilizer
usage, the residents of Chautauqua watershed can make
an effort toward restoring the
health of the reservoir.

CPOA to consider fiber-optic cable network for Institution grounds
Cortney Linnecke
Staff Writer

When the Institution’s
gates opened last week and
Chautauquans began pouring onto the grounds, many
were busy filling their schedules with lectures, shows
and performances. What
most didn’t pencil into their
calendars was a two-hour
chunk of time spent on the
phone, arguing with Time
Warner Cable as they tried
to revive their Internet capabilities.
Unfortunately, that’s the
exact position many Chautauqua property owners
found themselves in, according to Bill Neches, vice
president of the Chautauqua
Property Owners Association. For years, Chautauqua
property owners have had a

deal with Time Warner Cable, one that allowed seasonal residents year-round access to Internet and cable at
a low cost because they were
rarely used in the off-season.
This year, however, Time
Warner Cable is preparing to
merge with Comcast, a move
which will make such a deal
obsolete and has spurred the
CPOA to look into other options.
“That basically eliminates
the Chautauqua program,”
Neches said of Time Warner
Cable’s transition. “And even
though Time Warner is still
currently allowing us to turn
[cable and Internet] on and
off as we want, the problem
is that now nobody at Time
Warner knows anything
about this program. So everybody’s been spending two
or three hours on the phone

These companies
package their products
for people who live in
their houses 12 months
out of the year, but
Chautauqua’s a threemonth community.”
— bill neches

with the cable company, and
everyone’s confused.”
One solution to the shortage of personal Internet access on the grounds is to
channel Internet from free
wi-fi zones, such as those
found at the Colonnade and
library. But Neches said that
this is not an ideal, or perhaps even feasible, solution.
“The problem is that if

you’re at home on your front
porch, you’re not going to
get their wi-fi,” he said. “Its
signal is blocked by the trees
and houses.”
This poses a problem to
Chautauqua, since it is a
community of tightly knit
buildings and trees. As a result, Neches said the CPOA
has been searching for alternative ways to secure Internet and cable for Chautauqua
property owners that won’t
be impeded by the Institution’s infrastructure. The
most attractive option at the
moment is a fiber-optic network, according to Neches.
“We’d like to know if
there’s enough interest from
property owners to have a
fiber-optic network that’s reasonably low cost, safe, reliable,
high speed and owned by the
community,” Neches said.
This last selling point —
that the Chautauqua community would be able to

own its own fiber-optic network — is significant, Neches said. By owning the network, Chautauquans would
no longer be at the mercy of
cable, Internet and telephone
companies, who are able to
control prices and access.
“These companies package their products for people
who live in their houses 12
months out of the year, but
Chautauqua’s a three-month
community,” Neches said.
Tom Cherry, supervisor of
the Chautauqua Utility District (CUD), said CUD has
been in contact with both
DFT Communications and
Hugh Butler, president of the
CPOA, regarding changes in
how Internet and cable are
provided on the grounds.
“There needs to be an entity to provide this contract,
and it looks like the CUD
might be that entity,” Cherry
said of a fiber-optic network.
“Property owners are pursu-

ing it, and we’re involved.
But we’re not pursuing it or
resisting it.”
While Neches said the
details are not yet defined
regarding how a fiber-optic
network would be established and run in Chautauqua, there are plenty of
municipalities and cities
across the country that have
successfully installed such
networks. Before the CPOA
dives into details, however,
Neches said they want to
first assess the community to
determine people’s interest.
This is being done via a
survey for all Chautauqua
property owners. The survey
can be accessed in paper form
at the library, Colonnade, and
Neches’ front porch at 21
Ramble. It has also been posted online at and on the Chautauqua Grapevine, the online
community message board.
“If, on the basis of that survey, we can demonstrate that
there are a lot of people interested, we can then approach
a company and explore how
to develop a fiber-optic network,” Neches said.
He hopes that property
owners will take the time to
fill out the brief survey, as he
said community feedback is an
imperative step in the process
to update cable and Internet
services.
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We’re not eating what we have.
We’re traveling the world over to get
what we want, and in the process,

we’ve been eating other people’s dinner.”
—BARTON SEAVER
National Geographic fellow

Amanda Mainguy | Staff Photographer

Barton Seaver lectures on the seafood industry and its economic and ecological impact on the planet during his presentation Thursday in the Amphitheater.

Seaver casts sustainability net wide, calls for sea change in fish consumption
Allison Levitsky
Staff Writer

Two billion people on this
planet rely on the ocean for
the majority of their protein
consumption.
One in 10 people in the
world is directly supported
or employed by fisheries.
Seafood is the second most
traded commodity in the
world, and the demand for
it is expected to triple by the
year 2025.
The sea sustains human
life, but the future of marine
ecosystems depends on the
actions of human beings, according to chef and National
Geographic fellow Barton
Seaver.
“The guiding hand of natural selection in our world is
quite firmly holding a fork.
And the way we eat largely
describes how this world
is used,” Seaver said to the
Amphitheater
audience
Thursday, paraphrasing the
poet Wendell Berry.
Seaver wrote the cookbooks For Cod and Country
and Where There’s Smoke.
He directs the Healthy and
Sustainable Food Program
at Harvard’s Center for
Health and the Global Environment, and he is the New
England Aquarium’s first

