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Chapin, Taylor to take Amp stage

Young Readers wrap up season with ‘Flora and Ulysses’

Zachary LLoyd
Staff Writer

In a 2011 report 
to the acting sur-
geon general of the 
United States, now-
Acting U.S. Deputy 
Surgeon General, 
Rear Adm. Scott 
Giberson, outlined 
the challenges to access that are evi-
dent in today’s health care system 
and provided a potential answer to 
overcoming them. 

At 10:45 a.m. today in the Amphi-
theater, Giberson will be speaking on 
the topic of interprofessional practice 
as a health care delivery model.

In the report, “Improving Pa-
tient and Health System Outcomes 

through Advanced Pharmacy Prac-
tice,” Giberson emphasized the need 
for collaboration between health 
sectors and professionals to catalyze 
a paradigm shift from a focus on 
health care to a focus on health.

“The burdens of our health care 
system will necessitate collabora-
tion,” Giberson said. “Many new 
and innovative models have evi-
dence-based data that demonstrate 
improved outcomes when working 
as a health care team. Realizing that 
the burdens on the health system 
— such as chronic care, increasing 
costs and access — have changed 
over the years, collaboration only 
enhances the possibility of it being 
successful.”

Giberson’s lecture will delve into 
some of the specifics of his report 

in regard to changes that must be 
made if interprofessional practice 
can effectively occur. These chang-
es include inspiring innovation in 
areas like health education, shift-
ing the system’s focus to American 
health, and providing a model for a 
new delivery system that improves 
the health care experience.

Having worked as a clinical phar-
macist in the past, Giberson under-
stands the capabilities of American 
pharmacists and their potential to 
play a much larger role in the de-
livery of patient care. In addition to 
working as a clinical pharmacist, he 
has also held the roles of mid-level 
provider, senior public health advi-
sor, senior medical program officer, 
and director of commissioned corps 
headquarters, according to his bio is-

sued by the Surgeon General’s Office.
Giberson has been around much 

of the health care circuit; the job of 
an acting deputy surgeon general 
revolves around communicating 
with the public about scientific in-
formation regarding health.

“My job, in support of the acting 
surgeon general, is in fact to articu-
late the best available scientific in-
formation to the public regarding 
ways to improve personal health 
and the health of the nation,” Gib-
erson said. “The most effective way 
may vary depending on the health 
issue under discussion and the tar-
get audience. Health-related topics 
are very diverse, just like our Amer-
ican communities.”

Giberson, acting deputy U.S. surgeon general, 
emphasizes need for health care collaboration

GIberson

See giberSon, Page 4

Alexander 
to discuss 
near-death 
experience
quinn keLLey
Staff Writer

As a neurosurgeon, Eben 
Alexander used to have a 
materialist view of the physi-
cal realm. After a near-death 
experience, however, Alex-
ander believes the brain does 
not produce consciousness.

Alexander, author of 
2012’s Proof of Heaven: A Neu-
rosurgeon’s Journey into the Af-
terlife, will give a lecture at 2 
p.m. today in the Hall of Phi-
losophy titled “Conscious-
ness and the Near-Death 
Experience.” Week Nine’s 
Interfaith Lecture theme is 
“From Here to Hereafter: 
Facing Death with Hope and 
Courage.”

In Proof of Heaven, Alex-
ander chronicles his encoun-
ters with mystical figures 
after bacterial meningitis left 
him in a coma. 

This experience trans-
formed Alexander’s under-
standing of consciousness 
from strictly scientific to 
spiritual.

The only thing anyone 
truly knows is that his or her 
consciousness exists, but the 
“hard problem of conscious-
ness” illuminates how neu-
roscience is far from being 
able to explain how the brain 
can give rise to conscious-
ness, Alexander said. 

See AleXAnder, Page 4

sara toth
Assistant Editor

The Taylors are “a great 
family in American music,” 
Tom Chapin said. 

The Chapins are too, for 
that matter.

“We share a similar sense 
about the musicality of our 
families,” echoed Livingston 
Taylor. “It’s only in adulthood 
that I find that other families 
don’t carry that music.”

Taylor and Chapin both 
grew up in musical families 
— and are both the younger 
brothers of famous musicians 

(James and Harry, respective-
ly). But they’re both respected 
musicians in their own right, 
and at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the  
Amphitheater, the singer-
songwriters will be returning 
to Chautauqua Institution 
for an evening Chapin hopes 
will be “a sing-along folk fes-
tival.” 

They’ll be joined on stage 
by the Jammin’ Divas, a tradi-
tional and contemporary folk 
group whose members hail 
from Ireland, Australia and 
the United States.

See chApin/tAylor, Page 4

TAYLOR

JAMMIN’ DIVAS CHAPIN

Zainab kandeh
Staff Writer

His chest may be missing patches 
of fur from an accident with a wiz-
ard vacuum — and the emblem-
atic, glowing “S” — but Ulysses the 
squirrel is a superhero. 

With super strength, the ability 
to fly and poetry that makes one’s 
heart flutter as fast as his tail, Ulyss-
es not only saves the day, but also 
wins the hearts of all who come to 
know him.

This week’s CLSC Young Readers 
selection is Kate DiCamillo’s New-
bery winning Flora and Ulysses: The 
Illuminated Adventures, a novel in 
which young readers meet Flora, a 
self-professed cynic, and her amaz-

ing squirrel, Ulysses. 
The tale weaves cartoons, humor 

and mystery into a narrative of love, 
thereby making Flora and Ulysses a 
book the whole family can enjoy.

At 4:15 p.m. today in the CPOA 
Dog Park, adjacent to the Turner 
Community Center, young readers 
and their families are encouraged to 
bring their well-behaved dogs — or 
a photo of their animals — and their 
imaginations to share stories of ad-
ventures that they have had with 
their pets.

“We create voices for our pets,” 
said Matt Ewalt, associate director of 
education and youth services. “We 
create back stories for them, and they 
become part of our family. We attach 
these kind of human characteristics 

to them. That is another form of sto-
rytelling. … It’s still tapping into that 
imagination, and it’s those moments 
as a family that you’re connecting in 
very creative ways that can be won-
derful to share with one another. I so 
thoroughly enjoyed this book that it 
just got me so excited about not only 
the program, but also just sensing 
the kind of joy kids on the grounds 
would have reading and talking 
about the book.”

In DiCamillo’s book, Flora has an 
affinity for comics, especially The Il-
luminated Adventures of the Amazing 
Incandesto! and its companion, Terri-
ble Things Can Happen to You!, a series 
she and her father used to read with 
her before her parents divorced. 

See dicAmillo, Page 4
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news from around the grounds

Briefly

AA/Al-Anon Meeting
There will be an open AA/Al-Anon Meeting at 12:30 

p.m. today in Hurlbut Church parlor. 
Blue-green algae on Chautauqua Lake; possible beach closings

The presence of blue-green algae on Chautauqua 
Lake may lead to beach closings through the remainder 
of the season. All people and pets should avoid the wa-
ter when beaches are closed. notices will be posted at 
affected beaches, and beachgoers are encouraged to call 
the head lifeguard office at 716-357-6350 for current condi-
tions at any beach. Daily hours for  Children’s Beach and 
Pier Beach are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Through Sunday, any day 
beaches are closed, swimmers with a valid gate pass will 
be granted free access to the Turner Community Center 
pool after checking in at the fitness center reception desk.  
Hours are 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. weekdays, 
7 to 11 a.m. and noon to 4 p.m. Saturdays and 7 to 11 a.m. 
Sundays. Call 716-357-6430 for more information.
Tree removal this week

Following an assessment, Forecon, the nationally recog-
nized professional forestry management firm based in Fal-
coner, has recommended the immediate removal of a num-
ber of trees on the grounds. Today and Thursday this week, 
weather permitting, a contractor will remove several trees 
along Massey Avenue, from Janes to Cookman and in front 
of the everett Jewish Life Center. At certain points during 
the work, Massey will be closed. Chautauqua’s grounds 
staff will replace the removed trees in the near future. 
Chautauqua Dialogues

Chautauqua Dialogues take place from 3:30 to 5 p.m. on 
Friday. sign up today before or after the 2 p.m. Interfaith 
Lecture at the Hall of Philosophy to participate in one of 
these small group discussions. 
Open houses for available rentals, properties for sale

Lists of real estate open houses are available at the Visi-
tors Center on Bestor Plaza. Open houses for properties for 
sale take place Tuesdays; open houses for available rentals, 
Wednesdays. Real estate agents will be posted at proper-
ties. Gate passes for real estate open houses are available 
at the Will Call window in the Main Gate Welcome Center.
CLSC Alumni Association Docent Tours 

Docents will be available this afternoon at 1:15 p.m. for 
tours of both Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall and Pio-
neer Hall. Come and learn more about the amazing his-
tory of the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle and 
the historic banners in the Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall, and see the many artifacts from the CLsC Class of 
1882 in Pioneer Hall. There is something new for you to 
learn or see today in Chautauqua’s sacred Grove.
Bird Tree & Garden Club news

Meet nature guide Caroline Van Kirk Bissell at 4:15 p.m. 
today at smith Wilkes Hall for a Bat Chat. All are welcome.
Short Story Discussion

Come at 9:15 a.m. Saturday to the Smith Library class-
room to discuss several very short stories by Lydia Davis 
from her 2014 collection, Can’t and Won’t. Copies of the sto-
ries are available at the library circulation desk. Free and 
open to all; sponsored by smith Memorial Library.
PFLAG

students from the Gay-straight Alliance at Fredonia 
University will discuss their work at 6:45 p.m. Thursday at 
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 6 Bliss. This event 
is sponsored by the Chautauqua Chapter of Parents, Fam-
ily and Friends of Lesbians and Gays and the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship. All are welcome.
No Science Group presentation

The CLsC Alumni Association science Group will not host 
a presentation at its usual time in the Hall of Christ today.

quinn kelley
staff writer

spending summers at 
Chautauqua Institution 
when he was growing up, 
Jared Jacobsen was inundat-
ed with American music — 
fitting for “the most Ameri-
can place in America.”

Jacobsen, Chautauqua In-
stitution organist, will bring 
pieces with an American 
flavor to the season’s last 
Massey Memorial Organ 
mini-concert at 12:15 p.m. 
today in the Amphitheater. 
The program is titled “With 
an American Accent.”

“For me, it’s an embar-
rassment of riches because 
there’s so many pieces I’m 
dying to play and there’s not 
enough time,” he said.

Most people gravitate 
to music by dead compos-
ers because it’s comfortable; 

Jacobsen, however, said he 
has always been interested 
in music written in his life-
time. Today, he will perform 
works by friends, acquain-
tances and people he re-
veres, all the while paying 
respects to the music that 
former Institution organ-
ist Robert Woodside intro-
duced to him.

“I’ve sought out especial-
ly music written by people 
in my own time and place,” 
he said. “It’s kind of an hom-
age, in a way, to growing up 
here. It’s an homage to this 
location — the geography of 
this instrument in this great 
American place.”

One such piece is “Air” by 
Gerre Hancock, with whom 
Jacobsen crossed paths 
many times growing up. 
Hancock wrote “Air” for his 
wife, Judith, also an organist 
and performer.

“It showcases the quieter, 
colorful stops of the organ,” 
Jacobsen said. “‘Air’ is one of 
my go-to pieces when I want 
to get settled down in my 
own head.”

Jacobsen will also show-
case Charles Ives’ “Varia-
tions on ‘America,’ ” as well 
as the “$50 chords” of his 
friend Robert Hebble, who 
incorporated flavors of 
the Jazz Age, sergei Rach-
maninoff and Igor Stravin-

sky into his music. Hebble 
wrote the music for the 
opening of Garden Grove, 
California’s Crystal Cathe-
dral, a piece titled “Herald-
ings,” that Jacobsen will 
bring to Chautauqua. The 
trumpets in the Crystal Ca-
thedral send sound spin-
ning over the congregation, 
an effect Jacobsen hopes to 
replicate in the Amp.

“You can be like a cowboy 
in there with a lasso … you 
can do that with a sound in 
there,” Jacobsen said. “I can 
set sounds spinning over 
peoples’ heads.”

Jacobsen will also play a 
new piece by Carol Williams, 
who occupies the bench Ja-
cobsen once claimed as san 
Diego’s civic organist, titled 
“Non Fat Latte.”

“[It] is just a romp,” Jacob-
sen said. “It’s kind of fun, it’s 
jazzy, it’s got very driving 
rhythms. It uses the organ 
extremely well.

Jacobsen to bring 
songs ‘with an 
American accent’ to 
Massey mini-concert

YI-CHIN LEE | Multimedia Editor
The Massey Memorial Organ 
is an important part of the 
Chautauqua community, and it 
certainly has been significant 
to Jared Jacobsen’s life as 
well. Jacobsen, 65, has been 
coming to Chautauqua for 
60 years, and he has been 
the Chautauqua organist 
for 16 years. In the video 
accompanying this story 
at chqdaily.com, Jacobsen 
shares what it’s like to be an 
organist and how the Massey 
Organ changed his life.

ShAPerS OF YOuNG MiNDS

Provided photo

The 2014 Children’s School staff gathers on the school’s new jungle gym.

SCAN here
OR USE THIS LINK: 
http://goo.gl/P5sSbC

 » on the grounds

bicycle safety rules
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operation condition and  
  shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling   
  device, a rear reflector and a headlight. operators under 14  
  years of age must wear a new York state-required helmet. 
 2. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths  
  reserved for pedestrian use. 
 3. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and  
  prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph. 
 4. Bicyclists shall always give the right of way to pedestrians. 
 5. In accord with new York state law, bicyclists shall observe  
  all traffic signs and signals (for example, stop signs, one-way  
  streets) 
 

Parents must ensure 
that their children ride 
responsibly by enforcing the 
rules and by setting a good 
example.
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2014 CHAUTAUQUA  
HEALTH CARE FORUM 

Wednesday, Aug. 19 

In addition to the traditional morning and afternoon 
lectures, Chautauqua Institution offers a series of 
special presentations this week designed to further 
engage Chautauquans on issues pertaining to the 
week’s theme, “Health Care: From Bench to Bedside.”

