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TODAY’S WEATHER WEDNESDAY
HIGH 86° LOW 72°
Rain: 70%

Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

THURSDAY
HIGH 84° LOW 71°
Rain: 20%

Sunrise: 5:48 a.m. Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

HIGH 82° LOW 66°
Rain: 20%

Sunrise: 5:48 a.m. Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

Mention Chautauqua and use #CHQ2012 when posting about the goings-on around the grounds this summer, and see the story of each day at storify.com/chqdaily. www.chqdaily.com

YEMI FALODUN
Staff Writer

In continuing this week’s 
theme, “The Lehrer Report: 
What Informed Voters Need to 
Know,” GOP pollster and strate-
gist Whit Ayres and Democratic 
strategist Donna Brazile will 
join Jim Lehrer at 10:45 a.m. to-
day in the Amphitheater.

“Long-term forces are at 
work in this presidential elec-
tion,” Ayres said about the up-
coming showdown between 
incumbent President Barack 
Obama and Republican candi-
date Mitt Romney.

The major variables include 
the economy, the nation’s sat-
isfaction with the country’s 
direction, world affairs and 
the job market.

Ayres is the president of 
North Star Opinion Research, 
a national public opinion and 
public affairs research firm 
that provides research and 
strategic advice for corpora-
tions, associations and Repub-
lican candidates running for 
public office.

Furthermore, he said, the 
economy and job creation are 
the two major hurdles for Presi-
dent Obama as November inch-
es closer.

“Obama is running for re-
election with the highest un-
employment rate,” Ayres said. 
“Previously, the highest was 7.2 
percent when Ronald Reagan 
ran for re-election in 1984.”

Republican Reagan ended 
up winning that fall with a re-
cord 525 of 538 electoral votes. 
Ayres added that shortly be-
fore Reagan’s landslide vic-
tory, Reagan’s approval rating 
had dipped below 50 percent 
following the 1982 recession.

President Obama faces simi-
lar circumstances, but accord-
ing to Ayres’ research, most 
Americans feel Obama lacks 
necessary experience to stir job 
growth in the private sector.

JESSICA WHITE
Staff Writer

For Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf 
and Daisy Khan, this election 
season is relatively calm.

Two years ago, the couple 
was at the center of a national 
media frenzy over Park51, an 
Islamic community center Rauf 
planned to build in lower Man-
hattan. The community center 
— originally named Cordoba 
House and referred to by critics 
as the “ground zero mosque” — 
stirred controversy during the 
2010 election season.

Now, more than ever, Rauf and 
Khan commit their time to fi ght-
ing Islamophobia and promoting 
interfaith dialogue, causes which 
Khan said are especially crucial 
in an election year.

“It’s important to interact 
with the Muslim community in 
a much more effective way here 
in the homeland where fear is so 
rampant,” Khan said. “We want 
to ensure that any presidential 
candidate understands the im-
portance of protecting religious 
freedoms for all.”

Rauf and Khan will explain 
why the U.S. should engage 
with the Muslim world at 2 
p.m. today in the Hall of Philos-
ophy. They will also talk about 
democracy in the Middle East 
and the recent wave of revolu-
tions, or Arab Spring, in Arab 
nations. Rauf’s lecture is titled 
“Moving the Mountain: A 
Bolder Vision for Peace in Plu-
rality,” and Khan’s is “Facing a 
New World: America’s Respon-
sibility as a World Power.”

Rauf is the founder of Cor-
doba Initiative, an independent, 
multi-faith and multinational 
project that works to improve 
Muslim-West relations, and he 
has won numerous international 
awards for his peace-building 
work. In 1997, he founded the 
American Society for Mus-
lim Advancement (ASMA), 
the fi rst Muslim organization 
committed to connecting Mus-
lims and the American public

JESSIE CADLE
Staff Writer

Clubs fl y back and forth, 
shooting through the air be-
tween the two men.

They are the Gizmo Guys, 
a professional juggling and 
comedy duo. They perform 
at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. today in 
Smith Wilkes Hall as part of 
the Family Entertainment 
Series. The two have been 

juggling and clowning to-
gether professionally for 25 
years.  

Chautauqua is one of the 
few places they try to visit 
a day before their perfor-
mance, so they can enjoy 
the peace and beauty of the 
Institution.

“I remember this garden 
and how well kept it was. I 
try to make my garden look 
like that,” said Barrett Felker, 

one of the Gizmo Guys.
Their act is aptly named, 

because the props they throw 
around are often referred to 
as gadgets or gizmos. At to-
day’s show, the duo will jug-
gle all the classics: balls, clubs, 
devil sticks and diabolos.

Though devil sticks and 
diabolos have frightening 
sounding names, their defi ni-
tions are much more innocent.

“Devil sticks” is simply a 

more imposing name for jug-
gling sticks. Two sticks with 
fringe on each end are used 
to juggle a third back and 
forth. Diabolos are a spool 
balanced on a string, strung 
between two sticks.

During their act, the 
Gizmo Guys use the props 
together and for solo mo-
ments. Both Falker and his 
partner, Allan Jacobs, are 
self-taught jugglers who be-

gan juggling as a hobby be-
fore taking it on as a career.

“I remember visiting 
with my cousins, and we 
saw this guy in this magic 
commercial who was a jug-
gler, and I just thought it 
was the most amazing thing 
I had ever seen,” Falker said. 
“I was hooked. I went home, 
and over the next three days 
I taught myself.”

Gizmo Guys juggle their way to Chautauqua for Family Entertainment Series

Rauf, Khan work  
to promote US 
engagement with 
Muslim world

Ayres, Brazile 
examine inner 
workings of 
presidential 
campaign
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Gizmo Guys juggle their way to Chautauqua for Family Entertainment Series

GIZMO GUYS

ON July 3, the sound of 15,000 paper 
bags popping like cannons in the 
Amphitheater will rival the fi re-

works on July Fourth — not to mention the vo-
cal cords of fi ery Broadway soprano Michele 
Ragusa belting out “Don’t Rain on My Parade.”

The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra’s 
annual Independence Day Celebration con-
cert will rip-roar to life at 8 p.m. tonight. Fea-
turing CSO timpanist Stuart Chafetz as the 
guest conductor for the 10th consecutive year, 
the concert will also spotlight Ragusa on sev-
eral Broadway selections, and the audience 
will play its traditional role as the cannons in 
Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture.”

Chafetz buys the paper bags himself, after 
testing which size creates the best sound.

“They’re No. 4 bags — that’s the number. 
No. 5 is too heavy, No. 3 is not quite the right 
sound,” Chafetz said. “There I was (in Sam’s 
Club) practicing, trying the different bags, 
blowing them up and popping them to hear 
the kind of sound.”

The concert is a patchwork of pops se-
lections, Broadway tunes and classic pieces 
from American composers such as Aaron 
Copland, John Philip Sousa and John Wil-
liams. Ragusa will be soloing with the CSO 

on “The Trolley Song” from Meet Me in St. 
Louis, “Don’t Rain on My Parade” from 
Funny Girl and “Somewhere Over the Rain-
bow” from The Wizard of Oz.

Ragusa and Chafetz have previously 
worked together various times on Holiday 
Pops concerts around the country. Ragusa 
has acted on and off Broadway and in 
various regional and touring shows, but this 
is Ragusa’s fi rst time at Chautauqua.

“For me, the fi rst time I sang with a sym-

RAGUSA CHAFETZ

 See CSO POPS, Page 4

LET FREEDOM

SINGSparks fl y a 
day early with 
Chafetz, Ragusa 
and the CSO

File photo
The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, here in July 2011, performs its annual Independence Day 
Pops Concert at 8 p.m. tonight in the Amp.

KELSEY BURRITT
Staff Writer
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS

Briefly
Tell Your CHQ Story today
How do you take Chautauqua home with you? How do 
your experiences here enrich your life? Chautauquans can 
share their unique Chautauqua story through social media 
and video interviews. The Institution’s social media team 
will conduct interviews from noon to 2 p.m. every Tues-
day and Thursday on the St. Elmo porch. Stop by in-person 
or make an appointment. Contact socialmedia@ciweb.org for 
more information, or visit www.ciweb.org/CHQstories. 

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
• Today at 9:30 a.m., CWC will host social time with the 
Young Women’s Group and moms of teenagers. SACtivities 
Moms plan evening and volunteer activities for their teens.
• CWC offers duplicate bridge sessions at 1 p.m. at the 
Clubhouse. A fee is collected at the door.
• The fundraiser “Open Your Purse & Take Off Your Tie” is 
July 25. Gently worn purses and ties are accepted as dona-
tions through July 23 at the Clubhouse.

Science at Chautauqua presentation
Neuroscientist Joseph Perkell will present “Mechanisms in 
Speech Communication: Transmission of Linguistic Mes-
sages by Sound” as Week Two’s Science at Chautauqua pre-
sentation at 9 a.m. Wednesday in the Hall of Christ.

Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle news
• The CLSC Class of 1992 will meet at 9:15 a.m. today in 
Alumni Hall to discuss 20th anniversary plans. Contact 
Joan Battaglin at 716-357-9887 with questions.
• The CLSC Class of 2009 will meet at 9:30 a.m. today in the 
Alumni Hall Kate Kimball Room.
• The CLSC Class of 2012 will meet from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday in Alumni Hall. Members will make plans 
for graduation on Aug. 8.

Knitting workshop
Learn to knit, ask questions, resolve knitting problems, or 
enjoy a quiet hour of knitting and conversation at 4:30–5:30 
p.m. today in the Hurlbut Church first-floor parlor. Contact 
Kate Simmons at 303-917-2248.

Round-robin tennis and luncheon
The Chautauqua Tennis Center hosts its annual women’s 
round robin tennis and luncheon event from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Thursday. Call 716-357-6276 for details, or sign up at 
the tennis center.

House Tour tickets
A limited number of house tour tickets are on sale before 
and after the Bird, Tree & Garden Club lecture at 12:15 p.m. 
today and July 10 at Smith Wilkes Hall. Tour is 12–5 p.m. 
July 17. Advance tickets only.

Everett Jewish Life Center movie
The EJLCC presents “The Debt” at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday. 
No one under 18 will be admitted to the film. Contact Shel 
Seligsohn at 716-357-5900 with questions.

Half-price ‘The Philadelphia Story’ tickets
Chautauqua Theater Company offers half-price tickets for 
those 16 and under for the 4 p.m. shows held today and 
Wednesday as available. The tickets must be ordered via 
phone or at the Ticket Office.

Garden Walk
Meet horticulturist Joe McMaster at 4:15 p.m. today under 
the green awning at the lake side (back) of Smith Wilkes 
Hall for a Garden Walk sponsored by the Bird, Tree and 
Garden Club.

Event Date Time Location Sponsor

PEO Reunion
Every Tuesday 
during the 
season

12:15 p.m.
Carol Rufener’s home (1 Morris, above 
Vacation Properties); bring a sandwich

Sisters

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at Chautauqua but are not one 
of the Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional 
vehicles. Listing in the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, 
sponsor and cost, if there is one. The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing.

The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for $10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should 
go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

Bulletin
BOARD

YEMI FALODUN

Staff Writer

“I think the stars have all 
been swept up by the storm” 
are 12-year-old Lanesha’s 
resonating words in Jewell 
Parker Rhodes’ fictional nar-
rative Ninth Ward.

Published in 2010, the book 
is the second CLSC Young 
Readers selection this season. 
The group will discuss it at 
4:15 p.m. today in the Alumni 
Hall Garden Room. The local 
chapter of the American Red 
Cross will join the Young 
Readers to talk about hur-
ricanes as natural disasters, 
and survival skills.

“I always wanted to write 
a children’s book,” Rhodes 

said about Ninth Ward. The 
story follows a gifted and 
thoughtful young girl, Lane-
sha, who must find a way to 
help her 82-year-old caretak-
er, Mama Yaya, survive Hur-
ricane Katrina.

Lanesha aspires to be 
an engineer, as she dreams 
about building bridges. 
Mama Yaya speaks in para-
bles, sees ghosts and visions 
and has been raising Lane-
sha ever since her 17-year-old 
mother died giving birth. 
The book is filled with au-
thentic characters and rela-
tionships, reflecting on how 
tragedy can bring forth great 
inspiration.

“And that’s the trans-
formation Lanesha grows 

through. She becomes a but-
terfly ready to soar,” Rhodes 
said. “So it doesn’t matter 
whether she goes to Houston 
or Paris or stays in the Ninth 
Ward. She’s still beautiful. 
She’s still strong. She’s still 
going to survive.”

The Ninth Ward in New 
Orleans, La., is known for its 
destitute status. Many could 
not escape it during the 2005 
storm. Katrina left houses 
and eyes flooded.

“This community was dis-
proportionately affected by 
something that could have 
been prevented. And that 
disproportionate effect hap-
pened to adults,” Rhodes 
said. “But it happened to chil-
dren, too. And I just think as 
a nation, we’re not supposed 
to let that happen — not to 
our kids.”

Though the Pennsylva-
nia-born Rhodes uses New 
Orleans and Katrina as the 
backdrop for her work, she 
draws much from her own 
personal experiences.

“The real Mama Yaya was 
actually my grandmother,” 
she said. “My mother left 
me when I was an infant, so 
my grandmother raised me, 

along with my dad, aunt, sis-
ter and three cousins in one 
household. And she would 
tell us that dreams were spe-
cial.”

And Rhodes, too, knows 
what it is like face a cata-
strophic natural disaster.

“I was a young mother 
during a major earthquake. 
And I saw the effect that such 
trauma had on children and 
on animals,” Rhodes said. 
“My own children stopped 
speaking. And the animals 
were all crazy.”

Rhodes said she hopes 
young readers and their par-
ents learn a valuable lesson 
from her tale.

“One of the things that 
happens in disaster in com-
munities that are low in-
come, they get marginalized 
and stereotyped,” she said. 
“And what I wanted to show 
is that you can be poor but 
very much rich in love.”

Parker received her bach-
elor’s, master’s and doctorate 
degrees from Carnegie Mel-
lon University. She is now a 
professor at Arizona State 
University, where she teaches 
creative writing and Ameri-
can literature.

And she is currently fin-
ishing up her second chil-
dren’s book, titled Sugar, 
about a little girl during 
Reconstruction who works 
in sugarcane fields and 
sparks a friendship with the 
plantation owner’s son. The 
book also carries a theme of 
bravery.