Sustainability Fellow in Residence. His lecture was the
fourth in this week’s lecture
theme, “Feeding a Hungry
Planet,” presented in partnership with National Geographic.
Seaver is interested in
rethinking
sustainability
when it comes to seafood,
and he sees a number of
problems in the way seafood
is currently sourced. For example, the U.S. is the world’s
third largest consumer of
aquaculture products, but it
imports 96 percent of what
it eats. The U.S. Department
of Agriculture recommends
that people eat two servings
of seafood per week, but
the nation only produces
enough seafood for 60 percent of its population to follow these guidelines. And
yet there is plenty of seafood available here, Seaver
pointed out, noting that
more of the United States is
underwater than above it.
“We’re not eating what
we have,” he said. “We’re
traveling the world over to

get what we want, and in
the process, we’ve been eating other people’s dinner.”
The issue, he said, is the
demand for seafood high on
the food chain. Most people
don’t want to eat unfamiliar
species, especially bottom
feeders. Seaver turned this
attitude upside down at his
Washington, D.C., restaurant Hook, where he served
78 species of seafood over
the course of a year, many
of which were unfamiliar to
customers.
He told his fish supplier that he would buy
everything that he caught,
eliminating
any
waste.
On one occasion when the
fisherman did not catch
anything, Seaver filleted
8,500 pounds of flying fish
intended to be used as bait.
He sold it for $24 a plate and
it sold out by 7 p.m.
Meanwhile, nearly 40
million metric tons of bycatch — the term for species
of seafood that are accidentally caught and discarded
because they have less mar-

ket value — are thrown
out every year around the
world.
“That’s a lot of mouths we
could be feeding. That’s a lot
of profit we could be reaping,” Seaver said.
That bycatch is no less
edible, and in Seaver’s view,
no less delicious, than the
shrimp, tuna and salmon
that dominate U.S. seafood
consumption.
On average, Americans
eat 15 pounds of seafood
per year, including more
than 4 pounds of shrimp, 2
1/2 pounds of canned tuna
and nearly 2 pounds of
salmon.
Seaver would like to see
more bottom feeders on that
list, noting that oysters are
more than just sustainable
to farm: they are restorative
to the marine ecosystem.
Oysters, he said, filter
nutrients from the water,
and create habitats for fish.
Farming oysters yields a
net-positive result, not just a
neutral one.
That proactive approach,

Seaver said, is the future of
environmentalism. Rather
than telling a story of guilt
in humanity’s failure to conserve the environment, the
narrative should be one of
optimism, creation and results.
“If, by our actions, we can
make sick,” he said, “then
through those very same
actions — through the communion of dinner — we can
heal and we can restore. If

we are the problem, that’s
the best news I’ve heard all
day. Because that makes us
the solution.”

The Q-and-A is posted with
this story at chqdaily.com.
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A writer, editor and gentle soul remembered
the women behind the memorials

Alfreda Locke Irwin

Reporter’s note: The Chautauqua Women’s Club’s 125th celebration this season offers the opportunity to illuminate and celebrate
the remarkable women who have made Chautauqua what it is.
These women brought intelligence, energy and leadership to every
project they touched. Testimony to their achievements remains in
the buildings that bear their names, the organizations they created
and the words they wrote. This series will attempt to recall their individuality, their interests and finally a suggestion of who they were
as people — a sense of the women behind the memorials, of women
who cast a long shadow. We continue with Alfreda Locke Irwin.
Lori Humphreys
Staff Writer

What Alfreda Locke Irwin thought when she read
the Aug. 26, 1961 issue of The
Chautauquan Daily “Chautauquaquade” column that
described her as Daily Editor Virgil Freed’s “right hand
man” is not recorded.
Perhaps she smiled her
signature smile and got on
with the task at hand. The
comment did, in its dated
manner, acknowledge her
professional skills developed as Franklin News Herald
reporter, author of multiple
periodical articles, producer
and voice of WFRA “Auntie Mae’s Story Hour” and
author of a published play,
Stone Against the Heart.
What is recorded in the
Daily digital archives is that
Irwin didn’t remain the “right
hand man” for long. In 1966,
she became the Daily editor, and for the next 15 years
turned her seemingly infinite
energy to redefining the paper, mentoring staff, conducting interviews and writing
editorials and play reviews.
In 1970, Irwin published
Three Taps of the Gavel: Pledge
to the Future, the popular
Chautauqua history that
has been republished twice.
Her impact on Chautauqua
was not unnoticed — when
she retired in 1981, Irwin
received the Chautauqua Salute, honoring her work as
Daily editor. The rarely given

honor, also referred to as the
Blooming of the Lilies, may
only be given at the invitation of the president of the
Institution.
At that time, she told freelance writer Lisa Ann Barone
that “the development of the
Daily’s apprentice and internship program was perhaps
the most important aspect of
her Chautauqua work.”
Irwin also celebrated her
role as wife and mother of six.
In the Barone article, which
appeared in the Ohio Wesleyan Magazine, Irwin said, “I really think that the best training I have had for handling a
newsroom, or anything else
for that matter, is the experience of raising six children.”
The memories of two of
her daughters, Becky Robbins
of Lakewood, and Maggie Irwin of Jamestown, confirm
the importance that Irwin
gave to her role as mother.
“My mother taught me to
write,” said Robbins, who is
now communications co-coordinator for the Jamestown
Board of Public Utilities.
“While she was preparing
dinner, she would tutor my
broadcasting skills. She also
believed in a 15-minute nap.”
Maggie Irwin, who is currently president of the Jamestown Branch of the American
Association of University
Women, said that her mother
was her best friend, and recalled travelling with her to
see baseball games.
Irwin was the antithesis

Chautauqua Archive photo

Alfreda Irwin, sitting middle, poses with The Chautauquan Daily staff in 1976.

