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Today’s WeaTher Thursday
HIgH 84° Low 70°
Rain: 30%

Sunset: 8:58 p.m.

Friday
HIgH 82° Low 64°
Rain: 0%

Sunrise: 5:48 a.m. Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

HIgH 88° Low 72°
Rain: 10%

Sunrise: 5:48 a.m. Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

Read morning and Interfaith lecture recaps the day before they’re published in the paper, only on the Daily’s website. www.chqdaily.com

Jessie Cadle
Staff Writer

Chautauqua’s Amphitheater will 
be oddly benchless this Independence 
Day. Instead of settling into seats, Amp 
program attendees tonight will swing 
across the dance floor to the music of the 
Ladies First Big Band.

Tunes such as “Sing Sing Sing” and 
“Jump Jive an’ Wail” will waft through-
out the Institution grounds as part of the 
Amphitheater Ball from 8 to 10 p.m. The 
music, provided by the 16 female mem-
bers of the Ladies First Big Band, will be 
a jazzy-swing style laden with big band 
classics from the 1930s and ’40s.

“So many events are segregated by 
age, but this breaks down the barriers,” 
said Director of Programming Marty 
Merkley. “The Amphitheater Ball is an 
event that brings the community — and 
all ages — together.”

Ladies First Big Band, based in West-
ern New York, touts members that range 
from their 20s to their 50s. It’s a con-
glomeration of women that started with 
a six-person group in the mid-1990s. 
Three of the original members remain, 
including founder, manager and bassist 
Jennifer May.

JessiCa White
Staff Writer

When Yehezkel Landau 
was 28 years old, his faith 
called him to pack his bags, 
leave his comfortable life 
in the U.S. and immigrate 
to Israel. 

Armed with a bachelor’s 
degree from Harvard Uni-
versity and a Master of 
Theological Studies from 
Harvard Divinity School, 
Landau set out to pursue 
a life of inter-religious 
peace-building. 

“As a person who was 
trying to live out my re-
ligious beliefs, I was ap-
palled at how religion be-
comes an instrument for 
a weapon,” Landau said. 
“My heart, spirit and con-
science were all called to 
contribute some positive 
healing.”

Landau, who became a 
dual American-Israeli citi-
zen, was executive director 
of the Oz veShalom-Netiv-
ot Shalom religious peace 
movement in Israel, from 
1982 to 1991.

leah harrison
Staff Writer

At approximately 10 a.m. 
today on the steps of the Col-
onnade, Children’s School 
will engage in historic local 
and national traditions.

After parading from the 
Children’s School to Bestor 
Plaza — a tradition dating 
back more than 50 years 
— children will sing patri-
otic songs, including Woody 
Guthrie’s “This Land is Your 
Land.” Guthrie’s famous 
1940 folk song originally 
spread and was popularized 
by children who learned it in 
school; when those children 
grew up, a nation knew and 
loved the song.

Music teacher Annie 
Palmquist prepares the chil-
dren for their performance 
and will accompany them 
on the guitar this morning.

In addition to Guthrie’s 
song, the children will sing 
“Yankee Doodle,” “Chil-
dren’s School Song,” “Yan-
kee Doodle Boy” and “Our 
Flag is Red.” Caroline Ack-
er and Jackson Kuhn will 

sing verse solos in “Yankee 
Doodle,” and the 6- and 
7-year-olds from Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club will sing their 
“Club Song.”

In years past, the children 
have marched to the Am-
phitheater to continue sing-
ing, but the extent of their 
performance this year will 
take place on Bestor Plaza.

The parade begins at 
9:45 a.m. from Children’s 
School, proceeds down 
Pratt and circles the plaza 
before settling on the Col-
onnade steps. A fire engine, 
the local community band 
and a decorated school bus 
will join the children. 

Earlier this week, Chil-
dren’s School prepared by 
learning songs and crafting 
colorful costumes, banners 
and decorated wagons for 
the parade. Another favored 
tradition this week is Tra-
menger Flagenger — a game 
in which groups of 5-year 
olds compete to find the 
most flags on the grounds.

Children’s School goes 
on parade to celebrate 
Independence Day

into the 
Fourth

Ladies First  
Big Band plays 
soundtrack for 
Amp Ball

DAILY FiLe PhoTo
Chautauquans of all ages turn out to dance the night away during the last Amphitheater Ball in 2009. 

Lehrer to relate experiences as ‘dean’ of presidential debate moderators

landau fights 
use of religion 
as weapon 
through truth, 
justice, peace

DAILY FiLe PhoTo
Children’s School students on parade near the Amphitheater in 2011. 
The 2012 parade route keeps the kids on Bestor Plaza at its conclusion.

landaU

lehrer

See AMP BALL, Page 4

See PARADE, Page 4

See LEHRER, Page 4

See LANDAU, Page 4

Grant enGle
Staff Writer

The 2012 presidential elec-
tion is on the horizon, and 
Chautauquans will have the 
opportunity to hear stories 
from one of the most prom-
inent presidential debate 
moderators in history.

Jim Lehrer, moderator of 
11 presidential debates, will 
share stories from the de-
bates and talk about the priv-
ilege of interviewing nearly 

every candidate for president 
and vice president during the 
past six elections.

Lehrer said he looks for-
ward to returning to Chau-
tauqua because speaking 
to an engaged audience is a 
speaker’s paradise.

“It’s a terrific physical en-
vironment and a terrific intel-
lectual environment,” Lehrer 
said. “There’s a great spirit of 
congeniality and willingness 
to listen and learn. It’s con-

ducive to enjoyment and en-
richment of the mind as well 
as the body.”

During the course of his 
50-year career as a journalist, 
Lehrer reached millions of 
news consumers. He covered 
the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy in 1963 for 
the Dallas Morning News and 
the Dallas Times-Herald. He is 
most well-known for anchor-
ing the many incarnations of 
PBS’s “NewsHour” from 1973 

to 2011.
Even with a lifetime of 

experience providing people 
with news, Lehrer said giv-
ing a lecture and engaging 
Chautauquans in conversa-
tion is not an easy task.

“The intimidating part 
about coming to Chautauqua 
is that the audience comes to 
play,” Lehrer said. “Anybody 
who has spoken in public 
knows that 90 percent of hav-
ing a good time, a nourishing 

time as a speaker, is about 
the audience. If the audience 
is with you, it’s paradise. If 
the audience is against you, 
it’s hell.”

Though engaging a group 
of intellectuals in the Am-
phitheater can be somewhat 
daunting, Lehrer said mod-
erating a presidential debate 
is an incredibly intense pres-
sure-cooker.

winging S

LAUREN ROCK | Staff Photographer
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“I have played throughout 
my career in a lot of different 
big bands, usually being the 
only female in the group,” 
May said. “So to have an all 
female group … there was 
just something about the 
chemistry.”

The Big Band collaborates 
with the Girl Scouts of West-
ern New York each year. Any 
Girl Scouts able to attend re-
hearsal can perform a song 
with them at the group’s 
annual Women’s History 
Month Concert, held at the 
Tralf Music Hall in Buffalo, 
N.Y. 

The all-girl atmosphere 
cultivates a comforting re-
hearsal space.

“Especially people who 
are new to the band and get-
ting used to playing jazz, 
it’s a non-threatening situ-
ation,” said Jennie Jones, 
music director and first alto 
saxophone.

The Chautauqua Amphi-
theater will be the band’s 
biggest performance venue 
to date. Performing on July 
4 holds special significance 
to May, who became a U.S. 
citizen in 2000 while touring 
with an R&B group at the De-
partment of Defense.

Originally from London, 
she has lived in the U.S. since 
age 4.

“To actually go through 
the formality of becom-
ing a U.S. citizen, I’m really 
thrilled to be playing on such 
a wonderful stage on such a 
patriotic night,” May said. 
“You’re celebrating such a 
great country, and helping 
people to celebrate — that 
feels good.”

May has played bass since 
age 20, when a neighbor 
asked her for a loan, giving 
her the bass as collateral. He 
never came back, and May 
has never looked back.

The bass is in her blood, as 
her mother played the stand-
ing bass while pregnant with 
her.

“Between myself, the 
drummer and the piano, we 
are the foundation and keep-
ing the rhythm,” May said.

It’s the quick pace of the 
Big Band that drives the en-
semble’s dance numbers.

“The whole becomes 
greater than the sum of its 
parts,” Jones said of the en-
semble’s sound.

Playing on the stage just 
two days before Diana Krall, 
the Ladies First Big Band 
sees the performance as a 
great opportunity, May said.

“To be on that stage pro-
viding the music for people 
to dance to and to have a 
great night with is quite a 
unique opportunity, and 
we’re really, really looking 
forward to it,” she said.

In 1991, he left a secure 
lifestyle once again, resign-
ing from his job to found 
the Open House Center for 
Jewish-Arab Coexistence in 
Ramle, Israel. The center, 
a space shared by Israelis 
and Palestinians, serves as 
a laboratory for reconcilia-
tion through summer peace 
camps, coexistence train-
ing for educators, leadership 
training for teenagers and 
more.

After 24 years in Israel, 
Landau returned to the U.S. 
in 2002 to join the faculty 
at Hartford Seminary. As a 
teacher of interfaith relations, 
Landau instills his life-long 
dedication to peacemaking 
in a new generation of stu-
dents.

In his first lecture at Chau-
tauqua, Landau will speak 
about societal wounds in 
the U.S. and Israel and how 
to heal them. The lecture 
is titled “Truth, Justice and 
Peace: Foundations for a 

Healthy Society,” and will 
take place at 2 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy.

These three virtues — 
truth, justice and peace — 
come from Zechariah 8:16, 
Landau said. 

“Because the prophet ex-
presses (the virtues) in that 
order — truth, then justice, 
then peace — I believe that 
is a fundamental chain of 
healing,” he said. “You have 
to tell the truth in order to 
create conditions of justice 
where people’s truths are 
mutually accommodated, 
and then that is the require-
ment for peace.”

Landau said he thinks 
both the U.S. and Israel are 
afflicted with political pa-
thologies that can be rem-
edied through spirituality, 
but instead, religion is often 
used as a wedge issue to di-
vide people.

“Calling the president 
a secret Muslim, for exam-
ple, is just manipulation of 
people’s fears,” he said. “So 
the leaders of our religious 
communities have to coun-

ter that with accurate infor-
mation about our traditions 
and serve as role models for 
cooperation. We have to cre-
ate alliances across religious 
differences for the good of 
everyone.”

Though he recognizes the 
importance of church-state 
separation, Landau said it 
is essential for people in the 
U.S. to find ways to compro-
mise over issues of belief — 
religious or nonreligious. 

“Our political culture is 
so polarized now, and no 
one seems to want to give 
ground,” he said. “Compro-
mise is not a sign of weak-
ness; it’s a sign of wisdom 
so that the greater good is 
served. That’s what democra-
cy is about: finding common 
ground.” 

When Landau began his 
peace-building work half a 
lifetime ago, he said he was 
doing it for the sake of his 
grandchildren — so they 
could grow up in a health-
ier, more peaceful society, 
whether in the U.S. or in Is-
rael. Now, he said his great-

est success goes beyond 
teaching and lecturing, as he 
builds communities based 
on the principles he teaches. 
Landau doesn’t expect his 
work to ever be finished, but 
he said Chautauqua is a per-
fect place to continue. 

“I know how special of a 
place (Chautauqua) is, and so 
it’s an honor to be invited to 
give a talk, especially on the 
Fourth of July,” he said. “It’s 
really a wonderful oppor-
tunity to share my concerns 
with a wider public, and 
these are the things that mo-
tivate my work.”

Wherever he travels, Lan-
dau said he remembers to 
think globally.

“The whole world is in-
terconnected — not just 
economically, but spiritu-
ally, culturally, humanly,” he 
said. “Somebody coined the 
phrase ‘think globally, act lo-
cally,’ so that’s what I’ve been 
doing my whole adult life 
wherever I’ve lived. I think 
there are global implications 
of the local peace building 
that I’m doing.” 

“Everything about it is 
intimidating,” Lehrer said. 
“There’s no such thing as a 
non-intimidating situation 
in a presidential debate. If I 
make a mistake in a presi-
dential debate it could affect 
the outcome of an election.”

Lehrer said he spent 
countless hours preparing 
for each debate, and he man-
aged to never be completely 
caught off guard with a can-
didate’s answer — “doing 
his homework” is an integral 
part of the responsibility. 

The Wichita, Kan., native 
has become synonymous 
with the debates, and his 
peers have also taken notice. 
CNN’s Bernard Shaw nick-
named Lehrer the “dean of 
moderators,” as Lehrer has 

moderated 11 presidential 
debates in the last 24 years 
— more than any other jour-
nalist in that time.

Sherra Babcock, director 
of the Department of Educa-
tion, said Lehrer’s return to 
the Institution for the Week 
Two morning lecture series 
was a natural choice in an 
election year.

“We invited Jim Lehrer 
back to return to Chautau-
qua because we believe that 
he was the most trusted 
anchor in television news,” 
Babcock said. “His 20-year 
experience moderating 
more presidential debates 
than anyone provided the 
gravitas to lead a week on 
‘What Informed Voters 
Need to Know.’ “

The Week Two lecture 
theme, “The Lehrer Report: 
What Informed Voters Need 
to Know,” will continue 
Thursday with Lehrer and 
Ralph Cicerone, president 
of the National Academy of 
Sciences. Lehrer will wrap 
up the week by moderating 
a discussion between Wash-
ington Post columnist Mi-
chael Gerson and Creators 
Syndicate columnist Mark 
Shields.