“I think sometimes we 
tend to forget that children 
are called upon to be resilient 
and heroic too,” Rhodes said.

JOANNA HAMER
Staff Writer

Isabel Manalo wants to 
give professional artists the 
opportunity to be students 
again.

With her online jour-
nal, The Studio Visit (TSV), 
Manalo and her team pro-
duce short documentary 
films about artists’ studios, 
provide professional devel-
opment consultations, orga-
nize curatorial projects and 
host critique sessions based 
on those in university art 
courses.

“I’m very passionate 
about critique,” Manalo 
said. “Of anything that 
comes out of an art pro-
gram, the best thing you 
can have is that critical con-
structive feedback.”

Manalo recognizes that 
professional artists often 
“feel isolated in their own 
studios” and appreciate the 
chance to re-create their stu-
dent critique discussions.

She will speak at 7 p.m. 
tonight in the Hultquist Cen-
ter as part of the Visual Arts 
at Chautauqua Institution 
Lecture Series that, such as 
TSV, sheds light on different 
artistic approaches.

TSV’s films allow view-
ers a glimpse into the art-

ist’s creative world, fo-
cusing on process rather 
than product and allowing 
Manalo to bring together 
an artistically and geo-
graphically diverse com-
munity.

“What I find most produc-
tive as a visual artist is to be 
in touch with a lot of differ-
ent artists,” she said, “and to 
have that constant exchange 
and dialogue of ideas.”

Her journal provides a 
way for artists and art en-
thusiasts to connect on a 

level deeper than art open-
ings and to provide artistic 
inspiration and support to 
one another the way stu-
dents in art programs do.

Manalo’s own work, pro-
duced during her time as 
a graduate student at Yale 
and a teacher at American 
University, includes paint-
ings and mixed-media col-
lage.

“I’m very much inspired 
by Chinese landscape paint-
ing and their use of nega-
tive space — the idea of the 

integrity of the brushstroke 
and how that brushstroke 
can activate the negative,” 
she said.

She bases her paint-
ings on overexposed na-
ture photographs, which 
she then paints onto yupo, 
a treeless synthetic paper 
whose super-whiteness 
creates what she calls “an 
apocalyptic feeling of oblit-
eration.”

Manalo’s mixed-media 
pieces use photography in 
a different way. She splices 
and layers photographs to 
create organic shapes that 
have the growth-rings of 
trees and the bulbous out-
lines of tubers, which she 
pairs with splatters and 
daubs of paint.

Unlike her pre-planned 
paintings, in her mixed-
media “you can actually see 
my hand in the work,” she 
said.

“I allow the work to un-
fold as I’m doing — you 
almost can feel the artist 
working,” she said.

In a few weeks, Manalo 
will move to Berlin, where 
she will continue creating art 
and serving as editorial over-
seer of TSV. She will continue 
to host critique sessions, cu-
rate shows and, above all, 
produce her own art.

‘Ninth Ward’ presents a dark but 
hopeful journey for Young Readers

Manalo demystifies the artist’s studio

Isabel Manalo. “Mile Eight.” Oil on gesso board. 30"x30"



The topic for our discussion is “What 
Informed Voters Need to Know.” 
The topic itself is informative. It 

presumes that there are some voters who 
are — and will remain — uninformed. It 
presumes that some knowledge — some set 
of facts — is essential to being — or becom-
ing — an informed voter. It thus, by impli-
cation, privileges some form of “knowing.” 
And fi nally, it presumes that voters, having 
acquired the knowledge necessary to be 
classifi ed as “informed,” will vote based 
on how that knowledge interacts with their 
principles and philosophies, and not on 
something else — say, who has the broader 
smile or the grayer hair. Or whose support-
ers have been able to out-buy and out-shout 
the opposition.

I think the fi rst presumption, that some 
voters are and will remain uninformed, is 
a fair one. Unfortunately. Obviously, one of 
our goals at this institution is to reduce that 
number as far as possible. But let’s con-
sider for a moment why voters — so many 
voters — remain uninformed. After all, 
this is the Information Age. Though print 
versions of newspapers may be dwindling, 
newspapers themselves are doing OK on 
the Internet. TV options have mushroomed 
— perhaps that’s not the best word — radio 
has gone in the last 50 years from almost all 
music with some news to at least an even 
split between entertainment and talk. And 
even the entertainment includes sports 
journalism. Blogs, websites, Google, Twit-
ter, Facebook — we have more information 
than we know what to do with. If informa-
tion were food, everyone would have a 
three-course gourmet feast at every meal.

Some might argue that the glut of 
information creates overload and indiffer-
ence, leading to uninformed voters. That’s 
probably true, in part. Of equal importance, 
though, is a sense of irrelevance. The in-
formation just doesn’t matter. If the media 
don’t distinguish between Justin Bieber’s 
latest haircut and the Affordable Care Act, 
why should the voters fi nd any of the infor-
mation relevant or meaningful?

That brings me to the second presump-
tion: that there exists a body of knowledge 
or a set of facts that is necessary, and per-
haps suffi cient, to make a voter “informed.” 
Now, it’s an axiom of rhetoric and politics 
that if you can’t agree on the facts, you can’t 
debate their value, their meaning or what 
should be done with them. Or as former 
U.S. Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan said, 
“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, 
but not his own facts.“ Indeed, citizenship 
depends on not only having a common 
history, but having a consensus about what 
that history is.

We again have to look at the media, 
which are at the very least the fi lters of 
facts, and in many cases the arbiters of 
facts. Last week, the Supreme Court upheld 
“Obamacare.” How many Americans know 
its offi cial name — the Affordable Care 
Act? How many know what’s in it? Here’s 
an interesting fact: For a few years, the 
polls have been consistent: Americans don’t 
like Obamacare, but they like very much 
what’s in it. How is that possible? I’ll tell 
you: When the media substitute spin and 
partisan wish-fulfi llment for facts, voters 
become uninformed and turned-off.

If it sounds like I’m saying voters be-
come informed despite, not because of, the 
media, you’re right. I’d like to list some of 
the facts that I think are relevant, knowl-

edge a voter needs to be informed. In 2008, 
this country was in the midst of the worst 
economic crisis since the Great Depres-
sion. How to handle it? President Obama 
proposed a stimulus — vehemently op-
posed by Republicans, deemed too small 
by eminent economists like Paul Krugman. 
What was the result? Here’s another fact: 
Austerity and fi ring public-sector workers 
has lengthened the recession and retarded 
recovery.

I already mentioned health care reform. 
Whatever one feels about the Affordable 
Care Act, was it responsible for the media 
to allow some claims to go unchallenged?

Let’s look at some of the accomplish-
ments of the Obama administration: the 
auto industry bailout, a restructured 
student loan program, mortgage refi nanc-
ing, getting U.S. troops out of Iraq, cash-
for-clunkers, lower drug costs for seniors, 
expanded SCHIP for children, putting the 
U.S. in compliance with the Geneva no-
torture policy, using U.S. infl uence — but 
not troops — to remove Qaddafi , killing 
Osama bin Laden and so much more. Let’s 
not forget his executive order allowing 
immigrant children a path to citizenship. 
He also held the fi rst Passover Seder at the 
White House.

An informed voter needs to know 
those facts. He or she can choose to dis-
like the reasoning or effect, but what 
President Obama has accomplished 
should not be in dispute.

That brings me to the third presumption 
of our topic: that voters, having become 
informed, will vote based on how they read 
that information. That doesn’t mean that 
every informed voter will vote for Presi-
dent Obama — though that would be nice. 
But an informed voter can decide that he 
or she disagrees with the President’s poli-
cies, or even one of them. George Will is a 
friend of mine, and I think a pretty reason-
able and informed fellow. We’re not going 
to agree on what the facts mean or what 
policy they should lead to.

But we will agree on the facts.
People vote their feelings, their experi-

ences, their beliefs. And that’s OK. People 
also vote what they think is in their pocket-
book, even when the facts say otherwise.

We need to recognize, though, that our 
feelings and beliefs do not have to be in 
confl ict or contradict the facts — what 
we should know and, as our topic says, 
what we need to know. But if that’s going 
to happen, if we’re going to be informed 
voters, then two things must happen. 
Voters have to become active participants 
in their information. They have to be-
come critical thinkers, and they also have 
to hold the media accountable for their 
laziness and biases. And the media must 
make investigative journalism — re-
search and reason — their trademark.

The media are more distrusted than Con-
gress. That has to change. For the fi rst thing 
informed voters need to know is that they 
can trust the sources of their information.

Brazile is a Democratic strategist and founder 
and managing director of Brazile & Associates.

Both long-term and short-term forces 
determine the outcome of U.S. presi-
dential elections. Long-term forces 

include the state of the economy, voters’ 
satisfaction with the direction of the country 
and the level of stability in world affairs. 
Short-term forces include candidate speech-
es, political ads and presidential debates.

In 2008, the long-term forces — over-
whelming dissatisfaction with the direction 
of the country, fatigue with eight years of a 
Republican president, fear over the fi nancial 
meltdown — created an enormous tailwind 
for Barack Obama. He and his team ran 
a superb campaign, but the effect of that 
campaign was far more evident during his 
Democratic primary win over Hillary Clin-
ton than during the general election. In the 
general, a mediocre campaign would have 
defeated John McCain given the forces at 
Obama’s back.

In 2012, the long-term forces are reversed 
for President Obama. Three-fourths of vot-
ers are dissatisfi ed with the direction of 
the country, unemployment remains a full 
percentage point higher than the highest a 
post-Depression president running for re-
election has ever survived, and a majority of 
the country still thinks we are in a recession. 
Those forces create a strong headwind for 
the president’s campaign.

As a result of the country’s dissatisfaction, 
President Obama’s job approval remains below 
the critical 50 percent threshold. Because most 
incumbent reelection campaigns ultimately 
devolve into referenda on the incumbent and 
his record, many pollsters consider the job 
approval number to be among the most critical 
measures of a president’s political standing.

Recent history buttresses the importance 
of presidential job approval as a predictor 
of reelection outcomes. Jimmy Carter began 
his presidency in 1977 with the highest job 
approval rating of any of the last six presi-
dents who stood for reelection: 69 percent. 
But by the summer of 1980 he had slid to 35 
percent, and he lost the following November 
in a landslide. (Figures come from Gallup’s 
quarterly averages.)

Ronald Reagan began his presidency in 
1981 at 60 percent. His job approval fell well 
below 50 percent during the 1982 recession, 
but he rebounded strongly so that by the 
summer of 1984, it was back to 55 percent. 
The following November, he won reelection 
in a landslide.

George H.W. Bush began his presidency in 
1989 at 57 percent job approval. His number 

soared to 89 percent during the fi rst Gulf War, 
but the recession of 1992 caused his approval 
to enter a long and sustained slide. By the 
summer of 1992, it was down in Jimmy Carter 
territory at 35 percent, and he lost the follow-
ing November by 5.5 percentage points.

Bill Clinton began his presidency in 1993 
at the lowest job approval of any of these six 
presidents at 55 percent. But he experienced 
less variation than most, and by the summer of 
1996, he inched up to 57 percent. The following 
November he won by 8.5 percentage points.

George W. Bush began his presidency in 
2001 at 58 percent job approval, after which 
he soared to 90 percent in the wake of Sept. 
11. A long, downward trend followed that 
peak, putting him right at 50 percent in the 
summer of 2004, after which he won a narrow 
reelection victory by 2.4 percentage points.

In other words, presidents whose job ap-
proval stood at 50 percent or above the sum-
mer before their reelection won, and those 
below 50 percent lost.

So where is Barack Obama in historical per-
spective? Most polls put him between 45 and 
49 percent. During the last week of June 2012, 
Gallup’s three-day rolling average and the 
Real Clear Politics average of recent polls both 
stood at 48 percent. He falls short of the mini-
mum history suggests is needed for reelection, 
but stands well above those presidents who 
fared poorly in their reelection efforts.

That is why so many observers of Ameri-
can politics expect a very close election. 
Obama faces strong headwinds — strong 
enough to eliminate the 7-percentage-point 
margin by which he won election in 2008. 
Unforeseen events in either the economy 
or world affairs could alter the electoral 
climate. Short-term forces could be crucial — 
debate performances, gaffes and allocation 
of campaign resources among swing states 
could all affect the outcome.

And the consequences are enormous. Few 
doubt that the course of the country will 
be dramatically affected by who wins the 
presidency. For those of us who love politics, 
it doesn’t get much better than this.

Ayres is a Republican strategist and founder 
and president of Ayres, McHenry & Associates.
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All 
you 
can 
eat 
buffet

D A I LY  S E R V I C E  O F F E R I N G :

Breakfast: 7:30 - 9 a.m. $7*
Lunch: 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. $9*
Dinner: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. $12*

Dining

The Cafeteria at Bellinger Hall is open 
to the public. Enjoy a hearty breakfast, 
a variety of hot and cold lunch fare or a 
comforting dinner at a fair price.

*Price is per person inclusive of tax and
 includes a beverage and dessert.

What informed voters need to know History puts poll numbers in context 

GUEST COLUMN BY DONNA BRAZILE

From Today’s Lecturer
GUEST COLUMN BY WHIT AYRES

From Today’s Lecturer

Bike Safety Tips

In accord with New 
York law, bicyclists 
shall observe all traffi c 
signs and signals, 
including stop signs 
and one-way streets.
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phony it blew my mind to 
stand there and feel and 
hear them all directly behind 
you,” Ragusa said, who at 
the time was accustomed to 
a pit orchestra. “You ride this 
wave of music. It’s one of the 
most	 fulfilling	 and	 glorious	
experiences.”

Ragusa began studying 
business at Erie Community 
College, but after a push from 
her college music director, 
she transferred to Niagara 
University where she jump-
started her career. She has re-
cently starred on Broadway 
in Young Frankenstein, based 
on the Mel Brooks comedy.

Despite her extensive expe-
rience on stage, Ragusa was 
anxious	before	one	of	her	first	
concerts with a live orchestra.

“As an actor, you’re sort of 
hiding behind a character,” 
Ragusa said. “I found myself 
being very nervous just be-
ing Michele. I’m not nervous 
anymore, luckily.”

On the contrary, Ragusa 
has a stage personality to ri-
val	 Chafetz’s.	 According	 to	
Ragusa, the two got along 
“like	 a	 house	 on	 fire”	 and	
once had to stop making jabs 
at each other in a concert for 
fear that the show would 
never end.