“Mobility and Function in Elder Years” 
Joshua A. Tuck, D.O., MS (Med Ed), orthopedic 
surgeon and sports medicine specialist 
8:30 a.m. — Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

Joshua A. Tuck, D.O., MS (Med Ed), is an Orthopedic 
Surgeon and Sports Medicine Specialist who recently 
joined the LECOM Sports and Orthopedic Medicine group 
in Erie, Pa. He is an adjunct faculty member of LECOM and 
a former lieutenant commander (flight surgeon) in the U.S. 
Navy. He completed a residency in Orthopedic Surgery 
at MCH/LECOM, where he won the 2011 American 
Osteopathic Foundation’s Outstanding Resident of the 
Year Award. 

“Women’s Health in an aging population” 
Danielle Hansen, DO, MS (Med Ed), specialist in 
internal medicine and geriatrics 
12:30 p.m. — Athenaeum Hotel Parlor

Danielle Hansen, DO, MS (Med Ed), graduated from 
the Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine and is 
a specialist in internal medicine and geriatrics with the 
LECOM Institute For Successful Aging in Erie. She is vice 
president of Acute Care Services and Quality/Performance 
Improvement at Millcreek Community Hospital (MCH) 
and a clinical assistant professor of internal medicine at 
LECOM. She is board certified by the American College 
of Osteopathic Internists and possesses a Certificate of 
Added Qualifications in Geriatric Medicine.

“Successful Aging” 
James Lin, D.O., MS (Med Ed), Vice President 
of Senior Services and Adult Living, Millcreek 
Community Hospital, and Clinical Professor of 
Geriatric Medicine, LECOM 
3:30 p.m. — Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

James Lin, D.O., MS (Med Ed), is a 2002 graduate 
of LECOM and a 2007 graduate of LECOM’s Master 
of Science in Medical Education program. He is vice 
president of Senior Services and Adult Living at Millcreek 
Community Hospital and a Clinical Professor of Geriatric 
Medicine at LECOM. He is board certified in internal 
medicine by the American Board of Osteopathic Internal 
Medicine. 

DEbOrAH TrEfTS
Staff Writer

When Mimi Gallo spoke 
before the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club in 2012 on 
“Wild Women Artists,” she 
introduced her audience to 
two independent and uncon-
ventional european painters 
during the final third of the 
19th century.

At 9 a.m. on Thursday at 
the CWC House, Gallo will 
conclude the 2014 Chautau-
qua speaks series with a pre-
sentation on “Women of the 
Impressionists,” which will 
continue to spotlight artists; 
in this case, it will be four 
French and three American 
Impressionists.

Gallo plans to highlight 
and compare two of these 
women in particular — the 
Parisian painter Berthe 
Morisot, 1841–1895, and the 
American painter Mary Cas-
satt, 1844–1926.

According to Gallo, Mor-
isot is considered to have 
been the quintessential Im-
pressionist.

Cassatt’s best work, ac-
cording to key art critics, 
was the body of prints she 
made using a difficult tech-
nique that she and edgar De-
gas developed by hand.

Gallo searched widely for 
references, crossing the At-
lantic for French art history 
books and other resources. 
she said that she also dug 
deep for the information she 
will present, some of which 
cannot be found in art his-
tory books.

Gallo attended north-
western University and 
majored in advertising and 
marketing. After returning 
to northeastern Ohio where 
she had grown up, Gallo’s 
faculty for fundraising be-
gan to be noticed. she was 
called upon to design an art 
appreciation program for 
fourth-graders in Chagrin 
Falls, Ohio. Using a program 
from California as a base-
line, Gallo soon realized that 
her pilot was comprised of 
an odd assortment of artists 
that didn’t fit with Chagrin’s 
fourth-grade curriculum. 

so she approached a large 
art museum nearby for guid-
ance. It turned her down, 
she said, since she wasn’t 

a trained art historian or 
teacher.

The museum’s response 
didn’t sit well with Gallo. 
she knew that it had worked 
with a friend who also lacked 
such training. And by then 
she had begun attending 
summer school classes on 
art history and was already 
thinking: “I could do that; I 
could teach,” she said.

she’d also started collabo-
rating with Annette Lowe, 
a teacher who had taken 
master’s-level courses in art, 
in order to align Gallo’s art 
program with Chagrin’s cur-
riculum.

Crossing Ohio to Michi-
gan, Gallo entered another 
major art museum in search 
of advice. There, she said, 
she was told that the pilot 
materials were rubbish and 
she should stop. she told the 
museum she’d keep at it any-
way. The museum caved and 
cooperated.

Gallo has since immersed 
herself in art, art history and 
their broader implications 
and applications. By year 
two, she and Lowe had be-
gun writing their own ma-
terial. They soon formed the 
nonprofit Art Partner to cus-
tomize art appreciation to fit 
the academic curriculum.

“It was fun,” Gallo said. “I 
really enjoyed it.” 

Rather than teach “true 
art history” the way art his-
torians are trained to do 
— by time period — Gallo 
said that her approach was 
theme-oriented.

For example, one of her 
themes is the incorporation 
of art into math and science. 
she has used paintings cre-

ated by the Dutch artist Piet 
Mondrian to demonstrate 
how a tree can be simpli-
fied into two masses of col-
ors, which evolve into two 
squares and colors, whose 
squares and angles can be 
measured.

“The kids realize that 
art is not as simple as they 
thought,” Gallo said. “Mon-
drian had to do all that 
measuring first. In teach-
ing children about painting, 
you can teach them about so 
many other things. First of 
all, you teach them appre-
ciation. Then about how to 
look at a painting and make 
deductions about the time 
period in history, such as 
from what they’re wearing. 
especially with computers 
and information coming so 
fast, people no longer take 
the time to look, yet looking 
and deduction are important 
for science.”

Once Gallo and Lowe be-
gan conducting in-service 
training programs for el-
ementary school teachers, 
they were asked if they also 
taught adults. so Gallo be-
gan teaching a special stud-
ies class on the grounds.

“I teach art out of the box,“ 
Gallo said. “It’s all around 
art, artists, paintings. But it’s 
really about history and time 
frames.” 

Because so much of what 
she was incorporating into 
her training and art appreci-
ation programs was Ameri-
can history, Gallo traveled to 
Washington, D.C., to conduct 
research at the smithsonian 
and the national Museum of 
Women in the Arts. In time, 
she focused increasingly on 

native American history as 
painted by American artists, 
and on women artists.

When she and Lowe first 
started, Gallo said, their only 
resource about women art-
ists was one book from the 
national Museum of Women 
in the Arts. Although many 
more books can be found 
now, small museums show 
more women artists than do 
large museums. While the 
latter may have many pieces 
in storage, she said they ex-
hibit very few paintings and 
sculptures by women.

“I have been exploring 
women’s studies from a dif-
ferent aspect,” Gallo said. 
“I’ve been blown away by the 
number of women who sup-
ported themselves with art 
in the 1400s.” 

Gallo to paint new impression of female artists

rachael le goubin | Staff Photographer

Mimi Gallo will discuss “Women of the Impressionists” at 9 a.m. Thursday at the Chautauqua Women’s Club.
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giberson said some of 
the most important health-
related	 topics	 affecting	
Americans come as a result 
of individual decisions. 

He said that choosing to 
eat better, get more sleep, 
avoid tobacco and be ac-
tive are keys to preserving 
health.

giberson also empha-
sized	 the	 need	 to	 inspire	
innovation in America’s  

health care system.
“Currently, statistics 

demonstrate some impact 
through increasing insur-
ance eligibility and engag-
ing	 more	 citizens	 through	
affordable	 care,”	 he	 said.	
“many entities continue to 
make changes to a health 
system that we all grew up 
knowing to function a cer-
tain way. That said, now is 
the time to be innovative. 
Now	 is	 the	 time	 to	 seize	
opportunity with many 
changes coming through 
health	reform.”

With personal sayings 
such as, “Don’t hope. ob-
serve,”	 Flora	 is	 skeptical	
of love, an ailment that 
one of Ulysses’ many su-
per powers helps to as-
suage. DiCamillo said 
that, though she did not 
intentionally see poetry 
as a superpower, it led the 
way to discovering the 
powers that humans have 
and often take for granted.

“It surprised me when 
I discovered that Ulysses 
could	 write	 poetry,”	 said	
DiCamillo, who is also the 
author of numerous chil-
dren’s books, including 
Because of Winn-Dixie and 
The Tale of Despereaux. “I 
didn’t think of it as a su-
perpower. I just thought; 
‘oh, that’s funny — a 
squirrel	 who	 can	 fly	 and	
who is strong, and also 
he types.’  And then, as 
I worked on the story, I 
slowly	 realized	 that	 it	 is	
a superpower, to be able 
to express yourself. And 
also, that it is a superpow-
er	to	be	able	to	love.”

The ability to give and 
receive love plays a ma-
jor role in this whimsical 
book. 

Being 10 years old can 
be challenging for any 
child. for flora, the cul-
mination of her experi-
ences leave her with a 
feeling of otherness and 
a homesickness for “her 
own	kind.”	

As a child, DiCamillo 
said that she faced these 

same feelings herself.
“I surely felt a sense 

of otherness when I was 
a	 kid,”	 DiCamillo	 said.	
“And for those kids who 
feel it now, I say: Be brave. 
Be	yourself.	You	will	find	
your	place,	your	people.”

ewalt said that he is 
happy to share Flora and 
Ulysses as the last Young 
readers book of the sea-
son, and appreciates the 
literature that children 
enjoy every year.

“If you look at the his-
toric list of the Young 
readers program, which 
is now 20 years old, there 
are a few authors you see 
again	 and	 again,”	 Ewalt	
said. “The work that Di-
Camillo	 does,	 first	 and	
foremost, shows a genuine 
respect for young readers, 
and it’s the quality of lit-
erature that I’m thankful 
for and allows us to have 
quality young readers 
programs	year	after	year.”

for the young readers 
who will meet her char-
acters for years to come, 
DiCamillo said that she 
wants readers to thor-
oughly enjoy Flora and 
Ulysses: The Illuminated 
Adventures and take some 
of life’s best lessons away 
from its pages.

“I want readers to 
laugh when they read Flo-
ra and Ulysses,”	DiCamillo	
said. “I want them to feel 
less alone. I want them to 
know that poetry and love 
and squirrels all matter. I 
want them to know that it 
is	OK	to	hope.”

It’s a revelation that came 
to him after his coma.

“You cannot explain any-
thing about the nature of 
reality independent of con-
sciousness	 itself,”	 he	
said. “Consciousness 
is absolutely crucial 
to any understanding 
about	reality.”	
The	 scientific,	 ma-

terialist view of the 
physical realm eludes 
the enigma of con-
sciousness, Alexander 
said. And the most 
important implication of the 
fact that, in his view, science 
cannot explain conscious-
ness is that when the physi-
cal brain and body die, con-
scious awareness is released 
and liberated to a far higher 
level of knowing — a con-
cept near-death experiencers 
have long argued.

The brain does not cre-
ate consciousness, Alexan-
der said, but rather serves 
as	 a	 reducing	 valve	 or	 filter	
that allows a certain amount 
of consciousness to come 
through. one can eliminate 
that	 filter	 not	 only	 through	
death or near-death experi-
ences, but also through med-
itation, he said.

“This is all about love and 
serving as conduits for the 
infinite	 healing	 power	 of	
unconditional power of the 
Creator,”	Alexander	said.

Alexander said he is not 
the	first	one	to	come	up	with	
these ideas; rather, more re-
search has led to greater real-
izations	of	 the	scope	of	con-
sciousness and how modern 
science has failed to grasp it.

“The hard problem is 
there not because we haven’t 
done enough research … but 

because, in fact, the more we 
study the physical brain, the 
more	we	realize	 that	 it	does	
not	create	consciousness,”	he	
said. “It’s just now all com-
ing together, that [the] very 
simplistic kindergarten-
level reductive materialism 

of modern science 
fails	miserably.”

Some doctors 
have claimed Alex-
ander’s near-death 
experience was a 
hallucination. Al-
exander, however, 
said that his neo-
cortex was not func-
tioning, rendering it 
impossible for him 

to have such visions.
Alexander’s book The Map 

of Heaven: How Science, Reli-
gion, and Ordinary People Are 
Proving the Afterlife, which 
comes out in october, looks 
back to ancient greek and 
eastern philosophy and re-
ligious thinking, and will 
examine the history of sci-
entific	 materialism	 and	 the	
roadblocks it hit with regard 
to the study of consciousness.

Alexander, the son of a 
surgeon who was “very sci-
ence-minded but also very 
religious,”	 grew	 up	 in	 the	
methodist Church in north 
Carolina. He said near-death 
experiences allow science 
and spirituality to come to-
gether, and allow for the ex-
panding of one’s limited lin-
guistic brain.

“I came to see science as 
the	 pathway	 to	 truth,”	 he	
said. “I think that now more 
than	 ever,	 but	 I	 also	 realize	
the very simplistic and kin-
dergarten level that I wor-
shiped before my coma … I 
came	 to	 realize	 that	 that	 is	
woefully and pathetically in-
adequate and simplistic, and 
it’s	incredibly	wrong.”

alexander
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From page 1

diCaMIllO
From page 1

GIbersOn
From page 1

Both Chapin and Taylor 
have had storied careers. 
Chapin began performing 
with his brothers, Steve and 
Harry, when they were in 
their teens, and went on to 
have what he called two ca-
reers: one as a family artist, 
releasing 13 albums for chil-
dren (he’s performed as part 
of the family entertainment 
Series at Chautauqua in the 
past), and one releasing 10 al-
bums	 for	 “grown-ups.”	 He’s	
won several grammy for his 
work.

Taylor has released nearly 
20 albums — the most recent 
of which, Blue Sky, came out 
earlier this year — and has 
been teaching at the Berklee 
College of music since 1989.

Similar to their careers, 
Chapin and Taylor’s friend-

ship also stretches back de-
cades.

“We have always had a 
bonding, given the fact that 
we are both siblings of me-
dia-exposed	brothers,”	Taylor	
said. “So it’s an understand-
ing we both have of what that 
means, to have careers in the 
presence of a famous sibling. 
… The fact is that, for both 
Tom and myself, what we 
know is that we are indepen-
dent, viable, creative musical 
sources. … It’s an honor to be 
one of two people who can 
call James Taylor their broth-
er, and I know Tom feels the 
same	way	about	Harry.”

