
josh austin | Staff Writer

S
teve Martin has earned his blue-
grass recognition at Chautauqua 
Institution.

Not that he has anything to prove.
After his sold-out concert in 2011, 

Martin and the Steep Canyon 
Rangers return tonight, with singer-
songwriter Edie Brickell, at 8:15 p.m. in 
the Amphitheater for another round 
of bluegrass and comedy. But Martin 
makes sure to concentrate more on 
the music than on jokes.

“Steve Martin, I think, sur-
prised a lot of the audience [last 
time he was here],” said Vern 
Ahlgren, a local banjo player and 
bluegrass connoisseur. “The au-
dience had expectations for a big 
portion of it to be comedy, but he’s 
very cerebral.”

Ahlgren, who attended the con-
cert two years ago, remembered 
that concertgoers were enthusiastic 
about Martin and the young Steep 
Canyon Rangers. 

Bluegrass, often described as a 
close cousin of country, is what Ahl-
gren referred to as true Americana 
music. With Scottish, Irish, English 
and Welsh influences — and even a 
touch of jazz — bluegrass started in 

the mountains of Appalachia, which just touch-
es and ends with western New York.

A member of the local band Wind River 
since the 1970s, Ahlgren said that one way blue-
grass found its way to this part of the state was 
through radio and television (making a refer-
ence to “The Beverly Hillbillies”). He remem-

bers listening to Nashville and West Virginia 
radio stations as a kid. Growing up with 

a lot of neighbors who listened to the 
same music, Ahlgren said that this 
part of the state knows its stuff when 
it comes to bluegrass.

“I have had an opportunity, play-
ing this long, to meet quite a few 
people who have really had an un-
derstanding of [bluegrass],” he said.

Bill Ward, who founded the annu-
al (now defunct) Bluegrass Festival 
in Mayville, N.Y., said that he and 
other organizers coined the term 
“chair snappers.”

During the festival, if there were 
anything other than traditional 
bluegrass music playing, he said, at-
tendees would quickly snap up their 
chairs and leave.

Ahlgren said that traditional blue-
grass, especially to the trained ear, 
consists of all acoustic instruments, 
giving it a well-recognized twang.
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The Chinese symbol xin, 
pronounced “sheen,” has 
two definitions: heart and 
mind.

“Isn’t that concept in-
credible?” Mary Evelyn 
Tucker asked in Monday’s 
Interfaith Lecture.

According to the teach-
ings of Confucianism, 
the synthesis of heart and 
mind, or of feelings and ra-
tionale, need not be viewed 
as separate entities. Rather, 
what feels right in the heart 
should affect what is in the 
mind — a humanitarian 
principle that should in-
form one’s perspective of 
the universe.

Tucker will speak at 2 
p.m. today in the Amphi-
theater on how the teach-
ings of Chinese philoso-
pher Confucius are related 
to the universe. The  pro-
gram will also feature lecturers discussing 
Daosim and environmental ethics. 

“Confucianism is one of the rare tradi-
tions that says … you are cultivating your-
self not just for your own salvation or spiri-
tuality,” Tucker said, “but to give back to the 
world, and for the common good.”

Wiseman discusses 
emergence of life, 
its significance

Three more views 
round out week 
exploring ‘Journey’ 

wiseman

fredo villaseñor
Staff Writer

Jennifer Wiseman is an astronomer who 
does not cease to be in awe of the cosmos.

At 10:45 a.m. today in the Amphitheater, 
Wiseman will lecture on the most recent as-
tronomical findings of how the universe and 
its galaxies have matured over time, eventu-
ally making life possible on at least one plan-
et. Then she will ask — just as many other 
lecturers have in the past week — what is 
humankind’s significance within this vast 
and elegant universe?

“Through astronomy, we are learning how 
galaxies began to form billions of years ago,” 
Wiseman said, “and how these galaxies, full of 
stars and gas, have changed over time.”

When the universe began, the only ele-
ments present were hydrogen and helium 
— not enough to create life. But over billions 
of years, galaxies have become rich with a 
diverse set of heavier elements.

“The processes that make life possible 
are basically located within stars,” Wiseman 
said. “Stars have, over time, manufactured 
through fusion processes heavier elements 
like carbon and iron that enable eventually 
planets to form and eventually life to thrive, 
on at least one planet.”

DEMEtrius FrEEMAn | Daily file photo
Steve Martin and the Steep Canyon 
Rangers perform before a sold-out 

Amphitheater on July 2, 2011. 
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The Steep Canyon 
Rangers may lean on 
the traditional side, 
but going out with 
Steve Martin is not 
the most traditional 

thing to do.”
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APPEAL OF TRUE AMERICANA MUSIC
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It seems that the friend-
ship between Vivienne Ben-
esch and Lisa Rothe has 
aged and matured as grace-
fully as the Chautauqua 
Theater Company.

As Benesch (artistic di-
rector at CTC) and Rothe 
(director of CTC’s Cat on a 
Hot Tin Roof) celebrate CTC’s 
30th birthday, they are also 
commemorating three de-
cades of friendship.

“It’s such a gift to be able 
invite friends to come and 
work with you in such a beau-
tiful place over the summer,” 
Benesch said. “It’s even a big-
ger gift to invite your insane-
ly talented friends to come 
and then work with you.”

Benesch stated that she has 
been lucky enough to accrue 
an artistic network of actors 
and directors that want to 
work and learn at Chautauqua 
Institution. Of course, getting 
Rothe to come to the Institu-
tion wasn’t a big challenge.

Cat marks Rothe’s fourth 
directorial role with the com-
pany. For Rothe, who has di-
rected Ah, Wilderness! by Eu-
gene O’Neill and introduced 
the new play Hold These 
Truths last season, coming 
back to CTC is not just an op-
portunity to direct; it’s also 
another chance for Rothe to 
engage with her one of her 
best friends.

Now a full-time resident 
of New York City, Rothe is 
a CTC veteran; she was a 
conservatory member when 
Benesch was a teacher with 
the company.

“When I was asked to 
come here, it was extraordi-
nary because it was my first 
conservatory experience of 
really being embedded and 
immersed in the work and 
in a community,” Rothe 
said. “[The Institution] is 
from my youth; it’s in my 
DNA now. I had such amaz-
ing experiences and incred-
ible friendships formed, and 
it was really just the begin-
ning of the conversation of 
who I was as an artist.”

Fittingly, like a scene sto-
len from Romeo and Juliet 
(with a modern-day, Chau-
tauqua-esque twist), the 
two women saw each other 
across the room at Andriac-
cio’s, where they met for the 
first time. However, they 
both already shared a com-
mon connection.

Both women credit Rebec-

ca Guy, former CTC artistic 
director, for helping to initi-
ate their now 30-year bond. 
Guy is an alumna of the Uni-
versity of Evansville, where 
Rothe received her under-
graduate degree. Rothe said 
it was Guy who helped her 
get into the CTC conversa-
tory.  Guy was also Benesch’s 
high school acting teacher. 

“I always say she was re-
sponsible for my entire ca-
reer, but she was also respon-
sible for many of my best 
friends,” Benesch said.

After graduating from 
the University of Evansville, 
Rothe was accepted to both 
The Juilliard School and New 
York University for graduate 
school. Benesch convinced 
her friend to attend NYU for 
acting, where Rothe would 
meet Andrew Borba, CTC’s 
associate artistic director, 
in 1989. Benesch and Borba 
were already friends, as they 
had attended Brown Univer-
sity together.

“To be in a friendship and 
artistic partnership with 
people, it’s like any intimate 
relationship where you have 
to accept change and be able 
to morph and move on to-
gether and create something 
else,” Rothe said. “It’s kind of 
amazing.”

For the trio, there is some-
thing incredibly nostalgic 
about working together.

“There was this moment 
last week,” Benesch said. “I 
literally had this this sort of 
physical reaction to feeling 
like we were 21 again. I saw us 
as 21-year-olds and thought, 
‘Oh god, how did we get from 

there to here?’ Here we are.”
Rothe, who started out 

studying biomedical engi-
neering in college, switched 
to acting and hasn’t looked 
back. With an impressive re-
sume of works that she has 
directed both regionally and 
in New York City, the busy 
artist considers CTC some-
what of a second home.

“[Rothe] is becoming a 
constant here because she’s 
an artist with an incred-
ibly acute sense of heart and 
head,” Benesch said. “With 
Cat, one of the things that I 
love so much about this play 
is that [Tennessee Williams] 
is this master playwright 
and [Rothe’s] sensibility, to 
me, lives in that murky mem-
brane of poetry and form.”

One of the reasons Rothe 
has become a theatrical 
mainstay is that both Ben-
esch and Borba respect her 
voice. Borba stated that the 
three of them have had simi-

lar training and share a par-
allel outlook when it comes 
to artistic vision. The shared 
vision is one that started 
with the Institution.

“There are so many Chau-
tauqua audience members 
who have seen them as early, 
young, emerging performers, 
and now they can see them as 
later performers, they can see 
them wearing different hats,” 
Borba said. “There’s this 
sense that it’s kind of great to 
watch an artist grow up.”

Rothe will be leaving the 
Institution next Monday, 
shortly after Cat opens. Ben-
esch isn’t sure exactly when 
the director will be back, but 
she’s positive that she will be 
back at the helm of another 
show in the future.

“They say you can never 
go home,” Benesch said, “but 
you can. To be able to come 
to an artistic home which 
actually lets you grow up is 
extraordinary.”
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The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended to pro-
vide space for announcements from Institution-related organiza-
tions. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a story, it should 
not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information to Gavin Higbie in 
the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide name of organization, 
time and place of meeting and one contact person’s name with phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication. 

For Rothe and Benesch, a 
friendship that’s grown with CTC

BRIAN SMITH | Staff PhotograPher
Lisa Rothe, director of Chautauqua Theater Company’s first 2013 production, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, and 
Vivienne Benesch, CTC artistic director, share a laugh Monday on the back deck of the Brick Walk Cafe.  

GREG FUNKA | Staff PhotograPher
A 5-day-old purple martin chick rests between feedings. 
Naturalist Jack Gulvin presents the first of four Friday Purple 
Martin Chats at 4:15 p.m. today at the purple martin houses 
located lakeside between the Sports Club and Miller Bell Tower. 
Gulvin will lower the nests for close viewing of the baby birds 
and photography opportunities. Bring chairs for guaranteed 
seating. Sponsored by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club. 

