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Strout, Rosenblatt
reflect on narrative

galumphing
back

CARSON QUIRÓS
Staff Writer

Elizabeth Strout will be
taking the Amphitheater
stage for the first time today, but she’s been hearing
about Chautauqua Institution for years.
“Everybody who mentions [Chautauqua] always
has something wonderful
to say about it,” Strout said.
“I’m so happy to finally be
able to be a part of that.”
Speaking with Roger
Rosenblatt at 10:45 a.m. today in the Amphitheater
is “automatically a good
situation to be in,” for any
writer Strout said.
“I just feel like he goes
after what I try to do myself, which is to have some
sense of integrity in the
work.”

ROSENBLATT

STROUT

The admiration between
the two friends and writers,
who met at a writers’ conference in Southhampton,
Long Island, is mutual.
Strout, who is the author
of Amy and Isabelle and Olive
Kitteridge, insisted that she
was a fan of Rosenblatt’s
long before they met.
Likewise,
Rosenblatt
said that Strout was “a wonderful writer, and of quite
a different sort. She’s very
powerful in her own way.”
See STROUT, Page 4

Classic children’s novel
is remembered in time

Acrobatic dance
company brings
act for all ages
to Amp stage
tonight

ZAINAB KANDEH
Staff Writer

Kicking off the 20th
anniversary of the CLSC
Young Readers program,
the young reading aficionados are taking a ride with
Milo and a time-ticking
pooch named Tock. Joining
them in their journey are
numerous quirky and curious characters, as they try
to restore order by returning the princesses Rhyme
and Reason to the Kingdom
of Wisdom.
Filled with a sea of
synonyms, a plethora of
puns and a mountain of

FEIFFER
metaphors, readers of Norton Juster’s The Phantom
Tollbooth and the novel’s
protagonist Milo quickly
learn that, while sticks and
stones may break one’s
bones, an appreciation for
knowledge is the only way
to get him home.
See TOLLBOOTH, Page 4

SPONG TO LECTURE ON
JOHANNINE CHARACTERS

EMMA FOEHRINGER
MERCHANT
Staff Writer

C

RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

Former Episcopal Bishop of Newark John Shelby Spong
continues his weeklong series at 2 p.m. today in the Hall of
Philosophy with a lecture titled “Johannine Characters: Literary
Creations, Not People of History.” Above, Spong lectures
Tuesday. The recap of his Monday lecture appears on Page 7.

oined by author Lewis Carroll in Through
the Looking-Glass, the
word “galumph” is a
verb that means “to move with
a clumsy, heavy tread.”
In 2001, the term became
also became the official name
for an acrobatic troupe.
Members of the company,
who had been searching in vain
for a group name, looked to a
part of their act called the “Galumpha,” in which one member
carries the two others across
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the stage, almost like a camel.
The whimsical name, derived
from Carroll’s definition, stuck.
Galumpha was born.
At 7:30 p.m. tonight, in the
Amphitheater, Galumpha will
perform as the first installment
of this season’s Family Entertainment Series.
The name became a “natural
choice” for the group, according to founding member Andy
Horowitz.
The three-person show, consisting of Emiko Okamoto, William Matos and Horowitz, combines dance choreography with
acrobatic movement. Despite
the extreme physical difficulty

HIGH 73° LOW

of Galumpha’s work, Horowitz calls the group “perfectionists about choreography” who
strive to make strenuous moves
seem effortless.
“We jump and catch each
other often on each other’s feet.
Our lifts move and turn and yet
they typically don’t fall down,”
Horowitz said. “We’re telling a
story; it’s abstract. But I like to
get onstage and lead the audience through an experience and
tell that story through its beginning, middle and end, and then
release the audience to walk
away thinking about it.”
See GALUMPHA, Page 4
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news

Briefly
news from around the grounds
The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended to
provide space for announcements from Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a story, it should
not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information to Drew Olkowski
in the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide name of organization,
time and place of meeting and one contact person’s name with phone
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.
Abrahamic Program for Young Adults ‘Burning Questions’
The first weekly “Burning Questions” session will be held at
12:30 p.m. Wednesday in Smith Wilkes Hall (time was incorrect in the Tuesday Interfaith News). This is a chance for the
Chautauqua community to get to know the coordinators and
ask any questions about APYA.
Trustees Porch Discussion
The Chautauqua Institution Board of Trustees will hold its
first porch discussion today at 9:30 a.m. on the Hultquist
Porch. The topic of the discussion will be “Strategic Planning:
Where are We Now?”
Massey Memorial Organ mini-concert
Chautauqua Institution organist Jared Jacobsen will play
pieces to show off the Massey Memorial Organ at 12:15 p.m.
today in the Amphitheater. The mini-concert, “Curtain Raisers and Signature Tunes,” includes pieces such as “Toccata”
by Charles-Marie Widor and The Great Toccata and Fugue in
D Minor by Johann Sebastian Bach. Jacobsen will focus on
pieces people associate with him and with the Massey Memorial Organ. The theme of the season’s mini-concerts is
“Going on Record,” because Jacobsen will work with an audio crew this season to capture live recordings of the Massey
Memorial Organ.
Chautauqua Women’s Club news
• Join members at the Women’s Club house at 9 a.m. Thursday for the first in the weekly “Chautauqua Speaks,” series
featuring the Chautauqua President Tom Becker.
• “Artists in the Market” is open from 1 to 4 p.m. Wednesdays
and Thursdays at the Farmers Market near the Main Gate.
The variety of handmade goods will satisfy everyone’s taste.
The artists change daily and weekly, always offering new and
exciting pieces. All are welcome.
Eventide Series
Join Sue Evans today in the Hall of Christ at 6:45 p.m. for
the first CLSC Alumni Association Eventide program called
“Papua New Guinea: The Land that Stood Still.” Learn about
one of the last frontiers on Earth, a land of unimaginable
beauty that is one of the least tourist-visited countries.
AA/Alanon Meeting
At 12:30 p.m. today there will be an open AA/Alanon Meeting in Hurlbut Church parlor.

Treasured travel destination offers
community, tradition for Wadsworths
Carson QuirÓs
Staff Writer

Since John and Linda
Wadsworth were married in
1987, they have been coming
to Chautauqua and immersing themselves in the community — particularly the
performing arts.
While John is a retired
psychiatrist, Linda previously worked for the Community Foundation for Greater
Buffalo in fundraising and
donor services. With an avid
love for travel and the performing arts, the couple has
been happy to make Chautauqua one of their recurrent
destinations.
The Wadsworths have impacted the Chautauqua community primarily through
their commitment to the opera program.
“We’re both great opera
lovers and enjoy the Chautauqua Opera tremendously,” Linda said. “It’s really
the only professional opera
company in our part of western New York for us to see
live opera.”
Although the couple said
the opera program is their
primary focus, they insist
that they enjoy many of the
other performing arts programs as well.
“We also enjoy the ballet,” Linda said. “We have a
granddaughter who enjoys
ballet and she has taken
classes at the Institution. We
also love going to the concerts Saturday nights and
the theater.”
Although
Chautauqua
is a family tradition for the
Wadsworths, who treasure
sharing the summers with
their grandchildren on the
grounds, it has also provided them with a home away
from their hometown of Buf-

Matt Burkhartt | Staff Photographer

Chautauquans John and Linda Wadsworth pose for a portrait on
their property on Potter Road in Mayville.