They also read stories 
about the Fourth of July and 
talk about celebrations, in-
cluding Henry’s Fourth of July, 
We Go Together and Hats Off 
for the Fourth of July.

“At age 3, you may not be 
connecting with American In-
dependence,” said Kit Trapas-
so, Children’s School director, 
“but at least you’re getting an 
idea of why we celebrate the 
Fourth of July. We teach chil-
dren about celebrations and 
family and why we do things 
together on this day.” 

Several years ago, Weeks 
Three and Four had the larg-
est Children’s School enroll-
ment. But for approximately 
the last decade, Week 2 has 
replaced them. Families en-
joy the national holiday to-
gether, while giving their 
children an opportunity to 
celebrate center stage.

PARADE
FROM PAGE 1

See ORgANist, Page 4

LEHRER
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AMP BALL
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Bike safety tips

In accord with New 
York law, bicyclists 
shall observe all traffic 
signs and signals, 
including stop signs 
and one-way streets.

GreG FuNKa | Staff Photographer
Children’s School students 

line the Colonnade steps to 
sing patriotic songs to an 

adoring audience in 2011.

FoUrth oF JUly 
speCial eVents
Children’s school parade 
10 a.m. · Bestor Plaza

Community Band Concert 
12:15 p.m. · Bestor Plaza

National Bell Ringing Ceremony 
“Let Freedom Ring” 
2 p.m. · Miller Bell Tower

Miller Bell tower Concert 
10 p.m. · Miller Bell Tower

Mayville Fireworks 
10 p.m. · visible from parts of 
Chautauqua’s northern shore

Midway Park Fireworks 
10:15 p.m. · visible from 
Chautauqua’s southern shore
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Amphitheater rehabilitation public discussion
Chautauqua Institution has completed a schematic design 
for the rehabilitation of the Amphitheater. To keep commu-
nity members informed on the progress of the project, pub-
lic information sessions will be held at 4:30 p.m. Thursdays 
at the Amphitheater. Members of the design team will de-
scribe the preliminary design, answer questions and pro-
vide an opportunity for public comment.

Artists at the Market
Artists at the Market is open 1–4 p.m. at the Farmers Mar-
ket. Artists change daily and weekly.

Science at Chautauqua presentation
neuroscientist Joseph Perkell will present “Mechanisms in 
speech Communication: Transmission of Linguistic Mes-
sages by sound” at 9 a.m. today in the Hall of Christ.

CLSC Class of 2012
The CLsC Class of 2012 will meet from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. to-
day in Alumni Hall to make plans for the Aug. 8 graduation.

Chautauqua Dialogues sign-ups
The Chautauqua Dialogues program will hold sign-ups from 
3:30 to 5 p.m. today and Thursday in the Hall of Philosophy. 
The program is sponsored by the Department of Religion 
and is held every Friday to discuss the week’s 2 p.m. lecture 
theme. Direct questions to Roger Doebke at 716-451-4007.

Everett Jewish Life Center movie
The eJLCC presents “The Debt” at 3:30 p.m. today. no 
one under 18 will be admitted to the film. Contact Shel 
seligsohn at 716-357-5900 with questions.

BTG Bat Chat
nature guide Caroline Van Kirk Bissell hosts a weekly Bat 
Chat at 4:15 p.m. today in smith Wilkes Hall. sponsored by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.

Round-robin tennis and luncheon
Chautauqua Tennis Center offers its annual women’s round 
robin tennis and luncheon event 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Thursday. 
Call 716-357-6276 for details or sign up at the tennis center.

Opera trunk show and sale
sandy D’Andrade’s 10th annual trunk show and sale ben-
efitting Chautauqua Opera Company’s Young Artists Pro-
gram will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today at the Main 
Gate Welcome Center. Bring your gate pass.

Chautauqua Women’s Club annual flea market
CWC will hold its 46th annual flea market starting at 9 a.m. 
saturday behind the Colonnade.

CSO musicians’ Open Recital
The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra plays its open recital 
in elizabeth s. Lenna Hall at 4 p.m. Friday. sponsored by 
symphony Partners.

College Club Open Mic
Open Mics are every Wednesday from 9 p.m. to midnight 
in the Pier Building. sign up on the College Club’s Facebook 
page or in person. 

Half-price ‘The Philadelphia Story’ tickets
Chautauqua Theater Company offers half-price tickets for 
those 16 and younger for the 4 p.m. shows held today and 
Wednesday as available. The tickets must be ordered via 
phone or at the ticket office.

Women in Ministry
Today’s Women in Ministry program is canceled due to the 
celebration on Bestor Plaza. The next program is 12 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 11.

School of Music Voice Program presentation
The school of Music Voice Program presents “A Celebra-
tion of the American Artsong” at 7:30–9:30 p.m. tonight at 
McKnight Hall.

Opera Guild offers pre-opera events
This Saturday, the Opera Guild offers two events prior to 
Chautauqua Opera’s production of Lucia di Lammermoor. At 
5:30 p.m. in smith Wilkes Hall, the opera’s General and Artis-
tic Director Jay Lesenger will give a talk—an Operalogue—
on this production. At 6:30 p.m., Intermezzo (the restaurant 
on the lower level of st. elmo Hotel) hosts a dinner buffet 
for $25 per person. This is a pre-paid, reservation-only event 
with limited seating. Reservations will be taken through Fri-
day and can be made by calling (716) 357-2058. Five dollars 
from each reservation will go to the Opera Guild.

News from arouNd the grouNds

Briefly
KELSEy BuRRiTT
Staff Writer

Red, white and blue will 
be the colors of choice today, 
but at 12:15 p.m. on Bestor 
Plaza, a particular shade of 
light blue will stand out.

The Chautauqua Com-
munity Band, all donning 
light blue Community Band 
shirts, will come together to 
play the 22nd Annual Inde-
pendence Day concert.

Bestor Plaza will be cov-
ered with blankets and lawn 
chairs, packed with families 
enjoying a Fourth of July pic-
nic lunch. The audience will 
watch family, friends and 
neighbors participate in the 
Children’s school parade, 
followed by the Community 
Band’s concert. The concert 
is a mix of familiar, Ameri-
cana classics and traditional 
sing-alongs.

“The Community Band 
is the only place where any-
one who plays an instrument 
can participate,” said band 
director and founder Jason 
Weintraub, also english horn 
player for the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra. “It is a 
true community band.”

There will be plenty of 
families on the Bestor Plaza 
lawn, but there will also be 
several in the band. One is 
Weintraub’s own family, 
with his wife, nancy, in the 
percussion section and son 
Benny in the clarinet section. 
Benny has played in the band 
since its inception.

“I always look forward to 
July Fourth,” Benny Wein-
traub said of the lawn concert. 
“It’s part of the spirit, right?”

The Community Band 
plays two concerts each sea-
son, the Independence Day 

concert and another for Old 
First night. The band has 
only one rehearsal before 
each conc 0ert.

The Independence Day 
concert is an hourlong con-
cert featuring classic John 
Philip sousa marches, ending 
with a traditional sing-along. 
The audience on the lawn can 
join in for songs such as “The 
Good Old Summertime” and 
“God Bless America.”

“They know the songs 
to sing, and they know the 
songs to whistle,” Weintraub 
said. “This is Chautauqua — 
they sing everywhere.”

There is no typical band 
member. some are as young 
as 11, and there is no age lim-
it. They arrive, instruments 
in hand, from all around 
Chautauqua. some are mem-
bers of the CSO playing dif-
ferent instruments, some are 
music students in the school 
of Music, and some are peo-

ple from Westfield, Mayville 
and Jamestown.

Band clarinetist Hal Rei-
senfeld began playing a few 
years ago after his friend and 
fellow clarinetist Dick Bux-
baum convinced him to start. 
Buxbaum has been in the 
band for the past 10 years.

Jan eberle, principal oboist 
for the CSO, plays piccolo in 
the Community Band. Kath-
erine Borst Jones, professor of 
flute at Ohio State University, 
also plays in the band.

One flutist is a longtime 

Chautauquan who just joined 
the band for her first year. 
Although she had come to 
Chautauqua for many years, 
the weeks had never lined up 
for her to play with the band. 
Already making friends, she 
looks forward to the concert 
for her kids.

“They are going to be so 
excited,” she said. “One is in 
Children’s school and one in 
Group One, so they are going 
to be singing on those steps, 
and we’re going to have a 
great day.”

adam birkan | Staff Photographer

the Chautauqua Community Band practices in the amphitheater earlier in the week. 

Community Band reunites for 
Independence day concert

#CHQ2012
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C O M M U N I T Y

Sydney MalteSe
Staff Writer

Debra Wood and Jeanna 
French come to Chautauqua 
every summer. They listen to 
lectures, enjoy performances, 
make use of the recreational 
opportunities. Then, they go 
off to change the world. Or at 
least, that’s what happened 
last summer.

Wood, a fourth-gener-
ation Chautauquan and 
Chautauqua Fund volun-
teer, grew up in Pittsburgh 
and retired from teach-
ing after a 25-year career. 
French, a businesswoman 
from Wisconsin, has been 
coming to Chautauqua for 
seven years with Wood. 
When not in Chautauqua, 
the two spend their time in 
Arizona, or they might be 
found around the world.

When French and Wood 
heard about the 2010 earth-
quake in Haiti, they im-
mediately contacted Habi-
tat for Humanity. While at 
Chautauqua last summer, 
French received an email 
that she and Wood would 
be able to attend a blitz-
build on a site endorsed 
by President Jimmy Cart-
er, who would accompany 
them on the trip. From that 
moment on, Haiti seemed to 
call them.

At Chautauqua they 
met some people who also 
planned to go to, or had al-
ready visited, Haiti. Those 
people gave the pair insight 
on what to expect. 

The decision to go to Haiti 
was prompted by ideas and 
discussions that can only 
arise in an environment as 
socially conscious as Chau-
tauqua.

They selected Habitat for 
Humanity as their vehicle 
because French worked 
with the organization for 
a time in Mississippi, and 
felt that Habitat was well-
organized and conscious 
of community integration. 
Haiti would prove very dif-
ferent from her Mississippi 
experience.

“In some ways, Haiti 
seems so far away. But physi-
cally, Haiti is not that far 
away,” French said. “It’s eco-
nomically, culturally, they’re 
just so far away.”

The proximity only added 
to the shock after their ar-
rival. Struck first by the smell 
from a lack of sanitation re-
sources, the two women were 
equally stunned by the tem-
porary tents in which many 
Haitians sought refuge after 

the devastation. Few were 
able to rebuild in the years 
that followed the disaster.

“Everyone you talk to lost 
a child or a husband or a par-
ent,” French said. “And then 
they’re stuck in those hor-
rible conditions, to try and 
live every day. For us, losing 
a child or losing a spouse — 
in good conditions — it’s hor-
rendous.”

Five days of manual labor 
in extreme heat and humid-
ity allowed French and Wood 
to understand just how mis-
erable tent-city life could be. 
They spent their nights in 
volunteer tents, unable to 
sleep, though exhausted, be-
cause of the heat.

Despite the challeng-
ing conditions, 500 Haitian 
families were able to claim 
homes as their own at the 
end of the 2011 Jimmy and 
Rosalynn Carter Work Proj-
ect, which the former presi-
dent and first lady them-
selves worked on, alongside 
French and Wood. The 
Haitians worked with the 
volunteers, investing what 
Habitat refers to as “sweat 
equity” hours, or paying 
a small mortgage if they 
could afford it.

“You feel as though it’s 

just not a very long time to 
give to a group that needs so 
much. And they’re willing 
to help themselves,” French 
said. “They’re pounding 
nails with us, and they’re 
putting in a lot of effort. They 
just need a little help, and 
they take it a long way.”

In an Eventide presen-
tation sponsored by the 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Alumni As-
sociation last Wednesday 
night in the Hall of Christ, 
Wood talked about the Haiti 
experience and showed pho-
tos of the people who lived 
in the homes she and French 
helped build.

“Even through all the 
things that their country has 
gone through, these people 
believe in hope. Their spirit 
is really incredible,” Wood 
said.

By sharing their story 
at the Hall of Christ, the 
women hope to inspire other 
Chautauquans and to spark a 
discussion on Haitian issues.

French and Wood are 
most passionate about em-
powering women and pro-
viding quality education, 
and they try to contribute to 
both causes in any country 
they visit.

After traveling in Peru, 
the two donated to an NGO 
that served the country’s 
Q’ero indigenous people, 
who feared their culture 
was disappearing as chil-
dren left the village to at-
tend school in urban areas. 
The pair provided desks, 
books and other supplies 
for a school in the village 
they had heard about. By 
spring, the school was up 
and running.

“And there, you make a 
difference in a whole vil-
lage. And that was just be-
cause we were on a trip and 
we decide to help,” Wood 
said.

“So easily it could have 

been us living in the moun-
tains of Peru and looking for 
someone just to help a little 
bit,” French said.

Both women are excited 
for the Week Three theme, 
“Inspire. Commit. Act.”

“That is what we have 
been trying to do,” Wood 
said. “Just go where our pas-
sions lead us and do some-
thing. Something’s better 
than nothing.”

The two are planning a 
trip to a Habitat for Human-
ity Global Village volun-
teer site in a place to be an-
nounced.

“People in the United 
States could change people’s 
lives dramatically with so 
little resources, such a little 
amount of effort, just because 
we have so much,” Wood 
said.

“We’re just trying to help 
communities create some 
momentum. Because when 
people feel like they have 
some control and some own-
ership, it gives them a little 
bit of power in their situa-
tion,” French said.