“Stuart’s just a dream,” 
Ragusa said. “We speak the 
same language now.”

“Michele has a very unique 
personality, and she reminds 
me so much of Judy Garland,” 
Chafetz	said.	“I	can’t	think	of	
a better person to do ‘Trolley 
Song’ and ‘Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow.’ ”

Ragusa expressed some 

frustration	about	the	difficul-
ty	 of	 finding	 patriotic	 songs	
written	 for	 women.	 Chafetz
and Ragusa agreed that the 
Broadway selections were 
pieces the audience would 
recognize	 and	 identify	 im-
mediately as American.

“ ‘Over the Rainbow’ could 
really work because it’s very 
hopeful,” Ragusa said. “Our 
country, as long as it’s been 
around, has needed hope at 
so many moments. Even now, 
we yearn to have hope for the 
future, hope for our people.”

“The Trolley Song” is just 
good, old-fashioned Ameri-
cana, Ragusa said.

Ragusa even sang “Don’t 
Rain on My Parade” recently 
in a concert of Funny Girl with 
the Buffalo Philharmonic Or-
chestra.

“I’ve really got to learn 
how that song falls into place 

in Franny Brice’s journey,” 
she said. “I know how to start 
that piece, I know how to 
build it, because I lived it for 
one fabulous one-night-only 
concert. I got to have that 
journey, so it’s inside me.”
Chafetz	enjoys	the	variety	

in the concert’s program, and 
the age span of the attend-
ees, from grandchildren to 
grandparents.

Other concert highlights 
include the “Suite” from 
“J.F.K.” by John Williams, 
a composer whose sound 
Chafetz	believes	has	become	
synonymous with Copland. 
The CSO will have a concert 
later in the season honoring 
the composer’s 80th birthday 
and his 40th anniversary of 
collaboration with Steven 
Spielberg.

Copland himself also 
makes an appearance on the 

program right before Wil-
liams, with his famous “Fan-
fare for the Common Man.”

“Copland gives a chance 
for the brass and percussion 
of the Chautauqua Sympho-
ny	 to	 really	 shine,”	 Chafetz	
said. “It’s a great way to show 
our great orchestra, and very 
appropriate for the Indepen-
dence Day Celebration.”

The concert will also fea-
ture a tribute to the military 
with “Armed Forces on Pa-
rade,” a tradition in which 
Chafetz	 asks	 all	members	 of	
the audience in the armed 
forces or who were, are, or are 
closely related to someone 
serving in the armed forces 
to	stand	and	be	recognized.

“It means a lot to a lot of 
people, and I think it’s a great 
way to say thank you for all 
that	 they’ve	 done,”	 Chafetz
said, whose late father served 

in the military.
Chafetz	 will	 also	 include	

Williams’ “The Olympic 
Spirit” and “Beatles’ Hits 
Medley.”

“It’s become such an Amer-
ican institution — The Beatles 
— and they’ve changed music 
forever,”	 Chafetz	 said.	 “You	
can listen to the various hits, 
and it takes you right back.”
Chafetz	 said	what	 is	 per-

haps most essential about the 
program is that the pieces 
can relate to every audience 
member in some way, shape 
or form.

“I love the cross-pollina-
tion of styles on the concert, 
the way it vvvall comes to-
gether,” he said. “And Mi-
chele will bring such a won-
derful element this year. I’m 
excited for the Chautauqua 
audience to hear her.”

“Romney is far more expe-
rienced in dealing with the 
private sector and competing 
foreign markets. Obama nev-
er spent a day in creating pri-
vate sector jobs,” Ayres said.

He concluded that most 
Americans feel the jobs lost 
during this administration 

will not come back, and that 
the current jobs created are 
temporary.
But	 Brazile,	 the	 Demo-

cratic National Committee’s 
vice chair of voter registra-
tion and participation, said 
the economy and job creation 
must be deciphered before 
being debated.

“Right now, the recession 
is having a disproportionate 
impact on those without the 

skills that employers need in 
order to come out of the re-
cession,” she said.

Brazile	 was	 the	 first	 Af-
rican-American woman to 
direct a major presidential 
campaign when she man-
aged Al Gore’s campaign for 
the 2000 election. She is also 
founder and managing di-
rector	of	Brazile	&	Associates	
LLC, a general consulting, 
grassroots, advocacy and 

training	firm.
“We have a far different 

economy than what he had 
back in 2005, 2007. It’s not 
driven by the construction 
sector anymore. It’s more 
driven by IT and health 
care,”	Brazile	said.

Last week, the U.S. Su-
preme Court upheld the 
Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act in a 5-4 
decision. The decision is a 

contentious point for many 
informed voters.

“Before we get into who 
benefits	 or	 who	 is	 hurt	 by	
the constitutionality of the 
health care act, we should 
figure	out	what	are	 the	ben-
efits	 to	 ordinary	 Americans	
who	are	 trying	 to	figure	out	
how this impacts their bot-
tom line, which are their 
pocketbook issues,” she said.
For	 Brazile,	 today’s	 dis-

cussion represents the uni-
versal dialogue taking place 
throughout the nation.  

“I think this is the oppor-
tunity for us to talk about the 
role of government in our 
lives, the future of our econo-
my, the mood of the country 
and the choices that voters 
will face at the ballot box this 
fall,” she said.

by talking more about Islam 
in educational outreach, in-
terfaith collaboration, culture 
and arts.

Rauf is a trustee of the 
Islamic Center of New York 

and vice chair on the board 
of the Interfaith Center of 
New	York.	Offices	in	the	U.S.	
Department of State, mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress and 
representatives of foreign 
governments all have sought 
his expertise.

Khan is executive direc-

tor of ASMA. Also a recipient 
of many awards, she created 
programs in the aftermath of 
Sept.	 11	 to	 emphasize	 com-
monalities among the Abra-
hamic faith traditions, such 
as a play titled Same Differ-
ence and the interfaith Cor-
doba	Bread	Fest.	To	prioritize	
improvement of Muslim-
West relations and advance-
ment of Muslim women 
globally, Khan has launched 
two interfaith programs to 
inspire change among two 
disempowered majorities of 
the Muslim world: youth and 
women. Muslim Leaders of 
Tomorrow and Women’s Is-
lamic Initiative in Spiritual-
ity and Equality work on an 
international scale.

The couple’s work and 
personal lives as Muslim-
Americans changed drasti-
cally after Sept. 11 and again 
after the controversy sur-
rounding Park51.

“9/11 had a very profound 
impact on our nation, and 
for Muslims, it was deeply 
personal because not only 

was my city attacked and my 
country attacked, but also 
my religion was hijacked,” 
Khan said. “And then a cou-
ple of years ago when (Rauf 
and I) found ourselves in 
the midst of a national crisis 
surrounding the community 
center, we felt that our coun-
try was being taken from 
us. We were being told that 
we were not welcome here; 
this was not our country; we 
didn’t have the same rights. 
So, it’s important to under-
stand what is at stake and 
fight	for	that.”

Even in a country like the 
U.S., with its mature democ-
racy and “perfect” constitu-
tion, Khan said, religious 
freedoms can be challenged. 
Because the U.S. is increas-
ingly of different faiths, she 
said, it’s important for com-
munities to become inter-
faith.

“A majority of us agree 
that we all have the same 
foundational values — that 
we all worship the same 
God — though we do it dif-

ferently with different names 
and different ways,” she said. 
“But there is an acknowl-
edgment in communities of 
those who are engaged in 
interfaith dialogue that these 
common values must be the 
underpinnings of any future 
work that we do in creating a 
just society for all.”

Chautauqua, Khan said, is 
the perfect example of such 
a community. She and Rauf 
said they even hope to be 
part of building a Muslim 
house on the grounds soon.

“Chautauqua is a haven 
and vivid reminder of God’s 
intent. As you cascade 
down the brick roads and 
see those beautiful houses 
of worship and the perfect 
setting of nature and every-
one sort of coexisting — re-
specting one another and 
honoring one another — 
that’s what the world should 
really be like,” Khan said. 
“It recharges my batteries 
and reminds me that there 
is a solution to many of the 
world’s	conflicts.	Here	is	an	

example of a model commu-
nity that should be replicat-
ed in other places.”

Khan said she is looking 
forward to the Q-and-A por-
tion of today’s lecture be-
cause she anticipates a focus 
on the impending elections. 
Her ultimate goal is that 
people leave with a better 
understanding of who Mus-
lims are.

“In a world where Amer-
ica is such a superpower, 
we as Americans need to 
be fully informed of what’s 
going on and what our 
engagement in the world 
means.”

The two learned by prac-
ticing themselves and at-
tending juggling festivals. 
Falker	 and	 Jacobs	 first	 met	
at a juggling festival in Dela-
ware in 1977. Ten years later, 
they began to travel and 
work together.

The duo spices up their 
acts with comedic bits and 

have sometimes added music 
to their work. Most recently, 
they performed to sophisti-
cated classical music in Den-
ver, Colo., Falker said.

The two still practice indi-
vidually for hours every day to 
stay loose, but they don’t have 
to rehearse their act together 
because of their craft’s repeti-
tious nature. They continue to 
learn new tricks online and 
from juggling festivals.

But unlike when Jacobs 
and Falker learned to juggle, 
today’s aspiring jugglers 
have more opportunities to 
learn.

“Now, there are many on-
line resources, and there are 
these communities of jug-
glers,” Falker said. “There is 
usually a juggling club that is 
reasonably close.”

When the duo creates a 
new act, they try to come up 
with as many moves as they 
can, he said.

“We always try to make 
our juggling visually pleas-
ing,” Falker said. “We may 
create 100 or 200 moves and 
only keep a small percentage 
of them and then add come-
dic elements.”

CSO POPS
FROM PAGE 1

AYRES-BRAZILE
FROM PAGE 1

RAUF-KHAN
FROM PAGE 1

GIZMO GUYS
FROM PAGE 1

It’s important to 
understand what is at 
stake and fight for that.

 —DAISY KHAN
American Society for Muslim 

Advancement

Notice to Parents

BICYCLE SAFETY RULES 
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operation condition 
and shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling 
device, a rear reflector and a headlight. Operators under 14 
years of age must wear a NYS-required helmet. 
2. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other walks 
that are reserved for pedestrian use. 
3. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and 
prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph. 
4. Bicyclists shall always give the right of way to pedestrians. 
5. In accord with New York State law, bicyclists shall observe all 
traffic signs and signals (for example, stop signs, one-way streets) 

Parents must ensure that their children ride responsibly — 
by enforcing the rules and by setting a good example.
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GEORGE COOPER
Staff Writer

In June, 1630, the Arbella
landed in Salem, Mass., 
delivering, among many 
others, John Winthrop, a 
wealthy English lawyer, 
who would play a consid-
erable role in the founding 
of the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony.

Eight months later land-
ed the Lyon, delivering an-
other principal in the his-
tory of the New England 
settlements, Roger Wil-
liams, son of a merchant 
tailor. In those two devoted, 
religious fi gures looms a 
history that still infl uences 
U.S. citizens.

Charles C. Haynes, se-
nior scholar at the First 
Amendment Center and di-
rector of the Religious Free-
dom Education Project will 
speak about that history at 
3:30 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Christ. The title of his 
talk is “John Winthrop and 
Roger Williams: Competing 
Visions of Church and State 
in America.”

The event is part of the 
Oliver Archives Heritage 
Lecture Series, presented in 
conjunction with the Part-
nership Trust of the New 
York State Archives and the 
Chautauqua Department of 
Religion.

Two competing visions 
can be traced back to Win-
throp and Williams, Haynes 
said.

“Most Americans do 
not realize how deeply we 
are infl uenced by Puritan 
society and biblical com-
monwealth. Winthrop, par-
ticularly early on, shaped 
American identity for better 
or worse,” he said.

Infl uenced by his aris-
tocratic background, Win-
throp wrote and preached 
about how hierarchy 
should be preserved with-
in civil and ecclesiastical 
life. His sermon “A Model 
of Christian Charity” be-
gins: “God Almighty in 
His most holy and wise 
providence, hath so dis-
posed of the condition of 
mankind, as in all times 

some must be rich, some 
poor, some high and emi-
nent in power and dignity; 
others mean and in sub-
mission.”

Williams, on the other 
hand, was more egalitarian 
and dissented from the idea 
that government should 
ever have a role in religion.

“Williams wanted a so-
ciety in which people were 
free to chose,” Haynes said.

The implications of these 
two diff erent points of view 
are active today — one place 
in particular is with reli-
gious practice in the public 
schools.

“It is an anxiety that re-
peats itself throughout his-
tory,” Haynes said.

Winthrop would argue 
that schools must refl ect our 
dependence on God. Wil-
liams would counter that 
any government support for 
religion in schools violated 
liberty of conscience.

A graduate of Harvard 
Divinity School with a 
doctorate in theology from 
Emory University, Haynes 
left academia 20 years ago 
when, after the heated cul-
ture wars of the 1980s, he 
sensed a threat to freedom 
in the practice of religion.

He wanted to get beyond 
the battles.

“Religious liberty in 
school is important,” 
Haynes said. “People have 
to learn about one another 
to live with one another. … 
Separating church and state 
does not mean separating 
religion from life or educa-
tion.”

Students have a right 
to express their faith, and 
it is up to the individual 
to choose, Haynes said. 
In founding the colony of 
Rhode Island, a community 
with a high tolerance of di-
verse religious practices, 
Williams had to put up with 
religious practice he didn’t 
like.

“Freedom of speech can 
be messy,” Haynes said. But 
while it can be messy, “it is a 
glorious mess.”

Scholar traces roots 
of First Amendment 
in Heritage Lecture

JENNIFER SHORE
Staff Writer

People need permission 
to write as much as possible, 
which means permission to 
write “a lot of crap,” James 
Armstrong said.

Armstrong, Week Two 
poet-in-residence, said peo-
ple shouldn’t stress about the 
quality of writing instead 
of the process itself, which 
should be as productive and 
happen as frequently as pos-
sible.

“Everyone who is success-
ful, I think, will bear that you 
just have to get up every day 
and face that sheet of paper 
and not expect it to be won-
derful every time you put the 
pen to paper or fi nger to key-
board,” Armstrong said.

