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Today’s WeaTher TUesday
HIgH 83° LOw 66°
Rain: 10%

Sunset: 8:58 p.m.

WedNesday
HIgH 85° LOw 73°
Rain: 10%

Sunrise: 5:47 a.m. Sunset: 8:58 p.m.

HIgH 83° LOw 69°
Rain: 30%

Sunrise: 5:48 a.m. Sunset: 8:57 p.m.

Opinions on today’s lectures or other programming on the grounds? Start or join the conversation in the comments sections of stories on the Daily’s website. www.chqdaily.com

MAry DesMoND
Staff Writer

There is a man who wants 
to know what’s on your mind.

Andrew Kohut, president 
of the Pew Research Center 
and director of the Pew Re-
search Center for the People & 
the Press, has been research-
ing, collecting and analyz-
ing changes and trends in 
public opinion since the late 
1980s. At 10:45 a.m. today in 
the Amphitheater, Kohut will 
meet with retired “PBS News 
Hour” anchor and Week Two 
morning lecture host Jim 

Lehrer to open a week of pro-
gramming titled “The Lehrer 
Report: What Informed Vot-
ers Need to Know.” 

“Starting with Andy Kohut, 
to hear from his leadership 
from the Pew Research Center, 
allows us to know what’s on 
people’s minds,” said Sherra 
Babcock, director of the De-
partment of Education. 

The Pew Research Cen-
ter, a Washington think tank 
founded in 2004, is a nonpar-
tisan organization that cre-
ates comprehensive reports 
on attitudes and trends that 
affect American politics and 

society. The organization is 
independent and does not 
work for specific news orga-
nizations or accept commis-
sions to do surveys. Pew is 
staffed with experts in the 
social sciences, journalism 
and polling.

“We have our own sense 
of what we think is impor-
tant, and we have an agenda 
— what we think we should 
do — in each of these areas 
of study,” Kohut said, “and 
part of our mission is to 
figure out what is the right 
thing to study.”

Now, that agenda is fo-

cused on all things related to 
the 2012 presidential election. 
As election season unravels 
with unrelenting speed, the 
public and the press will turn 
to Pew to discover how voter 
sentiment is changing and to 
gauge voter reaction to the 
conventions, the debates and 
the general campaign. Final-
ly, as Nov. 6 approaches, Pew 
will publish its final popular 
vote prediction. Since 2004, 
Pew has accurately predicted 
the outcomes of five national 
elections.

Kohut, Lehrer to examine public opinion as election approaches

Kohut Lehrer

See kohut, Page 4

KeLsey Burritt
Staff Writer

A fractured right knee 
does not keep Rebecca Pen-
neys from the piano. Penneys, 
piano teacher at the School of 
Music and founding member 
of the New Arts Trio, simply 
pedals with her left foot, an 
unusual but impressively 
adaptive technique.

“It’s amazing when you 
have an injury how quickly the 

other side just takes over,” said 
Penneys, sitting outside the 
Sherwood-Marsh Piano Stu-
dios with a soft cast wrapped 
around her right knee. An ac-
cidental slip and fall caused 
the injury early last week.

The New Arts Trio, made 
up of Penneys, violinist 
Jacques Israelievitch and cel-
list Arie Lipsky, will make its 
season debut in the Logan 
Chamber Music Series at 4 
p.m. today in Elizabeth S. 

Lenna Hall as scheduled, but 
with a slight change to the 
program. Instead of enlist-
ing its standard potpourri of 
composers, the ensemble has 
opted for a concert featuring 
solely Mozart trios. 

Because of the style of 
composition during Mozart’s 
time, his writing is light on 
pedal for the piano, allowing 
Penneys to use her normally 
unemployed left foot.

“The truth of the matter is 

we have wanted to do an all-
Mozart program for years,” 
Penneys said. 

“The music can present 
itself very nicely and very 
authentically without losing 
too much pedal, because we 
of course don’t want to make 
the situation even worse,” 
Lipsky said. “But I think it’s 
a win-win situation.”

Editor’s Note: Due to an emer-
gency medical procedure, Sis-
ter Joan Chittister will not be at 
Chautauqua Institution today to 
give her 2 p.m. Interfaith Lecture. 
In her place, Chautauqua’s Di-
rector of Religion, the Rev. Joan 
Brown Campbell, will read Chit-
tister’s prepared speech. The fol-
lowing preview article was writ-
ten before the schedule change. 

JessicA white
Staff Writer

In a country where politi-
cal viewpoints seem to be-
come more polarized by the 
minute, election season begs 
the question: What’s at stake?

Sister Joan Chittister, OSB, 
has a few ideas. Her lecture 
will open this week’s Inter-
faith Lecture Series, titled 
“2012: What’s at Stake for the 
Common Good?,” at 2 p.m. to-
day in the Hall of Philosophy.

Chittister will discuss ways 
to define and evaluate a “com-
mon good” and how faith 
plays a role in each of those. 

“My belief is that we all 
together create the common 
good, and we need to ask our-
selves: ‘Are we working off 
common criteria?’” she said. 
“I say, there’s a way to define 
that criteria, and I provide a 

model — which if applied to 
every piece of legislation, ev-
ery major project in the coun-
try, every ideal that we say we 
have — that can tell us wheth-
er or not we are working in a 
common good that is moral, 
possible and inclusive.”

Chittister, a Benedictine 
Sister of Erie, Pa., is co-chair 
of the Global Peace Initiative 
of Women, a partner organi-
zation of the U.N. that facili-
tates a worldwide network of 
women peace builders. She 
is the founder and executive 
director of Benetvision, a re-
source and research center 
for contemporary spirituality 
located in Erie.

Benedictine Sister 
Chittister gives moral, 
inclusive model for 
the common good

chittister

See chittister, Page 4

New Arts Trio rejuvenates with Mozart

See trio, Page 4

From scratch

Muffitt leads MsFo, built in just one week,  
in surprise-filled opening performance

yeMi FALoDuN
Staff Writer

“This is an orchestra that never 
existed,” Timothy Muffitt said.

The Music School Festival Or-
chestra’s savvy music director will 
conduct this season’s new crop of 
performers’ opening concert at 8:15 
p.m. tonight at the Amphitheater.

“Monday night we get a glimpse 
of who we’re going to be,” Muffitt 
said. “And it continues to grow from 
there over the course of the summer.”

The MSFO will be playing Ludwig 
van Beethoven’s masterpiece Sym-
phony No. 2 in D major, Op. 36, which 
he composed between 1801 and 1802 
for loyal friend and great supporter 
Karl Alois, Prince Lichnowsky, who 

had also forged a close bond with 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.

Muffitt always chooses to open 
MSFO concerts with 19th-century 
compositions.

“Nothing brings an orchestra to-
gether like having to play music that 
demands that level of clarity and 
precision and rhythmic cohesion,” 
Muffitt said.

Following intermission, the 
MSFO will flow into Pulitzer Prize-
winning Kevin Puts’ “River’s Rush.” 
The 40-year-old American composer 
earned the prestigious honor for 
music this year.

“It’s a very high energy piece 
with a lot of flow and a lot of power 
in it,” Muffitt said.

The veteran conductor is looking 

to make the recently assembled or-
chestra shine under the spotlight.

 “As conductor of any orchestra, 
we’re striving to get to a point where 
we’re barely necessary in a perfor-
mance — that there is a level of com-
fort in the ensemble, that this music 
will unfold on its own,” he said. “So, 
in the performance, the conductor is 
kind of on cruise control.”

But considering tonight’s chal-
lenging works, which also include 
the expansive sound of Aaron Cop-
land’s Billy the Kid, it is easy to won-
der if such an ideal is even possible 
— especially when dealing with 
young minds and talents who have 
yet to play together.

See msfo, Page 4

adaM BirkaN | Staff Photographer

The 2012 Music School Festival Orchestra, under the direction of Timothy Muffitt, rehearses Sunday in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.

Wittenberg-cox to speak on gender and the business world for Women’s club, Page 3



Zachary Lewis
Guest Critic

The Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra had much 
to celebrate Saturday night, 
and it did so in resplendent 
fashion.

Playing in the Amphithe-
ater on a pleasant evening, 
the orchestra and guest con-
ductor Roberto Minczuk 
sounded even hotter than the 
air outside as they launched 
the 2012 Season, welcomed a 
renowned pianist and even 
hinted at the upcoming Inde-
pendence Day with the year’s 
first performance of the na-
tional anthem. No wonder 
the concert was broadcast 
live on Buffalo radio.

But it wasn’t the many oc-
casions — including the start 
of longstanding principal 
cellist Chaim Zemach’s final 
season, or even the ensemble 
itself — that commanded the 
lion’s share of the attention. 
No, beyond question, that 
honor fell to pianist Peter 
Serkin, the soloist in Brahms’ 
titanic Piano Concerto No. 1.

One of the most distin-
guished pianists of his or 
any generation and an art-
ist of probing insight, Serkin 
turned in a performance of 
tremendous character, one 
in which his personality and 
every element of a massive 
score coalesced perfectly.

His was an uneven per-

formance, in the best pos-
sible sense. Even, in this case, 
meaning flat, smooth or un-
eventful.

In the first movement, for 
instance, a starker boundary 
between the two principal 
domains would have been 
hard to imagine. The second-
ary, more rhapsodic theme 
enjoyed lavish, almost exces-
sive space, as Serkin spun 
out its melodies with tremen-
dous feeling at a pace best 
described as stately. With the 
principal theme and its de-
velopment, however, the pia-
nist rained down chords with 
thrilling, torrential force.

Likewise, his Rondo was 
no mad, single-minded dash 
to the finish, as it so often is 
with other, less mature art-
ists. Explosive, fiery energy 
abounded, to be sure, but 
with Serkin, there were also 
peaceful interludes along the 
way, patches of sheer joy to 
be savored.

One might call Serkin’s 
reading of the central Adagio 
“even,” in that it was con-
stantly, unfailingly expres-
sive. Opting again for a slow-
er tempo, a choice that ruled 
his entire performance, the 
pianist set about achieving 
total serenity and partnering 
to scintillating effect with his 
woodwind colleagues.

As for the matter of tuning 
— explained in the weekend 
Daily article previewing the 
concert — that too was un-
even, in that it wasn’t what 
most artists use or prefer in 
concert. But neither did the 
slight tang it produced grate 
the ears, or even stand out 
terribly. If anything, it gave 
Serkin a certain and helpful 
tonal edge over the orchestra 
behind him, in a work where 
murkiness can be a problem.

Next to the Brahms, 
Beethoven’s generally light-
er Symphony No. 8 stood 
in sharp but welcome con-
trast. What’s more, the per-
formance by the CSO under 
Minczuk, music director of 
Canada’s Calgary Philhar-
monic Orchestra and prin-
cipal conductor of the Bra-
zilian Symphony Orchestra, 
accentuated everything that 
makes the work attractive.

In addition to the usual 
grace and liveliness almost ev-
ery performance of the Eighth 
evinces, Minczuk’s Saturday 
with the men and women in 
white bore the rarer elements 
of drive, raw zest and dramat-
ic intensity, illustrating how 
much potential drama resides 
in Beethoven’s lesser-known 
symphonies and those of a 
purely abstract nature.

