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“The Roos-
evelts” claims to 
be a documen-
tary that history 
buffs everywhere 
have never seen 
before. It boasts of 
approaching the 
family of Ameri-
can royalty with a 
lens more candid, 
more profound 
and more intimate 
than any preced-
ing works have 
dared adopt.

At 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Am-
phitheater, director 
Ken Burns and writer Geoffrey C. Ward plan 
to delve into a deeper dialogue about “The 
Roosevelts: An Intimate History.” Picking 
up where they left off in Thursday’s lecture, 
Burns and Ward will bring the Roosevelts 
to life, bypassing the idyllic veneer with 
which many historians gloss their lives and 
instead approaching them as fundamental 
human beings.
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Today’s WeaTher saTurday
HigH  81° Low 62°
Rain: 10%
Sunrise: 6:20 a.m. Sunset: 8:26 p.m.

HigH 76° Low 57°
Rain: 0%
Sunset: 8:28 p.m.

HigH 80° Low  61°
Rain: 10%
Sunrise: 6:19 a.m. Sunset: 8:27 p.m.

The Daily’s website has been completely updated with a responsive design for enhanced viewing on all screen sizes, plus bigger photos and videos — check it out! www.chqdaily.com

sunday

quinn keLLey
Staff Writer

Nathan Schnei-
der will bring his 
experiences in re-
ligion, technology 
and reporting on 
the Occupy Wall 
Street movement 
to his conversa-
tion today about 
the American con-
sciousness with 
Krista Tippett.

Schneider, au-
thor and editor of 
two online pub-
lications, Waging 
Nonviolence and 
Killing the Buddha, 
and Tippett, host of 
public radio’s “On 
Being,” will speak at 2 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy. Week Seven’s Interfaith 
Lecture theme is “Conversations on the 
American Consciousness.”

Burns

TIPPeTT

Ward

sChneIder

Burns, Ward to 
continue intimate 
look at Roosevelts

Schneider to bring 
Occupy Wall Street 
to conversation

See burns/ward, Page 4

See occupy, Page 4

That’s about to change.
At 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphithe-

ater, the 14-year-old soprano will make 
her Chautauqua debut, performing with 
the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra in 
“An Evening with Jackie Evancho.”

Evancho first burst onto the national 
scene in 2010 on the reality show “Amer-
ica’s Got Talent.” She was a runner-up on 
that competition and, in a sense, she hasn’t 
stopped running since.

She’s released four albums (three since 
“America’s Got Talent”), performed for 
the Obamas and sung before 100,000 

people at the St. Petersburg Economic Fo-
rum. She has appeared in a PBS “Great 
Performances” special as well as numer-
ous television shows, and even acted in 
Robert Redford’s 2013 film “The Com-
pany You Keep.” She models, too, and 
was featured in the Fall 2012 GUESS Kids 
clothing campaign. A fifth album, Awak-
ening, is set for release this fall.

“My life has changed a lot since ‘Amer-
ica’s Got Talent,’ ” Evancho said. “One of 
the biggest things that’s changed is that 
people recognize me and want pictures 
or autographs. Also, I get to travel all over 

the world doing what I love.”
When Evancho leaves the Amp stage 

after her performance tonight, she said she 
hopes the audience “feels that they expe-
rienced everything that they hoped they 
would.”

“I also hope they see the growth in me 
since the time I was on the show,” she said.

Evancho was just 10 when she ap-
peared on NBC’s “America’s Got Talent,” 
where she performed pieces likes the 
aria “O mio babbino caro” from Puccini’s 
Gianni Schicchi,  “Pie Jesu” from Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s Requiem and “Time to 
Say Goodbye” — a song famously per-
formed by Andrea Bocelli and Sarah 
Brightman. While Evancho was on the 
show, she also performed the song with 
Brightman.

Known for her classical performances, 
Evancho said she listens to a variety of 
music — classical to relax, or “top 40 or 
electronic dance music” if she’s with fam-
ily or friends.

See evancho, Page 4

Librettist McMath to discuss research, writing of Norton: A Civil War Opera, Page 3

Children enjoy some evening fishing at Pier Beach earlier this season.  KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer
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Jackie Evancho has performed all over the 
world, from Russia to Japan, Las Vegas 
to Toronto. But she’s never performed at 
Chautauqua, a mere 160 or so miles from her 
hometown of Pittsburgh.

Soprano sensation Jackie Evancho to sing tonight

WORLD-CLASS 
PERFORMER

Music is a very 
important thing in my 
life. Beside it being my 
passion, I’ve grown up 
with music. Music is 
everywhere.”

—JaCKIe eVanCho
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS

Briefly

The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 
Corporation will be held 10 a.m., Saturday, Aug. 9, 2014, 
at the Hall of Christ, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, 
New York.

CORPORATION NOTICE 

Blue-green algae on Chautauqua Lake; possible beach closings
The presence of blue-green algae on Chautauqua Lake 

may lead to beach closings through the remainder of the sea-
son. All people and pets should avoid the water when beach-
es are closed. Notices will be posted at affected beaches, and 
beachgoers are encouraged to call the head lifeguard office at 
716-357-6350 for current conditions at any beach. Daily hours 
for  Children’s Beach and Pier Beach are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Though Aug. 24, any day beaches are closed, swimmers with 
a valid gate pass will be granted free access to the Turner 
Community Center pool after checking in at the fitness cen-
ter reception desk. Call 716-357-6430 for more information.
Chautauqua Property Owners Association news

The CPOA will hold its annual members meeting at 9 
a.m. Saturday in the Hall of Christ. Immediately following 
will be the annual meeting of the members of the Chautau-
qua Corporation, at 10 a.m. Saturday in the Hall of Christ.

The CPOA’s weekly informational street light walk-
about will meet at 9:30 p.m. Sunday outside the Colonnade.  

The CPOA Outdoor Lighting Committee invites you 
to attend a gathering from 10 to 11 p.m. Sunday on upper 
Root just behind Norton Hall to celebrate the recent instal-
lation of three news street lights adjacent to the new storm-
water park and rain gardens. These LED lights consume 
only 24 watts of electricity. Come and see the number of 
stars visible in the night sky on upper Root Avenue.   
Bird, Tree & Garden Club Nature Walk

Naturalist Jack Gulvin hosts a Nature Walk beginning at 
9 a.m. today from the rear (lake side) of Smith Wilkes Hall.  
Non-perishable food drive

Chautauquans can dispose of sealed, non-perishable 
foods, in the gold-papered cartons on the floor inside the 
north entrance of the post office. Mayville Food Pantry 
makes the food available to needy families in Chautauqua 
Lake Central School District. For more information, con-
tact Lou Wineman at 716-357-5015.
Poets on the Porch, Prose on the Porch

The Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends sponsors infor-
mal group critiques of poetry and prose from 1 to 1:40 p.m. 
immediately after the Tuesday and Friday Brown Bag lec-
tures by the authors of the week on the porch of the Liter-
ary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. Poets should bring 10 cop-
ies of no more than two pages of their poetry on Tuesday; 
prose writers should bring 10 copies of no more than 500 
words of their writing on Friday. 
CLSC Alumni Association news

The CLSC Class of 2004 will meet at 12:15 p.m. today in 
the Garden Room in of the Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall. Lunch will be provided. 
Music Camps accepting students for Week Eight

The Chautauqua Music Camps is still accepting students 
for middle school band, orchestra and high school jazz en-
semble. The camp occurs during Week Eight at the music 
facilities on the grounds. For more information, visit chau-
tauquamusiccamps.org, or call Peter Lindblom at 716-661-0557.
CLSC Alumni Association Science Group presentation

Greg Ferriss will present a talk, followed by Q-and-A, 
on “Translating Scientific Findings into Common Lan-
guage” from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. today in the Hall of Christ.
Women Seeking Serenity

A Women Seeking Serenity 12th Step Meeting will be 
held at 12:30 p.m. today in the Hurlbut Church parlor. 
Chautauqua Women’s Club news

CWC Flea Boutique is now open from noon to 2 p.m. 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays behind the Colonnade.  

The Women’s Club invites members to meet at 2 p.m. 
today at the house for a friendly game of Mah Jongg. Bring 
your National Mah Jongg Card. Sets will be provided.
Roselle and Pickut book signing

Chautauqua Bookstore will host authors Jim Roselle 
and Walt Pickut for a book signing of The Best Times of 
My Life from noon to 1 p.m. today in the Author’s Alcove. 
Roselle has been broadcasting live from the Chautauqua 
grounds each season for 40 years. 

ZACHARY LLOYD 
Staff Writer

Beautiful gardens are part 
and parcel to Chautauqua 
Institution, as the grounds 
are filled with bursts of 
radiant flowers, banks of 
dense shrubs and groves of 

shade trees that offer a cool 
reprieve on a hot summer 
day. Sharon Reed, certified 
master gardener with the 
Chautauqua County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, is 
currently working with the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club 
to draft a censused map of 

Chautauqua’s garden loca-
tions and the hundreds of 
plants within them.

“We’ve never had any-
thing like this,” said BTG 
board member Johanna 
Sholder. “[The map] will be 
a great thing to have, and I 
think it will really help peo-
ple understand more about 
what kind of gardens we 
have here.”

Reed said she has spent 
the past four weeks walking 
the grounds with Sholder, 
documenting the huge vari-
ety of plant life in the Insti-
tution’s green spaces. Reed 
compiles her findings into 
Microsoft Excel spreadsheets 
that she carries around on 
her official “Master Garden-
er” clipboard. 

According to Reed’s gar-
den census database, Chau-
tauqua Institution has 54 
gardens that house more 
than 260 different species of 
trees, shrubs and flowers, 
with native species making 
up approximately half of the 
total plant population.

“The plan is to work with 
BTG to map out different 
tours, like the Tuesday gar-
den walks,” Reed said. “We 
can give that information to 
the people who go on the 
walks and they’ll have a 
more in-depth understand-
ing.”

In addition to her work 
as resident botanical car-
tographer, Reed also as-

sists local horticulturist Joe 
McMaster as a guide on his 
garden walks at 4:15 p.m. ev-
ery Tuesday at Smith Wilkes 
Hall. Reed’s map will help 
her and McMaster deliver a 
more educational experience 
to tour attendees.

Maps of the gardens 
around the Institution have 
been made before, but Shold-
er said most of them are in-
correct or incomplete. 

She also said that having 
a map of the ground’s green 
spaces would be beneficial 
for the visitors to Chautau-
qua as well as the depart-
ments like the Grounds, 
Gardens and Landscaping 
Office.

“Ryan Kiblin was work-
ing on making this map 
before she passed away,” 
Sholder said. “We asked Sha-
ron if she would be willing 
to pick it up, and she jumped 
right in. She’s very good at 
organizing, and we’re get-
ting so much new informa-
tion we can use to upgrade 
our gardens and make them 
more beautiful.”

Cornell Cooperative Ex-
tension master gardeners 
gain their title by complet-
ing up to 50 hours of class-
room instruction on a vari-
ety of subjects ranging from 
botany, to fertilizer use, to 
pest management. Master 
gardeners are challenged to 
complete at least 50 hours 
of volunteer work to retain 
their certification. 