He returns to the Writers’ 
Center at 12:15 p.m. today on 

the Alum-
ni Hall 
porch to 
help Chau-
t a u q u a n s 
connect to 
poetry and 
news.

Clara Sil-
verstein, di-

rector of the Writers’ Center, 
originally discovered Arm-
strong’s poetry when she re-
ceived one of his books as a 
gift from her son, and thought 
he seemed to be a good fi t at 
Chautauqua.

For Armstrong’s second 
visit, he will once again add 
to the morning lecture. Week 
Two’s theme is “The Lehrer 
Report: What Informed Vot-
ers Need to Know,” which 
pairs with his Brown Bag lec-
ture, “Informed Voters Need 
to Know — About Poetry.”

“The last time he was 
here, he really made an ef-
fort to have his workshop 
and his talk fi t in with every-
thing else going on at Chau-
tauqua,” Silverstein said. “I 
think he enjoys that and is re-
ally looking for ways to con-
nect, and that’s something 
we encourage.”

As a teacher at Winona 
State University in Minne-
sota, Armstrong brings more 
than 15 years of experience 
to the Writers’ Center, and he 
encourages Chautauquans 
to write as much as possible 
to improve their writing — 
something he does every 
morning with a cup of coff ee 
in one hand and a pen in the 
other.

Armstrong, who pub-
lished two collections of po-
etry — Monument in a Sum-
mer Hat and Blue Lash — will 

discuss in his lecture how 
poetry has the ability to 
teach readers and to report 
the news.

“We have to make poetry 
out of language that we swim 
in,” Armstrong said. “There 
have been times when po-
etry has a special refi ned lan-
guage that’s only for poetry, 
but I don’t think that’s what 
people want now.”

The PEN-New England 
Discovery Prize recipient 
said poetry isn’t just a refl ec-
tion of the present — it is also 
a refl ection of all time and 
deep time.

“The wonderful thing 
about poetry is it puts you 
in touch with the deepest re-
sources with language and 
culture, which has a much 
longer reach than the 24-hour 
news cycle,” Armstrong said.

Returning poet-in-residence Armstrong to 
transcend link between news and poetry

ARMSTRONG

YEMI FALODUN
Staff Writer

Nicola Melville looks to 
set the stage ablaze, which 
is something she has done in 
the past — quite literally.

“There’s this actual piece 
called ‘Piano Burning,’ and 
you set fi re to a piano,” ex-
plained Melville, who is per-
forming at the second faculty 
artist recital this year from  4 
to 5:30 p.m. today in Eliza-
beth S. Lenna Hall.  

“We brought this woman 
who conceived this piece 
to campus, so that we gave 
it some academic teeth. It 
wasn’t kind of the excitement 
of ‘Woo, let’s burn stuff !’ It 
was more like, ‘What does 
this mean?’ and ‘What are we 
trying to prove by this sort of 
thing?’ ” she said. “And you 
would be amazed by how 
many people who were upset 
by this, mostly people who 
were not really connected to 
the piano at all. Other piano 
faculty that I knew — they 
didn’t care.”

The New Zealand native is 
an associate professor at Car-
leton College in Minneapo-
lis, Minn. In 2009, Melville 
and fellow faculty rekindled 

the fl ame 
for avant-
garde com-
poser Annea 
Lockwood’s 
original per-
f o r m a n c e , 
which was 
initially in-
tended to be 
a recording 

of the piano-burning sound 
but became so much more. 
It unearthed the deep sen-
timental attachment non-
piano players have with the 
instrument.

“It’s symbolic of home 
or family. They don’t play 
piano, but there was one at 
their house or their grandma 
used to play carols on the 
piano around the holidays,” 
she said. “It’s this thing that’s 
supposed to be revered or re-
spected.”

Melville, who has known 
Chautauqua for more than 20 
years, will physically respect 
the piano this time, as her 
performance is fi lled with di-
verse classical styles.

“There is no theme, I’m 
afraid to say,” she said about 
her program, which opens 
with music from Carl Philipp 
Emmanuel Bach, whose re-

nowned father Johann Sebas-
tian Bach enriched the classi-
cal tradition.

“It’s kind of fun to play 
something that’s a little bit 
diff erent but still in a famil-
iar language,” she said.

Melville, a SAI Interna-
tional Concerto Competition 
winner, will also delve into 
pieces by French composer 
Claude-Achille Debussy.

“We have a Debussy 
theme this year for the piano 
competition, because it’s the 
bicentennial year to celebrate 
Debussy’s birth,” she said. 
“And so we’re having all the 
students play some Debussy, 
so I thought it might be nice 
to play some myself.”

But that is not the only 
reason Melville has chosen 
the great impressionist.

“I share a birthday with 
Debussy, which is always im-
portant to me,” she said.

The recital’s second half 
off ers pieces from contempo-
rary composers Gareth Farr 
and John Psathas, who hail 
from Melville’s homeland 
and attended the University 
of Victoria School of Music 
with her.

“They have both become 
the two foremost composers 

out of New Zealand,” Mel-
ville said.

Farr’s “Horizon from Ow-
hiro Bay,” is a piece that de-
scribes the coastline around 
Wellington, where he used 
to live. Psathas’ “Jettatura” 
comes from Greek mythol-
ogy about how strangers can 
cast spells by giving the “evil 
eye.” And Melville will close 
out the recital with fun, mod-
ern ragtime pieces just for 
kicks.

“I think the nice thing ev-
ery summer is that you get 
to share your music-making 
with a whole bunch of new 
students,” she said.

Melville also knows her 
performance will not be per-
fect, but she will give it every 
bit of her fi ery spirit — with-
out burning down anything.

“They understand that 
we’re human beings. And if 
they want a perfect perfor-
mance, they can go home and 
fi nd it on iTunes.”

Melville prepares recital with Kiwi fl air

MELVILLE

BEVERLY HAZEN
Staff Writer

Tom Erlandson will pres-
ent, “Chautauqua Lake: Its 
Watershed and Its People, 
A Natural and Human His-
tory” at 12:15 p.m. today at 
Smith Wilkes Hall for the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club 
Brown Bag Lecture.

The presentation will in-
clude information on the 
lake and its watershed ecol-
ogy and geology, along with 
past and present human in-
fl uences. It will also show-
case photographs of Chau-
tauqua Lake’s earlier days, 
with steamboats and grand 

hotels.
“I will 

use Power-
Point slides 
to present 
an over-
view of 
the human 
and natural 
history of 
Chautauqua 

Lake and its watershed,” Er-
landson said. “It involves the 
glacial origins of Chautau-
qua Lake and moves forward 
in time, including Native 
Americans, early settlers, the 
steamboat era and grand ho-
tels around the lake.”

He said some of his slides 
are pictures of old, colored 

postcards. Erlandson will 
answer questions following 
his lecture.

Erlandson served on the 
Chautauqua County Environ-
mental Management Council 
for about 15 years and cur-
rently serves on the Chau-
tauqua County Water Qual-
ity Task Force. He earned his 
master’s degree in entomol-
ogy and a doctorate in zool-
ogy from the University of 
Wisconsin, and taught biol-
ogy and geology courses at 
Jamestown Community Col-
lege from 1971 to 1998. This is 
the Henrietta Ord Jones Me-
morial Lecture.

BTG Brown Bag tracks lake ecology, geology

ERLANDSON

#CHQDaily



LAURENCE LÉVEILLÉ
Staff Writer

The public’s mixed opin-
ions of the Supreme Court’s 
decision on the Affordable 
Care Act exemplifies the di-
vision in today’s politics.

Only 45 percent of Ameri-
cans agreed with the deci-
sion, as opposed to 45 percent 
who disagreed with it, said 
Andrew Kohut, president of 
the Pew Research Center, at 
Monday’s morning lecture.

Despite the decision, 
Kohut said he believes the 
court’s acceptance of the bill 
will legitimize it to some de-
gree.

“What has clearly hap-
pened is that the administra-
tion and President Obama re-
ally dodged a bullet,” Kohut 
said, “because if this legisla-
tion had been overturned, it 
would have taken away one 
of his achievements — and 
the knock on Obama, even 
for people who like him, is he 
hasn’t accomplished much.”

Retired “PBS NewsHour” 
anchor Jim Lehrer hosted 
a conversation with Kohut 
during the first morning lec-
ture of Week Two, themed, 
“The Lehrer Report: What In-
formed Voters Need to Know.” 
The two discussed what the 
polls say about the Supreme 
Court’s health-care decision, 
division between parties and 
what matters most to people 
this election season.

The reason for mixed 
opinion about the Affordable 
Care Act is partially because 
people do not understand it. 
When people are asked about 
how much they have paid 
attention to it or how much 
they know, Kohut said, they 
admit they know little.

Those who say they know 
the most about it are the most 
critical, Kohut said. But it is 
unclear whether their knowl-
edge is because they want to 
know about the bill or if it re-
flects that they have a better 
sense of what it shows than 
those who haven’t paid atten-
tion, he said.

Specific aspects of the leg-
islation stand out, such as 
children staying on their par-
ents’ health insurance until 
they are 26 and forbidding 
insurance companies from 
excluding potential buyers 
based on pre-existing health 
conditions. But people are 
concerned about the indi-
vidual mandate — which re-
quires everyone either to buy 
insurance or to pay a fine — 
and the government’s role in 
people’s lives, Kohut said.

In 2002, about 60 percent 
of people surveyed said the 
government has a responsi-
bility to make sure everyone 
in the country is covered by 
health insurance. That num-

ber has dropped to about 50 
percent, Kohut said.

“That reflects the growing 
concern that we have in this 
country, especially among 
Republicans, about the role 
of government in health care 
and many other aspects of 
life,” he said.

But to repeal the bill, as 
House Speaker John Boehner 
has vowed to do, will be a 
difficult task, Kohut said.

The division gap between 
Republicans and Democrats 
has increased from 10 per-
cent to 18 percent in the last 
eight years, Kohut said. Of 
registered voters surveyed, 
32 percent are Democrats, a 
4 percent decrease from four 
years ago; 24 percent are Re-
publicans, one of the lowest 
numbers for the party; and 
38 percent are independents, 
a 75-year-high percentage, 
Kohut said.

“Political polarization in 
terms of values is not only 
in Washington,” Kohut said. 
“It’s all around the country.”

Kohut said moderate Re-
publicans and moderate 
Democrats have not gone 
away. But rather than call-
ing themselves “moderate,” 
many of them now refer to 
themselves as Independents 
who lean in one direction or 
the other.

It is important to know 
that Independents deter-
mined who won the last four 
elections, Kohut said. They 
voted for President George 
W. Bush in 2004, for Demo-
crats in the 2006 congressio-
nal elections, for President 

Barack Obama in 2008 and 
for Republicans in the 2010 
congressional elections.

This year, there is a sizable 
amount of Independents who 
have not made up their minds. 
Right now, they lean toward 
presumptive GOP nominee 
Mitt Romney but are not yet 
committed, Kohut said.

Second-term elections are 
referendums of what is hap-
pening at the time, Kohut 
said.

“On that basis, the pub-
lic is thumbs-down on the 
times,” he said.

Fewer than about 28 per-
cent say conditions are good, 
and most people think con-
ditions are bad, Kohut said. 
Only 8 percent of people 
rate the national economy as 
good, he said.

“The Republicans should 
be way ahead of the Demo-
crats because people are 
unhappy,” Kohut said, “and 
if they follow the pattern, 
they’ll vote for change.”

But people are not drawn 
to the Republican side be-
cause they do not find Rom-
ney to be trustworthy, Kohut 
said. Romney has a 40 percent 
favorable rating compared to 
other presidential candidates 
at this stage, who normally 
are in the 50-percent range 
whether they win or lose.

The No. 1 concern for vot-
ers is the economy, followed 
by unemployment. During 
the campaign, Obama will 
have to focus on how he will 
reduce unemployment, while 
Romney must show people 
he can do something about 

the issue, Lehrer said.
“That is the crux of the 

preference patterns that we 
see right now,” Kohut said

Obama wins all the per-
sonal evaluations, Kohut 
said, but Romney wins by a 
49-to-41-percent margin as 
the candidate who can best 
improve economic condi-
tions.

Although people know 
Romney is capable of im-
proving the economy, they 
do not trust him.

“The levels of distrust of 
Romney are very high,” Ko-
hut said. “People don’t think 
he connects to Americans, 
they don’t think he’s willing 
to take on the popular stand, 
they don’t rate him particu-
larly highly as honest and 
truthful.”

Despite people’s unhap-
piness with Obama’s per-
formance, regarding the 
economy and lack of jobs, 
the election will likely come 
down to the “Whom do you 
trust?” question.

Polls show that the pub-
lic is more comfortable with 
Obama on most personal di-
mensions, Kohut said.

“When it comes to under-
standing your problems, to 
being consistent, position on 
issues, sharing your values, 
it’s Obama, Obama, Obama 
over Romney.” he said. “Peo-
ple worry about what kind of 
person Romney is.”

Kohut said the current sit-
uation is similar to 1980, when 
people were unhappy and 
Jimmy Carter hung in against 
Ronald Reagan until the last 

debate before the election.
Kohut does not predict 

that is what will happen to 
Romney, but he said the de-
bates would be important 
during the election.

“When these men get up 
side by side and people make 
judgments about the two 
of them,” Kohut said, “will 
Obama continue to have such 
a personal advantage over 
Romney? Right now, it exists, 
and that’s why he’s ahead.”

Editor’s note: This Q&A has been 
edited for clarity and length.

Q You didn’t get into 
questions about money, 

really — I’m curious, Andy, 
you talk a lot about opinions. 
I’m less interested in what 
people’s opinions are about 
the amount of money that’s 
spent on campaigns than 
whether or not you know if 
that expenditure causes their 
opinions. Are there studies 
that you’ve done that tell you 
the success or failure of the 
amount of money spent on 
advertising in campaigns?

AAK: Certainly there’s ample 
evidence in the past prima-

ry season that the advertising 
campaigns of Romney, and ini-
tially Gingrich, were highly suc-
cessful in changing attitudes 
of an electorate that was very 
equivocal. On the other hand, 
and I’m not going to name any 
names here, there have been 
many potential candidates who 
have spent fortunes trying to 
get elected, and money alone 
and advertising alone doesn’t 
guarantee victory. All things 
being equal, when candidates 
have potential, in heated races, 
advertising matters, and it cer-
tainly mattered in the Republi-
can primary season.