The evening’s perfor-
mances will feature old songs 
and new, and a few covers, 
Chapin said — including 
some Harry Chapin songs. 
He expects the night to be 
“festive”	—	the	perfect	show	
for a night in mid-August at 
Chautauqua. 

Someone told Chapin once 
that	 a	 “song	 is	 a	 container,”	
and when a song is played, 
everyone within earshot ex-
periencing the music “are all 
in the same place, hearing 
the same words and the same 
notes.”	In	short,	he	said,	“it’s	
magical.”

“The older I get, the more 
I	realize	what	a	lucky	thing	it	
is	to	be	a	musician,”	he	said.	
“People come to hear us play, 
and we all have a chance to 
be part of the same connec-
tion. It’s a great delight. … 
To get a bunch of people in a 
place, to be connected to the 
music and the story — not a 
lot of things in the world are 
like	that.”

The relationship between 
the audience and the musi-
cian is a precious one, Taylor 
said.

“Your audience isn’t your 
problem;	 it’s	your	salvation,”	
he said. “That’s not dimin-

ished with age — it’s a feel-
ing that just increases, with 
intensity. I am simply joyful 
in the presence of my audi-
ence in ways that I never was 
when I started my career. You 
become more aware of how 
precious	that	relationship	is.”

Both Taylor and Chapin 
have had careers that focus 
heavily on music, but there’s 
some variations; Chapin’s a 
public school advocate, for 
example, and a children’s 
book author and storyteller, 
while Taylor teaches, “I write, 
I	philosophize,	I	go	on	adven-
tures.”		The	common	thread,	
though, the thing that makes 
everything else possible, he 
said, is always music. 

“A musical sense, a musi-
cal ability, is the underpin-
ning that allows you to go 
on	 the	 fantastic	 journey,”	
Taylor said. “It is music that 
gives you the road map back 
home.”

ChapIn/TaylOr
From page 1
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CorrespondenCe from our readers

Letters to the Editor

Letters PoLicy
The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be typed or printed, 
double-spaced, no more than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters must include writer’s 
signature and typed or printed name, address and telephone number for verification. Works 
containing demeaning, accusatory or libelous statements will not be published.

Letters must be submitted by 12 p.m. today to be considered for publication this season.

submit letters to:
Jordan Steves, editor 
jsteves@ciweb.org 

mike kasarda
staff Writer

Last Wednesday, dip-
lomat and author Dennis 
Ross sat with political sci-
entist Geoffrey Kemp in the 
Amphitheater for a discus-
sion on the conflict in Gaza 
and the jihadist group, the 
Islamic state of Iraq and 
syria, or IsIs. The discus-
sion of international politics 
was blunt and garnered a 
warm welcome from Chau-
tauquans.

The next morning, Ross 
continued his discussion 
with members of the Bestor 
society and the eleanor B. 
Daugherty society in smith 
Wilkes Hall. Many Chau-
tauquans braved the chilly 
weather for an open-forum 
chat with Ross, covering 
topics such as initiatives in 
Israel, dysfunction in the 
White House and every-
thing in between.

Geof Follansbee, Institu-
tion vice president and CeO 
of the Chautauqua Founda-
tion, opened the event by 
thanking the benefactors’ 
stalwart support and en-
couraging them to spread 
the word about contributing.

“This year, for the first 
time, people who are giv-
ing and really stretching for 
Chautauqua are moving this 
Institution forward, taking 
us to a very different place 
than we’ve been,” Follans-
bee said. “I think you’ve wit-
nessed that this summer.”

now a political coun-

selor and William David-
son Distinguished Fellow 
at the Washington Institute 
for near east Policy, Ross 
served as the state Depart-
ment’s director of Policy 
Planning during President 
George H. W. Bush’s ad-
ministration, the special 
Middle east coordinator for 
President Bill Clinton, and 
special adviser for Hillary 
Clinton while she was sec-
retary of state. 

Ross began his discus-
sion by taking a few ques-
tions from the audience. 
Hands shot up, followed by 
an array of inquiries con-
cerning the Israeli-Palestin-
ian peace agreements, sec-
retary of State John Kerry’s 
peace proposals in egypt, 
the “extermination” of IsIs, 
and the implications of the 
skirmish between Russia 
and Ukraine.

Ross said that IsIs’s main 
goal is a sunni caliph-con-
trolled government to pro-
tect the political interests of 
the minority group in the 
region. He also explained 
how the group’s fear-induc-
ing feudal tactics make it so 
successful.

“IsIs is run by 21st-cen-
tury technicians with a 7th-
century ideology,” Ross said. 
“Other sunni Muslims must 
delegitimate IsIs in order to 
undermine their efforts and 
make them ineffective.”

Ross also touched on top-
ics such as the effectiveness 
of intelligence operations on 
behalf of the United states, 

arguing that IsIs and other 
threats to the homeland have 
thus far been thwarted by 
excellent intelligence efforts.

“A strategic surprise al-
ways come from faulty as-
sumptions — never from a 
lack of information,” Ross 
said. “The best indication of 
how effective the intelligence 
committee has been is that 
we haven’t had anything like 
9/11 since 9/11. Don’t think 
that’s an accident.”

Ross concluded by criti-
cizing the “internally para-
lyzed” nature of the federal 
government and explaining 
how he maintains his “sun-
ny disposition” in the face 
of troubling issues.

“I think part of it is that 
I am analytical about every-
thing,” Ross said. “You are 
who you are, and my style is 
to be a problem-solver.”

Ross’ discussion was an 
exclusive event for mem-
bers of the Bestor and elea-
nor B. Daugherty societies. 
The Bestor society is made 
up of Chautauquans whose 
annual donations consist of 
$3,500 or more. These con-
tributions make up approxi-
mately 85 percent of the 
Chautauqua Fund, accord-
ing to the Chautauqua Foun-
dation’s website. Members 
of the Daugherty society 
have made a planned gift to 
Chautauqua Foundation in 
their wills or estate plans.

For more information on 
these leadership giving oppor-
tunities, contact foundation@
ciweb.org or call 716-357-6404.

Foundation hosts forum with Ross 
for Bestor, Daugherty members

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

Political counselor and diplomat Dennis Ross speaks to members of the Bestor Society and 
Eleanor B. Daugherty Society last Thursday in Smith Wilkes Hall.

dear ediTOr:
I am just finishing my two activity-filled 

weeks at Chautauqua.  The two essentials for 
me are the morning lecture and the concerts 
by the Chautauqua symphony Orchestra 
and Music school Festival Orchestra. Al-
though I enjoy Old First night, I miss that 
there is no third CsO concert that week. CsO 
is a treasure to the Institution. The plethora 
of concerts allows for a wide variety of music 
played by seasoned musicians, and nurtures 
the soul of Chautauqua. I am deeply troubled 
by rumors that the number of concerts may 
be curtailed, and I urge those who agree 
with me to voice their concerns.

Alice J. Capson
34 Miller

dear ediTOr:
The Daily account of Ken Burns’ Aug. 8 

presentation of “The Roosevelts” in the Am-
phitheater left out the most compelling quote 
of the morning. I turned to the Daily hoping 
to see the exact quotation by Mr. Burns as it 
went by me quickly at the time.

As Burns concluded his five days on stage 
he pointed out a powerful and important 
truth. To the best of my memory he said some-
thing like this: “If you’ve ever flown through 
LaGuardia Airport, or driven through the 
Lincoln Tunnel, or cashed a social security 
check, or hiked in the national Parks, or en-
joyed electricity in the Tennessee Valley or 
the northwest, or visited a public library, you 
owe a great debt to Franklin Roosevelt.”

This is an important quote for all of us 
to ponder, especially in a political climate 
where loud and ignorant voices are preach-
ing a dangerous message about government 
being useless at best and evil at worst. We 
need to be armed with the truth about how 
many different ways all Americans have ben-
efited from bold and judicious government 
initiatives, and be ready to counter the mis-
information and foolishness being spread all 
around us. Ken Burns has given us a power-
ful set of arguments to do just that.

David Moriah
Lawrence, New Jersey

dear ediTOr:
Ken Burns and the Roosevelt documenta-

ry have come and gone. I’ve read the Daily ar-
ticle “eleanor Roosevelt: A Woman of Chau-
tauqua” and would like to add a postscript.

Mrs. Roosevelt and the President became 
close friends of the Chautauqua Institution 
president and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Bestor. This story comes from their daughter, 
Mary Frances Bestor Cram, as told to me.

Mrs. Bestor invited the First Lady to a 
tea at the president’s home, then located at 
1 Root. In the last-minute flurry to prepare 
refreshments, Mrs. Bestor asked Mary Fran-
cis to hand whip some cream for the straw-
berries. Unfortunately, Mary Francis had an 
accident and spilled cream all over her party 
dress. At that exact moment, Mrs. Roosevelt 
arrived, calmed the distraught little girl and 
sent her upstairs to clean up saying that she 
would clean up the mess and finish whip-
ping the cream. What a woman!

Another young Chautauquan got to escort 
Mrs. Roosevelt to an appearance at the Wom-
en’s club, It’s president, Mrs. Pennybacker, 
diplomatically chose a seven-year-old boy to 
escort her, so as not to play favorites with any 
of the Club husbands. That boy was my late 
husband, Carl Chaverin.

There are many wonderful Roosevelt-
Bestor at Chautauqua stories. I hope we can 
hear them from Mary Francis and Ambrose 
Cram’s daughter, Louise.

Lee Chaverin White
42 Forest

dear ediTOr:
All nine weeks of the summer at Chautau-

qua are not created equal. I have a suggestion 
that should go a long way toward equalizing 
the wonderful, stimulating experience that 
we know as the “Chautauqua season.”

Here’s why the season is unequal. Those 
who attend late in the summer, especially 
during Week nine, do not have access to the 
same experiences and programs as those who 
are here earlier. Opera, theater, student or-
chestra (MFsO), ballet, the art school have all 
packed their bags and left town before many 
attendees arrive. Why the early departure? I 
believe it’s mainly tied to college schedules. 
Most of those who serve as the backbone of 
those programs are either faculty or students 
who have to get back to their schools by mid-
August. The days when most schools started 
after Labor Day are long gone.

This could be rectified if the Institution 
would start its nine-week season two weeks 
earlier each year. Beginning the second week 
of June and ending in mid-August would 
work perfectly with university schedules, 
and would allow students and faculty the op-
portunity to live and work on the Chautau-
qua grounds for the entire season. Certainly 
the availability of a theater performance, a 
ballet performance, a performance by the 
MFsO and the chance to take more art classes 
would increase the number of people who at-
tend during Week eight and Week nine and 
would enhance their experience, bringing it 
up to par with all the other attendees who 
were on the grounds earlier in the season.

How would that change in schedule im-
pact visitors? Probably not much, once the 
habit or tradition of the timing of a Chau-
tauqua vacation was re-adjusted. Would it 
impact Institution staff? Yes, indeed, there’d 
be an impact the first year this change was 
implemented. After that the workload would 
roll along as usual.

I’d be interested to hear what others think. 
Please respond to this newspaper or directly 
to me at georgia@bookstore1sarasota.com.

Georgia Court
31 Hanson

follow the 2014 
Daily staff as 
we document 
our season in 
photos on Instagram:
 instagram.com/chqdaily

 » on the grounds
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Upcoming events

EntErtainmEnt in thE 
Park SummEr ConCErt 
SEriES, Lakeside Park, Route 
394, Mayville, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m., Thursday evenings, free 
concerts  — if rain at Carlson 
Community Center at Lakeside 
Park, Mayville, 716-753-3113, 
email to dmarsala@chautauqua-
chamber.org or web site: www.
mayvillechautauqua.org for in-
formation.  Bring your own seat-
ing for outside performances.  
Below is the schedule of the 
2013 summer concerts: 

auGuSt 21: Bill Ward and 
Amanda Barton

auGuSt 28: Dick O’Neil 
and 32 Skidoo

Aug. 22 - 23:  9th Annual Celtic 
Festival and Gathering of the 
Clans, Lakeside Park, Mayville, 
96thhighlanders.com/festival.
html or 716-753-0525 for infor-
mation

April 1 – Nov. 1 (Tuesday – Sun-
day): Aviation Museum, Classic 
Airport, Restaurant, Mayville 
(Hartfield area), serving great 
food in the summer on week-
ends.  See antique airplanes, 
engines, propellers and memo-
rabilia, gift shops, vintage model 
airplanes, engines and more.  
Glider and Airplane rides, flight 
instruction. Tours available.  For 
more information call 716-753-
2160.

Every Saturday and Sunday 
during the summer (beginning 
late May - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.): Flea 
Market, Dart Airport, Mayville 
(Hartfield area), outdoor flea 
market.  For more information 
call 716-753-2160.

Lakeside Park, Route 394, 
Mayville: A beautiful park lo-
cated on the shores of Chautau-
qua Lake.  Enjoy swimming dur-
ing the summer (lifeguards on 
duty), tennis courts, playground 
area, new community center/
bathhouse, basketball court, 
infield area, picnic areas, boat 

launch, gazebo and pavilion on 
site.  Located next to the Chau-
tauqua Belle docking area.  For 
more information on the park 
facilities or to rent the new com-
munity center for an occasion, 
call the Village of Mayville Of-
fice at 716-753-2125.

Chautauqua Township His-
torical Museum, Route 394, 
Mayville (15 Water Street):  
Memorial Day through Labor 
Day Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day from 1 – 5 p.m. (*subject to 
change).  Located in the old train 
depot building next to Lakeside 
Park and the Chautauqua Belle, 
featuring interesting historical 
memorabilia on the area. Call 
Town of Chautauqua at 716-753-
7342 for more information or 
716-753-3113.