of the hard-as-nails editor.
Former staff members attest
that she led by kindness.
TIME editor and Chautauquan Nancy Gibbs wrote on
the occasion of Irwin’s death
in 2000 that “she had a sweet
way of being firm, if something did not meet her standards. By being willing to do
the extra work, she gave us a
chance to learn.”
Current Daily morning
worship columnist Mary Lee
Talbot worked with Irwin
for seven years, the last two
in 1978-79 as assistant editor.
Talbot said that Irwin looked
for the best in people and
was gentle in her criticisms.
“She was a good interviewer because she did her
homework and genuinely
liked people,” Talbot said.
Irwin took a risk on student staff. In a 2001 Daily
article, John Rogers, Jr., then
senior vice president of postproduction at Miramax, said
that in 1979 Irwin took him
in as a 14-year-old aspiring
photographer.
Chautauquan Jeffrey Simpson, author of Chautauqua: An
American Utopia, spoke of her

with respect and affection.
“She was a good friend
of mine, a wonderful person
and, in my observation, a
wonderful mentor,” he said.
“Her book — Three Taps —
was an invaluable research
tool for me.”
Retiring from the Daily
did not mean complete retirement. As Chautauqua’s
historian, Irwin began the
task of preserving and enlarging the Institution’s
historical collection, which
evolved into the Chautauqua
Institution Archives. In an
Aug. 5-6, 2000, Daily article,
Curator of Archives and Collection Manager June Miller-Spann wrote that Irwin
“elevated the significance of
Chautauqua’s history to a
level that continues to create
both pride and endearment
to this place we all love.”
Irwin’s other post-Daily
initiative was the re-vitalization of the Chautauqua
Network, an organization
of 17 Chautauquas in various states. Representatives
would get together every
year to discuss and share
mutual interests and chal-

lenges. Now called the Chautauqua Trail, the organization will meet here in 2015.
“Alfreda would be thrilled
that we are still getting everyone together, as that was
one of her goals for the organization,” said Myra Peterson, Institution accommodations manager and treasurer
of the organization. “She was
all about continuity.”
The list of Irwin’s honors
is long. It includes two Chautauqua Salutes, the President’s Medal, 1994 nomination and acceptance to the
“Wall of Fame” at the National Women’s Hall of Fame
in Seneca Falls, New York,
and the Jamestown Branch of
the American Association of
University Women 20th Circle of Distinction honoree.
Alfreda Locke Irwin was
born in 1913 and died in 2000.
Her early life can be seen as
a pattern of the conventions
she was raised by her minister father and mother to honor. She graduated from Ohio
Wesleyan University in 1933,
with a major in English and
minor in journalism. In 1935,
she married Forrest Irwin,

moved to Franklin, Pennsylvania, and proceeded to
raise a family of five daughters and a son, mirroring the
lives of many women of her
generation. But, as Simpson
put it, “she was passionate
about her writing and determined to do things.” He
thinks that, though she had
a gentle manner, Irwin was
going to do what she thought
she had the ability to and
wanted to do.
She had a quiet feminism,
noticed by Brigetta Overcash, Jamestown Post-Journal
Saturday/family editor, who
added an editor’s note at the
end of B. Dolores Thompson’s March 24, 2001, article
“Remembering Alfreda.”
“Alfreda’s spirit and need
for the practical use of her
talents brought for her ingenuity,” Overcash wrote. “As
a journalism major, she was
driven to express life as she
saw it through her pen, which
is well known to many in this
area through her publications
about Chautauqua. But in earlier times, when it wouldn’t be
socially acceptable for her to
be known as a working woman while a wife and mother,
she hid her sense of expression behind pseudonyms.”
The pseudonym was “Wilda Mayer,” and the column
was “Spring Back Lightly”
published in the Franklin
News Herald. The pseudonym
era wouldn’t last long.
“She was one of a kind,”
Overcash wrote. “Alfreda
Locke Irwin was a woman
who marched to her own
beat. She respected her time
on earth and used it wisely.”
Irwin’s contributions to
Chautauqua and its history
are important, but it is the
woman who marched to her
own beat while greeting the
world with a show-stopping
smile and kindness who engages the imagination.
Though Irwin’s most visible memorial may be Three
Taps of the Gavel, the most arresting may be her life.

God always has one more move in the game against the devil

T

“

he great headline of the Bible is that God loves
us and desires fellowship with us. God chose not
to be alone, live alone or act alone. God chose us,
strange company that God refuses to be without,”
the Rev. Raphael G. Warnock said during “Lead Us Not into
Temptation,” his sermon for the morning worship service at
9:15 a.m. Thursday.
His selected Scripture texts were Genesis 3:1-13 and Matthew 6:13.
“We were made for God’s enjoyment, and when we live
life for God’s enjoyment, we find the greatest fulfillment.
Jesus said to seek first the kingdom of God and everything
else would be added,” he said. “We enter into temptation
when we are deceived into living life on our own terms.”
Warnock exegeted the story of the temptation of Eve in
the garden. “Let’s not be too hard on Eve,” he said. “The evil
one approached her and she had a theological conversation
with the devil. She eats the forbidden fruit; Adam just eats.”
God came looking for them and asked, “ ‘Where are you?’
On issues that matter — in moments of controversy, during
trials and temptations — when no one is looking — where
do you choose to be?” Warnock asked.
God had given them everything, and yet Adam and Eve
sought a path apart from God.
“When we seek fulfillment apart from God we make
a mess of our lives,” he told the congregation. “We don’t
always know good from evil. We have the ability to convince
ourselves that evil is good and good is evil.”
Warnock said that one of the reasons people gather for
church is that others can see things that we can’t see ourselves.
“Our neighbors help us see our blind spots. Our privilege blinds us and/or position blinds us,” he said. “I can see
things from this pulpit that you can’t see and you have a
perspective that I don’t have.”
He told of preparing for a New Year’s Eve Watchnight service and suddenly there were pictures of naked women on
his screen. He called a friend for help, and the friend asked if
he had visited any of those sites. Warnock said no, but then
remembered an ad that had said “click here” to get antivirus
software.
“The antivirus software was actually the virus. The very
thing that I thought would help gave me trouble,” he said.
“To pray the Lord’s Prayer is to pray daily our need for God’s

