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“There is great truth to be 
found in fiction,” author Meg 
Wolitzer said. “Writers really 
need to make the case for that.”

Wolitzer will join friend 
and fellow author Roger 
Rosenblatt at 10:45 a.m. today 
in the Amphitheater as part 
of Week One’s literary arts 
theme. This is the third time 
Rosenblatt has hosted such a 
week at Chautauqua.

“You never know what’s 
going to happen when you go 
speak somewhere,” Wolitzer 
said. “Anything could happen.”

Rosenblatt and Wolitzer met 
at the Key West Literary Semi-
nar in 2005, where both authors 
sat on a panel about humor.

“Well, he certainly cracked 
me up,” Wolitzer said. “We’re in 
that same sort of writer’s world, 
and I admire him so much.”

Although Rosenblatt has 
not provided Wolitzer with 
topics or questions in advance, 

she anticipates a conversation 
on wit, the writer’s life and 
how a writer “just kind of gets 
things done.”

Whatever may arise, Wolitzer 
does not seem concerned.

“I suspect that I’m in very 
good hands with Roger,” she 
said.

After all, she said, writers 
have to stick together in a cul-
ture that has less and less pa-
tience for reading.

“I think writers understand 
that they’re in the same boat,” 

Wolitzer said. “We don’t have 
a creative team. We’re really 
flying solo as writers and put-
ting together a life.”

The daughter of novelist 
Hilma Wolitzer, Meg has writ-
ten since grade school. She at-
tended Smith College but trans-
ferred to Brown University, 
where she graduated in 1981. 
She sold her first novel, Sleep-
walking, to Random House as a 
21-year-old senior at Brown.
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T
hough bats are typically the sole animal inhabit-
ants of the Chautauqua Amphitheater, today an 
alligator, a falcon, a porcupine and several other 
creatures will grace the stage with Mutual of 

Omaha’s Wild Kingdom’s Peter Gros.
The program, part of the Family Entertainment Series, 

kicks off at 7:30 p.m. in the Amp.
“I hope to excite families about nature and wildlife” 

Gros said, “and inspire them to connect with the natural 
world.”

Gros, co-host of “Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom” 
since 1985, has traveled from the Great Barrier Reef to the 
Kalahari Desert working as an activist for animals.

Tonight, he takes the stage in Mutual of Omaha’s 
Wild Kingdom Starring Peter Gros to share stories of his 
travels and to present his people-friendly animals to the 
crowd. The program’s goal is to rekindle a connection 
between today’s youth and nature, and to tell audience 
members how they can help conservation efforts.

The ultimate takeaway is hope, Gros said.
“This is not a gloom and doom show,” he said. “It’s about 

the good things in nature and the progress we are making.”
Gros emphasizes the power one person has to make 

an impact in conservation, citing the Cheetah Conserva-
tion Fund as an example. The nonprofit was the idea of 
Laurie Marker, who took action when she saw Namibia’s 
struggling cheetah population.

See KINGDOM, Page 4 gros
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Wolitzer, Rosenblatt to discuss writing, wit

Rosenblattwolitzer See wOlItzer, Page 4

young readers confront 
morality in ‘Fingertips’
yEmi Falodun
Staff Writer

What happens when 
your greatest gift means you 
can cheat with impunity?

That is the dilemma fac-
ing the young protagonist 
in Meg Wolitzer’s The Finger-
tips of Duncan Dorfman. The 
2011 book is the Young 
Readers Program’s first 
selection for the season. 

Wolitzer will appear at 4:15 
p.m. today in the Alumni 
Hall Garden Room to dis-
cuss her book.

“I like the way I could 
incorporate ideas of very 
low-level fantasy in the 
book with issues of mo-
rality,” the author said.

In the book, 12-year-
old Duncan Dorfman is 

blessed with an unusual 
talent — with a touch, he can 

read Scrabble tiles. That en-
ables him to choose which let-
ters he takes “blindly” from 
the game’s pool of remaining 

tiles. The young Pennsylva-
nian’s gift quickly becomes a 
curse when Carl, an amoral 
peer, bullies Duncan into 
partnering up with him for 
the annual Youth Scrabble 
Tournament. Duncan is left to 
figure out whether he should 
use his gift to cheat in the 
game he loves.

See yOuNG reaDers, Page 4
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week one interfaith Lecturer John Shelby Spong answers 
audience questions Tuesday in the Hall of Philosophy. Spong 
continues his five-day series at 2 p.m. today, and the recap 
of his Monday lecture appears on Page 8 of today’s issue.
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Amphitheater stage welcomes 
unusual guests at 7:30 p.m.



Zachary Lewis
Guest Reviewer

The audience Monday 
night at the Amphitheater 
desperately needed some-
thing to heat it up, and the 
Pablo Ziegler Classical Tango 
Quartet provided exactly 
that.

On an evening when tem-
peratures surely dipped be-
low 60 degrees, Ziegler and 
friends radiated tons of wel-
come energy in the form of 
Argentine dance music of the 
highest, liveliest order.

Everything the ensem-
ble served up was a tango, 
strictly speaking. But so wide 
was the variety on its ample, 
14-piece menu, so consider-
able the talent of the musi-
cians, that those in the crowd 
could never have been any-
thing less than fully engaged.

What is a tango quartet, 
you ask? Well, with Ziegler, 
a Latin Grammy Award-
winning pianist from Argen-
tina and the host of Monday’s 
concert, the group — one of 
many Ziegler performs with 
— consisted of piano; bass, 
Pedro Giraudo; cello, Jisoo 
Ok; and Hector Del Curto on 
bandoneón, a small, hand-
held instrument similar to an 
accordion.

It’s the latter instrument 
that made the most differ-
ence, that gave the group its 
unique sound on its second 
visit to Chautauqua. With 
the sensuous, hugely expres-
sive bandoneón in the mix, 
the audience was whisked 

instantly and undeniably to 
the bars and dance halls of 
Buenos Aires, where Astor 
Piazzolla, the grandfather of 
the tango and Ziegler’s one-
time musical partner, found 
so much inspiration.

The combo dutifully paid 
tribute to Piazzolla several 
times. At show’s end, for 
instance, they took up the 
famous, rollicking “Liber-
tango,” a mainstay even at 
classical concerts. Nearer the 
beginning, they introduced 
a fascinating, more intricate 
number called “Fugue and 
Mystery,” wherein a gorgeous 
tango emerged from a thicket 
of counterpoint like the sun 
from a patch of storm clouds. 
If anyone doubted the seri-
ousness of the tango quartet’s 
musical training, the piece 
laid all such concerns to rest.

Most of the program, 
though, featured Ziegler’s 
own music, an apparent trea-
sure trove of sophisticated, 
well-conceived tango melo-
dies heavily influenced by 
jazz and steeped in every-
thing from boisterous good 
spirits to melancholic musing. 
Whatever the subject, howev-
er, his music possessed that 
special something that made 
passive listening impossible 
and easily overpowered even 
the chilliest lake breezes.

Specific titles were some-
times difficult to catch. Most 
of them Ziegler announced 

after the fact, rapidly, in a 
mellifluous, tough-to-pro-
cess Argentine accent. But no 
matter. The music itself com-
municated readily, speaking 
a language universal and 
simple to understand.

Many numbers were ev-

erything one looks for in 
an authentic tango: vibrant 
dances marked by driving 
rhythms, tremendous pas-
sion and sparkling solos. 
Certainly, all those traits 
were present in “Otra Vez” 
and “Buenos Aires Report,” 
two of Ziegler’s most upbeat 
concoctions.

But the highlights of the 
evening were those pieces 
where Ziegler and compa-
ny took the tango in more 
thoughtful, unexpected di-
rections. “Milonga del Adios,” 
a stately, deep-hued conver-
sation between Ziegler and 
Ok, was perhaps the most 
openly beautiful and tuneful 
of them. No less stunning, 
though, was “Below Zero,” a 
slower number in which Del 
Curto’s sighing bandoneón 
powerfully replicated the 
subtleties and feeling of the 
human voice, all within the 
framework of a dance.

In short, it turned out to 
be a warm evening. Among 
Ziegler, his Classical Tan-
go colleagues, and all the 
animated toe-tapping their 
performances induced, 
Chautauquans Monday had 
everything they needed to 
stay nice and toasty.