Chautauqua Rails to Trails:  
Trails in the area feature hiking, 
walking, bicycling, bird watch-
ing, horseback riding, and cross-
country skiing.  Recreational 
trails for all to enjoy, P.O. Box 
151, Mayville 14757-0151.  For 

more information on the trails 
and trail rules, call 716-269-3666.
Webb’s Miniature Golf, locat-
ed on Route 394 in Mayvill at 
Webb’s Year-Round Resort (115 
West Lake Road): Open June – 
Sept. seven days a week – 10 a.m. 
– 11 p.m. – for information call 
716-753-1348.

The Chautauqua Belle: Steam-
ship Cruises aboard this 98-foot-
long steam-powered paddle 
boat, one of only six 100 percent 
high-pressure steam powered 
public vessels operating in all of 
North America, docked at Lake-
side Park, Route 394, Mayville, 
716-269-2355 or www.269belle.
com (for cruise months, times 
and pricing).

Mayville

Great Gift Shops•Restaurants •Boating 
•Candy Shoppe •Shopping •FREE Shuttle

“The Best Kept Secret on Chautauqua Lake”

Mayville /Chautauqua Chamber of Commerce 2014 Events
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Weinberger, director and 
CEO of the Lieber Institute 
for Brain Development, ad-
dressed the Amphitheater 
audience at 10:45 a.m. Tues-
day. His presentation was the 
second of Week Nine’s lecture 
theme, “Health Care: From 
Bench to Bedside.

The U.S. BRAIN Initiative 
and the European Human 
Brain Project demonstrate the 
growing interest in mapping 
the human brain and a broad-
er push for mental health re-
search, Weinberger said. 

“This is very much an ef-
fort to build computer models 
of how information is han-
dled in the brain,” he said.

The federal government 
initially invested $100 million 
in the BRAIN Initiative, and 
the European Commission al-
located 1 billion euros to the 
Human Brain Project. 

“Clearly, there’s now real 
money being invested in this, 
and it puts brain research on 
the front page of The New York 
Times,” Weinberger said.

More attention has been 
paid to the brain disorders af-
flicting young people, he con-
tinued. A third of children in 
the United States are on brain 
treatment drugs, and autism 
is diagnosed two to three 
times more frequently than 
it was 10 years ago. Between 
1 in 50 and 1 in 100 are on the 
autism spectrum, Weinberger 
said, calling it the “most dis-
abling” childhood mental 
condition.

ADHD, the most common 
mental disorder in children, 
is the second most common 

diagnosis of any kind in chil-
dren in the U.S., after asthma.

The World Health Organi-
zation has stated that four of 
the most disabling disorders 
are mental disorders. One in 
4 adults suffers from a psychi-
atric or mental disorder, and 
6 percent of those have a seri-
ous, lifelong condition, Wein-
berger said. One in 3 people 
in the U.S. experiences a sig-
nificant period of depression 
at some point in their life, and 
half of those will experience a 
recurrence of it. 

But the mental illness that 
takes the biggest toll, “the can-
cer of mental illness,” Wein-
berger said, is schizophrenia, 
which affects 1 percent of 
the world population. Nature 
called it “arguably the worst 
disease affecting mankind.” 
WHO considers schizophre-
nia the fourth most costly dis-
ease in world societies.

These represent an econom-
ic cost of $100 billion a year in 
terms of care and loss of pro-
ductivity in the U.S. alone. The 
personal, emotional cost for 
families is “inestimable.”

For all of this impact, 
Weinberger said, “until very 
recently, we actually knew 
very little about what mental 
illness actually is.”

Everything from twin 
studies to MRI scans have 
aided in understanding the 
causes of mental illness, he 
said.

“The big struggle has been 
to determine whether it runs 
in families for the reason that 
language or religion runs in 
families, or does it run in fam-
ilies because of something 

people inherit,” Weinberger 
said. “That is, is it about the 
culture of family, or is it about 
the nature, not the nurture, in 
that family?”

But since genes have been 
identified as underlying risk 
factors for mental illness, the 
“nature vs. nurture” struggle 
has been thrown out the win-
dow, Weinberger said. 

“Genes and environment 
are critical factors. There is no 
one critical factor. The argu-
ment ‘is it nature vs. nurture’ 
is really a red herring, because 
there is no ‘nature vs. nur-
ture,’ ” he said. “All common 
medical disorders — all of 
them — heart disease, high 
blood pressure, stroke, dia-
betes, cancer, mental illness 
—  they’re all genetic factors 
that make your risk greater, 
that affect your liability or 
susceptibility, and environ-
mental factors that exagger-
ate those risk factors.”
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Allison levitsky
Staff Writer

M ental illness has always plagued human 
beings, said Daniel R. Weinberger, yet 
only in the last 10 years have scientists 

really begun to understand its genetic causes. 

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

Daniel R. Weinberger, CEO of the Lieber Institute for Brain Development, speaks about mental illness about during his morning lecture Tuesday in the Amphitheater.

Weinberger:  

‘nature vs. nurture’  
a red herring in mental illness

Editor’s note: This Q&A has 
been edited for clarity and length.

Q: A year-and-a-half ago 
— when Milt and tamar 

[Maltz] introduced us to your 
remarkable lab — i think there 
was maybe half the number of 
fellows there doing research. 
you had probably 30 of them 
around a table when we met, 
and i remember you were talk-
ing about this young man, a 
psychiatrist, a Chinese-Ameri-
can, who was talking about the 
collaboration in Beijing. And he 
was saying that they were pull-
ing in enormous data on twins. 
Can you tell us something 
about that collaboration, and 
then how that data comes in 
and is integrated across these 
disciplines in your research?

A:So, one of the things 
we’ve tried to do is take 

these opportunities, because 
the Lieber Institute for Brain 
Development [LIBD] is not 
constrained by the require-
ments of fitting into a grant or 
pleasing some government 
agency, we can say, “Where 
are the real opportunities to 
make progress, and let’s com-
mit our personal and material 
resources to that.” The Holy 
Grail as I mentioned a little bit, 
is understanding how genes 
and environment really matter 
to an individual human being. I 
mean, we can use these words 
and we can build models, but 
we want to understand: What 
does it really mean? So one of 
the unusual opportunities in a 
country like China, is that there 
has been the wonderful histori-
cal experiment, where people 
have gone from incredibly im-
poverished rural environments 
to these hyper-industrialised, 
ultra-urbanized centers at vari-
ous stages of their life. Thus 
creates an enormous environ-
mental change. And one of 
the things about China is that 
everything involves huge popu-
lations. It’s also much cheaper 
to do this work in China. And 
the other thing that happened 
in China which was kind of 
interesting is that there was a 
government program that for-
bade anyone from having more 
than one child. But it turns out 
many people had twins, and 
twins was the way you defeat-
ed the government. If you had 
twins, you had more than one 
child. They couldn’t do any-
thing about twins. So we initi-
ated a study with colleagues 
at Peking University to look 
at normal brain development 
comparing identical to fraternal 
twins, and any comparison 
of identical to fraternal twins 
controls for genetics. And then 
we said we can come by, we’ll 
take all normal twins living in 
Beijing  — every year, by the 

way, in Beijing they have this 
twin society festival, it’s really 
an amazing thing and there’ll 
be 10,000 twin pairs sitting in 
the audience. And you look out 
at this and you can’t believe 
what you see. You don’t just 
feel like you have double 
vision, you feel like you’re a 
fruit fly with double vision out 
of 10,000 little facets of your 
eyes. So we have designed a 
study, which is ongoing and 
collecting data, where we’ve 
identified normal twins and the 
question is … these are normal 
people, identical/fraternal, al-
ways compared to each other, 
and we have groups of twins 
that spent the first five years 
of their life that they spent in 
abject, terrible poverty. These 
are poverty situations where 
people literally don’t have 
clothing in parts of China, and 
they’ve moved to the city at 
different times of life. So we 
can now try to make sense, by 
doing brain imaging work, and 
genetics and other analyses, of 
what is actually happening to 
a brain based on this chang-
ing environmental experience, 
which are profound environ-
mental changes, in the context 
of a controlled genetic analy-
sis. This can’t be done any 
place else in the world. And 
the irony of this is, we think 
this will be a profound under-
standing of how genes and 
environments actually interact. 
It would be very hard to get the 
public funding to support this 
because it involves too many 
instruments working together 
which is not easy for public 
funding to support.

Q: We know that genes set 
the stage for diagnoses. 

What are your thoughts re-
garding the effects of chemi-
cals, excess sugar, toxins 
and hormones in our food 
and environment affecting 
the development of our brain 
and susceptibility to brain 
disease?

A: Very important question, 
and I think you heard it 

in yesterday’s lecture. Every-
body’s now thinking that one 
of the way genes change the 
landscape of medicine, is 
that they make it much more 
individualized. So there’s all 
this literature about things like 
toxins in food, toxins in the 
environment; the problem with 
all of this is we haven’t had an 
way to really do scientific stud-
ies based on those observa-
tions. Because it’s very clear 
that there are some societies 
where there are tremendous 
amounts of toxic exposures, 
and they don’t necessarily 
have a greater frequency of 
these problems than in other 
societies where there’s less of 
it. But the fact is, for certain 
individuals environmental 
exposures can be very critical 
whereas in other individuals, 
they can be incidental. So the 
only way we can begin to tease 
out those questions is we have 
to be able to have identity 
defined, not at a purely phe-
nomenological level (like who 
are your grandparents) but at a 
much more concrete biological 
level, what does your genome 
look like? People have said 
that the 21st century will be the 
century of genomic medicine 
because 20 or 30 years from 
now — this is already happen-
ing in cancer — it’s all over the 
news, we’re going to increas-
ingly making medical deci-
sions about individuals that are 
different than the medical deci-
sions we’ll make about another 
individual who might have the 
same environmental exposure, 
because their genome makes 
that environmental exposure 
have a different impact than 
somebody else’s. But we’re 
not there yet, we don’t have 
that information now, but we’re 
moving in that direction. 

—Transcribed by  
Zachary Lloyd
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Column by MARY LEE TALBOT

Morning Worship

‘dancing to the tune of life’

amanda mainguy | Staff Photographer

“We are destined for 
something. God never gives 
us minor assignments,” said 
the rev. cynthia hale at the 
sunday vespers in the hall 
of philosophy. the chaplain 
shared some of the frustrations 
in her faith journey as she 
discerned God’s call in her 
life — particularly from people 
who thought women could not 
or should not be ministers. 

“it wasn’t God who was boxing 
me in,” she said. “it was the 
people who didn’t think a 
woman should preach.”

one of the turning points 
for her was a conversation 
with Gardner c. taylor, 
“the preeminent american 
preacher,” who told her, “if 
God called you, don’t worry 
about what others say. God 
doesn’t waste his material.” 

“i will keep going,” she said. “i 
am dancing to the tune of life 
without missing a beat. … you 
haven’t live your best life yet.”

“My ancestors responded to the slave expe-
rience by expressing their feelings and 
faith in song,” said the rev. Cynthia Hale 
during her sermon, “Have You got good 

religion?” at the 9:15 a.m. morning worship service Tuesday. 
“Spirituals were the soul of a people in a dark, dehumaniz-
ing place with a cold, cruel master. Their faith is evidenced 
in song, and at the end of the day they would steal away to 
Jesus and preach their souls happy.”

Hale’s Scripture text was James 1:27-2:8. 
“They [slaves] turned darkness into light and could sing 

the lord’s song in a strange land,” she said. “They knew 
they were created in the image of god, and they set the 
record straight in song that they could be all god expected 
them to be.”

She sang: “‘Have you got good religion/certainly, certain-
ly, certainly, lord.’ The question is not have you got good 
religion but is your religion any good.”

in the Book of James in the new Testament, James says 
that it is god who determines what good religion is. 

According to Hale, it means, in part, to look after the 
widows and orphans and to live a holy life. 

“religion means worship,” she said. “it is ritual and 
liturgy. James is saying that the finest liturgy is not just on 
Sunday but what we do when we leave this place. The ques-
tion is not ‘Have you been baptized?’ but ‘What do you do 
now that you are baptized?’ it [worship] must be accompa-
nied by loving ministry and a holy life.

“our character must be spotless. We have to keep from be-
ing stained and polluted by the world,” Hale continued. “We 
are in the world and we have to interact with people and situ-
ations that can tempt and seduce us. [A spotless life] is not 
about feeling good. It is about doing good. It is about sacrifice 
and discipline. Clean living before God is not hard — just do 
it. Just submit to the word. James said to keep a tight reign on 
your tongue. Sometimes, it is not what you say but how you 
say it. good character leads to good conduct.”

The phrase, “widows and orphans,” means those who 
are the most open to exploitation, the most vulnerable, Hale 
said. god defends, takes cares and provides for the poor, 
those in prison, those who need sanctuary.  

“The god of good religion looks after folks who can’t 
look after themselves,” she said. “god expects us to handle 
god’s business in the world. He said, ‘Handle it until i get 
back.’ What do you think we are here for?” 

Hale said that there are 49 million people in the United 
States who are food insecure and “they look like you and 
me. Children who go to school hungry can’t think, have 
higher degrees of absenteeism and can’t compete for the 
best jobs. The U.S. Department of State projects that 244,000 
children are at risk of sexual exploitation. Their average age 
is 14. 

“if you are poor, you choose between eating and having 
a roof over your head,” she continued. “if you are poor, you 
choose between eating and getting medicine. When you 
are poor, you choose between eating and buying gas to get 
to work — your two or three jobs that still won’t keep your 
head above water.”

Hale cited that in President Barack obama’s book, The 
Audacity of Hope, the executive-to-be observed that people’s 
hopes were very modest. 

“They want a living wage, for their children to go to col-

lege, clean air, a local grocery store with fresh vegetables 
and canned goods that are not past their expiration date, 
health care so if they get sick they will not lose everything,” 
Hale said. “People want to provide for themselves and they 
need a little help from somebody who cares.”

Can we accept the poor without prejudice, Hale asked. 
Can we not show favoritism to the wealthy or powerful? in 
his letter, James was addressing a natural response to honor 
those we think are important. But, Hale said, we are dis-
missing those who don’t live like us.

“god shows no partiality and neither should we,” she 
said. “god chose the poor to be rich in faith and to inherit 
the kingdom. They are our brothers and sisters. When we 
hurt one, we are all hurting. You have to keep the royal law 
— to love your neighbor as you love god. loving god is to 
love our brothers and sisters without limits and conditions.