Sharp attacks and crisp 
textures were ever-present, 
but in the hands of Minc-
zuk and the CSO, the music 

also benefited from strong 
melodic profiles, thoughtful 
shading, and charming con-
tributions from the horns, 
woodwinds and timpani. The 
conductor wasn’t just inter-
ested in dynamism, after all. 
He also recognized the need 
for delicacy and subtlety. It 
was the opposite of a dull, 
one-dimensional account.

Also featured on Sat-
urday’s program: another 
popular work by Brahms, 
the “Academic Festival Over-
ture,” an artful conglomera-
tion of tunes sung by univer-
sity students that had earned 
its composer an honorary de-
gree. Here, though, for once, 
the work fulfilled its original 
function, serving as an over-
ture to a true academic festi-
val, namely the 2012 Season.

Once again, Minczuk de-
clined to give a casual, off-
hand performance. On the 
contrary, his reading Satur-
day night was robust and 
patently well-conceived, with 
melodies emerging from the 
sumptuous texture of the 
strings in bold, fetching relief.

The same might now be 
said of the CSO. As July be-
gins and a new season at the 
Institution gains momen-
tum, the orchestra has taken 
its place at the center of the 
action.

Lewis is music critic of The 
Plain Dealer in Cleveland, 
Ohio.
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News from arouNd the grouNds

Briefly

A Chautauqua Property Owners Association (CPOA) 
initiative to enhance courtesy and awareness among 
Chautauqua’s pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists.

All mobility types should be 
AWARE, COURTEOUS and RESPECTFUL

while getting around the grounds.

More information at http://www.cpoa.ws/

Think it. Act it.
Encourage it.

amphitheater rehabilitation Public Discussion
Chautauqua Institution has completed a schematic design 
for the rehabilitation of the Amphitheater. To keep commu-
nity members informed on the progress of the project, pub-
lic information sessions will be held at 4:30 p.m. Thursdays 
at the Amphitheater through the rest of the season (Week 
Six session will be held Wednesday, Aug. 1). Members of the 
design team will describe the preliminary design, answer 
questions and provide an opportunity for public comment.

weekday tennis doubles round robin
Chautauqua Tennis Center will hold a doubles round robin 
from 7 to 9 a.m. each weekday. Sign-up is each prior eve-
ning at 4:50 p.m. near the Farmers Market at the tennis lot-
tery. For more information, call 716-357-6276.

sports club mah jongg
Mah jongg is played Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. at the Sports 
Club. Some experience is appreciated, but all are welcome. 
2012 mah jongg cards and sets are provided on a first-come, 
first-served basis for the participants.

Brown Bag knitting and crocheting
Women4women-knitting4peace celebrates its 6th anniver-
sary at 12:15–1:15 p.m. today in the Hall of Missions West 
Classroom. For information, contact Susan at 303-918-4617.

sweet desserts benefit chautauqua Fund
Herb Keyser is now taking orders for desserts made to or-
der, including a lemon tart that serves eight people for $50, 
an individual tart for $6, summer pudding serving 14 people 
for $100, a chocolate surprise cookie batch of eight for $25 or 
individual cookies for $3.50. All proceeds benefit the annual 
fund, and orders may be placed by calling 716-357-3449.

chautauqua Literary and scientific circle news
• The CLSC Brown Bag Book Review will be held at 12:15 
p.m. today on the Alumni Hall porch. Sarah Rosen and 
Elaine Arciszewski will review the Week Two selection, 
The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore. Afterwards, at 1:15 
p.m., Jeff Miller, CLSC activities coordinator, will head a 
book discussion of The Other Wes Moore in Alumni Hall.
• The CLSC Alumni Association offers docent tours of 
Alumni Hall and Pioneer Hall at 1:15 p.m. today.
• The Class of 1992 will meet at 9:15 a.m. Tuesday in Alumni 
Hall to discuss 20th anniversary plans. Contact Joan Batta-
glin at 716-357-9887 with questions.
• The Class of 2000 will hold its first meeting at 4 p.m. today 
in the Alumni Hall Kate Kimball Room. 
• The Class of 2001 will meet for coffee and conversation at 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday on the Alumni Hall Porch.
• The Class of 2003 will meet at 12:15 p.m. Tuesday in the 
Alumni Hall Dining Room. Members should bring a bag 
lunch, but beverages and desserts are supplied. Contact 
Sally Holder at 716-357-8297 with questions.
• The Class of 2009 will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday in the 
Alumni Hall Kate Kimball Room.

Opera trunk show and sale
Sandy D’Andrade’s 10th annual trunk show and sale ben-
efitting Chautauqua Opera Young Artists Program will take 
place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today at the Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Please bring gate pass.

Bird walk & Talk
Tina Nelson, nature guide, leads the session at 7:30 a.m. 
Tuesday at the entrance to Smith Wilkes Hall. Rain or shine. 

rodney Lay rememberance gathering
The Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends invite all to a gather-
ing to remember Rodney Lay, poet, friend, organizer and 
dreamer. The event is at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday on the porch of 
the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall.

Voice master class
The School of Music presents a Voice Master Class from 10 
to 11 a.m. today in McKnight Hall. The cost is $5. Contact 
Diane Persin Economakis at 724-309-6952 with questions.

correction
A pull-quote from the piece in the weekend Daily on the Week 
Two Writers’ Center writers-in-residence was misattributed 
to Ann Hood. The quote was from James Armstrong.

Monday
Eyal Press, author of Beau-

tiful Souls, will sign books at 
3:30 p.m. in the Everett Jew-
ish Life Center.

Tuesday
Elvira Woodruff, author 

of children’s books, will sign 

books at 1:15 p.m. in the Au-
thor’s Alcove.

Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, 
Cordoba Initiative chairman, 
will sign books at 2 p.m. in 
the Hall of Missions.

wednesday
Jim Lehrer, retired anchor 

of “PBS NewsHour,” will 
sign books at 12:15 p.m. in the 
Author’s Alcove.

The Rev. Oliver “Buzz” 
Thomas will sign books at 1:15 
p.m. in the Author’s Alcove.

Yehezkel Landau, in-
terfaith relations faculty 
at Hartford Seminary, will 
sign books at 2 p.m. in the 

Hall of Missions.

Thursday
George W. Wolfe will sign 

books at 10 a.m. in the Au-
thor’s Alcove.

Kate Lehrer, author of 
Confessions of a Bigamist, will 
sign books at 12:15 p.m. in 
Smith Wilkes Hall.

Richard J. Mouw, Fuller 
Theological Seminary presi-

dent, will sign books at 2 p.m. 
in the Hall of Missions.

Wes Moore, author of The 
Other Wes Moore, will sign 
books at 3:30 p.m. in the Hall 
of Philosophy.

Friday
The Rev. John Buchan-

an, editor and publisher of 
The Christian Century, will 
sign books at 2 p.m. in the 
Hall of Missions.

saturday
Alex Prud’homme, author 

of The Ripple Effect and My Life 
in France, will sign books at 3 
p.m. in the Hall of Philosophy.

AdAm BirkAn | Staff Photographer

guest pianist Peter serkin accompanies the Chautauqua symphony orchestra under the baton of guest conductor roberto minczuk in 
the Cso’s season-opening performance saturday evening in the amphitheater.

CSO, with Serkin, takes place as center of 
the action in season-opening performance

R E V I E W



Thomas F. Zenty 
III, chief executive 
officer of Univer-
sity Hospitals in 
Cleveland, will give 
a special lecture on 
“What is at Stake 
in Health Care for 
the 2012 Presiden-
tial Election?” at 
3:30 p.m. today at the Hall 
of Philosophy. The program 
is sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Religion. 

Zenty will focus on the Pa-
tient Protection and Afford-

able Care Act and 
the context from 
which it arose, the 
recent U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling and 
its implications, the 
upcoming election, 
and the current and 
future strategies for 
a successful health 

system in the United States. 
Zenty has served as CEO 

of University Hospitals since 
March 2003. The UH health 
care system includes eight 
owned and two joint-venture 

medical centers, 18 major am-
bulatory health centers, and 
more than 160 primary care 
and specialty physician offic-
es throughout northeast Ohio. 

Prior to assuming leader-
ship of UH, Zenty was execu-
tive vice president for Clini-
cal Care Services and chief 
operating officer at Cedars-
Sinai Health System in Los 
Angeles. He previously held 
leadership roles with health 
systems in Arizona, New Jer-
sey and Connecticut.
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Lori HumpHreys
Staff Writer

Avivah wittenberg-Cox, 
founder of the Chautauqua 
Professional women’s Net-
work, will return today at 
1 p.m. to the Chautauqua 
women’s Clubhouse living 
room to discuss “Gender Bal-
ancing the Business world: 
What Is Taking So Long?”

The focus of her presenta-
tion is the controversial de-
bate between Princeton pro-
fessor Anne-Marie Slaughter 
and Facebook COO and 
board member Sheryl Sand-
berg about work-life balance 
issues for working wives and 
mothers. 

wittenberg-Cox organized 
and developed the Network 
during the 2009 Season, fo-
cusing much of her energy 
on the project. The presen-
tations have evolved into a 
popular venue. The informal 
lectures are an opportunity 
for Chautauqua women to 

share their professional ex-
pertise.

The lectures have also fea-
tured speakers who enjoy a 
national reputation such as 
Sara Laschever, co-author of 
Women Don’t Ask: The High 
Cost of Avoiding Negotiation 
— and Positive Strategies for 
Change.

“I did this because I am 
interested in women, who 

they are and what they do, 
sharing the professional di-
mension of their lives,” wit-
tenberg-Cox said in a 2009 
Chautauquan Daily article. 

Balancing the skills of 
men and women in the 
workplace is the touchstone 
of wittenberg-Cox’s career. 
She is CEO of leading gender 
consultancy firm 20-first, 
author of How Women Mean 
Business: A Step by Step Guide 
to Profiting from Gender Bal-
anced Business and co-author 
of Why Women Mean Busi-
ness: Understanding the Emer-
gence of Our Next Economic 
Revolution. She is also found-
er and honorary president of 
the European Professional 
women’s Network. 

A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Toronto, Avivah 
received a master’s degree 
from INSEAD and completed 
the women’s Leadership Pro-
gram at Harvard. This is her 
16th season at Chautauqua 
Institution.

Wittenberg-Cox to speak on 
gender and business world

Zenty to give timely address on 
health care’s role in 2012 election

Zenty

GreG Funka  |  Staff Photographer

The Chautauqua crowd greets Dame Julie Andrews and Emma Walton Hamilton with a standing 
ovation Friday morning in the Amphitheater. Andrews and Hamilton joined author Roger Rosenblatt 
in the final discussion of the Week One morning lecture series, “Roger Rosenblatt and Friends on 
the Literary Arts,” to discuss their collaboration on more than 20 popular children’s books. This 
photo is available to purchase as a reprint from The Chautauquan Daily editorial office.