Q Jim, this is a question 
about your opinion. 

How much does media bias 
contribute to the current po-
larization of our government 
and country?

A JL: There is media bias. 
Some of it’s very open 

now, particularly on some of 
the cable television networks, 
and this is the new world order. 
There used to be very limited 
access points for information 
and opinion. Now there are 
hundreds, if not thousands, and 
some of them are very biased. 
In terms of the major news 
organizations — and I don’t 
mean just big ones like The 
New York Times, Washington 
Post, Wall Street Journal, NBC, 
CBS, et cetera — but major 
news organizations regionally, 
based on my experience, are 
still pretty straight. They are 
hurting for resources, some 
of their reporting is not of the 
quality and scope that it used 
to be, but they have not been 
inflicted generally. I don’t think 
the major, what I would call 
mainstream media, whatever 
level it is, has been completely 
— there have been elements of 
it — but has been completely 
inflicted by media bias. What 
you need to do, as a consumer 
— and we’re all consumers of 
news of various kinds — you 
just have to know the source. 
You just have to be a little more 
diligent, find out: “Where did 
that come from? Who is that 
wah-wah who said that, and 
what’s the source?” Go back — 
it’s all available electronically, if 
not otherwise. As a consumer 
of the news, the person in 
America who wants to be in-
formed just has to work a little 
harder. In terms of the influence 
of that bias — bias is a pejora-
tive term obviously — let’s say 
Fox on one side and MSNBC 
on the other, just to use two 
examples off the top of my 
head artificially. What they are 
mostly doing is preaching to 
people they already agree with. 
In other words, they are not 
converting. They are not like 
evangelists asking people to 
come to the front of the stage 
and say, “Be a Democrat,” “Be 
a Republican.” They’re only 
speaking to each other. And 
what influence they’re having 
outside their own little boxes, I 
don’t honestly know. What do 
you think?

AK: We ask people about 
where they go for news, and 
whether they read The New 
York Times or listen to the 
“NBC Nightly News,” or go 
onto Hannity or any of the talk 
shows on MSNBC, and we 
found that what people tell us 
is that when they’re interested 
in information and news, they 
go to mainstream news orga-
nizations. But when we asked 
them, “Well, why do you go to 
the MSNBC shows or the Fox 
News show?” they say they go 
because they like the interest-
ing commentary. In short, many 
of the most politicized people 
go there for their dose of polar-
ization.

JL: And for some people, 
shouting is entertainment. But 
it shouldn’t be confused with 
journalism.

AK: For many people in the 
middle, they’re not making that 
distinction. And that creates an 
increasing view that the news 
media is politically biased.

JL: I said to somebody the 
other day, just as a short 
measurement of whether or not 
you’re hearing journalism, just 
check the volume out. If you’re 
above a certain level, that ain’t 
journalism. 

—Transcribed by  
Joanna Hamer
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L E C T U R E

LAUREN ROCK | Staff Photographer

Retired “PBS NewsHour” anchor Jim Lehrer and Pew Research Center President Andrew Kohut discuss recent public opinion polls, and 
what they mean or might mean, Monday morning in the Amphitheater.

Kohut, Lehrer take the pulse of the American voter
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R E L I G I O N

On Monday, the Rev. Buzz Thomas asked, “How do 
we become ‘exceptional’ in the biblical sense of that 
word?” and discussed barriers to national improve-

ment, particularly a collective emphasis on belief over behavior.
Thomas continued his turn as Week Two’s chaplain with 

his sermon “Elevating Belief Over Behavior: How the Reli-
gion of Jesus Became the Religion about Jesus.” The Scrip-
ture reading was James 2:14-26.

“I want to make sure you understand I’m not talking 
about partisan politics. I’m not talking about churches 
endorsing candidates or taking up money for candidates,” 
Thomas said. “That’s not good for our churches and that’s 
not good for our government.

“I’m talking about something far more important than 
partisan politics. I’m talking about churches doing things. I’m 
talking about us collectively addressing problems that face 
our nation, rather than sitting back and wringing our hands 
and waiting on Washington to lead us out of the morass.”

Before discussing development, Thomas spoke about 
barriers to that development. First, the barrier of negativity 
prevents religious communities from promoting their vision 
in favor of what they stand against. Second, elevating belief 
over behavior has turned “Christianity into a head-trip.”

“Take a close look at American Christianity today, and you 
can’t help but notice we are fi xated on what people believe,” 
he said. “In fact, Christianity may be the only religion that 
cares more about what you believe than how you behave.

“Denominational battles are fought over the language 
we use to describe the Bible. Just as an aside, I ask you this 
morning: Who has the higher view of Scripture, the person 

who is willing to say the biggest adjective about it, or the 
person who has incorporated scripture into his or her life?”

Jesus emphasized behavior over belief. In the story of 
Zacchaeus, Jesus’ infl uence caused Zaccheaus to donate 
half of his income to the poor and to pay back those whom 
he cheated. After sharing the story of the Good Samaritan, 
Jesus tells his listener to “go and do likewise.”

“Jesus believes that people do what they actually believe 
and the rest is just pious talk,” Thomas said. “Somewhere 
between Calvary and the Crystal Cathedral, I think Christi-
anity has gotten off track.”

Martin Luther and St. Paul championed belief alone as the 
path to salvation, he said.

“But for Luther and St. Paul, the revelation about the 
importance of faith came after years of pursuing righteous 
living. These men strove for moral perfection only to realize 
that it’s impossible to attain, and more importantly, that God 
does not require it,” Thomas said.

“They came to the sobering conclusion — pardon my 

French — that we are all bastards, but to the joyful (conclu-
sion) that God loves us anyway. This shift in emphasis, from 
ethical behavior to proper belief, explains a lot about 21st 
century Christianity. How we can drive luxury cars while 
some people ride the bus … or why we can live in gated 
communities while some people live on the street.

“Jesus taught his followers to renounce all that they have 
and share with those in need, but why worry about any of that 
stuff when all that really matters is belief?” Thomas asked.

He quoted Acts 4:32-34, which says “there was not one 
needy person among them,” because everyone collaborated 
to sell their possessions and give to the poor.

Thomas lauded the Christians in fi rst-century Rome, 
who stood up to their oppressors while demonstrating their 
beliefs in concrete ways, such as fasting one day a week and 
giving their uneaten food to the hungry.

“If America’s faith communities are serious about our mis-
sion to transform the world into a more just and loving place, 
perhaps the key lies here,” Thomas said. “Until then, people 
might continue asking, as Gandhi famously did (of) the Brit-
ish, ‘How is it that you Christians are so unlike your Christ?’ ”

The Rev. Joan Brown Campbell presided. The Rev. George 
Worth read the scripture. Worth is Week Two liturgist and 
senior pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, Ga. 
He is a graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary and 
serves on its board of trustees. The Motet Choir provided 
sacred music; the anthem was “May Jesus Christ be Praised” 
by Lloyd Larson. Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship and 
sacred music coordinator, led the choir.

COLUMN BY EMILY PERPER

Morning Worship

Thomas challenges tendency of ‘belief over behavior’

ABRAHAMIC PROGRAM FOR 
YOUNG ADULTS

APYA will host a porch 
chat at 8 p.m. tonight on Pas-
tor Paul’s porch across from 
Hurlbut Church.

At 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
on the CLSC Alumni Porch, 
APYA will explore God’s role 
in suffering. Kate Simmons 
from Teens Knitting for Peace 
will teach a new skill.

BAPTIST HOUSE

Tom, Shirley, Nancy and 
John Garth present a vocal 
and piano concert at the 3:15 
p.m. social hour. Members 
of Crossroads Community 
Baptist Church, Erie, Pa., 
provide refreshments.

CHAUTAUQUA CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITY

Daily Mass is at 8:45 a.m. 
weekdays in the Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
The social hour is at 3:15 p.m. 
today in the Catholic House. 
Hostesses are chairpersons 
Cheri Anderson and Claire 
Trubits, assisted by Diana 
Ward, Elizabeth Schmitz, 
Tammy Gottschling and 
Joyce Mallare.

CHAUTAUQUA DIALOGUES

Chautauqua Dialogues is 
a new multi-venue, small-
group-facilitated discussion 
program sponsored by the 
Department of Religion. Each 
week’s conversation will be 
based on the 2 p.m. Interfaith 
Lecture theme. Two conver-
sations are held from 3:30 to 
5 p.m. Friday at locations to 

be assigned at time of regis-
tration. The fi rst conversation 
covers topic discussion and 
expressing the opinions, be-
liefs and values stimulated 
by the week’s lectures.

The second is the meta-
conversation, which exam-
ines how to communicate 
with others who hold differ-
ent opinions, beliefs or val-
ues. It is in the second con-
versation that participants 
will explore how people talk 
to one another and the ways 
in which conversational style 
can affect bridging religious, 
cultural or political differ-
ences. Groups are limited 
in size. Sign-ups will take 
place after the 2 p.m. lecture 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday outside of the Hall 
of Philosophy.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE HOUSE

The afternoon social is 
3:15 p.m. today in the Chris-
tian Science House. Testi-
mony meetings are at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Christian 
Science House.

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

George Wolfe, coordinator 
of outreach programs for the 
Center for Peace and Confl ict 
Studies at Ball State University, 
presents “The Good Samari-
tan as Peace Activist” at the 
3:15 p.m. social hour today in 
the Disciples of Christ house.

The social hour opens 
with a performance of the 
Ball State Wind Ensemble, 
comprised of Wolfe’s stu-
dents. They include Amanda 

Fratangeli, Cecily Trehune 
and Rachael Queen. Friends 
from Grove Street Christian 
Church (DOC) in Tonawanda 
host, led by Florence Wilson.

Wolfe discusses how un-
til now, the message of the 
Good Samaritan parable has 
been missed. His message 
emphasizes placing common 
humanity over individual or 
collective grievances and asks 
people to reach outside their 
strict adherence to religious 
law. His book, The Spiritual 
Power of Nonviolence: Interfaith 
Understanding for a Future with-
out War, has been endorsed by 
Arun Ghandi, Bishop William 
E. Swing and University of 
California, Berkeley, profes-
sor Michael Nagler. In 2004, 
political commentator David 
Horowitz listed Wolfe as “one 
of the 101 most dangerous aca-
demics in America.”

ECUMENICAL COMMUNITY OF 
CHAUTAUQUA

ECOC will provide cook-
ies and lemonade at 3:15 

p.m. today in front of the 
Shaw building.

EPISCOPAL CHAPEL OF THE 
GOOD SHEPHERD

Holy Eucharist is celebrat-
ed at 7:45 a.m. weekdays in 
the Chapel.

EPISCOPAL COTTAGE

Meet Father Jim and Joan 
Jones at 3:15 p.m. tea today in 
the Episcopal Cottage. Father 
Jones leads a Bible study at 8:30 
a.m. Wednesday at the Cottage.

HEBREW CONGREGATION

An hour of conversation 
and social discourse is at 3:15 
p.m. today in the Everett Jew-
ish Life Center, 36 Massey.

LUTHERAN HOUSE

The Lutheran House’s so-
cial hour is at 3:15 p.m. today. 
Women from St. Paul’s Lu-
theran and St. John Lutheran 
Churches both from Erie, Pa., 
will host the event.

Mary Smaligo and her 

daughter Beth provide our 
music. Mary received a Master 
of Sacred Music degree from 
Duquesne University. She is 
organist and choir director at 
a church in Ligonier, Pa.

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

The devotional service 
scheduled for 7 p.m. in the 
United Church of Christ 
Chapel has been cancelled.

PRESBYTERIAN HOUSE

A coffee hour between 
morning worship and the 
morning lecture is each week-
day at the Presbyterian House.

SERVICE OF BLESSING AND 
HEALING

Sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Religion, the Ser-
vice of Blessing and Healing 
takes place at 10:15 a.m. every 
weekday in the Randell Cha-
pel of the United Church of 
Christ headquarters.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

The Unitarian Universal-
ists’ tea is at 3:15 p.m. today 
in the Unitarian-Universalist 
House at 6 Bliss.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

The Rev. Bob Molsberry 
will be at the 3:15 p.m. social 
hour today in the UCC Head-
quarters House.

UNITED METHODIST

Coffee is weekdays between 
morning worship and the 10:45 
a.m. lecture on the United 
Methodist House porch.

The chaplain’s chat is at 
noon today on the porch of 
the United Methodist House. 
The. Rev. Tom Parkinson 
leads a discussion on how the 
church can be a social witness 
in the 21st century in the U.S.

The social hour is at 3:15 
p.m. today on the porch. Mem-
bers of Bemus Point United 
Methodist Church host.

The Rev. J. Paul Womack 
of Hurlbut Church continues 
a Bible study on “The Com-
passionate Christ: Chapters 
in the Life of Jesus” at 7 p.m. 
this evening at the United 
Methodist House. The study 
is sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Religion.

UNITY OF CHAUTAUQUA

Unity holds a morning 
meditation 8–8:30 a.m. week-
days in the Hall of Missions.

COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE

Interfaith News
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T H E A T E R  /  L I T E R A R Y  A R T S

Also try our fresh baked pastries, croissants, 
great soups, exciting salads, artisan  
tartines & sandwiches, fresh baked cookies 
and wonderful desserts.

In the Post Office building on Bestor Plaza

Private Roast Coffee

F E A T U R I N G 
H O M E M A D E
CRÈME BRÛLÉE

Sun.-Thurs. 7:30am to 7pm
Fri. & Sat. 7:30am to 8pm

JESSIE CADLE
Staff Writer

A couch is not just a couch 
to Props Master Vicki Ayers.

Dressed in paint-splat-
tered clothes, Ayers recalled 
her days spent reupholster-
ing the couch so it would 
match the Georgian and Co-
lonial look of The Philadelphia 
Story. It now sits completed 
on stage.

“What I like most are the 
individual little jobs … like 
the couch,” Ayers said. “It 
was a hard job, but I love be-
ing able to take something 
that looks absolutely crappy, 
put a couple of days’ work 
into it, and then … I get to 
say, ‘I did that.’ ”

The props for Chautauqua 
Theater Company’s The Phila-

delphia Story are one of many 
design elements on display 
during the Behind-the-
Scenes tour at 1 p.m. today in 
Bratton Theater. Production 
Manager Katie McCreary, 
with her production team 
and a few of the design fel-
lows of CTC’s conservatory, 
will be on hand to answer 
questions about the show’s 
production.