Morning Worship
Column by MARY LEE TALBOT
guidance and leadership.
“Lead us, for we are prone to wander,” Warnock continued. “Jesus knew what temptation was all about — he
encountered it face to face in the wilderness. He was led by
the Holy Spirit to be tempted by the devil. God’s truth and
justice would confront the lies of the evil one.
“Jesus had to stay on course, stay focused, be active and
vigilant and prayerful,” he said. “Jesus was on a mission to
turn the world upside down and the enemy tried to get him
off his game.”
Warnock characterized the three temptations of Jesus as
self-service (turning a stone into bread), self-worship (having
the world bow down to him) and self-destruction (throwing
himself from the pinnacle of the Temple).
“To resist the evil one, we have to be part of something
larger than ourselves. God’s kingdom will come, justice will
prevail, truth will triumph, all things will work together for
those who believe if we will be faithful, focused, true, if we
know how to pray ‘lead us not into temptation.’ ”
Like a young man learning how to dunk a basketball,
people of faith need to learn how to bend. “Sometimes, he
made the shot and sometimes he did not. He found that
when he bent his knees enough, he made the shot, but when
he did not bend enough, he missed,” Warnock said.
He also warned the congregation about the temptation of
thinking too lowly of yourself, of not recognizing that “you
are a child of God.”

“When you are tempted to give in to the world — when
you are tempted to get tired — recognize that you wrestle
not against flesh and blood, you wrestle against the adversary. You wrestle against the slavery of sin and the sin of
slavery,” he said. “The good news is that you are already
victorious in Christ.”
Warnock then used a metaphor from his friend Carolyn
Ann Knight — that the whole history of the Bible, salvation
history, is a game of chess between God and Satan, a cosmic
drama that is much larger than human beings.
When God moved in creation, Satan put the snake in the
garden. When God moved to give Adam and Eve children,
Satan raised hatred in Cain, who slew Abel. When God raised
up judges, Satan urged the people to ask for a king. When
God raised up prophets, Satan caused the people to kill them.
It was move and counter move; then God sent Jesus, he
said. When Jesus died on the cross, the devil said “Game
over” and closed in on the king.
“God had one more move,” Warnock said. “Early on a
Sunday morning, God said ‘checkmate.’
“No matter what temptation you face, don’t give in, don’t
give up, don’t give out, don’t give down to self-service, selfworship and self-sacrifice. God always has one more move. I
will see you tomorrow. Checkmate.”
The Rev. George Wirth presided.
Virginia Roberts read the Scripture. A retired public school
teacher from Vienna, West Virginia, she has served as director of
the International Order of the King’s Daughters and Sons at Chautauqua for the last four years.
The Motet Choir sang “Steal Away” arranged by Howard
Helvey. Helvey studied piano at Chautauqua in the 1990s. George
Wolfe played the soprano saxophone solo in the piece. The choir
was directed by Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship coordinator.
Barbara Hois, flute, and Joe Musser, piano, played Concerto in D
Minor by Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach as the prelude.
The Edmund E. Robb-Walter C. Shaw Chaplaincy provides
support for this week’s services.
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Campbell: Fighting for the 100 percent

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Sister Simone Campbell addresses attendees of the Interfaith Lecture at the Hall of Philosophy on Wednesday. Behind her stand volunteers representing the United States’ various income brackets.
Kelsey Husnick
Staff Writer

Advocating for 100 percent of the American people
is a big task. Sister Simone
Campbell isn’t looking out
for a minority group or a sector of the population — she’s
looking out for every single
U.S. citizen.
Luckily for Campbell,
people have been giving her
their names and stories on
note cards and tiny bits of
paper so she can carry them
with her in her Bible, little reminders of all the people she
is fighting for.
These issues were also the
focus of Campbell’s 2 p.m.
Interfaith Lecture in the Hall
of Philosophy Wednesday.
She shared stories in her lecture, “With Economic Justice
For All, Justice For the 100%:
What We Learned on the
Bus.”
Campbell, executive director of NETWORK, a national Catholic social justice
lobby, collected most of these
stories on her “Nuns on the
Bus” tour: A first-generation
college student who had to
save up money on her own
— and face five weeks of
homelessness in the process
while her mom was in jail —
before she started her first
semester; a sophomore col-

MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Chautauquans fill the Hall of Philosophy Wednesday for Campbell’s
lecture.

lege student who realized,
because of one of Campbell’s
speeches, that his parents
had actually been struggling
more than he thought to pay
for his tuition; a girl working
full-time in a clothing store,
but living in a homeless shelter because her wages still
couldn’t cover rent.
Campbell likes to focus
on these stories because they
represent the reality that is
taking place in America.
“If you listen to political sound bites, you’d think
we were in the 1970s where
everyone participated in
the economy to 100 percent
growth,” she said. “You

Often, we think that
folks just haven’t been
working hard enough
or are entry-level
people.”
—SISTER SIMONE CAMPBELL
Executive director,
NETWORK

would think that [the top 1
percent] was part of all of us;
that the majority of the population thinks we’re closer
together. But we, the people,

need to look at reality.”
To demonstrate the disparity between income earning levels in America, Campbell had members of the
audience help her create a
human bar graph. Five people, showing the quintiles of
income, spread out in front
of the audience.
Each 20 percent income
sector was asked to take one
step for every five percent
that their income had raised
between 1979 and 2009.
The result was the person
representing the top 20 percent taking 10 steps away
from the podium, the person representing the middle
class taking a couple steps
away and the person representing the bottom 20 percent actually taking a step
backward.
When Campbell added
the top 5 and 1 percent into
the bar graph, the person
representing the top 1 percent of the American population was so far separated
from the rest of the group he
was out of eyesight for most
of the people seated in the
Hall of Philosophy.
This visual representation
helped Campbell show just
how far the top 1 percent,
and even the top 20, is from
the realities of the people in
the bottom 20 to 60 percent.