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
• emily Bazelon presents on “sticks and stones: Defeat-
ing the Culture of Bullying and Rediscovering the Power 
of Character and Empathy” at the Contemporary Issues 
Forum at 3 p.m. saturday in the Hall of Philosophy.
• the women’s Club invites members to the Clubhouse 
from 2 to 5 p.m. today for mah jongg. Bring your National 
Mah Jongg League 2013 card. Cards may be purchased at 
the Bookstore and at the door, along with memberships.
• the women’s Club offers social bridge sessions for men and 
women beginning at 12:30 p.m. saturday in the Clubhouse. 
Single players are welcome; membership not required.
• the women’s Club is accepting donations for its silent 
auction and flea boutique, including household goods, 
cookware, lamps, linens, adult and children’s clothing and 
accessories in good condition, toys and books. Donations 
may be dropped off behind the Colonnade or by calling the 
Women’s Club at 716-753-7846 to schedule an appointment.

non-perishable food drive
Chautauquans can dispose of sealed, non-perishable foods, 
such as boxed and canned items, in the gold-papered car-
tons on the floor inside the north entrance of the post office. 
Mayville Food Pantry makes the food available to needy 
families in Chautauqua Lake Central School District. For 
more information, contact Lou Wineman at 716-357-5015.

nature Walks
Naturalist Jack Gulvin will lead Nature Walks through the 
grounds at 9 a.m. on Fridays. Meet under the green awning 
at the lake side of smith wilkes Hall.

Chautauqua Dialogues
From 3:30 to 5 p.m. every Friday, Chautauqua Institution’s 
Department of Religion holds small group discussions of 
the week’s Interfaith Lecture Series theme. The discussions 
are held in the Hall of Philosophy. sign up to attend after 
the 2 p.m. lecture in the Hall of Philosophy.

CPOa outdoor lighting walk-about
At 9.30 p.m. on Sunday, the Chautauqua Property Owners 
Association will be hosting an outdoor lighting walk-about 
at the Colonnade.

Chautauqua literary arts Friends news
• at 5 p.m. sundays, all are invited to an open mic session, 
held in the alumni Hall Ballroom. read your own poetry 
or prose to a receptive audience. 
• the Friends invite Chautauquans to a lemonade social at 
4:30 p.m. sunday in alumni Hall. Prose writer-in-residence 
Kristin Kovacic and poetry writer-in-residence Philip Ter-
man will read from their work.

ClSC alumni association meeting
Trustees for the Chautauqua Literary and Science Circle 
Alumni Association will be meeting at 4 p.m. today in 
alumni Hall. each class and committee should be repre-
sented and heard from at this meeting.
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whether it be the sophis-
ticated PBs documentary 
“Chautauqua: An American 
narrative,” which premiered 
in January of 2011, or the 
spontaneous cellphone vid-
eos parents make of their 
kids on Bestor Plaza, Chau-
tauqua Institution has re-
peatedly been the subject of 
film. As part of the Archive’s 
Heritage Lecture series, 
Jon schmitz, Institution ar-
chivist and historian, will 
screen two films created in 
the early 20th century. The 
presentation, titled “Chau-
tauqua Caught on Film,” will 
be at 3:30 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Christ.

The first film comes from 
the University of south 
Carolina’s library and cov-
ers two important dates in 
Institution history. Thomas 
edison speaks about his 
father-in-law, Lewis Miller, 
on July 24, 1929, on the oc-
casion of what would have 
been Miller’s 100th birthday. 
edison is joined by Henry 
Ford; his former employee 
and longtime friend, Adolph 
Ochs, publisher of The New 
York Times; and Arthur E. 
Bestor, then president of the 
Institution.

The second date covered 
is Aug. 13, 1930. Mina Miller 
Edison (Miller’s daughter 
and Edison’s wife) receives a 

diploma for graduating from 
the Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle, then speaks 
lovingly of the Chautauqua 
Movement. 

schmitz said these clips 
are exciting to watch, as 
they show Ford and Edison’s 
friendship and provide an 
opportunity to hear the true 
tone of Bestor’s voice.

The second film to be 
screened, a promotional film 
from 1923, would have been 
played in movie houses to 
share the Chautauqua expe-
rience. Schmitz said that at 
the time, the country was just 
out of world war I and the 
flu epidemic of 1918, and so-
cial patterns and habits had 
been disrupted. Moreover, 
the increased use of the auto-
mobile had allowed people to 
alter their vacation plans.

“[Bestor and the admin-
istration] had to build up 
and improve the grounds,” 
Schmitz said. “And there 
was a cycle: They needed 
more money to improve the 
grounds, and they needed 
to improve the grounds to 
attract more money and 
new people.”

This film had been stored 
in smith Memorial Library 
and was eventually trans-
ferred to the Oliver Archives 
Center and digitized. Dani-
elle Trusso, an Archives in-
tern with a background in 
visual arts, played an im-

portant role in bringing the 
film to a contemporary au-
dience. The film had been in 
the Archives for a while.

“nobody had gotten to 
the project,” Trusso said. “I 
started working on property 
records in September 2009. 
Jon [schmitz] suggested I 
look into the history of the 
film.

“The film ended up at 
the George eastman House 
in Rochester, N.Y., where a 
technician was able to assess 
it and give us an option for 
digitizing and preserving 
it,” she said.

The film provides a com-
prehensive overview of life 
on the grounds in 1923. It 
contains visions of the Insti-
tution as a place for family, 
good for kids, full of recre-
ation and edifying of spirit 
— views that people familiar 
with the Institution will rec-
ognize, even almost a cen-
tury later.

Brown Bag to explain merit of 
research, ‘knowing’ in writing 
kelsey burritt
Staff Writer

The river where they 
dumped the bodies and the 
armory where they kept the 
Gatling guns were the most 
vivid for Philip Gerard. His 
novel Cape Fear Rising, based 
on actual events, tells the 
story of the wilmington In-
surrection of 1898 and the 
burning of the only black 
newspaper in wilmington, 
N.C.

If he hadn’t gone to 
Wilmington, if he hadn’t 
known the place, he would 
not have been able to write 
about it.

At 12:15 p.m. today on the 
Alumni Hall porch, Gerard 
will give a Brown Bag lec-
ture titled “On Fire For Re-
search.” He is Week One’s 
prose writer-in-residence 
at the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center, the editor of Chautau-
qua, the Institution’s literary 
journal, and director of the 
creative writing program at 
the University of north Car-
olina at Wilmington.

“For Cape Fear Rising, I re-
searched for a whole year,” 
Gerard said. “I did nothing 
but research.”

Gerard spent as much 
time researching for the 
book as he did writing it. 
He finds the majority of 
writing requires a deeper 
immersion in research than 
can possibly come across on 
the page.

“You’re going to research 
a hundred times more than 
you’ll ever need,” Gerard 
said. “The heartbreak and 
the hard work is really se-
lecting, of all those million 
facts you found, what are 
the one or two things that 

are really 
going to 
make this 
p e r s o n 
come alive 
on the 
page.”

s i n c e 
Cape Fear 

Rising, Gerard has pub-
lished six books. His latest, 
Down the Wild Cape Fear, is 
a nonfictional travelogue 
of the author’s experience 
boating down north Caro-
lina’s Cape Fear River. His 
voyage enriched his lan-
guage, he said, and invigo-
rated his ability to tell the 
river’s story.

Although Gerard con-
ducts many types of re-
search, his favorite is any 
that involves getting him 
on his feet and out into the 
world.

For example, he was re-
cently talking to a moon-
shiner, sitting on his porch 
with him and drinking 
some of his product.

“It’s tactile,” Gerard said 
of that kind of research. 
“You’re hearing somebody, 
you’re seeing them, you’re 
smelling what’s in the air 
— you get the dogs running 
around on the front yard 
playing. All this stuff is hap-
pening, and it’s this live ex-
perience as opposed to just 
being a description on the 
page.”

The live experience is 
key in understanding what 
Gerard means when he 
“knows” a place. For him, 
to truly know a place is 
to have seen, smelled and 
tasted it — the kind of 
knowledge impossible to 
glean solely from reading 
about it.

“It’s not just a mental or 

an intellectual knowing,” 
Gerard said. “It’s something 
much deeper.”

Gerard believes the world 
is full of people who act as 
if they know things that, 
in reality, they do not. This 
proves particularly danger-
ous for writers who enter 
into an implicit contract 
with the reader that what 
they write is true. Even fic-
tion writers, Gerard said, 
need to know a place if they 
are to write about it with any 
real authority.

In some pieces, knowl-
edge of a place is estab-
lished through knowledge 
of a people or the era in 
which they lived. Gerard’s 
latest piece, one in a series 
about life in north Carolina 
between 1861 and 1865 that 
he writes for Our State mag-
azine, involved researching 
correspondence between a 
wife and husband during 
the Civil War.

Gerard said he spent 10 
hours sifting through the 40 
or 50 letters that the couple 
wrote. After picking out 
passages he wanted to use 
and establishing an order in 
which to use them, he spent 
another couple of days writ-
ing the article itself.

“That really will trans-
port you, when you’re hold-
ing in your hands some-
thing that you know was in 
somebody’s hands 150 years 
ago, as they set up by a 
campfire after a battle writ-
ing home to their wife, or as 
she sat in the farmhouse by 
candlelight writing to her 
husband,” Gerard said. “To 
me, it’s as real as it gets — 
it’s as vivid as it gets.”

Gerard

Jon Schmitz

The Chautauquan Daily’s July 
24, 1929, front page displays 
a large portrait of Chautauqua 
co-founder Lewis Miller and 
the schedule for the Centenary 
Celebration to be held in his 
memory at 8:15 p.m. that night 
in the Amphitheater. That 
celebration is featured in one 
of the films to be screened at 
the Heritage Lecture at 3 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Christ.

Roxana PoP | Staff PhotograPher 
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DeaDline extenDeD for Men’s softball registration

The registration for men’s softball has 
been extended until the end of today. 
Prospective players and umpires can 
contact the Sports Club if they interested in 
registering a team or joining an existing team.

Richard “Uke” Ulasewicz is the in charge 
of the Sports Club.

“It is a tremendous tradition … a 

noncompetitive game of softball,” Uke says.  
Players of all ages are welcome. At the 

sign up on Tuesday, players ranged from 
young kids to Arthritics. 

Those with teams already assembled or 
who just want to join an existing team should 
contact the Sports Club at 716-357-6281. 
Cost is $175 per team.

Schmitz shares historical clips of Insitution in Heritage Lecture 

‘Chautauqua
Caught on fIlm’
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Everything scientists 
are finding out about the 
universe and its workings 
can make humans question 
their significance within 
the universe. Scientists, 
philosophers and religious 
thinkers throughout history 
have had a wide range of 
reactions to developments 
in the understanding of the 
universe.