The tour will give a brief 
history of Bratton Theater, 
followed by an overview of 
the design aspects of The 
Philadelphia Story, which 
plays today at 4 p.m. and 
runs through July 8.

“I think it’ll be neat to see 
people who have already 
seen the show come and get a 
glimpse backstage,” McCrea-
ry said. “And also, it’s a really 

lovely preview for those who 
have tickets  … to know what 
to look for and what to look 
forward to.”

Though the most fragile 
pieces will not be on display, 
tour-goers may wander the 
set as they wish. Ayers, now 
in her third year at CTC, and 
her four- to five-person team, 
create all the props for each 
production in their on-site 
prop shop.

The props are everything 
the actors physically touch, 
such as The Philadelphia Sto-
ry’s champagne bottle and its 
grand piano. Once Ayers has 
read the script and consult-
ed the designer, she makes 
a preliminary prop list and 
begins researching how to 
make the props.

“Once we get information 
from the designer, we start-
ed begging, borrowing and 
stealing for our props,” she 
said.

The Friends of Chautau-
qua Theater Company, a 
600-member CTC support 
group, give what they can, 
the prop shop is turned in-
side-out and then begins to 
make phone calls.

For a show such as The 
Philadelphia Story, every prop 
must fit a certain time period 
and requires extensive re-
search. For furniture, Ayers 
and others must decide 
whether a piece fits the time 

period of the play or whether 
the play’s family has inherit-
ed it from earlier generations.

“The theater company 
here as a whole appreciates 
the amount of time and ef-
fort that you put into things,” 
Ayers said. “Other summer 
companies treat you like in-
dentured servants.”

It is CTC’s community 
that drew Assistant Props 
Master Mara Westerling, 
now in her fourth season 
here, to return.

“It’s a very involved com-
pany, and that’s what I love 
about theater … we all cre-
ate something together,” she 
said. “So you make all these 
friendships, but they really 

challenge you and push you 
to be the best you can be.”

Ayers is prop master for 
CTC’s three full-scale pro-
ductions. Westerling assists 
her on all three and serves as 
props master for each of the 
two New Play Workshops. 
For the first play, Everything 
is Ours, Westerling must fig-
ure out how to make three 
bottled ships. 

“What I like about Chau-
tauqua is it makes me want 
to do good work,” she said. 
“I don’t like letting down the 
directors or the designers. 
You push yourself … and the 
results are amazing.”

Each prop on The Philadel-
phia Story stage took hours 
to make or to find. A special 
discovery for the show is its 
grand piano, which the prop 
shop received for free. The 
shop transported, glossed, 
reconstructed it and found a 
piano bench to match.

“It’s a constant battle. You 
never have enough time. You 
never have enough money. 
We spend 50 percent of our 
time trying to find some-
thing for free,” Ayers said. 
“So then we can spend the 
money where we could take 
something shabby and make 
it sparkle.”

JENNIFER SHORE
Staff Writer

Rodney Lay spent the 
majority of his life without 
poetry.

The England-born engi-
neer’s work ethic kept him 
focused, and his family 
kept him busy. After hear-
ing about Chautauqua from 
friends at church, Rodney, 
his wife, Meg, and their 
three children spent a week 
at Chautauqua — a trip 
that eventually led to more 
weeks and a buying a home 
on Ames with friends.

After Rodney retired 
from more than 35 years as 
an electrical engineer, he 
had time to take classes and 
to explore the grounds.

“He had a real desire to 
not have lived an empty 
life,” Meg said. “He would 
go to everything at Chau-
tauqua. I would get tired 
just looking at him.”

Rodney began to study 
literary arts, and after tak-
ing a few poetry and prose 
classes, he became excited 
and began to write.

At the time, the Writ-
ers’ Center was not part of 
Chautauqua, so Chautau-

quans Paul and Mary Jean 
Irion agreed to house the 
writers each week at no cost. 
And when Mary Jean want-
ed to retire, they thought 
they would lose their place 
to stay.

“Rodney decided that 
the answer to their prob-
lems was that Chautauqua 
needed to take responsibil-
ity for the Writers’ Center,” 
Meg said.

He was instrumental in 
bringing the Writers’ Center 
to the Institution, said Mary 
Anne Morefield, former 
president of the Chautau-
qua Literary Arts Friends 
and friend to Rodney and 
Meg. He served a seven-
year term as president and 
initiated the literary journal 
Chautauqua.

Rodney published two 
poetry books — Internal 
Weather and Together — and 
at the 2011 Chautauqua 
Writers’ Festival, he dis-
cussed self-publishing. In-
stead of selling his work, 
he gave it away because he 
wanted people to read his 
writing.

He inspired longtime 
Chautauquan KeeKee Mi-

nor to plan to do the same 
when she publishes her 
memoir.

“I think he was very far-
sighted,” Minor said. “He 
was a quality person with a 
very good sense of humor, 
and when he explained 
something wrapped up in 
all of this humor, he made 
very poignant points about 
various subjects.”

Together, his most recent 
collection of poetry, is or-
ganized by the decades and 
years he spent with his wife. 
Pictures of Meg’s paintings 
are also in the book, and it is 
a way for Meg to remember 
all the times they shared.

Although they met in 
early adolescence in Eng-
land, they didn’t end up 
getting together until their 
late teens. They married in 
1961 and moved to the Unit-
ed States in 1967 with their 
children.

“I used to, I still do, cry 
about the fact that when 
you lose your spouse, par-
ticularly one you’ve known 
since you were 12, you’re 
losing a lot of your history, 
and you can’t share that 
with too many people,” Meg 

said. “He was the one who 
carried all the things we 
used to laugh about, and to 
have the poems is a wonder-
ful way of remembering.”

Meg and Rodney spent 
their years together as best 
friends who shared love 
and laughter, and many fel-
low Chautauquans describe 
Rodney by his witty humor.

Rodney was usually seen 
wearing a white, floppy hat 
while biking around the 
grounds, and his bicycle is 
a smile-inducing memory 
for Meg. He bought the “20-
buck flea market bike” and 
was adamant no one would 
steal it because it looked 
awful.

Meg said her husband, 
who died on April 25 after 
a long battle with multiple 
myeloma, was at his best 
in social situations and was 
“quite a ham” when speak-
ing in public.

There will be a remem-
brance with readings of 
his work at 4:30 p.m. today 
on the Alumni Hall porch, 
which brings his life and 
dedication to the Writers’ 
Center full circle.

“I remember Rodney 

standing up and introduc-
ing programs for the Lit-
erary Arts Center on the 
porch,” Morefield said. 
“That’s where Meg wanted 
it.”

Meg considers Chautau-
qua to be a “healing place” 
but said it is difficult to be 
back at a place filled with 
memories without Rodney.

At the gathering today, 

she will read two of his po-
ems from Together.

“We had so much time 
together, and I’m so grate-
ful for that,” Meg said. “The 
bad thing is you wonder 
how life will go on, but I 
wouldn’t want my life to be 
lessened because he’s gone 
— that would be very un-
grateful for the time we had 
together.”

CTC’s prop shop to show how they ‘make shabby things sparkle’

Chautauqua literary community remembers Rodney Lay

ERIC SHEA  |  Staff Photographer

C.K. Dexter Haven (Dave Quay) converses with Tracy Lord (Carolyn 
Holding) on her wedding day. Props on display include the chairs 
and the flower arrangements.

THIS COULD BE COMPLETE
By Rodney Lay

The affectionate sun floods
past French Toile drapes

framing the red fall dogwood
leaves beyond my porch.

Proud deep-furrowed bark
way past its prime.

Long slow closing chords
amazing in their power to grace.

Another room
my love moves gently.

Contentment shrouds
the light shadows. In my fall

I recognize
this could be complete.

Rodney Lay will be 
remembered at a 
gathering at 4:30 p.m. 
today on the the porch 
of Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall.

LAY
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P H I L A N T H R O P Y

Keyser’s musical confection to benefit Scholarship Fund
LORI HUMPHREYS
Staff Writer

Chautauquan Dr. Herb Key-
ser’s fame precedes him.

His name is synonymous with 
the luscious lemon tart he bakes 
and sells every season to support 
the Institution. This summer, he 
blends his baritone voice, story-
telling skills and love of American 
musical theater to create a musical 
confection that will support the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club Schol-
arship Fund.

At 7:30 p.m. July 15 in Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall, Keyser and singer 
Bett Butler will present “The Life 
and Music of Stephen Sondheim 
and Andrew Lloyd Webber AND 
A Taste of Chocolate.” 

Keyser’s role July 15 includes 
storyteller and singer. He created 
the persona nine years ago when 
he retired after 50 years practic-
ing medicine in New York City 
and San Antonio, Texas. Unwill-
ing to sit on his porch and rock, he 
pursued and created a successful 
career entertaining on the Crystal, 

Silversea, Seabourn and Cunard 
cruise lines. 

Keyser and Butler will also 
appear this year at the Josephine 
Theatre in San Antonio, the Cen-
ter for the Arts of Bonita Springs, 
the Lifelong Learning Society at 
Florida Atlantic University at Ju-
piter.

His wife, Barbara, asked “Why 
now?” when he announced his 
plans. 

“My answer was, ‘If not now, 
when?’” said Keyser, who was 70 
at the time. 

He had abandoned his youth-
ful desire to be a song-and-dance 
man and became an OB-GYN. 
Seventy was the perfect age to 
begin a new career, reinterpret-
ing a younger man’s dream.

“When I was a teenager, I was 
going to be the greatest star in 
the history of Broadway,” he said.

Keyser won’t abandon the role 
of baker, either. His chocolate 
cookies and lemonade will bridge 
the two-act musical evening. The 
first showcases Sondheim’s life 

and music; the second, Lloyd Web-
ber’s. 

“I tell the composer’s story, 
based on my book, Geniuses of the 
American Musical Theater — The 
Composers and Lyricists, and sing 
a bit,” he said. “Bett, a soprano, 
plays the piano and sings 90 per-
cent of the songs. It’s a multime-
dia production including film 
clips.”

Though Keyser designed the 
performance, Butler — pianist, 
vocalist and songwriter — is the 
team’s musical director. Her voice 
has been described as a combina-
tion of Ella Fitzgerald and Billie 
Holiday. Her latest album, Ameri-
can Sampler, is an iTunes No. 1 and 
her composition “When Love Has 
Left the Room” won first place in 
the 2006 International Songwrit-
ing Competition.

Butler will open the show with 
Lloyd Webber’s “As If We Never 
Said Goodbye.” A potpourri of 
Sondheim and Lloyd Webber 
songs including “Send in the 
Clowns,” “Anyone Can Whistle” 

and “Tell Me On A Sunday” will 
follow. Keyser and Butler will 
also perform songs from the 
composers’ familiar musicals, 
including Phantom of the Opera, 
Jesus Christ Superstar, West Side 
Story and Gypsy. 

If “Chautauquan” defines 
those with daredevil intellects 
who are unafraid to learn, to do, 
to become, then Keyser is a Chau-
tauquan to the bone. A physician, 
author and entertainer, he exem-
plifies a man who has lived and is 
still living life con brio.

Or, as he said, “I have a fabu-
lous life!” 

CWC member Edith Sklar 
said the show offers an intimate 
look into the composers’ lives. 

“The Life and Music of Ste-
phen Sondheim and Andrew 
Lloyd Webber AND A Taste of 
Chocolate” promises to be an ex-
citing performance. Tickets for 
the performance are $50 and are 
available at the CWC Clubhouse. 
For reservations and information, 
call the CWC at 716-357-9225.

LAUREN ROCK | Staff Photographer

Herb Keyser performs with singer Bett Butler July 
15 in a fundraiser, featuring some of his summer 
treats, to benefit the Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.

SYDNEY MALTESE
Staff Writer

This season, the Family 
Entertainment Series Com-
munity Appreciation Tues-
day Nights are sponsored 
by a company that feels giv-
ing back to its community 
should be just as emphasized 
as business integrity.

DFT Communications, a 
local telecommunication or-
ganization, is sponsoring all 
Tuesday night Family Enter-
tainment in Smith Wilkes 
and Elizabeth S. Lenna halls 
this summer.

“This is our first year that 
we’re doing this on the In-
stitution grounds,” said Dan 
Siracuse, marketing and pub-
lic relations manager.

Ellen Ditonto, DFT’s direc-
tor of sales, had originally 
spoken with Megan Sorenson, 
assistant director of the Chau-
tauqua Fund, Siracuse said. 
He and Ditonto then brought 
the proposal to the president 

and COO of the company.
Mark Maytum, president 

and COO of DFT Communi-
cations, said he thought the 
sponsorship would fit the or-
ganization.

“DFT Communications is 
proud to sponsor such quality 
programming as the Family 
Entertainment Series at Chau-
tauqua Institution,” Maytum 
said. “I would encourage all 
families to attend one or all of 
these entertainment events in 
an amazing location such as 
Chautauqua Institution.”

DFT’s employee caring 
program raises funds to dis-
tribute to local nonprofits. 
Employees get the chance to 
participate in casual Fridays 
if they make a charitable do-
nation. Employee caring is 
all a part of DFT’s effort to 
make Chautauqua County a 
beautiful and thriving place 
to live and work.

“DFT is very proactive in 
this type of sponsorship,” Sir-
acuse said. “We just feel very 

strongly that we continue to 
give back to the community, 
and we do various things, 
from family-type things to 
adult concerts. We really try 
to promote the family and 
entertainment and commu-
nity involvement.”

In the past, DFT has also 
made charitable contribu-
tions to St. Elizabeth Ann Se-
ton Food Pantry, Chautauqua 
County Rural Ministry, the 
Gowanda Food Pantry, the 
Silver Creek Food Pantry, the 
Fredonia Telecommunications 
Museum, The Salvation Army 
and Boy Scouts of America.

Most of the organizations 
DFT sponsors or donates to 
come from employee recom-
mendations. Employees may 
encourage DFT to donate to 
specific organizations.

“This is a natural niche for 
us,” Siracuse said.

The family-oriented shows 
DFT will sponsor are “The Giz-
mo Guys” on July 3; “Doktor 
Kaboom!” on July 10; “Hobey 

Ford: ‘Animalia’ ” on July 24; 
“A Family Concert with the 
Ibis Ensemble” on July 31; and 
“Chautauqua Regional Youth 
Ballet” on Aug. 14.