Statistics from 2009 showed
that the bottom 20 percent
of people in America were
at an income level of $27,000
or less, while the top 20 were
making $112,000 and up.
Campbell said that, between 1949 and 1979, everyone’s income levels had been
increasing by 100 percent.
After this, changes in government tax policy and a focus on trickle-down economics, wage cuts, the disbarring
of unions and threats to the
social safety net prevented the
majority of Americans from
keeping up with the growth
of the top income levels.
The reality now, Campbell
said, is that many people are
stuck in low-wage jobs with
stagnant or decreasing incomes. Many have to work
two or three jobs in order to
get by.
“Often, we think that
folks [in the bottom 20 per-

cent] just haven’t been working hard enough or are entrylevel people. What people
don’t know is that folks have
been for years — decades —
at this low-wage position,”
she said.
In order to lessen the gaps
in our economy, Campbell
said the U.S. needs to start
working together and sharing the wealth.
That requires a change in
the way we think about poverty and social justice.
“We have to have conversations together about
what’s fair, which requires
us to do the most difficult
thing: To step away from the
unpatriotic lie that we’re
based in individualism and
to rediscover, what folks
here in Chautauqua know,
that we’re based in community,” she said. “We’re in this
together.”
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ANNOUNCMENTS

FOR RENT

OPEN HOUSE

2014 SEASON

WOMEN SEEKING Serenity
open 12 step meeting Friday
12:30 Hurlbut Church Parlor.
716-357-8318

BEATIFUL APARTMENT 2/2 Air
Avail. Weeks 2,3, or 4. Call
210-410-9791

34 MILLER.1,2,3 bedroom
apartments. SEASON/PARTSEASON preferred. Open
house Saturday 10am-Noon.
Weeks 4,9 available 2014.
412.425.9658

JUDSON HOUSE: Available
weeks 4,5,6,9. Studio, 1 bedroom and 4 bedroom apartments available. All amenities,
pet friendly, one block from
amp. Reduced Rates. www.
thejudsonhouse.com 357-4736

FOR SALE
ELEGANT ESSENTIALS
u n i q u e b e a d e d j e w e l r y.
Affordable prices. Season display and sale 15 South 2nd
floor call 973-699-2194 for
viewing

SERVICES

CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION
apartment, newly available for
weeks 4,5,6,and 8 Reduced to
$800 per week. First floor, one
bedroom, A/C, parking at door,
steps from bus and tram route,
WiFi, 716.753.2473 normankarp@yahoo.com
TA L L H O U S E a p a r t m e n t s
weeks 8-9, 2014&2015 See
you soon! 716.485.8315 33
Palestine

BOATS FOR SALE
P O W E R B O AT 1 8 ’ $ 3 6 5 0
Institution dock slip 11 561212-7125

CONDOS FOR RENT
ARCADE Available Week 6.
One Bedroom-Beautifully
Furnished. Porch on Miller
Park-All Amenities. Reduced
Price-Cancellation (513)7081854 (716)357-3909
GREAT LOCATION, conviently
located studio apartment available for rent weeks 2,3,4,5.
724.601.9299
Steps to Bestor Plaza/AMP 1
Roberts # 1A (behind
bookstore).1st floor. Wks 3-9
$1400/wk. Modern 1 bedroom
w A/C. 2 porches! sgjefreid4@
verizon.net. 703-569-7148.

LAKE FRONT Land For Sale.
WeWanChu.com
OLD BOOKS, magazines,
sheet music, playbills, Comics,
antiques, lots of stuff . Open
Saturdays and Sundays or
open by chance 4878 LEWIS
RD BEMUS POINT

STORAGE

UNEXPECTED OPENINGS in
the Chautauquan Daily circulation department. Seeking daily
carriers available for the whole
season. Applicants must be of
age to receive working papers.
Please visit the Chautauquan
Daily Business office or call
716.357.6235.

HOUSES FOR RENT
LARGE HOUSE for rent for
$3,000 per week for week 6 at
19 Maple. 6 bedrooms and lots
of living space, 2 porches and
a deck, parking for 3, several
bikes to share. Available to
show during week 1. Text or call
(330)715-0514

MISSING
Pearl bracelet with gold clasp
missing since last week.
Reward. Contact 357-8312.

ST ELMO: Weeks two through
five. Beautifully appointed first
floor a/c studio apartment on
Bestor Plaza. Features include
comfortable queen bed, ceilingf a n , c a b l e T- V, W i - F i , w e l l
equipped kitchen, porch suitable for dining. $1475/week,
$1450/week for multiple weeks.
716.357.3890
16 WILEY weeks 1-5,7-9, spacious 3-story house near lake
and children’s school, 6+ bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D,
cable, wireless internet, no
pets, no smoking 212-3691220 lhunnewell@willowridge.
com

HELP WANTED
Helper wanted for setup and
breakdown at craft show on
July 11&13.Need someone with
a drivers license; able to do
heavy lifting. Will pay $20/hour.
Please contact Michele Berman
at: 917.716.9561.

2015 SEASON
COLLINGWOOD 11 FOSTER.
One,two, and three bedroom
apartments close to
Amphitheater and HOP. All
amenities.Carol collins53@
gmail.com or 716 570 4283 for
more information

FOR SALE: 2004, Shore
Station, 1500 Pound
(SSV15100) lift in good condition. Please call Roland Philip
216-780-4403 (cell) or 216371-5880 (home).

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Friday, July 4, 2014

WANTED
S TA M P C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign.
Will travel to appraise.
Chautauqua’s Stamp Professor.
904-315-5482

2014 Season
Ames and Wythe Season cancelation, 2nd floor 1 bedroom.
Also available 2015 season.
Rait 357.8129.
COLLINGWOOD 11 FOSTER.
Two and three bedroom apartments including gate passes.
Carol collins53@gmail.com or
716 570 4283 for more information

@chqdaily

83 PRATT a charming guest
house for the 2015 season.
Sleeps two. Newly Remodeled,
park-like setting, patio, on-site
parking, on tram & bus route.
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless internet, D/W, pet friendly. Season/
Part-Season 954.348.4344
bh@cpt-florida.com.
18 Center. 3rd floor 2-bedroom
w/porch. Pet-friendly. Sleeps
four. Near Bestor Plaza & Amp.
On tram route. Living room.
Eat-in full kitchen. Bath. AC,
ceiling fans, wifi, cable TV.
Washer/drier access. No smoki n g . Av a i l a b l e w e e k s 1 & 9 .
$1,400/wk. 303-915-4156 or
red1184@aol.com
83 PRATT a charming guest
house for the 2015 season.
Sleeps two. Newly Remodeled,
park-like setting, patio, on-site
parking, on tram & bus route.
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless internet, D/W, pet friendly. Season/
Part-Season 954.348.4344
bh@cpt-florida.com.