Wittenberg-Cox

Letters Policy

The Chautauquan Daily 
welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters should 
be typed or printed, 
double-spaced, no more 
than 350 words and 
are subject to editing. 
Letters must include 
writer’s signature and 
typed or printed name, 
address and telephone 
number for verification. 
Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory 
or libelous statements 
will not be published. 
Submit letters to:

Matt Ewalt, editor 
mewalt@ciweb.org 

The Chautauquan Daily  
PO Box 1095 
Chautauqua, NY 14722

CORREspOnDEnCE FROm OuR READERs

Letters to the Editor

Bike Safety Tips

Bikes must be operated 
at a reasonable and 
respectful speed — and 
in no instance at more 
than 12 mph.

tHe dame and Her daugHter

dear editor: 
It has come to our attention, as it would come to the at-

tention of anyone strolling along the lake after dark, that a 
vandalism has occurred at the Atheneum. we expect over-
the-top light shows at Vegas, and what’s a little more sparkle 
at Disneyland? But the Atheneum should have more dignity 
than to display a running panoply of vivid colored lights 
over its fountain. Lest you think these the ravings of stuffy 
old ladies, let us assure you that we cheer when houses are 
painted purple, when modern art sculptures erupt on the 
grounds, and even enjoy the same colored lights flickering 
over the pillars at the Strohl Art Center. But it is completely 
out of place at the Atheneum, the Grand Old Dame of Chau-
tauqua Lake.   Exciting, original, thought-provoking, contro-
versial, and even fun are all within Chautauqua’s architec-
tural vocabulary. Tacky is not.

ann reading
Lindsay reading Korth

mathilda Wheeler
72 N. Lake Drive



The Trio will play the last 
three trios Mozart wrote be-
fore his death — what Lipsky 
calls “mature Mozart.”

“It’s funny when you say 
‘mature Mozart,’ because 
he was in his early 30s,” 
Lipsky said.

The three trios — in E Ma-
jor, K. 542; C Major, K. 548; and 
G Major, K. 564 — were all 
written within months of one 
another. Commissioned by 
amateur artists, the trios were 
initially rejected because they 
were too technically demand-
ing for the players. 

Mozart is responsible for 
changing the trio from what 
was mainly a solo piano with 
violin and cello embellish-
ment to a form of chamber 
music as important as the 
string quartet.

“Mozart took this genre 
and made the instruments 
play more independently 
and holistically,” Lipsky said. 
“He felt very comfortable 

with the trio, with the voic-
ing of each instrument.”

With the group entering 
its 34th season in residence 
at Chautauqua — 17 seasons 
for Lipsky and 13 for Israe-
lievitch — the three have be-
come very comfortable with 
each other’s playing.

“We talk in music,” Lipsky 
said. “The music-making is 
very natural, and that is not 
always the case.” 

“You get older, and you 
get a little softer, I think, with 
age,” Penneys said. “We sit 
down and play, and have fun.”

The Trio might have re-
laxed into a creative routine, 
but there is still plenty of 
room for musical ingenuity.

“Most of what we do is just 
listen to each other and re-
spond on the spur of the mo-
ment,” Israelievitch said. “So 
there’s a lot of spontaneity.”

Israelievitch and Penneys 
have known each other since 
college, when the two met at-
tending Indiana University. 
Lipsky met Israelievitch and 
Penneys at separate times 

while he was principal cellist 
with the Buffalo Philharmon-
ic Orchestra.

“I traveled to Rochester 
to play with Rebecca, and it 
was musically a ‘love at first 
sight,’ ” he said.

Lipsky is now conductor 
of the Ann Arbor Symphony 
Orchestra and the Ashland 
Symphony Orchestra in 
Ohio. Israelievitch is a facul-
ty member at the University 
of Toronto and York Universi-
ty, and Penneys teaches at the 
Eastman School of Music at 
the University of Rochester. 
All three are faculty in the 
Chautauqua School of Music.

Israelievitch plans to per-
form a concert marathon fea-
turing all Mozart’s piano and 
violin sonatas, a feat that would 
last seven or eight hours.

“There is something very 
healing about listening to 
Mozart, something about 
the perfect architecture of 
his writing,” Israelievitch 

said. “You come out of the 
experience rejuvenated and 
happy. It will be a very ther-
apeutic program.”

Although Penneys’ inju-
ry is a clean fracture, it will 
still take four to six weeks to 
fully heal. The programming 
for the next two concerts of 
the season will hang on the 
words of her doctors.

But there are enough Mo-
zart trios for two more con-
certs, Penneys said.

“There’s some inner joy 
in his music. Every note just 
sparkles,” Lipsky said. “It’s 
music that you just sit and 
smile throughout.”

“I think everybody will 
love it,” Penneys said. “Hope-
fully, a couple weeks after 
that, I’ll be a lot better.”

Tickets for the 4 p.m. per-
formance will be distributed 
at 8:30 a.m. on the brick walk 
oustide the Colonnade. In 
case of rain, tickets will be 
sold at 8 a.m. 
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“We get very caught up in 
measuring the way in which 
voters’ opinions are chang-
ing and how the people that 
are less committed to both 
candidates are feeling,” Ko-
hut said.

In today’s lecture, Kohut 
and Lehrer will discuss the 
changing compositions of U.S. 
political parties, the increas-
ing polarization of the U.S. po-
litical sphere and how Ameri-
can priorities are changing. 

In this day and age, Amer-
ica’s defined political parties 
are shrinking, Kohut said. 

“There’s a smaller number 
of Americans that think of 

themselves as Republicans 
or Democrats and more that 
see themselves as indepen-
dents,” he said.

Kohut has been working 
with and analyzing polls 
since he was a graduate stu-
dent studying sociology at 
Rutgers. He received his un-
dergraduate degree from Se-
ton Hall University in 1964. 

“I left an assistantship in 
graduate school for a part-
time job a the Gallup Organi-
zation, and I just fell in love 
with what the Gallup poll 
was doing,” Kohut said. “I 
just learned so much about 
measuring public opinion.”

In 1979, Kohut became 
president of the Gallup Or-
ganization. A decade later, 
he founded Princeton Survey 

Research Associates. In 1989, 
he became the founding di-
rector of surveys for The 
Times Mirror Center. In 2004, 
he established the Pew Re-
search Associates, for which 
he received the first Innova-
tors Award from the Ameri-
can Association of Public 
Opinion Research. 

During his storied career, 
he has calculated and high-
lighted major shifts in public 
sentiment. He often contrib-
utes to The New York Times and 
writes columns for Columbia 
Journalism Review and AOL 
news. Kohut says one of the 
biggest surprises in the world 
of politics during the last de-
cade has been the emergence 
of a youthful generation with 
a liberal-minded majority.

“The millennial genera-
tion came in as baked-in 
liberals and baked-in Demo-
crats — it’s a very liberal 
generation, and there was no 
sense that that would hap-
pen,” Kohut said. 

Kohut said one of the in-
teresting aspects of this year’s 
election is the lack of attention 
to foreign policy. The pollster 
said the issues that won Presi-
dent George W. Bush the 2004 
election have virtually disap-
peared from the public opin-
ion radar.

“If you ask people how 
worried they are, they will 
say they’re very worried, but 
it really fell off greatly,” he 
said, listing Osama bin Lad-
en’s death and the end of the 
Iraq War as turning points in 

public opinion.
This year’s election will 

measure how Americans view 
their government’s role. Ko-
hut said that since the Obama 
administration’s ascension, 
issues regarding the breadth 
of federal power have gained 
importance in voters’ minds. 
That comes as a reversal of 
a historical trend toward a 
more activist government. 

“Between ’94 right up to 
’08, the public was going in 
the reverse, toward an ac-
tivist government,” Kohut 
said. “In 2009, it just about re-
versed — the trend reversed 
itself. It was very surprising 
to see the trend go slowly one 
way, then the other, and back 
— now all of the sudden it 
has switched.”

In addition to regu-
lar editorials and columns 
published in some of the 
nation’s most-read publica-
tions, Kohut has co-authored 
four books. The most recent, 
America Against the World, co-
written with Bruce Stokes, 
examined the global rise of 
anti-American feelings dur-
ing the 21st century. 

Today will be Kohut’s first 
trip to Chautauqua. 

“It’s my job to inform audi-
ences with a keen interest in 
public affairs, about what’s 
happening with respect to 
public opinion in this elec-
tion,” he said. “And I look 
forward to doing that with 
people who are gathered in 
Chautauqua who have a repu-
tation for being in the know.”

kohut
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Chittister is also a mem-
ber and former president of 
the Leadership Conference 
of Women Religious, an or-
ganization of American nuns 
and sisters that has received 
recent media attention for 
its clash with the Vatican. 
American Cardinal William 
Levada is investigating the 
group for alleged “radical 
feminism” that counters doc-
trinal teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church. The Vati-
can’s “doctrinal assessment” 
said the group was not suf-
ficiently promoting orthodox 
teachings on sexuality and 
gender and was spending too 
much time focusing on social 
justice issues. 

Despite such obstacles, 
Chittister said she continues 

to advocate for social justice 
and a common good to get 
people talking. 

“I know when I walk into 
an audience that I’m deal-
ing with difficult, sometimes 
contentious and always chal-
lenging subjects,” she said. “I 
come to a place to legitimate 
new thought, so that when I 

leave and people are sitting 
on the porch that night, they 
can say, ‘You know, I heard 
Joan Chittister today, and she 
said the dumbest thing; what 
do you think about that?’ It 
enables people to start con-
versations in small arenas 
where it might be difficult for 
them to take ownership of 
the idea themselves.” 

Chittister sees the Chau-
tauqua audience, to which 
she has been speaking since 
the 1980s, as one she trusts to 
take advantage of her words 
— no matter how challeng-
ing they are.

“I honestly said to myself, 
‘Joan, this is a very complex 
subject. You have spent a 
lot of time structuring this 
answer and giving it some 
context. Was it worth your 
time to do all this for one au-
dience?’” she said. “As much 

as I love this material and as 
hard as I worked on it, I know 
I’ll probably never be able to 
give this particular presen-
tation again. Chautauqua is 
that one place where ideas, 
ideals and faith come togeth-
er in a kind of social cauldron 
that makes a person think 
that change is possible.”

Chittister said she hopes 
members of her audience 
will walk away with a no-
tion that they can create cri-
teria to identify, support and 
promote a common good in 
this country. 

“These people are serious 
and committed to their work 
as citizens; that’s why I come 
to Chautauqua,” she said. 
“Chautauqua may look like 
a Victorian village, but it’s 
got an astronaut’s perspec-
tive of the world. It’s a hot-
house for tomorrow.”

chittister
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“They’re probably not 
very relaxed, because it’s a 
really difficult program,” 
Muffitt said. “But I think 
they’re ready to step up to 
the plate and deliver.”

no one embodies that 
very sentiment more than 
first-year student Patrick 
Hunninghake, who is ready 
to embrace the stress.

“I think a lot of the joy 

that we get from perform-
ing comes from the pres-
sure that is put on us,” the 
24-year-old trumpeter said.