French and Wood encour-
age their friends who visit 
Chautauqua to question and 
discuss all they learn and to 
take the next steps. Chautau-
qua, they say, provides the 
perfect forum for these con-
versations.

“You look all over the 
world, and that’s when it gets 
overwhelming. … In all this 
stuff, where do you want to 
go to make a difference?” 
Wood said.

French and Wood want to 
continue discussing their ex-
periences with other Chau-
tauquans, and encouraging 
others to follow their pas-
sions.

“It does make a little drop 
in the bucket. For me, I want 
to keep making drops in the 
bucket, just to do it. Because 
we can.”

Chautauquans go forth to inspire, commit, act

PROVIDED BY DEBRA WOOD

Debra Wood and Jeanna French

lori HuMpHreyS
Staff Writer

Judy Miller describes 
herself as an advocate of 
women’s rights and pro-
motes women in politics.

Miller is the Conrad N. 
Hilton Foundation vice 
president and director 
of the Conrad N. Hamil-
ton Humanitarian Prize. 
In particular, she focuses 
on empowering women 
crushed by poverty in the 
developing world. Her lec-
ture, “How Women Can 
Change the World,” is part 
of the Chautauqua Speaks 
program Thursday at 9:15 
a.m. in the Chautauqua 
Women’s Clubhouse.

“The countries which do 
not empower women are 
falling behind,” Miller said.

Miller will remind the 
audience that it is women 
in developing countries 
who are those societies’ 
spines. The Conrad N. Hil-
ton Humanitarian Prize 
has supported internation-
al nonprofit organizations 
that help women, such as 
HelpAge International, a 
champion of older peo-
ples’ rights. 

“One of the best ways 
to help is identifying orga-
nizations which are mak-
ing a difference,” she said. 
“And then support them.”

One organization is 
Tostan, which won the 
2007 Hilton Humanitar-
ian Prize. Tostan means 
“breakthrough” in the 
West African language 
Wolof. Its mission is to 
engage communities by 
helping them to improve 
health, education and eco-
nomic development. 

For Miller, Tostan is not 

just an example of what 
women can do to save the 
world. In this case, it’s 
what one woman has done 
to save the world. In 1974, 
American Molly Melching 
went to Senegal as an ex-
change student, stayed, and 
in 1991, founded Tostan.

Miller is convinced 
that a single person, such 
as Mollly Melching, can 
make a difference. 

“It comes down to one 
person,” Miller said.

Miller has visited Chau-
tauqua for the past 15 
years. This season, she is 
bringing family members 
to the grounds.. Her long 
career in advertising, pub-
lic relations, politics and 
government affairs is how 
she has walked her walk. 
In 1975, Miller was the 
first woman to work open-
ly with men in Saudi Ara-
bia, and she was the first 
woman executive at the 
Japanese company Sunto-
ry Holdings Limited. She 
served eight years as com-
missioner of the Los Ange-
les Department of Water 
and Power. 

Miller to recount efforts 
on behalf of women for 
Chautauqua Speaks

Miller
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“I have played throughout 
my career in a lot of different 
big bands, usually being the 
only female in the group,” 
may said. “So to have an all 
female group … there was 
just something about the 
chemistry.”

The Big Band collaborates 
with the girl Scouts of West-
ern new York each year. any 
girl Scouts able to attend re-
hearsal can perform a song 
with them at the group’s 
annual Women’s History 
month Concert, held at the 
Tralf music Hall in Buffalo, 
n.Y. 

The all-girl atmosphere 
cultivates a comforting re-
hearsal space.

“especially people who 
are new to the band and get-
ting	 used	 to	 playing	 jazz,	
it’s a non-threatening situ-
ation,” said Jennie Jones, 
music	director	and	first	 alto	
saxophone.

The Chautauqua amphi-
theater will be the band’s 
biggest performance venue 
to date. Performing on July 
4	 holds	 special	 significance	
to may, who became a U.S. 
citizen	in	2000	while	touring	
with an r&B group at the De-
partment of Defense.

originally from London, 
she has lived in the U.S. since 
age 4.

“To actually go through 
the formality of becom-
ing	 a	 U.S.	 citizen,	 I’m	 really	
thrilled to be playing on such 
a wonderful stage on such a 
patriotic night,” may said. 
“You’re celebrating such a 
great country, and helping 
people to celebrate — that 
feels good.”

may has played bass since 
age 20, when a neighbor 
asked her for a loan, giving 
her the bass as collateral. He 
never came back, and may 
has never looked back.

The bass is in her blood, as 
her mother played the stand-
ing bass while pregnant with 
her.

“Between myself, the 
drummer and the piano, we 
are the foundation and keep-
ing the rhythm,” may said.

It’s the quick pace of the 
Big Band that drives the en-
semble’s dance numbers.

“The whole becomes 
greater than the sum of its 
parts,” Jones said of the en-
semble’s sound.

Playing on the stage just 
two days before Diana Krall, 
the Ladies first Big Band 
sees the performance as a 
great opportunity, may said.

“To be on that stage pro-
viding the music for people 
to dance to and to have a 
great night with is quite a 
unique opportunity, and 
we’re really, really looking 
forward to it,” she said.

In 1991, he left a secure 
lifestyle once again, resign-
ing from his job to found 
the open House Center for 
Jewish-arab Coexistence in 
ramle, Israel. The center, 
a space shared by Israelis 
and Palestinians, serves as 
a laboratory for reconcilia-
tion through summer peace 
camps, coexistence train-
ing for educators, leadership 
training for teenagers and 
more.

after 24 years in Israel, 
Landau returned to the U.S. 
in 2002 to join the faculty 
at Hartford Seminary. as a 
teacher of interfaith relations, 
Landau instills his life-long 
dedication to peacemaking 
in a new generation of stu-
dents.
In	his	first	lecture	at	Chau-

tauqua, Landau will speak 
about societal wounds in 
the U.S. and Israel and how 
to heal them. The lecture 
is titled “Truth, Justice and 
Peace: foundations for a 

Healthy Society,” and will 
take place at 2 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy.

These three virtues — 
truth, justice and peace — 
come from Zechariah 8:16, 
Landau said. 

“Because the prophet ex-
presses (the virtues) in that 
order — truth, then justice, 
then peace — I believe that 
is a fundamental chain of 
healing,” he said. “You have 
to tell the truth in order to 
create conditions of justice 
where people’s truths are 
mutually accommodated, 
and then that is the require-
ment for peace.”

Landau said he thinks 
both the U.S. and Israel are 
afflicted	 with	 political	 pa-
thologies that can be rem-
edied through spirituality, 
but instead, religion is often 
used as a wedge issue to di-
vide people.

“Calling the president 
a secret muslim, for exam-
ple, is just manipulation of 
people’s fears,” he said. “So 
the leaders of our religious 
communities have to coun-

ter that with accurate infor-
mation about our traditions 
and serve as role models for 
cooperation. We have to cre-
ate alliances across religious 
differences for the good of 
everyone.”
Though	he	recognizes	the	

importance of church-state 
separation, Landau said it 
is essential for people in the 
U.S.	to	find	ways	to	compro-
mise over issues of belief — 
religious or nonreligious. 

“our political culture is 
so	 polarized	 now,	 and	 no	
one seems to want to give 
ground,” he said. “Compro-
mise is not a sign of weak-
ness; it’s a sign of wisdom 
so that the greater good is 
served. That’s what democra-
cy	is	about:	finding	common	
ground.” 

When Landau began his 
peace-building work half a 
lifetime ago, he said he was 
doing it for the sake of his 
grandchildren — so they 
could grow up in a health-
ier, more peaceful society, 
whether in the U.S. or in Is-
rael. now, he said his great-

est success goes beyond 
teaching and lecturing, as he 
builds communities based 
on the principles he teaches. 
Landau doesn’t expect his 
work	to	ever	be	finished,	but	
he said Chautauqua is a per-
fect place to continue. 

“I know how special of a 
place (Chautauqua) is, and so 
it’s an honor to be invited to 
give a talk, especially on the 
fourth of July,” he said. “It’s 
really a wonderful oppor-
tunity to share my concerns 
with a wider public, and 
these are the things that mo-
tivate my work.”

Wherever he travels, Lan-
dau said he remembers to 
think globally.

“The whole world is in-
terconnected — not just 
economically, but spiritu-
ally, culturally, humanly,” he 
said. “Somebody coined the 
phrase ‘think globally, act lo-
cally,’ so that’s what I’ve been 
doing my whole adult life 
wherever I’ve lived. I think 
there are global implications 
of the local peace building 
that I’m doing.” 

“everything about it is 
intimidating,” Lehrer said. 
“There’s no such thing as a 
non-intimidating situation 
in a presidential debate. If I 
make a mistake in a presi-
dential debate it could affect 
the outcome of an election.”

Lehrer said he spent 
countless hours preparing 
for each debate, and he man-
aged to never be completely 
caught off guard with a can-
didate’s answer — “doing 
his homework” is an integral 
part of the responsibility. 

The Wichita, Kan., native 
has become synonymous 
with the debates, and his 
peers have also taken notice. 
Cnn’s Bernard Shaw nick-
named Lehrer the “dean of 
moderators,” as Lehrer has 

moderated 11 presidential 
debates in the last 24 years 
— more than any other jour-
nalist in that time.

Sherra Babcock, director 
of the Department of educa-
tion, said Lehrer’s return to 
the Institution for the Week 
Two morning lecture series 
was a natural choice in an 
election year.

“We invited Jim Lehrer 
back to return to Chautau-
qua because we believe that 
he was the most trusted 
anchor in television news,” 
Babcock said. “His 20-year 
experience moderating 
more presidential debates 
than anyone provided the 
gravitas to lead a week on 
‘What Informed Voters 
need to Know.’ “

The Week Two lecture 
theme, “The Lehrer report: 
What Informed Voters need 
to Know,” will continue 
Thursday with Lehrer and 
ralph Cicerone, president 
of the national academy of 
Sciences. Lehrer will wrap 
up the week by moderating 
a discussion between Wash-
ington Post columnist mi-
chael gerson and Creators 
Syndicate columnist mark 
Shields.

They also read stories 
about the fourth of July and 
talk about celebrations, in-
cluding Henry’s Fourth of July, 
We Go Together and Hats Off 
for the Fourth of July.

“at age 3, you may not be 
connecting with american In-
dependence,” said Kit Trapas-
so, Children’s School director, 
“but at least you’re getting an 
idea of why we celebrate the 
fourth of July. We teach chil-
dren about celebrations and 
family and why we do things 
together on this day.” 

Several years ago, Weeks 
Three and four had the larg-
est Children’s School enroll-
ment. But for approximately 
the last decade, Week 2 has 
replaced them. families en-
joy the national holiday to-
gether, while giving their 
children an opportunity to 
celebrate center stage.

PARADE
from Page 1

See ORgAnist, Page 4

LEhRER
from Page 1

AMP BALL
from Page 1

LAnDAU
from Page 1

Bike safety tips

In accord with New 
York law, bicyclists 
shall observe all traffic 
signs and signals, 
including stop signs 
and one-way streets.

GREG FUNKA | Staff Photographer
Children’s School students 

line the Colonnade steps to 
sing patriotic songs to an 

adoring audience in 2011.

Fourth oF July 
Special eVeNtS
Children’s school parade 
10 a.m. · Bestor Plaza

Community Band Concert 
12:15 p.m. · Bestor Plaza

national Bell Ringing Ceremony 
“Let Freedom Ring” 
2 p.m. · Miller Bell Tower

Miller Bell tower Concert 
10 p.m. · Miller Bell Tower

Mayville Fireworks 
10 p.m. · visible from parts of 
Chautauqua’s northern shore

Midway Park Fireworks 
10:15 p.m. · visible from 
Chautauqua’s southern shore
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Kelsey Burritt
Staff Writer

members of the chautau-
qua symphony Orchestra 
lead normal lives as part of 
the fabric of the chautau-
qua community — when 
they aren’t performing three 
times a week.

They attend morning lec-
tures, take walks by the lake 
and their kids even attend 
Boys’ and Girls’ club.

The symphony Partners 
will host a meet the Prin-
cipals Reception, a special 
event to meet the fellow mem-
bers of the community, at 5-7 
p.m. next Wednesday, July 11, 
at the chautauqua Golf club. 

The reception is a chance for 
devoted fans and audience 
members to meet the musi-
cians, ask questions and con-
nect names on the program 
with faces on the stage.

It is the first time Sympho-
ny Partners will sponsor this 
specific reception, in addition 
to their regular Brown Bag 
and post-concert meet the 
musician gatherings on the 
Amphitheater back porch.

symphony Partners is a 
support organization for the 
csO whose goal is to connect 
members of the orchestra with 
their audience. The group was 
established in 2006, when mu-
sicians began to move off the 
grounds and felt that a certain 

connection was lost with the 
community. Out of 74 orches-
tra members, now only three 
or four live on the grounds, 
said Nancy Weintraub, mem-
ber of the board of directors 
and previous president of 
symphony Partners.

“Their contact with the au-
dience is much more limited 
than it used to be,” Wein-
traub said. “We wanted peo-
ple to be able to talk to each 
other. it’s getting the people 
together — the audience and 
the musicians.”

President Robin Robbins 
said it is the most fun way to 
interact with the musicians, 
and the event offers a certain 
comfort and leisure that oth-

er symphony Partners events 
do not offer.

The long list of musicians 
attending the reception in-
cludes Associate concert-
master Vahn Armstrong 
and principal tuba player 
Frederick Boyd. Longtime 
guest conductor Grant coo-
per, who will conduct the 
csO and the North carolina 
Dance Theatre on July 10, 
will also attend.