“We have to compassionately provide assistance,” Hale 
continued. “That is what Chautauqua is all about — i saw 
it on a billboard. love. Compassion. Mercy. good religion 
works. What good is it if you greet me and pass by and not 
check to see if i have what i need. Here [Chautauqua], you 
stop and look each other in the eye and give one another 
attention.”

As an illustration, Hale said that on Sunday an older 
gentleman gave her a kiss like her grandfather used to kiss 
her. 

“i am single, and i don’t often get a kiss,” she said to 
conclude. “good religion talks the talk and walks the walk. 
Jesus preached and then went out and healed the sick; he set 
people free. Jesus had good religion. Do you?”

The Rev. Ed. McCarthy presided. Rebecca Cole-Turner, hospi-
tality coordinator at the United Church of Christ Headquarters, 
read the Scripture. The Motet Choir sang “Love” with text by 
Christopher Wordsworth and music by Gerald Near. The Daney-
Holden Chaplaincy Fund and the Jackson-Carnahan Memorial 
Chaplaincy provide support for this week’s services.
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Aging is a privilege. With 
that privilege is the inevita-
ble fact of life: everyone will 
die. But rebecca Brown said 
not everyone will die well.

Brown, a thanatologist 
who worked with pre-medi-
cal students and youth with 
terminal illnesses, spoke 
about the poetry of death 
— if people talk about the 
subject and approach it the 
right way — and the “porno-
graphic” ways it is portrayed 
in society in a 2 p.m. inter-
faith lecture Monday in the 
Hall of Philosophy. Her lec-
ture, “Dying Well in a Death-
Phobic Society,” began Week 
nine’s theme, “From Here to 
Hereafter: Facing Death with 
Hope and Courage.”

“Dying is dying,” Brown 
said. “it is part of our human 
condition.”

Despite this statement, 
people seem unprepared for 
death and don’t know how 
to talk about the subject, she 
said. 

This wasn’t always the 
case.

“For most of human his-
tory we did not have the op-
tion of repressing it. Death 
was part of life. Death was 
not hidden from anyone 
— not even the children,” 
she said. “The whole fam-
ily would sit with the doc-
tor at grandpa’s bed as he 
was dying. And yes, there 
were tears and sadness, but 
we tarried with grandpa as 
he died in his room with his 
picture, his memories and 
his loved ones.”

it was in the 1930s and 
1940s that society began 
to hide death in hospitals, 
Brown said. in the 1950s, 
sociologist Geoffrey Gorer 
wrote an article about “the 
pornography of death,” 
which stemmed from the 
way society tried to repress 
the subject. it had to pop up 
somewhere else, he wrote, 
and contemporary society 
is filled with violent deaths 
and dramatizations in mov-
ies, videogames and TV 
shows. “South Park” even 
coined the term “murder 
porn,” Brown said.

“like sexual pornogra-
phy, we are seeing death, but 
in its most grotesque, distort-
ed and irregular forms,” she 
said. “We must give death its 
natural face and befriend it.”

The way people interact 
with death also needs to 
change. it is not a confronta-
tion. Brown said too many 
people speak about fighting 
death or beating it. it cannot 
be overcome so there is no 
need for “battle language.”  

life should not be extend-
ed past its normal expec-
tancy, either. Brown said too 

many people are attempting 
to defy death and prolong 
life with modern medicine 
and science.

“We die so others may 
live. if we refuse to relin-
quish our spot on the earth, 
we disrupt the balance of 
this ecosystem and that is 
not without consequences,” 
she said. “Preserving life at 
all costs is time-consuming, 
emotionally wasteful and 
expensive and financially 
draining.”

Brown said it also takes 
away the “end of life gifts” 
that death brings — aware-
ness, reflection and spiritual 
healing.

The question becomes, 
“When is it permissible to 
die?”

“our bodies wear out,” 
Brown said. “And, as they’re 
wearing out, they’re search-
ing for a natural way to shut 
down.”

it is important to talk 
about death with family 
members in advance, so that, 
while it is happening, it can 
remain as personal as pos-
sible, she said. Doctors might 
keep the heart beating with 
a machine or the lungs in-
flated with a ventilator, but 
death should be on the per-

son’s own terms.
“Too often, fear is inform-

ing family decisions,” she 
said. “Sometimes out of guilt, 
or because we think this is 
our last opportunity to show 
loyalty and love. … Have that 
talk so that end-of-life deci-
sions do not exhaust your 
loved ones in this endless, 
painless volley of emotional 
ping-pong. it’s actually un-
kind not to have that conver-
sation.”

it’s easier to enjoy the end 
of life if one accepts it, Brown 
said. Talking with family 
and saying no to “drugs and 
aggressive treatment plans” 
will allow people to stay at 
home, rather than in a hospi-
tal and enjoy time with fam-
ily and friends.

Brown also suggested 
keeping a long-standing 

family doctor involved in 
end-of-life decisions, instead 
of relying on surgeons and 
specialists who aren’t per-
sonally invested in the pa-
tient. 

Being able to make these 
choices allows for dignity in 
death. Brown said that hold-
ing onto a sense of self and 
keeping one’s voice become 
increasingly important as 
one faces death.

Death can also be a beau-
tiful and strengthening ex-
perience, Brown said. She 
spoke of a couple who de-
cided to turn down chemo-
therapy when the husband 
was diagnosed with termi-
nal cancer. He lived the end 
of his life without doctor vis-
its, and his wife took care of 
him until he passed.

Brown read the woman’s 

reflections after her husband’s 
death: “The intimacy of bath-
ing him every day after the 
catheter routine — i wouldn’t 
give it up for anything.”

She spoke of how, on the 
night of his death, the wom-
an laid with him in bed, cud-
dling him as he passed.

“There is a poetry to this 
i think,” Brown said. “We 
are helpless at birth and we 
need others and there’s noth-
ing humiliating about that, 
right? And when we are dy-
ing we need help again.”

in the last phase of life, 
medicine and science should 
not be a crutch, and while 

religious beliefs that try to 
define heaven and an after-
life give some hope, Brown 
said too often faith removes 
the wonder and mystery of 
death. This “literalism and 
a fundamentalism” tries to 
give a name to something 
unnameable, removing the 
transcendent power of faith. 

“A chaplain is not always 
the right person at the end of 
life,” she said. “Some people 
do not connect with tradi-
tional end-of-life jargon.”

Wonder and humility are 
essentials for dying well, 
Brown said, and “it’s really 
nice to have company.”

Brown relates to death to poetry, encourages people to talk about it

kreable young | Staff Photographer

Rebecca Brown, a thanatologist, speaks about the importance of “dying well” during the Interfaith Lecture Monday in the Hall of Philosophy.



The Westfield/Mayville 
Rotary Club members wel-
comed two groups of Chau-
tauqua Institution vocalists 
in July, all recipients of gen-
eral scholarships financially 
donated by the club.

Each group of four rep-
resented different music 
student divisions — Chau-
tauqua Opera Young Art-
ists and Voice Program 
scholarship recipients. The 
apprentices are brought to 
Rotary as a kind gesture by 
Carol Rausch, Chautauqua 
Opera’s music administra-
tor/chorus master. Having 
served in this capacity since 
1995, she oversees the musi-
cal components of the com-
pany and the Young Artists 
program. 

Opera apprentices were 
Benjamin Bloomfield of New 
Hampshire, Jesse Darden 
from North Carolina, Kate 
Farrar of North Carolina and 
Nicole Haslett of New Jersey.

A baritone, Bloomfield 
has been with the Juil-
liard School and Manhat-
tan School of Music as well 
as having performed in 20 
music festivals, including 
Tanglewood Music Center. 
He also was the 2012 final-
ist at the Chicago Lyric Op-
era Ryan Center. This year 
marks his Chautauqua Op-

era debut.
North Carolinian Jesse 

Darden is a tenor and has 
studied at the A.J. Fletcher 
Opera Institute, The Ohio 
State University and Uni-
versity of North Carolina. 
He received Ohio State’s 
Wilson Vocal Award and 
first place in Euterpe Music 
Scholarship, Women in Mu-
sic Competition and NATS 
competition. He has been a 
Chautauqua Opera Studio 
artist for two years.

Kate Farrar of North 
Carolina is a mezzo-sopra-
no also at the A.J. Fletcher 

Opera Institute, University 
of North Carolina, Opera 
North, Piedmont Opera and 
American Institute of Musi-
cal Studies. She has been a 
Chautauqua Opera Studio 
Artist since 2013.

From New Jersey comes 
Nicole Haslett, a soprano 
who studies at Manhattan 
School of Music and New 
York University. Her accom-
plishments include Opera 
Theatre of Saint Louis, Mar-
tina Arroyo Foundations 
Prelude to Performance, Op-
era in the Ozarks. She was a 
grand finalist at Metropoli-

tan National Council audi-
tions, took third place at the 
Alan M. and Joan Taub Ades 
Vocal Competition and was 
a Career Bridges Grant win-
ner. 

Currently, Rausch also 
is chorus master/music ad-
ministrator for the New Or-
leans Opera Association. She 
previously was with the Vir-
ginia Opera, Greater Miami 
Opera, Ohio Light Opera 
and Opera Columbus. She 
also heads the opera depart-
ment at Loyola University 
New Orleans where she has 
prepared and conducted nu-

merous opera productions.
The four vocalists who re-

ceived scholarships from the 
W/M Rotary Club pursue 
their singing experience in 
many different modes.

Kendra Broom came from 
Oakland, California, to study 
at Manhattan School of Mu-
sic where she is a first-year 
student. A past Marc and Eva 
Stern Fellow, she is a gradu-
ate of the Young Musicians 
Outreach program and has 
been awarded the Emily M. 
Voorhis, Ambrose Monell 
and Birgit Nilsson scholar-
ships.

Monica Dewey, from At-
lanta, studies with Elizabeth 
Colson at University of Ken-
tucky. She recently was seen 
as Pamina in Die Zauberflöte 
with Lyric Opera Studio 
Weimar in Germany, Rose in 
Street Scene with Harrower 
Opera Workship and Chris-
tine in Phantom of the Opera 
with University of Kentucky 
Opera Theatre. She holds 
dual bachelor’s degrees in 
voice and arts administra-
tion from the University of 
Kentucky.

Owen McCausland is a 
native of Saint John, New 
Brunswick, and is a third-
year Ensemble Studio Art-
ist at the Canadian Opera 
Company. Last season, he 
stepped into the title role in 
La clemenza di Tito for several 

performances on the opera’s 
mainstage. Recent credits at 
the COC include Ferrando in 
Così fan tutte (Ensemble Stu-
dio performance), Lord Cecil 
in Roberto Devereux and 
Don Juan in Don Quixote. 

Juan Zapata is pursuing a 
master’s degree in music at 
the Chicago College of Per-
forming Arts at Roosevelt 
University and received his 
Bachelor of Music degree at 
Louisiana State University in 
2012. He was a finalist in the 
Union League Civic & Arts 
Foundation competition and 
has received awards from 
the Orpheus Vocal compe-
tition. He currently stud-
ies with renowned baritone 
Richard Stillwell.

Don St. Pierre, who ac-
companied the vocalists, is 
a pianist and composer who 
teaches at the Curtis Insti-
tute of Music in Philadel-
phia. He has taught at Chau-
tauqua since 1987.

According to Rotarian 
Helen Baran, who arranges 
the musical appearances 
and hosts the songsters each 
year, the club has been giv-
ing a financial donation to 
Chautauqua since the early 
1970s. And, each year, club 
members look forward to 
listening to the singing and 
watching the facial expres-
sions of these extremely tal-
ented vocalists.
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A decades-long Friend of 
Chautauqua Theater, Sally 
McClure had never missed a 
show in Bratton Theater. 

This season, when she 
was unable to leave her home 
to attend A Raisin in the Sun, 
conservatory members Toby 
Onwumere and Chasten 
Harmon came to her, acting 
out a scene from the play in 
McClure’s living room. A 
few weeks later, on July 23, 
McClure passed away in her 
home. She was 80 years old.

During Chautauqua The-
ater Company’s last Brown 
Bag of 2014, CTC Managing 
Director Sarah Clare Corpo-
randy announced the dedi-
cation of a chair in Bratton to 
McClure. 

In addition to recognizing 
this trying aspect of 2014, 
leaders of the company of-
fered sneak peaks for next 
season and reflections on the 
past eight weeks.

“Each year, we try to 
build upon what we’ve done 
in the next year, learn from 

what worked and from what 
didn’t work,” Corporandy 
said.

Closing her 10th season 
as CTC Artistic Director, 
Vivienne Benesch said part 
of looking to goals for the 
future includes reflecting on 
seasons past.

“I’m interested in discov-
ering how, at the same time 
as you’re looking back, you 
are pulling us into the pres-
ent as well,” she said.

The company set out — 
specifically in the past two 
years — to broaden conver-
sations on inclusion and di-
versity, which they plan to 
continue in upcoming sea-
sons. Discussions this sea-
son included programmed 
talks with Chautauquans 
and within the company.

“We put our foot forward 
this year in terms of inclu-
sion and really giving voice 
to a multitude of voices in 
one season. We want to con-
tinue that,” Benesch said. 
“We’re looking for ways to 
do that with old classics as 
well as new works … look-
ing at plays that can reflect 
the American culture as it 

exists today, as well as how 
it was.”

The company’s roster for 
each season has had a con-
sistent infrastructure in the 
past, but Benesch said this 
will continue to evolve with 
the company.

“We have so often here 
done an American classic, 
a Shakespearean master-
piece and a new, contempo-
rary — that’s been our one, 
two, three — and there’s 
good reason for that, but 
we’re shaking up how each 
of those functions to reflect 
who we are today,” Benesch 
said.

The company plans to 
again produce three plays 
and two New Play Work-
shop productions next year, 
but it is also working with 
a constrained budget. At 
the last Brown Bag, Friends 
of Chautauqua Theater pre-
sented CTC with $6,500. The 
company also held silent and 
live auctions to supplement 
the funds offered by the In-
stitution. The budget will not 
be entirely finalized until 
October.