DFT Communications underwrites Amp Ball

Viehe Lectureship funds
Foley morning lecture
The Ethel Paris and
Theodore Albert Viehe
Lectureship helps provide
funding for this morning’s
10:45 a.m. lecture featuring
Jonathan Foley.
The children of Ethel
Paris and Theodore Albert
Viehe donated funds for the
endowed lectureship, noting
the importance Chautauqua
played in their family life.
“Our parents really appreciated the values of Chautauqua and taught them to us at
home” said one of their three
sons, Richard Viehe.
Both of the donors’
grandmothers were Chautauquans; one spent time at
Chautauqua with Mina Edison. Prior to World War II,
Ethel and Theodore discovered the joys of Chautauqua
for themselves. In 1945, the
Viehes bought a home at 21
Center and every summer
their children return to that
home. Richard Viehe remembers going to Boys’ and Girls’
Club with his twin brothers,
John and James, and his sister Martha.
Ethel and Theodore Viehe
greatly appreciated education. He graduated from Harvard College and Harvard
Law School. He was a discussion leader in great books and
was active in church work. He
took great pleasure observing the steady movement to-

ward unity among American
Protestantism. A lawyer, he
served four years as assistant
district attorney in Erie County, New York and specialized
in handling final court trials.
Eventually, Theodore entered
private law practice in Hamburg and Buffalo in the firm
of Andrew, Sherwood and
Viehe. He died at the age of
49, leaving his widow with
four children younger than
12 years old.
Ethel Viehe was born
and raised in Buffalo. She
received a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Buffalo and master’s from Cornell University. She taught
at Bennett High School in
Buffalo and Hamburg Central High School, where she
was the chairperson of the
Science Department and senior class advisor. She retired
to Costa Mesa, California,
where she died in 1997.
The Viehes’ children and
11 grandchildren participate
regularly at Chautauqua.
Their son, John, is currently
a member of the Institution’s
Board of Trustees.
If you would be interested
in discussing the possibility of
establishing an endowed lecture
or supporting another aspect of
Chautauqua’s program, please
contact Karen Blozie at 3576244 or email her at kblozie@
ciweb.org.

Hall for the past three years,
this is the first summer the
company has sponsored an
evening in the Amphitheater.
Originally started as a sixpiece ensemble in 1994, The
Ladies First Big Band — an
all-female group — is currently made up of 16 members. Formed and directed by
bassist Jennifer May, the musicians are based and perform

in the western New York area.
“DFT has recently expanded its service area to include most of western New
York, and the very talented
members of this band hail
from all parts of our service
region,” said Ditonto. “We
commend all of these wonderful musicians and know
that the Amphitheater audience will thoroughly enjoy
the experience.”

Star-Spangled fun
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A child waits for the start of the 2013 Fourth of July parade. The
Children’s School will begin its annual parade at 10 a.m. today on
Pratt. The kids, led by Director Kit Trapasso, will march their way
down Pratt to Bestor Plaza, where they will sing patriotic songs in
front of the Colonnade.
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DFT
Communications,
Partners in Technology, is
teaming up with Chautauqua Institution for the second time this season to help
underwrite a special Community Appreciation Night.
“Fourth of July celebrations at the Chautauqua
Amphitheater are always

wonderful,” said Ellen Ditonto, director of sales and
business development for
DFT. “DFT Communications
is particularly proud to be
sponsoring this year’s Ladies First Big Band concert.”
The concert will take place
at 8 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater. Although DFT
has sponsored the Tuesday
evening Family Entertainment Series in Smith Wilkes
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Lesenger to show ‘Raisin’ set designed around naturalism
behind-the-scenes
with master class
Emma Foehringer
Merchant
Staff Writer

Mark Oprea
Staff Writer

Jay Lesenger is ready to
show audiences that a lot
more goes into a singer’s
voice than meets the eyes
— or ears, for that matter.
Lesenger, artistic/general director of the Chautauqua Opera Company,
will demonstrate the talent and artistic routines of
select singers at his annual
master class at 1:15 p.m. today at Fletcher Music Hall.
Although Lesenger has
been busy coaching Young
Artists, attending Artsong
Recitals, and overseeing
an entire orchestra for tomorrow’s Madam Butterfly, his hectic schedule —
similar to that of an opera
singer — is taken in stride.
“Here, I just go day to
day,” he said.
And this afternoon
Lesenger has prepared accordingly for his annual
class, which is made possible by the Chautauqua
Opera Guild. He aims to
have students perform the
material they’re currently
working on and, acting
as their director, making
recommendations to the
“choices they’ve already
made” as artists. This operatic behind-the-scenes
look, Lesenger said, isn’t
restricted to the voices on
stage.
“It’s a very popular
event — people like to
come,” he said. “I like to

LESENGER
get the audience involved,
and also show that [rehearsal] is a lot of fun.”
Exemplifying their vocal talents are members
from
Marlena
Malas’
Voice Program: students
Lin Shi, Owen McCausland, Heather Flemming,
Rebecca Farley and Sam
Levine. Although these
emerging talents are not
a part of the Chautauqua
Opera Company, they will
be each singing a selected
aria, and critiqued as if
they were.
Donna Gill, faculty
member of the Voice Program, said this class is a
one-time opportunity to
experience what young
singers study and painstakingly practice, with
Lesenger in the director’s
chair.
“It gives the public a
chance to see what goes
into the singing and performance aspect of what
we do at the Voice Program,” Gill said.