“Live performance is 
all about the connection 
with the audience. it really 
doesn’t exist without that. 
it’s sort of the point of the 
whole thing,” said Arm-
strong, who has played with 
the csO for 19 years. “We 

really get to know people in 
our audience, and that’s the 
great thing about it.”

Principal timpanist stuart 
chafetz, who has also guest 
conducted with the orches-
tra on various occasions, also 
agrees to the importance of 
the audience connection.

“it’s really perfect for the 
chautauqua community, 
because it’s all about con-
versation,” chafetz said. 
“To be able to actually in-
teract one-on-one with the 
musicians and the audience 
always makes the experi-
ence for both the performer 
and the audience member a 
special thing.”

The reception is only open 

to symphony Partners mem-
bers and costs $15 for a buffet 
and a variety of wines. mem-
bers must sign up for the event 
ahead of time to attend. Forms 
can be found in the colon-
nade, smith memorial Library, 
the post office and other loca-
tions around the grounds.

membership forms to join 
symphony Partners are also 
available in various locations 
around the grounds. There 
will be chances to sign up 
in person at the chautauqua 
community Band indepen-
dence Day concert at 12:15 
p.m. today in Bestor Plaza 
and at the csO musicians’ 
Open Recital at 4 p.m. Friday 
in Elizabeth s. Lenna Hall.

Symphony Partners offers chance to meet CSO principals

yemi Falodun
Staff Writer

A doctor saying, “Open 
wide and say, ‘Ah …’ ” can be 
unsettling to an ailing singer.

But that is the job of Tom 
Abelson, m.D., an otolaryn-
gologist from the cleveland 
clinic, who will be giving a 
voice master class at 10 a.m. 
today in mcKnight Hall.

The ear, nose and throat 
doctor will help teach young 
singers how best to maintain 
their most precious instru-
ments — their voices.

“singing is athletic,” Abel-
son said. “so a singer using 
the highly developed tech-
niques and musculature of 
the voice box is just like any 
athlete using their special-
ized musculature in very ef-
ficient ways.”

if a singer does not know 
how to use his or her voice box 
correctly, inconsistencies and 
injury are more likely to occur.

in rank-
ing tech-
n i q u e 
m a s t e r y , 
A b e l s o n 
places op-
era singers 
at the top 
of the list, 
f o l l o w e d 
by theater 

singers. And gospel singers, 
though powerful and sen-
sational in voice, commonly 
lack proper technique.

Abelson said that he often 
deals with actors who have 
not learned the proper way 
to yell and end up throwing 
out their voices.

in the past, doctors relied 
on mirrors to examine inside 
a patient’s throat for damage. 
That method, though useful, 
was an inexact science. Noth-
ing could be determined on a 
microscopic level.

Then, the advancements 
came.

“The technology has im-
proved with the develop-
ment of fiber optics, where 
you use a flexible telescope 
to look at the voice box and 
record it with a camera,” 
Abelson said. “And also the 
development of scoposcopy, 
which flashes a light on the 
voice box while in pitch, so 
that it looks like a slow mo-
tion movement of the lining 
of the vocal chords.”

Those innovations allow 
doctors to see beneath the sur-
face and uncover tiny prob-
lems that can present major 
livelihood and health hazards. 

“There are a number of 
medical problems that peo-
ple can have that we’ve diag-
nosed the problem based on 
them coming in with a voice 
problem,” Abelson said.

Those include acid reflux, 
hypothyroidism, cancer and 
even Parkinson’s disease. 

“Parkinson’s can cause a 
tremor, so if the voice is at 

rest, they don’t have a trem-
or, but when they go to use 
their voice, they do,” he said. 
“Also, people with Parkin-
son’s can lose the strength 
that allows them to project 
their voice louder.”

Abelson will also delve 
into how menstruation, 
menopause, medication and 
other things can affect the 
voice.

it has been quite a jour-
ney for a doctor whose vo-
cal studies began by chance 
more than 30 years ago in 
cleveland.

“i had a best friend who 
owned a performing arts 
studio, where performers 
would come through,” Abel-
son said. “And when they 
had medical problems, their 
managers would call them 
and he would send them to 
me. And i realized that i had 
to learn a lot to be able to help 
these people coming from all 
over the world.”

Voice doctor Abelson to present 
master class for School of Music

yemi Falodun
Staff Writer

saxophonist George 
Wolfe and company will 
play their brass off in “The 
Angelic soprano saxo-
phone,” from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
today in the Hall of christ. 

This is the 
13th year Ball 
state saxo-
phonists will 
perform at 
chautauqua.

“We’re pre-
senting a new 
aspect of the 

saxophone from a classical 
point of view,” said Wolfe, a 
Ball state professor who will 
be accompanied by some of 
his students.

The program opens with 
the late Argentine tango 
composer Astor Piazzolla’s 
“Tango Etude No. 3.” it also 

includes “canonic sonata 
No. 4” and “sonate,” by 
Georg Philipp Telemann, and 
David stern’s “Lyrical con-
certo for soprano saxophone 
and chamber Orchestra,” 
which was written for and 
dedicated to Wolfe. All those 
pieces will be interpreted by 
the Ball state saxophonists, 
led by Wolfe.

“it’s like if you read a line 
from a script, you can bring 
out different shades by how 
you say it and where you 
place the emphasis,” Wolfe 
said about the pieces, which 
also include “soleluna,” com-
posed by pianist and fellow 
Ball state faculty member Jim 
Rhinehart.

“i wanted to write some-
thing that was fun and 
challenging,” Rhinehart 
said about the piece, cre-
ated for saxophonist and 
graduate assistant Amanda 
Fratangeli.

“This is also unique be-
cause it uses both alto and 
soprano saxophone,” Wolfe 
said.

Rhinehart uses samba and 
bossa nova styles through-
out the piece, which also in-
cludes a signature element of 
jazz — improvisation.

“The piece is more Latin-
oriented with a fast bass 
line and accents where you 
wouldn’t expect them,” he 
said.

Alongside seasoned per-
formers Wolfe and Rhinehart, 
19-year-old saxophonist ceci-
ly Terhune will be making her 
first trip to Chautauqua.

“my grandma told me 
about it. And i heard people 
tell me it’s just a beautiful 
place,” she said.

The chautauqua Book-
store has scheduled a book 
signing for George Wolfe’s 
The Spiritual Power of Nonvio-

Wolfe recital blends classical and jazz

aBelson

WolFe

dear editor:

They must have thought i wanted to take pictures of a 
famous person. since i chronicle my life pictorially, this is 
pretty much standard procedure. A ban on pictures was 
hinted at but not announced by our exalted president until 
a virtual warehouse of pictures had already been taken 
(wink).

Of course yesterday a camera was a camera — but no 
longer. Now a camera is a phone or a calendar pad or an 
e-reader, maybe a watch. So many cameras, etc., were firing 
(blink, blink, blink), that no one really needed a picture of Dame 
Julie et al after the announcement was made. No matter. You 
cannot police iPhones and iPads. You can only police cam-
eras, because they look like cameras. 

One of these days people will have implants. i’m not 
kidding. At the rate folks wish to record their history 
implants could even work with your hands full. Then 
the only way to prevent pictures would be to empty the 
auditorium.

And here’s something (flash). What of fame? This often 
goes with adoration, as when our friend came down from 
canada just to see Dame Julie. The price you pay for public 
appearances in front of an adoring audience is that they 
will want your picture because you are now part of their his-
tory. i don’t wish to impart a notion of arrogance to one so 
dear, but if that is where this idea came from it deserves no 
more than a wink. Thank you, Tom.

Bob Fleck
Beechover 3

dear editor:

chautauqua begins a week about what informed voters 
need to know and what is at stake for the common good. i 
am reminded of chautauqua’s tradition of civil discourse 
and respect for the views of others. Jim Lehrer and Robert 
macNeil set the standards for the “NewsHour” inter-
viewers, that they treat guests as they would like to be 
interviewed themselves and assume that there is always 
another side to an issue. mr. Lehrer will interview distin-
guished guests this week and i anticipate his trademark 
even-handed interviewing approach. 

i found myself troubled last week with respect to what i 
perceived was a lack of civility. The conservative christian 
evangelical point of view was portrayed negatively. it is my 
view that the common good is best served when differences 
are articulated with respect. (i characterize myself as a 
progressive christian.)

Recently, i have read or heard views emphasizing 
the serious risk to the common good when Americans’ 
discourse contributes to our polarization. Jonathan Haidt, 
a moral psychologist, argues that the “polarization and 
incivility of American political life” undermines the pos-
sibility of addressing the serious challenges we face as a 
nation and as a member of the global community.

Roberta costa, a sociobiologist and student of esteemed 
Edward O. Wilson, spoke saturday at the contemporary 
issues Forum. she passionately asserted that unless our 
species learns to collaborate and refrains from bashing the 
views of those who differ from us, we are doomed. Her 
contention is that even when our views are right, we are 
wrong if our expression of them is divisive. Evolutionarily 
speaking, divisiveness is a dead end for Homo sapiens. it is 
not just a matter of “making nice” but of survival.

i don’t advocate suppression of opinion but do hope 
presenters will adhere to the general policy expressed by 
The Chautauquan Daily: The Daily does not print letters that 
contain demeaning and accusatory statements.

deloras Pemberton
49 Foster

CorrespondenCe from our readers

Letters to the Editor

Letters Policy

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be typed or printed, double-spaced, no 
more than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters 
must include writer’s signature and typed or printed 
name, address and telephone number for verification. 
Works containing demeaning, accusatory or libelous 
statements will not be published. Submit letters to:

Matt Ewalt, editor 
mewalt@ciweb.org 

The Chautauquan Daily  
PO Box 1095 Chautauqua, NY 14722



Editor’s note: This Q&A has 
been edited for clarity and length.

Q I think we really did try 
this morning to listen 

and to hear things we might 
not agree with, and we’re not 
perfect, but we’re going to 
go back to our communities, 
and we’re going to say, how 
can we try to have civil con-
versation? And I would like 
to know what each of you 
would say, across the aisles, 
how can we try to have civil 
conversation that’s informa-
tive at home?

A Whit Ayres: First of all, 
you recognize that not all 

wisdom lies within your own 
political party. I know that there 
are some people for whom that 
is a very difficult idea to swal-
low, but I’ve known a number 
of Democrats, like Donna, from 
whom I’ve learned a lot over 
the years, and I think that’s a 
starting point. A second point 
is to recognize that these are 
our opponents, they’re not our 
enemies. And we need to start 
thinking about the people who 
disagree with us politically as 
opponents but not enemies. 
We are still all Americans, we 
still want what’s best for the 
country and we need to stop 
demonizing our opponents. 
And there’s a third thing. And 
this is really hard. But if you 
can stop assuming the worst 
about an opponent’s motives 
— we are everlastingly assum-
ing that the opponents are evil 
connivers who are trying to do 
something bad — it helps civil 
discourse if we just recognize 
that maybe they have a differ-
ent idea about what’s good for 
the country. They don’t have 
evil motives, they just have a 
different idea, and it’s our job 
to try to persuade them. So if 
we can do those three things, 
I think we’ll be more likely to 
have civil discourse.

Donna Brazile: Well, I think 
it starts with who we are and 
what we expect from this next 
election. I think it starts with a 
conversation with our neigh-
bors, our friends, our family, our 
coworkers, the people we sit in 
pews with each Sunday. Start 
with the people we know and 
love the best. To talk to them 
about this election, to inspire ci-
vility within our own families, to 
talk to our children about what’s 
at stake and the importance of 
this election. It also begins with 
us becoming more informed 
and more engaged and more 
tolerant of each other despite 
our differences. You know, I 
live on a block on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C., and just after 
that wicked storm blew through 
and knocked down tree branch-
es and power lines and so forth, 
we came out the next morning, 
Democrats and Republicans — 
we even have some Tea Party 
people on my block — and I 
found out they like gumbo with 
just a little more spice; I just 
throw a little Tabasco, and that 
little one thing — they like it 
hot. They drink cold beer, and 
I like my wine not so cold. But 
we came out and we raked up 
and picked up after each other, 
and for the neighbors who were 

out of town, we picked up their 
debris as well, because we are 
neighbors. We’re a family. And 
we didn’t talk about politics, 
we didn’t say whether that 
nasty storm that blew through 
was Republican or Democrat, 
we said it was a nasty, wicked 
storm. And thank God every-
body’s alive and everybody’s 
OK. We live to tell another tall 
tale. I think we need to bring 
that kind of civility, that kind of 
common sense, neighborly re-
action, trust, to our body politic. 
It won’t happen overnight, but if 
we invest in it at the local level, 
we can manifest it at the federal 
level. And I hope this election 
sees that. It comes down to two 
good men. We look at them as 
two good family men seeking to 
run this country, or manage this 
country, however you want to 
describe it, and we look at the 
good in each of them. I went to 
several Republican debates — 
and that’s why I’m wearing red, 
I can’t get rid of all this red I 
purchased — but I wanted to fit 
in and look like one, so I bought 
a lot of red. And I’m glad I 
went, because throughout that 
primary process, I found myself 
rooting for this one, rooting for 
this one, you know, trying to 
help this one out, and I kept 
saying: “You’re a Democrat! 
What are you sitting with your 
heart waiting for Rick Perry to 
say, ‘One, two, …’” — because 
I’m a Southerner, I was rooting 
for my team. I was rooting for 
the governor who opened up 
his state, who gave many mem-
bers of my family a place to 
come to after that nasty storm. 
So find the good in others and 
praise it.