falo, New York.
“It’s given us a feeling
of community and it’s been
meaningful,” John said.
“I guess you could say we
have our own world in
Chautauqua that we feel a
good part of and that we
feel is important.”
The couple, who split
time across the state during
the summer, said they enjoy returning home after a
season at Chautauqua with
a refreshed knowledge of
current events. According to
John, Chautauqua has given the pair “a much tighter
sense of being aware of and

up-to-speed on big issues of
our day.”
Linda said she and her
husband
“always
learn
something every summer.
My husband particularly
enjoyed Charles Murray last
summer, but we always like
to see Billy Collins, Roger
Rosenblatt and Ken Burns
… It’s very enriching to our
lives.”
For the upcoming season, Linda said she is greatly
looking forward to the first
week of programming as
well as the Week Four lecture series, “Emerging Citizenship: The Egyptian Expe-

rience.”
“I’ve been to Egypt several times,” she said. “One of
my daughters lived there, so
I am particularly interested
in hearing what people have
to say about Egypt and the
Middle East.”
Aside from being active
community members, grandparents and devoted opera
patrons, the Wadsworths
have also significantly contributed to Chautauqua’s financial future in more ways
than one, giving to the Institution in the three ways that
one can give.
In the early 1990s, the
Wadsworths decided to invest in the Institution by
making a gift to the Chautauqua Foundation’s pooled
life income fund, a trust that
makes payments to donors
until they are no longer living; the remaining investment is added to Chautauqua’s endowment.
“I guess for various financial reasons we thought
it would be a wise choice,”
John said.
Supporting the Institution
was important to the couple,
Linda added, and the pooled
life income fund “was a very
efficient, easy way for us to
do it.”
The couple has also established an endowment for the
opera and has added to that
fund over the years. More recently, John and Linda have
contributed generously to
the Amphitheater project as
part of the Promise Campaign along with their annual gift.
For more information on
how you can contribute to the
Promise Campaign, please contact Karen Blozie, director of
planned giving, Chautauqua
Foundation, at 716 357-6244 or
email kblozie@ciweb.org

CLSC Science Circle presentation
James LoPresto, professor at Edinboro University, will present
“Helioseismology: the study of solar wave oscillations” (followed by Q-and-A) at 9:15 a.m. Friday in Smith Wilkes Hall.
Chautauqua Dialogues
Chautauqua Dialogues is 3:30 to 5 p.m. on Friday. Sign up today before or after the 2:00 p.m. lecture at the Hall of Philosophy to participate in one of these small group discussions.
Tech Rehearsal sneak peek for ‘Raisin’
Friends of Chautauqua Theater are invited to sit in for 45-minute segments of the Chautauqua Theater Company tech rehearsal for A Raisin in the Sun at 1 p.m., 1:45 p.m., or 2:30 p.m.
today. Meet at the Bratton Theater entry door. Memberships
are $10 and are available at the door.

After nearly 50 years, world-class pianist
Bilson to return to Chautauqua today
Zainab Kandeh
Staff Writer

Chautauquans were first
introduced to Malcolm Bilson in the summer of 1965.
In the same year, President
Lyndon B. Johnson signed into
law the Voting Rights Act,
which demolished a framework once built on the soils

of hate and finally give the
power of choice to so many
who had been denied. The
Rolling Stones’ “I Can’t Get
No (Satisfaction)” and Sonny
and Cher’s “I Got You Babe”
ruled the airwaves, and a copy
of The Chautauquan Daily cost
10 cents.
The July 20 front page of
the paper that left the hands
of young paper carriers,
graced front porches and sat
nestled between forefingers
over a cup of coffee introduced Chautauquans to a
young pianist.
The
headline
above

the photo of Bilson read,
“Award Winner to Play Mozart,” and raved over his
performances abroad as
well as his doctoral studies.
Now, one year shy of a
half-century since his last
notes resonated throughout
the grounds, Bilson will return to Chautauqua to give
today’s guest lecture and
play again tomorrow in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.
“Beethoven’s Piano Writing: Notation, Instruments and
Expression” will be the topic
of discussion today at 4 p.m. in
the Sherwood-Marsh Studios.
Conventionally
speaking,
Mozart and Beethoven are
some of the most recognizable
names in classical music. Bilson said he is excited to share
with audiences a secret that
lies within the counts printed
to sheet music.
“What I’m looking forward to is to talking to young
people,” Bilson said. “In my
opinion, I think we have
performances that are too
neutral and not passionate
enough. I think a composer
like Beethoven is telling you
all kinds of things about
how to make his music passionate and expressive and
these things are not only not
understood, but many professors say, ‘No, you’re not
allowed [to play it this way].’
This is why, at my age, I like
to come and talk to young
people and try to make a sort
of revolution.”
Helping him lead the
charge in encouraging
performers play classic
pieces more freely is Bilson’s fortepiano. Similar
to what Beethoven would

bILSON
have used, audiences will
hear the Cornell professor emeritus play the fortepiano during Thursday’s
faculty recital at 4 p.m. in
Lenna Hall. That recital
will benefit the Chautauqua Women’s Club Scholarship Fund, and features
pieces by Hadyn, Mozart,
Beethoven and Carl Phillip
Emmanuel Bach.
“For me, having this old
piano … that Beethoven had
is liberating,” Bilson said. “I
can do all kinds of things
that the modern piano isn’t
even supposed to do [because] it’s not set up for it.”
Bilson said the difference
between the fortepiano and
conventional pianos of today
is that the fortepiano allows
for a more natural sound of
the articulation marks written
into many scores, most notably that of Mozart.
“The freer the music is,
the more expressive it will
be,” Bilson said.
“I think there’s far more
expressive power in this music than people usually give
it credit for. Mozart played
often in this very refined sort
of ultra-civilized way and
Mozart was a very passionate composer. That’s why
he’s good.”
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Cherry discusses vote on sewer plant project, tax increase
Chautauquans are going to hear a lot about their sewer plant
this summer, particularly between the beginning of the season
and Tuesday, Aug. 12 As The Chautauquan Daily reported
extensively during the 2013 season, the Chautauqua Utility
District, which runs the sewer plant on the south end of the
grounds, faces compliance with federal EPA mandates to clean
up the water put into the lake.
These mandates mean that taxes for property owners will
increase.
The estimated bill for the sewer plant project is $7 million,
which means that if voters approve the project in August, the
average Chautauqua property tax bill will rise by around $400
per year for 30 years. That’s $12,000 over the life of the bonds that
will be purchased to finance the project.
The Institution, the CUD and the Chautauqua Property Owners Association all support approval of this project and the cost it
will take to fund it.
The Institution will pay its fair share of the property tax costs
for the sewer plant improvements.
Longtime CUD supervisor, Tom Cherry, explained that these
tax increases for individual property owners are averages. Cherry
will be making rounds of the Institution in the coming weeks to
audit individual properties on the grounds, assessing how much
individual property owners will owe.
This ambiguity is because the engineering design for the sewer
plan upgrade — approved in a 77-1 vote by 6 percent of the 1,300
eligible Chautauqua voters in August 2013 — is just now being
completed. A major reason for the delay is Cherry’s continuing efforts to get the consulting engineers to keep the project costs down
to $7 million. But the design is very close to completion now.
Cherry and other Institution leaders have been in constant contact
with New York Department of Environmental Conservation officials, and Cherry is confident that the state will be able to review
the project by the end of July. State approval would greenlight the
project if voters approve it.
Voters will thus have more precise information available for
their consideration before the August vote.
Cherry devoted a lot of time during the 2013 season to raising Chautauquans’ awareness of this issue. He will intensify his
efforts this summer. The campaign began last week at the annual
pre-season CPOA potluck dinner in Hurlbut Church. Addressing
a packed house, Cherry and CPOA president Hugh Butler fielded
a lot of questions. Cherry’s remarks are as follows.
“For me, there are two aspects to this problem. Both are
important to the August vote. One is that people are going to make an investment not only in Chautauqua Lake,
but also in their own community — the Institution and the
grounds.
The second concept is compliance with federal and state
regulatory agencies. That means the EPA in Washington
and the DEC in Albany, New York.
I want to talk first about the money issues because I
understand that is what is foremost on many people’s minds
this summer.
I anticipate that the overall sewer plant upgrade project,