In the past five years that 
she has been certified, Reed 
said she’s completed over 
1,200 hours of volunteering, 
and usually surpasses the 
recommended amount of 
work in about a month.

Reed and McMaster will 
be hosting a garden walk at 
4:15 p.m. next Tuesday, start-
ing at the patio on the lake-
side of Smith Wilkes Hall, 
rain or shine.

Mapmaking master gardener Reed 
cartographs Chautauqua cultivations

AMANDA MAINGUY | Staff Photographer

Joe McMaster, local horticulturalist, along with Sharon Reed, master gardener with the Chautauqua County Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, lead a Garden Walk through the Chautauqua grounds on Tuesday. 



GeorGe Cooper
Staff Writer

Meredith Bean McMath, 
the librettist of Norton: A 
Civil War Opera, said that 
the unsung hero of the sto-
ry, Oliver Willcox Norton, 
was something of “a For-
rest Gump of the Civil War, 
because he appears in so 
many places.” 

In name and spirit, O.W., 
as he was known, will ap-
pear at 3:30 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Christ. David 
E. Chávez, composer of 
the opera, will discuss the 
research and writing of 
the opera, and along with 
members of the Loudoun 
Lyric Opera, will perform 
excerpts.

The opera premiered in 
April 2014, performed by 
the Loudoun Lyric Opera of 
Loudoun County in North-
ern Virginia. McMath said 
she had started with the 
concept of a Norton opera 
years ago, although she con-
ceived of it first as a play. 

Norton had “a very 
strong will and beautiful 
writing style,” McMath 
said. 

The soldier wrote many 
letters during the Civil War 
and in 1903 compiled them 
into a book, Army Letters 
1861-1865, which he dedi-
cated to his wife, Lucy. He 
had intended it as a record 
for family history.

Among his letters, one 
in particular interested Mc-
Math, a letter talking about 
a slave woman Norton had 
met on the road. 

“He wrote a detailed ac-
count,” McMath said. “He 
saw her and her children. 
He wrote it all out. I became 
fascinated with Oliver Will-
cox Norton.”

The play then turned to 
opera. 

“His story is worthy of 
an opera,” McMath said. 
“My intention as an his-
torian has always been to 
draw people back to the ac-
tual history. If you can have 
them walk in these various 

people’s shoes, and if you 
know the format of classic 
storytelling, they are going 
to get a new perspective.”

Chávez composed the 
music. He said that previ-
ous to this endeavor he had 
enjoyed Civil War history, 
but it was not something in 
which he specialized. 

“I had written a couple of 
operas before but nothing as 
full-blown as this,” he said. 
“When Meredith told me 
this true story — of a bugler 
— I found it very compel-
ling. I’m about stories that 
are worth telling, and this 
man who most Americans 
probably haven’t heard of, 
and the creation of ‘Taps.’ ”

Chávez said he listens to 
the inherent musicality of 
the spoken word. In com-
posing music, he thinks 
about how characters 
might, in fact, have spoken 
the words, and what would 
be the pitch and contour of 
their voices. To this, he said, 
there is no single answer. 

“A lot of the opera has 
to do with how I thought a 
character might have spo-
ken,” he said. “For me, it 
starts with the story.”

Today, Chávez will play 
the piano. He might bring 
a snare drum. A few sing-

ers from the Loudoun Lyric 
Opera will join him. They 
will perform some excerpts 
and focus on the music, 
even though they won’t 
have all the cast and instru-
ments, Chávez said. They 
will share some of the cre-
ation of the work. 

“I like not just to write 
down some notes in an 
ivory tower but to collabo-
rate with the musicians,” 
Chávez said. “We will talk 
about that. Plenty of times 
in creating the story, even 
when there is a mistake, it 
can sound great.”

The opera is eclectic, 
Chávez said. Taps shows up 
a couple of times, but it can 
be very subtle.

“I don’t want to beat you 
over the head with Taps,” 
he said. 

The music also contains 
references to old African-
American and Appalachian 
songs. 

“The musical tradition of 
African-Americans, former 
slaves, so richly informs 
our music,” Chávez said. 

There are references, too, 
to blues and jazz and rock  
’n’ roll. 

“It is very much a 21st-
century opera,” Chávez 
said.

Mark oprea
Staff Writer

In honor of the sesquicen-
tennial of the Civil War, play-
wright and producer Mer-
edith Bean McMath opted to 
commemorate the milestone 
with an opera based on the 
life on one of its characters: 
Oliver Willcox Norton.

The subject of the libretto 
seemed, almost, to choose 
her.

“[Norton] just seemed 
ubiquitous to the Civil War,” 
McMath said. “I kept on run-
ning into his history and he 
just stuck with me.”

The result, Norton: A Civil 
War Opera, will be presented 
at 3:30 p.m. today at the Hall 
of Christ. Composer David 
Chávez, who wrote the op-
era’s music, will be leading 
the presentation, along with 
discussion about man be-
hind the opera. He will also 
be featuring eight of the pro-
duction’s leading vocalists as 
they perform excerpts from 
the show.

What first premiered at 
the Loudoun Lyric Opera this 
April was a piece, McMath 
said, that is ingrained greatly 
with American history. Al-
ready immersed in Civil War 
writings and the life of O.W. 
Norton, McMath was struck 
by the soldier’s vivid detail-
ings of brigade drills, encoun-
ters with slaves and grue-
some battles. 

What makes Norton and 
his family so “worthy of an 
opera,” McMath said, are the 
facts behind the storytelling.

“I truly believe that if you 
base a play on real stories, 
it’s much stronger,” McMath 
said. “Especially when peo-
ple realize that these are not 
fictional characters” but are 
“wonderful people that hap-
pened to rise up as incredible 
heroes.”

When McMath mentioned 
the larger-than-life story of 
O.W. Norton to Pamela Butler, 
the president and co-founder 
of the Loudoun Lyric Opera, 
Butler was instantly sold. She 
led McMath to Chávez, and 

the pair soon got 
to work on craft-
ing the opera and 
finding a cast — 
all of which Mc-
Math said she is 
“blessed to be a 
part of.”

Although Nor-
ton’s story — told 
mostly through 
his famous 1903 
collection,  Army Letters  — is 
compelling on its own, it’s the 
music, McMath said, “which 
brings his story to life.”

The composer can affirm 
this.

“It’s been called ‘eclectic,’ ” 
Chávez said about his compo-
sition.

Melting in a mixture of 
slave songs, spirituals, min-
strel songs, patriotic songs 
and Appalachian folk, Chávez 
aimed to create a composition 
rightfully fit for a Civil War 
icon like Norton. Along with 
many different Western styles 
and influences, he said, the 
music of Norton can sound 
“a little dissonant” at times, 
“unfamiliar” at others. But 
Chávez didn’t aim for a revo-
lutionary piece.

“I’m not so much interest-
ed in doing anything that’s 
too new, so much as to take 

things familiar 
and juxtapose 
them in a num-
ber of ways,” he 
said.

Taking in-
fluence from 
modern classi-
cal composers 
like Aaron Co-
pland, Chávez 

has worked with McMath 
and her libretto to capture 
the Civil War in what may be 
close to home for many long-
time residents of Chautauqua 
County. What is a “very dis-
tinctly American” opera will 
be recognizable to many ears 
used to the Western tradition 
of the art.

Just like his co-writer Mc-
Math, Chavez said it was the 
life of O.W. Norton that trans-
fers so well onto the stage. For 
the composer, the genre only 
matters so much.

“The thing that motivates 
me most as a composer is 
finding a story worth telling,” 
Chávez said. “That can be in 
the form of an opera, a musi-
cal, a play — whatever.”

Yet, Chávez admits, it was 
the music of opera that was 
most fitting, a style most 
worthy enough for Norton.
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Heritage Lecture program 
features excerpts from ‘Norton’

‘Fascinated with O.W. Norton’
McMath shares larger-than-life 
stories behind eclectic opera

JIM POSTON | Provided via Loudoun Lyric Opera

A scene from the April premiere of Norton: A Civil War Opera. 

WHAT EXACTLY DID O.W. NORTON,  
OF NORTON HALL, DO IN THE CIVIL WAR?

Ask the Archivist

Many things. Norton was General Butterfield’s bu-
gler, and the first man to play “Taps” (which Butter-
field had composed). He was also the bugler for Colo-
nel Strong Vincent who commanded the Union defense 
of Little Round Top at the Battle of Gettysburg. Strong 
Vincent, who was mortally wounded in the battle, was 
the cousin of John H. Vincent, co-founder of Chautau-
qua Assembly. O.W. Norton later accepted a commis-
sion in a black regiment. He survived the war, and be-
came a great philanthropist. Norton Hall is named in 
his memory.

For more information on this question or to submit your own 
question to the archivist, visit the Oliver Archives at the corner 
of Massey and South, or send a message to archivist Jon Schmitz: 
jschmitz@ciweb.org.

mcmath



Schneider’s first book, 
God in Proof: The Story of a 
Search from the Ancients to 
the Internet, dealt with reli-
gious identity — “people try 
to struggle to make sense 
of religion in the modern 
world, and the challenge of 
coming to identify with it, 
and coming to understand 
it in modern terms,” he said 
— a topic Tippett has also 
explored, Schneider said.

And while Schneider’s 
most recent book was about 
Occupy Wall Street, seem-
ingly a departure from his 
religious work, he said the 

movement carried a strong 
spiritual element.

“That in some ways 
seems very different. It’s fo-
cused on economic injustice 
and how people have been 
organizing and trying to find 
ways of challenging a culture 
and a society,” Schneider said. 
“Many people saw this as not 
just an economic crisis but a 
spiritual crisis. That came out 
in kind of explicit and implicit 
ways. Something very, very 
spiritual was taking place 
here. The space, the Occupy 
space, was being thought of 
and treated as sacred space. 
There were all these ways in 
which this movement seemed 
to bear resemblance to reli-

gious movements around the 
world.”

Schneider became one of 
the first reporters to cover 
Occupy Wall Street by first 
paying attention to the Arab 
Spring. He and his Waging 
Nonviolence colleagues knew 
the Arab protests were built 
on years of planning and or-
ganizing, an aspect of the 
story media outlets weren’t 
adequately exploring, so 
Schneider set out to find other 
campaigns in the works to 
“bring alight stories of plan-
ning and strategizing and or-
ganizing,” he said.

Schneider covered numer-
ous groups, some of which 
developed into more and 

some that didn’t — and one of 
them happened to be Occupy 
Wall Street.

Many secular Occupy Wall 
Street activists turned toward 
churches as part of the move-
ment — a move Schneider 
found interesting — out of 
frustration that the religious 
institutions weren’t living up 
to what they believed church-
es should be. As a religious 
person, Schneider said he 
agreed.

“In some sense I think that, 
in generation after generation, 
people are revisiting core val-
ues, trying to recover them in 
new ways and see the ways 
they are not being practiced 
by the institutes that purport 

to represent them,” he said.
In more recent projects, 

Schneider has been explor-
ing technology and how it is 
affecting, enabling and dis-
abling ways of organizing 
groups and building new 
economic arrangements, and 
how that touches on spiritual-
ity.