Q This is a question for 
Whit: Which vice-pres-

idential running mate would 
help Romney?

A WA: Well, one of our 
clients is Marco Rubio. 

Marco Rubio may be the single 
most talented politician I’ve 
ever worked with. He’s the 
Michael Jordan of American 
politics. He is truly amazing. 
To me, it just sort of seems like 
a no-brainer: Florida, mega-
state, Hispanic, young, articu-
late, bright, conservative — but 
I understand there are others 
who may be considered. There 
are a wealth of good choices; 
we’ve got a strong bench. 
Rob Portman from Ohio is a 
good guy, Bobby Jindal from 
Louisiana, Tim Pawlenty from 
Minnesota, Chris Christie. 
There are a lot of good, strong 
choices, I just happen to have 
one preferred alternative, but 
I don’t know if they’re going to 
go in that direction.

DB: No females. You didn’t 
mention one woman.

Q How important is the 
vice-presidential candi-

date in the Republican Party, 
for each of you or either one 
of you?

A WA: The vice president 
is important for doing no 

harm. That’s the first criterion. 
We used to say “ready to be 
president of the United States 
on a moment’s notice.” Now the 
first criterion is: Do no harm. 
So, “ready to be president,” in 
recent years, chemistry with 
the nominee has been more 
important. It certainly wasn’t 
important with Lyndon Johnson 
and Jack Kennedy, but since Al 
Gore and Bill Clinton, or Dick 
Cheney and George Bush, it’s 
become more important. Gen-
erally, people vote for the top of 
the ticket, and you hope that the 
vice president, politically, can 
provide a little boost in his or 
her home state.

DB: And you hope to select 
someone who’s been publicly 
vetted because the last thing 
Gov. Romney would like to do 
is spend two or three weeks 
explaining things that you can-
not explain, because it’s the 
first major decision that people 

will look at that he made as a 
president — you know, the se-
lection of his vice president. My 
money, right now — and not my 
$10,000 bet, I’m not there — 
my money, my $18.50, is on Mr. 
Pawlenty. I really do believe it’s 
Pawlenty.

WA: Well, it’s a good choice.

JL: You don’t represent him, 
though, right? You don’t repre-
sent Pawlenty?

DB: No, I don’t represent 
anybody but myself. I try to rep-
resent a lot more, but things are 
hard for Democrats these days. 
I just think that he’s been vetted, 
I believe in a team of rivals that 
you choose somebody who’s 
been out there running and 
somebody who can comple-
ment your record.  Mitt Romney 
is a former executive, and Gov. 
Pawlenty is a former executive, 
and I think that would be the 
ultimate way that Mitt Romney 
might choose or select his vice-
presidential candidate.

WA: He also brings a blue-col-
lar background — which is one 
place where Barack Obama is 
really weak — is among blue-
collar whites.

DB: And that’s true.

Q There are lots of people 
in the audience who 

are really, I think, excited, 
because they’re from Penn-
sylvania, or Ohio, or Florida 
or North Carolina, but the 
question that always comes 
up: Is there any chance we’ll 
see a change in the Electoral 
College system that would 
make all of our votes more 
important?

A WA: If you do away with 
the Electoral College, 

whatever little attention is paid 
to the small states would disap-
pear entirely. The small states 
still matter a little bit because 
they’ve got those — at least 
— three electoral votes, with 
the two senators and the one 
representative. So if you went 
purely to a popular vote, any of 
the smaller states would simply 
be totally ignored. It’s the 
reason we have small states 
represented equally in the U.S. 
Senate. It was a compromise 
from 1787, and it’s worked 
pretty well. But, it would be like 
if you just had an election in 
the House of Representatives 
and you didn’t have a Senate 
to counterbalance it. I’m not 
sure that would be good for the 
country, to make all the states 
basically irrelevant.

DB: But you know, while 
some of you may not have the 
presidential motorcade coming 
through your state, tying up your 
traffic and cluttering up your air-
waves, many of you have, as you 
know, 33 senatorial campaigns, 
37 gubernatorial campaigns, 
and all of you have the House of 
Representatives, so enjoy this 
wonderful election season.

Q We’ll let Whit have one 
more word, and then 

we’ll thank our three guests.

A WA As the pollster on the 
stage, I do feel the need 

to say at least one thing here. 
Whenever we ask voters, “Do 
you think politicians pay too 
much, too little or about the 
right attention to polls,” do you 
know what they say? “Too little! 
Too little!” And do you know 
why? Because when they say, 
“I don’t pay attention to polls,” 
what that means to many 
voters is, “I don’t care what 
those people think. I’m going 
to do what I want to do.” And 
in a country where you have 
government of the people, by 
the people, and for the people, 
what the people think not only 
does matter, but should matter. 
And so I think that’s something 
to keep in mind when we talk 
about the polls.

—Transcribed by Leah Harrison
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JOIN US ON 
THE PORCH FOR

• Fine loose teas
• Scones

• Savories
• Pastries

• Devonshire Cream
• Fresh Jam

• Lemon Curd 
Live Piano
Have a special occasion 
coming up? Make your 
reservation today. 

Sparkling Wine available 
for an additional charge.

Ph
ot

o:
 D

em
et

riu
s 

Fr
ee

m
an

Seatings: 3–4:30 p.m. 

Adults $28 
Children 14 and under $14
Reservations requested at 
716.357.4444

Served every Sunday of the Chautauqua season

Laurence LéveiLLé
Staff Writer

The 2012 election between 
President Barack Obama and 
Mitt Romney has often been 
compared to the 2004 elec-
tion.

The line between Ameri-
cans’ dissatisfaction with 
United States politics and 
the trust the public has in 
Obama compared to Romney 
leads to a close race.

“There are people who 
will never like President 
Obama, there are people 
who will never like Gov. Mitt 
Romney,” said Donna Bra-
zile, a Democratic strategist 
and founder and managing 
director of Brazile & Associ-
ates, during Tuesday’s morn-
ing lecture.

Brazile and Whit Ayres, 
a Republican strategist, had 
a conversation with retired 
“PBS NewsHour” anchor 
Jim Lehrer as part of Week 
Two’s programming on the 
theme “The Lehrer Report: 
What Informed Voters Need 
to Know.” Ayres and Brazile 
discussed why they believe 
each candidate should win 
the election and the recent 
Supreme Court health care 
decision’s role in the 2012 
elections.

Ayres, who is also presi-
dent of Ayres, McHenry 
& Associates, was the first 
to explain why he believes 
Americans should vote for 
Romney as president.

“You should vote for Mitt 
Romney because four more 
years of what we’ve had 
would be a disaster,” he said.

Compared to 2008 and 
based on what voters are say-
ing, Ayres said, a substan-
tial majority of Americans 
think the economy is worse, 
the federal government’s fis-
cal standing is weaker, the 
government’s ability to solve 
problems is worse, and that 
the U.S.’s standing in the 

world is worse.
Re-election campaigns 

become a referendum of 
the incumbent. Looking at 
the president’s record and 
the increased partisanship, 
Ayres said he does not be-
lieve Obama deserves to be 
re-elected.

“It will be close, but I think 
most Americans will agree 
it’s time for something dif-
ferent,” Ayres said, “and that 
something different is going 
to be Mitt Romney.”

Brazile agreed that an in-
cumbent’s re-election is a ref-
erendum.

“However, unless the 
president is wholly unpopu-
lar, the other candidate must 
be an acceptable choice,” she 
said.

The U.S. will re-elect 
Obama so he can finish the 
job he started, Brazile said. 
She said he would bring the 
economy to fiscal health, 
improve American lives, 
strengthen national defense 
and keep the country safe 
and secure.

Though she agrees the 
public is dissatisfied with the 
politics of the country, divi-
sion and partisanship, she 
said Obama still possesses 
the traits of a leader.

“I think that he will win 
the re-election,” Brazile said, 
“and he will continue to tack-
le some of the most pressing 
problems we have in this 
country.”

Ayres responded to Bra-
zile by telling the audience to 
remember three numbers: 77, 
47 and 8.2.

The first number, 77, is the 
percentage of people who 
told Gallup Organization 
last week they are dissatis-
fied with the direction of the 
country.

“It’s a truism in my busi-
ness you can’t get re-elected 
if a majority of the country is 
dissatisfied,” he said.

The second number, 47, is 
the percentage of Obama’s 
May job approval average, 
according to Gallup. Usually, 
presidents who are re-elected 
have a job approval average 
of almost always 50 percent 
or higher, Ayres said. Obama 
is hovering just below that 
percentage.

And the number 8.2 rep-
resents the most recent un-
employment rate. Previously, 
the highest unemployment 
rate during a re-election 
campaign was in 1984 during 
Ronald Reagan’s re-election. 
At the time, it was at 7.4 per-
cent, Ayres said.

If those three numbers re-
main as they are by Election 

Day, it will be difficult for 
Obama to win the re-elec-
tion, Ayres said.

Brazile agreed that the 
numbers Ayres shared with 
the audience were legiti-
mate, but she also said Rom-
ney should be seven or eight 
points ahead of Obama based 
on those numbers.

“But we’re not dealing 
with a national election, la-
dies and gentlemen,” she 
said. “We’re dealing with an 
election that will be fought in 
about eight to 10 states.”

In those states, she said, 
Obama is in a strong posi-
tion. The election will come 
down to a handful of states 
that make a difference in the 
Electoral College, she said.

The 2012 election is also 
expected to be similar to the 
2004 election between Presi-
dent George W. Bush and 
Sen. John Kerry.

“It’s going to be close,” 
Brazile said. “It’s going to 
be uncomfortable for a lot of 
people who don’t like to stay 
up and watch CNN until 3 in 
the morning.”

She said another aspect 
of the election affecting the 
numbers Ayres shared is the 
level of uncertainty there is 
among Americans.

“Uncertainty sometimes 
breeds fear, and that fear is 
what’s driving consumer 
confidence,” Brazile said.

Though the economy will 
be the main issue around 
which the election revolves, 
the Supreme Court’s decision 
on the Affordable Care Act 
could also play a role.

When the health care leg-
islation was introduced to 
the public, Obama did not 
explain the bill in a way that 
could be understood, Brazile 
said.

Ayres said the fundamen-
tal issue with the health care 
legislation is that many peo-
ple don’t believe what Obama 
said about it. Rather, an over-
whelming majority believes 
the law will increase health 
care costs, premiums and the 
federal deficit, he said.

“It’s not that he hasn’t 
tried to sell it,” Ayres said, 
“it’s that the credibility on 
the issue is not sufficient so 
that he can sell it.”

Now that the Supreme 
Court has made a decision, 
Obama has the opportunity 
during his campaign to have 
the conversation he did not 
have before, Brazile said.

Just before the conversa-
tion on health care shifted, 
Brazile made a final point 
that Romney had difficulty 
fighting against Obama dur-
ing the primaries and will 
continue to have trouble dur-
ing the campaign.

MICHELLE KANAAR | Staff Photographer
GOP pollster and strategist Whit Ayres and Democratic strategist Donna Brazile joined Jim Lehrer for 
the morning lecture program Tuesday in the Amphitheater.

Ayres, Brazile dissect major 
issues from opposite sides

Program Notes

Book signings listed 
in Monday’s Daily that 
are not located in the 
Author’s Alcove will 
take place immediately 
following the authors’ 
events.

This week’s Trustees 
Porch Discussion is at 
9:30 a.m. Thursday on 
the Hultquist Center 
porch, due to Fourth of 
July festivities.

The decision on the health 
care legislation will ensure 
that this year’s election is 
a referendum on Obama, 
Ayres said. But both he and 
Brazile agreed that the econ-
omy is still the top issue.

“It’s still the quality of our 
lives and our future as it re-
lates to health care itself,” 
Brazile said.
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R E L I G I O N

Mary DesMonD
Staff Writer

“Oh Lord my God!
When I in awesome 

wonder,
Consider all the works
Thy hand hath made.
I see the stars,
I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout
The universe displayed,”
Rang out the voice of one 

standing audience member.
“Then sings my soul my 

savior God to thee …” joined 
a chorus of voices, as one-by-
one audience members rose 
to their feet in song, some 
with eyes moistened by tears.

Monday afternoon at the 2 
p.m. Interfaith Lecture, in the 
warmth of the early July sun, 
hundreds of voices swelled 
past the lofty white columns 
and up into the eaves of the 
Hall of Philosophy, singing a 
prayer for Sister Joan Chittis-
ter, OSB.

The hymn and prayer 
came moments after Depart-
ment of Religion Director 
the Rev. Joan Brown Camp-
bell finished delivering the 
speech Chittister intended 
to give in person Monday 
afternoon, before an emer-
gency medical procedure 
waylaid her plans. In her 
speech, titled “An Uncom-
mon Search for the Common 
Good,” Chittister addressed 
this week’s interfaith theme: 
“2012: What’s at Stake for the 
Common Good?”

“A common good is a vi-
sion, a vision of public virtue 
which engages the individual 
citizen, guides the energies of 
the government, shapes the 
public system and points the 
public direction in all of its pol-
icies, in all its institutions and 
in all of its legislative intents,” 
Chittister wrote. “It is the an-
swer to the question: What is it 
that we want for this country? 
What is it that we perceive to 
be good for everyone, and how 
should we go about getting it?”

Historically, when the 
world comprised smaller, more 
homogeneous societies, the 
concept of the common good 
was simpler to define. Since 
the Reformation, our world 
has become more diverse, and 
the idea that there could exist 
a singular definition for the 
“common good” seems impos-
sible, Chittister wrote.

“Whose common good 
would be the common good?”