Following her discus-
sion on the maturation of 
galaxies, Wiseman will dis-
cuss these various reactions 
across history. Hers, as is 
happens, is awe.

Aside from being an as-
tronomer at NASA’s God-
dard Space Flight Center 
and the senior project sci-
entist for the Hubble Space 
Telescope, Wiseman is also 
the director of the Dialogue 

on Science, Ethics, and Reli-
gion for the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement 
of Science.

As a Christian, Wiseman 
views the discoveries of as-
tronomy and cosmology 
through the lenses of both 
science and faith. She has 
authored numerous essays 
on the relationship between 
astronomy and Christianity.

“These are different but 
complementary ways of 
understanding the truth of 
our existence,” Weisman 
said. “The Bible doesn’t give 
us the details of how the 
physical forces of nature 
work. God has given us the 
privilege of studying that 
through science.”

For Wiseman, no Bible 
verse could be more em-
blematic of her work than 
Psalms 19:1 — “The heavens 
declare the glory of God.”

Tucker and her husband 
John Grim, who spoke at 
Tuesday’s Interfaith Lecture, 
founded the Forum on Reli-
gion and Ecology, a series of 
10 conferences on world reli-
gions and ecology.

“We’re saying science 
and policy are necessary but 
not sufficient to solve these 
problems,” Tucker said. “Re-
ligions need to be part of the 
dialogue, and they too are 
incomplete without dialogue 
between science and policy 
and economics.”

Confucianism and Dao-
ism both originated in Chi-
na. Daoists emphasize the 
“Dao,” meaning “the way,” 
a life force present in all ex-
istence. 

James Miller, associate 
professor of religious studies 
at Queen’s University, will 
speak on Daoist views of the 
universe. Daoist teachings 
on the fluid, cyclical nature 
of life are founded on the in-
evitability of change.

“To be alive means to be 
changing and growing and 
transforming,” Miller said.

Contrary to the practices 
of many western religions, 
a Daoists’ relationship with 

the Dao is impersonal. Mill-
er calls this distinction a 
main reason for the clash be-
tween religion and science. 
He added that he didn’t fully 
understand this difference 
before studying Daoism in 
his youth.

“I think we expect reli-
gions to be things that are 
conservative or traditional 
or happened a long time 
ago,” Miller said.

As new ideas surface, 
Miller said, religions have a 
tendency to evolve. In many 
ways, Daoism is harmonious 
with evolution, teaching that 
all creation is related — a no-
tion found in “Journey of the 

Universe.”
“[Daoism] can provide for 

a kind of religion and spiri-
tuality that is in some ways 
quite compatible with this 
modern scientific under-
standing of our place in the 
world,” Miller said.

In her lecture, Lisa Sider-
is, associate professor at In-
diana University’s religious 
studies department, will 
also address the fusion of re-
ligion and science, as well as 
environmental ethics.

“It seems to me that many 
of the questions that arise in 
environmental ethics, at least 
some of the most vexing, can 
be seen as emerging within 

the intersection of science and 
religion,” Sideris said.

Even though some faiths 
may not teach environmen-
talism, people may become 
passionate about it for other 
reasons. Sideris used the ex-
ample that many conserva-
tive Christians support envi-
ronmental awareness in the 
name of posterity, the inno-
cent and the impoverished.

“Focusing on these values 
may never get them all the 
way to affirming some sort 
of intrinsic value or sacred-
ness in nature,” she said, 
“but at least some common 
goals can be seen.”

Neither science nor reli-

gion alone can satisfy na-
ture’s importance, Sideris 
stressed, echoing both Tuck-
er and Miller.

The symbol for xin cannot 
be understood without the 
combination of two defini-
tions, and neither can the 
universe. It is the fusion of 
science and religion, the lec-
turers believe, which unveils 
its significance.

“Science is necessary but 
not sufficient for informing 
and motivating environmen-
tal behaviors,” she said. “A 
healthy diversity of religious 
stories and perspectives is 
needed to bring people to the 
discussion of nature’s value.”
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The instruments include 
upright bass (or “the foun-
dation”), six-string guitar, 
banjo and variables, which 
are either a fiddle or a man-
dolin. The band is also typi-
cally joined by a Dobro, a 
resonator guitar, and a har-
monica.

Ward believes that the 

five members of Steep Can-
yon Rangers produce a 
more modern sound, noting 
that bluegrass has evolved 
and changed through the 
decades. The band’s album 
Nobody Knows You just took 
home the 2013 Grammy 
Award for Best Bluegrass 
Album.

“[The Steep Canyon 
Rangers] may lean a little 
bit more on the traditional 

side,” Ward said. “But go-
ing out with Steve Martin 
is not the most traditional 
thing to do.”

Martin and the band will 
feature Brickell (known for 
her folk-rock music and for 
the single “What I Am”), 
who just released an album 
with Martin titled Love Has 
Come for You.

Though bluegrass has its 
own roots in western New 

York, Martin and his banjo 
have already become part 
of the eclectic music history 
here at the Institution.

“I remember Steve Mar-
tin, and he played banjo 
regularly as part of his 
comedy show,” Ward said. 
“It was clear that it was not 
just a hobby for him. This 
isn’t just a case of another 
star who wanted to be a 
musician; he was probably 
a musician first.”

INTERFAITH
FROM PAGE 1

BLUEGRASS
FROM PAGE 1

WISEMAN
FROM PAGE 1

Demetrius Freeman 
Daily File PhotoS

TOP and LEFT: Steve Martin and 
Graham Sharp of the Steep 
Canyon Rangers have a jam 
session in the Amphitheater 
green room before their 
July 2, 2011, Chautauqua 
performance.

A Chautauqua Tradition Since 1983 

716.357.2307 
www.vacationpro.com 

1 Morris Avenue 
on Bestor Plaza 

Visit our office @ 1 Morris Avenue for 
Real Estate Sales & Rental Information! 

25 Bowman - 3BD/3BA 
Historic Brick Colonial in Cen-
tral Location. Can be enjoyed as 
a single unit or 3 family suites! 

$349,000 
Rita Corbin 

40 Center - 3BD/4BA 
Renovated & cute, yr round 

home w/ amazing living space, 
incl. separate apartment 

$465,000 
Becky Colburn 

3 & 3 1/2 Oak - 4BD/3BA 
Two houses on a large lot. Guest 
cottage has 2bdr, 1 bath. Lots of 

parking. Move-in condition. 
$599,186 

Lou Wineman 

19 McClintock - 5BD/1BA/2hBA 
Charming cottage on sunny 

corner lot, quiet neighborhood 
near Lake. Lovely porches 

$449,000 
Karen Goodell 

18 Janes - 5BD/3.5BA 
One of a kind completely reno-

vated, central Chautauqua home. 
Lake view. + Garden apt. 

$950,000 
Roy Richardson 

13 Roberts - 7BD/14BA 
Great central location. 11 unit 
year round income property. 9 
with kitchens & 2 efficiencies 

$749,000 
Karen Goodell 

10 N. Terrace - 10BD/4BA 
Updated home w/ stacked front 

& back porches. Currently 3 
apts, can convert to single fam  

$589,000 
Karen Goodell 

#7 Garden District Lot 
Only 2 left! This lot can have a 
multi-family house on it! Rules/
regs & restrictions are available 

$262,500 
Jane Grice 

12 Whitfield 
Very special opportunity to build 
in the central, historic district of 

Chautauqua, near the lake 
$389,500 

Karen Goodell 

33 Longfellow - 1BD/1BA 
First floor, one level condo. 

Open floor plan, wood burning 
FP, covered porch & stone patio 

$227,000 
Jane Grice 

27 Hedding - 2BD/3.5BA 
The Pines #27. North end town-
home. End unit w/ private treed 

area off of back porch 
$278,000 

Jane Grice 

34 Forest - 3BD/2.5BA 
One side of a duplex, central 

Chaut, very private street, 
covered porch, many trees 

$299,000 
Jane Grice 

ProviDeD Photo

EdiE BrickELL
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C o m m u n i t y

mark haymond
Staff Writer

Today: 

in the darkest days of winter, when the 
dog refuses to go outside and the car is 
encrusted with brown ice, the Chautauqua 
Season seems like an impossible dream, the 
one gift that is too much to ask for.

Congratulations. your gift has arrived.
On your first evening stroll, it seems that 

everything on the grounds is just where 
you left it. that is part of what draws people 
back year after year. If this is your first visit, 
you may feel awash in a strange nostalgic 
déjà vu, as if you have been here in another 
life.

Hold on to this moment. it is a pres-
ent, and a small army of dedicated people 
worked for months to wrap it up, just for 
you.

Last week:

Gwen Papania is in her office putting the 
final administrative touches on the Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club, making the registration 
process as simple as possible for parents. 
She knows that Club is not just about giving 
kids someplace to go; it’s also about giving 
parents some time to themselves.

At the Sports Club, trey north and two 
other workers are prepping the shuffleboard 
court.

“We are stringing up a tarp over the 
shuffleboard courts,” North said. “I think it 
makes it real comfortable out here with the 
shade.”

A woman with white hair is strolling 
down South Lake Drive as north fastens the 
tarp to the frame. She stops next to the court 
and takes in the scene.

“When can we start playing?” she asked.
north tells her that everything will be 

up and running by Sunday. She smiles and 
glances down at the clean surface of the 
court before walking on.

Work trucks clog narrow roads better-
suited for golf carts and bicycles. Several 
streets are closed, blocked by old Chevy 
Silverados or Ford F-250s, some covered 
in the rust and dust of years of labor. the 
smells of mulch, diesel and sawdust perme-
ate everything.

Some houses are getting fresh coats of 
paint, others are undergoing entire Joan 
Rivers-level facelifts. Somewhere a bandsaw 
shrieks. Its call is answered by a nail gun’s 
pssstchoop several blocks away.

By Children’s Beach, a young Institution 
worker named mike Stanley is shoveling 

soil from the back of a pickup truck into a 
wheelbarrow. His forearms tighten like rope 
with each load. Most folks probably won’t 
notice the fresh dirt, but it is there.

midday at the John R. turney Sailing 
Center, dozens of boats rest on trailers in the 
grass.

Gary Snyder, director of the Institution’s 
Sailing Department, is overseeing a small 
crew that is working on a particularly sexy 
craft.

“We are rocking,” Snyder said. “It’s time.”
He looks at the boat the way a car guy 

would admire a Ferrari.
“This thing is like a rocket ship,” he said. 

“it was touted to be the fastest monohull 
there was. It’s called an E-Scow.”

The staff at the Youth Activities Center is 
folding stacks of the signature Fla-Vor-ice t-
shirts. the food is ordered, the menu board 
is up, the felt on the pool table is smooth 
and scuff-free. Al Dibs is the director of the 
YAC. He looks mostly confident.