Lewis is music critic of The 
Plain Dealer in Cleveland, Ohio.
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News from arouNd the grouNds

Briefly

The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended to 
provide space for announcements from Institution-related organi-
zations. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a story, it 
should not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information to Jen in 
the editorial office. Please provide name of organization, time and 
place of meeting and one contact person’s name with phone num-
ber. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.

college club presents Open Mic Night

The College Club presents its first open mic night of the 
season at 9 p.m. Wednesday in the College Club. Partici-
pants must be 17 or older and have a gate pass. Anyone in-
terested in performing should sign up in person or online 
on the College Club’s Facebook page.

chautauqua women’s club news

• Artists at the Market is open 1–4 p.m. today at the Farm-
ers Market. Artists and vendors change daily and weekly.

• French and Spanish circles will meet at 1:15 p.m. today 
in the Club House for informal conversation. The circles 
meet weekly, and other circles meet on request.

BTG sponsors Bat chat

Nature guide Caroline Van Kirk Bissell offers her weekly 
Bat Chat at 4:15 p.m. today in Smith Wilkes Hall. An adult 
must accompany children under 12. The chat is sponsored 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.

chautauqua Dance circle holds pre-performance lecture

Before the Chautauqua Dance salon Thursday night, 
the Chautauqua Dance Circle will host its first pre-perfor-
mance lecture at 7 p.m. in Hultquist Hall room 101. For all 
pre-performance lectures, choreographers will speak to the 
audience about the evening’s works.

Physics professor Brown to present for cLsc scientific circle

David Brown, University of Louisville physics professor, 
presents “stuck on Black Holes: A Presentation for Non-sci-
entists and scientists Alike” for “science at Chautauqua” at 
9 a.m. today in the Alumni Hall Garden Room.

wood to present experiences with habitat in cLsc eventide

Debra Wood will present on her week in Haiti with Hab-
itat for Humanity’s Carter Work Project at 6:45 p.m. tonight 
in the Hall of Christ.

hebrew congregation hosts community shabbat dinner

The Hebrew Congregation will sponsor a community 
shabbat dinner at 6:30 p.m. July 6 in the Athenaeum Hotel 
parlor. Reservations are required. The cost is $30 for adults 
and $15 for children under 12. For reservations and infor-
mation, call Burt and sandy Zucker at 216-337-7288.

Four to tango
Pablo Ziegler Classical Tango Quartet heats up chilly evening in Amp

LAUREN ROCK | Staff Photographer
the Pablo Ziegler Classical Quartet performs monday evening on the amphitheater stage.

LAUREN ROCK | Staff Photographer
Pablo Ziegler plays piano during his quartet’s performance. Ziegler 
last played at Chautauqua 15 years ago, that time with a quintet.

R E V I E W

Tell Your CHQ Story
Whether you come from Buffalo or Birmingham, Jamestown or 
Georgetown, Ithaca or Atlanta — everyone has his or her own 
compelling Chautauqua story. How do you take Chautauqua 
home with you? How do your experiences here enrich your life? 
This season, we invite you to tell us your unique CHQ story. Ev-
ery Tuesday and Thursday, we’ll be set up on the St. Elmo porch 
from noon to 2 p.m. Drop in or contact webmaster@ciweb.org 
to make an appointment. Or send us your own video. Come 
share your story. Come tell us how you CHQ. 

facebook.com/chq1874 @chq



T here are a few things I’d like to say about writing fic-
tion, a subject I’ve been thinking obsessively about for 
as long as I can remember.   I’ve been asked to keep 

this to under a thousand words, and I promise to do so.  My 
essay will be like one of those abridged classic novels––those 
versions that children sometimes read:  “All happy families 
are alike.  But Anna Karenina’s family was different.  They 
had some problems.  Look out, Anna, here comes a train!  
The end.”

Being a novelist is both a gratifying and an excruciat-
ing way to spend one’s time; on a given day, you can easily 
swing from grandiosity to shame and back again.  When 
my older son was very little, he seemed to think there was 
something slightly suspicious about having a novelist for a 
mother––something even perhaps a little pathetic about it.  I 
remember once walking along the street in New York City 
with my son when he was about five; we passed a McDon-
alds, and there was a sign in the window that read, “NOW 
HIRING.”  He got excited and said to me, “Look, Mom!  You 
could get that job!”  He really thought he was doing me a fa-
vor.  He understood in some intrinsic way that being a writer 
was an unstable life.  He felt that it wasn’t, in fact, a real life.  

To a child, truly, being a writer doesn’t seem like a serious 
job, perhaps because so much of the work is interior.  In this 
respect, writing can seem like more of a hobby, a pastime, 
and in the very beginning that’s all it really has to be.  My 
particular situation was unusual, in that my mother, Hilma 
Wolitzer, was and is also a writer.   She never once said to 
me, “Your writing’s a sweet hobby, but here’s a study guide 
for the LSATs.”  Actually, after a reading I once gave, a wom-
an stood up during the Q-and-A and said that her daughter 
wanted to be a playwright, but that she, the mother, was 
worried, because she thought her daughter would never be 
able to make a living.  I said to her that she ought to tell her 
daughter it was wonderful that she wanted to be a play-

wright; I said that the world would likely whittle her daugh-
ter down a little, but that a mother never should. 

My own mother hadn’t been to college, because her par-
ents didn’t believe it was essential for girls to receive an edu-
cation.  But she was intelligent, and she read fiction all the 
time, and by the time I was in kindergarten, she was writing 
short stories.  This was also, not coincidentally, around the 
time of the women’s movement, and she really got a lot out 
of it, including the courage to take her own thoughts and tal-
ents seriously.  (On a side note, I was affected by the women’s 
movement too, and I started a consciousness raising group 
in my junior high school.  We were about fourteen, and we 
wrote away to the National Organization of Women to ask 
them for a list of topics we could talk about.  They sent us a 
pamphlet with topics in it like “Sexual Satisfaction and You,” 
when we really wanted topics like: “PSATS?  Don’t stress 
out!”)  My mother, in her fledgling liberation, sold her first 
short story to the old Saturday Evening Post, which at the time 
was a very literary magazine.  To give you a sense of her 
mindset at the time, the story was called “Today a Woman 
Went Mad in the Supermarket.”  I think if she hadn’t become 
a writer, she would’ve gone mad. 

But writing also tortured her, too, the way it tortures 
many people who practice it.  I would leave in the morning 
to go to school, and she’d be sitting there in her bathrobe, 

at the quivering electric typewriter.  It was a Smith-Corona, 
and you had to use white-out whenever you wanted to make 
a change, which made writing a novel a little bit like doing 
some kind of elaborate craft: like making lace, or doing cal-
ligraphy.  You’d fix your novel with this teeny little brush.  
So I’d come home at the end of the school day, and my 
mother would still be sitting there in the exact same posi-
tion she’d been in when I left in the morning.  And she never 
looked particularly happy, either.  She sometimes looked 
like someone from “The Days of Wine and Roses.”  Kind of 
wrecked, though she hadn’t been drinking, just writing.  

However, there were other days when she was extreme-
ly pleased with what she’d done, and there was a little 
prance to her step, maybe even her version of the Snoopy 
Dance.  I know these moods very well; I’ve had my own 
bad and good writing days.  My mother passed down 
the writing gene, but also gave me the gift of encourage-
ment.  From her, I saw that it was possible to make a life 
out of this thing that I too was beginning to love to do.  
And many years later when I was in college, I sold my 
first novel.  The first time I ever went to meet my editor, I 
had my fairly small, 200-something-page manuscript with 
me in one of those cardboard boxes from a copy place.  A 
priest got on the elevator in the Random House building, 
carrying an enormous manuscript with him, about three 
times as big as mine.  His wasn’t in a box, but was just a 
couple of reams of paper tied up with rope.  He turned to 
me said, “Do they know you’re coming?”  I said yes, they 
did.  And then he said with a light chuckle, “They don’t 
know I’m coming.”

I’ve thought about this exchange over the years, and it 
strikes me as a great metaphor.  Readers may not know we’re 
coming––or may be ambivalent about our work once we 
arrive––but we can’t really be too concerned with that.  All 
that any writer can do––same as ever––is write.
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Teacher doesn’t always 
know best — even if he is a 
legend.

At 4 p.m. today in eliza-
beth S. Lenna Hall, 10-year 
Chautauqua instructor and 
pianist John Milbauer will 
sound off on contending 
schools of classical music.

Milbauer, a 2011 Steinway 
Artist, will play pieces that 
premiered exactly 100 years 
ago to pay homage to compos-
er Arnold Schoenberg. The 
anniversary marks the birth 
year of composer John Cage, 

S c h o e n -
berg’s prized 
pupil.