“In fact, which common 
good will you yourself have 
in mind this week? The one 
that is defined by majority 
vote? But then what about 
the minorities, the gays, the 
people of color, the women?” 
Chittister wrote.

Other definitions of the 
common good are based on 
bridging economic division or 
attaining the goals many advo-

cacy groups fight for, Chittister 
wrote. Still other people be-
lieve the common good means 
creating a homogeneous soci-
ety or taking the big ideas and 
aims of disparate groups and 
reducing them to ghosts of 
their original might so they are 
universally palatable.

Each of those conceptions 
of the common good has flaws, 
and each has been seen before.

“The truth is that all of 
those possibilities are in or-
der and all of them exist in 
one place or another — even 
as we gather here — all of 
them claim some kind of 
public allegiance, and all of 
them have both succeeded 
and failed over time.” Chit-
tister wrote.

Countless tyrants and mon-
archs have claimed to work for 
the common good for centu-
ries. They have fallen.

“How can we possibly 
have a common good, where 
the good of the ruler comes 
before the good of the ruled?” 
Chittister wrote.

The only forms of govern-
ing power that truly respect 
and embrace the ideals of the 
common good are democratic, 
constitutional republics, Chit-
tister said. With time, even 
the nations that forged their 
foundations on the precepts of 
working toward the common 
good have lost their way.

“Instead of a common 
good, we seem more inclined 
to talk about the general 
good, as if we were willing to 
let some people right out of 
it,” Chittister wrote.

“No doubt about it: The 
universal and age-old notion 
of the common good is an 
endangered species in these 
days,” she wrote.

The idea that we live in a 
world demarcated by hard 
and fast boundaries of reli-
gion, culture, language, geog-
raphy, no longer exists. Devel-
opments in technology and 
media have created a sieve-
like world where cultures mix 
and blend, Chittister wrote. It 
is no more evident than in the 
United States, a country frag-
mented by its multicultural 
identity that is struggling to 
be united.

Enhanced means of com-
munication and transporta-
tion have further connected 
the world, while simultane-
ously highlighting the dis-
parities that exist.

“People in the barrios in the 

Philippines, in tents in Port-au-
Prince, on dung heaps in India, 
straw huts in Africa, watch 
street corner television and 
see our eight-lane highways 
choked with cars and hear us 
worry about 5 percent drops 
in the stock markets when 
their infants die in their arms,” 
Chittister wrote.

Theoretically, increased 
globalization was to turn into 
increased economic equality 
and peace among the world’s 
populations. That has not been 
the case. We have seen the hor-
rors of a divided, yet techno-
logically connected world: first 
in World War II, with the Ho-
locaust and the atomic bomb, 
then in Vietnam, in instances 
of genocide and ethnic cleans-
ing throughout the world, and 
most recently on Sept. 11, when 
a small group murdered more 
than 3,000 people.

“In response to that mur-
derous act, in the country 
from which they sprang or 
by which they were har-
bored, we killed at least four 
times as many of their inno-
cent as they had managed to 
kill of ours,” Chittister wrote. 
“These are not simply chang-
es on the social landscape, 
these are issues that change 
our very understanding of 
ourselves. They changed the 
shape of our lives, they chal-
lenge the fabric of our souls, 
they test the very possibility 
of a common good.”

Human beings exist in a 
world that is increasingly 
connected through technolo-
gy and economy, but despite 
the connectivity, we have 
been unable to develop the 
one thing that could end the 
barbarism the connection en-
genders: a shared perception 
of the common good, Chittis-
ter wrote.

To begin the process of 
developing a shared under-
standing of the common 
good, Chittister wrote that 
people should turn to one 
of the most universally reli-
gious codes: the beatitudes 
preached by Jesus Christ at 
the Sermon on the Mount.

“Now we must find a way 
for equal but different peo-
ple to live together, to live 
together on this globe, in a 
world more united but at the 
same time more disparate 
than ever before in human 
history,” Chittister wrote. 
“Consider just for a minute, 
before the political dimen-

sions of this week begin, 
what we have come to know 
as the spiritual dimensions 
of happiness: the eight great 
beatitudes of life.”

The first beatitude is, 
“Blessed are the poor in spir-
it, for theirs is the kingdom of 
God.” That can be translated 
to mean that people should 
not live their lives perpetu-
ally seeking what they do 
not have. But in our time, in 
our country, the beatitude 
instructs us to work to un-
derstand what others need 
throughout the world and 
the excesses we have that we 
do not need.

“Surely our own common 
good must have something to 
do with seeing at the very least 
that our national goals do not 
make these other national situ-
ations worse,” she wrote.

“ ‘Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be com-
forted.’ It is important that 
those living in the United 
States stop distancing them-
selves from those living lives 
in poverty,” Chittister wrote. 
“It consists of not allowing 
our own lives to deteriorate 
into a self-centered sickness 
of the soul, choked by na-
tional narcissism.”

“ ‘Blessed are the meek, for 
they shall possess the Earth.’ 
That beatitude calls on peo-
ple across the world to be 
humble, to treat others of all 
different countries, religions 
cultures, geographic loca-
tions and economic means 
with respect and dignity,” 
Chittister wrote. “Mutual 
respect links people across 
borders, and is a security far 
beyond bombs.”

“ ‘Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall obtain mercy.’ 
When we use the sins of an-
other to treat them as less 
than human, it turns our own 
errors into targets we wear 
for life,” Chittister wrote. The 

U.S. will see that the torture 
inflicted on foreign men who 
were collected in their home-
lands and held as prisoners 
will haunt the soul and iden-
tity of our country, she wrote.

“On what grounds will 
we castigate those who ply 
the same trade on American 
bodies to come? Is this our 
new common good?” Chittis-
ter wrote.

“Blessed are they who 
hunger and thirst for justice, 
for they shall be satisfied.” 
Today, that beatitude re-
quires that our citizens and 
politicians take ownership of 
the decisions they make and 
the laws they create. The be-
atitude calls on people to end 
prejudice to champion hu-
man rights for every single 
human being no matter their 
race, gender, sexual orienta-
tion or age, she wrote.

“Then the America that 
brought freedom and justice 
for all to a city near you, to 
a country far away will rise 
again. A new Eden, a city on 
a hill, a light for the people,” 
she wrote. “Until then, we 
must each of us refuse to let 
go of standards that require 
an equalization of black and 
white prison sentences, of 
rich and poor housing stan-
dards, of minority and white 
healthcare, of inner city and 
white educational systems.

“Blessed are the pure of 
heart, they shall see God.” 
Today, that beatitude re-
quires that people maintain 
their ideals throughout their 
lives and everything they do 
and in the choices they make. 

The beatitude means pri-
oritizing the people and hu-
manity of this country and 
forsaking the wasteful argu-
ments of ineffective partisan-
ship, Chittister wrote.

“They are politicians who 
do not want to spend the pat-
rimony of the United States 
on becoming the Sparta of 
the modern world, armed 
to the teeth, brutal in soul, 
deeply, deeply in need of art 
and music, philosophy and 
culture,” Chittister wrote.

“Blessed are the peace-
makers, they shall be called 
sons of God.” The beatitude 
calls on us to promote a cul-
ture that is not focused on 
the maintenance of power, 
but the spread of peace. We 
must oppose war and pro-
mote cooperation, she wrote.

The final beatitude is: 
“Blessed are they who suffer 
persecution for justice’s sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” The beatitude tells 
us that we must defend jus-
tice and protect the human-
ity of the poor and the op-
pressed, no matter what we 
face in opposition.

To build a common good 
we must follow those prin-
ciples and demonstrate the 
path that leads to the com-
mon good with our own hu-
manity, our own lives. If we 
do not fashion a common 
good in this day in age, if 
we do not lead by example, a 
common good will never be 
created, Chittister wrote.

“You and I, we are respon-
sible for bringing it, the only 
question is: Will we do our 
part of that process, or not?” 
Chittister wrote. “Listen 
carefully this week, and ask 
yourselves what kind of com-
mon good you are hearing. 
And then, dear, dear friends, 
for all our sakes, choose well. 
So that we all may be truly, 
fully, eternally happy, forev-
er — a shining light, a city on 
a hill, a beacon of justice, tru-
ly a New Jerusalem, to whom 
all nations flock for light and 
hope and happiness.”

LAUREN ROCK | Staff Photographer

Monday’s Interfaith Lecture audience holds hands and prays for Sister Joan Chittister, who could not attend her Hall of Philosophy lecture 
due to an emergency medical procedure.

Chittister finds common 
good in beatitudes

Instead of a common 
good, we seem more 
inclined to talk about the 
general good, as if we 
were willing to let some 
people right out of it.

— sister Joan Chittister

LAUREN ROCK | Staff Photographer

The Rev. Joan Brown Campbell, director of the Department of 
Religion and Chautauqua’s pastor, read Chittister’s address.



Edward Anderson
Edward Leonard Ander-

son, Jr. 83, of La Jolla, Calif., 
formerly of Princeton, N.J., 
died peacefully on Thursday, 
February 9, 2012, surrounded 
by his family. The cause was 
complications from stomach 
cancer. 

An annual Chautauquan 
since 1972, Ed is survived 
by his partner of 34 years, 
Joan Elizabeth Parsons, with 
whom he enjoyed many 
years of travel, cultural 
events and summers on the 
grounds at their beloved 
“Keystone.” 

Ed was a founding mem-
ber of the Chautauqua Dance 
Circle, helped to underwrite 
the Everett Scholar-in-
Residence Program and took 
pride in the fact his chil-
dren and grandchildren all 
learned to ride a bike for the 
first time on the grounds. 

Born May 8, 1928, Ed was 
the only child of Edward and 
Alice (Johnson) Anderson of 
Chicago, Illinois. Ed gradu-
ated from The University of 
Chicago in 1949 with both 
bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in chemistry. Ed re-
ceived his doctorate in chem-
istry in 1952 from Washington 
State University where he was 
a U.S Atomic Energy Com-
mission Fellow. He worked 
for the Atomic Energy 
Commission as a researcher 
until 1966 when he decided 
to pursue value investing 
— at the time a “nights and 
weekends” interest with his 
lifelong friend and fellow 
Chautauquan the late Richard 
L. Bechtolt — full time. 

First working for Munger, 
Tolles & Rickershauser in 
Santa Monica, Calif., Ed went 
on to become a partner with 
Tweedy, Browne & Knapp in 
1968, where he worked until 
1983, retiring as managing 
partner. As an original mem-
ber of “ The Graham Group” 
with Warren Buffett, Ed took 
great pleasure in the group’s 
annual gatherings and learn-
ing from each of the indi-
viduals. Ed defined lifelong 

learner and throughout his 
investment career was also 
active in the field of behavior 
analysis, human sexuality 
and early childhood educa-
tion. 

Ed’s greatest passion 
however, and the achieve-
ment for which he most 
wanted to be remembered 
was his work with childhood 
literacy. He was a co-founder 
of Headsprout, Inc., an edu-
cation technology company 
aimed at eliminating child-
hood illiteracy. The program 
has taught hundreds of 
thousands of children to 
read and the company was 
acquired in 2011 by Newell/
Rubbermaid. 

Ed was predeceased 
by his wife, Shirley Smith 
Anderson. He is survived 
by their two beloved sons, 
David Warren Anderson 
and his wife Deirdre (Cava-
naugh) Anderson of Hing-
ham, Mass.; Steven Bradley 
Anderson and his wife, 
Jennifer (Bork) Anderson of 
Davis, Calif.; and five grand-
children, Leo, Susie, Lucy, 
Liam and Edward “Teddy” 
Anderson. 

A celebration of Ed’s life 
will take place on Saturday 
July 21, 2012, at 1 p.m. in the 
Hall of Philosophy. In lieu of 
flowers, the family asks that 
you consider donations to 
the Chautauqua Foundation 
at P.O Box 28, Chautauqua, 
NY 14722. 
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R E L I G I O N  /  C O M M U N I T Y

“I want to talk about how we bridge the chasms that 
divide us,” the Rev. Buzz Thomas said. “We must 
move beyond our tribes. Now, there’s nothing 

wrong with our tribes … (but) the Constitution of the United 
States does not begin with ‘We the tribe.’ That vision is too 
small for our republic. We are people, many tribes.”

Thomas continued his Week Two sermon series with “If 
God Be For Us…” The readings were John 8:2-11 and Romans 
8:31.

“I want to convince you this morning that you have theo-
logical permission to do what America needs you to do, that 
God wants us to make common cause with our neighbor … 
that despite our theological and political differences, we can 
be one nation,” he said.

When asked to summarize the crux of Christianity, Swiss 
theologian and philosopher Karl Barth said, “Jesus loves me; 
this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”

Thomas said, “I think I can boil that down even further. 
Are you ready? God is for us. That’s my word to you today. 
God is for us. All of us. Not just my people or your people 
— all people. Women and men, gay and straight, liberal 
or conservative, black or white, rich and poor, Arabs and 
Jews, cowboys and Indians, Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, 
Ba’hais, atheists and agnostics, immigrants and the native-
born, thin or fat, young or old, and yes, transvestites and 
transgender (people) — all people. God loves us all. And not 
just some of the time. Not just when we’re behaving … God 

loves all people, all the time.”
In John 8:2-11, an adulterous woman is brought before 

Jesus as a test. Jesus commands those without sin to be the 
first to stone the woman for her crime, and, one by one, ev-
eryone leaves the scene.

“The story of the adulterous woman tells us — and I 
wish I could put this on billboards all over America — 
that when push comes to shove, which it does, Jesus chose 
people over the requirements of God’s law. Not man’s 
law, God’s law,” Thomas said. “If Jesus is the revelation 
of God, as Christians believe, and as many, many around 
the world believe, then God chooses people over his own 
religious rules.”