“We’re all set to walk in here on Monday, 
flip the switch and get started,” Dibs said. 
“That’s what I’m hoping.”

At dusk, a woman walks down the street 
with a bucket full of cleaning supplies, 
slightly hunched under the weight of what 
she carries and the work she has done. She 
will probably never have her name in-
scribed on a building here. that said, for the 
family now living in the house or room she 
cleaned, she is crucial to their experience on 
the grounds.

Today, now:

In the words of the Flaming Lips’ Wayne 
Coyne, “Look outside; I know that you’ll 
recognize it’s summertime.”

the streets are paved, the gardens are 
verdant, the kids are off to Club. You hope-
fully arrived to find a nice, clean home. Out 
on the lake, the E-Scow is cutting through 
the water at an absurd clip. At the yAC, kids 
are carrying fistfuls of plastic-wrapped con-
fections and making new friends in a rapid-
fire way that most adults can only envy. At 
the Sports Club, shuffleboard players are 
sticking around for one more game, unde-
terred by the brutal sun, which is being held 
in check by a heavy-duty tarpaulin shade.

you could have gone anywhere this sum-
mer. Quality time spent with those you love 
or nestled with a good book is always a gift. 
But not all gifts are created equal. This one 
was handcrafted by a group of hardwork-
ing folks who probably don’t know you, yet 
somehow knew exactly what kind of gift 
you wanted.

For you, a gift
Why Chautauqua often seems just as you left it 

Kirk Wyant (top and above) and 
Mike Votee (right), of Southwest 
Construction, work on a 
new porch roof for the Oliver 
Archives Center on June 21. 
The construction project was 
one of many being completed 
in the week prior to the opening 
of the 2013 season.

Benjamin HosTe | Staff PhotograPher

 
 

   » on the grounds

Keep up with the 2013 Season and The Chautauquan Daily in words, photos, audio and 
video through our social platforms 

View a full list of all Chautauqua Institution social profiles at ciweb.org/press-connect. 
Add your posts to the conversation using #CHQ.



  “W
here did we come from, and why are we 
here?” “Are we alone in the universe?” 
These are the grandiose questions that 
have intrigued humanity throughout the 

ages. Recent incredible advances in astronomy and physics 
are inspiring a fresh look at these questions.

This week at Chautauqua we’ve heard the astounding 
news from astronomer Natalie Batalha that thousands of 
planets outside of our own solar system have been de-
tected over just the past few years, with their sizes imply-
ing that a significant number of stars in our galaxy have 
Earth-sized planets. Are many stars in our solar neigh-
borhood harboring truly Earth-like planets, habitable or 
perhaps even inhabited? We don’t know, but for the first 
time in history we now see this as a question within reach, 
one we can investigate even within a few decades with the 
anticipated advances in technology. 

Thanks to NASA’s Kobie Boykins we saw how the Mars 
rovers are showing how our own neighbor planet Mars 
was once a habitable world with rivers and lakes.

With the heroic efforts of astronaut Story Musgrave and 
his peers, the repaired Hubble Space Telescope has given 
us a view into deep space showing us how distant galaxies, 
peering from a time close to the beginning of the universe, 
compare to galaxies like our own. We are finding that the 
universe has changed over time, with generation after gen-
eration of stars inside galaxies producing heavier elements 
that became the foundation for planets and life in our own 
time.

In fact the fundamental physical forces that govern our 
universe have enabled our universe to progress into a 
birthplace of life that is thriving on at least one planet, and 
probably many others. We’ve even been dazzled to imag-
ine the possibility of many other dimensions and univers-
es that string theory predicts, as so incredibly explained 
by Brian Greene. 

What does this mean for our sense of purpose and 
significance in the universe, our place in space and time? 
Here we reach a point where science cannot address all 
our questions. Scientific methods are great for advancing 
our understanding of how nature “works” — everything 
from subatomic particles and quantum uncertainties to the 
expansion of the universe and, to some extent, to the rela-
tionship between our brains, genetics, and our behavior. 

But that isn’t the whole story. If science tells us the 
“how” of nature, religion and philosophy address the big-
ger questions of “Why?,” and “How should we live?” and 
“Are we significant?” In fact, it is this ensemble of knowl-
edge and appreciation — historic, religious, philosophical, 
artistic and scientific — that gives us a fuller picture of 
what it means to be alive in this incredible universe, with 
all its beauty, mystery, joys, and sorrows. 

For many, perhaps the words to the beloved poem and 
hymn “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” (sung to Beethoven’s 
“Ode To Joy”) say it best, as an expression of praise in-
spired by nature and faith. The poem’s author, Henry 
van Dyke, said in 1907 that it was an expression of people 
“who know the thought of the age, and are not afraid that 
any truth of science will destroy religion, or any revolution 
on earth overthrow the kingdom of heaven. Therefore this 
is a hymn of trust and joy and hope”:

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect 
Thy rays

Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing 

sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee.
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A Fruitful Universe

Guest Column by Jennifer J. Wiseman

Wiseman is an astronomer at the NASA’s Goddard 
Space Flight Center, the senior project scientist for the 
Hubble Space Telescope and director of the Dialogue 
on Science, Ethics, and Religion for the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science.

From Today’s Lecturer

RoveReateR

GreG Funka | Staff PhotograPher
Group One student Ethan puts the finishing touches on his Mars 
rover, whose only mission is to be eaten, on a field trip Tuesday to 
the NASA Glenn “Journey to Tomorrow” exhibition trailer set up at 
Miller Park.

Boat Rentals
sailboat rentals are available at the John R. turney sailing 
Center (716-357-6392). Paddle boats, canoes, kayaks and a 
rowboat are available to rent at the sports Club (716-357-6281).

   » on the grounds



jess miller
Staff Writer

W
hen the 300-mil-
lion-mile, hole-
in-one mission 
reached its 

destination, NASA scien-
tists watching it from Earth 
cheered. The Opportunity 
rover had just berthed on 
Mars.

One of those scientists, 
Kobie Boykins, was especial-
ly emotional. Boykins, a me-
chanical engineer at NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, Calif., engineered 
the solar arrays that pow-
ered the Mars Exploration 
Rover Mission rovers, Spirit 
and Opportunity. The rovers 
were launched in June and 
July of 2003.

Boykins’ zeal for Mars 
exploration was evident as 
he bounced back and forth 
across the stage at Thurs-
day’s morning lecture in the 
Amphitheater, laughing as 
he engaged a captivated au-
dience. In keeping with this 
week’s theme of “Our El-
egant Universe,” he started 
with a history lesson of the 
exploration of Mars, the sis-
ter planet of Earth.

Boykins is one of hun-
dreds of JPL scientists who 
built the rovers, launched 
them into space and then 
monitored their progress 
from Earth. For Boykins and 
his team, JPL is more than 
just their place of employ-
ment, and its name has more 
than one meeting.

“For those of us who work 
there, it means, ‘Just Plain 
Lucky,’ ” he said.

They used the phrase 
“300-mile hole-in-one” to de-
scribe Opportunity’s land-
ing in a small crater on Mars’ 
Meridiani Planum.

“We’ve equated it to to 
taking a dart, throwing it 
around the world and hit-
ting the center ‘x’ on a bulls-
eye,” Boykins said. “That’s 
how precise it was.”

Boykins helped to de-
sign the Spirit and Oppor-
tunity Rovers. Eight-and-a-
half months after they were 
launched, the rovers began 
their careful descent into 
Mars’ arid atmosphere, land-
ing on opposite sides of the 
planet.

“Spirit and Opportunity 
are twins, but we’ll call Spir-
it the ‘bad sister,’ ” he said.

Spirit collided with a so-
lar flame en route to Mars, 
forcing the scientists to com-
pletely shut down its com-
puter system. Once it had 
safely landed, the rover’s 
controllers prompted one 
of its arms to reach out and 
touch a rock, which unex-
pectedly severed its commu-
nication channels to Earth, 

Boykins said.
Opportunity is still rov-

ing around the surface of 
Mars, collecting videos of 
dust devils, traveling across 
dry plains and discovering 
meteorite samples that sci-
entists have concluded are 
from an unknown planet.

Opportunity has also 
proved that there was defi-
nitely water on the surface of 
Mars at one time. The rover 
discovered a crater that once 
held a large salt ocean about 
four inches deep.

Boykins then told the au-

dience about JPL’s most re-
cent project: the $2.5 billion 
Mars Science Laboratory rov-
er, named “Curiosity,” which 
landed on Mars in August 
2012. He described Curios-
ity’s most exciting feature:

“We get to burn rocks 
with a laser! Isn’t it fun? I 
love it!”

The laser punctures holes 
in the rocks and scientists 
can analyze the gases that 
are emitted, thus determin-
ing the rock’s composition.

“It’s the first time we’ve 
done robotic drilling ever on 

another planetary surface,” 
Boykins said. “We can ac-
tually tell, on the surface of 
Mars, if it was habitable.”

Boykins said discovering 
if Mars was habitable is one 
of the Mars Science Labora-
tory’s main goals.

Audience members who 
were curious about the pos-
sibility of life on Mars left 
the lecture satisfied when 
Boykins showed an image of 
the first scoop of soil that the 
rover analyzed.

“This first sample has 
led scientists to believe that 
Mars was once a habitable 
place for biology,” he said. 
“It’s going to take us another 
year to go through all of the 
data, but the reality is that 
we believe with this exact 
first sample, that in this area, 
Mars was habitable for life.”

Over the next two years, 
Boykins hopes that Curios-
ity will be able to explore 
Mount Sharp, a mountain-

ous region whose sedimen-
tary content can tell scien-
tists more about how the 
Martian surface was formed.

He ended the lecture with 
a short video clip showing a 
sunset from Mars.

“I hope one day, in the 
near future, God willing, 
and Congress figuring it 
out, that a human being will 
be able to watch Earth set 
[from Mars],” Boykins said. 

Editor’s note: This Q&A has been 
edited for clarity and length. Read 
the full transcript at 
chqdaily.com.

Q:What do you expect 
you and your col-

leagues to be working on 20 
years from now at [NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory]?