“It’s hard 
to imagine 
Cage and 
Schoenberg 
in the same 
classroom,” 
M i l b a u e r , 

who studied at Juilliard and 
the Franz Liszt Academy in 
Hungary, said about Schoen-
berg, who taught Cage at 
UCLA.

An Austrian native, 
Schoenberg is noted for his 
traditional disciplinarian 
outlook and direct 12-tone 

method, whereas Cage was 
a soft-spoken, free-spirited 
Californian, who pioneered 
indeterminacy, or music that 
relies on improvisation.

“Cage plays exquisite little 
miniatures and makes a lot 
of use of silence,” Milbauer 
said about the American 
composer, who was highly 
influenced by Hinduism and 
Zen Buddhism.

But it was that ingenuity 
which caused Schoenberg to 
skip Cage’s performances, 
despite a personal invitation 
from Cage.

In his autobiography, John 
Cage: Composed in America, 

Cage recalls Schoenberg say-
ing in an interview that he 
had no interesting pupils in 
California. Schoenberg then 
followed up by saying there 
was one. But, “of course, he’s 
not a composer, but he’s an 
inventor — of genius.”

Milbauer looks to revital-
ize the intense discourse of 
competing styles.

“So the first 10 minutes of 
my recital is a back-and-forth 
alternation of short pieces 
by the two (composers),” he 
said. “Yes, there are some 
common threads there … the 
brevity, in particular.”

Though he enjoys Schoen-
berg, Milbauer, who serves as 
an associate professor at Uni-
versity of Arizona, follows 
less strict teaching principles.

“I hope that my teaching is 
more about listening and un-
derstanding than about rigid 
styles of play,” Milbauer said. 
“That’s something that has 
certainly been a part of the Pi-
ano Program here at Chautau-
qua since my student days.”

Milbauer will also be play-
ing selections from Johannes 
Brahms, Francis Poulenc and 
Béla Bartók.  

The second half is ex-

tremely colorful, Milbauer 
said, because the latter part of 
his recital will feature pieces 
that are cleanly constructed 
with infectious melodies.

“Poulenc makes the piano 
sound really gorgeous,” Mil-
bauer said about the French 
composer.

Milbauer has recently re-
leased his solo CD that mixes 
Modern and postmodern 
music.

“I think it is unique in 
putting all those composers 
on one CD of piano music, 
so you hear the connections 
among all of them.”

Milbauer to present competing methods of teaching music

The torturous, wonderful life of the fiction writer

Milbauer

Guest ColuMn by MeG wolitzer

From Today’s Lecturer

ADAM BIRKAN |  

Staff Photographer

Army Field band 
members load 

trunks after their 
performance in the 

Amphitheater  
sunday afternoon.

Area Information

Information about nearby 
attractions outside the 
Chautauqua Institution 
grounds is available at 
the Main Gate Welcome 
Center and Colonnade 
lobby. The Chautau qua 
County Visitors’ Bureau 
is located at the Main 
Gate Welcome Center 
(www.tourchautauqua.
com or 716-357-4569 or 
1-800-242-4569).

packing up



Sydney MalteSe
Staff Writer

Chautauqua Fund volun-
teers started the 2012 Sea-
son strongly, already having 
raised one-third of their $3.65 
million goal this year.

At a kickoff breakfast 
Saturday morning in the 
Athenaeum Hotel, fund vol-
unteers, Chautauqua Foun-
dation staff and friends of 
the Institution came together 
to celebrate the beginning 
of the season, to recall the 
fund’s past successes and to 
share their hopes for similar 
success in the coming weeks.

Although the majority of 
the 110 fund volunteers are 
returning, chairs Jack and 
Yvonne McCredie acknowl-
edged those who are new.

“I also would like to wel-
come all of the new people to 
this committee and the Insti-
tution,” Yvonne said.

The $3.65 million goal is 
a five percent increase from 
the 2011 goal, and fund 
chairs and team captains are 
ready to tackle it. Volunteers 
work toward the annual goal 
by educating the community 
about philanthropy and rais-
ing funds.

“We appreciate all of you 
for being part of that … that’s 
a very, very high mark to 
reach,” Jack said. “We really 
are a volunteer organization 
that could not exist without 
this kind of support.”

In their introduction, the 
McCredies reminded those 
present that 60 percent of 
Chautauqua’s budget comes 

from operating revenue, such 
as ticket sales. Twenty percent 
comes from extra sales on the 
grounds, such as those made 
in the Chautauqua Bookstore 
or the Brick Walk Cafe. The 
Institution relies on philan-
thropy to account for the final 
20 percent of the budget.

“Without that 20 percent, 
we would not be anywhere 
near the Institution that we 
are today,” Jack said.

The kickoff began with 
a blessing by the Rev. Joan 
Brown Campbell and contin-
ued with a lineup of speak-
ers representing Chautauqua 
staff, who updated those in 
attendance about the current 
state of the Institution.

Doug Conroe, director of 
operations, and John Shedd, 
administrator of architectur-
al and land use regulations 
and capital project manager, 
said this year’s budget is for 

tasks such as maintenance 
and capital improvements.

Shedd reminded the vol-
unteers that the grounds 
are on the National Register 
of Historic Places and that 
maintaining the grounds and 
buildings is important in pre-
serving Chautauqua’s history.

“People like you provide 
the resources we need to car-
ry on,” Shedd said. “We feel 
that the environment has re-

ally been improved.”
Among the updates men-

tioned were the renovations 
to the Athenaeum Hotel, 
Norton Hall and the Amphi-
theater, the purchase of Shaw 
Laundry & Dry Cleaning 
and the unveiling of the new 
Brick Walk Cafe.

Sebastian Baggiano, In-
stitution treasurer and vice 
president for finance and 
community services, report-
ed that Chautauqua’s finan-

cial health is likely the best 
it’s ever been.

“We were able to run a 
balanced or ‘surplused’ bud-
get for six consecutive years,” 
Baggiano said.

Despite spending adjust-
ments caused by fluctuations 
in the economy from 2008 to 
2010, Baggiano insists on the 
Institution’s current financial 
well-being, inspired in part 
by philanthropy.

“One of the things that we 
can really depend on is the 
Chautauqua Fund,” he said. 
“We’re better prepared to 
handle what might be com-
ing to us.”

Timothy Muffitt, mu-
sic director of the Music 
School Festival Orchestra, 
spoke about the importance 
of scholarships for arts stu-
dents, and Geof Follansbee, 
Foundation CEO and Institu-
tion vice president, said that 
the annual fund is one of 
Chautauqua’s three fundrais-
ing arms.

In addition, the Foundation 
manages capital projects and 
the growth of endowment.

Karen Blozie, director of 
campaign and gift planning, 
said one way in which en-
dowment can grow is through 
planned gifts to the Founda-
tion. She encouraged the vol-
unteers present to solicit oth-
ers about planned gifts.

“Keep it simple. Introduce 
the idea,” Blozie said. To 
those considering planned 
giving Blozie said, “Please 
come over to see me.”

All Blozie’s planned giv-
ing committee members 
stood to be recognized with 
others who have included 
Chautauqua in their wills.

“We want to make sure that 
it’s perfectly OK for people 
to make a gift in their estate 
plans of whatever they can 
afford,” said Andrew Cam-
den, a member of the planned 
giving committee. “Every 
amount is important to us.”

Institution President Thom-
as M. Becker also addressed 
the crowd, highlighting the 
notable speakers and per-
formers who will grace Chau-
tauqua’s grounds this season.

Tina Downey, director of 
the annual fund, concluded 
the meeting with a message.

“We certainly encourage 
everyone to make a pledge 
early on,” Downey said. “Ev-
ery gift matters, no matter 
the size.”

Wolitzer, a mother of 
three, thought of her own 
family of avid Scrabble play-
ers, emphasizing building 
and maintaining moral and 
ethical standards.

“They listen to the way you 
talk on the phone, the way you 
engage with people,” Wolitzer 

said about the cues children 
take from their parents. “It’s 
not just that we want our kids 
to perform, but we want them 
to have depth and character.”

The Fingertips of Dun-
can Dorfman also marks 
Wolitzer’s first young adult 
novel. It was a feat that 
proved to be difficult for the 
New York-based novelist, 
who finished the more ma-

ture The Uncoupling right be-
fore starting her latest work.

Another challenge for 
Wolitzer was finding a way 
to make Duncan’s story as 
genuine as possible.

“The first draft was prob-
ably a bit ponderous, and I 
really went back through it 
with a pen, and thought, ‘I 
need to respect the natural 
antsy-ness of kids,’ ” she said.