 “Everyone is demanding 
a lot of us. They’re expecting 
us to be excellent,” Hunning-
hake said. “And when we 
meet those expectations and 
we’re able to perform at an 
extremely high level, that’s 
what gives us that rush. 
That’s what makes us super 
excited to do what we’re do-
ing. That’s what makes us 
want to be musicians.”

msfo
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The Chautauquan Daily on the Web

Check out chqdaily.com this summer for the headlining 
stories from the Daily, multimedia content and a PDF of 
today’s newspaper.

 — SiSter Joan ChittiSter
OSB

Chautauqua is that 
one place where ideas, 
ideals and faith come 
together in a kind of 
social cauldron that 
makes a person think 
that change is possible.
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Sydney MalteSe
Staff Writer

As the generation that 
populated Chautauqua in the 
later half of the 20th century 
ages, a younger group begins 
to fill the roles of the Institu-
tion’s leading volunteers and 
enthusiasts. 

the group is ready to take 
up the responsibility of ensur-
ing that the Chautauqua tradi-
tion continues; they are eager 
to become the supporters who 
carry the institution. they are 
the noW Generation.

An organization to bring 
together those up-and-com-
ing Chautauquans, noW 
Generation seeks to give a 
voice to that rising demo-
graphic and to build a stron-
ger Chautauqua. By connect-
ing people and engaging in 

activities at Chautauqua and 
beyond, noW Generation 
supports the leaders who 
will bring the institution into 
an auspicious future.

“their voices are impor-
tant, and we want to hear 
more and get them engaged,” 
said Megan Sorenson, assis-
tant director of the Chautau-
qua Fund.

She and other noW Gen-
eration leaders constantly 
seek new and better ways to 
engage the group.

At 5 p.m. Friday evening, 
noW Generation will host a 
young leadership reception 
at the President’s Cottage. 
George Snyder, chairman 
of the institution’s board of 
trustees, will address the 
group at the reception, fol-
lowed by institution Presi-
dent thomas M. Becker.

Members of noW Genera-
tion range in age from 21 to 
their early 50s. they share a 
desire to stay informed about 
the affairs of the institution 
and to keep Chautauqua rel-
evant to younger and mid-
dle-aged people. Members 
explore the impact of Chau-
tauqua on their lives by shar-
ing experiences and work-
ing to connect the younger 
Chautauqua community to 
the institution.

Some members attend re-
gional events throughout the 
nation, which bring them 
together outside of summer 
on the grounds. in April, the 
group attended a national 
Geographic Society event 
about Cuba in Washington, 
D.C. 

“We’re seeking to rein-
force the connection to each 

other throughout the year,” 
Sorenson said. “this com-
munity doesn’t end when the 
season is over … we bring it 
back to our home activities.”

the group has grown and 
evolved since its formation.

“our goal is to make sure 
we’re staying in tune with 
the needs of those who come 
here,” she said.

the group also reinforces 
the concept of service, an 
idea highly valued through-
out the institution’s history. 
noW Generation’s members 
are invested in Chautauqua 
and try to find ways they can 
use their time and talents 
to improve the institution. 
through leadership, friend-
ship and philanthropy, mem-
bers are able to give back to 
the institution that gives to 
them.

Members volunteer with 
noW Generation in a variety 
of capacities, including web-
site design and promotion, 
marketing and public rela-
tions, fundraising, commu-
nity ambassadorship, event 
coordination, and network-
ing and collaborating.

the organization also 
wants to gain input from 
Chautauquans at all levels, 
not just from trustees or di-
rectors.

in past meetings, noW 
Generation members gener-
ated the idea of an advisory 
council, whose members 
would function as junior 
trustees and would report to 
the institution and Founda-
tion boards. the concept of 
the advisory council is still 
in its planning stages.

Although Chautauqua 
Foundation staff, such as So-
renson, attend and support 
noW Generation activities, 
the Foundation and the insti-
tution do not lead the group.

“they own this group,” 
Sorenson said, referring to 
the group’s members. “We’re 
just here to help facilitate.”

the meeting Friday will 
give members insight on the 
institution’s current state, 
and about what is new in 
Chautauqua’s future. Mem-
bers will also have time to 
socialize, to get to know one 
another better, and to gener-
ate some ideas for the future 

of the organization.
the 2013 Season will in-

clude a weekly theme on 
“the next Greatest Genera-
tion,” and noW Generation 
plans to incorporate the 
theme into its programming 
and events.

“It’s a natural fit for this 
group — to do something in-
teresting and different,” So-
renson said.

Benefits of a NOW Gen-
eration membership include 
special “behind-the-scenes” 
gathering, “happy hours” 
before institution shows and 
a subscription to “Pillars,” a 
semi-annual publication for 
Chautauquan leaders.

Those interested in partici-
pating in NOW Generation, 
becoming a part of the email list 
or attending events, may email 
Megan Sorenson at msoren-
son@ciweb.org. NOW Genera-
tion also has a Facebook group 
and an informational page at 
www.chautuaquafounda-
tion.org, under membership 
opportunities.

leah harriSon
Staff Writer

in March 2011, Chautau-
qua institution partnered 
with the u.S. Embassy in Ha-
rare, Zimbabwe, to create one 
of three international Chau-
tauqua Literary and Scien-
tific Circles. 

through a grant for inno-
vations in diplomacy, the u.S. 
State Department supplied 
Kindles loaded with 12 CLSC 
books to 46 Zimbabwean 
leaders. one of those leaders 
completed a weeklong stay at 
Chautauqua institution over 
the weekend.

A member of the senior 
reading circle, Constantine 
Chimakure extended an 
international investigative 
journalism tour of the united 
States to visit Chautauqua. 
As editor of NewsDay in Zim-
babwe, Chimakure is inter-
ested in investigative jour-
nalism techniques used in 
the u.S. and how they might 
help alleviate oppression in 
his country. 

“We cannot keep quiet 
for a long time,” Chimakure 
said. “We have to stand up 
and speak truth to power.”

Chimakure’s resolve to 
improve the situation in 
his homeland, despite hav-
ing been arrested numerous 
times, makes him an asset to 
the CLSC in Zimbabwe. Chi-

makure reads and discusses 
books about civil rights, jus-
tice and history with 22 other 
leaders, including business-
people, government officials 
and media figures.

Among CLSC-Z’s mem-
bers is Sharon Hudson-Dean, 
public affairs counselor at 

the u.S. Embassy. She en-
visioned a community of 
leaders in Zimbabwe dis-
cussing important, modern 
literature. Hudson-Dean, 
whose parents own property 
at Chautauqua, spent parts of 
her childhood here.

Ambassador Charles Ray 

leads CLSC-Z’s discussion. 
His role in the reading group 
contributes to his outreach 
goal.

“outreach might sound 
simple but can be very chal-
lenging, especially in coun-
tries where the power cen-
ter seeks to maintain and 
tighten its control over the 
population,” Ray wrote in an 
August 2011 blog post. 

“Leaders unwilling to 
give up power don’t appreci-
ate outside voices question-
ing their methods and goals. 
Finding the right tools to fa-
cilitate the sharing of ideas 
and information can be diffi-
cult, but, thanks to the efforts 
of Sharon Hudson-Dean, my 
public affairs counselor, and 
the Chautauqua Literary 
and Scientific Circle (CLSC) 
based in Chautauqua, new 
york, we here in Harare now 
have some of the most effec-
tive tools imaginable — bril-
liant books and a forum in 
which to discuss them.”

Chimakure was promoted 
to editor of NewsDay in Feb-
ruary, after having been an 
editor for the Zimbabwe Inde-
pendent — a business weekly 
— for five years. Both papers 
are owned by Alpha Media 
Holdings.

Chimakure’s arrests are 
most frequently linked to ar-
ticles he writes or publishes 
exposing corruption in Zim-

babwe’s police force. through 
what he calls “simple and 
straightforward analysis,” 
Chimakure has reported po-
lice kidnappings and looting. 

in a recent case, he chal-
lenged the constitutionality 
of the law under which he 
was arrested. the case went 
to Zimbabwe’s Supreme 
Court, which, according to 
Chimakure, agreed that the 
charges were unconstitution-
al but withheld judgment for 
more than two years to per-
mit more arrests of journal-
ists.

Withholding judgment 
stops a defendant from being 
found not guilty, preventing 
them from recouping legal 
costs. While a case proceeds, 
strict conditions are enforced 
on the accused, including 
frequent police check-ins, 
a forced surrender of their 
passport, and a stop on busi-
ness transactions. ultimately, 
Chimakure said, he feels that 
the government is attempt-
ing to intimidate other jour-
nalists from reporting on its 
corruption.

Chimakure’s trip to the 
u.S. strengthened his resolve 
“not to pull any punches.” 
Before he came to Chautau-
qua, he visited several na-
tional and local newspapers 
and attended the investiga-
tive Reporters & Editors Con-
ference in Boston.

His integrity and profes-
sional ambition are reasons 
he was chosen as a member 
of CLSC-Z, and his experi-
ence in the reading circle has 
the potential to enrich his 
journalistic viewpoint.

“it’s not only about read-
ing and understanding the 
books,” Chimakure said, 
“it shapes our lives, too. We 
learn a lot from the books — 
a lot of history, a lot about the 
human race, so it’s education-
ally beneficial. It enriches our 
understanding of how the 
world evolved.”

While at Chautauqua, 
Chimakure had a chance 
to attend CLSC events, per-
formances and the “Roger 
Rosenblatt and Friends on 
the Literary Arts” morning 
lecture series. on tuesday, 
he especially enjoyed Rosen-
blatt’s discussion with Derek 
and Sissela Bok, both authors 
of books on happiness.

“i was so enthralled by 
the level of knowledge and 
insight they have on happi-
ness,” Chimakure said.

When he returns to Zim-
babwe, Chimakure will com-
municate what he learned 
to his media and reading 
circle colleagues, encourag-
ing them to make the trip to 
Chautauqua institution.

NOW Generation promotes leadership, civic engagement

Zimbabwe ClSC member visits institution

MICHELLE KANAAR  |  Staff Photographer

Constantine Chimakure, Zimbabwe journalist and member of the 
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle in Zimbabwe, visited 
Chautauqua Institution during Week One.



“What kind of nation would we really like to be, and 
how do we get there on our own? I don’t think with-
out God — we won’t get there without God. How 

can we get there and bring our politicians along with us?” Rev. 
Oliver “Buzz” Thomas asked at Sunday morning worship.

Thomas will serve Chautauqua as preacher for Week Two. His 
reading was Isaiah 65:17-25.

“It’s our first great glimpse of the Kingdom,” Thomas said. 
“Everybody has a house, and a vineyard and a job.”

“If we are to be ‘Kingdom people’ in our churches, in our 
synagogues, in our mosques, in our faith communities … this is 
what we need to be aiming for. It’s what nations ought to be aim-
ing for,” he said. “Low aim, not failure, is sin.”