A: I am going to go two differ-
ent directions with this. If we 
stay on the path of Mars — 
and I really didn’t tell you why 
I thought we should explore 
Mars — but there is a really 
good reason: Mars and Earth 
were very similar. They are 
sister planets. Mars, we now 
know, had water, had liquid 
water on the surface. It doesn’t 
anymore. What the heck hap-
pened to the water, and could 
it happen here? That’s the 
reason we explore Mars. All of 

the science is great, all of that 
stuff is fantastic — it makes 
me very happy. For exoplanet 
people, it’s good to understand 
how that happens; but for me, 
as a human being living here, 
I want to know, am I going to 
die, is my grandchild going 
to die, is my great-grandchild 
going to die because we didn’t 
know enough to stop some-
thing that we were doing bad 
or that’s happening? I want to 
continue to work on that for the 
next 20 years and for the rest 

of my life. Interestingly enough, 
if I go a different direction, one 
of the things I would love to do 
is start working on a mission to 
one of the Jovian icy moons. I 
want to get a vehicle that lands 
on Europa, burns a hole in the 
ice and is a submarine that 
goes down there and sees the 
big whales swimming around 
— because I think it would be 
just awesome. So, if I get a 
chance, that’s what I would like 
to do.  —Transcribed by  
 Mark Haymond
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Boykins details the latest from Mars

This is the first time we’ve done robotic 
drilling ever on another planetary surface.
We can actually tell, on the surface of  
Mars, if it was habitable.

— Kobie boyKins

Kobie Boykins, a mechanical engineer at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, displays a wheel from the first two Mars rovers during his lecture about Mars exploration and 
the Mars Science Laboratory Thursday morning in the Amphitheater. Boykins showed videos of Mars’ surface sent back by the rover Opportunity, and others featuring the 
work of the team of engineers. 

Roxana PoP | staff PhotograPher
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Morning Worship
Column by mary lee talbot

devlin geroski
Staff Writer

 
Ben Sorensen is a man of 

service. Whether it’s service 
to Chautauqua institution, 
to america, to god or to his 
family, he believes he has an 
obligation to put his time 
and talents to good use.

“i don’t sleep a whole lot,” 
Sorensen said. “i love that 
i have a chance to be in the 
world, to live in it and make 
a difference.”

and he tries to maximize 
the difference he makes by 
focusing on several areas of 
expertise.

along with his Master of 
arts in leadership and liberal 
studies from Duquesne Uni-
versity, Sorensen has earned 
a Master of Divinity from 
amridge University and a 
law degree from george-
town law. he is currently 
a lieutenant in the United 
States navy Reserve, work-
ing on a Master of Science 
in strategic intelligence from 
the national intelligence 
University in Washington, 
D.C. and though his main 
role is as an associate pas-
tor at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Fort lauderdale, 
Fla., he’s also vice president 
at optimum associates, a 
business management con-
sulting firm.

Sorensen shared that he 
often looks to a “stream of 
role models” at the institu-
tion for helping to shape his 
current philosophy. For ex-
ample, he recalls going to an 
institution lecture when he 
was very young and listen-
ing to a pastor preaching. 
after the lecture, he found 
out that this pastor was also 
a lawyer.

“that idea of doing mul-
tiple, varied things stuck 
with me,” Sorensen said. “i 
realized that i just want to 
be like these folks. i want 
to have an impact like they 
have. i want to be as articu-
late as they are and as com-
passionate.”

Sorensen’s primary role 
model is his father, who 
worked as a pastor, a profes-

sor and then as a university 
administrator.

“My dad, who passed 
away a couple years ago, was 
a core example of honesty, 
and an incredible mentor 
and role model for me,” So-
rensen said.

in fact, it’s thanks to his 
father and his mother, who 
waitressed at Chautauqua’s 
Carey Cottage inn back 
when it was still the Carey 
hotel, that Sorensen was 
even introduced to the insti-
tution. he came to Chautau-
qua with his parents when 
he was young, going to the 
Boys’ and girls’ Club, work-
ing as a counselor there and 
selling copies of The Chau-
tauquan Daily.

“Family is a central con-
vening point of Chautauqua 
because the institution pro-
vides a place to find some 
really deep, meaningful, fa-
milial bonds inside and out-
side of the bloodlines we all 
have,” Sorensen said. “it’s 
family that usually brings 
us to Chautauqua and in-
troduces us to the Chau-
tauqua experience. and it’s 
family that not only thrives 
at Chautauqua, but also ex-
pands.”

he went on to explain he 
now considers many of the 
complete strangers he met at 
Club years ago family.

of course, that isn’t to 
say Sorensen isn’t also in 
the midst of settling down 
with a budding family of 
his own; he and anna For-
nias married last novem-

ber. Sorensen and Fornias 
met at a dance for the lead-
ership Broward Founda-
tion, a community service 
organization. 

Their first child is due in 
January. Sorensen is excit-
ed to establish roots on the 
grounds with his new family.

“My hope would be that 
my family would come back 
to Chautauqua for genera-
tions and that every sum-
mer we’d be back building 
the same sort of bonds that 
i’ve built over the years,” So-
rensen said. “i hope the Chau-

tauquan values that have 
been infused into my blood 
and being continue to shape 
my family for generations.”

Fornias is looking forward 
to future visits to Chautau-
qua. When she first visited 
two years ago, she was over-
whelmed by the breadth 
and quality of the program 
schedule.

“But once i attended my 
first lecture in the Amphi-
theater,” she said, “i real-
ized that for me, slowing 
down to enjoy each moment, 
each opportunity to nurture 

the mind and the senses, 
was going to be the greatest 
privilege of my Chautauqua 
experience. the experience 
has stayed with me for two 
years, and somehow i know 
the second visit to Chautau-
qua will feel just like home.”

Sorenson feels he owes 
a debt to the institution for 
the success he’s seen and the 

person he’s become. he took 
the generous step of includ-
ing the Chautauqua Founda-
tion in his will, making him 
a member of the eleanor B. 
Daugherty Society.

“Chautauqua can’t make 
an impact on me and all of 
those who have yet to expe-
rience it without financial 
help,” Sorensen said. “as 
members of the Chautauqua 
community, it’s incumbent 
upon us to ensure that the 
community exists for a long 
time to come, and that’s 
only going to happen if we 
each contribute both intel-
lectually and financially to 
Chautauqua.”

it’s this spirit of giving 
that will allow Sorensen, 
Fornias and countless other 
families to continue to enjoy 
the institution.

Ben and Anna Sorensen’s 
bequest intention makes them 
members of the Eleanor B. 
Daugherty Society, which rec-
ognizes those who have includ-
ed Chautauqua Foundation in 
their estate plans through a be-
quest intention, as beneficiary 
of a retirement plan, trust or 
gift of real estate.  Daugherty 
Society members enjoy many 
benefits such as a luncheon with 
a guest lecturer, entrance to the 
scholar-in-residence program, 
special facility tours with artis-
tic directors and other special 
events throughout the summer 
season. For information on how 
you can become a member of the 
Daugherty Society, please con-
tact Karen Blozie, director of 
gift planning, at 716-357-6244 
or kblozie@ciweb.org. 

Sorensen honors Chautauqua as extended family

submitted photo
Ben Sorenson and Anna Fornias

Get a new boss, get a new job, get a new attitude 
and get a new question. that was the message of 
the Rev. thomas K. tewell’s sermon at the 9:15 
a.m. thursday morning devotional service. his 

title was “the two Best Days of your life,” and the scrip-
tures were Colossians 3: 12-17 and ephesians 6: 5-6.

Scottish theologian William Barclay said that there are 
two great days in a human life — the day one is born and 
the day one discovers why he or she is alive. tewell be-
gan his sermon with a story about Justice oliver Wendell 
holmes, who boarded a train to go to a speaking engage-
ment and found he did not have his ticket.

the conductor told holmes not to worry about the lost 
ticket. holmes told the conductor the problem was not that 
he didn’t have his ticket but that he didn’t know where he 
was going.

“Most of us don’t know why we are here,” tewell said.
tewell’s friend Walter was lost after retiring from gen-

eral electric Co. at the age of 65.
“he did not know who he was after ge,” tewell said.
Walter went to a meeting at his church and found out 

that one-fourth of his community was functionally illiterate. 
he has tutored students in reading ever since.

“We are not here to make money,” tewell said. “it would 
be a tragedy if everyone had to wait until retirement to find 
out why we are here. We are not on earth to make money. 
We are here to love as god loves, to serve others as god has 
served us, to care for the planet as god intended.”

Tewell said that humans have to find a vision bigger than 
themselves or will be tempted to live governed by their own 

issues. Self-absorption leads to resentment and bitterness.
“i have four principles for living that may change your 

life,” tewell said. “‘[First], if you want to remember why you 
are living, get a new boss. Remember that you are not work-
ing for Coca-Cola or ge, you are working for god. your real 
master is Christ.”

tewell said his second principle is to get a new job.
“not literally, but our job is to be transformative wherever 

we are,” tewell said. “When Jesus says we are to be the salt of 
the earth and the light of the world, he means that we are to 
stop the decay and we are to protect the world from darkness.”

third, get a new attitude. tewell said that every job has 
dignity, and one should go into each job with the attitude 
that “[he or she is] going to change the environment.”

tewell spoke about opera singer Beverly Sills, who was 
meeting with two young girls before a performance. their 
father announced it was time for the girls to leave because 
“Miss Sills has to sing tonight.”

Sills said, “oh no, i don’t have to sing tonight.”

the father was confused; the program said she would 
be singing that night.  Sills responded, ”i don’t have to sing 
tonight; i get to sing tonight. it is a gift — i get to sing, and it 
is a privilege to care for my voice and study music.”

tewell’s last principle is to get a new question.
“instead of asking ‘What’s in it for me?,’ ask ‘god, what 

do you want me to do?,’ ” tewell said. “We hold on to things, 
and God has to pry our fingers open so we will remember 
that what we want for ourselves is not necessarily what god 
wants for us. i start the day [by] asking, ‘god, what do you 
want me to do today?’ ”

tewell told a story about a mother frantically getting 
ready for Christmas. She asked her son Richard to shine her 
shoes for her and offered him a quarter to do it. She went 
back to her work and finally got dressed for the celebration. 
as she put on her shoes, she found a lump in one of them. 
there was a piece of paper wrapped around the quarter. She 
opened it and it said, “Mom, i done it for love.”

“there are two great days in our life — the day we are 
born and the day we discover why we are living,” tewell 
said. “Richard got a glimpse of that.”

The Rev. Joy Linn, co-director of the New Clergy Conference, pre-
sided. Father Stephen Mimnaugh,, director of services and advocacy 
at the Church of St. Francis Assisi in New York City, read the scrip-
ture. Barbara Hois, flute, and Joe Musser, piano, provided the morn-
ing prelude: “Shall We Gather at the River” by Robert Lowry and 
“My Shepherd Shall Supply my Need” arranged by Victoria Jicha.

Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship and sacred music coor-
dinator, led the Motet Choir in “Choose Something Like a Star,” 
words by Robert Frost and music by Randall Thompson.