So she picked up the pace 
and constructed a moving 
tale about a child and his un-
believable touch.

Wolitzer will discuss her 
work and other topics with 
Roger Rosenblatt at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater as 
part of Week One’s lecture 
series, “Roger Rosenblatt and 
Friends on the Literary Arts.”

Gros, now a trustee for 
the Cheetah Conservation 
Fund, has always had large 
cats in his life.

After graduating from 
an animal husbandry and 
training school, Gros built 
free-roaming wild-animal 
displays for zoos. Once, 
when a mother rejected its 
tiger cub, he bottle-fed the 
tiger and forged a 21-year 
bond with the cat. Later, 
he took tiger cubs on “The 
Johnny Carson Show.”

There he met Jim Fowler, 
which led to his subsequent 
career as Fowler’s co-host 
on “Wild Kingdom.” Al-
most 30 years later, he has 
traveled the world, work-
ing on conservation efforts 
from establishing breeding 
programs for endangered 
species to shepherding 
sixth graders through the 
rainforest.

“The highlight of the trip 
was introducing the Peru-
vian rainforest to 39 sixth 
graders. The second high-
light was coming back with 

all 39,” he said.
Engaging with youth in 

a fun, proactive way, much 
like he will today, has been 
the center of Gros’ most re-
cent conservation efforts.

“I think with video 
games, computer activities 
and shopping malls, many 
of today’s young people 
seem to have a nature defi-
cit disorder,” Gros said. 
“We need to re-involve our 
young people in outdoor ac-
tivities in nature.”

He said that the more 
information disseminated 
to young people the better, 
because they are the most 
eager to make a difference.

“Young people are so ex-
cited about wildlife,” Gros 
said. “I want to replace 
fear of wildlife with under-
standing and respect.”

One of the animals that 
deserves such praise is 
the bat, Gros said. After 
hearing of most Chautau-
quans’ love for bats, he 
explained that one bat can 
eat up to 2,500 mosquitoes 
in one night.

“Can you imagine what 
our life would be like with-
out the bat?” he asked.

KINGDOM
FROM PAGE 1

yOuNG reaDers
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Wolitzer has since become 
the best-selling author of sev-
eral novels, including The Wife, 
The Ten-Year Nap, and most re-
cently, The Uncoupling. She has 
taught at Skidmore College 
and the prestigious Writers’ 
Workshop at the University 
of Iowa. She now lives in New 
York with her husband and 
two teenage sons.

Wolitzer said writing is a 
job she would be doing even 
if no one paid her.

“Books tell you how other 
people live,” Wolitzer said. 
“They don’t prescribe, but 
they show you how people 
live now, and that is a foun-
dation for empathy.”

The Uncoupling, Wolitzer’s 

latest adult fiction novel, tells 
the story of a community in 
New Jersey whose women 
inexplicably lose all interest 
in their male counterparts. 
The mysterious enchantment 
spreads during a production 
of Aristophanes’ Lysistrata, a 
play about women who go on 
a sex strike to end the Pelo-
ponnesian War.

English teachers Dory and 
Robby Lang form the novel’s 
core. They are a happily mar-
ried couple whose effortless 
chemistry drives their col-
leagues to envy. However, 
when their sex life is sudden-
ly upended, they are forced 
to resort to magazine tips, 
board games and a two-per-
son robe called The Cumfy 
to reignite their snuffed-out 
flame.

“It’s almost miraculous 

that people are able to sus-
tain, forget about sex, but 
even love,” said Wolitzer. 
“We live in this era right 
now of complete distraction. 
I think I tried to marry this 
idea of technology with ideas 
about sexuality and desire.”

The Langs’ teenage 
daughter Willa, obsessed 
with the fictional, alternate-
reality website “Farrest,” ex-
periences the throes of young 
love for the first time only for 
them to be reversed without 
warning.

“Falling in love is a spell; 
literature is a spell,” Wolitzer 
said. “What does it mean 
when it ends?”

While The Uncoupling ex-
plores the lifting of the for-
mer spell in a fictional world, 
the latter may be lifting in 
reality. With chain and inde-

pendent bookstores closing 
every day, the future looks 
glum for the literary world.

“We don’t know what we 
want,” she said, referring 
to a generation of scatter-
brained readers driven by in-
stant gratification. “We want 
something long, but we can’t 
tolerate it; we want some-
thing short, but then we feel 
unfulfilled.”

Though many in her field 
worry about the future, 
Wolitzer remains uncertain 
— neither optimistic nor 
overly pessimistic.

“We’re in a period of real 
transition. I don’t know 
what’s going to happen,” 
Wolitzer said.

But she does know where 
she stands.

“I don’t want to live in a 
culture without literature.”

wOlItzer
FROM PAGE 1
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Jack and Yvonne McCredie, chairs of the Chautauqua Fund, listen 
as Chautauqua Institution President Tom Becker previews season 
highlights at the annual Fund kickoff breakfast.
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Chautauqua Fund kickoff breakfast 
prepares volunteers for season

I hope you’re lifted by this place. I hope it attends to 
the needs of your mind, your spirit, and your soul, 
and I thank you very much for the work that you do 
to make it a better place.

—thoMaS M. BeCker
President, Chautauqua Institution
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Jessie Cadle
Staff Writer

Sarah Clare Corporandy, 
new managing director of 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany, sits poised in a desk 
chair, sandwiched between 
a bright, pink wall and a 
desk laden with lollipops 
for guests. During her small 
lunch break on a day packed 
with meetings, she always 
seems to find time to talk 
with people who need her.

Having been CTC com-
pany manager for the past 
three years, she knows the 
company well. Now, as she 
leads CTC with Artistic Di-
rector Vivienne Benesch, 
Corporandy said she hopes 
to expand Chautauqua’s 
theater audience and to 
build a future full of new 
work.

“I was really looking for-
ward to partnering with 
Vivienne and taking this 
company from the great 
place that it has gotten to, 

to the next level,” she said. 
“And I love Chautauqua — 
it’s infectious.”

Corporandy replaces 
Robert Chelimsky, CTC’s 
managing director of the 
past five years. The position 
oversees all the company’s 
administrative departments 
and its production manager. 
To do the job well takes an 
eye for the bigger picture.

“She is just the most orga-
nized, level-headed, genu-

inely sweet person who has 
her stuff together,” said Jon-
athan Zencheck, CTC tech-
nical director. “Between 
her company management 
skills and her stage man-
agement skills, I think she 
is bred for a job like this.”

Corporandy and Zen-
check came to Chautauqua 
at the same time, and the 
two had worked together 
previously at a theater in 
Buffalo, N.Y. Corporandy 
teaches arts administration 
at Savannah College of Art 
and Design during the off-
season, and she first discov-
ered the field after suffering 
a herniated disc during a 
performance in Chicago.

Corporandy studied 
voice and acting as an un-
dergraduate, but after her 
back injury, she returned to 
school and earned a Master 
of Fine Arts in arts adminis-
tration. She found her call-
ing in facilitating.

“What I liked most about 
it was that it wasn’t just 

about me anymore,” Cor-
porandy said. “I was able to 
bring artists together and 
help communities create 
art.”

The large role commu-
nity plays on the grounds 
also drew her to work at 
Chautauqua. She remem-
bers a half-hour conversa-
tion she had with a commu-
nity member last year about 
CTC’s performance of Three 
Sisters. The lively back-and-
forth satisfied them both.

“That’s exactly what arts 
should be doing: creating 
the dialogue, asking the 
questions, answering the 
questions, instigating the 
frustrations, the anger, the 
happiness,” Corporandy 
said. “I don’t want people 
leaving just saying, ‘That 
was a good show.’ I want 
them talking about it … and 
thinking about it the next 
day.”

It was this pull to engage 
that first led Corporandy to 
theater. She recalls attend-

ing Les Misérables at age 8 
— she could barely stop her-
self from jumping on stage 
and joining the cast.

“I don’t really tell that 
story very much, because 
it sounds cheesy,” she said. 
“But … I feel very lucky to 
have had that sort of clar-
ity at such a young age even 
though it’s a difficult busi-
ness. These are my people.”

Now, as managing di-
rector, she works to serve 
those people directly. She 
continues to work at Chau-
tauqua because she respects 
the way CTC hears and re-
spects each of its voices and 
departments. She said she 
hopes to cultivate that com-
munication, which Benesch 
also supports.