Jesus demonstrates this same principle in the story of 
Zacchaeus, who is reviled by his townspeople but shown 
forgiveness. Jesus tells the thief who is crucified alongside 

him that he will see him in the Kingdom of Heaven.
“Again, we see that the God who revealed God’s self in Je-

sus is a God who doesn’t care what you’ve done wrong, who 
doesn’t worry about your past,” Thomas said. “The Bible 
portrays a God who forgives and forgets.”

He disagrees with St. Augustine’s belief that a holy God 
had to kill his perfect son and Jesus had to, in essence, “buy 
off” God to save humanity from God’s wrath.

“I think that’s a false view of our heavenly Father,” Thom-
as said, and shared his view: “When you look at the cross, 
you see God. That’s the kind of love God has for you.”

“Here’s the good news,” he concluded. “God is love, and 
when you allow God to fill you with her love, you will love 
the world as she does, and that is how to become one human 
family.”

The Rev. George Worth presided. John Ridgeway and 
Danny Chucry from The International Order of the King’s 
Daughters and Sons Chautauqua Scholarship Program 
read Scripture. Ridgeway is from Ocean Springs, Miss., and 
attends the University of Southern Mississippi, studying 
entertainment industry production and music. Chucry is 
from Lebanon and read the scripture in Arabic, his native 
language. He studies philosophy and theology at Université 
Saint-Esprit de Kaslik. The Motet Choir provided sacred 
music; the anthem was “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” by David 
Schwoebel. Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship and sacred 
music coordinator, led the choir.

‘God loves all people, all the time’

Column by emily perper

Morning Worship

in memoriam

Milestones

DiffErEnt StrokES

ABoVE: Trevor Twist, an artist and teacher from baltimore, md., 
paints miller bell Tower in miller park Friday afternoon.  
riGHt: lacey Hall, a student at the Chautauqua School of art from 
Sewickley, pa., works on a painting in bestor plaza.

LAUREN ROCK | Staff Photographer

GREG FUNKA | Staff Photographer

Skateboarding

Skateboarding is not 
permitted on the grounds.

AnDErSon
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P H I L A N T H R O P Y

The Susan Hirt Hagen Lec-
tures Fund, an endowment 
in the Chautauqua Founda-
tion, supports the lecture of 
Jim Lehrer and his presence 
at Chautauqua throughout 
the week.

Susan Hirt Hagen of Erie, 
Pa., created the fund in 1993. 
A lifelong Chautauquan and 
property owner for many 
years, Mrs. Hagen is a past 
member of the Chautauqua 
Institution Board of Trustees 
(1991–1999). She and her hus-
band, Thomas Bailey Hagen, 

chairman and owner of Cus-
tom Group Industries and 
chairman of the board of Erie 
Insurance Group companies, 
are charter members of the 
Bestor Society and participat-
ed in the historic Chautau-
qua Town Meeting in Riga, 
Latvia. Mrs. Hagen’s philan-
thropy made possible the 
building of Hagen-Wensley 
House, the Institution’s guest 
house, in 2010–2011.

Mrs. Hagen is a graduate of 
Wittenberg University where 
she is an emerita member of its 

board of trustees, and a recipi-
ent of the University’s Alumni 
Citation for community ser-
vice. In 2011, she received an 
honorary doctorate from her 
alma mater. She also holds a 
master’s degree in counseling 
from Gannon University and 
received the school’s Distin-
guished Alumni Award. For 
several years, Mrs. Hagen was 
the managing partner of a con-
sulting firm engaged in conflict 
resolution and group relations. 
She is currently a member of 
the board of directors of Erie 

Indemnity Company, man-
agement company for the Erie 
Insurance Group. She is also a 
trustee of the H.O. Hirt Trusts, 
a member of the Council of 
Fellows of Penn State Erie, The 
Behrend College, and a former 
trustee of the Erie Community 
Foundation.

Mrs. Hagen has been named 
Woman of the Year for com-
munity service in the Erie area 
and has been a board member, 
volunteer and contributor to 
many social service, arts and 
educational organizations dur-

ing the years. She has served as 
chair of the United Way of Erie 
County, Pa., the first woman to 
serve in that capacity, and is a 
recipient of their highest hon-
or, the Alexis de Tocqueville 
Award.

For her more than 10-
year commitment to curtail 
teenage pregnancy and the 
school dropout rate in Erie 
County, Pa., the Trustees 
of Penn State University, in 
2008, named in her honor, 
the Susan Hirt Hagen Center 
for Organizational Research 

and Evaluation (CORE) at 
Penn State Erie, The Behrend 
College. In 2009, she received 
the Edward C. Doll Award 
for community service from 
the Erie Community Foun-
dation. In 2010, she  received 
the Distinguished Citizen of 
the Commonwealth Award 
at the 112th Annual Meeting 
of The Pennsylvania Society.

Mr. and Mrs. Hagen, who 
also spend a portion of the 
year in Sarasota, Fla., are the 
parents of a son and daughter 
and have three grandchildren.

Hagen Fund sponsors Lehrer lecture, residency

ADAM BIRKAN | Staff Photographer

The Chautauqua Fund captains pose at their first meeting of the 
season in the Hultquist Center.

From left to right: Carol McKiernan, Bob McKiernan, Chip Gamble, 
Gail Gamble, Debbie Currin, Fred Livingstone, Megan Sorenson 
(assistant director of the Chautauqua Fund), Yvonne McCredie and 
Jack McCredie (co-chairs of the Chautauqua Fund), Tina Downey 
(director of the Chautauqua Fund), Evie Berger, Mary Pickens, Bob 
Pickens, Louanne Lind, Travis Halford, Betty Halford, Diana Bower 
and David Bower. 
Absent from the photo are Bill Currin, Jack McKibbin, Nancy Kyler, 
Peter Waasdorp and Nancy Waasdorp.

Fund Captains kiCk oFF 
season oF Fundraising

Get to the Point! BEMUS POINT NYJUST 8 MILES AWAY



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WOMEN SEEKING  Serenity 
open 12 step meeting Friday 
12:30 Hurlbut Church Parlor.

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT

AVAILABLE WEEKS 7 and 8 
tv,AC half block from amp, 23 
Waugh, 3rd floor, deck, no pets. 
607-761-5388

P A U L  M A N O R  N e w l y 
Remodeled Apt. Sleeps 2, 1 
block to Amp, Wks 6 & 8 $750 
357-4583

BOAT RENTALS

BOAT RENTALS-Pontoon and 
Power--Kayaks, Fishing Boats, 
and Pedal Boats! Chautauqua 
Mar ina  716-753-3913.  Fu l l 
Service Marina, (pumps) Non-
Ethanol Fuel.

BOATS FOR SALE

AN OPPORTUNITY to get a 
well cared for older boat, 19 ft 
Cody Cabin Cobalt, I/0 260 HP 
V8. Offers around $5,000. 357-
5975.

OUR RENTAL Boat Fleet is for 
Sale! Pontoon Boats-its like get-
ting a new boat for a used boat 
p r i ce .  Pon toon  and  Power 
B o a t s -  N e w  a n d  U s e d . 
Chautauqua Marina-Mayvi l le 
716-753-3913

CONDOS FOR RENT

ST. ELMO first floor, large one-
bedroom with two extra-long 
twin beds. Available this season 
for weeks 3-5 and 8-9 at $2,100 
per week. Available 2013 season 
weeks 1 through 5 ($11,000) 
and weeks 8 and 9 for $2,200 
per week. Large porch on Ames 
side. Call 216-926-3240 or email 
CJH17@cox.net

EDUCATION

BOAT SAFETY Class, Sunday, 
July 15-9:30 am @ Chautauqua 
Marina for ages 18-adult. 716-
753-3913 or boatsafety@aol.
com.

EVENTS

CHAUTAUQUALAKEBIGFOOT.
COM BIGFOOTS are Living in 
Chautauqua County in Peace & 
Ha rmony  w i t h  ou r  Coun t y 
Neighbors... Watch the World’s 
First and only Bigfoot Convention 
available on Streaming Video, 
The Chautauqua Lake Bigfoot 
Expo recorded on May 6th, 2012 
f rom Chautauqua Su i tes  in 
Mayville, NY.
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/04

2013 SEASON

A CHARMING GUEST cottage 
for the 2013 Season. Sleeps 
two. Newly remodeled, park-like 
setting, patio, on-site parking, 
on tram & bus route. W/D, A/C, 
cable, wireless internet, D/W, pet 
friendly. Week 9 2012 Season. 
716-357-2499

APARTMENT-NEW.  Ground 
floor, A/C, Wi-fi, cable, W/D, 1 
bedroom, tram route, plaza, 1 
person, season/half  season. 
716-357-5557

RENTAL 2013 full season or half 
season LOVELY, SPACIOUS 2 
bedroom, 2 bath unit off large 
porch on ground floor, full ameni-
ties, central A/C and heat, W/D, 
Wi-fi, excellent location, steps 
from amp and plaza, on bus and 
tram route. Call for appointment. 
357-5428

WANTED HOUSE to rent Aug 
4-11 Family looking for 4BR 
house  s l eeps  7  nea r  l ake . 
Astevendever@aol.com or 440-
477-7483

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath, modern, 
well furnished, fully equipped, 
huge sleeping and dining porch, 
A/C, HEAT, DW, W&D, cable, 
WiFi, Parking,Rent weekly or 
season 42 Foster. jimorris@mor-
ristrust.net, (716)490-1659.

2012 SEASON

WEEK NINE: Charming house, 
16 Simpson.  Sleeps 8,eat-in 
k i t c h e n .  W / D ,  2  p o r c h -
es.357-5357. $1900.

WEEK 8 15 Ramble 3 bedroom 
condo. All brand new. Central air, 
WiFi 716-863-4800

WEEKS 3,4,8,& 9. 44 South 
Avenue, near Hall of Philosophy, 
bright, cheerful, on bus line, A/C, 
$1200/week. Karla 704-907-
9663.

16 HURST AVE. Charming arts 
and crafts style cottage-seclud-
ed 4BR, 2BA, double lot, great 
parking. Available weeks 3 & 9. 
Beautiful porch, barbeque patio 
304-551-3123

17 CENTER. Near Bestor Plaza, 
Amp. On tram route. Parking, int, 
cable, D/W, micro, laundry, grill, 
porch. No A/C. 216-978-4441. 
Avail. Week 6. 2,200.

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath, modern, 
well furnished, fully equipped, 
huge sleeping and dining porch, 
A/C, HEAT, DW, W&D, cable, 
WiFi, Parking, 42 Foster. jimor-
ris@morristrust.net, (716)490-
1659.

FOR RENT

34 MILLER: 1BR and 3BR Apts, 
near amp, well-equipped kitch-
en, private porch, D/W, laundry, 
A/C, weeks 6,8,9 and 2013 sea-
son. $995-$1495. 412-425-
9658

FOR SALE

ARTIST, BON VIVANT, Trevor 
Twist, Paints Family Portraits, 
House Portraits, Chautauqua 
Scenes (410-274-6652. Portfolio 
at mitchellartschool.com/teach-
ers

HUGE ESTATE sale: antiques, 
furniture, collectibles, jewelry, 
artwork, outdoor furniture, tons 
of g lassware, something for 
everyone. Saturday June 30 & 
Sunday July 1 (Monday, if neces-
s a r y )  9 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p m 
Chautauqua-Stedman Rd. next 
to Andriaccio’s.

OPEN HOUSE July 1, 1-3pm, 
three-bedroom, two full bath, 
f in ished basement, attached 
garage, updated ranch in private 
setting at 35 Maple Drive West, 
Mayville. $159,900. 716-224-
1016.

STEINWAY TIGER Mahogony 
Parlor Grand Piano- MFG, 1907-
- Appraised by Froess Piano of 
Erie 8/4/11- sound board- excel-
lent, pin block- excellent, ivory 
keys ,  regu la r l y  ma in ta ined, 
Asking Price- $20,000.00 Terms- 
cashiers check- call 814-449-
5400 in Edinboro, PA for appoint-
ment

HOME FURNISHINGS

H I D E - A - B E D  &  C H A I R 
Excellent condition double bed 
sofa-  maroon,  navy,  green- 
$200. Smal l  leather recl iner 
maroon- $150. Both- $300. Call 
440-463-1672

JOBS WANTED

DOG LOVER wants to walk your 
dog. Call Ellie 716-357-2626.

LAND FOR SALE

FOR SALE: Eight (8) acres of 
Commercial Lake front lands 
Half a mile from the southern 
p e r i m e t e r  o f  C h a u t a u q u a 
Institution. Sewer, Water, & Land, 
build your own Estate, build your 
own Hotel or build your own 
Village. 10 Million Dollars... or... 
The Best one acre in the Bay = 
Three Million Dollars. chautau-
qualakeland@gmail.com

SERVICES

WANTED

ANY MUSICIANS interested in 
playing for fun.  Second violin/
violist available. Contact Anne at 
357-4933.

BABYSITTERS NEEDED- 2 
families. Ages 1-6. Daytime and 
evenings 716-357-3587

S TA M P  C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. 
W i l l  t r a v e l  t o  a p p r a i s e . 
Chautauqua’s Stamp Professor. 
904-315-5482

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED TO buy NU Step 4000 
exerciser email ciancio@buffalo.
edu

MICHELLE KANAAR | Staff Photographer

Celebrated Italian concert pianist Enrico Elisi, a guest faculty member in the School of Music, leads a lesson with piano student Kevin Wu 
at Sherwood-Marsh Studios on Monday.