There are, however, a few 

definites already established 
for the 2015 season. Next 
year’s Shakespeare produc-
tion will be Henry V. CTC 
has also chosen its next com-
mission, playwright Zayd 
Dohrn, who previously 
workshopped his plays Sick 
and Muckrakers at Chautau-
qua. Dohrn will be in resi-
dence with the company in 
2015, and his play will be 
produced or workshopped 
in the 2016 season. The com-
pany also announced they 
surpassed Chautauqua’s 
ticket sale goals by nearly 5 
percent.

“People have really re-
sponded to the excellence of 
the work, but also the new 
composition of our company, 
the new angle of investigat-
ing issues of race, culture and 
new voices,” Benesch said. 
“We’re not just checking off a 
box, and it’s really important 
that we actually are educat-
ing ourselves through excel-
lent theater about stories we 
may be unfamiliar with.”

Next season, as well as 
continuing with “excellent 
theater,” Benesch said she 
hopes the company engages 

in an increased number of 
post-show talks with audi-
ences, to give actors and 
other company members a 
chance to more explicitly 
share their understandings 
of the work.

“We want to engage the 
audience after what they see 
as much as before,” Benesch 
said. “We performed this for 
you, we had an experience 
working on it, you come to see 
it, now what’s the next stage 
for us? What can you teach us? 
What did we teach you?”

Expanding conversation 
after shows will include 
widening conservatory par-
ticipation throughout the 
grounds.

“We have an opportu-
nity at Chautauqua to be in 
dialogue across many — not 
only departments, but to en-
gage in conversation from 
many different perspec-
tives,” Benesch said.

Although Benesch and 
Corporandy said it is con-
sistently difficult for CTC to 
participate in the multitudes 
of programming that occurs 
on the grounds outside Brat-
ton, they hope to increase ef-

forts to connect with groups 
on the grounds.

“We’ve been talking a lot 
about our role as community 
members, not just as artists 
who come here and do our 
work, but our participation 
in the community,” Corpo-
randy said. “Being able to go 
to lectures, or go to other art 
programs to show our sup-
port, to connect, to have a 
conversation, to be inspired 
by it and then bring it back 
to our work.”

Company leadership also 
plans to extend efforts in the 
larger community, to con-
nect with the region outside 
the Institution’s gates. Ben-
esch said she does not want 
Chautauqua to be a “beacon 
on the hill,” and building ed-
ucational and outreach op-
portunities is among CTC’s 
priorities.

CTC has seen challenges 
and changes over the years, 
like this season with the 
passing of their Friend Mc-
Clure. But, Corporandy and 
Benesch said, each year’s tri-
als bring teachable moments 
and aspirations for upcom-
ing seasons.

CTC looks to future, strives for connection and inclusion

Westfield/Mayville Rotary Club supports Institution vocal students

Provided photo

School of Music Voice Program students and Chautauqua Opera Apprentice Artists and sang for the Westfield/Mayville Rotarians in July. Representing the School of Music 
were, at left, standing, Owen McCausland and Juan Zapata; seated, Monica Dewey, voice coach Don St. Pierre and Kendra Broom. Representing Chautauqua Opera were, 
at right, Benjamin Bloomfield, Kate Farrar, chorus master Carol Rausch, Nicolle Haslett and Jesse Darden.
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C O M M U N I T Y

MARK OPREA
Staff Writer

Eighth Century. Córdo-
ba, Spain: At the time, the 
country was under Islamic 
rule, and cities like Córdoba 
absorbed the language, be-
liefs and religion of the Is-
lamic people. Córdoba, now 
a World Heritage Site, was 
unique in the sense that there 
was unification between the 
three Abrahamic religions: 
Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam — a notion of “shared 
worship” that, as evidenced 
in contemporary media, has 
increasingly diminished. 

Despite these tensions, 
Feisal Abdul Rauf, an Ameri-
can Sufi imam and author, 
has held fast to this con-
cept of Abrahamic harmony 
and brought it to the United 
States, where he translated it 
into a multi-faith, multi-na-
tional organization called the 
Cordoba Initiative. 

It’s a program, Rauf said, 
with the aim to “bring har-
mony between America and 
the world of Islam,” while 
focusing on the aspect of re-
ligious tension. 

The imam believes that 
much can be accomplished 
by building Muslim-Amer-
ican community centers 
around the world — that is, 
in the form of what he calls a 
“Cordoba House.”

“The purpose of the Cor-
doba House is to … have an 
impact — or a presence, actu-
ally — on how people think 
about you and [how] people 
want to engage with you,” 
Rauf said.

It is place where, Rauf 
said, “people — not just Mus-
lims — can sing together, eat 
together, pray together,” one 
that welcomes all members 
of the Abrahamic family of 
religions.

What better place to start 
than Chautauqua Institu-
tion?

Ever since 1995, the De-
partment of Religion at 
Chautauqua has worked to 
create bonds between Islam 
and other faiths. Due to the 
overwhelming success of the 
Soviet Exchange Program in 
the 1980s, where 250 Chau-
tauquans were sent to Soviet 
Russia in a cultural exchange 
to explore U.S.-Soviet affairs, 
former Chautauqua presi-
dent Dan Bratton formed the 
Middle East Task Force with a 
similar dream that he had re-
garding the people of Islam. 
As U.S. military presence in 
Afghanistan increased, how-
ever, Bratton decided such a 
task was too dangerous. 

One member of that task 

force was Maureen Rovegno, 
now associate director of the 
Department of Religion, who 
remembers the ’90s as being 
a time when awareness of the 
Islamic world was sparse, as 
“most people had no clue” 
that the faith was a part of 
the Abrahamic family. In 
1998, Rovegno, then a mem-
ber of the Chautauqua board 
of trustees, aided the Rev. 
Ross Mackenzie, director of 
the Department of Religion, 
in forming the Abrahamic 
Initiative in 1998 to bolster 
this awareness, to accommo-
date the Muslim faith on the 
grounds and respond to the 
already pressing curiosity of 
many Chautauquans.

Then 9/11 hit. Islamopho-
bia went off the charts.

At the same time the De-
partment of Religion, under 
the direction of the Rev. Joan 
Brown Campbell, morphed 
the Abrahamic Initiative into 
a new Abrahamic Program 
— which would eventually 
spawn the Abrahamic Pro-
gram for Young Adults — 
Rauf was spreading the word 
about his initiative. Rauf ex-
perienced tremendous back-
lash when the press caught 
wind of the “mosque” he 

wanted to build near Ground 
Zero. The media, he said, 
blew it out of proportion. 
Rauf tried the best he could 
to remind the world that the 
terrorist attacks were “un-Is-
lamic” and as antithetical to 
the Muslim faith as could be.

The problem today, he 
said, “is not between the Mus-
lims and the non-Muslims in 
the West,” but between “the 
moderates of all faith tradi-
tions and the extremists of all 
faith traditions.”

With ISIS forces running 
rampant in Iraq, and Salaf-
ist jihadists following a radi-
cal form of Islam, Rauf said 
that there’s no better way to 
combat this sense of extrem-
ism than to “educate persons 
who do not know enough 
about their faith traditions … 
and other peoples’ faith tradi-
tions.”

Rovegno said that she 
sees Rauf’s goal as one that 
weaves the same fundamen-
tal thread of Chautauqua’s 
religious creed. 

“This is how Chautauqua 
will truly become the family 
of Abraham — by meeting 
people, becoming friends, ex-
tending hospitality, accepting 
hospitality,” Rovegno said. 

If the initiative fulfills 
its task, Rovegno said, then 
“large numbers of folks that 
come to Chautauqua can 
say, ‘I can’t be Islamophobic 
because I have an Islamic 
friend.’ ”

Rauf, who has been com-
ing to the Institution since 
2002, said that he has been 
influenced greatly by Chau-
tauqua’s religious tolerance 
in the past. Throughout Week 
Eight, Rauf led a Muslim de-
votional hour, demonstrating 
similarities among the Abra-
hamic faiths, attempting to 
rectify misconceptions some 
have about Islam, and voic-
ing like-sounding words of 
sacredness.

Rauf ended each session 
with Muslim prayer, where 
Jews, Christians and Mus-
lims chanted as one.

Halfway through the 
week, the leaders of the 
denominational houses 
throughout Chautauqua 
held an open house for Rauf 
and members of the Cordoba 
Initiative. A room packed 
with curious Chautauquans 
eager to hear Rauf’s proposal 
was “heartwarming” due to 
the surprising amount of en-
couragement.

“It was a very power-
ful event,” he said. “Every-
one welcomed us with open 
arms.”

After Rauf delivered a 
speech to the chaplains, hosts 
and chairs of the houses, 
Kurt Akeley, host at the May-
flower House (a part of the 
United Church of Christ at 
Chautauqua), went in front of 
the podium to deliver what 
Rauf said was “one of the 
most powerful statements of 
all” that evening.

“We need a Cordoba 
House here in Chautauqua 
more than you need the 
Chautauqua Institution,” 
Akeley said.

And other leaders agreed.
Bob Douds, the chair of 

the United Methodist House, 
said that the Cordoba Initia-
tive is “one of the perfect 
groups” to carry out the orig-
inal plan of the Abrahamic 
Initiative. He said what will 
benefit all religions at Chau-
tauqua is what the people 
here love most: “to seek out 
knowledge.”

“The truth is that igno-
rance creates fear, and this 
knowledge will eliminate 
fear — that [fear] which is the 
seed of all this,” Douds said.

Edith Everett, immedi-
ate past chair of the board of 
the Everett Jewish Life Cen-
ter at Chautauqua, said that 
“we are entirely supportive 
of any Muslim house, center 
or initiative at Chautauqua 
that would encourage greater 
participation of the commu-
nity.”

Deacon Ray Defendorf, 
host of the Catholic House, 
said that “there’s a lot of sup-
port” for Rauf and the Cor-
doba House at Chautauqua, 
and that all denominational 
houses “would be open to 
having a Muslim communi-
ty” at the Institution.

And Akeley himself stat-
ed that he’s “always been 
impressed about the interest 
in Muslim inclusion” and 
the “possibility of this kind 
of unity” that could occur. 
Akeley said that, at the open 
house, denominational rep-
resentatives were practically 
cheering for Rauf’s proposal 
and what it stood for.

“There were all these offers 
for space to host [Cordoba] in 
the meantime,” he said. “Al-
most everyone was jumping 
forward saying, ‘Don’t forget 
me! Don’t forget about me!”

Recalling the reception 
he got, Rauf said he thinks 
that a future Cordoba House 
in Chautauqua can act as a 
“laboratory-scale model” or 
“pilot project,” where he can 
“test [his] ideas and refine 
them to start the ‘franchise.’ ”

Because Chautauqua, to 
Rauf, represents “not only 
the members” of many faith 
traditions “but their leaders,” 
he said that the religious har-
mony in Chautauqua’s 140-
year long tradition underlies 
the philosophy embedded in 
his “mission statement.”

Until the Cordoba House 
is actually constructed in the 
Institution, Rauf said that 
he is thinking in the mean-
time about a “house without 
walls,” and rather focus-
ing on a Christ-like spread-
ing of a “gospel of peace” 
with those he engages with 
around the world.

The aim first, Rauf said, is 
to focus on the “foundation.”

Rovegno is still concerned 
about the residual fear and 
even “terror” some Ameri-
cans have for Islam. This, she 
said, is why the initiative is 
needed.

“The only way that this 
fear can be alleviated, or neu-
tralized, is to get to know 
each other in a personal 
way,” she said.

As the Psalm goes: “How 
good is it, and how pleasant, 
when people dwell together 
in unity.”

AN ABRAHAMIC FAMILY: IMAM’S CORDOBA HOUSE 
HIGHLY SUPPORTED BY CHAUTAUQUA FAITH LEADERS

Chautauqua Conversations
COLUMN BY JOHN FORD

For several years, Chautauqua County, the Institution, local 
civic and tourist development boards, and various lake conserva-
tion groups and coalitions have been struggling against the rising 
tide of weeds, pollution and the seemingly inexorable death march 
of Chautauqua Lake.

No couple in the county has waged the battle more fiercely — 
nor longer — than Doug and Jane Conroe. Doug, the Institution’s 
director of operations, is the current president and one of the early 
leaders of the Chautauqua Lake Association, which clears the lake 
of choking weeds. Jane is a leading public face of the Chautauqua 
Watershed Conservancy, which tries to keep harmful pollutants 
and weed nutrients from running off into the lake.

In the after-hours quiet of Doug’s cluttered corner office in the 
Colonnade, we spoke about their lives and conservation efforts, 
starting with witnessing one of the most shattering events of the 
last half of 20th-century American history.

Jane: We met at Kent State University. I was from Char-
don, Ohio, in Geauga County, east of Cleveland. I was 
the elected president of my freshman dorm. Doug was 
involved in student government; he was a junior and 

president of the mens’ inter-hall council. We attended meet-
ings of these organizations together. We wound up dating 
and were engaged by the time I was a junior. He was a 
graduate student in public administration by then, and had 
an internship in the office of student conduct affairs.

Doug: There had been trouble at Kent State in 1969 be-
tween the administration and the students. The cause was 
basically the Vietnam War, increasingly unpopular with a 
largely liberal student body at the university. There were 
indeed some outside activists who probably incited some of 
the trouble. Some outsiders were reportedly affiliated with 
the SDS [Students for a Democratic Society]. But in 1969 it 
had ended peacefully. With the job and positions I had held, 
I was able to play some role in that.

Jane: The next year, in early May 1970, the unimaginable 
happened. Resentment had grown over the Vietnam War, 
but the revelations of President Nixon’s secret bombing of 
Cambodian border regions ignited a revolt.

That weekend before the shootings happened was actu-

ally kind of a pretty spring weekend. Kids were out. There 
was a famous picture of national guardsmen standing there, 
and this girl in what would have been 1970s wild-child garb 
stuck a flower in the muzzle of the his gun.

Doug: On a Sunday night, there had been some mat-
tress fires set on campus. I was right there witnessing the 
fires. It was part of my job. The fire department came, and 
the students chopped up their hoses with axes. Rocks were 
thrown. The ROTC buildings were the targets, and the 
governor of Ohio sent in the National Guard. The guard 
had been staged outside town, and I felt some sense of relief 
when they came in. I thought this might, perhaps, prevent 
more trouble.