“What new kinds of social 
contracts are people looking 
to have [with] each other? 
What do people do to be le-
gitimate now? How has this 
changed?” he said. “I think 
our values are always shift-
ing. Technology plays a cer-
tain role in that. Sometimes I 
think that role is overstated. 
Sometimes I think the ways 

it’s most impactful aren’t rec-
ognized.”

Schneider pointed to his-
tory, citing how people in the 
1920s and ’30s believed ad-
vancing technology would al-
low for fewer work hours and 
more leisure time; however, 
now people who work the 
most often are also the most 
wired, he said.

“What’s odd is that actu-
ally technology has really 
done the opposite, and this 
is not just a story about tech-
nology, it’s also a story about 
politics and labor organiz-
ing,” Schneider said. “In this 
way, I think it’s a reminder 
that technology doesn’t have 
deterministic effects on us.”

“The Roosevelts” marks 
almost 32 years of collabo-
ration between Burns and 
Ward. The pair first met 
when Burns was working on 
a film called “Huey Long,” 
and, after Ward gave him 
some feedback on the proj-
ect, Burns asked him if he’d 
like to try writing a film. 
They’ve been collaborating 
ever since. 

“The key thing about col-
laborating is just the sheer 
joy of doing it,” Ward said. 
“And we just sort of hit it off 
personally.”

While researching for 
“The Roosevelts,” it was the 
pair’s decision to approach 
their work with a unique 

attitude — one that was 
grounded in humanism and 
realism — that ultimately al-
lowed them to get so close 
to the Roosevelts. By taking 
off their rose-colored glasses 
and viewing the family not 
as untouchable celebrities 
or infallible historical pow-
erhouses, Burns and Ward 
were able to see them simply 
as people.

“I think there’s two 
things,” Ward said, speaking 
about what makes “The Roo-
sevelts” different from any 
other documentary about the 
family. “One is that we got 
closer to them than anybody 
else. The other is we treat 
them as they should have 
always been treated: as one 
family, with all the strengths 
and weaknesses and prob-
lems that anybody’s family 
has. They’re compelling be-

cause they’re great historical 
figures, but they’re also com-
pelling because they’re hu-
man beings — each of them 
who conquered the kinds of 
problems that afflict every-
body.”

These afflictions are cru-
cial to understanding the 
Roosevelt family, Ward said. 
Theodore Roosevelt strug-
gled with depression and 
asthma, Eleanor Roosevelt 
had a terrible childhood, and 
Franklin Roosevelt was fa-
mously crippled by polio.

“All three of them sur-
mounted that, and none of 
them let those drawbacks, 
those handicaps, stop them 
from doing what they want-
ed to do,” Ward said. “We 
should all be grateful.”

Burns also thought that 
addressing adversity was 
an important aspect of the 
documentary; the exposé of 
family challenges is, he said, 
is a component in the study 
of character and leader de-
velopment.

“What it isn’t, is tabloid,” 
Burns said. “What it is, is un-
derstanding who they were. 
How does adversity in child-
hood, or later in life, which 
all three of these people ex-
perienced, influence their 
character and their ability to 
lead?”

As far as the relevance 
of studying a bygone fam-
ily in our modern era, both 
Burns and Ward think that 
the Roosevelt legacy remains 
pertinent in today’s society.

“I think history is terri-
bly important,” Ward said. 

“These people helped create 
the modern American state, 
and that’s worth under-
standing, I think.”

Burns added that the 
Roosevelts remain current 
simply because of the issues 
they faced and the questions 
they raised. 

“The questions they raised 
are the questions Americans 
have always raised and are 
certainly debating now,” 
Burns said. “What is the role 
of government? What can 
the citizen expect from that 
government? What is the na-
ture of leadership? How, too, 
does character contribute to 
leadership, and how is char-
acter formed?”

“The Roosevelts” will at-
tempt to take an in-depth 
look at these questions and, 
through investigation of the 
Roosevelt family, potentially 
allow some answers to sur-
face. The documentary series 
will air on PBS this fall for 
a full week, from Sept. 14 to 
Sept. 20. Burns said that their 
Chautauqua lectures will 
follow the series chronologi-
cally: whereas the first three 
episodes were addressed in 
Thursday’s lecture, today’s 
discussion will focus on the 
final four.

“PBS is going to be show-
ing it in an unprecedented 
fashion, taking up an entire 
prime time,” Burns said. 
“So we’re very, very excited 
about that, and it gives us 
the chance in Chautauqua to 
share and just continue the 
conversation on ‘The Roos-
evelts.’ ”
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“I think that I’m still very 
much normal, but with an 
extra layer added to nor-
mal,” she said. “When I’m 
not performing or record-
ing, I still do what normal 
kids do.”

Evancho said she still 
gets nervous before per-
forming, but “nerves are a 
good thing,” because “I feel 
that the nerves are showing 

me how much I want to give 
my audience a great show.”

When she performs, 
Evancho said, she tries to 
have a conversation with 
her audience. But some-
times, “I get so caught up 
in my music it’s like the 
music takes me over.”

“Music is a very impor-
tant thing in my life,” she 
said. “Beside it being my 
passion where I’m fortunate 
to share it with everyone, 
I’ve grown up with music. 
Music is everywhere.”

evancho 
from page 1

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

Chautauquan Jack mcCredie peeks over the edge of the bleachers in the amphitheater during Ken Burns and geoffrey C. Ward’s 
morning lecture Thursday. Burns and Ward discussed the life of the roosevelts. See page 7 for a full recap of the lecture. 

view from the top

AutomAted teller mAchines
Automated teller machines are located in the Main Gate 
Welcome Center, Colonnade lobby, Brick Walk Cafe, Bellinger 
Hall, and Athenaeum Hotel lobby during the summer season.

 » on the grounds

 » on the grounds

BoAt rentAls
Sailboat rentals are available at the John R. Turney Sailing 
Center (716-357-6392). Paddle boats, canoes, kayaks and a 
rowboat are available to rent at the Sports Club (716-357-6281).
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RYAN PAIT
Staff Writer

There are moments that 
people miss everyday, shards 
of meaning that become 
drowned out by noise. Poet 
Charlotte Matthews thinks it 
is these small moments that 
can enlighten and even heal 
people.

Matthews, the poet-in-
residence for Week Seven, 
will discuss this during her 
Brown Bag lecture, called “A 
Kind of Devotion” at 12:15 
p.m. today on the front porch 
of the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall.

“A devotion is attending 
to the minutiae of life, the 
small details — the shark’s 
tooth in the sand, or the 
Queen Anne’s lace in the 
field — devoting one’s self 
carefully to that which one is 
looking at,” Matthews said.

Devotion allows one to 
create a sense of silence, and 
to Matthews, that silence can 

be illuminating. Matthews 
tries to use silence in her 
own poetry, which she has 
now been writing for almost 
40 years.

“I feel like poetry is a way 
to articulate the state of being 
a human without diminish-
ing it,” Matthews said. “It’s 
a way of explaining what it 
is to be alive in as sharp of a 

way as it is to be alive.”
The poet intends to show 

others the impact that silence 
can have in writing, espe-
cially poetry.

“I’m hoping to cover a 
sense of how silence in writ-
ing can help that devotion, 
amplify it and highlight it,” 
Matthews said. “So [I’ll look 
at] the place of silence in 
writing, and how a poem 
can have silence as a char-
acter, and thereby allow de-
votion to the topic. To have 
time. Silence is a buyer of 
time, and silence is a way to 
devote and pay careful atten-
tion.”

Matthews said today’s 
culture has become obsessed 
with drowning out silence, 
often with noise. Without 
the noise, however, there is 
space to reflect.

“Silence is an important 
aspect,” she said. “We live 
in a culture that is afraid of 
silence, that does all we can 

— in an elevator, there has to 
be music — all the time there 
needs to be sound. If one 
were to cut out the sounds, 
then we’d have time to look 
for our thoughts. And we 
live in a culture that doesn’t 
like to do that. So I like to 
bring that into my own writ-
ing and into my own teach-
ing.”

Matthews said she hopes 
her Brown Bag will help peo-
ple reconnect to the world 
around them — even those 
who are not writers. 

“Looking carefully can be 
a healer, a balm,” she said. 
“Even if someone attending 
my lecture is not a writer or 
a poet, I would hope some-
body attending it would 
come away being able to 
look carefully at an oak leaf 
and not see that as a waste 
of time, but as a part of life 
they’d forgotten. That needs 
to be brought back into our 
culture.”

WILL RUBIN
Staff Writer

At 12:15 p.m. to-
day in Smith Wilkes 
Hall, the Chautau-
qua Symphony Part-
ners will host their 
third “Meet the Mu-
sicians” Brown Bag 
lecture of the season.

As the title sug-
gests, musical sub-
ject matter will be 
plentiful, thanks to 
Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra 
violinists Ming Gao 
and Olga Kaler. 

Along with their 
Chautauquan duties, Kaler 
serves as a professor at De-
Paul University and Gao as 
the associate concertmaster 
of the Naples Philharmonic 
in Southwest Florida. 

However, Gao’s Chinese 
heritage, along with Kaler’s 
Russian background, fig-
ure to be topics of interest 
as well, as both began their 
careers in their homelands 
before moving to the United 
States as young adults. 

In fact, neither of the two 
know what to expect when 
they take to the podium to-
day. Longtime Symphony 
Partner Lenelle Morse will 
serve as a moderator, the 
duo will play short snippets 
of music and that’s the extent 
of the script. 

“I don’t really have a plan at 
all,” Gao said. “Seeing as I’m 
not just lecturing to a room 

by myself, it could 
be anything from my 
background, grow-
ing up in China’s 
education system, my 
music career … what-
ever the question, I’ll 
answer it.”

Gao did not begin 
his musical educa-
tion until the age 
of 14. His career 
path has taken him 
through positions 
in Germany, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and 
various locations 
around his native 
China. 

With this after-
noon being his first experi-
ence at a “Meet the Musi-
cians” lecture, he might just 

be as curious about the audi-
ence as they will be of him. 

“It will be interesting to 
see what sorts of things they 
like and what they want to 
know,” Gao said. “Maybe 
they’ll want [Kaler] and me 
to touch on the musical di-
chotomies between China 
and Russia. I only hope I can 
be an open and reasonable 
resource for everyone.”

Kaler also expects a wide 
range of questions from an 
audience, and hopes to ig-
nite in a dialogue deeper 
than simple questions and 
answers.

Along with her job in 
academia, she is a member 
of the World Orchestra for 
Peace and the Ars Viva Sym-
phony Orchestra in Chicago. 

She will be joined onstage 
by her teenage son, Daniel — 
a talented cellist in his own 
right. 

With the help of his ad-
ditional perspective, Kaler 
believes the audience will 
be able to truly appreciate 
the journey she’s endured to 
achieve a successful life in 
the United States. 

“When I emigrated as a 
22-year-old, I basically had to 
start over,” she said. “You’re 
nobody in this country un-
til you prove otherwise; you 
have to earn respect as an 
immigrant. I definitely feel 
like I’ve made it to the top 
percent of success — I’m 
exactly where I wanted and 
dreamed I would be.”