Chautauqua Conversations
column by john ford

which is mandated by the federal government, will have a
budget of between around $7 million.
This means that if the sewer plant upgrade project is
approved by voters in August, the average Chautauqua
property tax bill will rise by roughly $400 per household
per year for 30 years.
I cannot be more precise now because the final engineering design, which was authorized by Chautauquans last
summer, will not be finalized until next month. Formal
New York state approval will follow. We are confident that
the state will have finished its review of the plans before
that date.
I do understand that this is an amorphous situation. It
could not be avoided. In a large public works project like
this one, there are obviously many moving parts. For instance, the consulting engineers have already been instructed by me to redesign the project twice to reduce costs and
increase use of existing facilities.
So Chautauqua homeowners are looking at an average
annual $400 tax increase. How did it come to this?
Basically, the federal EPA mandated in the 1990s that
all U.S. sewer plants located adjacent to lakes and rivers
that flow into the Gulf of Mexico (like Chautauqua) and
Chesapeake Bay must reduce phosphorous and ammonia
discharges into those waters by a fixed deadline. For the
Chautauqua Utility District, that deadline is June 1, 2018.
The construction time is at least two years, and we like to
plan prudently and that is why we are moving forward at
this time. Delays are inevitable with a project like this one,
which features a number of bureaucratic and organizational
players.
Failure to do so will (a) generate state-imposed daily fines
which property owners will end up paying in the form of
higher taxes or special levies, and (b) open the door to higher construction costs down the road because the mandate to
upgrade the sewer plant will remain, and construction will
inevitably cost more in the future.
That’s why the commissioners of the utility district (all
five of whom are volunteer Chautauqua property owners)
and I feel we need to move forward with the August vote
even though we may not have a precise project budget at
that time. Readers may be interested to know that the 1934
CUD charter requires a vote on expenditures over $100,000,
and that vote may only be held on the second Tuesday in
August. So we would forfeit an entire year if we don’t vote
on Aug. 12.

I have not cited casually a $400 average annual property
tax increase figure. I think this is a pretty close guess, but I
just can’t be more exact at this point.
What will your tax increase pay for? Basically, the answer
is equipment upgrades, construction and installation costs.
Within the existing buildings, we will replace pumps, motors, generators and controllers. There will be substantial
additional tankage within the current sewer plant property.
The new tanks will be the only additions visible from the
road, and will located west of the existing tank structures
uphill from the sewer plant.
Any potential new odors will be mitigated by new odor
control equipment which is part of the project. I expect we
will experience a reduction in noise from the sewer plant
when the project is completed.
But the big plus from this sewer plant upgrade project is
of course the significant improvement in the quality of the
water that we discharge into Chautauqua Lake. That, after
all, is what moved the EPA to issue these mandates in the
first place.
Chautauquans can be rightly proud of the Institution’s
many efforts to reduce the negative impact of the Institution on the quality of water in Chautauqua Lake. The sewer
plant upgrades will further the goals we share to preserve
our lake.
The Institution and its property owners are not alone in
facing these federal mandates. Other lakeshore and riverine
communities in Chautauqua County, and in particular those
on Chautauqua Lake, are facing the same requirements.
The county sewer plants in Mayville, Lakewood, Jamestown and many other locations face the same requirements
we do, and like us, they will have to figure out how to fund
them. Their deadlines are not quite the same as ours, so we
will likely be the first on the lake to meet the federal and
state mandates. Maybe it’s not a bad thing for the Institution
to lead the way in protecting our environment and our lake.
Chautauquans may be aware of efforts by former county
executive Greg Edwards to implement a plan to extend
sewer lines around the entire lake and consolidate processing of waste water at the county plant in Lakewood. Current
county executive Vince Horrigan has supported the sewer
line proposal but abandoned the idea to consolidate all processing in Lakewood.
This means the Chautauqua Utility District plant will
remain open. Institution and utility district leaders worked
hard and successfully to change the county’s mind on this
issue.
Any Chautauquan with questions won’t find me hard to
locate this summer. I’ll be speaking at both CPOA meetings which precede the August vote, and doubtless at other
events which will be announced in the Daily. I want everyone to share our confidence that the course we have chosen
is the best one.”
Anyone with questions should reach out to Cherry by emailing
him at cudwwtp@windstream.net.
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F R O M PA G E O N E
STROUT
FROM PAGE 1

Strout recalled reading a column that Rosenblatt wrote when she was
younger.
“The voice was sort of
authoritative and getting
at something that felt very
truthful to me,” she said. “I
remember the feeling and
the experience and thinking, ‘Who are you?’ And
there was the name: Roger
Rosenblatt.”
While Strout said she
wasn’t certain yet what she
would be speaking about
with Rosenblatt, she imagines they will discuss the
goal of a writer when trying to convey something to
a reader.
Strout articulates her
mission in much of her
writing as providing a sort
of comfort for people in an
intimate way.
“I think that life is by
nature a lot more solitary
than people sometimes recognize,” Strout said. “Writ-

ing fiction … can make a
reader feel less alone. That’s
what I would hope.”
Strout said that she has
known she was a writer
from her earliest memory.
“She especially knows
the value of place,” Rosenblatt said. “She knows the
strength of locating people
in one situation and all the
things that can develop in
that situation.”
Originally from Maine
and New Hampshire but
having lived in New York
for the last 30 years, Strout
considers herself a native
New Yorker in the way that
people do when they’ve
been adopted by a city.
Strout brings a unique
and sincere respect for narrative to the week focused
on storytelling.
“We’re never going to
know what it is like to be
someone else. Hopefully by
reading good literature we
get a little glimpse,” Strout
said. “I really do believe
that. I believe in the power
of that.”

» on the grounds

FISHING
The waters of Chautauqua Lake provide an abundance
of game and food fish. Muskellunge create the greatest
excitement, and the muskie season, from late June to
October, draws fishermen from all over the United States and
Canada. Large and smallmouth bass, calico and rock bass,
walleyes and perch are among other fish in good supply. Bait
is available at the Sports Club.
A fishing license may be purchased at Hogan’s Hut on Route
394 near the entrance to Route 17/I-86 in Stow or at the town
clerk’s office in Mayville.

GALUMPHA
FROM PAGE 1

Galumpha has told this
story in 44 states, almost every province of Canada and
throughout Western Europe,
Asia, South America and
the Middle East — totaling
more than 40 countries in all.
Still, their formula for impressing the audience with
the twists and turns of their
bodies remains remarkably
similar for each audience.
“We perform for many
audiences and we are not, by
any means, slated as a children’s act,” Horowitz said.
“What we do might equally

TOLLBOOTH
FROM PAGE 1

At 4 p.m. today in the
Strohl Art Center, the book’s
illustrator, Jules Feiffer, will
meet with the Young Readers
program to discuss his work.
He will speak for 15 minutes
in the exhibit of his work,
and then the discussion will
move to the porch of the
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center.
As roommates in Brooklyn, over a half a century
ago, Juster wrote and Feiffer
drew illustrations for what
would become known as The
Phantom Tollbooth. Neither
man knew of the success
they were literally holding in
their hands.

be seen to a Berlin, Germany, presenter as appropriate for a 10 o’clock nightclub
show where there won’t be a
child there. Yet, regardless of
whether we’re performing
for adults, children or a mix
of both, we always do the exact same thing physically.
“We feel, and have in fact
learned conclusively, that if
children like it, grown-ups
like it, and if grown-ups like
it, children like it,” Horowitz
continued. “There’s nothing
in the show that is inappropriate for kids per se, nor
is there anything that’s too
saccharine or too unsophisticated to satisfy an adult audience as well.”

This blend of universality is one of the key factors
of import to Vice President
and Director of Programming Marty Merkley when
coordinating “quality family
entertainment” for FES.
“There has to be lots of
things going on for kids
who are fascinated by the
colors and the sounds and
the movement and then for
adults on a higher level than
just the visual stimulation,”
Merkley said. The colorful,
energetic performance that
Galumpha brings to the
stage the offers vivacious entertainment that fits the bill.
But the group’s confidence
in their wide appeal does

not keep them from shifting their program occasionally. By switching in dancers
from a rotating company and
choreographing movements
from a roster of practiced
material, Galumpha keeps
an audience on its toes.
“Like a rock band, showing up for a gig and deciding
what numbers are going to
make the ideal program for a
given venue, that’s what we
do,” Horowitz said.
Horowitz said Galumpha’s performance at Chautauqua will combine old and
new material, but as usual,
will incorporate choreographed movements sure to
intrigue all, young and old.

“It’s amazing,” Feiffer
said, reminising over the
now-classic children’s novel.
Marveled by the book’s
staying power, Feiffer said
the excitement about the
book seemed to happen out
of nowhere, but has now
gone the span of 53 years. It
is still being read in classrooms and by children today, including this year’s
CLSC Young Readers.
Ironically, after The Phantom Tollbooth was published,
Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist Feiffer said he did
not like his work. He was so
insecure about his drawings
during the process that many
original drawings were done
on tracing paper. Hardly any
are left today.