In 1630, John Winthrop declared America stood as “a city on a 
hill,” whereas the first governor of Rhode Island, Roger Williams, 
strove to show that American exceptionalism was a myth.

“We Americans always thought we were special,” Thomas said.
In the Bible, the goal of exceptionalism was service.
“If there is such a thing as exceptionalism — as American 

exceptionalism — it is for service, not for dominion,” Thomas 
said. “Sadly, America has developed a reputation for selfishness 
in many parts of the world today.”

Nevertheless, Thomas believes Americans are generous and 
creative problem-solvers. He pointed to America’s role in rebuild-
ing after World War II and the aid distributed in the wake of the 
2007 tsunami in Southeast Asia.

“(Our reputation) soared, because we cared,” he said.
But to Thomas, politics that promote out-of-control spending, 

which he called “exceptionally bad,” and a lack of environmental 
concern are a shame.

“The world needs American leadership like never before; here 
we are stuck in political gridlock,” he said.

According to Thomas, there is bad news and good news re-
garding the current political situation.

“Our politicians can’t get us there right now … and it’s not 
their fault,” he said.

That’s the bad news. The paradigms of leadership in Washing-
ton, D.C., have changed in three important ways. First, people are 
more isolated, which makes deal-making and problem-solving 
more difficult.

“When you know someone, it’s a different sort of disagree-
ment that you have when disagreements come, because you 

don’t lose their respect,” he said. “Money drives politics.”
It costs $20 million to run a statewide campaign, and Thomas 

explained that ideological supporters are more likely to donate 
money to those campaigns. As a result, politicians are more likely 
to move to the fringes of their political parties to appease the 
donors.

Thomas said the good news is we can solve our problems 
without politicians.

“We have done it before,” he said.
He cited the grassroots nature of the civil rights movement as 

an example.

“Our churches, our synagogues, our mosques, our houses of 
worship can lead the way … must lead the way,” he said.

The Rev. Joan Brown Campbell presided. Robert Metzgar read 
the scripture. Metzgar is former owner and president of North 
Penn Pipe and Supply and a trustee of both Penn State University 
and Chautauqua Institution. The Chautauqua Choir provided 
sacred music. The anthem was “The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee 
(Psalm 145:15-16)” by Jean Berger, and the offertory anthem was 
“Once to Every Man and Nation,” by Thomas John Williams. Jared 
Jacobsen, organist and worship and sacred music coordinator, led 
the choir.
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Roger E. Caldwell, of 
Oil City, Pa., died suddenly 
on Dec. 28, 2011, at age 90. He 
was a familiar face around 
the Chautauqua grounds 
for the last 65 years. He was 
often seen with his camera 
and shared photos of friends’ 
homes and families. He was 
also a faithful contributor to 
the United Methodist House. 
He was elated to receive his 
90-year complimentary ticket 
this past season, especially 
because his grandson’s photo 

was the ticket background. He 
was the patriarch of four gen-
erations, and is survived by 
his wife of 68 years, Kathryn, 

daughter Nancy Funka (Rev. 
Thomas) and son Jim (Dean-
na); three grandsons; and one 
great-granddaughter. 

In memorIam

Milestones

Roger Caldwell on his 90th 
birthday.

Column by EMILY PERPER

Morning Worship

Eric ShEa | Staff Photographer

ABOVE: The Rev. oliver  
“buzz” Thomas delivers 

the sermon during Sunday 
morning worship service 

in the Amphitheater. 

Right: The Chautauqua Choir 
performs “The Eyes of All Wait 

upon Thee” and “once to 
Every man and nation.”

‘Our houses of 
worship must 
lead the way’

Pets

Register cats and dogs at the Chautauqua Police Department 
(located behind the Colonnade) 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday (716-357-6225). There is a $1 fee. Leashing 
and cleaning up after your dog are mandatory and will be 
appreciated by walkers, joggers and barefoot sunbathers. 
Dogs should be restrained from frolicking in formal gardens, 
Bestor Plaza, the lakefront promenade, playgrounds, beaches, 
Miller Park and areas around public buildings. 

A dog park has been created at the north end of Turner 
Community Center. Dogs can run inside a fenced area and 
play with fellow canines. Hours are 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

With the exception of dogs assisting disabled people, pets 
are not permitted in any Chautauqua Institution buildings or 
program facilities. 
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the Edith B. & arthur 
Earley Fund for the Per-
forming arts helps support 
tonight’s performance of the 
Music School Festival or-
chestra with music director 
Timothy Muffitt. 

the Earleys started com-
ing to Chautauqua in 1959 
because “it’s a unique place 
in the world.” art graduated 
from Wake Forest Univer-
sity, was a member of the 
Board of Visitors for many 
years and has received the 
university’s Distinguished 
alumni award. he earned 
his master’s degree from 
the University of north 
Carolina. he was chairman 
and chief executive officer 
of Meldrum & Fewsmith 
advertising inc., an inter-

national advertising agency 
headquartered in Cleveland.

Edith graduated from 
Duquesne University and 
earned her master’s de-
gree at the University of 
Pittsburgh. She taught in 
McKeesport, Pa., before 
she married in 1955, and 
then taught in Cleveland 
for two years. She was ac-
tive as a volunteer in many 
charitable organizations in 
Cleveland and was a great 
supporter of Chautauqua. 
Edith died in 1995. 

art was a trustee of the 
Cleveland Play house, 
the Cleveland institute of 
Music and the Cleveland 
theater Festival. he was a 
director and officer of the 
Cleveland arts Council and 

was president of the Cleve-
land hearing & Speech 
Center. he devoted a great 
deal of his time to his pro-
fession of communications, 
serving on several regional 
and national boards. he 
was involved in community 
organizations and received 
many honors throughout 
his career.

If you would be interested in 
discussing the possibility of es-
tablishing an endowed fund to 
support the performing arts or 
another aspect of Chautauqua’s 
program, please contact Karen 
Blozie, director of Gift Plan-
ning, at 716-357-6244, or email 
her at kblozie@ciweb.org.

Earley Fund for Performing 
Arts supports MSFO concert

Sharp lectureship supports 
Chittister Interfaith Lecture

the h. Parker and Emma 
o. Sharp lectureship Fund 
provides funding for today’s 
interfaith lecture featuring 
Joan Chittister. 

Mr. Sharp was born in 1903 
and raised in Pittsburgh. he 
attended harvard University 
and harvard law School be-
fore returning to Pittsburgh 
to join the firm of Reed Smith 
Shaw & McClay. he later 
became vice president and 
general counsel of Jones & 
laughlin Steel Company of 
Pittsburgh, a position he held 
for 26 years.

an elder of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church, Mr. 
Sharp also served on the 
board of the Pittsburgh theo-
logical Seminary. he passed 
away in 1994. 

Mrs. Sharp was born in 
Pittsburgh and graduated 
from Westminster College 
in new Wilmington, Pa., 
with a bachelor’s degree. 
She received an additional 
library degree from Carn-
egie Mellon library School 
and became librarian at the 
Bellevue high School in 
Pittsburgh. 

She served for 11 years 
on the Westminster College 
Board of trustees and also as 
an elder of Shadyside Presby-
terian Church in Pittsburgh. 
Married in 1937, the Sharps 
celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary at Chau-
tauqua in 1987, including a 
charter cruise on the “Gad-
fly” and an Athenaeum Ho-
tel dinner for approximately 

55 guests.
Children of the couple 

are Susie Dorrance and Sally 
adams. Mrs. Sharp’s parents 
brought her to Chautauqua 
in her youth. that early in-
terest in Chautauqua attract-
ed the Sharps back to the 
grounds after they became 
grandparents.

 Commenting on the cou-
ple’s establishment of the reli-
gion lectureship, Mrs. Sharp 
noted, “We are very much 
interested in Chautauqua’s 
remembrance of her religious 
beginnings. We feel the spiri-
tual side of life is just as im-
portant as the physical and 
mental sides of life, and we 
want the religious program-
ming to be strengthened.”

Area Information
Information about nearby 
attractions outside the 
Chautauqua Institution 
grounds is available at 
the Main Gate Welcome 
Center and Colonnade 
lobby. The Chautau qua 
County Visitors’ Bureau 
is located at the Main 
Gate Welcome Center 
(www.tourchautauqua.
com or 716-357-4569 or 
1-800-242-4569).

Skateboarding

Skateboarding is not 
permitted on the grounds.



Mary DesMonD
Staff Writer

“I am not looking out to-
day on an audience of fallen 
sinners. I am looking out 
today on an audience of hu-
man beings who have not 
yet achieved the fullness of 
their humanity,” said retired 
Episcopal Bishop John Shelby 
Spong during Friday’s Inter-
faith Lecture.

In the final lecture of his 
weeklong series, Spong chal-
lenged the notion of original 
sin and recast the meaning 
and role of Jesus Christ for 
Christians living in the 21st 
century.

In the 2 p.m. lecture in the 
Hall of Philosophy, Spong 
traced the ancient and bib-
lical history that called for 
the development of a di-
vine Christ-like figure, the 
life and way of Jesus Christ, 
and ultimately defined what 
he believes it means to be a 
Christian today.

The traditional idea of 
God as a supernatural being 
that resides in the firmament 
and descends to Earth to per-
form miracles and save the 
world from sin no longer fits 
with our modern laws of sci-
ence and logic, Spong said.

The Christian understand-
ing of Jesus as a savior stems 
from the idea that human 
beings are born with origi-
nal sin. That concept entered 
Christian theology in the 
third and fourth centuries, 
Spong said. 

“It is the result they claim 
from a fall from the perfec-
tion which God intended 
for us all. The perfection for 
which human life was origi-
nally created,” he said. 

Christian theologians, 
such as St. Augustine, who 
read the Bible literally, de-
veloped the theology based 
on exactly what was written 
in the Book of Genesis. Early 
thinkers used the stories of 
the Bible to explain aspects 

of the world and humanity, 
which they could not under-
stand, Spong said.

“They did not know the 
second and third chapters 
of Genesis were not written 
by the same author,” he said. 
“They didn’t know it was 500 
years older, they just thought 
it was the continued story of 
the word of God.”

“If the first chapter of Gen-
esis said that the world was 
created perfect and that hu-
man beings were created in 
the image of God, then they 
asked, ‘Where in the world 
did evil come from?’” Spong 
said.

The answers to those 
questions were all given in 
the Book of Genesis. The first 
three chapters taught that 
God had created a perfect 
Earth and that humans cor-
rupted the perfection God 
had created by eating from 
the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil, Spong said.

“In that corruption, they 
corrupted all of God’s cre-
ations,” he said.

The fall from God’s grace 

resulted in suffering and 
death on Earth, Spong said. 
Early theologians said that 
the sin of destroying God’s 
perfect world was so terrible 

the only hope for salvation 
would be if God came to 
Earth to rescue humankind. 
The story of Jesus Christ was 
created to tell the story of 
how God descended to Earth 
to sacrifice himself on the 
cross to give mankind eter-
nal life, Spong said.

“Now what’s wrong with 
all of this? Everything, ev-
erything is wrong with this,” 
Spong said. 