ZAINAB KANDEH
Staff Writer

Steinway Piano has a se-
cret that it does not want 
Chautauquans to keep to 
themselves.

At 4 p.m. today in Fletch-
er Music Hall, former Stein-
way manager Ray Rotuna 
will give a presentation on 
the “Secrets of Steinway.”

Audience members will 
have the opportunity to 
learn of the many models 
of pianos that the family-
owned company has been 
crafting for over a century 
and half.

Finding the perfect pia-
no for oneself is similar to 
buying a car. In this after-
noon’s presentation, Rotu-
na will explain the “Four S’s 
of Piano Selection” — style, 
size, sound and sensation, 
and how important these 

factors are in selecting the 
just the right Steinway for 
an individual.

As the gift that keeps on 
giving, Rotuna said that a 
Steinway piano is one that 
will always appreciate over 
time. 

Rotuna said that 95 per-
cent of artists and people 
pick Steinway pianos for 
their lasting value.

“The Steinway piano is 
renowned for its superb 
craftsmanship and endur-
ance, which provides in-
creasing financial value 
over its lifetime,” Rotuna 
said. “It has a responsive-
ness of action and play-
ability unmatched by any 
other piano, and is the 
overwhelming choice of the 
majority of performing art-
ists, concert halls and mu-
sic schools.”

Matthews to focus on the power of silence

MATTHEWS

Brown Bag features multicultural musicians

GAO

KALER

Rotuna to divulge 
‘Secrets of Steinway’

 » on the grounds

CAMERAS/RECORDING EQUIPMENT
The possession and/or use of cameras or recording devices 
in all Chautauqua Institution performance facilities, including 
the Amphi theater, Bratton Theater, Norton Hall, Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall, Smith Wilkes Hall and Hall of Philosophy, are 
prohibited except by authorized press and personnel.

QUIET  
REGULATIONS
Because Chautauqua’s 
tranquility is part of 
its attraction, noises 
from whatever source 
— radios, dogs, etc. 
— should be kept to a 
minimum on the grounds. 
Out of respect for those 
in attendance, silence 
should be observed near 
public buildings in which 
programs are taking 
place. General quiet on 
the Chautauqua grounds 
shall be maintained from 
midnight to 7 a.m.

 » on the grounds

Provided photo

Former Steinway manager Ray Rotuna will discuss the 
renowned piano brand at 4 p.m. today in Fletcher Music Hall.
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Emma FoEhringEr  
mErchant
Staff Writer

Ten years after their first 
show as artistic directors of 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany, Vivienne Benesch and 
ethan Mcsweeny welcome 
back two of their first stars.

stuart Margolin and Lisa 
harrow worked together 
on CTC’s production of All 
My Sons in 2005. Now, dur-
ing the 10-year anniversary 
season for Mcsweeny and 
Benesch, they have returned. 
Margolin played Sheriff Bob 
rydell in The Guadalupe and 
harrow will play Prospero 
in The Tempest, which opens 
Saturday.

“It’s exciting to me to have 
[Margolin] and Lisa harrow, 
who were in our very first 
show 10 years ago, both here 
on the grounds,” Benesch 
said. “They’re both incred-
ibly special actors.”

Both have received acco-
lades for their acting, includ-
ing an emmy for Margolin 
and a sundance Grand Jury 
award for harrow, and now 
the seasoned CTC guest art-
ists said they are glad to re-
turn to Chautauqua after 
some time away. Though 
harrow said she initially did 
not fully recognize Chautau-
qua, stepping into Brawdy 
Theater studios jogged her 
memory.

“The moment I walked 
into the office I said, ‘Ah, yes. 
Now I feel comfortable,’” she 
said.

Margolin has acted at 
the Institution seven out of 
the past 10 seasons and has 
watched the company devel-
op, but he hasn’t been back 
for the two past years.  

“They grew more sophis-
ticated in the kind of mate-
rial and the productions that 
ethan and Vivienne were 
presenting,” Margolin said. 
“I think ethan and Vivienne 
have made it a real must-
see for theatergoers around  

the world.”
Though harrow 

hasn’t returned since 
2006, she said she 
also appreciates the 
fruits of Benesch and 
Mcsweeny’s labor in 
shaping the vision of 
the company.

“It’s clear that 
Viv’s vision — with ethan in 
the beginning and now on 
her own, and the people she’s 
brought here — has created a 
quality of work that I think is 
fantastic,” Harrow said.

The two said a highlight 
of working on productions 
at Chautauqua is the com-
pany’s conservatory of actors 
just beginning their careers. 

“Their energy and their 
curiosity and their search-
ing and their ways of work-
ing — it’s wonderful to see,” 
Harrow said. “You realize 
how the cycle of life and art 
and questions and searching 
for knowledge are repetitive. 
… It’s very beneficial to me to 
come and work because their 
energy is very infectious.”

Margolin said that, 
throughout the years, he 
has also been consistently 
impressed by the quality of 
CTC’s conservatory actors.

“I’ve worked with young 
conservatory actors in the 
past and it’s a thrilling ex-
perience,” Margolin said. 
“They’re cream of the crop 

around the country 
and they keep you on 
your toes.”

In addition to 
working with con-
servatory members, 
harrow said she ap-
preciates collaborat-
ing with designers 
and other members 

of CTC’s company who work 
behind the curtain.

“It’s a chance to come to a 
place where there’s so much 
youth working at perfecting 
their craft, not just onstage, 
but also behind stage,” har-
row said. “There is a wealth 
of inter-connective tissue 
here that the young people 
come and they work with 
older people who’ve got ex-
perience.”

Both actors spend most of 
their time at Chautauqua in 
rehearsal. In preparation for 
the opening of The Tempest, 
harrow’s days are consumed 
by learning her lines and re-
hearsing, but she said on a 
recent walk through Bestor 
Plaza she was able to pause 
for a moment to appreciate 
the Institution’s aura.

“If I was on the outside 
and coming here to stay, it’d 
be like coming for the most 
wonderful intellectual camp,” 
Harrow said. “It’s fabulous, 
wonderful. I think it’s very 
enriching to come to Chau-
tauqua. Long may it last.”

mark oprEa
Staff Critic

It’s been 12 years since the 
Children’s school debuted its 
annual “Troll Play,” in honor 
of Chautauqua’s birthday and 
to raise money for Old First 
Night. 

For a show that’s evolved 
over the years, it’s safe to say 
that the revised script has 
maintained its original spirit 
— even with an older, weath-
ered troll.

Master of ceremonies Tif-
fany Clementi-hammes set 
the stage with pep: the troll 
is getting old, losing his pen-
chant for robbing unsuspect-
ing persons of the ambrosia, 
Flavor Ice. Chautauquans 
know this troll: weary, mean, 
bushy-haired. But Clementi-
hammes warned the child 
audience — this “troll does 
not bite. He only steals.” Near 
retirement, the in-the-winter-
of-life troll requires minions 
and future ice-cream thieves 
to continue his lifelong obses-
sion.

But before, music.
Kids sung in choir-like 

form to music director 
Gretchen hathaway’s gui-
tar strumming and vocals. 
Parents joined in the chore-
ography for the songs “Love 
Grows (One by One),” and 
the rhythmic “skin-A-Ma-
rink-rinky-Dink,” with Cle-
menti-hammes showing the 
audience her crowd-awak-
ening talent. Hathaway led 

the group in a cheerful “We 
Love Chautauqua,” riffing 
off a Bye Bye Birdie staple. She 
finished with an appropriate 
commemoration for Old First 
Night.

“Does anyone know how 
old Chautauqua is?” she 
asked.

“ F o r t y - a - h u n d r e d? ” 
5-year-old Michael sammar-
co asked.

“One hundred forty,” 
4-year-old samuel rapoport 
corrected.

The audience joined in for 
the “happy Birthday [Chau-
tauqua] song” before the ac-
tors took centerstage. 

As a troll equal in age to 
the Institution, Trapasso gave 
the crowd a memorable per-
formance. His “woe is me” 
persona was as dark and 
colorful as the paint lathered 
across his face, down his arms 
and legs. Although the egg-
laying duet — with pianist 
Ben rosen providing a lik-
able scott Joplin — with his 
hunchback girlfriend (John 
Denton) was a little sparse, 
Trapasso held up his shtick 
as Old Thunder Bridge, scar-
ing children sufficiently into 
joining his ice-cream frenzy. 
Parents be warned.

It was director and play-
wright Denton who gave 
spectators a masterful depic-
tion of the Troll’s all-too-loyal 

babe. Also on costume de-
sign, Denton strutted around 
the smith Wilkes hall stage 
in a yellow gown and a clown 
wig fit for the Ringling Bros. 
Circus. His diction was point-
blank, and his eclectic energy 
bolstering. Other than Den-
ton’s fiery monologues and 
his romantic poetry, he pro-
vided a fitting support to Tra-
passo’s lead.

But what is a troll without 
his lot?

With Denton’s assistance, 
the great, multi-colored egg 
was hatched, fellow little 
trolls following one-by-one, 
ready for mischief in fitting 
style. This included 5-year-
old Mimi Clark, with her 
breakout performance as 
troll-in-training. Clark and 
company rushed the adult 
audience, obtaining the icy 
treats held by their reserving 
parents. Clementi-Hammes, 
overseeing, was pleased with 
the work.

“The old man troll had 
trained them well,” she said 
to the audience.

At the end of the libretto, 
with little trolls set to take 
the place of Trapasso’s lot, 
Clementi-hammes invited 
the eager audience to finally 
“learn to love Chautauqua, 
and dance.” Parents and kids 
flocked to the floor to dance 
to Pharrell’s “happy,” usher-
ing in a new wave of trolls 
and trollettes to preserve the 
tradition until next year’s 
performance.

With a cast and crew 
that included Clara shelton 
(props), Bobbi and Clarissa 
savage (production), Kate 
Zarou (props) and Pie Kasbar 
(composition), the 12th an-
nual Children’s school “Troll 
Play” was a heart-warming 
success and a treat for all ages. 
Although Chautauquans will 
have to wait for another time 
for ice cream.

Trapasso’s ‘Troll Play’ serves 
up icy fun with colorful cast

Harrow, Margolin return to celebrate 
CTC leadership’s 10th anniversary

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

Children’s School acted out its annual “Troll Play” Tuesday, Old First Night, in Smith Wilkes Hall to 
celebrate Chautauqua’s 140th birthday.

Harrow

Courtesy of David Fertik

Stuart Margolin, left, plays Sheriff Bob Rydell in The Guadalupe.
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ALLISON LEVITSKY
Staff Writer

On Sept. 14, PBS will begin 
a week of broadcasting Ken 
Burns and Geoffrey Ward’s 
upcoming documentary 
series on Theodore, Frank-
lin and Eleanor Roosevelt, 
titled “The Roosevelts: An 
Intimate History.” Broadcast 
in two-hour-long episodes 
over seven days, the 14-hour 
series will cover 104 years 
of history, beginning with 
Theodore Roosevelt’s birth 
in 1858 and ending with El-
eanor Roosevelt’s death in 
1962. 