“I thought the book was
terrific but I wasn’t pleased
with my own production of
it,” he said. “When the buzz
started about bringing it out
for the 50th edition and I
started seeing the artwork I
thought, ‘My God, it’s much
better than I thought,’ and I
began to appreciate my artwork for the first time — a
work I knew I always loved.”
Since The Phantom Tollbooth’s publication, Feiffer
has continued to illustrate
novels as well as write many
of his own. A child of the
Great Depression and World
War II, Feiffer said he was a
big fan of the noir and pulp
fiction films of the period,
which inspired him to write
his first noir graphic novel,

Kill My Mother, which will
be released in August. Also
coming in August is Feiffer’s
new children’s picture book
called Rupert Can Dance,
about a cat who, after watching and learning from a girl
named Mandy, develops a
secret love for dancing.
Feiffer said he wanted
readers “to think of the book
as an individual that he or
she can take out and feel
some communion with.”
CLSC Young Readers is a
program designed specifically
for youth and space is limited.
Parents, grandparents and adult
guests of youth will be asked to
wait outside the venue to allow
room for all interested youth to
attend and participate.
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Lecture

Atwood, Rosenblatt
banter over
poetry and prose
RACHAEL LE GOUBIN | Staff Photographer

Author Margaret Atwood sings a hymn from an excerpt from her novel MaddAddam during her morning conversation with Roger Rosenblatt on Tuesday in the Amphitheater.
Allison Levitsky
Staff Writer

Tuesday’s morning lecture
conversation saw authors
Roger Rosenblatt and Margaret Atwood wax poetic about
cat videos on the Internet.
Atwood mentioned a “pretty
adorable” video of a porcupine that she had seen.
Atwood herself proved
not unlike a porcupine before
the Amphitheater audience.
Sharp, prickly and endearing,
the Canadian author sparred
with Rosenblatt over nearly
every question he asked, leaving the audience in stitches as
often as it erupted in applause.
The talk was Rosenblatt’s
second of five conversations
for this week’s “Roger Rosenblatt and Friends” morning
lecture series. The widely
published author of The Boy
Detective: A New York Childhood, which was named a
2014 Chautauqua Literary
and Scientific Circle selection, is speaking with a different one of his literary
friends every morning this
week in the Amp.
Atwood’s most recent
book, MaddAddam, which
came out last year, completed
the dystopian trilogy that included 2003’s Oryx and Crake

and 2009’s The Year of the Flood.
This fall, she will publish
a book of tales — which she
distinguishes from stories —
titled Stone Mattress.
She is also working on a
project that will revisit Shakespeare’s The Tempest as part
of the Hogarth Shakespeare
series, a multi-authored endeavor that aims to reimagine
the Bard’s works. The series is
set to launch in 2016.
Rosenblatt asked Atwood,
who has also published 20 collections of poetry, how writing verse is different from
writing novels.
“Novels are longer,” she
said. “Unless you’re writing
The Iliad, which is very long.
Or Paradise Lost.”
Atwood described “a difference in wavelengths” between
poetry and fiction, comparing
the slower thematic buildup
of a novel to the rhythm and
bearing of a tsunami.
“A tsunami wave is very
big and long, but it’s imperceptible when you’re out at
sea,” she said, differentiating
it from the shorter, more frequent thematic waves in lyric
poetry, in which “you’re looking at every syllable.”
The two are different,
Rosenblatt
and
Atwood
agreed.

Atwood said that she does
not write poetry and prose
in the same week, which she
attributes to a different type
of thinking required for each
genre.
Atwood has long been
known for her dystopian,
speculative
fiction.
Her
body of work includes The
Handmaid’s Tale, which was
published in 1985 and named
a CLSC selection last year.
She differentiates speculative
fiction from science fiction in
that the former is set in a world
that could realistically exist.
“There’s a difference between ‘Star Wars,’ ” she
explained, “and Nineteen
Eighty-Four. When I did The
Handmaid’s Tale, I made it a
rule that I would not put anything into it that had not already happened, or was not
already happening, on this
planet. So everything in it has
happened somewhere.”
Atwood said that she used
the same rule when writing
the MaddAddam trilogy, noting that despite her strong
preference for the speculative fiction label, the series is
descended from two fathers
of science fiction, Jules Verne
and H. G. Wells.
For Atwood, both utopia
and dystopia are “like blue-

prints in which you draw out
a version of what you think
could happen.
“Is this where I want to go?
Is this how I want to live?”
are the questions that, for Atwood, can be answered by
utopian and dystopian fiction.
Atwood sees dystopia as a
natural extension of sequential, hypothetical thought, or
what Rosenblatt referred to
as “the natural narrative in
people.”
“One of the things that
it is to be human is the ability to imagine something that
hasn’t yet happened in detail,”
Atwood said, explaining that
narrative “gives us the ability
to plan.
“And that is not to say that
some of the things we plan in
that way are not frightful.”
Rosenblatt built upon Atwood’s premise.
“They call us a rational species, but that’s sort of a general
joke,” he said. “But a narrative
species, that we are.”
That natural narrative, Atwood and Rosenblatt agreed,
is rooted in optimism.
“Anytime you write something down, you are implying
a future reader,” said Atwood,
agreeing with Rosenblatt that

in most cases, people write
because they wish the future
reader well. “Just the act of
writing is in itself an act of
faith and of hope.”

Editor’s note: This Q&A has
been edited for clarity and length.

Q:

Babcock: What is the
writer’s goal in writing
about dystopias? Is this a call
to action?

A:

I think it’s more like a
question. Is this where
you want to go? It’s not necessary, by the way, that we will go
there, because — this just in
from the physicists — time does
move in one direction only. And
it’s not preset. There’s been a
theory around for a while that
everything that never happened
had already happened and is
eternally happening. [...] Physicists now say that time is real,
and it is moving one way only,
so that means that the future is
open. So it’s not predetermined.
So I think that it’s Robert Frost’s
fork in the road — except there
are a lot of forks in the road. So
which one do you want to take?
Is it the one that goes here, or
should it be that one over there?

Q:

What are your thoughts
about the demise of long
handwriting as an essential
skill taught to school children?

A:

You’ll be sorry later. And
there’s a neurological
reason for that, too. People are
now catching on to that, that it
has to do with the hand-eyebrain coordination that again we
evolved over a very, very long
period of time. They have now
discovered that the students

who do the best, do the best by
making their own notes — with
handwriting — on the page.
And that’s why you’re so smart.

Q:

I’ve got another question about digits, and I
don’t think these two were related. “I noticed,” this person
said, “that you move your toes
to the rhythm of your speech.”
And this coming from an artistic community, this person
wants to know how you feel
about language as a dance.

A:

Good question. Language, music and bodily
movement are among the
things that we come pre-wired
for. So if you watch things that
little kids do, before the age of,
say 4 or 5, those are probably
in the human toolkit. It’s not
that they are automatic, but
they kick in when there are
clues such as other people
talking. Or hearing music. Or
seeing people move in time to
it. That just seems to happen
with kids. Little kids — really
quite young — they’ll jump up
and down in time to music
even before they can talk. And
a book, or a printed page, is
effect, a score for voice. It’s a
score for voice. It doesn’t turn
back into what it is; it’s just
black marks on a page — until
there’s somebody reading it.
And when they’re reading it,
unless they’ve been taught
speed-reading or something or
about to read business reports
— and I’d learn speed-reading
too if I had to read a lot of business reports — but cut to the
chase, get to the point. But if
you’re reading fiction or poetry,
you want to read it with the ear
as much as possible. That connects you with the rest of your
body. So, yes, indeed. It’s all
connected.
—Transcribed by
Kelsey Husnick
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‘GRATEFUL PILGRIM’

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

The Rev. Joanna M. Adams shares parts of her faith journey at the Sunday Vespers in the Hall of Philosophy. “When I was a child, my favorite game was preacher,” she said. “I had never heard a woman
pray or preach. I lined up my dolls and preached to them, and I never had a more attentive audience. I am a grateful pilgrim. I have the spiritual gift of faith and faith is a gift. God gave me an extra dose. My
journey has opened me up to the great mystery of God.”