One of the first problems 
with that understanding 
of God, and the role of Je-
sus Christ as the savior, is 
how the story portrays God, 
Spong said. 

“God becomes a monster, 
God’s an ogre, God is one 
that does not know how to 
forgive, God is one who has 
to have a human sacrifice, a 
blood offering,” he said.

That conception of the Je-
sus story turns Jesus into a 
masochistic victim, Spong 
said.

“It turns our religion into 
a religion of guilt and ma-
nipulation,” he said. “You 
and I become guilt-filled 
people; the primary coin of 
the realm of Christianity has 
been guilt. Guilt — the gift 
that keeps on giving.”

“The message of the Chris-
tian church cannot be just 
guilt; guilt doesn’t produce 
life,” Spong said.

The last problem with the 
early Christian conception of 
Jesus Christ is that, based on 
the logical and scientific data 
embraced by modern-day so-
ciety, the stories of the foun-
dations of human life found 
in Genesis and taken literally 
by early theologians are im-
possible, he said.

“Life is not static, life has 
developed over the last 3.8 
billion years, from single 
cells to self-conscious com-
plexity,” Spong said. 

When advances in science 
destroyed the theory of cre-
ation, the entire creation sto-
ry — and belief systems sur-
rounding it — were blown 
apart, he said. Without the 

creation story, the story of 
original sin in the Garden of 
Eden is lost, and if there was 
no fall from grace in Eden, 
the need for a savior disap-
pears.

The idea of Jesus as a su-
pernatural deity who sacri-
ficed his life by dying on the 
cross so humans could have 
eternal life is scientifically, 
and logically, improbable, but 
that does not mean Jesus did 
not have a powerful and pro-
found influence on our hu-
man conscience, Spong said. 

“When I look at the por-
trait of Jesus as it is refracted 
to me through the gospels 
and through the Christian 
tradition, I see Jesus primar-
ily as a boundary-breaker,” 
he said. 

“I see Jesus as a life that is 
able somehow to affirm his 
and our humanity so deeply 
that you and I begin to be 
free to lay down the security 
barriers that each of us builds 
around ourselves to enhance 
our survival,” Spong said. 

Human beings are biologi-
cally drawn to selfishness 
as a route to survival. Jesus’ 
experience of life and way of 
life introduced humanity to a 
new consciousness of what it 
means to be alive, to be lov-
ing humans. 

In Paul’s second epistle, he 
wrote that barriers disappear 
when people live in the Christ 
experience, Spong said. 

“In Christ, there’s neither 
gay nor straight, there’s nei-
ther Jew nor Muslim, there’s 
neither Catholic nor Protes-
tant, there’s neither ortho-
dox or reform, there’s neither 
Sunni nor Shiite,” he said. 
“But what there is, is a new 
creation, that it is in Christ 
we are called to be so deeply 
and fully human that we no 
longer have to spend our 
energy building ourselves 
up by tearing someone else 
down.” 

That understanding of Je-
sus is supported in different 
moments throughout the gos-
pels, Spong said. Following 
Jesus’ crucifixion, a Roman 
soldier is quoted as saying, 
“That’s what God is like.”

“He’s saying, I see in the 
human ability to escape its 
boundaries and give its life 
away — that’s where I see the 
presence of God,” Spong said. 

In Matthew’s metaphor-
heavy gospel, a star appeared 
above Jesus’ birthplace. The 
star attracted followers from 
all cultures and religions, 
across all boundaries. 

In chapter two of the Book 
of Acts, written by Luke, the 
story of the Pentecost is told. 
In the story, the Holy Spirit 
appeared to the early Chris-
tians and they were lifted out 
of their tribal constraints. 

“They laid down their 
security system, and when 
they did they found they 

could communicate with 
anyone in whatever lan-
guage they spoke, because 
the language of human love 
is universal,” Spong said. 
“It’s not a miracle story. Pe-
ter didn’t suddenly begin to 
speak Chinese or German. 
Don’t be so literal or dumb 
about the Bible.”

In the Gospel of John, it 
is argued that the most im-
portant moment of Jesus’ 
life was when he died on the 
cross. The moment of Jesus’ 
crucifixion was the moment 
in which he was able to give 
himself away in love, wholly 
and completely.

“What we need to under-
stand is that divinity is not 
the opposite of humanity, di-
vinity is the depth of human-
ity,” he said. 

In the 10th chapter of the 
Gospel of John, the disciples 
asked Jesus why he had come 
to Earth. Jesus responded, “I 
have come that you might 
have life and that you might 
have it abundantly,” Spong 
said.

“That’s what our faith is 
about — it’s not about mak-
ing you religious or moral or 
right. Our faith is about call-
ing you to live, calling you 
to the fullness of humanity. 
We do not need to be saved, 
we need to become fully and 
deeply human. We do not 
need to be born again, we 
need to grow up.” 
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Spong recasts role of 
Jesus in Christianity

ADAM BIRKAN | Staff Photographer

Retired Episcopal Bishop John Shelby Spong gives the fifth and final lecture of his Week One series, “Re-Claiming 
the Bible in a Non-Religious World,” Friday afternoon in the Hall of Philosophy.

Eyal Press, author of Beau-
tiful Souls: Saying No, Breaking 
Ranks and Heeding the Voice 
of Conscience in Dark Times, 
will give a lecture titled 
“From the Holocaust to Abu 
Ghraib: What animates in-
dividual acts of courage and 
conscience in dangerous cir-
cumstances” at 3:30 p.m. to-
day at the Everett Jewish Life 
Center. 

Press is a New York-
based journalist whose es-

says, reviews and feature 
stories have appeared in The 
New York Review of Books, 
The New York Times Maga-
zine, The Nation, The Atlan-
tic and other publications. 
From 2009 to 2011, he was a 
Schwartz Fellow at the New 
America Foundation. He 
has written extensively on 
Israel, on politics, social is-
sues and the world of ideas. 
He is a past recipient of the 
James Aronson Award for 

Social Justice Journalism.
In Beautiful Souls, Press tells 

dramatic stories of unlikely 
resisters who feel the flicker 
of conscience when thrust 
into morally compromising 
situations. He shows that the 
boldest acts of dissent are of-
ten carried out not by radicals 
seeking to overthrow the sys-
tem but by true believers who 
cling with unusual fierceness 
to their convictions.

Beautiful Souls has received 

accolades for its “rich, pro-
vocative narratives of moral 
choice” (The Washington Post). 
According to a review in The 
New York Times, Press’ book 
is “a hymn to the mystery of 
disobedience.” 

Today’s lecture will be fol-
lowed by a book signing. On 
Tuesday, Press will speak on 
“Israel’s Conscientious Objec-
tors” for the Brown Bag lunch 
program at 12:15 p.m. at the 
Everett Jewish Life Center.  

Press to speak on individual acts of courage for EJLCC

 —JoHn sHeLBy sPonG
Retired Episcopal 

Bishop of Newark, N.J.

That’s what our faith 
is about, it’s not about 
making you religious or 
moral or right. Our faith 
is about calling you to 
live, calling you to the 
fullness of humanity. 
We do not need to be 
saved; we need to be-
come fully and deeply 
human. We do not 
need to be born again, 
we need to grow up.
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/02

2013 SEASON
A CHARMING GUEST cottage 
for 2013 Season. Sleeps two. 
Newly remodeled, park-like set-
ting, patio, on-site parking, on 
tram & bus route. W/D, A/C, 
cable, wireless internet, D/W, pet 
friendly. Week 9 2012 Season 
also available. 716-357-2499

APARTMENT-NEW.  Ground 
floor, A/C, Wi-fi, cable, W/D, 1 
bedroom, tram route, plaza, 1 
person, season/half season. 
716-357-5557

COLLINGWOOD-11 FOSTER.  
One Bedroom Apt., Weeks 1-4, 
Amenities, Private porch, 716-570-
4283, carolcollins53@gmail.com.

RENTAL 2013 full season or 
h a l f  s e a s o n  L O V E L Y, 
SPACIOUS 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
unit off large porch on ground 
floor, full amenities, central A/C 
and heat, W/D, Wi-fi, excellent 
location, steps from amp and 
plaza, on bus and tram route. 
Call for appointment. 357-5428

“STUNNING ART, modern com-
fort. 2 Bedroom, ground floor. 
Ramble, on sculpture garden. 
Housekeeping, paper delivery, wifi, 
stocked larder. 772-559-5538”

16 HURST AVE. Charming arts 
and crafts style cottage-seclud-
ed 4BR, 2BA, double lot, great 
parking. Available weeks 3 & 9. 
Beautiful porch, barbeque patio 
304-551-3123

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath, modern, 
well furnished, fully equipped, 
huge sleeping and dining porch, 
A/C, HEAT, DW, W&D, cable, 
WiFi, Parking,Rent weekly or 
season 42 Foster. jimorris@mor-
ristrust.net, (716)490-1659.

2012 SEASON
WEEK NINE: Charming house, 
16 Simpson.  Sleeps 8,eat-in 
k i t c h e n .  W / D ,  2  p o r c h -
es.357-5357. $1900.

2012 SEASON
3 BEDROOM, 2 bath, modern, 
well furnished, fully equipped, 
huge  s leep ing  and  d in ing 
porch, A/C, HEAT, DW, W&D, 
cable, WiFi, Parking, 42 Foster. 
j i m o r r i s @ m o r r i s t r u s t . n e t , 
(716)490-1659.

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT

PAUL MANOR Newly Remodeled 
Apt. Sleeps 2, 1 block to Amp, Wks 
6 & 8 $750 357-4583

BOATS FOR SALE
OUR RENTAL Boat Fleet is for 
Sale! Pontoon Boats-its l ike 
getting a new boat for a used 
boat price. Pontoon and Power 
B o a t s -  N e w  a n d  U s e d . 
Chautauqua Marina-Mayville 
716-753-3913

CONDOS FOR RENT
OVERLOOK CONDO., 2 bed-
room, 2 bath, AC, W/D, parking, 
minimum 3 weeks, $2100/week, 
440-248-0228.

EDUCATION
CELLO TUTOR WANTED for 
our 10 year-old. Weeks 1-7. 
Please call (716)365-9134.

VIOLA TUTOR WANTED for 
our 8 year-old.  Weeks 1-7. 
Please call (716)365-9134.

EVENTS
C H A U T A U Q U A L A K E 
BIGFOOT.COM  BIGFOOTS 
a re  L i v ing  i n  Chau tauqua 
County in Peace & Harmony 
with our County Neighbors... 
Watch the World’s First and 
only Bigfoot Convention avail-
able on Streaming Video, The 
Chautauqua Lake Bigfoot Expo 
recorded on May 6th, 2012 from 
Chautauqua Suites in Mayville, 
NY.

FOR RENT
GORGEOUS 3 bedroom town-
home next to Institution, heated 
pool, dock. Available weeks 7 & 
9, $1895/week. 716-512-2212

TWO BEDROOM  2 .5  ba th 
Pines Unit.  Special discounted 
rate.  Weeks 3, 8 and 9.   $1,150.  
Additional discount of 10% for 
two weeks.  Call (716) 338-
6298.