In their 10:45 a.m. conver-
sation on Thursday in the 
Amphitheater, Burns and 
Ward discussed the making 
of the series with President 
Tom Becker and played 33 
minutes of footage from its 
first three episodes.

Burns compared the 
themes of war in the first 
three morning lectures this 
week: of New York City 
against its own citizens in 
“The Central Park Five,” the 
U.S. against itself in “The 
Civil War” and the U.S. 
against Vietnam in “Viet-
nam.” 

“Today, no wars — except 
those that take place within 
complicated psyches of three 
remarkable human beings,” 
Burns said.

The collaborative team 
decided to make a film about 
the three because, Burns 
said, “nothing has been done 
on the three of them. Noth-
ing acknowledges this as a 
complex family drama about 
three people who were all 
born with the last name Roo-
sevelt, who were all related 
to each other from the mo-
ment of birth.”

The lives of the Roos-
evelts, whom Burns called 
“three extraordinarily in-
teresting people,” bring up 
questions of the role of gov-
ernment, the nature of lead-
ership and character and the 
nature of heroism, he said. In 
a modern media culture that 
both defines heroism as per-
fection and bemoans a lack 
of heroes, Burns reminded 

the audience of the Greek 
definition of the hero as an 
individual who fought an in-
ternal war between strength 
and weakness.

Theodore Roosevelt, 
Burns said, was “one of the 
most remarkable people I’ve 
ever gotten to know in the 
course of my professional 
life. He is extraordinarily 
complex.”

Candice Millard, author 
of 2005’s The River of Doubt: 
Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest 
Journey, spoke in “The Roos-
evelts” about the melancholy 
that ran in the Roosevelt 
family. Theodore Roosevelt 
wrote that “black care rarely 
sits behind a rider whose 
pace is fast enough,” lan-
guage that Burns said was 
“a 19th-century way of say-
ing you could outrun your 
demons.” 

The robust, energetic The-
odore Roosevelt did all he 
could to do just that, Burns 
said. 

“He spent his whole life 
outrunning his demons, 
and his favorite niece” — 
Eleanor Roosevelt — “spent 
her whole life outrunning 
her demons as well,” Burns 
said. “If they stopped, if they 
slowed down, they were 
overtaken by a darkness that 
is really interesting to watch. 
This is not a made-up psy-
chobiography here.”

Theodore Roosevelt’s war-
happy “bellicosity” was the 
result of his shame in his fa-
ther, who Burns said bought 
a substitute in the Civil War 
so that he did not have to 
fight. Theodore Roosevelt, 
on the other hand, shot his 
opponents in the Spanish-
American War with gusto, 
feeling disappointed that he 
did not leave with a disfigur-
ing wound.

Considering Theodore 
Roosevelt’s “foolhardy” en-
thusiasm for battle, Burns 
said, “It is a great testament 
to his presidency — nearly 
two full terms — that we 
weren’t in any war.”

Theodore Roosevelt’s per-
sonality and presence reso-
nated so loudly that it made 
him a highly influential poli-

tician in an era before film 
was common, Ward said.

“He simply embodied a 
turn-of-the-century Ameri-
can optimism and dyna-
mism in an incredible way, 
to an incredible depth,” 
Ward said, recalling his own 
grandfather’s lifelong pride 
in having voted for Theo-
dore Roosevelt and distaste 
for Franklin Roosevelt, who 
he saw as “a pale imitation of 
the great man.” 

Ward’s father, in contrast, 
proudly voted for Franklin 
Roosevelt but saw Theodore 
Roosevelt as a “perennial 
shrill adolescent.”

“They’re both wrong,” 
Ward said. “These are two 
absolutely extraordinary, 
fascinating, compelling hu-
man beings. And to put them 
together in one film is the joy 
of my life.”

Burns recalled a letter that 
the English Romantic poet 
John Keats wrote about Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s “nega-
tive capability,” the ability 
to hold, in tension, opposing 
aspects of a person without 
casting judgment. 

“All of us contain in our-
selves these complexities 
and these dualities — per-
haps not on the grand scale 
of Theodore Roosevelt or 
Franklin Roosevelt or Elea-
nor — but certainly we un-
derstand this,” Burns said. 

Exploring this complex-
ity through the Roosevelts’ 
intimate lives, Burns said, 
will allow audiences to make 
better sense of larger events, 
such as the Cold War, the De-
pression, the Gilded Age and 
both world wars.

The Roosevelts were born 
into privilege, but lived out 
“the flipside of the more 
common American story 
about bootstraps,” Becker 
said. “Here are three people 
who really didn’t have to do 
anything in life in order to be 
comfortable, certainly, and 
to enjoy themselves, and yet 
there’s sort of this urgency of 
committed action.”

Ward attributed the Roo-
sevelts’ social conscience to 
Theodore Roosevelt’s father, 
an heir who founded the 
New York Orthopedic Hos-
pital, donated large amounts 
of money to the Newsboys’ 
Lodging House and the 
Young Men’s Christian As-
sociation, organized the Bu-
reau of United Charities and 
served as a commissioner on 
the New York State Board of 
Charities. He also served as 
a director of the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art and the 
American Museum of Natu-
ral History. 

“I find people who don’t 
have to do that, and who do 
it, terribly admirable,” Ward 
said. 

That ethos of “we all do 
well when we all do well” 
was not unique to the Roo-
sevelts, Burns said. What 
the Roosevelts’ friends may 
have seen as a “troublesome 
conscience,” Burns said, 
survives in such prominent 
families as the Kennedys 
and the Bloombergs.

“Thank goodness for us 
that we inherited, if you will, 
the wealth of their generos-
ity,” Burns said.

The Roosevelts’ wealth, 
however, was less important 
to Theodore and Franklin 
Roosevelt’s respective presi-
dential campaigns than were 
their character, Burns said. 

“These are people who 
are willing to go down into 

the ‘lesser’ classes, get dirty 
and transform the political 
process of the United States 
of America,” Burns went on.

Ward agreed, adding that 
both Theodore and Franklin 
Roosevelt were both “con-
summate politicians.”

“These guys knew how to 
get the job done,” Ward said.
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Above, Ken Burns and 
Geoffrey C. Ward speak 

about the Roosevelts during 
the morning lecture in the 

Amphitheater Thursday.

At right, the Amp fills to 
capacity for Burns and Ward’s 

lecture.

BURNS, WARD 
SHOW SNEAK 
PREVIEW 
OF ‘THE 
ROOSEVELTS: 
AN INTIMATE 
HISTORY’

The Q-and-A is posted with 
this story at chqdaily.com.
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Cortney LinneCke
Staff Writer

All summer long, studios 
and stages throughout Chau-
tauqua Institution have been 
graced by dancers moving 
through professional chore-
ography.

this afternoon, Chautau-
quans will have the oppor-
tunity to see many of these 
same dancers take the stage 
again — only this time, they 
will be dancing steps choreo-
graphed by their own fellow 
students. 

the Chautauqua School of 
Dance’s annual choreograph-
ic workshop will take place at 
4 p.m. today at McBride Stu-
dio, located in the Carnahan-
Jackson Dance Studio.

today’s performance will 
showcase nine different 
student-created and student-

danced pieces, each of which 
will range in length from 
five to eight minutes. Each 
student choreographer is re-
sponsible for choosing the 
music for his or her dance, 
recruiting other students to 
partake in that piece and or-
ganizing rehearsals.

According to one student 
choreographer, Rickey Flagg 
II, while Chautauqua Dance 
staff members whittled 
down the number of student 
choreographers to nine, there 
were originally about 18 stu-
dents interested in choreo-
graphing. Mark Diamond, 
associate artistic director of 
Chautauqua Dance, was in-
strumental in getting the stu-
dents involved, Flagg said.

“he drew out the shy stu-
dents,” he said. “I appreciate 
that, because there are peo-
ple who need to be pulled 

out of their shells. there are 
people that probably have 
good ideas, but they’re just 
too shy and insecure to put 
themselves out there. When 
I first started dancing, I was 
definitely one of those peo-
ple. Sometimes I still am.”

This is Flagg’s first sum-
mer at Chautauqua. he 
joined Chautauqua’s dance 
program as an apprentice 
dancer and was recently ac-
cepted into the second com-
pany of the Charlotte Ballet. 
he is choreographing a piece 
that features four girls and 
two boys, set to a Max Rich-
ter remix of Antonio Vival-
di’s the Four Seasons, Spring 
No. 3. According to Flagg, 
he’s been waiting to put cho-
reography to this music for 
the last two years, after first 
hearing it at the Dance the-
atre of harlem.

“When I heard it, it made 
me want to dance,” Flagg 
said. “Now I’m getting the 
opportunity to choreograph 
and actually put my own 
ideas to the music.”

Most of the student-cho-
reographed pieces will be 
abstract rather than narrative 
dances, Flagg said. he added 
that Diamond encouraged 
the students to really focus 
on the actual dancing for 
now, rather than getting lost 
in a plotline.

“he said, ‘try to get away 
from the story,’ ” Flagg said. 
“he wants us to focus on the 
movement and expanding 
our movement vocabulary.”

Forsaking a plotline may 
be for the best, because the 
student choreographers have 
a lot of other things to wor-
ry about in a very limited 
timeline. Students have only 

had roughly three weeks to 
choreograph, organize and 
rehearse their dances, Flagg 
said. Since dancers all have 
different class and rehearsal 
times, it is nearly impossible 
to practice regularly — Flagg 
said he’s lucky if he gets to 
rehearse more than once a 
week for longer than 15 or 30 
minutes at a time.

Besides timing issues, 
Flagg said that one of the 
biggest challenges of being 
a student choreographer is 
not only having to choreo-
graph the steps, but having 
to transform into a teacher in 
the studio as well.

“typically, I like to do 
what feels good on my body, 
which can be good or bad 
depending on the dancers,” 
Flagg said. “Sometimes, 
what feels good on your body 
doesn’t feel good on someone 

else’s body. At first you give 
them a step, and they look at 
you like you have 10 heads. 
You have to coach them 
through it until something 
clicks. And that’s what you 
have to do as a teacher: draw 
out of your dancers what you 
need them to do. When you 
see them finally get it, it’s re-
ally exciting.”

Flagg said that his new 
roles as a choreographer and 
a teacher have been made 
much easier thanks to his fel-
low dancers. their unwaver-
ing commitment and support 
helps dispel any discourage-
ment he may feel, he said.

“I love my dancers, they’re 
wonderful,” Flagg said. “I 
feel a lot of support from 
them, which is really helpful 
as a choreographer. I really 
appreciate the commitment 
from them.”

Mike kasarda
Staff Writer

Elizabeth Karslake “E.K.” 
Smith tried to suppress a 
smile as raucous laughter 
erupted from the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club crafts classroom. 
the protagonist of her most 
recent book, Alien Dude! and 
the Attack of Wormzilla, had 
just committed a heinous act, 
and Smith, for the sake of sto-
rytelling, was obliged to utter 
the “f-word” for the Group 2 
boys and girls.

“Alien Dude … farted,” she 
said with some reluctance.

on Friday, Smith shared 
her crude dude with Club 
youngsters. But Smith’s visit to 
Club served a higher purpose 
than simply inducing laughter 
over bodily functions.