“D

Understanding the ‘Z Syndrome’

aniel Wallace, who has written ﬁve novels,
was asked what the secret of writing a great
Southern novel was. He said that he did
not how to write one and even if he did, he
‘Wouldn’t be saying,’ ” the Rev. Joanna M. Adams said to begin “The Z Syndrome,” her sermon for the morning worship
service at 9:15 a.m. Tuesday. “The early church put texts
together in a unique way, I believe, as a way to understand
the nature and reality of God. We hear it in unique ways so
that it becomes real in our time.”
Her selected Scripture was Luke 19:1-10, the story of Jesus
and Zacchaeus.
Adams said that, in her ﬁrst call to a downtown church
in Atlanta, she was the community minister at the time the
homelessness crisis was just beginning. A member of the
church — a businessman and retired military oﬃcer —
came to talk with her. He complimented her and said his
family liked her preaching. He noted that she always mentioned that God came to care for the least and the lost but
asked: “Couldn’t you mention that God cares about regular
people like me? Is there a place for me?”
“This sermon is for the colonel,” Adams said.
The story of Zacchaeus and Jesus seems “as plain as salt
and clear as water — seemingly free of nuance,” she said.
Yet Zacchaeus was the last person who would be expected
to climb a tree. Luke, she said, only notes that he was short

Morning Worship
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT
but gives no motive for “Z” to get up a tree.
“Was it more than stature, was it some yearning that his
life could be more meaningful than the one he was currently living? He was not just up the tree to see Jesus, he wanted
to see who Jesus was,” Adams said.
She cited Thomas Monaghan, founder of Domino’s Pizza
and former owner of the Detroit Tigers, as saying he sold all
his possessions because
“none of the things I
bought made me happy.”
“There was a similar
unease in Zaccheaus,”
Adams said. “Maybe he
wasn’t the kind of person
“Zacchaeus thought he
who pondered the meanwas exploring a
ing of life. Maybe he just
mysterious person.
did what each day called
for. He was curious.
What he had not
“Why are you here at
counted on was that
worship at 9:30 a.m. on
God and Jesus were
a Tuesday morning?”
looking for him.”
she continued. “Are
you curious about who
this woman is with the
—THE REV. JOANNA M. ADAMS
unreconstructed Southern accent? This is the
‘Z Syndrome’ — no deep
ontological search, just drawn like ﬁlings to a magnet to the
deep mystery of life. And you have to be careful with deep
mystery.”
Zacchaeus had not counted on the “J Factor” — that Jesus
had his eye on Zacchaeus. Jesus knew which tree Zacchaeus
was in, who he was and what he did for a living and what
he had to do: entertain Jesus that day.

“Zacchaeus thought he was exploring a mysterious
person. What he had not counted on was the God and Jesus
were looking for him,” Adams said.
There are four parts to the “Z Syndrome.” The ﬁrst part
is curiosity which Zacchaeus had exercised. The second
part is good sense.
“He knew a good thing when he saw it and moved
toward the new possibility in life,” Adams said, referring to
Zacchaeus getting down out of the tree.
The third part is happiness.
“There is no anguish, no fear, no dark night of the soul
in this story,” she added. “When Jesus left, Zacchaeus did
not turn into Albert Schweitzer or St. Francis of Assisi, but
he had been given the gift of becoming his better self, of
becoming more himself. God does call some people to give
up everything, but mostly God calls us to be our best selves
with a new spirit within us.”
The fourth part of the “Z Syndrome” is blessing. Jesus
blessed “Z” at his point of strength.
“Zacchaeus moved from the curious edge into the ranks
of the genuinely committed,” Adams said. “He was transformed into a Christ-centered person of means and inﬂuence.
“The whole message of the gospel is ‘Hello,’ ” she said.
“The Spirit of the Living Christ is alive and well and looking for you. The Amphitheater is your sycamore tree. Just
be curious and situated here tomorrow when Jesus makes a
home in your heart. It is possible.”
The Rev. Carolyn Grohman presided. Grohman is a retired
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) minister living in the Rochester
area. She is a member of the Motet Choir and serves on the board
of the Presbyterian House.
Pat Brown interpreted the Scripture reading. Now retired after
serving 40 years as an elementary school library media specialist
in Tonawanda, New York, she and her husband, Bud, have been
coming to Chautauqua more than 40 years and have been serving
in the ministry of host at the Baptist House since 2007.
The Motet Choir, under the direction of Jared Jacobson, organist
and worship coordinator, sang “I Will Arise,” based on a traditional tune arranged by Robert Shaw and Alice Parker.
The Geraldine M. and Frank E. McElree, Jr. Chaplaincy Fund
and the William F. Jackson Religious Initiative Fund provide support for this week’s services.

» ON THE GROUNDS

DAILY PHOTO REPRINTS
The Chautauquan Daily offers digital files of photos that
appear in the newspaper for a fee of $15 per photo.
Please note these are not prints of the photos. Our
photographers will provide you with a high-resolution file on
CD, which allows you to make as many prints as you wish for
personal purposes.
Please stop by the Editorial Office between 10 a.m. and 5
p.m. Monday to Friday to request your reprint. Cash or check
only. No credit cards. Thank you.
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Spong unscrambles Gospel stories;
questions literal interpretation
Episcopal bishop isolates John’s Gospel so audiences can read with Jewish eyes
Kelsey husnick
Staff Writer

John Shelby Spong created a metaphor out of sausage meat during his interfaith lecture on Monday in
the Hall of Philosophy. The
retired Episcopal bishop
referenced a secular song
he learned at church camp
as a boy about a sausagemaking machine to compare
the unidentifiable parts of a
sausage patty to the blended
and scrambled parts of the
Bible.
Spong supported his
theory by pointing out inconsistencies in the different
Gospels of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John. For example,
Matthew said that Mary and
Joseph lived in Bethlehem,
while Luke said that they
lived in Nazareth. All four of
the Gospels differ on Jesus’
final words on the cross. Despite this, Spong said, Christmas pageants combine two
stories inappropriately and
Good Friday sermons are
organized around the seven
last words of Jesus, although
he couldn’t have said everything Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John each believed.
It’s the blending process,
Spong said.
In the first of a weeklong
series of 2 p.m. Interfaith
Lectures in the Hall of Philosophy, titled “The Fourth
Gospel: Tales of a Jewish
Mystic,” Spong aimed to isolate the Gospel of John and
present the audience with a
series of facts about that particular Gospel. Spong spent
five years studying nothing
but that text after realizing
the power of the Gospel’s
Jewish roots.
“It is filled with Old Testament references that only
Jewish people would have
understood,” he said.
In one example, John has
Jesus use a series of “I am”
statements in the Gospel —
statements that most Gentiles wouldn’t realize are
from the story of the burning
bush in the book of Exodus,
where “I am” was the name
of God.
After
coming
across
the Dead Sea Scrolls of the
West Bank in his studies,
Spong also began to think

Amanda Mainguy | Staff Photographer

John Shelby Spong compels the audience to dig deep into the Gospel of John on Monday afternoon, the first interfaith lecture of the season. His analysis of the Gospel
will be the focus of his lecture series for the week.

that maybe the Gospel was
written in the Jewish mystical language, rather than
the incarnational language
the Greek-thinking Western
civilization was using in the
fourth century.
These studies led Spong
to very strong, yet opposing
conclusions: The Fourth Gospel paints the most profound
portrait of Jesus that had
ever been painted in Christian history. There is not one
literal word in the Fourth
Gospel that Jesus actually
spoke. And he cannot trust
that Jesus performed any of
the deeds attributed to him
in the Fourth Gospel, except
for the crucifixion.
“Now try to keep those
two things together — a
deep and radical commitment to the portrait of Jesus
in the Fourth Gospel, and an
unwillingness to be literal
about any word of it,” Spong

asked of the audience.
Spong then presented
the audience with ten bullet
points derived from John’s
Gospel.
“I’m not going to explain,
I’m just going to state facts
and let them rest upon you.
And we’ll spend some time
the rest of this week trying
to put flesh on these bullet
points,” he said.
• There is no miraculous
birth story in the Gospel,
and the mother of Jesus is
never referred to as Mary.
• Although we have the image of John baptizing Jesus,
he never actually performs
the act. Instead, he only
bears witness, and is never
referred to as John the Baptist.
• The author of the Fourth
Gospel is not a disciple of
Jesus, nor is it written by an
eyewitness.