Jane: The students had been given warnings that gather-
ings of more than two or three people were illegal. There 
was a curfew. Streets were monitored basically by helicop-
ter. There were tanks running up and down the streets. 
There were armed soldiers everywhere.

There was a hill on the campus at Kent State.  The archi-
tecture building sat on top of that hill, and at its base was 
what we called the “gathering place.” Defying the orders 
of the university administration, students announced they 
would meet at noon on Monday at the gathering place. I 
know the history books say the cause of everything that 
week was the war, and students did resent the war. But I 
still believe the real reason for the gathering was a protest 
against the presence of the troops on campus.

Anyhow, the students did meet at the gathering place. 
The National Guard moved in and formed a perimeter 
around the students, essentially pinning them against the 

base of the hill.
The soldiers pressed in on the students, forcing them up 

and partially over the hill. Somehow, some of the guards-
men outflanked the students, winding up behind them. 
Over the hill was a parking lot. I was coming back from 
class, walking through that parking lot. I didn’t see the 
shooting, because I passed the parking lot a few minutes 
earlier. Chaos ensued. I was tear gassed, and was running 
back to the dorm to get that burning tear gas out of my eyes. 
Four students were killed by American National Guards-
men that day, and others were seriously wounded.

Doug: The campus was shut down. Students were told to 
get out, to go home, get their parents to pick them up. I lived 
off-campus and was able to get Jane back home to her fam-
ily. Since this happened near the end of the semester, most 
students ended up sending in papers, or took open-book 
exams off campus.

Jane: I took the hardest organic chemistry test of my life 
that spring. It was an open-book exam. But you definitely 
had to read and understand the textbook.

The next year, I returned to Kent as a junior; Doug was 
at nearby Hiram College, where he was director of housing. 
We got married after my junior year, and I commuted back 
to Kent to finish my degree. We were the dorm parents for 
the mens’ quad at Hiram. One of my responsibilities was to 
faithfully weed out the marijuana plants nestled in amongst 
the holly by my front door. After graduation, I taught high 
school science in Aurora, Ohio. We started our family. Three 
kids were born. Before we knew it, Doug had been at Hiram 
for 10 years and it wasn’t going to get any better there. We 
started looking around.

Doug is from Jamestown originally. A family friend 
called one day who was the treasurer of the Chautauqua 
Lake Association. He said the CLA was looking to hire an 
executive director. This was in 1980.

Doug: We had bought a cottage in Maple Springs, across 
Chautauqua Lake from the Institution in 1978. It was next to 
my parents’ place, on the lake.  

Provided photos

Clockwise from top left: Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf speaks with Maureen Rovegno, associate director of the Department of Religion, and 
the Rev. Joan Brown Campbell, former director of the department; Imam Souleimane Konate of the Aqsa Salaam Community in Harlem 
with Rauf; Chautauquans gathered for the series of Muslim Devotional Hours during Week Eight in the Hall of Philosophy; Rauf led daily 
sessions, discussing the similarities among the Abrahamic faiths and attempting to rectify misconceptions about Islam.

See CONVERSATIONS, Page 12
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Jane: We didn’t own any-
thing, and thought maybe 
we should. I remember look-
ing at this cottage, all board-
ed up in February. There was 
no electricity. There were 
dirty dishes in the sink. But 
we bought it. When we took 
the CLA job that’s where we 
lived. We plumbed a heat-
ing system, put in storm 
windows and we made it 
through the winter. I stayed 
home with the kids, and he 
worked at the CLA.

Doug: My father ran a 
lumber business and after a 
while he asked me to take it 
over. The CLA job was not 
going to provide the income I 
needed to support the family, 
so I agreed. But as we started 
getting the business invigo-
rated, the big box stores came 
in and the economy was slid-
ing. This was 1983.

Jane: Doug was hired at 
Chautauqua in October 1984 
as assistant to the vice presi-
dent of operations, who was 
Tom Smith. Doug’s office was 
in this suite toward the back 
of the building. That was 30 
years ago.

I took a teaching job as 
our youngest child was in 
first grade. I taught at Chau-
tauqua High School, which 
was then just across the road 
from the Institution. I taught 
all sorts of earth and natural 

sciences. Quite the potpourri 
of sciences. After five years, 
there was a lot of talk about 
consolidation in schools 
— which came to pass and 
Chautauqua High School 
was closed and merged with 
another school. There was 
a vacancy at Maple Grove 
School, where my kids were 
enrolled. I moved there. The 
night we told our kids I was 
going to teach at their school 
was a scary night for them. 
I was at that school for 24 
years, until 2008. At around 
that time, Doug took over for 
Charlie Heinz as head of the 
operations department.

Doug: I guess I got the 
lake conservation passion 
first. My time at the CLA had 
certainly piqued my inter-
est, and I had been on this 
lake for every summer of 
my life. The CLA job opened 
some doors for membership 
on county committees, and 
things grew from there. I 
started out teaching Jane on 
lake issues, and now more 
recently she is the one teach-
ing me some things. I taught 
her about water issues gen-
erally and now with her 
science background she is 
showing me how and why it 
all fits together.

Jane: Through the years, 
Chautauqua Lake became 
such a vital part of our lives. 
We were boating, canoe-
ing, sailing, skating in the 
winter, kayaking eventu-
ally. Our first sailboat was 

called “Swindle,” because he 
bought it without telling me 
beforehand. And I wound up 
the one who sailed it. It was 
the smallest scow they make. 

I fell in love with this lake. 
It just sucks you in some-
how, doesn’t it? So there was 
an emotional attachment 
to match the scientific real-
ization of the peril the lake 
faces. Now for the past four 
years I have been an apostle 
for the lake, supported by a 
grant from the Chautauqua 
Watershed Conservancy. I 
was on their board of direc-
tors for a while. The lake is 
part of me. I call her by the 
pronoun “she.”

Doug: I was appointed 
by Gov. Mario Cuomo to 
the Ohio River Valley Water 
Sanitation Commission, an 
interstate compact of eight 
states and the federal gov-
ernment. Three successors 
including his son, have reap-
pointed me. I have served all 
the officer roles in ORSAN-
CO and am currently the 
vice chairman with the ex-
pectation that I will become 
chairman next July. I guess I 
am a believer and participant 
in organizations, and trust in 
their potential for good.

At ORSANCO, I am at the 
table with the chief environ-
mental officers of eight states 
and the federal EPA regional 
directors. I have opportuni-
ties for wider perspectives. 
I was also a charter member 
of the Chautauqua County 

Environmental Management 
Council. I am the current 
chairman of the council.

Jane: Those trying days 
at Kent may have influenced 
our faith in organizations. 
We held leadership positions 
in student groups and felt we 
did some good things.  

Doug: On the future of 
Chautauqua Lake, we are 
definitely seeing a resur-
gence of public interest. We 
are seeing initiative and en-
ergy from a lot of different 
sectors. There is hope in that. 
More people do seem to be 
finally getting it. The major-
ity still does not. But if you 
understand natural evolu-
tion, you have to be guarded 
about the future. We’re not 
going to return the lake to 
the pristine clarity of 200 
years ago.

The question is: Can 
we prevent harmful algal 
blooms? There is reason for 
optimism there. There will 
be blooms, but if we can 
avoid the scum, the inten-
sity and the toxicity of the 
blooms, then people can still 
enjoy the lake.

Jane: Towns and munici-
palities and the state can 
be keys to helping the lake, 
through zoning ordinanc-
es, highway practices, and 
things like that. Individuals 
can make small changes, but 
they count too. That’s where 
I’ve been directing my en-
thusiasm. There’s so much 
worthwhile work to do.

CONVERSATIONS
FROM PAGE 1

ANNOUNCEMENTS
AA/ALANON open meet ing 
Hurlbut Church Parlor Sundays 
and Wednesday 12:30 p.m.

BOATS FOR SALE
15 FOOT, fiberglass, 9.9 out-
board, electric start, trolling 
motor, trailer included. $1,000. 
357-3035.
20' CROWNLINE bowrider in 
great cond, I/O, only 125 engine 
hours $12,000 -- fraction of 
new cost.See/ride it here. 704-
577-8002 or stop at 24 Vincent.

CONDOS FOR SALE
COOP APT 33 Miller 2 Br 2 Ba 
Sleeps 6 Central location, fur-
nished, updated $149,900. 
MLS #1034777 Karen Goodell 
716-789-2165

FOOD/PRODUCE
100% Grass-Fed Beef Cuts, 
Certif ied Organic Chickens, 
Sh i i t ake  Mushrooms,  and   
more. Green Heron Growers, 
2 3 6 1  W a i t  C o r n e r s  R d , 
Sherman, NY, 15 minutes from   
Chautauqua Institute. Farm 
Store open dai ly 8am-8pm, 
se l f -serve .  716-753-0371,  
www.greenherongrowers.com

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

CHAUTAUQUA MEMORIES 
ALL YEAR. Calendar beauti-
fu l ly  photographed by Lee 
Heinz. Perfect for framing. $20. 
917-856-5594
JOURNAL by GEORGE E. 
VINCENT 1896-97. Hand writ-
ten and illustrated of his trip to 
Europe and Or ient .  $5000 
OBO. Call Rich 908-319-2892.
SAILBOAT-16' MFG fide wind-
er. On CHQ grounds. Complete, 
good condition, garage kept. 
$500/OBO. 734-649-0149.
S H E R AT O N  S T E I N W AY 
PIANO, upright, like new. Piano 
features Diaphramatic sound-
board, Accelterated Action and 
Hexagrip pinblock. 716-969-
2621
5 CIVIL WAR stories and a 
boys recollections of Lincoln in 
1907 "Youth 's  companion" 
reprinted newspaper in book-
store $3.95.Incl three baseball 
ads.

OFF-SEASON 
RENTAL

COMFORTBLE,  MODERN, 
1st - f loor  e ff ic iency condo.  
Centrally located.  Fully fur-
nished, kitchenette, cable t/v, 
w/d. Reasonable monthly rent. 
Zinman 753-7558
T O W N H O U S E ,  n e x t  t o 
Institute,lakefront, 2 b/r, fully 
furnished. 716-512-2212.

SERVICES

2015 SEASON

B E A U T I F U L  G A R D E N 
DISTRICT weeks 6&7. Built 
2011. 6 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
porches. No pets. Call 716-
969-4758.
C H A R M I N G  V I C T O R I A N . 
Weeks 3&9. 5 BR. Sleeps up to 
13. 4 full baths. 2 Kit. 2 LR. 2 
DR. 2 W/D. 6 porches. Large 
Patio. Grill. Cable. DVD. High-
speed wireless internet. AC. 
On-site parking. Excellent loca-
tion. Near Amp. $2900. scar-
win@peoplepc.com. 412-818-
7711.
FOR RENT - all weeks. Quiet 
first floor 1 bedroom apt. $1000/
week. 716-753-2473 norman-
karp@yahoo.com

2015 SEASON
HUNT LEA 2 bdrm/2bath condo 
for rent. Everything new! King-
size bed, flat screen TV's with 
cable and Tivo, Wifi, free park-
ing. Central A/C. Free laundry. 
Spacious porch. Great location 
directly across from Turner 
Gate. Available entire 2015 
season. Offering 1 free offsea-
son week. Contact Marc at 
954-822-8430.
M O D E R N  C O N D O ,  2 
Bedrooms, Ki tchen, Porch, 
A/C, W/D, Cable TV & Internet. 
C l o s e  t o  B e s t o r  P l a z a , 
Ampitheatre, Lake. Weeks 5,6. 
Cell: 216.410.5677.
NEW CONDO, 2BR/2 bath, first 
floor, spacious & bright kitchen, 
large porch, WiFi/cable, central 
A/C, W/D, patio with grill, drive-
way parking space. Great loca-
tion: 46 peck. $2,500/wk. 814-
440-8781
WEEK 1,2,or9. Albion A, 5 
South Terrace. Modern 2 bdrm, 
2 ba, porch on Mil ler Park, 
Central A/C, W/D, WiFi. $2,200 
week. 242-327-7863. victo-
riasallen@gmail.com
14 FOREST (Modern Circa 
1991) First floor 1 Bed/1 Bath 
(Week  2 ) ,  Queen  Bed  o r 
Second f loor 2 Bed/2 Bath 
(Weeks 1,2) King/Queen Beds, 
A/C, Flatscreen TVs, Cable/
Wifi, large porch. Shared W/D. 
No Pets. 309-287-2367, janel-
lac@aol.com
16 HURST AVE. Charming arts 
and crafts style cottage-seclud-
ed 4BR, 2BA, double lot, great 
park ing .  Weeks 3 ,6 ,7 ,8 ,9 . 
Beautiful porch, barbeque patio 
304-551-3123
16 WILEY weeks 1-5,7-9, spa-
cious 3-story house near lake 
and children's school, 6+ bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D, 
cable, wireless internet, no 
pets, no smoking 212-369-
1220 lhunnewell@willowridge.
com
2015 SEASON 2BR Lakeview 
Condo. All Amenities. Central 
Location. 330-416-2229
2015 SWAP. Your Chautauqua 
apartment for my New York City 
apartment any 2 weeks of the 
season. starscoot@aol.com
2014 Season
FA M I LY  H O M E  W e e k s  3 
through 9 available. 9 Wiley. 
Renovated 4BR Lake View: 3.5 
Bath, A/C, Complete Renovated 
Kitchen, W/D, Cable, Wifi, On 
Site Parking Pass Included. 
410-279-3415, jendelancey@
aol.com

chqdaily.com

 » on the grounds

BIKE SAFETY TIPS
In accord with New York 
state law, bicyclists shall 
observe all traffic signs 
and signals, including stop 
signs and one-way streets. @chqdaily

The Malcolm Anderson 
Lecture Fund of the Chau-
tauqua Foundation provides 
funding for today’s 10:45 
a.m. lecture by Acting Depu-
ty Surgeon General Rear Ad-
miral Scott F. Giberson.