A teacher-turned-author, 
lifetime Chautauquan and 
devoted mother, Smith 
knows how to reach children 
who are struggling to read, 
specifically in the 6-and-7-
year-old age group.

“You have to make the sto-
ry sort of gross for the boys to 
like it,” she said to the class-
room, as if apologizing to the 
Group 2 girls in particular.

In her 10 years as an el-
ementary school teacher, 
Smith tutored many students 
who were averse to read-
ing and became increasingly 
frustrated that most easy-

reader books did not match 
the maturity level of her sec-
ond-graders, especially boys.

“there is a lack of easy-
readers for older boys,” Smith 
said. “Many books that are 
good for boys in first and 
second grade are not written 
by teachers, and often they’re 
too hard for struggling read-
ers. At the same time, most 
easy-readers are too cute 
because they’re written for 
4-year-olds.”

As an educator, Smith set 
out to solve this problem. As 
a mother, she found motiva-
tion in her own children.

Smith recalls that her son, 
Lake, was a “reluctant read-
er” growing up. After a few 
futile trips to libraries and 
bookstores, she decided to 
ditch the Biscuit books, which 
chronicle a quizzical pup-
py’s compelling adventures 
through bath time, naptime 
and more, and write her own 
stories instead.

“the authors for these 
books are not writers. Easy-
readers are easy, simple little 
books, but they’re so impor-
tant,” Smith said. “I thought 
‘I can do this. I can write sto-
ries with simple words.’ ”

In 2011, Smith came up with 
her first schoolyard superhero, 
Shade Farley, who danced and 
sang, fought a giant worm and 
vanquished his foes by taking 
them to the dump.

When she showed the 
story to Lake, though, he was 
not impressed. Shade Farley 
just did not appeal to Lake’s 
macho imagination.

As Smith’s personal edi-
tor, Lake convinced his mom 
to change the hero to “Alien 
Dude,” who can fly and 
“morph” and has to save his 
school from “Wormzilla” and 
his larval minions. After end-
ing up in the dump, Alien 
Dude’s enemies meet an ex-
plosive end. And, instead of 
dancing and singing, Alien 
Dude farts and burps.

“I come up with ideas 
mainly through Lake and 
other boys in my neighbor-
hood,” Smith said. “We can 
learn a lot from kids. they 
help us understand what 
they want and how they want 
to learn.”

Developing a plot that ap-
pealed to her target audience 
wasn’t the only issue Smith 
faced as a new author. From 
her years in education, Smith 
recognized that students 
learning to read need repeti-
tive phrases, corresponding 
illustrations, plot patterns 
and a captivating mix of the 
predictable and unexpected.

“that’s the biggest chal-
lenge, not using words that 
I want to use,” Smith said. 
“I have to go against every 
rule of formal writing. At 
the same time, it gives teach-
ers the opportunity to show 
their students that this actu-
ally isn’t good writing.”

Smith emphasized that au-
thoring isn’t the only challeng-
ing aspect, though. Because 
of the perceived simplicity of 
writing easy-readers, getting 
published can pose a serious 
problem, too. At a publishing 
workshop, she learned that 
most publishers hire their 
own writers for easy-readers 

and rarely pick up indepen-
dent authors.

As a result, Smith 
launched her own company, 
Zip Line Publishing, with her 
husband Michael and hired 
her own illustration-design 
team. In January, Alien Dude! 
and the Attack of Wormzilla hit 
bookstore shelves, and boys 
(and girls) are now awaiting 
the release of Alien Dude! Mr. 
Evil Potato Man and the Food 
Fight in September.

To reflect the interests of 
other “reluctant readers” 
between 6 and 7 years old, 

Smith takes an innovative 
approach in her Alien Dude! 
series.

“I’m breaking the rules 
of simple books by making 
them two or three times lon-
ger,” Smith said. “My books 
are still accessible but they 
have chapters, multiple prob-
lems and solutions and re-
quire inferences.”

Alien Dude! is now making 
its way into bookstores and 
can be purchased online at 
zipintoreading.com.

having grown up at Club, 
Smith now wants to share 

her teaching approach and 
educational extraterrestrial 
with the Chautauquan com-
munity.

As she walked between 
the rows of wide-eyed chil-
dren in the crafts classroom 
on Friday, holding up a 
spread from her latest book, 
Smith seemed to be in her el-
ement.

“I’m not a writer; I’m an 
educator,” she said. “Even 
though I’m a publisher now, 
I just can’t seem to shake the 
teaching bug.”

Dance choreography workshop: by students, for students

Chautauquan’s ‘Alien Dude!’ 
targets ‘reluctant readers’

MATT BURKHARTT  

Staff Photographer

Children in Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club’s 
Group 2 listen to 
author Elizabeth 
Karslake Smith 
read her book 
Alien Dude! at 

the Beeson Youth 
Center last Friday.



Kelsey HusnicK
Staff Writer

Richard Rodriguez be-
lieves God is brown. Brown, 
he said, represents complex-
ity — of religion, of ethnicity, 
of language.

Rodriguez, a journalist, 
author and public intellec-
tual, was the third guest in 
Krista Tippett’s weeklong 
lecture series, “Conversations 
on the American Conscious-
ness.” Tippett, who is host of 
NPR’s “On Being” and cre-
ator of The Civil Conversa-
tions Project, explored such 
concepts as family values, 
identity, church experiences 
and the issue of immigration 
with Rodriguez. They gave 
the Interfaith Lecture at 2 
p.m. Wednesday in the Hall 
of Philosophy.

Growing up Catholic in 
Sacramento, California, Ro-
driguez was surrounded by 
Irish nuns who made him 
globally aware of Europe.

“The power of religion to 
make us reflective of the lives 
we are leading seems to me 
to encourage an inwardness 
which I would call intellec-
tual,” Rodriguez said. 

Tippett then steered the 
dialogue to Rodriguez’s ideas 
on family values, relating 
them to his Mexican heritage 
and his childhood endeavors 
to learn a new language. She 
read an excerpt of his previ-
ous work: “Americans like 
to talk about the importance 
of family values, but Amer-
ica isn’t a country of family 
values. Mexico is a country 
of family values — this is a 
country of people who leave 
home.”

Families pay a high price 
for the education of their 
youth, Rodriguez said. It’s a 
psychological price and, in a 
way, a betrayal. 

“That I’m going away from 
the family,” he said. “That I’m 
going to get ideas that are too 
big for me. That I’m going to 
begin to reject my own cul-

ture. And, in fact, it happens.”
Tippett connected all of 

this self-realization from the 
church and cultural back-
ground to Rodriguez’s self-
identification as “brown.”

“One of the themes that 
you’ve been writing about 
and talking about here in the 
21st century is that the color 
of your skin,” Tippett said.  
“Brown, in all its variety, is 
the new color of American 
identity.”

The idea of being mixed 
— racially and religiously — 
is difficult for Americans to 
accept, Rodriguez said. The 
reality is even whites have 
different skin pigmentations 
and features inherited from 
multiple ethnicities. These 
differences are a result of in-
terracial marriages, not limit-
ed to marriage between white 
and black, but between Span-
ish and Indian, Italian and 
Irish, Muslim and Christian, 
and it’s creating a society that 
not only self-identifies with 
multiple ethnicities, but also 
multiple religions. 

“Within the complexity 
of that is the brownness that 
may envelope us,” he said.

Tippett asked Rodriguez 
to talk about the Abrahamic 
desert religions he discussed 
in his recent book, Darling: A 
Spiritual Autobiography. 

These religions — Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam — are 
distinctive because God be-
comes temporal in a specific 
time and place, that place be-
ing the desert, Rodriguez said. 

“It is a holy landscape,” he 
said. “It is also a landscape 
that drives us crazy.”

Today, America’s des-
ert city, Las Vegas, has been 
translated to the Middle East. 
It’s another mixing process, 
but a perverted one. Rodri-
guez used the example of 
Dubai, which has a hotel with 
an ice chamber for snowball 
fights, and Mecca, where a 
person can stay in a hotel 
shaped like Big Ben and go 
shopping in super malls.

“There is — in the middle 
of the holiest space in Islam — 
this invasion of place, of what 

the desert is,” he said. “This is 
where we were meant to en-
counter God.”

Flashy buildings and lights 
are the opposite of what is 
held most important in these 
desert religions. Rodriguez 
said it’s the concept of the 
cave, or shade, twilight and 
darkness that serve as “conso-
lations or gifts.” Muhammad 
has his revelation in a cave, 
Moses is put in the mouth of 
a cave to avoid the blinding 
light and Jesus is both born 
and resurrected in a cave.

“We are people of the dark, 
and we should accept that 
darkness as part of our faith,” 
he said. 

Tippett switched their top-
ic to immigration, specifically 
children struggling to cross 
the Mexican border into the 
United States. 

“It’s noticeable — that si-
lence of Christians on this 
issue,” Rodriguez said. “It 
is quite clear to me what the 
Gospels tell us to do with a 
stranger in our midst. Unless 
I misread that, in which case 

you have to inform me what 
the Good Samaritan was all 
about.”

Tippett said she believes 
there are American voices 
along the border advocating 
for the issue, but admits it’s a 
topic widely undercovered by 
journalists. 

“You have some particu-
lar insights into this border,” 
Tippett said. “This Mexican-
American border which so 
defines us, but I think we tend 
be oblivious to it a lot of the 
time until something blows 
up like this.” 

She continued by ask-
ing Rodriguez to expand on 
his observations of “psychic 
tension between Mexican 
stoicism and American opti-
mism.” 

Mexicans are confused by 
the unhappiness of Ameri-
cans, he said, who use drugs 
in their own country and cre-
ate turmoil over the substance 
in other countries. 

“The paradox of the bor-
der right now is that you see 
young people coming to the 

American border for the op-
portunity of America, at ex-
actly the time when Ameri-
cans are importing drugs 
from Latin America because 
of the despair of our unhap-
piness,” he said. “The para-
dox of that movement in both 
directions is so interesting to 
me and so little noted.”  

These immigrants are fol-
lowing in the same American 
ideals found in classic litera-
ture, such as Mark Twain’s 
The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn, and the American way 
of leaving home to obtain an 
education and better one’s 
self, he said.

“There they are — they’re 7 
and 8 years old and they’re at 
their border and we’re horri-
fied by them now because we 
don’t even recognize our own 
myth,” he said. 

The problem today, Ro-
driguez said, is that people 
don’t understand who they 
are anymore. In a religious 
sense, churches have erased 
the power of physical weight 
— Scripture is being read 
off Kindles instead of books, 
people are being cremated 
instead of buried. In a more 
secular sense, people don’t re-
alize the interconnectedness 
of their own languages.

When in Cairo, Rodriguez 
kept hearing Spanish in the 
Arabic language. What he 
realized what that the Span-
ish language is comprised 
of more than 3,000 Arabic 
words, incorporated when 
Spain was a Muslim coun-
try. Then he remembered his 
mother using Spanish words 
to express hope that sounded 
like Allah. 