“I feel incredibly privi-
leged to be working with a 
woman who shares not only 
my passion for sustaining 
and growing the standard 
of excellence here at CTC,” 
Benesch said, “but also my 
deep belief that at the heart 

of making that possible is 
empowering the people we 
work with.”

Much of what makes Cor-
porandy’s new job differ-
ent from her last is that she 
solves larger-scale issues 
from behind the scenes in-
stead of dealing with minor 
emergencies.

“I do a little bit more 
watching and a lot more lis-
tening,” she said. “It’s a qui-
eter position.”

Now, she must consider 
what’s best for the entire 
company and its future di-
rection. Her short-term goal 
is for CTC to expand its 
reach to more of the Chau-
tauqua community.

“I think this is the year 
for people to be introduced 
to the theater if they haven’t 
already,” she said. “I really 
like to … watch the growth 
and bring the ideas togeth-
er. And that is something 
that has been happening 
here for a while.”
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New managing director steps up for CTC

sydney Maltese
Staff Writer

For Jim and Kathy Pender, 
summer at Chautauqua has 
always been a family affair.

In 1962, they brought their 
three young children to the 
Institution for the first time.

“I think, had we not started 
when we were fairly young, 
married with small children, 
I don’t know whether we re-
ally would have appreciated 
it as much as we have,” Kathy 
Pender said. “And the kids 
have all been brought up 
with it as well, so I think it’s 
just kind of a way of life in 
the summer for us. It’s very 
special; it’s very unique.”

Because of their longtime 
participation in family ac-
tivities at Chautauqua, the 
Penders choose to sponsor 
events in the Family Enter-
tainment Series through 
the Michael Pender Fund of 
The Cleveland Foundation, 
founded in memory of their 
youngest son.

“Theater and music were 
great loves of his, so we re-

ally look at this as something 
Michael would love too,” 
Pender said. “He was very 
much a family person.”

This season, the Penders 
and the Michael Pender Fund 
are sponsoring Mutual of 
omaha’s Wild Kingdom Star-
ring Peter Gros at 7:30 p.m. 
tonight in the Amphitheater, 
and Vocal Trash on July 18, 
also at 7:30 p.m. in the Amp.

The show stars Peter Gros, 
an animal expert and envi-
ronmental conservationist, 
who will share wildlife sto-
ries from his travel experi-
ences and introduce the au-
dience to live, exotic animals.

Vocal Trash combines a 
cappella, industrial-style 
drumming, breakdancing 
and knowledge of recycling 
to produce a high-energy 
performance that entertains 
and informs audience mem-
bers of all ages.

“They’re using trash cans 
to play their music, so I 
thought, ‘Well, the kids will 
probably love that,’ ” Pender 
said.

The Penders usually take 
up three rows of seating 
when attending Family En-
tertainment Series events, as 
they have grown and added 
plenty of Chautauqua friends 
to their ranks throughout the 
years.

The tradition of spend-
ing summer in Chautauqua 
spans three generations in 
the family. Jim and Kathy’s 
five grandchildren now enjoy 
the Institution just as their 
parents did in the ’60s.

“It brings families togeth-
er, it teaches families to sit in 
a performance,” Pender said. 
“And I think it’s a great way 
for families, particularly in 
this day and age, to be to-
gether and do something to-
gether, because families are 
so fragmented with all their 
activities.”

often Pender, her daugh-
ter and her granddaughter 
attend dance performances 
at the Institution. Her daugh-
ter teaches preschool dance 
while at Chautauqua. Pender 
enjoys taking Special Studies 

courses on writing, and her 
husband, Jim, attends almost 
every lecture. 

“I think for my husband 
and myself, it’s really helped 
us in terms of broadening 
our horizons in terms of edu-
cation and culture,” Pender 
said. “We go to all the lec-
tures and there are certain 
programs that I love … dance 
program and theater and all 
of that.”

Both of the Family Enter-
tainment programs the Pend-
ers will sponsor this season 
are designated Community 
Appreciation Nights. Those 
from the community may at-
tend the events by purchas-
ing a guest pass for half the 
regular price.

“I love the idea that it’s 
open to the whole commu-
nity around Chautauqua — 
that it’s not just this exclusive 
group,” Pender said. “There’s 
an emphasis on children and 
families, and that is really an 
important thing. I love that 
families are doing this all to-
gether.”

Emphasis on family time leads Penders  
to sponsor Family Entertainment events

Corporandy

Notice to Parents

Bicycle Safety RuleS 
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operation condition 
and shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling 
device, a rear reflector and a headlight. Operators under 14 
years of age must wear a NYS-required helmet. 
2. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other walks 
that are reserved for pedestrian use. 
3. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable 
and prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph. 
4. Bicyclists shall always give the right of way to 
pedestrians. 
5. In accord with New York State law, bicyclists shall 
observe all traffic signs and signals (for example, stop signs, 
one-way streets) 
 
Parents must ensure that their children ride responsibly — 
by enforcing the rules and by setting a good example.

CorrespondenCe from our readers

letters to the 
editor

Dear editor:

The season has barely begun, and once again my 
86-year-old mother (and 15-year-old dog) has been star-
tled and almost struck by youngsters speeding recklessly 
on bikes, oblivious to speed limits, stop signs, no riding 
on the brick path, warning bells or horns required, and 
no lights at night. These are not only Chautauqua rules, 
but some are New York state laws. I prefer to believe these 
kids are not totally selfish, entitled, and self-absorbed, 
but merely ignorant of the rules and mutual respect here 
which make Chautauqua, Chautauqua. Therefore, I firmly 
request that a brief announcement of these rules be made 
before every Amphitheater event, with a request that par-
ents or relatives pass them on, as well as a notice in The 
Chautauquan Daily or otherwise posted as possible. This 
has been an ongoing issue for many years, resulting in se-
rious injuries. Please address this matter before there are 
any similar consequences.

David Stevens
The Fernwood
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Laurence LéveiLLé
Staff Writer

Although moral philoso-
phy has an important place 
in life, it is often overlooked.

People ask legal questions 
and political questions, 
but they do not always ask 
moral questions, said Sis-
sela Bok, author of Exploring 
Happiness, during tuesday’s 
morning lecture series in 
the Amphitheater.

“It’s so important for peo-
ple to ask moral questions 
with respect to, for example, 
our president and what po-
litical candidates are doing,” 
she said.

Sissela and Derek Bok 
were scheduled to give 
thursday’s morning lecture 
but instead replaced Jules 
Feiffer, award-winning car-
toonist and author, who was 
originally slated to appear 
Tuesday but whose flight had 
been canceled.

the conversation between 
roger rosenblatt and the 
Boks focused on moral edu-
cation, writing about happi-
ness in times of mourning, 
and the government’s in-
volvement in happiness.

After a brief discussion 
about moral philosophy’s 
place in life, the Boks ex-
pressed their thoughts on the 
possibility of moral education.

“One of the things that sur-
prised me as an educator is 
how many faculty members 
shy away from the idea of 
moral education,” Derek said.

Some believe that people 
either have ethics or do not 
by the time they go to college. 
Derek argues that college 
years are critical in forming 
moral values and that people 
continue to grow ethically 
during that time.

Many people want to be 
good, Derek said, but it is dif-
ficult to understand moral is-
sues when they arise.

“You can teach people 
to think more clearly about 
ethical issues,” he said. “I 
don’t think you can teach 
them to act on their ethical 
answers to put their princi-
ples into practice.”

rosenblatt asked whether 
diversity counters moral edu-
cation. Sissela said it teaches 
people what they should val-
ue regarding ethics. Values 
about violence, deception, ly-
ing and secrecy are diverse. 
every society has developed 
basic fundamental values, 
she said.

“the sad thing is that most 
societies and most religions 
have also not developed that 
same understanding with re-
spect to others,” Sissela said.

She said stories, literature 
and poetry also play a role in 
moral education.

Shortly after Sept. 11, 
Michael Dirda of The Wash-
ington Post wrote a letter to 
Sissela and other writers 
asking for book recommen-
dations that would comfort 
readers. But after such dev-
astation, Sissela found she 
couldn’t go on writing chap-
ters about happiness.

She turned to Michel de 
Montaigne’s essays, which 
encouraged her to contin-
ue. Montaigne wrote about 
living through the plague 
sweeping europe and reli-
gious wars between Protes-
tants and catholics. Despite 
such tragic events, he focused 
on the importance of happi-
ness and the importance of 
concentrating on the small 
things that matter in life.

Happiness also affects 
concepts besides writing and 
literature. toward the end of 
the lecture, rosenblatt asked 
Derek whether government 
should be involved in the 
“happiness business.”