As soft light filters
through the nearest window,
a woman sits upright in bed.
Pulling on a raggedy pink
terrycloth robe and house
slippers, she slides past a
curtain into the kitchen. After collecting the morning
paper and milk from outside
the apartment door, she sets
a dented kettle on the stove
to boil, sending a metallic clatter rings through the
dead air.
In the first scene of A Raisin in the Sun, which runs
through Sunday at Bratton Theater, Ruth Younger,
played by Chelsea Williams,
goes about the daily routine
of many housewives preparing breakfast for their families. But each detail of her
actions was a microcosmic
aspect of a larger set design
development process for
Chautauqua Theater Company Resident Director Ethan
McSweeny and the play’s set
designer Lee Savage.
“We wanted to create a
theatrical space as opposed
to a very naturalistic space,”
Savage said. “The play was
so strong, and it could really
take a more theatrical environment to help push some
of the ideas about claustrophobia and the fact that all
of these members of the family were living on top of each
other.”
A Raisin in the Sun tells the
story of an all-black family’s
move to an all-white community in Chicago called
Clybourne Park. Playwright
Lorraine Hansberry included specific instructions

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

Lena Younger, played by Lynda Gravatt, is the last person to leave
the family’s apartment during the last scene in A Raisin in the Sun.

in the script detailing how
the Youngers carry on their
daily business — directions
interpreted with realistic
and naturalistic portrayals
in many productions of the
play. Living in a cramped
apartment, members of the
Younger family dream of a
more spacious future, literally and metaphorically.
For the family’s dire situation to convince the audience, McSweeny said those
sitting opposite the stage
must understand the crowding in the tiny home and
clearly see the multitude of
daily activities happening in
the small space.
“Part of the pressure cooker that is building up on the
Younger family is the struggle to maintain their lives
and their dignity in these
conditions where they’re just
all in each others’ way all the
time,” McSweeny said. “Everyone is straining against
the problem of space.”
Savage and McSweeny
initially began with a lit-

eral design, displaying the
1950s apartment but hiding parts of it behind closed
doors. After reevaluating
this structure, they dispelled
the walls, keeping all other
daily objects and structural
aspects of the apartment like
doors, windows and cooking
accoutrements. The resulting
set includes the Youngers
living room, small attached
kitchen, and the two bedrooms in the overcrowded
apartment. The audience can
also see out into the building’s stairwell where the
hall’s shared bathroom is located.
“It all has to happen, so
it’s all there,” Savage said.
“We’re just showing things
that wouldn’t normally be
seen. That daily life gets
more detailed when you can
actually see what people are
doing when they’ve gone
into their rooms. We took
that idea of naturalism and
actually stretched it further.”
Without the walls that exist on many stages, the set

allows audiences to analyze
the hyper-realistic life of the
Youngers described by Savage. The result is a revealing portrait of an American
family struggling within its
own ambition. A Raisin in
the Sun is a lifelike story, but
one with a heightened exhibition of emotion. Balancing
the non-fictional feeling of
the story with its dramatic
passion was part of the challenge in designing how the
play would be shown to the
audience.
The result is a naturalistic but peeled-back portrayal of an American family. While the Youngers
pick through the detritus
of their daily emotional
landscape, the audience is
offered a raw portrait of the
material debris crowding
their everyday life.
“I would call it theatrical
naturalism,” said CTC Artistic Director Vivienne Benesch. “The lighting designer,
Seth [Reiser], talked about
how he’s done this play
twice and there’s this desire
to get gritty and real. But the
emotional landscape of the
story is very theatrical.”
Above all, McSweeny said
the scenery had to stay honest to Hansberry’s intention.
“It was really critical to
me that we get a sense of
how five people are trying
to live in this not-quite-two
bedroom, three-room apartment with a bathroom in the
hall and how much pressure
that was putting on them,”
McSweeny said. “I really
wanted to make sure that we
could do it in a way that was
both theatrically satisfying
and sufficiently compact and
crowded.”

A body in
motion
MATT BURKHARTT | Staff Photographer

Charlotte Ballet’s Anna
Gerberich performs “Kinetic
Energy,” while Sasha Janes
keeps time on a treadmill
upstage at the June 26
Chautauqua Dance Salon
on in the Amphitheater. The
Charlotte Ballet will give
a preview of its upcoming
Tuesday performance with
the Chautauqua Symphony
Orchestra at 4 p.m. today
in the Carnahan-Jackson
Dance Studio. There is a $5
admission fee.

@chqdaily
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a lakeside life

Amanda Mainguy | Staff Photographer

At left, a boy leaps for a tennis ball he threw up in the air on Children’s Beach on June 26. Nearby, at right, a Chautauquan contemplates the setting sun off the Fair Point pier the same evening.

F
FRIDAY
JULY 4

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.
7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation:
Spiritual Practices of World
Religions. Leader: John Pulleyn
(Zen Buddhism). Donation. Bring
gate pass. Main Gate Welcome
Center Conference Room
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd
8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of
Missions
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion. Hall
of Missions Grove
9:00 Nature Walk. (Programmed by the
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden
Club.) Jack Gulvin, BTG naturalist.
Meet under green awning at back of
Smith Wilkes Hall.
9:00 Men’s Club Speaker Series.
“Declarations of Independence.”
Steve Tigner. Men’s Club Meeting.
United Methodist House
9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. The Rev.
Raphael Warnock, pastor, The
Historic Ebenezer Baptist Church,
Atlanta. Amphitheater
9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed
by Chabad Lubavitch of
Chautauqua). “Life Cycle Events.”
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Literary
Arts Center Library
9:15 Scientific Circle Presentation.
“Osteoporosis/Bone Physiology.”
Jim Chimento. Hall of Christ
10:00 Concert. Thursday Morning Brass.
Colonnade
10:00 Children’s School Independence
Day Parade. Bestor Plaza
10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel
10:45 LECTURE. Jonathan Foley, director,
Institute on the Environment, Univ. of
Minnesota. Amphitheater