“Linguistically too, we be-
long to civilizations far way,” 
Rodriguez said. “And what I 
began to realize of course, is 
the Muslim is within me. And 
it certainly was on my moth-
er’s lips.” 

It’s evidence of that brown-
ness, of the mixing process as 
far back as the 16th century, 
he said.
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Tippett, Rodriguez: ‘Brown is the new color of American identity’
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Krista Trippett, host of “On Being,” and Richard Rodriguez, author, journalist and public intellectual, speak during the Interfaith Lecture 
at the Hall of Philosophy on Wednesday.

Column by MARy lee TAlBOT

Morning Worship

“There is an old story going around the church 
about a Sunday school teacher, teaching on the 
Ten Commandments, who asked the class what 
the ninth commandment was. One little boy 

said ‘A lie is an abomination unto the Lord and a very pres-
ent help in times of trouble,’ ” said the Rev. M. Craig Barnes 
at the 9:15 a.m. morning worship service Thursday.

Barnes continued his series on the Ten Commandments 
as signposts from God to freedom. His sermon title was 
“Pursuing Truth” and the Scripture text was Exodus 20:16-
17. The commandments for the day were “Thou shalt not 
bear false witness” and “Thou shalt not covet.”

Barnes said that God is not a fan of lying. He reminded 
the congregation that the first tablet of the Ten Command-
ments has to do with the relationship human beings have 
with God, and “the second tablet is our relationships with 
each other.”

There are three ways, out of many, that people can bear 
false witness against a neighbor, said Barnes.

“The first is to listen to gossip. There is nothing more 
poisonous,” he said. “As a pastor, people would come into 
my office and say ‘I am concerned…’ or ‘I have heard…’ You 
are all smart people; there are only smart people at Chau-
tauqua. You think you can take this in and evaluate it and 
decide it is right or wrong. That is like taking a virus into 
your computer and deciding whether you want to keep it 
or not. You can’t get rid of it. You might decide that it is 90 
percent false, but by thinking it is 10 percent true, you have 
diminished the reputation of that person. You are playing 
God and you are not that person’s God.

“False witness bothered God so much that it made it into 
the Top 10,” he added.

The second way people bear false witness, Barnes said, 
is to participate in the cultural mythology that children 
should not be allowed to fail. 

“It is the job of the parent to ensure that the child does 
not fail,” he said. “We bear false witness against our chil-
dren, for it is human to fail. Of course we make mistakes. 
When we make them at Princeton, we say a sanctified ‘oops’ 
and go on to Plan B.”

As an example, Barnes talked about his son’s year in 
Little League baseball. His son’s team got to the champion-
ship game. They were down one run at the bottom of the 
ninth inning, runners on second and third and his son was 
at bat. The count against his son was 3 and 2. 

“This is the stuff that movies are made of. He swung and 
missed and they lost the championship. The coach went to 
his car and got out a box of trophies to give to the team that 
said ‘You are a winner.’ On the way home in the car, my 
son looked at the trophy and said, ‘This is a lie.’ I was never 
more proud of him; he needed to deal with the loss.”

Barnes continued: “Much faith is learned on the hard 
work of transformation when you deal with a loss.”

The third way humans bear false witness is to “go 
against God. God is God of all or God is not God,” he said. 
Churches bear false witness against God when they try to 
set boundaries that exclude other people, when they say you 
can’t have access to our god. 

“As I said [on Wednesday], if the center holds it holds for 
all, and God is God of all.”

To covet, in the 10th commandment, means “to go shop-
ping for a life in your neighbor’s house.” Barnes told the 
congregation that “we are always measuring ourselves 
against other people. We don’t like it when everyone gets As 
or everything is graded pass-fail. But grace means that all 
pass.”

People look at their neighbors and see something they 
don’t have and want or think they should have. 

“I don’t often quote Ann Landers, but she said that, when 
she was 20, she worried about what people thought of her; 
when she was 40, she decided that she did not care; and 
when she was 60, she realized that people were never think-
ing about her. Why waste your life measuring it against a 
neighbor?” Barnes said.

Another way to covet is to try to hold on to things you 
cannot keep and were never yours in the first place. 

“Life is a drama between you and your life’s creator.” 
the pastor said. “When we try to hold on to our children, 
spouse or parents, we are trying to hold on what belongs to 
God. All of our relationships are on loan from God and we 
have to be good stewards of them.”

Barnes shared a story of doing pre-marital counseling 
with a couple. He thought it had gone well and was looking 
forward to the last session where they would plan the wed-
ding ceremony. The groom came in and said he was really 
nervous about getting married because he was terrified of 
losing his wife. His mother had died when he was a teen-
ager and he did not want to go through the pain of losing 
someone he loved again. 

“I know he wanted reassurance — you are young, you 
have a long time together — but I had buried too many 
young brides to say that,” Barnes said. “I said, ‘In my ex-
perience, 100 percent of marriages come to an end — some 
tragically in divorce or death, but they all end.’

“Obviously he was not following me,” he continued. “I 
said, ‘What if you had 60 years of the most spectacular mar-
riage ever? Even after this, one of you will have to place the 
other in the arms of God at a funeral. It will tear your heart 
out. You don’t realize how wrenching it will be. So why go 
through it. Give her up now, get the loss over with now.’ ”

Barnes continued, “She was never yours and never will 
be. Why wake up anxious? Place her back in her Creator’s 
hands and wake up every morning and say ‘Wow! You are 
still here’ and be grateful. The journey of faith is lived with 
open hands. Things can only be placed in our hands or 
taken out if they are open.”

Barnes clenched his fists and said, “Does this look like 
the position of faith? The Creator only places things in our 
hands if they are open.”

The Rev. William N. Jackson presided. Rosalinda Guadar-
rama, a United Methodist deaconess, read the scripture. Willie La 
Favor, piano, and Debbie Grohman, clarinet, played “The Water 
is Wide” and “Down by the Riverside” for the morning prelude. 
The Motet Choir sang “Blessing” with music by David Conte and 
text by John Stirling Walker. Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship 
coordinator, directed the choir. The Mr. and Mrs. William Uhler 
Follansbee Memorial Chaplaincy supports this week’s services.

@chqdaily



ANNOUNCEMENTS
DOG ATTACK on Monday. 
Woman and dog walking, dog 
broke from leash, other woman 
and dog bitten. If  ANYONE 
knows anything, please come 
fo rward ,  NO QUESTIONS 
ASKED. Not interested in any-
thing other than knowing if dog 
is up to date on shots. Please 
share any information with 
Sherra Babcock, 716-357-6316.
Dock Space available off of 
Hurst. Weeks 6, 7, 8, 9, and 1-9 
2015. Call  410-725-0933
WOMEN SEEKING Serenity 
open 12 step meeting Friday 
12:30 Hurlbut Church Parlor. 
716-357-8318
WORK WANTED. Experienced 
wi th  care tak ing ,  c lean ing, 
opening and closing homes, 
and as an overseer. Chautauqua 
references available. Contact 
Aggie 716-450-3763;farmall-
gal@regan.com.

BOAT RENTALS
BOAT RENTALS Power  + 
P o n t o o n ,  F i s h i n g ,  B o a t s , 
Kayaks  and  Peda l  Boa ts . 
C h a u t a u q u a  M a r i n a 
716.753.3913

CONDOS FOR SALE
COOP APT 33 Miller 2 Br 2 Ba 
Sleeps 6 Central location, fur-
nished, updated $149,900. 
MLS #1034777 Karen Goodell 
716-789-2165

FOR SALE

BOAT LIFT for 3600lbs power 
or sailboat, new cables, recent 
service, works perfectly, $1500 
317-289-6678
CHAUTAUQUA MEMORIES 
ALL YEAR. Calendar beauti-
fu l ly  photographed by Lee 
Heinz. Perfect for framing. $20. 
917-856-5594
E L E G A N T  E S S E N T I A L S 
u n i q u e  b e a d e d  j e w e l r y. 
Affordable prices. Season dis-
play and sale 15 South 2nd 
f loor cal l  973-699-2194 for 
viewing
LAKE FRONT Land For Sale. 
WeWanChu.com

FOR SALE
SAILBOAT-JY15 15 foot. Easy 
sailing for ages 9-99. $2500. 
See at Sailing Center. 440-333-
1000.
5 CIVIL WAR stories and a 
boys recollections of Lincoln in 
1907 .  You th ' s  compan ion 
reprinted newspaper in book-
store $3.95.Incl three baseball 
ads.

FOR SALE

HOUSE SWAP
PHILADELPHIA Luxury condo/
a p a r t m e n t  w i t h  t e r r a c e . 
C e n t r a l l y  L o c a t e d  o n 
Rittenhouse Square. Available 
for swap weeks 4&5 of the 
2 0 1 5  s e a s o n .  E m a i l 
Marriansway@hotmail.com

OPEN HOUSE
34 MILLER. 1-2-3 BR Apts 
ava i lab le  a l l  weeks  2015. 
Updated, central location. Sat. 
10-2pm 412-425-9658

SERVICES

STORAGE

WANTED
S TA M P  C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. 
W i l l  t r a v e l  t o  a p p r a i s e . 
Chautauqua's Stamp Professor. 
904-315-5482

2015 SEASON

A PA R T M E N T / C O N D O  2 5 
South Terrace. Weeks 3-9. 
Footsteps to Amp. Kitchen, 
W/D, A/C. Also rooms weeks 
1-9, private bath and efficiceny. 
716-570-1025. ashlandguest-
house@yahoo.com
CENTRAL LOCATION (weeks 
6-9) 3 Root Ave. FIRST FLOOR 
modern 3 BR condo, 2 Bath, 
W/D, A/C, Wi-Fi, Dishwasher, 
large wraparound front porch 
facing green area near Norton 
Hall. No Pets. $2950/wk,757-
603-2031
C H A R M I N G  V I C T O R I A N . 
Weeks  1 ,2 ,3 ,7 ,8 ,9 .  5  BR. 
Sleeps up to 13. 4 full baths. 2 
Kit. 2 LR. 2 DR. 2 W/D. 6 porch-
es. Large Patio. Grill. Cable. 
DVD. High-speed wi re less 
internet. AC. On-site parking. 
Excellent location. Near Amp. 
$2900. scarwin@peoplepc.
com. 412-818-7711.

FOR RENT - all weeks. Quiet 
first floor 1 bedroom apt. $1000/
week. 716-753-2473 norman-
karp@yahoo.com
LARGE, PRIVATE CONDO: 
Renovated (2012-2014); entire 
second floor (1700 sq. ft.), 3 
bedrooms, 2 full baths, large 
living room, full kitchen & din-
ing, porch; AC throughout, 
Wi-Fi, cable, barbecue; w/d, 
d/w; near lake, Bestor Plaza, 
bus route. Maximum of 6: 4 
singles, 1 queen. No pets, no 
smoking. Weeks 6-9: $2,850; 
three or more weeks negotia-
ble. 540-554-8404 mjzucker-
man@pobox.com
M O D E R N  C O N D O ,  2 
Bedrooms, Ki tchen, Porch, 
A/C, W/D, Cable TV & Internet. 
C l o s e  t o  B e s t o r  P l a z a , 
Amphitheatre, Lake. Weeks 
2 , 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 .  C e l l : 
216.410.5677.