Now try keeping those
two things together
— a deep and radical
commitment to the
portrait of Jesus in
the Fourth Gospel,
and an unwillingness
to be literal about
any word of it.”
—JOHN SHELBY SPONG

• The Fourth Gospel is filled
with long monologues spoken by Jesus — there are no
parables or short sayings by
Jesus.
• Common stories from the

other Gospels and the Bible
don’t appear in the Fourth
Gospel.
• The Fourth Gospel contains signs rather than
miracles. This is an important distinction because, as
Spong said, “A miracle is an
event which you can look
at and describe. A sign is
something you might look at
and points beyond whatever
you might see to a meaning
that cannot be brought into
word.”
• There is a rich development of characters in the
Fourth Gospel who are unknown anywhere else.
• John continues his character development by giving
more depth to known characters from the Bible and the
other Gospels.
• The Epilogue is thought
to be a later edition to the
Fourth Gospel, not part of
John’s original text.

• The crucifixion of Jesus
is the climax of the Fourth
Gospel, rather than the resurrection or the ascension or
the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost. “The crucifixion in John’s Gospel is
not a tragedy but a triumph,”
Spong said. “That’s very different. The cross in John’s
Gospel in a throne from
which Jesus reigns. It’s not a
place of torture in which his
life is destroyed.” The death
of Jesus is also never correlated with the sins of human
beings in John’s Gospel.
Spong hoped that by isolating John’s Gospel and
presenting these facts, the
Biblical stories one learned
in Sunday school would
be challenged and readers
would be able to look at the
Gospel in a different way —
with Jewish eyes.
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PA I D A D V E R T I S E M E N T
The village of Mayville is the closest village to the
Chautauqua Institution

“The Best Kept Secret on Chautauqua Lake”

Mayville

9

7
6

Mayville / Chautauqua Chamber of Commerce 2014 Events
April 1 – Nov. 1 (Tuesday –
Sunday): Aviation Museum,
Classic Airport, Restaurant,
Mayville (Hartfield area),
serving great food in the summer on weekends. See antique
airplanes, engines, propellers
and memorabilia, gift shops,
vintage model airplanes, engines and more. Glider and
Airplane rides, flight instruction. Tours available. For more
information call 716-753-2160.
Every Saturday and Sunday
during the summer (beginning late May - 9 a.m. – 3
p.m.): Flea Market, Dart Airport, Mayville (Hartfield area),
outdoor flea market. For more
information call 716-753-2160.
Lakeside Park, Route 394,
Mayville: A beautiful park
located on the shores of Chautauqua Lake. Enjoy swimming during the summer
(lifeguards on duty), tennis
courts, playground area, new
community center/bathhouse,

basketball court, infield area,
picnic areas, boat launch, gazebo and pavilion on site. Located next to the Chautauqua
Belle docking area. For more
information on the park facilities or to rent the new community center for an occasion,
call the Village of Mayville Office at (716) 753-2125.
Chautauqua Township Historical Museum, Route 394,
Mayville (15 Water Street):
Memorial Day through Labor Day Friday, Saturday and
Sunday from 1 – 5 p.m. (*subject to change). Located in
the old train depot building
next to Lakeside Park and the
Chautauqua Belle, featuring
interesting historical memorabilia on the area. Call Town
of Chautauqua at 716-753-7342
for more information or 716753-3113.
Chautauqua Rails to Trails:
Trails in the area feature hiking, walking, bicycling, bird

watching, horseback riding,
and cross-country skiing.
Recreational trails for all to
enjoy, P.O. Box 151, Mayville
14757-0151. For more information on the trails and trail
rules, call 716-269-3666.

– Chautauqua Marina, 104
West Lake Road: Open seven
days a week during the season
from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Power/
Pontoon/Pedal Boats/Kayaks
and Jet-Ski’s – www.ChautauquaMarina.com, 716-753-3913

Webb’s Miniature Golf, located on Route 394 in Mayvill at Webb’s Year-Round
Resort (115 West Lake Road):
Open June – Sept. seven days
a week – 10 a.m. – 11 p.m. – for
information call 716-753-1348.

July 4: Chautauqua County
July 4th Celebration: Lakeside Park, Mayville, 10 a.m.
parade, activities at Lakeside
Park, ending with fireworks at
10 p.m., 716-753-2280 or cc4th.
com

The
Chautauqua
Belle:
Steamship Cruises aboard
this 98-foot-long steam-powered paddle boat, one of only
six 100 percent high-pressure
steam powered public vessels operating in all of North
America, docked at Lakeside
Park, Route 394, Mayville,
716-269-2355 or www.269belle.
com (for cruise months, times
and pricing).

July 10: (6:30-8:30 p.m.), Free
Performance - Entertainment
in the Park: Lakeside Park,
Mayville, Mahajibee Blues
performing, for information
call 716-753-3113 or www.
mayvillechautauqua.org

5

Chautauqua
Lake

4
394

3

11

Chautauqua
Institution

2
Exit the Chautauqua Institution Main Gate, turn right.
Shop, play and dine all within 3.5 miles.

Boat Rentals/Launch Ramp

Great Gift Shops•Restaurants •Boating
•Candy Shoppe •Shopping •FREE Shuttle
1

430

8

430

2

3

4

4

4

5

6

7

7

8

9
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C l assifie d s
EMPLOYMENT

GREAT LOCATION, conviently
located studio apartment available for rent weeks 2,3,4,5.
724.601.9299
WEEK 2, 1st Floor, 1 BR. A/C,
WiFi. W/D. 36 Foster. 357-3332

ANNOUNCEMENTS
AA/ALANON open meeting
Hurlbut Church Parlor Sundays
and Wednesday 12:30 p.m.

BOAT RENTALS
Power + Pontoon, Fishing,
Boats, Kayacks and Pedal
Boats. Chautauqua Marina
716.753.3913

CONDOS FOR RENT
CANCELLATION: Weeks 2-6,
2013 AVAILABLE! Tastefully
decorated 1 bedroom luxury
condo blends Victorian ambiance with modern amenities
(AC, dishwasher, washer/dryer,
elevator). Private 28’ porch.
Steps from lake, amphitheater,
Athenaeum. 15 Simpson.
REDUCED to $1,600/week.
Discount 2+weeks. JLHyland@
aol.com or 239-246-0946

Wednesday, June 25, 2014

FOR RENT
Large House for rent for 3,000
per week for week 6 at 19
Maple. 6 bedrooms and lots
ofliving space, 2 porches and a
deck, parking for 3, several
bikes to share. Available to
show during week 1. Text or call
(300)715-0514

FOR SALE

2014 Season

WINDOW AIR CONDITIONER
in good condition for sale,
$50.00, 716.357.4105

40 HURST STUNNINGLY renovated first floor 3 Bedroom, 2
Bath apartment. Large living
room, dining room, and fully
equipped granite kitchen. Huge
private deck. Hardwood floors.
On-site parking. W/D, DW, A/C
units, cable, WiFi, tram route,
no pets. Available weeks
3,4,&5. 917-881-6064.
CANCELATION-DISCOUNT!

9 SIMPSON, First floor one
bedroom condominium.
$182,000. Chautauqua Area
Real Estate 716-356-3566

HOUSES FOR RENT
2 BEDROOM 2 Bath with pullout sleeper in family room on
Chautauqua Lake. Private boat
dock/lift. $1,500/ week.
814.397.3390

SPECIAL OFFERS

FOR SALE
LIKE NEW - Sligh Grandfather
C l o c k , c h e r r y, C i r c a 1 9 9 7 .
$1500, Call 716.485.1386
North Shore Townhouse. Three
Bedroom, 2.5 bath, on tram
route. $290,000. Chautauqua
Area Real Estate, 716-3573566
Two St. Elmo efficiency units,
t h i r d f l o o r, s i d e b y s i d e .
Balconies overlooking brick
walk. Shown by appointment.
Chautauqua Area Real
Estate,716-357-3566.