FOR SALE
ARTIST, BON VIVANT, Trevor 
Twist, Paints Family Portraits, 
House Portraits, Chautauqua 
S c e n e s  ( 4 1 0 ) - 2 7 4 - 6 6 5 2 . 
Portfolio at mitchellartschool.
com/teachers

CHQ CHARMS New. Ice cream 
cone, rocking chair & more. 
Available @ On the Plaza in 
Colonnade bldg. 357-3955

MAYVILLE VILLAGE home. 7 
minutes to the gate. Perfect 3 
bed, 2 bath ranch home, totally 
redone! Seasonal use or year-
around. $159,000. Kathie, REA, 
716-410-1851.

STEINWAY TIGER Mahogony 
Parlor Grand Piano- MFG, 1907-- 
Appraised by Froess Piano of Erie 
8/4/11- sound board- excellent, 
pin block- excellent, ivory keys, 
regularly maintained, Asking 
Price- $20,000.00 Terms- cashiers 
check- call 814-449-5400 in 
Edinboro, PA for appointment

LAND FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Eight (8) acres of 
Commercial Lake front lands Half a 
mile from the southern perimeter of 
Chautauqua Institution. Sewer, 
Water, & Land, build your own 
Estate, build your own Hotel or 
build your own Village. 10 Million 
Dollars... or... The Best one acre in 
the Bay = Three Million Dollars. 
chautauqualakeland@gmail.com

SERVICES

 WANTED

ANY MUSICIANS interested in 
playing for fun.  Second violin/
violist available. Contact Anne 
at 357-4933.

Beverly Hazen
Staff Writer

interested in the processes 
of accessing drinking water 
from chautauqua lake or 
wastewater removal at the 
sewer plant?

Tom cherry, operations 
supervisor for the chautau-
qua Utility district, will con-
duct a lake Walk at 6:30 p.m. 
today titled ”Water — Before 
and after.” cherry will be-
gin at the Heinz fitness cen-
ter covered porch (below the 
Yac) on south lake drive at 
the corner of south.

“i will have some pictures 
of the wastewater plant,” 
cherry said. “i also have 
some more archival informa-
tion from Jon schmitz and 
some from The Chautauquan.”

cherry will show photo-
graphs, some dated as early 
as 1890, of workers installing 
sewer mains and building 
manholes.

The main focus of today’s 
event will be walking to the 
wastewater plant, located 
south of the Boys’ and Girls’ 
club campus. cherry will 
lead a tour of the plant.

The Bird, Tree & Gar-
den club sponsors the lake 
Walk in partnership with the 
chautauqua Watershed con-
servancy.

Automated 
Teller Machines

An automated teller 
machines (ATM), are 
located in the Main 
Gate Welcome Cen-
ter, Colonnade lobby 
and Athenaeum Ho-
tel lobby during the 
summer season.

BTG Lake Walk gives tour of wastewater plant

GREG FUNKA | Staff Photographer

Parts of the Chautauqua sewage treatment plant, including the primary clarifiers, date to 1893, when 
the Institution became the first fully serviced community in the country. 

The ethel Paris and Theo-
dore albert Viehe lectureship 
helps provide funding for this 
morning’s 10:45 a.m. lecture by 
andrew Kohut and Jim lehrer.

The children of ethel Paris 
and Theodore albert Viehe 
donated funds for the en-
dowed lectureship, noting 
the importance chautauqua 
played in their family life.  
“Our parents really appreci-
ated the values of chautau-
qua and taught them to us at 
home” said one of their three 
sons, Richard Viehe.

Both of the donors’ grand-
mothers were chautauquans; 

one spent time at chautauqua 
with Mina edison.  Prior to 
World War ii, ethel and Theo-
dore discovered the joys of 
chautauqua for themselves.  in 
1945 the Viehes bought a home 
at 21 center and every summer 
their children return to that 
home.  Richard Viehe remem-
bers going to the Boys’ and 
Girls’ club with his two broth-
ers, twins John and James, and 
his sister Martha.

ethel and Theodore Viehe 
greatly appreciated education.  
He graduated from Harvard 
college and Harvard law 
school.  He was a discussion 

leader in Great Books and was 
active in church work.  He 
took great pleasure observ-
ing the steady movement to-
ward unity among american 
Protestantism.  a lawyer, he 
served four years as assistant 
district attorney in erie coun-
ty, New York and specialized 
in handling final court trials.  
eventually Theodore entered 
private law practice in Ham-
burg and Buffalo in the firm of 
andrew, sherwood and Viehe.  
He died at the age of 49, leaving 
his widow with four children 
younger than 12 years old.

ethel Viehe was born and 

raised in Buffalo.  she received 
a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Buffalo and mas-
ter’s from cornell University.  
she taught at Bennett High 
school in Buffalo and Ham-
burg central High school 
where she was the chairperson 
of the science department and 
senior class advisor.  she re-
tired to costa Mesa, california 
where she died in 1997.

The Viehes’ children and 
eleven grandchildren par-
ticipate regularly at chau-
tauqua.  Their son John is 
currently a member of the in-
stitution’s Board of Trustees.

Viehe Lectureship sponsors Kohut-Lehrer lecture

Land & Building
Building permits must be obtained from the Community Services/Operations Office (716-357-6245) for all 
interior and exterior work. To maintain Chautauqua’s contemplative atmosphere, construction without Institution 
permission is prohibited during the summer season. House trailers, mobile homes or camper-type trailers or other 
similar types of movable structures may not be used as living quarters on the grounds or in Institution parking lots. 
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t h e a t e r

Anthony BAnnon
Guest Reviewer

Identify the two char-
acters that appear to have 
stepped out of a pose in the 
pages of the old Vanity Fair, 
and you’ll know the outcome 
of the american classic com-
edy The Philadelphia Story.

It is in the thrust of the 
chin, don’t you know, and in 
the arch of the back, and how 
one handles one’s wrist. It is 
in the genes, the well-borne 
genes, which make the grade 
and open the doors of high 
society, Philadelphia style. 
and there is no getting away 
from it, come either hell or 
high heaven or a variety of 
other topic sentences at work 
in this nutty play — topics 
such as blackmail, philander-
ing, alcoholism and the mov-
ing target of marriage.

the marriage game — 
whether one is in it or out of it, 
and by the way, with whom? 
— is the core topic of The 
Philadelphia Story, written for 
Katharine hepburn by Philip 
Barry, first on stage in 1939 
and then on the screen in late 
1940. It is hard to imagine the 
incredible circumstances that 
swirl around the nubile tracy 
Lord, heiress to millions.

hepburn casts a dark 
shadow on tracy Lord, even 
through the intervention of 
more than 70 years. the play 
really was made for her.

Philip Barry knew that a 
lot of credibility could be hid-
den in the mysterious world 
of wealthy WaSP ways, as 
well as in the equally en-
chanted world of the theater. 
he also knew that Kate hep-
burn had the swagger to pull 
off the contrivances he want-
ed to establish.

But forget Kate. After five 
minutes on the Bratton the-
ater stage, young Carolyn 
holding owns the part of the 
headstrong beauty who, in 
the course of 24 hours, must 
decide whether she marries 
an opportunist, a yellow 
journalist or her alcoholic 
former husband. It is a rough 
sail. But by the third act, her 
knowing glances to the audi-
ence acknowledge her vic-
tory over lunacy. this is her 

show. entirely.
the windup of the play 

takes some time to establish 
its screwball set of circum-
stances: this willful, self-cen-
tered beauty leaves her alco-
holic husband for a self-made 
coal mining magnate, as her 
father winds down an affair 
and the family of fruitcakes 
struggles in their socialite 
ways to maintain the appear-
ance of a decorous balance in 
the face of an investigation 
and infiltration by sensation-
alizing journalists.

the take-home point of all 
this — the moral of the story 
— is that life on the surface 
(whether the surface of high 
society or of high-mind-
edness) offers little reward 
against the deeper values of 
virtue and love. It takes two 
acts to set that up and a rous-
ing third act to resolve it with 
high-flying comedy.

holding as tracy Lord; 
her daffy little sister, played 
by Molly Bernard; and Dave 
Quay, the outgoing husband, 
hold the play through the 
story’s early hours. those 
guys are really interesting. 
Yes, they are characters. to-
morrow, tracy will be mar-
ried, maybe to the coal man, 
and the family is aflutter over 
their father’s affair with a 
showgirl.

holding’s performance is 
a full orchestration. Begin-
ning with hepburn’s long 
vowels (I don’t know why) 
and her clipped edges in 
diction, holding brings the 
character quickly into her 
own voice, a range between 
throaty assertions and girl-
ish coquetry. With lithe and 
dance-like body control, she 
owns the stage whenever she 
is on it, moving as if from one 
pose to another in a fashion 
shoot and making it seem 
absolutely natural for her to 
be haughty and assured, or 
vulnerable underneath. She 
will remarry tomorrow, and 
everything will go her way, 
no matter who might be her 
husband.

Dave Quay, her ex, en-

ters the pre-nuptials with 
the assurance of his place 
along Society row. he has 
the panache of a yellow as-
cot against blue, worn with 
an off-brown jacket, hands 
thrust into his pockets just so, 
his manner well-bred, though 
now with the confidence and 
heart of sobriety. he is a dif-
ferent man now: still in love, 
but not looking back.

Philadelphia’s story pulls 
on the unexpected for its 
turning points. holding had 
no patience or compassion 
with Quay’s drunkenness 
back then, but it will take her 
own binge to find the heart 
that will set things straight.

and then it is the daffy 
little sister who leads the 
play to its conclusion, even 
though she is the silliest of 
the crew — seemingly un-
formed in every way, her 

songs out of key, her danc-
ing more pratfall than pir-
ouette, her pronunciations 
from another planet. Molly 
Bernard’s floppity manner-
ism are clownish exaggera-
tions of adolescence, but 
she sets the play’s course 
on comedy and sails strong 
into the wind after seizing 
the rudder to steer the show 
home to a crazed but per-
fect resolution.

the lessons hold: Love 
wins out, and the main char-
acters play into their opposite 
personae. holding, terribly 
hungover, finds compassion; 
Quay takes charge; and Ber-
nard speaks truth to lunacy, 
all while flouncing about, 
pulling on her braid and 
hitching her trousers: a vir-
tuoso effect.

the amazing thing is the 
players are still students, yet 

with the real wings of profes-
sionals. holding and Quay 
are in NYU’s graduate act-
ing program; Bernard is in 
the M.F.a. acting program 
at Yale. A cast of 13 includes 
other students, notably the 
journalists who complicate 
matters and provide the 
springboard for holding to 
learn life’s lessons. they are 
Kelsey Didion and Max roll, 
also nearing the end of their 
college careers. three equity 
actors anchor the effort in 
supporting roles.