Although this is DFT’s first 
Family Entertainment spon-
sorship, it is not their first in-
teraction with the Institution.

“DFT currently has a 
large presence at Chautau-
qua Institution with secu-
rity services and is looking 
to increase that presence,” 
Ditonto said. “Additionally, 
DFT has installed fiber-based 
services throughout Chau-
tauqua Institution’s admin-
istration and has increased 
Internet access throughout 
the Institution. DFT has been 
very pleased to partner with 
Chautauqua Institution on so 
many of these initiatives.”

Patrons from the commu-
nity may request a free pass at 
the Main Gate Welcome Cen-
ter will-call window to attend 
the Family Entertainment Se-
ries events and performances.

DFT expands community support through 
Family Entertainment Series sponsorship

SYDNEY MALTESE
Staff Writer

The Glenn and Ruth 
Mengle Foundation will 
co-sponsor today’s morn-
ing lecture featuring retired 
news anchor Jim Lehrer and 
political strategists Whit 
Ayres and Donna Brazile in 
the Amphitheater.

D. Edward Chaplin, 
vice president trust officer 
acting for the trustee First 
Commonwealth Bank, 
said the foundation choos-
es to sponsor programs 
that are captivating and 
thought-provoking.

“We take a look at what 
seems to be timely and ap-
propriate,” Chaplin said. 
“This was one we thought 
would be interesting and 
something worthwhile for 
the foundation to sponsor.”

He and his wife, Polly, 
have the opportunity to 
lunch with the speakers 

they sponsor at the Ath-
enaeum Hotel after the lec-
ture. They plan to discuss 
topics addressed during 
the morning conversations 
and to ask the strategists as 
many questions as they can.

Chaplin expects Leh-
rer’s discussion to touch on 
timely topics.

“I’m sure it will be of in-
terest. It’s pretty close to 
when the health care deci-
sion (came) down, so I’m sure 
that’ll be something they’ll 
talk about,” Chaplin said.

Sponsoring opportuni-
ties to educate and engage 
audiences is nothing new 
for the Mengle Foundation, 
which values the dissemi-
nation of information to 
the public.

“In the past, we’ve also 
sponsored political forums 
or discussions,” Chaplin said. 
“It’s just one of many speaker 
programs we thought was 
very interesting.”

Mengle Foundation  
co-sponsors morning 
Amp conversation
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V I S U A L  A R T S

ANTHONY BANNON
Guest Reviewer

“The world has come un-
done,” claims the 55th Chau-
tauqua Annual Exhibition of 
Contemporary Art.

Paintings are topsy-turvy; 
grass submits to an unearthly 
force and ends up above the 
sky; the Pope on his throne 
rides in the sky, above the 
clouds, laughing like crazy; 
and, most miraculous of all, 
children’s books take flight and 
soar off the shelf and across the 
wall, up and away, their pages 
becoming birds in flight.

No joke.
That is art the way it is sup-

posed to be: full of challenge 
and alarm but providing the 

safety valve of surprise and 
delight, inspiration and idea.

The exhibition was selected 
by Kim Levin, an artist, critic 
and curator who is president 
honoraire of the International 
Association of Art Critics and 
was once art writer for The 
Village Voice. She found the 
toughest-minded 20 works by 
15 artists out of close to 500 
submitted. It is the best of the 
annual shows that I can recall.

Maybe it will be upsetting.
At least it will amaze.
For example, the top prize 

Bellinger Memorial Award-
winning piece (to Karen 
Niemczyk of Greensboro, 
N.C.) declares the troubling 
complexity of a techno-savvy, 
out of control, beautiful world. 
It is made of wires and sen-
sors and fake flowers. Down 
the center of a tangle of copper 
wires runs a column of LED 
lights that twinkle nervously 
when someone approaches. 
How charming; how sinister.

The spindly, spidery cop-
per-wired thing stretches out 
like rhizomes 10 feet tall and 
eight feet around. The LED 
lights at the sculpture’s cen-
ter outline a shape suggest-
ing a strand of DNA, and the 
genome lights blink eagerly 
in response to the heat of liv-
ing things passing nearby.

Then, at the end of each 
rhizome, the artist fastens a 
fake, black rose, which issues 
a red light, blinking in Morse 
code some terrible screeds the 
artist says were once spoken 
by public figures about wom-
en and animal rights and the 
church and United Nations 
and some other ideas, such 
as this one: “The only way to 
reduce the number of nuclear 
weapons is to use them.”

We start there. Take off the 
gloves.

“The Smiling Pope” wins 
a prize, too — the VACI Part-
ners Award — for a broadside 
against the pedophilia scan-
dal that has embarrassed the 
Catholic Church. In the biting 
irony, by New York City artist 
Jack Rosenberg, the foolishly 
grinning pope floats oblivi-
ously above a lineup of bare-
chested children, hiding their 
faces in shame.

Score again. Get ready for 
another.

Hilary Zelson from Boston 
painted a glittering, blood-red 
isthmus that well may be the 
nebula the artist designates in 
the title, “Eagle Nebula,” but 
it doesn’t look much like the 
shape of the famous young 
cluster of stars in the constel-

lation Serpens. The dark, red 
sparkle looks more like the 
blood spilled every day in 
the violence that has become 
commonplace right here on 
Earth. The painting won the 
Deborah Anderson Award.

The exhibition also takes 
on the unresolved isolation 
of North Korea, the growth of 
the Occupy Wall Street move-
ment and the militarism of 
tactical maneuvers. But it of-
fers, too, the alternative of the 
sunny face of creative energy, 
where just anything is pos-
sible and ripe for celebration.

Erie, Pa., artist Dan Burke’s 
soaring children’s books are 
ebullient examples. It’s a great 
message piece and a colorful 
presence that engages more 
than half the length of the 
gallery wall. Burke won the 
Bellinger Award in 2008.

But the generally acclaimed 
star of the exhibition is 18-year-
old Falconer High School stu-
dent Collin Everett, whose 
facility in visual language 
well exceeds his years. What 
looks like a clever assemblage 
of shiny tin cans through 
the magic of light becomes 
a portrait of a person lost in 
thought, though poised for ac-
tion. Called “Rachmaninoff,” 

a shadow image is created by 
casting a strong light upon the 
tin-can sculpture. The shadow 
play is the forerunner of the 
photograph and a fundament 
in motion pictures, and a tour 
de force for artist Everett, ap-
plauded with the gallery’s 
James and Karen Greb Award.

Young Everett’s encore is 
also on view, a paean to one 
of his teachers, made from 
Green Bay Packers ephemera 
and wine bottle corks, “Mr. 
Anderson Rebuilt.”

The 55th edition of what 
once was called the Chautau-
qua National — its bitter and 
its sweet — is the featured 
exhibition in the main gal-
lery of the Strohl Art Center.

Anthony Bannon is executive 
director of the Burchfield Penney 
Art Center and research profes-
sor at Buffalo State College. He 
previously served as director at 
George Eastman House in Roch-
ester, N.Y., and as an art critic 
for The Buffalo News.

MICHELLE KANAAR  |  Staff Photographer
LEFT: Chautauquans view the 55th Annual Exhibition of Contemporary Art, on display until July 12 in the main gallery at Strohl Art Center. RIGHT: A portion of Hilary Zelson’s “Eagle Nebula,” which won the 
Deborah Anderson Award. 

R E V I E W

55th Annual Exhibition full of challenges, alarm, surprises, delights

MICHELLE KANAAR |  Staff Photographer

Colin Everett, 18-year-old high school student from Falconer, N.Y., 
won the James and Karen Greb Award for his “Rachmaninoff.”

Area Information

Information about nearby 
attractions outside the 
Chautauqua Institution 
grounds is available at 
the Main Gate Welcome 
Center and Colonnade 
lobby. The Chautauqua 
County Visitors’ Bureau 
is located at the Main 
Gate Welcome Center 
(www.tourchautauqua.
com or 716-357-4569 or 
1-800-242-4569).
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2013 SEASON

A CHARMING GUEST cottage 
for the 2013 Season. Sleeps 
two. Newly remodeled, park-like 
setting, patio, on-site parking, 
on tram & bus route. W/D, A/C, 
cable, wireless internet, D/W, pet 
friendly. Week 9 2012 Season 
also available. 716-357-2499

APARTMENT-NEW.  Ground 
floor, A/C, Wi-fi, cable, W/D, 1 
bedroom, tram route, plaza, 1 
person, season/half  season. 
716-357-5557

RENTAL 2013 full season or half 
season. LOVELY, SPACIOUS 2 
bedroom, 2 bath unit off large 
porch on ground floor, full ameni-
ties, central A/C and heat, W/D, 
Wi-fi, excellent location, steps 
from amp and plaza, on bus and 
tram route. Call for appointment. 
357-5428

STUNNING ART, modern com-
fort. 2 Bedroom, ground floor. 
Ramble, on sculpture garden. 
Housekeeping, paper delivery, 
wifi, stocked larder. 772-559-
5538

WEEKS 1 & 2. Modern 2 bdrm/2 
bath. Street level. 2 porches, 
overlooks Miller Park. Cen. A/C, 
W/D, W iF i ,  Near Amp, bus, 
plaza. $2300 per wk. 716-357-
5976.

18 CENTER. 2nd floor 1-bed-
room w/ porch. Pet-fr iendly. 
Sleeps two. Near Bestor Plaza & 
Amp. On tram route. Living/din-
ing room, kitchen, full bath, AC, 
ce i l ing fans,  wi f i ,  cable TV. 
Washer/drier access. No smok-
ing. Available weeks 2,3,4,8,9. 
$1400/wk. 303-915-4156 or 
red1184@aol.com

2012 SEASON

O N E  B E D R O O M  M o d e r n 
Condo. Available for week 6 due 
to cancellation. Full or partial 
week .  D i scoun ted  p r i c i ng . 
Decription at www.longfellow-
rentals.com

2012 SEASON

WEEK NINE: Charming house, 
16 Simpson.  Sleeps 8, eat-in 
k i t c h e n .  W / D ,  2  p o r c h -
es.357-5357. $1900.

WEEKS 3,8,& 9 .  44 South 
Avenue, near Hall of Philosophy, 
bright, cheerful, on bus line, A/C, 
$1200/week. Karla 704-907-
9663.

16 HURST AVE. Charming arts 
and crafts style cottage-seclud-
ed 4BR, 2BA, double lot, great 
parking. Available weeks 3 & 
9.Beaut i fu l  porch, barbeque 
patio 304-551-3123

WEEKS 4  and 6 .  9  W i ley. 
Renovated 4BR, Lake View: 3.5 
Bath, A/C, Complete Kitchen, 
W/D, Cable, On Site Parking. 
410-279-3415, jendelancey@
aol.com

18 CENTER. 2nd floor Studio w/ 
porch .  Weeks  3 ,  5-9 .  Pet -
fr iendly. Near Bestor Plaza & 
Amp. On tram route. Living/din-
ing/kitchen areas. Full bath. AC, 
ce i l i ng  fan ,  w i f i ,  cab le  TV. 
Washer/drier access. No smok-
ing. $750/wk. 303-915-4156 or 
red1184@aol.com

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT

Brand new upscale one bed-
room apt. 1 mile to Turner gate. 
Central air/hear, beautifully fur-
nished, beautiful bath, French 
doors open to individual patio. 
$800.00 a week- long term dis-
counted 845-216-7899

BOATS FOR SALE

OUR RENTAL Boat Fleet is for 
Sale! Pontoon Boats-its like get-
ting a new boat for a used boat 
p r i ce .  Pon toon  and  Power 
B o a t s -  N e w  a n d  U s e d . 
Chautauqua Marina-Mayvi l le 
716-753-3913

EDUCATION

BOAT SAFETY Class, Sunday, 
July 15-9:30 am @ Chautauqua 
Marina for ages 18-adult. 716-
753-3913 or boatsafety@aol.
com.

FOR SALE

ARTIST, BON VIVANT, Trevor 
Twist, Paints Family Portraits, 
House Portraits, Chautauqua 
Scenes 410-274-6652. Portfolio 
at mitchellartschool.com/teach-
ers

NEEDLEPOINT KITS of Old 
First Night T-shirts available at 
Gretchen’s Gallery and 34 Miller. 
412-425-9658.

STEINWAY TIGER Mahogony 
Parlor Grand Piano- MFG, 1907-
- Appraised by Froess Piano of 
Erie 8/4/11- sound board- excel-
lent, pin block- excellent, ivory 
keys ,  regu la r l y  ma in ta ined, 
Asking Price- $20,000.00 Terms- 
cashiers check- call 814-449-
5400 in Edinboro, PA for appoint-
ment

VIOLIN FOR  sale, excel lent 
condition. Mansuy A Paris. Case 
and bow $1800 or best offer. 
C a l l  8 1 4 - 7 3 9 - 2 9 6 7  a f t e r 
5:00pm.

SERVICES

DOG WALKER Flexible hours, 
very responsible, caring dog 
lover Sammie Peckinpaugh Cell: 
858-776-7992 House:  357-
4191. Pricing Negotiable

WANTED

ANY MUSICIANS interested in 
playing for fun.  Second violin/
violist available. Contact Anne at 
357-4933.

S TA M P  C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. 
W i l l  t r a v e l  t o  a p p r a i s e . 
Chautauqua’s Stamp Professor. 
904-315-5482

NOTICES

The William and Julia 
Clinger Lectureship Fund 
sponsors today’s 10:45 a.m. 
lecture led by Jim Lehrer, 
with Whit Ayres and Donna 
Brazile.

The fund was created 
in August 2007 by cur-
rent and former members 
of the board of trustees of 
Chautauqua Institution and 
directors of Chautauqua 
Foundation to honor Wil-
liam F. Clinger, Jr.’s service 
as chairman of the Chau-
tauqua Institution Board of 
Trustees. 

Bill was born in Warren, 
Pa. He attended The Hill 
School, received a bachelor’s 
degree from The Johns Hop-
kins University in 1961, and 
an LL.B. from the Univer-
sity of Virginia in 1965. He 
served in the United States 

Navy as a lieutenant from 
1951 to 1955, and he worked 
for the New Process Co. of 
Warren, Pa., from 1955 to 
1962. After being admitted 
to the Pennsylvania Bar in 
1965, Clinger served in a 
private law practice in War-
ren and as general counsel 
to the Federal Economic De-
velopment Administration. 