The Malcolm Ander-
son Lecture Fund was es-

tablished in 1987 to honor 
D. Malcolm Anderson of 
Chautauqua and Pittsburgh. 
Anderson was a fourth-gen-
eration Chautauquan and 
a trustee of the Institution 
from 1982 to 1990. He served 
as U.S. attorney for the West-
ern District of Pennsylvania 

and later as assistant attorney 
general for the Department 
of Justice. He was founding 
partner in the Pittsburgh law 
firm of Anderson, Moreland 
and Bush. He retired to Bra-
denton, Florida, and passed 
away Oct. 9, 1998.

If you would be interested in 

discussing the possibility of es-
tablishing an endowed lecture-
ship or supporting another as-
pect of Chautauqua’s program, 
please contact Karen Blozie, 
director of gift planning, at 
716-357-6244 or email her at 
kblozie@ciweb.org. 

Malcolm Anderson Lecture Fund supports today’s Giberson talk
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s y m P h o n y

will rubin
Staff Writer

The 2014 Chautauqua 
symphony orchestra season 
is officially one of 86 in the 
history books. 

now, the music Director 
search Committee, which is 
staffed by members of the 
community, the Cso and 
Chautauqua Institution lead-
ership, is faced with the task 
of choosing a favorite out of 
the eight guest conductors 
who auditioned for the posi-
tion throughout the summer.

The eight finalists for the 
ninth tenured head of the 
CSO are: Marcelo Lehninger, 
Rossen Milanov, Cristian 
Macelaru, Roberto Minczuk, 
Bruce hangen, maximiano 
Valdés, Christof Perick and 
Daniel Boico. 

Associate Director of Pro-
gramming Deborah sunya 
Moore said she believes the 
audition process led by the 
committee served its pur-
pose of providing a clear set 
of information for the nine 

members to sift through. 
Each candidate had the 

opportunity to go through 
a formal interview session 
with the committee, infor-
mal interaction with Chau-
tauqua’s music community, 
and at least one concert cycle 
with the Cso. 

“It’s becoming clear which 
type of candidate we’re go-
ing for,” Moore said. “It’s 
become absolutely clear that 
they first and foremost must 
have the skill to be a prin-
cipal conductor and leader. 
We want somebody who will 
push us forward toward our 
greatest possible level of ar-
tistic excellence.”

moore and Vice President 
and Director of Program-
ming Marty Merkley agreed 
that they anticipate “three or 
four” of the eight candidates 
will be considered favorites 
as the committee begins de-
liberations later this week. 

The committee’s mission 
is to come up with a recom-
mendation of which conduc-
tor the Institution, led by 

Merkley, should pursue for 
hire. 

The duo has noted this as 
the “fourth and final” year of 
the search for a permanent 
music director, but Merkley 
conceded the minute pos-
sibility of the process going 
into overtime.

“We’re hoping to finish it, 
but we won’t know until we 
get down to brass tacks,” he 
said. “We reserve the right 
— if we really need to — to 
have a competition of sorts 
next season. We really don’t 
want to have that happen.”

neither he nor moore 
chose to reveal any names or 
venture a guess as to a peck-
ing order, but they anticipate 
the committee having to go 
through each candidate’s file 
with a fine-toothed comb. 

“It’s going to be like split-
ting hairs,” Merkley said. 
“We won’t really have an 
idea of what everyone thinks 
until we begin those final 

meetings. It’s like decid-
ing to paint a room white; 
which shade of white do you 
want?”

Assuming a choice is 
made and the hiring process 
completed, there figures to 
be a high level of intrigue as 
the new maestro begins his 
tenure with the Cso. 

How much of a presence 
he has will be determined 
in part by his prior commit-
ments during the 2015 sea-
son, according to moore. she 
said she’s confident that the 
new man’s hands will “still 
shape the season, regard-
less.”

“As with any new face in 
town, it will pique a lot of in-
terest from the community,” 
she said. “They’ll have an im-
pact on everything from the 
repertoire, guest artists. … 
The change that will happen 
will come in bits and pieces, 
though. Relationships have 
to develop over time.”

season’s end gives way to new beginning for cso
amanda mainguy | Staff Photographer

The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, under the 
leadership of guest conductor and music director 

candidate Cristian Macelaru, performs Aaron Copland’s 
“Appalachian Spring: Suite” July 17 in the Amphitheater.
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P r o g r A m

W
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 20

•••	 VACI Open Members Exhibition 
closes.	Fowler-Kellogg	Art	Center

•••	 Last day for the Gallery Store.	
Strohl	Art	Center

7:00	 (7	–	11)	Farmers Market

7:15	 (7:15–8)	Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions.	Leader:	Larry Terkel.	
(Judaism/Kabbalah.)	Donation.	Bring	
gate	pass.	Main	Gate	Welcome	
Center	Conference	Room

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel	
of	the	Good	Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation.	(Sponsored	
by	Unity	of	Chautauqua.)	Hall	of	
Missions

8:30	 (8:30–10)	CHQ Health Care Forum 
Lecture. “Mobility	and	Function	in	
Elder	Years.” Josh Tuck,	LECOM.	
Elizabeth	S.	Lenna	Hall 

8:45	 Catholic Mass.	Chapel	of	the	Good	
Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9)	Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion.	Hall	
of	Missions	Grove

9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. “The	Secret	of	
Success.” The Rev. Cynthia Hale, 
founding	and	senior	pastor,	Ray	of	
Hope	Christian	Church,	Decatur,	Ga.	
Amphitheater

9:30	 Chautauqua Institution Trustees 
Porch Discussion.	“Looking	Ahead	
to	the	2015	Season.”	Tom Becker.	
Hultquist	Center	porch

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing.	
UCC	Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Scott F. Giberson, 
acting	deputy	U.S.	Surgeon	General.	
Amphitheater

12:00	 Women in Ministry.	Hall	of	
Missions

12:10	 Catholic Mass.	Chapel	of	the	Good	
Shepherd

12:15	 Massey Organ Mini-Concert. 
“With	an	American	Accent.”	Jared 
Jacobsen,	organist.	Amphitheater

12:15	 Brown Bag Book Review.	
(Programmed	by	the	CLSC	Alumni	
Association.)	Jack McCredie,	The 
Billionaire and the Mechanic by	
Julian	Guthrie. Literary	Arts	Center	at	
Alumni	Hall	porch	

12:30	 AA / Al-Anon Meeting. Hurlbut	
Church	Parlor.

12:30	 CHQ Health Care Forum Lecture.	
“Women’s	Health	in	an	Aging	
Population.”	Danielle Hansen.	
LECOM.	Athenaeum	Hotel	Parlor

1:00	 (1–4)	CWC Artists at the Market.	
Farmers	Market

1:15	 Language Hour:	French,	Spanish	
and	German.	(Programmed	by	
the	Chautauqua	Women’s	Club.)	
Women’s	Club	house

1:15	 CLSC Alumni Association Docent 
Tours of Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall and Pioneer Hall.	

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.  
“Consciousness	and	the	Near-Death	
Experience.”	Eben Alexander,	
author,	Proof of Heaven. Hall	of	
Philosophy	(simulcast	in	the	Hall	of	
Christ)

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.	
Fee.	(Purchase	tickets	at	Main	Gate	
Welcome	Center.)	Leave	from	Main	
Gate	Welcome	Center

2:15	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.	
Fee.	(Purchase	tickets	at	Main	Gate	
Welcome	Center.)	Leave	from	Main	
Gate	Welcome	Center

3:30	 Contemporary Issues Dialogue.	
(Programmed	by	the	Chautauqua		
Women’s	Club.)	Daniel R. 
Weinberger, CEO,	Lieber	Institute	
for	Brain	Development.	(Doors	
open	at	3	p.m.	Admittance	is	free,	
but	limited	to	the	first	50	people.)	
Women’s	Club	house

3:30	 (3:30–5:15)	Jewish Film Festival. 
(Programmed	by	the	Everett	Jewish	
Life	Center.)	“Hava	Nagila.”	Everett	
Jewish	Life	Center

3:30	 (3:30–5)	CHQ Health Care Forum 
Lecture. “Successful	Aging.”	
James Lin, LECOM.	Elizabeth	S.	
Lenna	Hall

4:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.	
Fee.	(Purchase	tickets	at	Main	Gate	
Welcome	Center.)	Leave	from	Main	
Gate	Welcome	Center

4:00	 Concert. Thursday Morning Brass. 
Elizabeth	S.	Lenna	Hall

4:15	 CLSC Young Readers Program.	
Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated 
Adventures by	Kate	DiCamillo.	
CPOA	Dog	Park	(adjacent	to	Turner	
Community	Center)

4:15	 Bat Chat.	(Programmed	by	the	
Chautauqua	Bird,	Tree	&	Garden	
Club.)	Caroline Van Kirk Bissell,	
nature	guide.	Smith	Wilkes	Hall

6:00	 (6–8)	Brick Walk Cafe Concerts. 
Ric Butler.	Brick	Walk	Cafe

6:30	 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living.	(Programmed	by	Unity	of	
Chautauqua.)	Bring	gate	pass.	Main	
Gate	Welcome	Center	

6:45	 Eventide Travelogue.	(Programmed	
by	the	Chautauqua	Literary	and	
Scientific	Circle	Alumni	Association.)	
“Columbia:	Overcoming	A	Bad	Rep	
One	Visitor	at	a	Time.”	Polly Wilson. 
Donation.	Hall	of	Christ

7:00	 Christian Science Service.	
Christian	Science	Chapel

7:00	 (7–7:45)	Metropolitan Community 
Church Vespers Service.	UCC	
Chapel

8:15 SPECIAL. An Evening with 
Livingston Taylor, Tom Chapin and 
the Jammin’ Divas. Amphitheater

Th
THURSDAY
AUGUST 21

7:00	 (7	–	11)	Farmers Market.

7:15	 (7:15–8)	Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions.	Leader:	Larry Terkel.	
(Judaism/Kabbalah.)	Donation.	Bring	
gate	pass.	Main	Gate	Welcome	
Center	Conference	Room

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel	
of	the	Good	Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation.	(Sponsored	
by	Unity	of	Chautauqua.)	Hall	of	
Missions

8:30	 (8:30–10)	CHQ Health Care 
Forum Lecture. “Taking	Control	
of	Alzheimer’s	Through	Research:	
The	Roadmap	to	Therapies.”	Tim 
Armour, Cure	Alzheimer’s	Fund;	
Samuel Gandy, Mount	Sinai.	
Elizabeth	S.	Lenna	Hall	

8:45	 Catholic Mass.	Chapel	of	the	Good	
Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9)	Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion.	Hall	
of	Missions	Grove

9:00	 Chautauqua Speaks.	(Programmed	
by	the	Chautauqua	Women’s	Club.)	
“Women	of	the	Impressionists.”	Mimi 
Gallo,	art	historian	and	co-founder	of	
Art	Partner	Inc.	Women’s	Club	house

9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. “The	Way	Up	
is	Down.” The Rev. Cynthia Hale, 
founding	and	senior	pastor,	Ray	of	
Hope	Christian	Church,	Decatur,	Ga.	
Amphitheater

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing.	
UCC	Chapel

10:45 LECTURE.	“Have	You	Looked	at	
Nursing	Lately?”	Martha N. Hill,	
dean	emeritus,	Johns	Hopkins	
University	School	of	Nursing.	
Amphitheater

12:10	 Catholic Mass.	Chapel	of	the	Good	
Shepherd

12:15	 Knitting.	“Women4Women–
Knitting4Peace.”	UCC	Reformed	
House	Porch

12:30	 (12:30–1:55)	Mystic Heart 
Meditation Seminar.	“The	Mystic	
Path	in	all	Religiions.”	Leader:	
Larry Terkel.	(Judaism/Kabbalah.)	
Donation. Hall	of	Missions

12:30	 CHQ Health Care Forum Lecture. 
“Integrative	Medicine.”	Greg 
Coppola,	LECOM.	Athenaeum	Hotel	
Parlor	

12:45	 Chautauqua Catholic Community 
Seminar.	“Understanding	the	
Effects	of	Childhood	Trauma.”	The 
Rev. Kenneth Schmidt,	St.	Thomas	
More	Catholic	Student	Parish;	
executive	director,	Trauma	Recovery	
Associates,	Kalamazoo,	Michigan.	
Methodist	House	Chapel

1:00	 (1–4)	CWC Artists at the Market.	
Farmers	Market

1:15	 Duplicate Bridge. Fee.	Sports	Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Embracing	Death	to	Live	Life.”	
Hussein Rashid,	professor,	Hofstra	
University. Hall	of	Philosophy	
(simulcast	in	the	Hall	of	Christ)

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.	
Fee.	(Purchase	tickets	at	Main	Gate	
Welcome	Center.)	Leave	from	Main	
Gate	Welcome	Center

2:15	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.	
Fee.	(Purchase	tickets	at	Main	Gate	
Welcome	Center.)	Leave	from	Main	
Gate	Welcome	Center

3:30 CLSC AUTHOR PRESENTATION 
Sheri Fink,	Five Days at Memorial.	
Hall	of	Philosophy	

4:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.	
Fee.	(Purchase	tickets	at	Main	Gate	
Welcome	Center.)	Leave	from	Main	
Gate	Welcome	Center

4:30	 Chautauqua Advocates Event. 
For	existing	participants	and	those	
interested	in	Chautauqua	Advocate	
program.	Visitors	Center

6:00	 (6–7:45)	Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal.	All	singers	welcome.	
(Two	rehearsals	required	to	sing	at	
Sunday	worship	services.)	Smith	
Wilkes	Hall

6:45	 PFLAG Support, Information 
and Annual Meeting. Unitarian	
Universalist	Fellowship	House

7:00	 Devotional Services and 
Programs.	Denominational	Houses

7:15	 (7:15–8)	Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions.	Leader:	Larry Terkel.	
(Judaism/Kabbalah.)	Donation.	Bring	
gate	pass.	Main	Gate	Welcome	
Center	Conference	Room

8:15 SPECIAL. Yesterday – The Beatles 
Tribute.	Amphitheater

HARMONIES ON PARADE

Matt Burkhartt | Staff Photographer

Barbershop groups perform during the Barbershop Harmony Parade last Sunday in the Amphitheater. Music groups included: Geezer 
Q (top left and middle right), J.A.M Quartet (top right) and The Upstate Harmonizers (middle left and above).