Figuring out why we are here

OrientatiOn/infOrmatiOn SeSSiOnS
Special informal orientation sessions for Chautauqua first-
timers are scheduled from 5 to 6 p.m. each Sunday evening 
(excluding the final Sunday of the season) on the first floor of 
the Hultquist Center. Refreshments will be served between 
sessions. These sessions afford the opportunity for new 
Chautauquans to learn the ins and outs of this unique place.

   » on the grounds



Rabbi Lawrence Troster

Troster, a leading eco-theo-
logian and GreenFaith Fel-
lowship Program’s rabbinic 
scholar in residence, began 
by explaining how Jews have 
traditionally put themselves 
at the center of the universe. 
He paraphrased the 1914 play 
The Dybbuk, in which a rabbi 
described the sacred hierar-
chy of the world:

“No place was holier than 
the Holy of Holies in the 
Temple in Jerusalem; no per-
son was holier than the High 
Priest of the Jewish tribe of 
Levi; and no word was holier 
than the name of God.”

Troster said that modern 
humans need to ask them-
selves, “How can we main-
tain these ideas in light of 
what modern science has 
shown us — and what ‘Jour-
ney’ has shown us?”

Modern cosmology has 
shown that the universe 
has no center. Earth has no 
privileged place in space 
or in the galaxy. Humans, 
in the biological sense, are 
also not exceptional; studies 
in the genetic relationships 
between different groups 
of people and between hu-
mans and other organisms 
have not yielded fundamen-
tal differences.

“Modern science has led, 
as it says in ‘Journey of the 
Universe,’ to a series of de-
centerings about our place in 
the cosmos,” Troster said.

Troster believes that by 
incorporating new ideas of 
what is sacred and by tak-
ing modern science more 
seriously, new creation the-
ologies can be constructed. 
These theologies can then 
determine environmental 
ethics’ place in religion.

“One of the things that 
I’ve learned is that creation 
theology is not just invented 
out of the blue,” Troster said. 
“It does come out of a deep 
sense of what might be called 
‘ecolocation,’ but it also is to 
respond perhaps to a partic-
ular crisis, spiritual, social or 
even political, in the life of a 
religious community.”

The crisis that demands a 
new creation theology, then, 
could be the very idea that 
the universe is pointless.

For Troster, it is important 
that creation theologies re-
spond to the crisis of point-
lessness, from the Jewish 
perspective.

In Genesis 1, after the six 
days of creation, God said that 
the creation was very good.

“The Hebrew word ‘tov’ 
not only means ‘good’ in 
the normal sense of the 
term, but also [means] ‘suf-
ficient,’ ” Troster said. “Just 
like the Goldilocks story, it 
was just right.”

Troster believes that this 

idea is significant, as it shows 
that creation was intentional 
and not just a random act.

That intention, he ex-
plained, can include not only 
laws of nature, but also ran-
domness and contingency.

“And lastly, while the 
purpose of the universe 
is not definitely known,” 
Troster said, “it can be as-
sumed to be a form of divine 
actualization. The presence 
of God is expressed in the 
creation of the natural world 
and the evolution of con-
scious observers.”

Troster ended his lecture 
with a novel interpretation 
of the apocalyptic prophecy 
in Isaiah 65: 17, which begins, 
“For behold I am creating a 
new heaven and a new Earth.”

Troster believes that mod-
ern science has also given 
people a new heaven and a 
new Earth.

“The vast new knowledge 
that has grown in the last 
300 years would be incon-
ceivable to our ancestors,” 
Troster said. “And I believe 
we can indeed renew cre-
ation with this new story of 
the journey of the universe.”

Heather Eaton

Eaton believes that Chris-
tianity and science must be 
brought together.

As an ecotheologian — a 
theologian who assesses sci-
ence, evolution and the eco-
logical crisis — Eaton has 
three tools to do so: retrieval, 
reinterpretation and recon-
struction. She presented one 
example for each.

“In general terms, Chris-
tianity focuses on the fall [of 
man], on redemption theol-
ogy, on sin, on salvation and 
on morality,” said Eaton. 
“And to a great extent, Chris-
tianity has forgotten another 
theme: creation.”

Christians, she said, need 
to retrieve creation from 
their tradition; they need 
to learn from it, attend to it 
and listen to it. The tradi-
tions stating that humans 
are stewards of the earth and 
that creation is sacred must 
no longer be at the periphery 
of today’s Christian thought.

The second tool of the eco-
theologian is reinterpretation.

“Christianity has a strong 
focus on justice, but we can 
reinterpret it to ecojustice,” 
Eaton said.

Notions of justice and eth-
ics have been applied only to 
social situations, but can be 
expanded to apply to ecolog-
ical situations, too. The “pref-
erential option for the poor” 
spoken about in certain the-
ologies can be expanded to 
mean “preferential option 

for the earth.” Notions of sin 
can be expanded to include 
ecological sin.

The third tool of the eco-
theologian is reconstruction.

“In the Christian tradi-
tion, humans are in the im-
age of God,” Eaton said. “But 
can we enlarge this?”

The whole earth commu-
nity, Eaton suggests, should 
be seen as being in the like-
ness of God.

Incarnation is another 
concept that can be recon-
structed. Can Christians, Ea-
ton asked, expand their no-
tion of incarnation to include 
the whole Earth community?

“How we image [incarna-
tion] changes how we live,” 
Eaton said.

Though the ecotheolo-
gian’s work of retrieving, re-
interpreting and reconstruct-
ing Christian thought is 
difficult, it is not impossible.

“Religions are much more 
fluid than we think they are,” 
Eaton said. “They have much 
more interpretive capacity 
than we think they have.”

Eaton believes retrieval, 
reinterpretation and recon-

struction are necessary be-
cause many Christian ideas 
dull believers’ senses.

“They dull our senses to 
the earth community; they 
dull our senses to the suffer-
ing of the earth community, 
to species extinction, water 
pollution and whole ranges 
of ecological problems,” Ea-
ton said.

Eaton concluded that 
“Journey of the Universe” is 
intended to “awaken [Chris-
tians], both scientifically and 
spiritually.”

Safei-Eldin Hamed

“And there is no creature 
on or within the earth or 
bird that flies with its wings 
— except that they are com-
munities like you. We have 
not neglected in the register 
a thing. Then unto their lord 
they will be gathered.”

Safei-Eldin Hamed 
opened his part of the lec-
ture, explaining the Muslim 
perspective of “Journey,” 
with this passage from 
Chapter Four of the Quran.

Hamed, a scholar on envi-
ronmental planning at Cha-
tham University, suggests 

that there is absolute equali-
ty between all creatures. Just 
as humans exist in nations, 
so does the rest of creation.

Another aspect of the Is-
lamic perspective, Hamed 
said, is revealed in God’s first 
word to Muhammad: “Read.”

This command is surpris-
ing, as Muhammad was illit-
erate at that time.

“So part of the paradigm 
is absolute respect and obe-
dience that, in the journey of 
life, reading and learning are 
a top priority, even for the 
people who don’t know how 
to read,” Hamed said. “And 
not only listening or reading 
but understanding.”

Islam also urges its fol-
lowers to carefully observe 
the world. Those who have 
already decided what they 
want and do not want to see 
will not see correctly.

“People at least have to 
be neutral when they are 
making their observations,” 
Hamed said.

Humankind’s existence is 
clear in the Quran.

“God created life and 
death to try you,” Hamed 
said. “Which of you work the 
most good? So life is a journey 

of knowledge, a journey of 
testing and trying. Who will 
do better in this limited time 
and limited space of the life?”

Hamed expressed his 
amazement of the Quran’s 
language and that some of 
its text has only been recent-
ly understood. For example, 
the Quran says that the Earth 
moves through space.

“As you see the moun-
tains, you think they are 
firm and static, but they pass 
away as the clouds,” Hamed 
read from Chapter Four.

He believes that at the 
time, that passage was un-
derstood to mean that on 
the day of judgment, God 
will explode things and the 
mountains will be flying.

Now it is known that 
Earth is orbiting the sun 
through space. The passage, 
then, is interpreted in a com-
pletely different way.

“With that,” Hamed said, 
“the last word I would like to 
say is that I think that Islam 
as an ideology and as a body 
of knowledge is capable of 
providing a holistic view of 
cosmology and a practical 
approach to deepening our 
knowledge of the universe.”
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BRIAN SMITH | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
GreenFaith Fellowship Program’s rabbinic scholar in residence Rabbi Lawrence Troster (top), Canadian Forum on Religion and Ecology  
co-founder Heather Eaton and Chatham University scholar of environmental planning Safei-Eldin Hamed, deliver Abrahamic perspectives 
on how religion and modern science can co-exist at the Interfaith Lecture Wednesday in the Hall of Philosophy.

Representatives of Abrahamic traditions respond to ‘Journey’
fredo villaseñor
Staff Writer

A
t Wednesday’s Interfaith Lecture, three 

scholars, each representing Judaism, 

Christianity or Islam, responded to 

the film “Journey of the Universe.” The 

film was co-produced by Mary Evelyn 

Tucker and John Grim, both of whom lectured on the 

film earlier this week. Its goal was to integrate cutting-

edge science with the wisdom traditions of the world 

to inspire a renewed relationship with the earth.

Rabbi Lawrence Troster presented the Jewish re-

sponse to the film; Heather Eaton, the Christian re-

sponse; and Safei-Eldin Hamed, the Muslim response.

One of the things that 
I’ve learned is that 
creation theology is 
not just invented out 
of the blue.”

— LawREncE TRoSTER
Rabbinic scholar in residence,

GreenFaith Fellowship Program 
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 6/28

2013 SEASON  
JUDSON HOUSE  4 Judson, 
Prices reduced, One-Bedroom, 
sleeps 4, weeks 2 and 9; Four-
Bedroom, sleeps 8, weeks 1 and 
3. Pet Friendly. www.thejudson-
house.com, 716.357.4736

SPECTACULAR LAKEFRONT 
VIEW- Newly restored Victorian 
one-bedroom condo. Full ame-
nities, elevator, WiFi, cable, 
beau t i f u l  po rch.  Ava i l ab l e 
weeks 2,3,6 $1600/Week716-
725-1720

ANNOuNcEmENtS  
WOMEN SEEKING  Serenity 
open 12 step meeting Friday 
12:30 Hurlbut Church Parlor. 
716-357-8318

cONdOS FOR RENt
83 PRATT a charming guest 
house for the 2014 season. 
Sleeps two. Newly Remodeled, 
park-like setting, patio, on-site 
parking, on tram & bus route. 
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless inter-
net, D/W, pet friendly. Season/
Part-Season 954-673-3602 bh@
cpt-florida.com. Week 5 available 
2013.