“I think that actually there 
are overpowering arguments 
why the government needs 
to pay attention to happiness 
and look for evidence of how 
to improve happiness in any 
way they can,” Derek said.

First, happiness is the 
goal people want to achieve 
most. In a democracy, the 
goal of the majority com-
mands respect.

Second, empirical studies 
find that happy people are 

good for society, Derek said. 
they are better workers, vote 
more often, are more civi-
cally active and want to help 
others more.

“the happier you are, the 
more you end up contribut-
ing,” Derek said.

evidence shows that of the 
15 happiest countries in the 
world, almost all have been 
viable democracies for more 
than 80 years, Derek said. 
the condition, liberties and 
rule of law in democracies 
are all important ingredients 
of people’s happiness.

But finding happiness is 
not limited to a democracy.

“even in societies that 
are autocratic, you do find 
people on a whole are more 
happy than not,” Derek 
said. “They find a way to 
achieve happiness under 
difficult conditions.”

Editor’s note: This Q&A has 
been edited for clarity and 
length. All questions were for 
Derek and Sissela Bok.

Q How did the two of you 
end up writing books 

about happiness at the same 
time? Was that an accident, 
or were you working togeth-
er on that, or is there a story 

behind it?

A Derek Bok: No. It has an 
accidental quality. I think I 

was originally interested in hap-
piness. I was just intrigued that 
it had become something that 
you could actually study em-
pirically and learn about what 
things make people happy, and 
make them lastingly happy, or 
lastingly miserable. I used to 
talk about it, and Sissela did not 
think very much of that until one 
day. There was an article in The 
New York Times that did a com-
posite survey of all the studies 
that had been done comparing 
levels of happiness in the world, 
and she found out that the No. 
1 country was Sweden. She 
was born in Stockholm, as you 
may know. That made a deep 
impression on her. From then 
on, she became more and more 
interested in happiness and 
eventually decided to write on 
it. But about halfway through, 
she realized that the one part 
that ought to be written about 
is: What does happiness have 
to do with government? To 
what extent is it a goal that 
governments could pursue? 
And she said, “That’s really not 
my subject.” And that sparked 
an interest in me, and I decided, 
“Well, maybe I’ll do that part, 
and then we’ll have the fun of 
writing about the same subject 
from very different vantage 
points for very different pur-
poses, but we’ll read many of 
the same things, and we can 
have wonderful dinner-table 
conversations talking about our 
respective manuscripts.” And 
so that’s the way it was, and 
I think Sissela would agree it 
was one of our happiest writing 
experiences doing the same 
subject together.

Sissela Bok: Yeah, it re-
ally was very special. And we 
also — because we are usually 
each other’s closest editors 
and critics — read and read 
and read what the other one is 
writing. So this time that had 
extra interest, a special “Oh 
my goodness, is he saying 
such and such? I disagree.” 
For instance, I do disagree with 
the idea that happy people are 
necessarily so much better citi-
zens. But you know, that kind 
of thing can go on.

DB: Oh, well, she’ll come 
around in time.

Q Is there something spe-
cial about the United 

States morality that helped 
us avoid, as this person as-
serts, the religious bloodlet-
ting of most other nations? 
Are we in danger of losing 
that special morality?

A SB: I think that is a very 
interesting question, con-

sidering the bloodletting that is 
going on in some parts of the 
world, often involving different 
religious beliefs. America is for-
tunate in the sense that people 
live in this country and have 
come to this country from so 
many different disciplines and 
from so many different tradi-
tions and can — so far — live 
together. And it does not seem 
to me — but I am no expert on 
this — that bloodletting is about 
to erupt in this country either. 
So we are fortunate in that 
sense. However, I’ll just add one 
thing, that the number of wars, 
as Professor Steven Pinker is 
pointing out in his book The 
Better Angels of Our Nature: 
Why Violence Has Declined, the 
number of wars is just diminish-
ing, diminishing, diminishing. 
Just as the amount of homicide, 
the amount of child abuse in so 
many countries, the amount of 
animal abuse. Things are not as 
terrible as the front pages of the 
papers may lead us to believe.

Q Are the words moral and 
ethical interchangeable?

A SB: That is such a good 
question because it all 

depends on what philosopher 
you’re talking to and reading. 
As far as I’m concerned, I really 
can use them together, but 
there are some people who say 
quite differently. Some people 
argue that one or the other has 
more to do with the law, for 
instance, or more to do with 
customs. So when you read a 
book of philosophy, you want 
to be careful when people say, 
“Here’s how I define moral as 
opposed to ethical.” You want 
to really know what it is they’re 
talking about. But I don’t, my-
self, feel you must insist on that 
kind of difference.

DB: As a writer, I should 
point out, it’s terribly impor-
tant that they mean the same 
thing. Because if you’re writing 
a book about ethics and mo-
rality you’ve just got to have at 
least two words for the same 
thing, otherwise you’re end-
lessly repetitive.

Q I heard many col-
lege presidents in our 

audience laughing when you 
(Derek Bok) were reading 
your speech. Is there a col-
lege or university today that 
is truly excellent or that is 
prepared for the future?

A DB: Well, let me stick up 
for our universities. I mean, 

clearly, if you ask, “Is there 
any university that is anywhere 
near perfect?”, the answer I 
would think is no. I think it’s in 

the nature of education that it 
is always a work in progress 
and never achieves perfection. 
On the other hand, two equally 
valid perspectives would be: 
Are universities today better 
than they were in the past? I 
would say, clearly, yes. I mean, 
if you go back 50, 75 years, 
you find that teaching methods 
were not as good, you find 
that women and blacks were 
very unequally represented 
and were treated quite differ-
ently, that there was a lot of 
discrimination against Jews. So 
there’s no question, I think, in 
many dimensions, that things 
have improved. Also, if you 
say, “Well, let’s look at it from 
another standpoint and look at 
our universities in comparison 
with those of other countries”: 
imperfect as they are, I think 
American universities, particu-
larly our research universities, 
are looked upon throughout the 
world as the model to emulate, 
and indeed other countries are 
coming closer and closer to 
the American model. So I think 
we have much to be proud of 
but an awful lot of work that we 
still have to do in order to be as 
good as we ought to be.

Q What’s the place of 
self-sacrifice in the 

pursuit of happiness?

A SB: Ah, the place of self-
sacrifice in the pursuit 

of happiness. That’s where I 
think that it’s very important 
to ask moral questions. There 
are some people who want 
to sacrifice their lives, say, 
as suicide bombers for the 
happiness to be achieved in a 
later life. We have to ask very 
much about the purpose for 
which people sacrifice them-
selves. On the other hand, if it 
is a noble cause, a cause that 
really adheres to what I regard 
as important, basic values, 
then self-sacrifice is extraordi-
nary sometimes on the part of 
some people. At the same time, 
individuals have very different 
attitudes toward the amount 
of sacrifice they want to make. 
And some people sacrifice 
themselves needlessly. So 
again, there’s so much to be 
asked with the moral questions 
with respect to that issue that 
are very important.

DB: Let me just add some-
thing. I think there’s really very 
strong, uniform evidence to the 
effect that one of the things that 
makes people happier is doing 
things for other people. I don’t 
think that they would call it self-
sacrifice. I think in the end, they 
come to realize themselves that 
giving of themselves for others’ 
benefit is a source of happiness 
in itself. I must have read at 
least a couple hundred testi-
monials of students at Harvard 
who have engaged heavily in 
community service — we stress 
that — and about two-thirds 
of our students will have had a 
significant experience dur-
ing the term of helping others, 
reading to the blind, working 
with underprivileged children, 
and so forth. They all start the 
same way: “I did this because I 
thought I should do something 
for others, and I end by realizing 
that the person I helped the 
most was myself.” And so they 
began by thinking, “I’m going to 
sacrifice myself a few hours a 
week to help other people less 
fortunate than myself,” but they 
ended up feeling it wasn’t a 
self-sacrifice at all.

—Transcribed by 
Kelsey Burritt

Boks share thoughts on moral education, happiness

AdAm BirkAn | Staff Photographer

Week One host Roger Rosenblatt speaks with Sissela Bok and 
Derek Bok at the Amphitheater on Tuesday. At right, both Boks 
read from the moderator’s lectern.