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd

2:30 Concert. Thursday Morning Brass.
Athenaeum Hotel fountain

12:15 Chautauqua Community Band
24th Annual Independence
Day Concert. Jason Weintraub,
conductor. Bestor Plaza

3:30 (3:30–5) Chautauqua Dialogues.
(Sponsored by the Dept. of Religion.)
Facilitator-led group discussions. No
fee, but sign up required at 2 p.m.
Interfaith Lectures. Locations TBA

12:15 CLSC Seven Seals Brown Bag.
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni
Association.) Alumni Hall Kate
Kimball Room
12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed
by the Writers’ Center.) “The
Importance of Bad Ideas.” Jonathan
Eig. Literary Arts Center porch
12:15 Challah Baking. (Programmed by
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.)
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House
12:30 Jum’a/Muslim Prayer. Q&A at 1.
Hall of Christ
12:45 Chautauqua Catholic Community
Seminar Series. “The Church:
Field Hospital, Poor for the poor,
Out on the edges — Pope Francis
and the renewal of the Church.”
Rev. William Murphy, Pastor,
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish, West Grover, Pa.
Methodist House Chapel
1:15 (1:15–2:30) Master Class.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Opera Guild.) Jay Lesenger. Fee.
Fletcher Music Hall
2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
Tavis Smiley, host, PBS’ “Tavis
Smiley.” Hall of Philosophy
(simulcast in Hall of Christ)
2:00 National Bell Ringing Ceremony.
“Let Freedom Ring.” In celebration
of Independence Day, the
Chautauqua bells will be rung 13
times. Miller Bell Tower
2:00 (2–5) Mah Jongg. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club)
Memberships available at the door.
Women’s Club house
2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
2:15 THEATER. A Raisin in the Sun.
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets
at Main Gate Welcome Center or
Colonnade lobby ticket offices and
45 minutes before curtain at the
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater
2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center

4:00 Charlotte Ballet Preview
Performance. Fee. Carnahan
Jackson Dance Studios
4:00 Book Presentation. The Horse
Lover: A Cowboy’s Quest to Save
the Wild Mustangs. Author Alan Day
and Sandra Day O’Connor. Hall of
Philosophy
4:00 (4-5:30) Piano Performance Class.
(School of Music.) Suggested fee.
Sherwood-Marsh Studios
4:00 Dance Preview. (Charlotte Ballet in
Residence.) Fee. Carnahan-Jackson
Dance Studio
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
4:15

Purple Martin Chat. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree &
Garden Club.) Jack Gulvin, BTG
naturalist. Purple martin houses
between Sports Club and Miller Bell
Tower

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat:
Welcome the Sabbath.” Miller Bell
Tower (Pier Building in case of rain)
6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. All singers welcome.
(Two rehearsals required to sing at
Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth
S. Lenna Hall
7:00 Visual Arts Lecture Series.
Sharon Louden, multi-media artist;
author, Living and Sustaining a
Creative Life. Hultquist Center
7:30 Community Shabbat Dinner.
(Programmed by Chabad Lubavitch
of Chautauqua.) Reservations
required. Everett Jewish Life Center.

8:00 SPECIAL. Amphitheater Ball
with the Ladies First Big Band.
(Community Appreciation Night.)
Amphitheater

12:30 (12:30–2:30) Social Bridge
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Women’s Club.) For men and
women. Women’s Clubhouse

10:00 Fourth of July Bell Tower Concert.
Carolyn Benton, chimemaster.
Coincides with lighting of flares
around and fireworks over
Chautauqua Lake

1:00 Workshop I Performance.
(Chautauqua Dance.) Carnahan
Jackson Dance Studio

Sa
SATURDAY
JULY 5

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.
8:45 Hebrew Congregation Special
Study Session. Hurlbut Church
9:30 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath
Service. Service led by Rabbi
Frank Muller, Susan Goldberg
Schwartz, soloist. Hurlbut Church
Sanctuary
9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman
Vilenkin. Kiddush will follow at
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.
Everett Jewish Life Center Library
11:15 Chabad Lubavitch Youth Minyan
Service and Oneg Shabbat. For
children ages 4 to 10. Zigdon
Chabad Jewish House
12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
2:15 THEATER. A Raisin in the Sun.
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets
at Main Gate Welcome Center or
Colonnade lobby ticket offices, and
45 minutes before curtain at the
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater.
3:00 LECTURE. (Programmed by
Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Contemporary Issues Forum.
Eleanor Clift, author, Two Weeks of
Life. Hall of Philosophy
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy
5:00 Operalogue. (Programmed by the
Chautauqua Opera Guild.) Madam
Butterfly. Lecture with excerpts from
the opera. Jay Lesenger, general
and artistic director of Chautauqua
Opera with Chautauqua Opera
Young Artists. Fee for nonmembers. Norton Hall

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. All singers welcome.
(Two rehearsals required to sing at
Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth
S. Lenna Hall
6:30 Havdalah Service. (Sponsored
by Hebrew Congregation.) Susan
Goldberg Schwartz, leader and
soloist. Literary Arts Center lawn (or
porch in case of rain)
8:15 CHAUTAUQUA OPERA. Madam
Butterfly by Giacomo Puccini with
the Chautauqua Symphony
Orchestra. Arthur Fagen, guest
conductor; Jay Lesenger, director.
Featuring Mary Dunleavy, Reneé
Tatum, Scott Quinn, Michael
Chioldi, Jesse Darden, Jared A.
Guest, Brad Walker. Brian James
Myer, Kate Farrar and members
of the Chautauqua Opera Young
Artists Program. Amphitheater

» on the grounds
Like The
Chautauquan
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Chautauqua
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fb.com/chqdaily