FOR RENt
C O N D O  O N  P L A z A .  1 
Bedroom 2 Baths. Sleeps 4. 
Porch, W/D. Weekly $1,900 252-
288-4125, 716-680-5735

 
 
EVERETT CONSOLE PIANO. 
Excellent condition. 716-763-
0624

R E M O T E - C O N T R O L L E D 
Twin XL Craftmatic I adjustable 
massage beds with hardware to 
combine them into one king-
sized bed. Excellent condition. 
$3895/each new. Asking $4000 
for the pair or $2200 each. No 
personal checks. Located in 
Westfield. 716-969-3372

 hElp wANtEd  
WOMEN’S CLUB is looking for a 
hostess for the 2013 season. Duties 
include event set up and clean up, 
greeting and communication with 
members and guests including 
taking reservations, inventory, 
some maintainence of house and 
gardens, any other assignments 
delegated by the president. 
Candidates must be over 21 and to 
work approximately 30-40 hours a 
week. Send resume to cwcwom-
en@gmail.com

 hOuSES FOR RENt
AVAILABLE 2013  - Weeks 
2,3,6,7,8,9. Also available 2014. 
Charming Victorian. 5 BR. Sleeps 
10-13. 4 full baths. 2 kit. 2 LR. 2 
DR. 2 W/D. 6 porches. Gril l. 
Cable. DVD. High-speed wire-
less internet.  AC. Park ing. 
Excellent location. Near Amp. 
$2,900. Scarwin@peoplepc.
com. 412-818-7711.

P A C K A R D  M A N O R 
GATEHOUSE, 30 Elm. Weeks 
3,5,6,9. Upscale 3BR (King, 
Queen, 2-Twins) 2.5 Baths, AC, 
W/D, WiFi, Cable, Pool, large 
porch/patio, 2-parking. $2,500. 
716-357-4583.

W E E K S  4 & 5 :  G o r g e o u s 
Lakefront home. 4+ Bedrooms, 
all amenities, on site parking. 
$5,000/wk.  716-357-2695. 
8lakechq@gmail.com

hOuSES FOR SAlE  
 
H I S T O R I C  P O I N T 
CHAUTAUqUA .  Cha rm ing 
3BR-2Ba Cottage w/lg deck and 
shed. Tennis court, beach, play-
ground. Dock available. $172,500. 
330-714-3095, 330-877-9426

W E S T F I E L D  H O M E  F O R 
SALE: 2 story colonial, 4 bed-
rooms, 2.5 baths, hardwood 
floors, wood burning fireplace, 
attached 2 car garage. Beautifully 
landscaped 3/4 acre village lot. 
$195,000. 716-326-3781 or see 
ForSaleByOwner.com

 miScEllANEOuS  
BIGFOOT: My name is Peter 
Wiemer and our family owns 
We Wan Chu Cottages. I cre-
ated the Chautauqua Lake 
Bigfoot Expo as a Tour ism 
Special Event two years ago. 
Since then, I have had 14 eye-
witnesses to a bigfoot sighting 
here in Chautauqua County 
come forward to me resolving 
themselves of knowing they 
saw a bigfoot but was afraid to 
talk about it to anyone publicly. 
Watch the only eyewitness, 
which agreed to be videoed at 
ChautauquaLakeBigfoot.com

 
 REAl EStAtE
CHAUTAUqUA AREA REAL 
ESTATE: Office - St.Elmo #101 
Chautauqua, Ny 14722. 716-357-
3566. Toll Free 800-507-5005. 
www.chautauquaarea.com, 
care@chautauquaarea.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AIRPORT TRANSFERS. Pick 
up and return. Lowest prices on 
lake. Phone Greg 814-598-6071

 
 
S TA M P  C O L L E C T I O N S / 
A C C U M U L AT I O N S .  U.S. /
Foreign. Will travel to appraise. 
Chautauqua’s Stamp Professor. 
904-315-5482

 
 
OPEN HOUSE Sat 6/29 10:00-
12:00 38 Waugh (Multiweek 
Rental)

COLLINGWOOD 11 FOSTER 
O n e  a n d  T h re e  B e d ro o m 
Apartments. All Amentities (Gas 
Grills, Canoe, Kayak) carolcol-
lins53@gmail.com 716-570-4283 
Open for viewing Saturday 10-12

DROOM, 2 BATH, modern, well 
furnished, fully equipped, huge 
sleeping and dining porch, A/C, 
heat, DW, W&D, cable, wifi, park-
ing, weeks 1, 2 and 3, 42 foster. 
jimorris@morristrust.net, (716) 
490-1659
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Difficulty Level 6/27

The Cornelia Chason 
Miller Memorial Fund spon-
sors today’s morning lecture 
with Jennifer J. Wiseman. 

Cornelia Chason Miller 
was born in 1907, daughter 
of dr. Gordon Chason and 
Mary Kornegay Chason. 
Mary Kornegay Chason had 
a deep love and apprecia-
tion for education and cul-
ture so she and young Cor-
nelia would journey from 
Bainbridge, Ga., to Chautau-

qua institution for summer 
sessions. 

since her early childhood, 
Cornelia seized every op-
portunity to learn. she trav-
eled many european coun-
tries and graduated from 
Ward Belmont and Cincin-
nati Conservatory. she had 
a beautiful voice and ap-
peared in Broadway plays 
for five years, including Of 
Thee I Sing, George Gersh-
win’s first musical comedy 

to win a Pulitzer Prize. she 
married Herbert Miller in 
1933 a prominent Georgia 
lawyer. They had a son, Gor-
don Miller, and a daughter, 
Mary Miller Beggerow.

Cornelia was very active 
— a charter member of her 
Book Club, choir and many 
organization. she loved 
gardening and became an 
expert on camellias. Her 
yard boasted more than 230 
varieties she planted from 

seedlings. she would be de-
lighted to know this gift has 
been made so others can also 
share the Chautauqua expe-
rience.

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility of 
establishing an endowment to 
support the lecture program or 
another aspect of Chautauqua’s 
program, please contact Karen 
Blozie, director of gift planning, 
at 357-6244 or email her at 
kblozie@ciweb.org. 

Miller Fund supports Wiseman morning lecture

wANtEd

2014 SEASON

tRANSpORtAtiON

FOR SAlE

SERvicES

hElp wANtEd

Letters PoLicy
The Chautauquan Daily 
welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters should 
be typed or printed, 
double-spaced, no more 
than 350 words and 
are subject to editing. 
Letters must include 
writer’s signature and 
typed or printed name, 
address and telephone 
number for verification. 
Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory 
or libelous statements 
will not be published. 

Submit letters to:
Matt Ewalt, editor 
mewalt@ciweb.org 
The Chautauquan Daily  
PO Box 1095 
Chautauqua, NY 14722

   » on the grounds

starry

Roxana PoP | Staff PhotograPher

Aiden Plumb, 6, and his 
mother, Mary Plumb, of 

Mayville, N.Y., attend NASA 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

engineer Kobie Boykins 
Thursday morning in the 

Amphitheater. Boykins spoke 
about Mars exploration 

and the Mars Science 
Laboratory, and brought 
three examples of Mars 

rover wheels for the 
audience to view.
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V i s u a l  a r t s

Paige cooPerstein
Staff Writer

the “abstraction in amer-
ica” exhibition series is Don 
Kimes’ baby. 

Kimes, artistic director of 
Visual arts at Chautauqua 
institution, started a rela-
tionship two years ago with 
the albright-Knox art Gal-
lery in Buffalo, N.Y. Kimes, 
an abstract painter himself, 
worked with the gallery to 
bring a trilogy of shows il-
lustrating america’s history 
of abstract art to the institu-
tion, one show each season 
for three years in a row.

The third and final in-
stallment of “abstraction in 
america,” featuring works 
from albright-Knox’s perma-
nent collection, opened last 
sunday. the exhibition, along 
with the 56th Chautauqua 
annual Exhibition of Con-
temporary art and “Wood: 
On and Off the Wall,” is dis-
played in strohl art Center.

Janne sirén, who served as 
the juror for the 56th annu-
al, said he once jumped out 
of an airplane for the Finnish 
air Force, but he said he has 
still never encountered any-
thing more dangerous than 
the life of an artist.

Being an abstract artist 
can be especially dangerous.

“Even though abstraction is 
probably the major american 
contribution to the visual arts 
in the 20th century,” Kimes 
said, “i still hear people make 
comments like, ‘Oh, a 5-year-
old could’ve done that.’ ”

upstairs in strohl, almost 
hidden behind the wood 
show, sits an alcove filled 
with abstract art from the 
1990s to the present. Kimes 
explained abstract art’s evo-
lution, which he wanted to 
tell in three parts at the in-
stitution.

Part i covered the 1940s 
through the 6́0s, when ab-
stract expressionism spread 
in america and artists ex-

perimented relentlessly. Part 
ii traced abstraction’s matu-
ration through the 1970s, as 
the style mellowed. Part iii 
examines abstraction in the 
globally connected world.

“this show is sort of the 
‘post-isms’ show,” Kimes 
said. “We haven’t had an 
‘-ism’ in art in 20 years. the 
thing that’s different now is 
our total access to informa-
tion across the board. it’s so 
much more pluralistic.”

“abstraction in america, 
part iii” has many admirers. 
ira Cooperman, a seasoned 
Chautauquan who has now 
seen all three abstraction 
shows, especially enjoyed a 
small canvas titled “4.7.99” by 
sean scully. it features rows 
of squares painted in yellow, 
orange and red watercolors.

“it takes a while to 
get used to abstract art,” 
Cooperman said, “but one 
of the beautiful things is that 
the art is whatever you see, 
whatever you put into it. it’s 

not representational.”
Cooperman enjoys visit-

ing the art galleries on the 
grounds because he believes 
in exposing himself to all four 
of the institution’s pillars: ed-
ucation, religion, recreation 
and, of course, the arts.

Quinn McNichol, a paint-
ing student at the institu-
tion, visited strohl just a few 
hours after moving into her 

studio at the school of art. 
in “abstraction,” she really 
enjoyed Orly Genger’s large 
lithograph, “What it all 
Comes Down to.” the piece 
spanned the length of her 
outstretched arms.

“Far away, you just see all 
the lines,” McNichol said. 
“But up close, i like the col-
lection of forms overlapping. 
they look like arms.”

George and Marcia  
reifsnyder also spent a good 
portion of time in front of 
Genger’s lithograph. the  
reifsnyders hadn’t been 
to the first two abstraction 
shows, but the couple was 
drawn to the gallery’s open-
ing reception.