Derek Bok Sissela Bok

Bus and tram 
routes

Bus and tram routes 
and schedules are 
available at information 
desks at the Main Gate 
Welcome Center and the 
Colonnade lobby.
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Editor’s Note
Below is the preview piece, modified slightly to avoid confusion, for Derek Bok and Sissela Bok’s conversation with 

Roger Rosenblatt, originally scheduled to be published on the front page of Thursday’s Daily. A scheduling shuffle 
moved the Boks’ appearance to Tuesday, the recap for which is published on Page 6 of this edition. Joining Rosenblatt on 
Thursday morning will be Billy Collins, former U.S. poet laureate and author of the Week One Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle selection, Horoscopes for the Dead.

Two months after the al-Qaida attacks on the World 
Trade Center, Michael Dirda, editor of The Washing-
ton Post’s “Book World,” wrote to ask a number of 
writers, including me, to write about our favorite 

“comfort” books — ones we returned to in times of stress, “if 
only for the balm of the familiar and beloved.” I was glad to 
accept the invitation, not least because of that word “balm.” 
In the wake of the devastation, I had gone back to Michel de 
Montaigne’s Essays; the contrast they offered, I noted in my 
journal, had felt like “balm for the soul.”

 I had first learned about Montaigne from Jeanne Hersch, 
the brilliant, severe teacher whose classes I attended when 
I was 15 and 16 at the International School in Geneva — 
Ecolint. Mademoiselle Hersch, as we called her, taught textu-
al analysis and French composition with passion and utmost 
rigor, giving us excerpts to study not only from Montaigne, 
but also from Racine, Boileau, Voltaire and others. Essays had 
come with me to Paris a few years later, then to America; 
and ever since it has mattered to me to be able to draw on 
Montaigne’s perspective in teaching and in writing. 

This time the essays also served me in a more direct way. 
I had felt stopped in my tracks after the al-Qaida attacks, 
simply unable to continue writing — the more so as the sub-
ject of the book I was working on was “happiness.” Wasn’t 
it a luxury to focus on that subject, I had to ask, given the 
anguish and insecurity of the time? 

It was rereading Montaigne, and especially his astonish-
ing last essays “Of Physiognomy” and “Of Experience,” 
that helped me find an answer — that the study of happi-
ness never was a luxury to be postponed until more serene, 
peaceful times. I was struck all over again by his relishing so 
many aspects of daily life, in spite of having spent much of 
his life in the shadow of pestilence and war. The plague had 
swept his region, filled the graves, and even entered his own 
home. Seemingly endless religious persecution had brought 
massacres between Protestants and Catholics — civilians 
and combatants alike — each supposedly fighting in the 
name of the same God. He quoted the Roman historian Livy: 
“Nothing is more deceptive in appearance than a depraved 
religion, in which the will of the gods is offered as a pretext 
for crimes.”

We must see such crimes for what they are, Montaigne in-

sisted, while leading our own lives most fully and humanely. 
Though he could survey the luxuriant proliferation of quests 
for happiness and wisdom all around him with a generous 
tolerance for every form of diversity, he drew the line at 
religious persecution, torture and other violations of fun-
damental moral values, no matter their presumed benefits. 
What mattered, above all, was to “compose,” as he put it, his 
moral stance, his character: “ ... not to compose books, and to 
win, not battles and provinces, but order and tranquility in 
our own conduct. Our great and glorious masterpiece is to 
live appropriately.” 

Living appropriately takes resilience, fortitude, curiosity, 
empathy, but also sheer joy, even in the face of cruelty, ill-
ness, suffering and death. Montaigne wants to partake of the 
sources of happiness all around him but without blocking 
out any form of suffering or of the human folly and cruelty 
that brings so much of it about. As he puts it in his last essay, 
“Of Experience”:

When I dance, I dance; when I sleep, I sleep; yes, and when I 
walk alone in a beautiful orchard, if my thoughts have been dwell-
ing on extraneous incidents for some part of the time, for some 
other part I bring them back to the walk, to the orchard, to the 
sweetness of this solitude, and to me.

Throughout his essays, Montaigne cites a multitude of 
authors on their experiences of felicity, contentment, com-
fort, but also of discomfort, anguish and acute misery — 
even the bliss of sudden release from great pain. Reflecting 
on Socrates, Aristotle, Epicurus, Seneca and many other 
thinkers, he pays as much attention to what he knew of their 

personal experiences — including how they confronted 
death — as to their views. Whereas he had titled an early es-
say “To philosophize is to learn how to die” and argued that 
we need to get used to death by thinking about it ceaselessly, 
his last essay shows how greatly his views about death had 
changed. He came increasingly to celebrate all that “makes 
man’s happiness in the world.” Not that he did not recognize 
that death can come at any moment; indeed the approach of 
old age made its inevitability all the clearer. Reason the more 
to savor life while doing full justice to its fragility.

Montaigne devotes the last passage of that last essay to 
old age: “The most beautiful lives, to my mind, are those 
that conform to the common human pattern, with order, 
but without miracle and without eccentricity. Now old age 
needs to be treated a little more tenderly.” He invites us to 
commend it to that god who protects health and wisdom, 
then gives the final words to the Roman poet Horace, whom 
he had quoted so often as to earn him the nickname, in later 
centuries, “the French Horace”: 

Apollo, give me joy in what I have, 
I pray, and with good health and a steady mind
May my old age be spent without
Dishonor and not deprived of the lyre.

Ever since Montaigne published his Essays, readers have 
carried on their own dialogues with him. Ralph Waldo Em-
erson recalls coming across Essays in his father’s library and 
“the delight and wonder in which I lived with it. It seemed to 
me as if I had myself written the book, in some former life, 
so sincerely it spoke to me of my thought and experience.” 

And Virginia Woolf points to Montaigne’s “giving the 
whole map, weight, colour and circumference of the soul in 
its confusion, its variety, its imperfection … As the centuries 
go by, there is always a crowd before that picture, gazing 
into its depths, seeing their own faces reflected in it, seeing 
more the longer they look, never being able to say quite what 
it is that they see.” What is clear, she concludes, is that he 
achieved, at last — and this is most fully conveyed in “Of 
Experience” — “a  miraculous adjustment of all these way-
ward parts that constitute the human soul. He laid hold of 
the beauty with all his fingers. He achieved happiness.” 

GUEST COLUMN BY SISSELA BOK

From Tuesday’s Lecturer

JOANNA HAMER
Staff Writer

The question of what 
makes us happy, says Derek 
Bok, is just about as old as the 
human race — but we may 
not be much closer to un-
derstanding it now than we 
were in the Stone Age. 

Dr. Bok and his wife, Dr. 
Sissela Bok, published books 
in tandem last year about 
the definition and pursuit of 
happiness. 

Sissela, a philosopher, 
ethicist and senior visiting 
fellow at the Harvard Cen-
ter for Population Studies, 
wrote Exploring Happiness: 
From Aristotle to Brain Science. 
Her book is an expansive and 
lucid overview of the many 
disciplines that study happi-
ness, including philosophy, 
psychology, theology and 
economics, and also personal 
narratives. 

Derek examined a topic 
more similar to his back-
ground as a lawyer and 
former Harvard president, 
whose academic interests 
focus on higher education. 
His book, The Politics of Hap-
piness: What Government Can 
Learn from the New Research 
on Well-Being, evaluates the 
reliability of happiness stud-
ies and their potential politi-

cal implications.
“We liked the idea of both 

writing about the same sub-
ject from different points of 
view and in slightly different 
ways,” Derek said. “We knew 
that would make it all the 
more enjoyable to compare 
notes and read each others’ 
things and discuss them at 
the dinner table.”

One of the phenomena 
that makes happiness re-
search so interesting, the 
Boks said, is the surprising 
fact described in the intro-
duction of The Politics of Hap-
piness — that “average levels 
of happiness in the United 

States have risen very little if 
at all over the past 50 years 
despite substantial growth in 
per capita incomes.”

“People are so often 
wrong about what they pre-
dict will make them happy,” 
Derek said. “For example, 
they seem to consistently 
over-emphasize the impor-
tance of more money in mak-
ing them happy.”

Multiple studies have 
shown that donating time 
or money to others increases 
happiness much more than 
self-indulgent acts. Educa-
tion can also help raise hap-
piness — particularly edu-
cation that emphasizes the 
study of happiness.

“It’s not easy to change 
the level of people’s happi-
ness,” Derek said, “and like 
most valuable things in life, 
it takes a certain amount of 
willpower.”

In their talk Tuesday morn-
ing, the Boks and Rosenblatt 
explored the study and expe-
rience of happiness and grief. 
Derek has known Rosenblatt 
for more than four decades, as 
they worked together in 1969.