It’s all such a pleasure, 
staging at the highest level, 
and after a few missed cues 
in the beginning, it moves 
along with impeccable tim-
ing and integrity, led by 
production director andrew 
Borba, now in his third year 
as CtC associate artistic di-
rector. tom Buderwitz takes 

top-line credit for scene de-
sign, an indoor sitting room 
and an outdoor terrace on a 
turntable, drawing applause 
as it changed positions with 
the cast in choreography as 
the scene moved. Costumes 
by tracy Christensen, by 
the way, were perfectly mar-
velous. Christensen should 
open a shop on the Chautau-
qua grounds.

The Philadelphia Story con-
tinues through July 8.

Anthony Bannon is executive 
director of the Burchfield Penney 
Art Center and a research pro-
fessor at Buffalo State College. A 
former critic fellow at the Eugene 
O’Neill Memorial Theater Foun-
dation, he previously served as an 
arts writer for the Buffalo News 
and director of George Eastman 
House in Rochester, N.Y.
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CTC’s ‘Philadelphia Story’ is ‘staging at the highest level’

ERIC SHEA | Staff Photographer

On the night before her wedding to another man, Tracy Lord (Carolyn Holding) listens unhappily as her ex-husband, C.K. Dexter Haven 
(Dave Quay), reveals how he felt about her while they were still married. Chautauqua Theater Company’s production of The Philadelphia 
Story continues through July 8.



7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Subagh Singh 
Khalsa (Sikhism/Yogic Meditation). 
Bring gate pass. Main Gate Welcome 
Center Conference Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:30 Ticket distribution for today’s 
4 p.m. Logan Chamber Music 
Concert. Line forms on the red brick 
walk in front of Colonnade. In case of 
rain, tickets will be distributed at 8 
a.m.

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “Elevating 
Belief over Behavior: How the 
Religion of Jesus Became the 
Religion about Jesus.” The Rev. 
Oliver (Buzz) Thomas, minister, 
exec. dir., Great Schools Partnership. 
Amphitheater

9:15  Kabalah. (Programmed by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Chautauqua) Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin. Alumni Hall 
Library

10:00 Voice Master Class. (School of 
Music.) Marlena Malas. McKnight 
Hall 

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45  LECTURE. “The Mood of America 
and Voter Priorities as the 
Presidential Election Approaches.” 
Andrew Kohut, pres., Pew Research 
Ctr.; Jim Lehrer, retired anchor, 
“PBS NewsHour.”Amphitheater

10:45 Story Time. (Stories planned for 5 to 
6-year-olds.) Smith Memorial Library

12:15 Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle Mini-Reviews and Book 
Discussions. The Other Wes Moore 
by Wes Moore Reviewed by Sarah 
Rosen and Elaine Arciszewski. 
Alumni Hall Porch 

12:15 Knitting. (Sponsored by the Dept. 
of Religion) “Women4Women–
Knitting4Peace.” Hall of Missions

1:00 Professional Women’s Network. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) “Gender Balancing 
the Business World: What is Taking 
So Long?” Avivah Wittenberg-Cox, 
CEO, 20-first. Women’s Club House

1:15 Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle Alumni Association Docent 

Tours of Alumni Hall and Pioneer 
Hall. 

1:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Book Discussion. 
The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore. 
Jeffrey Miller, CLSC coordinator, 
moderator. Alumni Hall Garden Room 

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. “An 
Uncommon Search for the Common 
Good.” Joan Chittister OSB, author, 
social analyst (read by the Rev. Joan 
Brown Campbell). Hall of Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 Piano Mind/Body Tune-up. (School 
of Music.) Fee. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios.

3:10 (3:10-4) Art of Investing. Discussion 
group. Smith Memorial Library

3:30 Lecture. (Sponsored by the Dept. 
of Religion.) “2012: What’s at Stake 
for Health Care.” Thomas F. Zenty 
III, chief exec. officer, University 
Hospitals, Cleveland. Hall of 
Philosophy 

3:30 (3:30-5:00) Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center.) 
“From the Holocaust to Abu Ghraib: 
What Animates Individual Acts 
of Courage and Conscience in 
Dangerous Circumstances?” Eyal 
Press.  Everett Jewish Life Center

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 

Gate Welcome Center

4:00 CHAMBER MUSIC*. New Arts Trio. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

 *Free tickets — two per person 
— for today’s concert will be 
distributed, first-come, first-served, 
on the red brick walk in front of the 
Colonnade at 8:30 a.m. (8 a.m. if 
rain.) The line begins to form around 
7:30 a.m. Ticket holders will be 
admitted to Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall 
until 3:50 p.m. After that time, all 
empty seats become available on a 
first-come basis. No seats may be 
saved.

6:30 (6:30-7:30) Lake Walk. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club with 
the Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy.) “Water - Before and 
After.” Tom Cherry, operations 
supervisor, Chautauqua Utility 
District. Meet at the covered porch at 
Heinz Beach (Below the YAC.)

7:00 Palestine Park Program.  
“A Journey Through Biblical Times.” 
Palestine Park

7:00 Introduction to the Labyrinth. 
(Sponsored by the Dept. of Religion.) 
Bring gate pass. Located adjacent to 
Turner Community Center

7:00 Icebreaker Games. Abrahamic 
Program for Young Adults. University 
Beach

8:15 MUSIC SCHOOL FESTIVAL 
ORCHESTRA. Timothy Muffitt, 
conductor. Amphitheater

• River’s Rush 
Kevin Puts

• Billy The Kid: Suite 
Aaron Copland

• Symphony No. 2, Op. 36 in D Major 
Ludwig van Beethoven
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7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Subagh Singh 
Khalsa. (Sikhism/Yogic Meditation). 
Bring gate pass. Main Gate Welcome 
Center Conference Room

7:30 Bird Walk & Talk. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Tina Nelson. Rain or shine. 
Bring binoculars. Meet at Smith 
Wilkes Hall entrance

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “If God Be 
For Us...” The Rev. Oliver (Buzz) 
Thomas, minister, exec. dir., Great 
Schools Partnership. Amphitheater

9:15 Project Talmud. (Programmed by 
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Alumni Hall 
Library

9:30 Young Women’s Group. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Women’s Clubhouse 
Porch

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. “Everything We Thought 
We Knew about American Politics 
is Wrong—or Not.” Whit Ayres (R) 
and Donna Brazile (D), political 
strategists; Jim Lehrer. Amphitheater

M
MONDAY
JULY 2

Tu
TUESDAY
JULY 3

10:45 Story Time. (Stories planned for 3 to 
4-year-olds.) Smith Memorial Library

12:00 (12-2) Tell Your CHQ Story. Video 
Interview Booth. St. Elmo porch

12:15 Tallman Tracker Organ Mini-
Concert. “Yankee Sensibility.” Jared 
Jacobsen, organist. Hall of Christ

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Writers’ Center.) “Informed 
Voters Need to Know - About Poetry.” 
James Armstrong, poet-in-
residence. Alumni Hall Porch 

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) The Henrietta Ord Jones 
Memorial Lecture. “Chautauqua Lake: 
Its Watershed and Its People, A Natural 
and Human History.” Tom Erlandson. 
Smith Wilkes Hall 

12:15 Brown Bag. (Programmed by the 
Everett Jewish Life Center.) “Israel’s 
Conscientious Objectors.” Eyal 
Press. Everett Jewish Life Center

12:15 (12:15-1:15) Brown Bag. “Meet 
and Greet Social.” (Sponsored by 
Metropolitan Community Church.) 
Chautauqua Gay and Lesbian 
Community. Alumni Hall Garden 
Room 

12:30 (12:30–1:55) Meditation Seminars. 
“What We Really Need to Know: 
Discovering Our True Identity, Part 
I.” Subagh Singh Khalsa (Sikh 
Dharma/Kundalini Yoga Meditation) 
Donation. Hall of Missions

1:00 Theater Tour. The Philadelphia 
Story. Chautauqua Theater Company. 
Bratton Theater

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. For men and 
women. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Fee. 
Women’s Club House

1:15 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Sports Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, chairman, 
Cordoba Initiative; Daisy Khan, exec. 
dir., ASMA. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 

Gate Welcome Center

2:30 Piano Master Class. (School of 
Music.) Fee. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios

3:15 Social Hour Denominational 
Houses

3:15 Hebrew Congregation 
Conversation & Refreshments. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30 Heritage Lecture Series, (Presented 
by the Partnership Trust of the NYS 
Archives, the Dept. of Religion and 
the Chautauqua Institution Archives.) 
“John Winthrop and Roger Williams: 
Competing Visions of Church and 
State in America.” Charles Haynes, 
sr. scholar, First Amendment Center; 
dir., Religious Freedom Education 
Project. Hall of Philosophy

4:00 THEATER. The Philadelphia Story 
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets 
at Main Gate Welcome Center or 
Colonnade lobby ticket offices and 
45 minutes before curtain at the 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

4:00 Faculty Artist Recital: Nicola 
Melville, piano. (Benefits the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:15 Garden Walk. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Joe McMaster. Meet under 
green awning at back of Smith 
Wilkes Hall

4:15 Young Readers Program. Ninth 
Ward by Jewell Parker Rhodes. 
Alumni Hall Garden Room

4:30 Knitting4Workshop. (Sponsored 
by the Dept. of Religion.) Kate 
Simmons. Hurlbut Church

5:00 FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT SERIES. 
The Gizmo Guys. Smith Wilkes Hall

7:00 FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT SERIES. 
The Gizmo Guys. Smith Wilkes Hall

7:00 Visual Arts Lecture Series. Isabel 
Manalo, studio art faculty, American 
University. Hultquist Center

7:00 Bible Study. (Sponsored by the Dept. 
of Religion.) “The Compassionate 
Christ.” The Rev. Dr. J. Paul 
Womack, leader. United Methodist 
House

7:00 Porch Chat with Oliver “Buzz” 
Thomas. Abrahamic Program for 
Young Adults. Pastor Paul’s porch 
across from Hurlbut Church

8:00 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Pops Concert: 
Independence Day Celebration. 
Stuart Chafetz, guest conductor; 
Michele Ragusa, soprano. 
Amphitheater

• “The Star Spangled Banner” 
Traditional

• The Olympic Spirit
  John Williams
•Hail to the Spirit of Liberty 
 John Philip Sousa
 •”The Trolley Song” from Meet Me in 

St. Louis 
 Hugh Martin
•Buglers Holiday 
 Leroy Anderson
•Beatles’ Hits Medley 
 Jeff Tyzik
•“Don’t Rain on My Parade” from 

Funny Girl 
 Julie Styne/Bob Merrill
•Fanfare for the Common Man Aaron 

Copland
•Suite from JFK 
 John Williams
•“God Bless America” (audience 

sing-along) 
 Irving Berlin
•Armed Forces on Parade (including 

“National Emblem March” by Bagley) 
 Arr. Robert Lowden
•“Somewhere over the Rainbow” from 

The Wizard of Oz 
 Harold Arlen
•1812 Overture, Op. 49
 Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

ERIC SHEA  |  Staff Photographer

Gary Puckett and the Union Gap perform Friday, June 29, in the Amphitheater. 

Youth 
Registration

Registration for youth 
programs takes place 
from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays in the Colonnade 
lobby and on site Monday 
through Friday. 
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