“it’s wonderful to have 
art around like this,” Marcia 
said. “We’re art appreciators.”

Paige cooPerstein
Staff Writer

Call sharon louden an 
artist. she makes prints, large 
installation pieces and sculp-
tures and has received com-
missions for public art. loud-
en also paints, draws and has 
organized a screening at the 
National Gallery of Art in 
Washington, D.C., featuring 
abstract animation and film 
from 1970 to today. Her lat-
est animation — she scans 
her brush strokes into a com-
puter and her colleague Brian 
Clyne helps fabricate the ani-
mation in programs such as 
After Effects or Flash — will 
premiere at the National Gal-
lery in september.

“i’m 49 years old and it 
took me almost 30 years to 
get that out of my system,” 
louden said, “the idea that i 
had to identify as a [certain] 
type of artist.”

louden’s lecture at 7 p.m. 
tonight in the Hultquist Cen-
ter, as part of the Visual arts 
at Chautauqua institution’s 
Visual arts lecture series, 
will look at her work and pro-
cess “from inside the studio, 
out.” she will show examples 
of her art, discussing how her 
work with different media 
has spurred her creative prac-
tice and made her especially 
productive.

Just before arriving at 
Chautauqua institution, 

louden spent two-and-a-
half weeks at the salina art 
Center in Kansas, where she 
produced approximately 31 
sculptures. after teaching 
the institution’s art students 
— lots of collage will figure 
into her drawing class — she 
will return to salina to sculpt 
some more.

Don Kimes, VaCi’s artistic 
director, first hired Louden 
to teach at the school of art 
in 1992, just after she earned 
her Master of Fine arts at 
Yale University. He invited 
louden back this year in part 
to share her open approach to 
art. 

“She doesn’t fit into a spe-
cific boundary,” Kimes said, 
“and i think that’s one of the 

important lessons for a stu-
dent to learn.”

louden shares that edu-
cational philosophy. she 
described all the potential 
crossovers in art genres, such 
as a painter who adds three-
dimensional elements to a 
canvas.

“in school, you have to 
be open to all possibilities,” 
she said before her lesson 
at Monday night’s drawing 
marathon.

Each year, the art students’ 
first activity is the drawing 
marathon, a two-day stretch 
during which students draw 
for nearly 12 hours each day. 
lois Jubeck, VaCi’s manag-
ing director, described the 
marathon as the first great 

bonding experience for the 
student artists. regardless of 
their artistic emphasis, all of 
the roughly 30 students cram 
into a wooden room, angle 
their easels and draw for two 
hours at a time.

louden’s lesson at the 
marathon focused on fast, 
aggressive figure drawing. 
the model held poses for 
only 10 seconds at a time. 
the goal was for students to 
move from figure drawing to 
abstraction, using the model 
as a base. louden bounded 
through the maze of easels, 
gesturing madly as she dem-
onstrated how the students 
should focus on translating 
the weight-bearing parts of 
the model’s body to their pa-
pers.

“she’s really excited and 
energetic about educating 
artists,” Kimes said.

At the New York Academy 
of art, louden teaches pro-

fessional practice, essentially 
helping artists understand 
how to make a living from 
their work. 

in 1991, louden graduated 
from Yale with $115,000 of 
debt. she has since settled all 
her student loans by selling 
her artwork and has become 
passionate about teaching 
emerging professional artists 
how to sustain a creative life. 
Part of her job at the academy 
includes staging discussions 
with working artists about 
how they live and work.

louden became so inter-
ested in providing a sustain-
ability roadmap for up-and-
coming artists that she edited 
a book of essays to that end. 
Living and Sustaining a Creative 
Life, her first book, due out in 
October, features essays by 
40 working artists. louden 
wanted to let artists tell their 
own stories about making 
money as an artist. in addi-

tion to gallery representation, 
the book covers the daily 
grind of creating, networking 
and marketing your work.

after discussing her art-
work, louden will wrap up 
her lecture with the same 
subjects her book touches 
upon. she hopes her lecture 
will serve as a way for her to 
meet Chautauquans. louden 
plans to use her time at the 
institution to converse, teach, 
read and write. after such a 
concentrated period of pro-
duction, like she’s just had, 
she counts herself exhausted. 
she looks forward to her time 
at the institution as a way to 
gain some objectivity about 
the artistic life.

“i’d love to meet everybody 
who’s here who has questions 
and wants to engage in dia-
logue,” louden said. “i’m so 
interested in that, not only as 
an artist but as an educator.”

Louden to share importance of working in varied media

Benjamin Hoste | Staff 

VACI finishes three-year series with
examples from past two decades

An untitled piece by Heather McGill appears in the foreground and several mixed-media pieces by Ani 
Hoovers hang in the background in a portion of the Visual Arts at Chautauqua Institution exhibition 
“Abstraction in America, part III,” now on display at Strohl Art Center.

Sharon Louden, a visiting multimedia artist, demonstrates during a 
figure-drawing class on Monday at the School of Art. Louden also 
served as a visiting artist at the School of Art 21 years ago.

Benjamin Hoste | StAff PhotogrAPher

Brian smitH | StAff PhotogrAPher

Modern ‘AbstrAction’



!"#$%&'% ()$%*)"+,"+-+".%/"012%% 3405"26%7+.$%'86%'9&:

! ; <=;>?

F
FRIDAY

JUNE 28

7:00 (7–11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Paul Lukasik 
(Vipassana Meditation.) Donation. 
Bring gate pass. Main Gate Welcome 
Center Conference Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the  
Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 Nature Walk. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Jack Gulvin, BTG naturalist. 
Meet under green awning at lake 
side of Smith Wilkes Hall.

9:00 Men’s Club Speaker Series. 
“Understanding the Universe” Steve 
Tigner, leader of the Winter Classics 
Series. United Methodist House

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “The  
Strange Case of Arabella Young.” 
The Rev. Thomas Tewell, dir. of 
faith-based programs, Cousins 
Family Foundation. Amphitheater

9:15 Biblical Heroes Revisited! 
(Programmed by Chabad Lubavitch 
of Chautauqua.) Esther Vilenkin. 
Alumni Hall Library Room

10:00 Voice Master Class. (School of 
Music.) Marlena Malas. McKnight Hall

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Jennifer J. Wiseman, 
director, Dialogue on Science, Ethics 
and Religion, American Association 
for the Advancement of Science; 
senior project scientist for the 
Hubble Space Telescope, NASA. 
Amphitheater

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture.  
(Programmed by the Writers’  
Center.) “On Fire For Research.” 
Philip Gerard, prose writer-in-
residence. Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Challah Baking. (Programmed by 
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 
Everett Jewish Life Center Porch

12:15 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

12:30 Jum’a/Muslim Prayer and 
Discussion. Hall of Christ

12:45 Catholic Community Seminar 
Series. “From Francis of Assisi and 
John XXIII.” Rev. Anthony DiPalma. 
Campus Minister and Instructor of 
Italian Language at Georgian Court 
University. Methodist House Chapel

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
James Miller, Lisa Sideris and Mary 
Evelyn Tucker. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 (2-5) Mah Jongg. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Membership available at the door. 
Women’s Clubhouse

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

3:30 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture 
Series. “Chautauqua Caught on 
Film.” Jon Schmitz, Institution 
archivist and historian. Hall of Christ

3:30 (3:30-5) Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Dept. of 
Religion.) Facilitator-led group 
discussions. No fee, but sign 
up required at 2 p.m. Interfaith 
Lectures. Locations to be 
announced

4:00 (4-5:30) Piano Performance Class. 
(School of Music.) Fee. Sherwood-
Marsh Studios

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:00 CLSC Trustees Meeting. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) Alumni Hall Kate 
Kimball Room

4:15 Purple Martin Chat. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin, BTG naturalist. Purple 
Martin houses between Sports Club 
and Miller Bell Tower

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcome the Sabbath.” Service 
led by Rabbi John Bush; Joanna 
Bush, soloist. Miller Bell Tower (Pier 
Building in case of rain)

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing at 
Sunday worship services.)  
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

7:00 Visual Arts Lecture Series. Sharon 
Louden, Multimedia Artist, Faculty 
NY Academy of Art. Hultquist Center

8:00 THEATER. Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. 
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets 
at Main Gate Welcome Center or 
Colonnade lobby ticket offices and 45 
minutes before curtain at the Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

8:15 SPECIAL. Steve Martin and  
The Steep Canyon Rangers 
featuring Edie Brickell. 
Amphitheate

Sa
SATURDAY 
JUNE 29

7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market.

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

9:30 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Service. Rabbi John Bush. Joanna 
Bush, soloist. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary

9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Kiddush to follow at 12:30 
at the Everett Jewish Life Center

12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center 

12:30 (12:30–2:30) Social Bridge. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) For men and 
women. Women’s Clubhouse

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

3:00 LECTURE. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Contemporary Issues Forum. “Sticks 
and Stones: Defeating the Culture 
of Bullying and Rediscovering the 
Power of Character and Empathy.” 
Emily Bazelon, author, Sticks and 
Stones. Hall of Philosophy

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

BIKE BOARD
A Bike Board is located 

in front of the Bike Rent 

on Massey Avenue 

with information on 

group rides planned 

for the day or week. If 

you would like to invite 

others to join, please 

provide the date, time 

and destination. 

   » ON THE GROUNDS

BENJAMIN HOSTE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Retired NASA astronaut Story Musgrave, the only person to have !own on all "ve of NASA’s space 
shuttles, presents the Family Entertainment Series program Wednesday evening in the Amphitheater.

6:00 THEATER. Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
( Opening. Reserved seating; 

purchase tickets at Main Gate 

Welcome Center or Colonnade lobby 

ticket offices and 45 minutes before 

curtain at the Bratton kiosk.) Bratton 

Theater

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 

(Two rehearsals required to sing at 

Sunday worship services.) Elizabeth 

S. Lenna Hall

6:45 Pre-Chautauqua Symphony 

Orchestra Concert Lecture. Lee 

Spear. Hurlbut Church Sanctuary

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA.

(Broadcast live on WNED-FM). 
Christopher Seaman, guest 

conductor; Andrew von Oeyen, 

piano. Amphitheater 

Pomp and Circumstance,  
No. 4 Op. 39 in G Major

Edward Elgar

 

Op. 73 in E-Flat Major “Emperor” 

Ludwig van Beethoven 

 

Op. 73 in D Major 

Johannes Brahms

ROCKET MAN


	1_6.28.13
	2_6.25.13
	3_62813
	4_6.28.13
	5_62813_web
	6_62813_web
	7_62813
	08_62813
	09_62813
	10_62813
	11_62813
	12_62713_web