2013 SEASON
JUDSON HOUSE: Available
weeks 4,5,6,9. Studio, 1 bedroom and 4 bedroom apartments available. All amenities,
pet friendly, one block from
amp. Reduced Rates. www.
thejudsonhouse.com 357-4736

2015 SEASON
COLLINGWOOD 11 FOSTER.
One,two, and three bedroom
apartments close to
Amphitheater and HOP. All
amenities. Call for prices and
appointments.
716-5704283
FIRST FLOOR Condo w/ covered porch, 1 block from Bestor,
2 blocks from Amp. and
Farmer’s Market. Modern, A/C,
W/D, D/W, WiFi, cable TV,
Jacuzzi, grill. Fully furnished
and secure, sleeps six, on tram
route. 814-833-7490
ST. ELMO large, first floor
1-bedroom with porch on Ames
side. Available 2015 Weeks 1-5
( $ 11 , 0 0 0 ) a n d W e e k s 8 - 9
($4,400). Call 216-926-3240 or
email cjh17@cox.net

ADAM Birkan | Daily File Photo

The Pender section prepares to watch a previous season’s Family Entertainment Series performance in the Amphitheater.

For Jim and Kathy Pender,
Chautauqua represents family, friends and fun.
Along with Kathy and
Jim, the Michael Pender Memorial Fund of the Cleveland Foundation is sponsoring the performance of
Galumpha at 7:30 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater.
The evening show is one
of two this season that the
Penders are supporting

through the Chautauqua Institution’s Family Entertainment Series.
The funds were established to continue the mission, interests and memory
of Kathy and Jim’s deceased
son, Michael. It is devoted
to helping families and children with special needs, as
Michael strived to do during
his life.
Michael passed away at
the age of 19, after 11 years
of struggling with complications resulting from an

Bank Lectureship
provides funding for
Strout program
The Helen S. and Merrill
L. Bank Lectureship provides funding for today’s
10:45 a.m. lecture with Elizabeth Strout.
Helen and Merrill Bank
first came to Chautauqua for
just one week. Their visits
began more than 45 years
ago when they came to play
golf and hear music. As time
went on, Helen and some of
her close friends began to
take greater advantage of the
programs that were offered.
For the last 20 years of Hel-

en’s life, her daughter would
join her at Chautauqua. Their
time together on the grounds
became a highly anticipated
annual event for them.
In 2012, The Helen S. and
Merrill L. Bank Lectureship
was established by their
daughter and grandson to
honor the memory of Helen
S. and Merrill L. Bank. This
lectureship helps to support
morning lectures on topics
regarding the environment
or the arts — areas that held
great interest for them.

accident when he was 8
years old.
“He never gave up his enthusiasm for life or his love
of others,” Kathy said.
Specifically, the Penders
enjoy sponsoring events concerning the performing arts.
“Michael loved Chautauqua and, in particular, music and theater,” Kathy said.
“Sponsoring the Family Entertainment Series is a natural and pleasurable thing for
us to do.”
In a long-standing tradi-

tion, the Penders have been
bringing their children to
Chautauqua since the 1960s.
With grandchildren now a
part of the equation, Kathy
and Jim usually fill four or
five rows in the Amphitheater during the performance.
This year, the couple will
also have 13 friends from
college joining them.
“Our hope is that this will
bring families together for an
enjoyable evening,” Kathy
said. “It is a celebration of
Michael’s joyful spirit.”

9
7
2

» on the grounds

bicycle safety rules
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operation condition and
		shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling 		
		device, a rear reflector and a headlight. Operators under 14
		years of age must wear a New York state-required helmet.
2. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths
		reserved for pedestrian use.
3. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and
		prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph.
4. Bicyclists shall always give the right of way to pedestrians.
5. In accord with New York state law, bicyclists shall observe
		all traffic signs and signals (for example, stop signs, oneway streets)
Parents must ensure
that their children ride
responsibly by enforcing the
rules and by setting a good
example.
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Penders continue FES generosity in 2014
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COMMUNITY

Zinman, with his series, celebrates a ‘golden age’ of film
MARK OPREA | Staff Writer

D

avid Zinman, film buff and
Chautauquan, has the coolest
basement on Palestine.

“It’s always cool here in
the condo,” he said. “It’s the
coolest lot in Chautauqua —
and also the oldest, too.”
Occupying every inch of
his basement storage room
are movie posters from another era, aligned flush on
each of the white brick walls.
Alfred Hitchcock’s “Rebecca” is Scotch-taped above
Woody Allen’s “Annie Hall.”
A 4-by-3-foot “Vertigo” sits
above his work space. Zinman points at the printout
below it.
“Have you seen this one?”
he said, pointing to “Casablanca.” “This right here. It’s
one of the greatest films of
all time.”
“Casablanca”
spawned
Zinman’s Classic Films Series back at its inception in
1983. At the time, 353 people
filled the seats of the Chautauqua Cinema. This summer, Zinman continues his
three-decade-long
series
with what he calls his “best
lineup yet.” He kicks it off
with Hitchcock’s “Vertigo”
at 5:30 p.m. today at the
Chautauqua Cinema.
Zinman has written three
books on the subject, the first
published in 1970, called
Fifty Classic Motion Pictures.
He gives one copy of the
book out after every movie
showing. His book details
Hollywood’s “golden age,”
films strictly from the ’30s
and ’40s, classics that “hold
up on re-screenings today.”
A classic, according to Zinman, simply sticks.
“There’s only a handful of
films that we can call clas-

sics,” he said. “Maybe 90 percent of films are dated, and
soon lost.”
Flicks like “The Maltese
Falcon,” another Zinman
favorite, stick because “they
are relevant today just as
they were in their day.”
The same goes for the
stars. The Marx brothers
had their “shtick,” Zinman said, their idiosyncrasies that brought them
from vaudeville to the silver
screen: Groucho’s drawnon mustache, Chico’s Italian accent, Harpo’s muted
nonsense. Clark Gable had
natural class, Mae West had
God-given wit — “When
I’m good, I’m very good; but
when I’m bad I’m better,”
Zinman quoted in Westian
imitation. These characters,
comedians, idols, he said,
are “classics that are timeless,” just like the films they
starred in.
Yet Zinman doesn’t claim
to be a pedant.
“I make no pretense about
being a movie scholar,” he
begins his book. “I am purely a movie bum.”
He’s worked mostly in
journalism, beginning as a
paper seller at The Chautauquan Daily, donning beige
knickers and argyle socks.
He’s written for the Associated Press, where he said he
“was taught how to write
quickly,” and on the medical
beat for Newsday. In his free
time, he wrote about film.
After retirement, he began
penning plays. Although
Zinman calls himself “aspiring” playwright, he’s had

KREABLE YOUNG | Staff Photographer

David Zinman has been hosting the Classic Film Series at the Chautauqua Cinema since 1983. In 1970, he published his first book, Fifty
Classic Motion Pictures, in which he wrote reviews of the movies and discusses their historical value.

a few of them read at Bratton Theater. One play, Love
Insurance, was a finalist at
the the 2012 Pittsburgh New
Works Festival.
Zinman said he owes his
playwriting talent to his
journalism.
“It comes from writing
feature articles, telling stories,” he said. “[Playwriting]

is an interesting art form in
which you can get instant
gratification from. You hear
your own words on stage,
your own voice.”
Although he holds a
strong passion for film, Zinman has never composed
a screenplay, and it doesn’t
seem to bother him. There’s
difficulty in getting a man-

There’s only a handful of films that we can call
classics. Maybe 90 percent of films are dated,
and soon lost."