PIANO MEN



Anthony BAnnon
Guest Reviewer

Scrap metal, cereal boxes, 
tea bags, plastic container 
lids: “Recycle. Reuse. Rein-
vent.” It is an exhibition of art 
sponsored by the Visual Arts 
at Chautauqua Institution.

But are there no limits, no 
boundaries, for the artist? 
Scrap metal?

• Gather hunks and pan-
els and columns and tubes 
of rusted metal and create 
a Cubist tangle — a poetic 
sprung rhythm — upon a 
discarded wheeled carriage 
and declare it a sculpture 
called “Art Rover.” That’s 
Ron Bayuzick’s passion in 
Cambridge Springs, Pa.

• Cut a cereal box into tiny 
strips and cluster the strips 
by their dominant hue and 
weave a 6-foot high urn, or 
basket, or free form sculp-
ture, and place tiny beads 
to mark a boundary for each 
stitch at a certain level, or 
plateau, on the object. That is 
the compulsion for Amy Lip-
shie of Pittsburgh.

• Join the thin paper of 
used tea bags, beautifully 
stained, already steeped in 
memory, delicate skins like 
a precious vellum, toned in 
the hue of the Earth, and 
shaped into a child’s dress, 
or a mermaid’s skin, scales 
dropping off. That is the new 
signature of Judith Olson 
Gregory of Chautauqua and 
Davidson, N.C.

• Stack those transparent 
lids from supermarket food 
containers into a totem of 
industrial beauty, a redemp-
tion of disposable practice, 

who knows why, or what 
the impulse — redemption 
being a fine purpose for the 
basis of that interpretation. 
And why not such a medita-
tive practice?

“Recycle. Reuse. Rein-
vent.” is Judy Barie’s nomi-
native for a harvest of inven-
tion, for an art that looks out 
and beyond rather than drill-
ing analytically into some 

reduction. Barie is VACI cu-
rator and director of the gal-
leries on Wythe.

One might figure Barie’s 
parallel exhibition in the 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center 
as a counterweight notion to 
the ebullience of the ecology 
of “Recycle.” The parallel 
show is called “Transitions 
in Black and White,” mean-
ing how one essentially 

black and white work in one 
medium transitions into a 
black and white work in an-
other medium.

But guess again. Those 
artists are more interested in 
addition than subtraction.

(Now, there are many fine 
artists who get to addition 
through subtraction, who 
reduce the structure of their 
art to a single proposition 

of hue or form so that a uni-
verse of ideas might become 
possible — and those are 
across the street in the Strohl 
Art Center’s abstract expres-
sion exhibition.)

Bottom line: Artists are 
mischievous people.

Jim Morris, professor of 
art at SUNY Brockport, lays 
one linear abstraction trans-
lucently over another, the 
bottom image often upon a 
printed text. The forward im-
age appears computer-drawn 
but is handwork after all, just 
manipulated through scan-
ning and electronic copying. 
The bottom image is an ener-
getic swirl of line, opposing 
the form-based front image, 
an attractive visual rhetoric.

Black and white? Yes. Re-
ductivist? Hardly.

Angela To, professor at Al-
fred University, creates shin-
ing surprises, large acrylic 
and resin on panels, huge 
silhouettes of leafed branch-
es against colorful compo-
sitions of fantastic drips, 
swatches, grids, bands and 
dot patterns.

Keep it simple? Not here.
As if throwing down a 

dare to Barie’s proposition of 
mostly straight-up black and 
white, the artists have de-
clared challenges with reso-
lute wonderland ideas:

• Karen Sardisco of Mon-
roe County Community Col-
lege with black and grey bio-
morphic marvels;

• Ron Desmett of Pitts-
burgh with glass dialectics 
of the rough and the smooth, 
a rich black lava of glass, 
yet unformed, still massing, 
holding perfect globes, also 
in black glass;

• Yoko Bove, of Waynes-
boro, Pa., with the most deli-
cate faint flower urns, black 
line upon faint green, vessels 
fit for ritual.

It is deep, thoughtful 
work, committed to the 
grace and wonder of com-
plex ideas, even when sim-
ply fashioned. It is exhibited 
through July 19.

Anthony Bannon is executive 
director of the Burchfield Penney 
Art Center and research profes-
sor at Buffalo State College. 
Previously, he was director of 
George Eastman House in Roch-
ester, N.Y. and an art writer for 
The Buffalo News.
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Michelle Kanaar | Staff Photographer

Several “D.P.W. Platters,” by Boris Bally, are on display as part of the “Recycle. Reuse. Reinvent.” exhibition at Fowler-Kellogg Art Center. 

R E V I E W

Fowler-Kellogg exhibits deep, thoughtful work
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P r o g r a m

W
WEDNESDAY

JULY 4

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation. 
Leader: Subagh Singh Khalsa. 
(Sikhism/Yogic Meditation). Bring 
gate pass. Main Gate Welcome 
Center Conference Room.

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored by 
Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 (9-10:30) CLSC Scientific 
Circle. “Mechanisms in Speech 
Communication: Transmission of 
Linguistic Messages by Sound.” 
Joseph Perkell, neuroscientist. Hall of 
Christ

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “Called to 
Serve Two Kingdoms: the Challenge 
of Christian Citizenship.” The Rev. 
Oliver (Buzz) Thomas, minister, 
exec. dir., Great Schools Partnership. 
Amphitheater

9:15 Ethics Series. (Programmed by 
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 

Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Alumni 
Hall Library 

9:30 Concert. Thursday Morning 
Brass. Colonnade

10:00 Voice Master Class. (School 
of Music.) Tom Abelson. Fee. 
McKnight Hall 

10:00 Children’s School Independence 
Day Parade. Bestor Plaza

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Jim Lehrer, longtime 
presidential debate moderator. 
Amphitheater

12:00 Women in Ministry. Hall of Missions

12:15 Brown Bag Book Review. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) Jean Badger, Charles 
Dickens: A Life by Claire Tomalin. 
Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Chautauqua Community Band 
22nd Annual Independence 
Day Concert. Jason Weintraub, 
conductor. Bestor Plaza

1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Alumni 
Association Docent Tours of 
Alumni Hall and Pioneer Hall. 

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. “Truth, 
Justice, and Peace: Foundations for a 
Healthy Society.” Yehezkel Landau, 
faculty, Interfaith Relations, Hartford 
Seminary. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center

2:00 National Bell Ringing Ceremony. 
“Let Freedom Ring.” In celebration of 
Independence Day, the Chautauqua 

bells will be rung 13 times. Miller 
Bell Tower

2:30 Piano Master Class. (School of 
Music.) Fee. Sherwood-Marsh Studios

3:30 (3:30-5:30) Jewish Film Festival. 
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.) “The Debt.” No one 
under 18 will be admitted to this 
film. Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30 Contemporary Issues Dialogue. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Kate Lehrer, author. 
(Today’s dialogue is an opportunity 
to be a part of a conversation with 
one of the morning lecturers. Doors 
open at 3 p.m. Admittance is free 
but limited to the first 50 people.) 
Women’s Club House

4:00 THEATER. The Philadelphia Story 
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets at 
Main Gate or Colonnade lobby ticket 
offices and 45 minutes before curtain 
at the Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

4:00 Guest Artist Recital: George W. 
Wolfe, saxophone, with students 
from Ball State University. (Benefits 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) Hall of Christ.

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center

4:15 Bat Chat. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Caroline Van Kirk Bissell. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

6:30 Concert. Thursday Morning Brass. 
Athenaeum Fountain

6:30 Discussion and Knitting. “God’s 
Role in Suffering and What You Can 
Do About It.” Abrahamic Program for 
Young Adults. Alumni Porch

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

7:30 Voice Concert: A Celebration 
of Charles Ives.  (Benefits the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) McKnight Hall

8:00 AMPHITHEATER BALL. Ladies First 
Big Band. (Community Appreciation 
Night.) Amphitheater

9:00 (9-12) Open Mic Night. Must be 17 
or older. Pier Building 

10:00 Fourth of July Bell Tower 
Concert. Carolyn Benton, bell 
ringer. Coincides with lighting of 
flares around and fireworks over 
Chautauqua Lake.

Th
THURSDAY

JULY 5

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation.
Leader: Subagh Singh Khalsa. 
(Sikhism/Yogic Meditation). Bring gate 
pass. Main Gate Welcome Center

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored by 
Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “When a Nation 
Loses Its Way.” The Rev. Oliver (Buzz) 
Thomas, minister, exec. dir., Great 
Schools Partnership. Amphitheater

9:15 Chautauqua Speaks. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
“How Women Can Change The World.” 

Judy Miller, vice president, The Hilton 
Foundation. Women’s Club House

9:15 Maimonides–A Guide to the 
Perplexed. (Programmed by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin, Alumni Hall Library 

9:30 Chautauqua Institution Trustees 
Porch Discussion. “Creating Family 
Experiences.”  Sherra Babcock. 
Hultquist Center Porch

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Ralph J. Cicerone, pres., 
National Academy of Sciences; Jim 
Lehrer. Amphitheater

12:00 (12-2) Tell Your CHQ Story. Video 
Interview Booth. St. Elmo porch

12:15 Book Presentation and Signing. 
Kate Lehrer, author, Out of Eden. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15 Knitting. “Women4Women–
Knitting4Peace.” UCC Reformed 
House Porch

12:15 Science Brown Bag Lecture. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Scientific 
Circle.) “Effects of Media (TV, 
Internet, and Video Games) on 
the Developing Brain.” Dr. Teresa 
Kammerman. Alumni Hall 

12:15 (12:15-1:30) Brown Bag 
and Yiddish Conversation. 
(Programmed by EJLCC.) Charlie 
Shuman. Everett Jewish Life Center

12:15 Brown Bag The Philadelphia Story. 
Bratton Theater

12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Meditation Seminar. 
“What We Rally Need to Know: 
Discovering Our True Identity, Part 
II.” Subagh Singh Khalsa (Sikh 
Dharma/Kundalini Yoga Meditation) 
Donation. Hall of Missions

12:45 Chautauqua Catholic Community 
Seminar. “A Spirituality of Beauty 
for the Abrahamic Traditions.” Rev. 
Anthony Ciorra, asst. VP for mission 

and Catholic identity, prof., religious 
studies, Sacred Heart Univ. Methodist 
House Chapel

1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market  

1:15 Duplicate Bridge.  Fee. Sports Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Religious Conviction and the 
Common Good: Challenges and 
Opportunities.” Richard Mouw, 
pres., Fuller Theological Seminary. 
Hall of Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. Main Gate Welcome Center

2:30 Piano Performance Class. (School of 
Music.) Fee. Sherwood-Marsh Studios.

3:00 Dance Lecture. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Dance Circle.) “Jerome 
Robbins: Demon Master of Ballet and 
Broadway.” Steve Crosby, lecturer. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

3:30 CLSC ROUNDTABLE/ LECTURE. “The 
Other Wes Moore: Societal or Personal 
Responsibility?” Wes Moore, The 
Other Wes Moore. Hall of Philosophy

4:00 THEATER. The Philadelphia Story 
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets at 
Main Gate or Colonnade ticket offices 
and 45 minutes before curtain at the 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

4:00 Interfaith Program. (Sponsored by 
the Everett Jewish Life Center and 
the Lutheran House.) “The Road to 
Reconciliation: How the Church Came 
to Terms with its Anti-Judaic Heritage 
After the Holocaust.” Dr. Frank 
Sherman. Everett Jewish Life Center.

4:00 Artsongs Recital with Chautauqua 
Opera Studio Artists. Hall of Christ

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. Main Gate Welcome Center

4:15 (4:15-5:15) Chautauqua Storyteller. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Carol Duhme. 
Roger Tory Peterson Classroom 

4:30 Public Information Session. 
Update on Chautauqua Amphitheater 
rehabilitation project. Amphitheater

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

6:30 Unity Class/Workshop.
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

6:45 Pre-Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra Concert Lecture. Lee 
Spear. Hurlbut Church Sanctuary

7:00  Visual Arts Lecture Series. Peter 
Beasecker, ceramics faculty, 
Syracuse Univ., and Liz Lurie, 
ceramics instructor, Pewabic Pottery. 
Hultquist Center

 7:00 Devotional Services. 
Denominational Houses 

7:00 Interfaith Service and Reception. 
(Programmed by the Lutheran House 
and the Everett Jewish Life Center.)
The Lutheran House

7:15 (7:15–7:45) Mystic Heart Meditation.
Leader: Carol McKiernan. Bring gate 
pass. Main Gate Welcome Center

8:00 Porch Chat with Yehezkel Landau. 
Abrahamic Program for Young Adults. 
Pastor Paul’s porch across from Hurlbut

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Timothy Myers, guest 
conductor; Clara-Jumi Kang, violin. 
(Community Appreciation Night.)
Amphitheater

	 •Lohengrin:	Prelude	to	Act	III		
 Richard Wagner
	 •Violin	Concerto,	Op.	35	in	D	Major	
 Erich Wolfgang Korngold
	 •Symphony	No.	5,	Op.	64	in	E	Minor	
 Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

9:30 Dance Party. Theme: 80s Night. Mixed 
by local DJ Joe Gould. Pier Building

10:00 Meet the CSO Section. Brass/
Percussion. (Sponsored by 
Symphony Partners.) Amphitheater 
back porch following CSO concert

10:30 Musical Theater Revue #1. “A 
Sondheim Reunion.” Cabaret/
Musical Theater Revue with 
Chautauqua Opera Studio Artists. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall
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