2015 SEASON
NEW BASEMENT APARTMENT 
for rent weeks 1-9. 2 bedroom, 
2 bath. Twin beds, sleeps 4. 
Full kitchen, W/D, A/C, WiFi. 
Next to Bestor Plaza, short flat 
walk to Amp. $2,300/week. 
CHQ13Center@aol .com or 
301-351-0700.
NEW CONDO, 2BR/2 bath, first 
floor, spacious & bright kitchen, 
large porch, WiFi/cable, central 
A/C, W/D, patio with grill, drive-
way parking space. Great loca-
tion: 46 peck. $2,500/wk. 814-
440-8781
Steps to Bestor Plaza/AMP. 1 
R o b e r t s  #  1 A  ( b e h i n d 
bookstore).1st floor.Modern 1  
bedroom w A/C. 2 porches, full 
kitchen!Available 2015:$1400/
week. sgjefreid4@verizon.net. 
703-569-7148.
WEEK 1, 2, or 9. Albion A, 5 
South Terrace. Modern 2 bdrm, 
2 ba, porch on Mil ler Park, 
Central A/C, W/D, WiFi. $2,200 
week. 716-357-5813 v icto-
riasallen@gmail.com
WEEK 4. Modern 2 bedroom 2 
bath, A/C, W/D, Wi-Fi, street 
level, near Amp and bus, porch 
overlooking Miller Park. $2300 
716-357-5976
WEEKS 6-9, Bestor Plaza. 
Porch, modern corner,  one 
bedroom, A/C, laundry. 716-
864-7421
16 WILEY weeks 1-5,7-9, spa-
cious 3-story house near lake 
and children's school, 6+ bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, W/D, 
cable, wireless internet, no 
pets, no smoking 212-369-
1220 lhunnewell@willowridge.
com
19 RAMBLE wks 7-9. First 
floor. One bedroom, full kitch-
en, central A/C, Wi-Fi, cable, 
laundry. $1100/wk. mhstreet@
aol.com 864-202-5412
2015 SEASON 2BR Lakeview 
Condo. All Amenities. Central 
Location. 330-416-2229
2015 SWAP. Your Chautauqua 
apartment for my New York City 
apartment any 2 weeks of the 
season. starscoot@aol.com
24 Woolsey Ave. New garden 
apartment 700 sq. ft. available 
weeks1-9. Full kitchen, 1 bed-
room, plus pull-out sofa. AC, 
WIFI, Cable. 802 310 9487 
richard.parlato@gmail.com
83 PRATT a charming guest 
house for the 2015 season. 
Sleeps two. Newly Remodeled, 
park-like setting, patio, on-site 
parking, on tram & bus route. 
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless inter-
net, D/W, pet friendly. Season/
Part -Season 954.348.4344 
bh@cpt-florida.com.

2014 SEASON
Ashland Guest House. Great 
rate special week 9. 10 Vincent 
Ave.716-570-1025. ashash-
landguesthouse@yahoo.com. 
Accepting 2015.
CANCELATION RENTAL - 
Weeks 8,9 Central location first 
floor modern 3 bedroom condo, 
2 baths, W/D, A/C, Wi-Fi, dish-
washer, large front porch - 50% 
price reduction to $1495 or best 
offer. 757-603-2030
FA M I LY  H O M E  W e e k s  3 
through 9 available. 9 Wiley. 
Renovated 4BR Lake View: 3.5 
Bath, A/C, Complete Renovated 
Kitchen, W/D, Cable, Wifi, On 
Site Parking Pass Included. 
410-279-3415, jendelancey@
aol.com
O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R 
POPULAR WEEKS 6,7,8,9. A 
COZY NEW-1 Bedroom, ground 
floor apartment. On plaza, tram 
rou te ,  A /C,  Wi f i ,  W/D,  a l l 
ammen i t i es .716 -357 -5557 
f r a n c e s c r @ o p t o n l i n e . n e t . 
Photos available.
WEEK 8 2014 Now available 
for very handsome, extremely 
spacious & modern 1 BR apt. 
w/wraparound porch 1 block 
from ampitheatre. See photos 
of "The Belfry" at www.heath-
ersinn.com. Call 357-4804 for 
reservations.
WEEK 9 DEAL! 3 Root #3. 3rd 
floor, 2 bdrm, 2 bath w/ huge 
tree-shaded deck W/D, AC, full 
kitchen incl DW, wifi. $1250. 
Contact Keira at kdigeldrake@
gmail.com.
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C L A S S I F I E D S

STAY IN TOUCH
Not receiving the 
Chautauquan and other 
off-season publications? 
Update your winter 
address at the information 
desk in the Colonnade 
lobby or e-mail 
boxoffice@ciweb.org.

 » on the grounds

chqdaily.com

Follow the 

Daily’s updates 

for a steady 

stream of the 

latest news from the 

grounds on Twitter:

 @chqdaily

 » on the grounds
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7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

8:45 (8:45–9:30) Special Study 
Session. (Programmed by the 
Hebrew Congregation.) Led by 
Rabbi John Bush. Hurlbut Church 
sanctuary 

9:00 (9–6) Chautauqua Steinway 
Piano Sale. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios 

9:00 Chautauqua Property Owners 
Association Annual Meeting. 
Hall of Christ

9:30 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Service. Service led by Rabbi 
John Bush; Joanna Bush, 
cantorial song leader. Kiddush to 
follow. Hurlbut Church sanctuary 

9:30  (9:30-12) Gospel Music 
Workshop. (Programmed by the 
Baha’is of Chautauqua County; 
co-sponsored by the Dept. of 
Religion.) Conducted by Van 
Gilmer, music director, Baha’i 
House of Worship in Wilmette, Ill. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Kiddush will follow at 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House. 
Everett Jewish Life Center Library

10:00 (10–5:30) Chautauqua Crafts 
Alliance Festival. (Sponsored by 
the Chautauqua Crafts Alliance.) 
Bestor Plaza

10:00 Annual Meeting of Chautauqua 
Corporation. Hall of Christ

11:00 Chautauqua Institution Board 
of Trustees Open Forum. Hall of 
Christ

12:30 (12:30–2:30) Social Bridge. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) For men and 
women. Women’s Club house

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 (2–3:30) Student Bass Recital. 
(School of Music.) (Benefits 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) McKnight Hall

2:30  (2:30–5) Gospel Music 
Workshop. (Programmed by the 
Baha’is of Chautauqua County; 
co-sponsored by the Dept. of 
Religion.) Conducted by Van 
Gilmer, music director, Baha’i 
House of Worship in Wilmette, Ill. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

3:00 LECTURE. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Contemporary Issues Forum. 
“Midterm Elections 2014.” David 
Kozak. Hall of Philosophy

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

6:00 THEATER. William 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest. 
(Opening. Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Colonnade 
lobby ticket offices, and 45 
minutes before curtain at the 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing 
at Sunday worship services.) 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

8:15 CHARLOTTE BALLET IN 
RESIDENCE. Jean-Pierre 
Bonnefoux, director. 
CHAUTAUqUA SyMPHONy 
ORCHESTRA. Grant Cooper, 
guest conductor. Amphitheater

• Water Music 
Georges Frideric Handel 

• The Four Temperaments 
Paul Hindemith

• Symphony No. 9, Op. 95 in E 
Minor (From the New World), Mvts. 
3, 2, 4 
Antonín Dvorák

7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leaders: 
Sharifa Felicia Norton and 
Muinuddin Charles Smith. 
(Islam/Sufi Meditation). Donation. 
Bring gate pass. Main Gate 
Welcome Center Conference 
Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Sponsored by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 (9–6) Chautauqua Steinway 
Piano Sale. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios

9:00 Nature Walk. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) Jack Gulvin, BTG 
naturalist. Meet at back (lake side) 
of Smith Wilkes Hall

9:00 Men’s Club Speaker Series. 
“The Forgotten Ken Burns.” Bob 
Hopper. Men’s Club Meeting. 
United Methodist House

9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. “Getting 
Close to the Kingdom.” The Rev. 
M. Craig Barnes, president and 
professor of pastoral ministry, 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
Amphitheater 
Please be seated by 9:30 a.m.

9:15 CLSC Alumni Association 
Science Group Presentation. 
“Translating Scientific Findings 
into Common Language.” Greg 
Ferriss. Hall of Christ

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) “Life 
Cycle Events.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Library

10:00 (10–5:30) Chautauqua Crafts 
Alliance Festival. (Sponsored by 
the Chautauqua Crafts Alliance.) 
Bestor Plaza

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. The Roosevelts. 
Ken Burns, Geoffrey C. Ward. 
Amphitheater

12:00 (12– 2) Flea Boutique. (Sponsored 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind Colonnade

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

12:15 Meet the CSO Musicians. Come 
talk with musicians from the 
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Writers’ 
Center.) “A Kind of Devotion.” 
Charlotte Matthews. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall porch

12:15 Challah Baking. (Programmed by 
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

12:30 Jum’ah Prayer. (Programmed by 
the Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults.) Hall of Christ

12:30 Women Seeking Serenity. 
Hurlbut Church Parlor

12:45 Chautauqua Catholic 
Community Seminar. “The World 
is Charged with the Grandeur of 
God.” The Rev. Edward Mehok, 
professor emeritus, Notre Dame 
College, Euclid, Ohio. Methodist 
House Chapel

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Krista Tippett, host, “On Being”; 
Nathan Schneider, author, 
columnist, editor on religion, 
resistance and culture. Hall of 
Philosophy (simulcast in the Hall of 
Christ)

2:00 (2–5) Mah Jongg. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club.) Memberships available at 
the door. Women’s Club house

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:30 (2:30–4) Student Recital. 
(School of Music.) (Benefits 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) McKnight Hall

3:30 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture 
Series. “Norton: A Civil War 
Opera.” Meredith Bean McMath, 
librettist, David E. Chávez, 
composer, Louden Lyric Opera 
Company. Hall of Christ

3:30 (3:30–5) Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Dept. of 
Religion.) Facilitator-led group 
discussions. No fee but sign-up 
required by Thursday at 2 p.m. 
Interfaith Lectures. Locations to be 
announced
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4:00 CLSC Alumni Association 
Trustees Meeting. (Programmed 
by the CLSC Alumni Association.) 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Kate Kimball Room

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

4:00 Special Lecture. (School of 
Music.) “Secrets of Steinway.” 
Ray Rotuna, former manager 
from Steinway. Fletcher Music 
Hall

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcome the Sabbath.” Service 
led by Susan Goldberg 
Schwartz, soloist. Miller Bell 
Tower (rain location Pier Building)

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing 
at Sunday worship services.) 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

6:00 Special Screening. “Prohibition.” 
Episode 1. Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema 

7:00 Community Shabbat Dinner. 
(Programmed by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 
Reservations required. Everett 
Jewish Life Center

8:00 THEATER. William 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest. 
(Preview. Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Colonnade 
lobby ticket offices, and 45 
minutes before curtain at the 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

8:15 SPECIAL. An Evening with 
Jackie Evancho. Amphitheater