—David Zinman

uscript produced and he
blames the market.
“It’s like landing a position on the Yankees,” he said.
Zinman is content with
his classics. Contemporary
film doesn’t pique his interest. Movies have different “capabilities” now than
those of “yesteryear,” he
said. Audiences today aren’t
“acclimated to the longer
scenes, the slower pace,”
preferring “short, quick dialogue” and special effects.
The slick-haired Leonardo
DiCaprio, he said, will never
be the same as dreamy-eyed
Clark Gable in “Gone With
the Wind.”
The Classic Film Series
that Zinman organizes an-

nually isn’t just for a scholarly love or a personal obsession (though in his younger
years, before the instantaneous nature of the Internet
and On-Demand, he would
wait up until 3 a.m. to watch
“Maltese” when it aired on
television).
Most of all, he said, the
overarching purpose of his
series is not the Hitchcockian
suspense found in “Vertigo”
or the Marx-brother antics in
“A Night of the Opera,” but
the fellow moviegoers surrounding him.
“When people are laughing around you, it adds to
the atmosphere,” he said.
“It’s a lot like a celebration.”
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Program

W
WEDNESDAY
JUNE 25

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.
7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart
Meditation: Spiritual Practices
of World Religions. Leader: Paul
Lukasik (Vipassana/Mindfulness
Meditation). Donation. Bring gate
pass. Main Gate Welcome Center
Conference Room
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd
8:00 Daily Word Meditation.
(Sponsored by Unity of
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the
Good Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion.
Hall of Missions Grove

9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. “Clarity
About Your Calling.” The Rev.
Joanna Moseley Adams, interim
senior pastor, First Presbyterian
Church, Atlanta. Amphitheater.
Please be seated by 9:30 a.m.
9:15 Scientific Circle Presentation.
(Programmed by the CLSC
Science Group.) “Helioseismology,
the study of solar wave
oscillations.” James LoPresto,
Edinboro University. Smith Wilkes
Hall
9:15 Jewish Discussions.
(Programmed by Chabad
Lubavitch of Chautauqua). “The
Art of Prayer.” Rabbi Zalman
Vilenkin. Literary Arts Center
Library
9:30 Chautauqua Institution
Trustees Porch Discussion.
“Strategic Planning: Where are We
Now?” Tom Becker, president,
Chautauqua Institution. Hultquist
Center porch

10:00 Voice Master Class. School of
Music. Marlena Malas. McKnight
Hall

A Brassy spotlight

Luke’s Gospel.” Rev. James M.
DiLuzio, Paulist Fathers Missionary,
New York City. Methodist House

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel

1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market.
Farmers Market

10:45 LECTURE. Roger Rosenblatt;

1:15 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

Elizabeth Strout, author, The
Burgess Boys. Amphitheater

1:30 (1:30-4:00) Canasta Play.
(Chautauqua Women’s Club).
Women’s Club house

12:00 Women in Ministry. Hall of
Missions

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.

12:10 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the
Good Shepherd

John Shelby Spong, retired
Episcopal Bishop of Newark. Hall of
Philosophy

12:15 Massey Organ Mini-Concert.
“Curtain Raisers and Signature
Tunes.” Jared Jacobsen,
organist. Amphitheater

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center

12:15 Brown Bag Book Review.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Literary and Scientific Circle
Alumni Association.) Don Rapp,
Flatland by Edwin A. Abbott.
Literary Arts Center porch

2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets
ledat Main Gate
nce Leave from Main
Welcome
CaCenter.)
Gate Welcome Center

3:30 CLSC AUTHOR PRESENTATION.

12:30 Burning Questions:
Conversations with APYA.
(Programmed by the Abrahamic
Program for Young Adults.) Smith
Wilkes Hall
1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market.
Farmers Market
1:15 CLSC Alumni Association
Docent Tours of Alumni Hall and
Pioneer Hall.

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
John Shelby Spong, retired
Episcopal Bishop of Newark. Hall
of Philosophy

Roger Rosenblatt, The Boy
Detective. Hall of Philosophy

Rachael Le Goubin | Staff Photographer

Canadian Brass tuba player Chuck Daellenbach takes center stage during a solo during the group’s
performance Monday evening in the Amphitheater. Daellenbach, the oldest member of Canadian
Brass, has been with the group since its start in 1970.
4:00 Guest Lecture. (School of Music.)
“Beethoven’s Piano Writing:
Notation, Instruments and
Expression.” Malcolm Bilson.
Fee. Sherwood-Marsh Studios

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from
Main Gate Welcome Center

4:15 Young Readers Program. The
Phantom Tollbooth by Norton
Juster. Illustrated by Jules
Feiffer. Meet at Strohl Art Center

2:15 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchaseetickets
ed at Main
c l
Can Center.) Leave from
Gate Welcome
Main Gate Welcome Center

4:15 Bat Chat. (Programmed by the
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden
Club.) Caroline Van Kirk Bissell.
Smith Wilkes Hall

3:30 (3:30-5) Jewish Film Series.
(Programmed by the Everett
Jewish Life Center.) “Nora’s Will.”
Everett Jewish Life Center

5:00 (5-7) Brick Walk Cafe Concerts.
Bill Ward & Amanda Barton.
Brick Walk Cafe

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from
Main Gate Welcome Center

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual
Living. (Programmed by Unity of
Chautauqua.) Bring gate pass.
Main Gate Welcome Center
Conference Room
6:45 Eventide Travelogue.
(Programmed by CLSC Alumni
Association.) “Tribal Traditions of
Papua New Guinea.” Sue Evans.
Donation. Hall of Christ
7:00 Christian Science Service.
Christian Science Chapel

7:00 (7-7:45) LGBT Metropolitan
Community Church Vespers
Service. UCC Chapel
7:30 FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
SERIES. Galumpha. (Community
Appreciation Night.) Amphitheater

Th
THURSDAY
JUNE 26

7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market.
7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation:
Spiritual Practices of World
Religions. Leader: Paul Lukasik
(Vipassana/Mindfulness Meditation.)
Donation. Bring gate pass. Main Gate
Welcome Center Conference Room
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd
8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Sponsored
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of
Missions
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion. Hall
of Missions Grove
9:00 Chautauqua Speaks. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club)
“Greetings and Updates.” Tom
Becker, president, Chautauqua
Institution. Women’s Club house

9:15 MORNING WORSHIP. “The In-Laws.”
The Rev. Joanna Moseley Adams,
Interim senior pastor, First Presbyterian
Church, Atlanta. Amphitheater. Please
be seated by 9:30 a.m.

9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed
by Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua).
“Medical Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman
Vilenkin. Literary Arts Center Library

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
4:00 Piano Guest Faculty Recital.
(School of Music.) “Fortepiano.”
Malcolm Bilson. Fee. (Benefits
the Chautauqua Women’s Club
Scholarship Fund.) Elizabeth S.
Lenna Hall

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel

4:15

10:45 LECTURE. Roger Rosenblatt;

5:00 Annual “Sponsor an Art Student”
Picnic. Chautauqua School of Art

Jules Feiffer, Pulitzer Prize-winning
cartoonist. Amphitheater
12:15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Writing
Awards. Jim Daniels, Carnegie
Mellon University; young Pittsburgh
writers on civil rights. Literary Arts
Center porch
12:15 Knitting. “Women4Women–
Knitting4Peace.” UCC Reformed
House Porch
12:15 Brown Bag. Chautauqua Theater
Company. Bratton Theater
12:15 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good
Shepherd
12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart
Meditation Seminar. “Loving
Spiritual Friendship.” Paul Lukasik
(Vipassana/Mindfulness Meditation.)
Donation. Hall of Missions
12:30 Canasta Instruction. (Chautauqua
Women’s Club). Women’s Club house
12:45 Catholic Community Seminar
Series. “Making Holy Choices with

Artsongs Recital. Chautauqua
Opera Young Artists #1. Hall of Christ

7:00 Devotional Services and
Programs. Denominational Houses
7:00 Pre-Performance Lecture.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Dance Circle.) Dance Faculty.
Hultquist Center Porch
7:15 (7:15–7:45) Mystic Heart
Meditation: Spiritual Practices
of World Religions. Leader: Carol
McKiernan (Centering Prayer).
Donation. Bring gate pass. Main Gate
Welcome Center Conference Room
7:00 PFLAG Chapter Meeting. “How Did
Chautauqua Come to Be The Place
Where GLBT People Are Welcome.”
Rev. Ross McKenzie. Unitarian
Universalist House patio

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA DANCE SALON.
Mark Diamond, associate
artistic director, Charlotte Ballet.
Amphitheater