Bill was elected as a Re-
publican to the 96th and the 
eight succeeding Congress-
es (January 3, 1979 to Janu-
ary 3, 1997). While in the 
House of Representatives, 
he was chairman of the U.S. 
House Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform and Over-
sight. He also served as a 
delegate to the Pennsylva-
nia state constitutional con-
vention from 1967 to 1968, 
and the Republican Na-

tional Convention in 1972. 
Bill served as a fellow to the 
Institute of Politics, John F. 
Kennedy School of Govern-
ment at Harvard University 
(1997–1998) and as a senior 
fellow in the political sci-
ence department of The 
Johns Hopkins University 
beginning in 1997. 

He was honored in 2006 
with the Woodrow Wilson 
Award from The Johns Hop-
kins University.  The U.S. 
Post Office in Warren, Pa., 
was named in his honor for 
his years of service in Con-
gress and the Warren com-
munity. 

At Chautauqua, Bill 
worked at The Chautauquan 
Daily in his youth, served 
as commodore of the Yacht 
Club, a trustee from 1997 
to 2007, and chairman of 

the board of trustees from 
2001 to 2007. He also served 
on the Renewal Campaign 
Cabinet and the Idea Cam-
paign Cabinet as a volun-
teer fundraiser. Bill and his 
wife Judy are third-gener-
ation Chautauquans and 
property owners. 

Judy is a graduate of the 
Masters School in Dobbs 
Ferry, N.Y., and an hon-
ors graduate of Connecti-
cut College for Women in 
New London, Conn. She is 
a member of the 1992 class 
of the CLSC, a former board 
member, a life member of 
the Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club and a life member of 
the Smith Memorial Library.

Their four children and 
seven grandchildren have 
spent part of every summer 
of their lives at Chautauqua.

The Foglesong Family 
Lectureship Fund, a fund 
held in the Chautauqua 
Foundation, helps under-
write today’s and Wednes-
day’s Department of Reli-
gion Interfaith Lectures by 
Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, 
Daisy Khan and Yehezkel 
Landau. The lecture theme 
for the week is “2012: What’s 
at Stake for the Common 
Good?”

Mark A. Foglesong and 
Dianne M. Hilmer Fogle-
song established this en-
dowment fund in 2002 to 
support the work of the De-
partment of Religion and 

particularly its Abrahamic 
Community Program. 

The Foglesongs and 
their two children have 
been coming to Chautau-
qua since 1976. Mark is 
retired from a career with 
Eli Lilly and Company. Di-
anne is retired from a ca-
reer in nursing.

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility 
of establishing an endowment 
to support the Interfaith Lec-
ture Series or another aspect of 
Chautauqua’s program, please 
contact Karen Blozie at 357-
6244 or email her at kblozie@
ciweb.org.

The Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
A. Miller and Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward S. Babcox Memorial 
Fund and the Nora J. Wil-
liams Symphony Fund help 
to underwrite tonight’s Pops 
Concert by the CSO with 
conductor Stuart Chafetz.

Established in 1976 by 
Elizabeth Miller and Reid 
B. Babcox to honor their 
parents, the Fund is a per-

manent endowment held 
within the Chautauqua 
Foundation to support the 
Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra of the Chautau-
qua Institution. Edward S. 
Babcox was President of 
Babcox Publications and 
his wife Marie Reid Babcox 
was an influential leader of 
the Young Women’s Chris-
tian Association (YWCA). 

She served on the hospi-
tality committee at Chau-
tauqua and was a widely 
known clubwoman and so-
cial leader in Akron, OH. 
They had four children: 
Reid, Tom B, Edward S., 
and Anne.  Reid B. Babcox, 
a Chautauqua resident for 
more than 50 years, was 
also president/publisher of 
Babcox Publications. Eliza-

beth Miller Babcox served 
the Chautauqua commu-
nity through the Bird, 
Tree, and Garden Club and 
Women’s Club. They are 
survived by their children 
and grandchildren.

The Nora J. Williams 
Fund was created through a 
bequest by Ms. Williams to 
the Chautauqua Foundation 
in 1975.  

Clinger fund supports today’s Ayres-Brazile-Lehrer conversation

Foglesong Lectureship sponsors 
Rauf-Khan, Landau lectures

Miller-Babcox Memorial, Williams Symphony funds support CSO concert
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/03

JESSICA WHITE
Staff Writer

Chautauqua organist Jar-
ed Jacobsen will perform a 
Fourth of July-themed organ 
mini-concert on the Tallman 
Tracker Organ at 12:15 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Christ.  

The concert is titled “Yan-
kee Sensibility,” and will fea-
ture “Variations on America” 
by I. V. Flagler.

“It’s kind of flashy and 
fun, and it’s a little bit like 
musical fireworks,” Jacobsen 
said. “So I think it fits for the 
Fourth of July.”

The Tallman organ, which 

was built in 1893 and came 
to Chautauqua in 2000, is 
from Nyack, N.Y., so the term 
“Yankee” fits it well, he said.

Jacobsen will also play 
“Razzazza Mazzazza” by Ar-
thur Pryor, “Arkansas Travel-
er” arranged by Fred Feibel, 
“St. Louis Blues” arranged 
by Fats Waller. In addition, 
he will play “Rialto Ripples” 
by George Gershwin, which 
was recorded by all-classical 
radio station WNED in Buf-
falo, N.Y., when Jacobsen per-
formed it at the first Tallman 
Tracker Organ concert in 
2000. It has become his signa-
ture piece on the station.

Jacobsen to give patriotic 
Tallman mini-concert



7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Subagh Singh 
Khalsa. (Sikhism/Yogic Meditation). 
Bring gate pass. Main Gate Welcome 
Center Conference Room

7:30 Bird Walk & Talk. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Ruth Londin. Rain or shine. 
Bring binoculars. Meet at Smith 
Wilkes Hall entrance

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “If God Be 
For Us...” The Rev. Oliver (Buzz) 
Thomas, minister, exec. dir., Great 
Schools Partnership. Amphitheater

9:15 Project Talmud. (Programmed by 
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Alumni Hall 
Library

9:30 Young Women’s Group. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Women’s Clubhouse 
Porch

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. “Everything We Thought 
We Knew about American Politics 
is Wrong—or Not.” Whit Ayres (R) 
and Donna Brazile (D), political 
strategists; Jim Lehrer. Amphitheater

10:45 Story Time. (Stories planned for 3 to 
4-year-olds.) Smith Memorial Library

12:00 (12-2) Tell Your CHQ Story. Video 
Interview Booth. St. Elmo porch

12:15 Tallman Tracker Organ Mini-
Concert. “Yankee Sensibility.” Jared 
Jacobsen, organist. Hall of Christ

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Writers’ Center.) “Informed 
Voters Need to Know - About Poetry.” 
James Armstrong, poet-in-
residence. Alumni Hall Porch 

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) The Henrietta Ord Jones 
Memorial Lecture. “Chautauqua Lake: 
Its Watershed and Its People, A Natural 

and Human History.” Tom Erlandson. 
Smith Wilkes Hall 

12:15 Brown Bag. (Programmed by the 
Everett Jewish Life Center.) “Israel’s 
Conscientious Objectors.” Eyal 
Press. Everett Jewish Life Center

12:15 (12:15-1:15) Brown Bag. “Meet 
and Greet Social.” (Sponsored by 
Metropolitan Community Church.) 
Chautauqua Gay and Lesbian 
Community. Alumni Hall Garden 
Room 

12:30 (12:30–1:55) Meditation Seminars. 
“What We Really Need to Know: 
Discovering Our True Identity, Part 
I.” Subagh Singh Khalsa (Sikh 
Dharma/Kundalini Yoga Meditation) 
Donation. Hall of Missions

1:00 Theater Tour. The Philadelphia 
Story. Chautauqua Theater Company. 
Bratton Theater

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. For men and 
women. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Fee. 
Women’s Club House

1:15 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Sports Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, chairman, 
Cordoba Initiative; Daisy Khan, exec. 
dir., ASMA. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 Piano Master Class. (School of 
Music.) Fee. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios

3:15 Social Hour Denominational 
Houses

3:15 Hebrew Congregation 
Conversation & Refreshments. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30 Heritage Lecture Series, (Presented 
by the Partnership Trust of the NYS 
Archives, the Dept. of Religion and 
the Chautauqua Institution Archives.) 
“John Winthrop and Roger Williams: 
Competing Visions of Church and 
State in America.” Charles Haynes, 
sr. scholar, First Amendment Center; 
dir., Religious Freedom Education 
Project. Hall of Philosophy

4:00 THEATER. The Philadelphia Story 
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets 
at Main Gate Welcome Center or 
Colonnade lobby ticket offices and 
45 minutes before curtain at the 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

4:00 Faculty Artist Recital: Nicola 
Melville, piano. (Benefits the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:15 Garden Walk. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Joe McMaster. Meet under 
green awning at back of Smith 
Wilkes Hall

4:15 Young Readers Program. Ninth 
Ward by Jewell Parker Rhodes. 
Alumni Hall Garden Room

4:30 Knitting4Workshop. (Sponsored 
by the Dept. of Religion.) Kate 
Simmons. Hurlbut Church

5:00 FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT SERIES. 
The Gizmo Guys. Smith Wilkes Hall

7:00 FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT SERIES. 
The Gizmo Guys. Smith Wilkes Hall

7:00 Visual Arts Lecture Series. Isabel 
Manalo, studio art faculty, American 
University. Hultquist Center

7:00 Bible Study. (Sponsored by the Dept. 
of Religion.) “The Compassionate 
Christ.” The Rev. Dr. J. Paul 
Womack, leader. United Methodist 
House

7:00 Porch Chat with Oliver “Buzz” 
Thomas. Abrahamic Program for 
Young Adults. Pastor Paul’s porch 
across from Hurlbut Church

8:00 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Pops Concert: 
Independence Day Celebration. 
Stuart Chafetz, guest conductor; 
Michele Ragusa, soprano. 
Amphitheater

• “The Star Spangled Banner” 
Traditional

• The Olympic Spirit
  John Williams
• Hail to the Spirit of Liberty 
 John Philip Sousa
 • “The Trolley Song” from Meet Me in 

St. Louis 
 Hugh Martin
• Buglers Holiday 
 Leroy Anderson
• Beatles’ Hits Medley 
 Jeff Tyzik
• “Don’t Rain on My Parade” from 

Funny Girl 
 Julie Styne/Bob Merrill
• Fanfare for the Common Man Aaron 

Copland
• Suite from JFK 
 John Williams

• “God Bless America” (audience 
sing-along) 

 Irving Berlin
• Armed Forces on Parade (including 

“National Emblem March” by Bagley) 
 Arr. Robert Lowden
• “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” from 

The Wizard of Oz 
 Harold Arlen
• 1812 Overture, Op. 49
 Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Subagh Singh 
Khalsa. (Sikhism/Yogic Meditation). 
Bring gate pass. Main Gate Welcome 
Center Conference Room.

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 (9-10:30) CLSC Scientific Circle. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) “Mechanisms 
in Speech Communication: 
Transmission of Linguistic Messages 
by Sound.” Joseph Perkell, 
neuroscientist. Hall of Christ

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “Called to 
Serve Two Kingdoms: the Challenge 
of Christian Citizenship.” The Rev. 
Oliver (Buzz) Thomas, minister, 
exec. dir., Great Schools Partnership. 
Amphitheater

9:15 Ethics Series. (Programmed by 
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Alumni Hall 
Library 

9:30 Concert. Thursday Morning 

Brass. Colonnade

10:00 Voice Master Class. (School of 
Music.) Tom Abelson. Fee. McKnight 
Hall 

10:00 Children’s School Independence 
Day Parade. Bestor Plaza

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Jim Lehrer, longtime 
presidential debate moderator. 
Amphitheater

12:00 Women in Ministry. Hall of Missions

12:15 Brown Bag Book Review. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) Jean Badger, Charles 
Dickens: A Life by Claire Tomalin. 
Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Chautauqua Community Band 
22nd Annual Independence 
Day Concert. Jason Weintraub, 
conductor. Bestor Plaza

1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:15 Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle Alumni Association Docent 
Tours of Alumni Hall and Pioneer 
Hall. 

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Truth, Justice, and Peace: 
Foundations for a Healthy Society.” 
Yehezkel Landau, faculty, Interfaith 
Relations, Hartford Seminary. Hall of 
Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:00 National Bell Ringing Ceremony. 
“Let Freedom Ring.” In celebration of 
Independence Day, the Chautauqua 
bells will be rung 13 times. Miller 
Bell Tower

2:30 Piano Master Class. (School of 
Music.) Fee. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios

3:30 (3:30-5:30) Jewish Film Festival. 
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.) “The Debt.” No one 
under 18 will be admitted to this 
film. Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30 Contemporary Issues Dialogue. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Kate Lehrer, author. 
(Today’s dialogue is an opportunity 
to be a part of a conversation with 
one of the morning lecturers. Doors 
open at 3 p.m. Admittance is free 
but limited to the first 50 people.) 

Women’s Club House

4:00 THEATER. The Philadelphia Story 
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets 
at Main Gate Welcome Center or 
Colonnade lobby ticket offices and 
45 minutes before curtain at the 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

4:00 Guest Artist Recital: George W. 
Wolfe, saxophone, with students 
from Ball State University. (Benefits 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) Hall of Christ.

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:15 Bat Chat. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Caroline Van Kirk Bissell. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

6:30 Concert. Thursday Morning Brass. 
Athenaeum Fountain

6:30 Discussion and Knitting. “God’s 
Role in Suffering and What You Can 
Do About It.” Abrahamic Program for 
Young Adults. Alumni Porch

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

7:30 Voice Concert: A Celebration 
of Charles Ives.  (Benefits the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) McKnight Hall

8:00 AMPHITHEATER BALL. Ladies First 
Big Band. (Community Appreciation 
Night.) Amphitheater

9:00 (9-12) Open Mic Night. Must be 17 
or older. Pier Building 

10:00 Fourth of July Bell Tower 
Concert. Carolyn Benton, bell 
ringer. Coincides with lighting of 
flares around and fireworks over 
Chautauqua Lake.
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The American Legion Band performs Sunday afternoon at the Amphitheater.

Bike Safety Tips

In accord with New 
York law, bicyclists 
shall observe all traffic 
signs and signals, 
including stop signs 
and one-way streets.
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