“I was the dean of the law 
school, and he was an assis-
tant professor, and all hell 
was breaking loose at Har-
vard at that time — building 
occupations, throwing deans 

out of windows,” Derek said. 
“He and I had a lot to do with 
trying to put the university 
back together.”

Derek sees much in com-
mon between the study of 
happiness and the explora-
tion of mourning through 
writing.

“There are very few 
things, according to happi-
ness studies, that produce 

lasting happiness, or lasting 
unhappiness,” he said, “but 
one of them is the death of a 
loved one.”

That deep heartache is 
evident in Rosenblatt’s writ-
ing, but it is mitigated some-
what by the genuine and 
powerful happiness that 
comes from helping care for 
his grandchildren. Being 
there for the kids has given 

a real purpose to Ginny and 
Roger, Derek said.

“In a certain sense, he’s 
perhaps experienced in the 
last three or four years in a 
more direct way, both teach-
ings about unhappiness and 
the teachings about happi-
ness, and so perhaps under-
stands all that at a deeper 
level than most of us.”

In their respective disciplines, Boks pursue 
meaning and application of happiness

Rereading Montaigne’s last essays

DEREK BOK SISSELA BOK

People are so often 
wrong about what 
they predict will 
make them happy. 
For example, they 
seem to consistently 
over-emphasize the 
importance of more 
money in making 
them happy.

—DEREK BOK
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Staff Writer

“i happen to love the Bi-
ble,” said retired episcopal 
Bishop John Shelby Spong 
during Monday’s 2 p.m. in-
terfaith lecture.

returning for his sixth trip 
to the institution, Spong will 
lecture every day this week 
on the theme “reclaiming 
the Bible for a non-religious 
World,” named after his 2011 
book of the same title.

“i study (the Bible) every 
day of my life, i’ve read that 
book from cover to cover 
more than 25 times, some 
parts of it many more times 
than that, but i am one priest 
and bishop in the church 
who is no longer willing 
to read that book through 
stained glass lenses,” he 
said.

During Monday’s lecture, 
Spong discussed the impetus 
for his weekly column and 
book, and the 13 bullet points 
he will focus on during his 
lectures this week.

Ten years ago, while lead-
ing a series of classes for a 
highly educated and finan-
cially salient audience at a 
north Carolina mountain 
resort, Spong said, he was 
struck by how little the oth-
erwise intelligent audience 
understood the Bible and bib-
lical scholarship.

“i was amazed by how 
many educated people in 
that part of the world actual-
ly thought the Bible dropped 
from heaven fully written, 
divided into chapters and 
verses and in the King James 
version,” Spong said.

That summer, Spong re-
alized there was a divide 
between the layman’s un-
derstanding of the Bible’s 
contents and what was ac-
cepted and taught in aca-
demic centers of biblical 
scholarship. He saw how 
Christians living in the heart 
of the Bible Belt were igno-
rant of theological opinions 
held by scholars from es-
teemed institutions such as 
Harvard Divinity School and 
Union Theological Seminary.

“i marveled at the fact that 
no one in that group seemed 
to be aware of the current 
scholarly consensus that 
Paul only wrote seven of the 
epistles that are attributed to 
him,” Spong said. 

At that time, Spong con-
cluded that it was his respon-
sibility to bridge the exist-
ing gap and to highlight the 
Bible’s complete contents. 
Throughout the last 10 years, 
he has explored every book 
of the Bible, from genesis to 
revelation. He has examined 

their historical contexts and 
their broad messages. He has 
taught and published their 
inconsistencies, contradic-
tions and “sins of scripture” 
— texts that sanction incon-
ceivable abuse and maltreat-
ment of human beings. 

“one of the things i had 
great fun with was compiling 
all of the human misbehav-
iors for which the Bible rec-
ommends the death penalty,” 
Spong said. “Did you know 
that in the book of Deuteron-
omy we are told that if a child 
is willfully disobedient and 
talks back to his or her par-
ents, that child is to be taken 
to the elders of the city and 
stoned until dead at the gates 
of the city?” 

Through examining and 
exposing the Bible’s incon-
sistencies and logical impos-
sibilities, Spong says it can 
be reclaimed and no longer 
used as a weapon of preju-
dice and oppression. 

“every time the Bible is 
quoted in a public arena, in 
a public or political dispute, 
the Bible is on the wrong 
side. And that goes back a 
very long time — we’ve been 
quoting the Bible to justify 
anti-Semitism for centuries” 
Spong said.

The cover of Reclaiming 
the Bible for a Non-Religious 
World displays three classi-
cal religious images mixed 

with scenes from the wom-
en’s suffrage movement, 
Dr. Martin luther King 
Jr.’s march on Montgomery, 
Ala., and a picture of two 
men’s hands clasped to-
gether, each with a wedding 
band. each contemporary 
image reflects an instance 
where the Bible has been 
quoted to prejudice, to im-
pede social progress and to 
promote oppression. 

information about the Bi-
ble has been kept hidden from 
religious practitioners by the 
authority figures and powers 
in the church, Spong said. 

“Someone said the church 
likes to treat laypeople like 
mushrooms,” he said. “You 

keep them in the dark and 
you cover them over with — 
shall we say — manure.”

in his writings, books and 
in-person lectures, Spong en-
deavors to educate Christians 
about the information on 
which he says most biblical 
scholars already agree. During 
his 2 p.m. lectures at Chautau-
qua, Spong said, he will focus 
on 13 tenets, or bullet points, 
that have been established 
with certainty in the world of 
Biblical scholarship. 

Spong’s first point is that 
the Bible is young. in a world 
where the first human-like 
creatures appeared four mil-
lion years ago, the 3,000-year-
old Bible is a new arrival, 
Spong said. 

His second point is that Mo-
ses did not author the Torah.

“in the 34th chapter of 
Deuteronomy, the last book 
of the Torah — the story of 
death — Moses’ death and 
burial is told. it’s a remark-
able author that can write 
that,” Spong said.

The Torah was actually 
compiled over a span of 500 
years, Spong said.

Bullet point three is 
that David did not write 
the Psalms. Spong said the 
Psalms were written follow-
ing the exile, when David 
was already dead for at least 
500 years. 

The fourth point is that 
Solomon did not write the 
Proverbs.

“one surely wonders how 
it came about that a man who 
had 300 wives and 700 con-
cubines could ever have been 
thought of as wise,” Spong 
said. 

Spong’s fifth point is that 
the prophets of the Hebrew 

faith were unaware that their 
writings would be considered 
Scriptures. Spong called them 
“counterculture creatures.”

The sixth point is that 
there are three different and 
contradictory versions of the 
Ten Commandments.

“You cannot really name 
the Ten Commandments 
biblically, because they 
do not agree,” Spong said. 
“one’s in exodus 20, one’s in 
exodus 34 and one’s in Deu-
teronomy 5.”

Spong’s seventh point is 
that Mark wrote the first 
gospel, and John the last. 
The first Gospels were writ-
ten in greek over 40 years, 
or at least two generations 
after the crucifixion. The last 
gospels were written until 
at least 65 years after Jesus 
died, Spong said

“everything we have in 
the new Testament about 
Jesus floated through some 
kind of oral transmission 
for 40 to 70 years before any-
body wrote it down,” he said. 
“How literal can such a pro-
cess be?”

His eighth point is that 
Paul did all his writing be-
tween the years 51 and 64, 
before any gospels were 
written down. not all the 
epistles considered “Pau-
lian” were actually written 
by Paul. Spong said the au-
thentic epistles of Paul were 
First Thessalonians, gala-
tians, First Corinthians, Sec-
ond Corinthians, romans, 
Philemon and Philippians.

“number nine: There is 
no evidence that we can find 
anywhere that miracles un-
derstood as supernatural acts 
were ever associated with the 
memory of Jesus of nazareth 

before the eighth decade of 
this Common era,” Spong 
said.

Spong’s 10th and 11th 
points are that the theory of 
the virgin birth does not en-
ter the Christian history un-
til the ninth decade, and the 
story of Jesus’ ascension does 
not enter Christian history 
until the 10th decade.

Spong’s 12th point is that 
Jesus’ followers did not leave 
the synagogue until 58 years 
after Jesus’ crucifixion.

“The division between 
Christianity and Judaism 
is a very late division,” he 
said. “The Christian inability 
to place its story into a Jew-
ish context is the primary 

source, i believe, of the way 
the Christian story has been 
distorted with literalism.”

Spong’s final point is that 
there is no proof Paul was ever 
aware of the story of the vir-
gin birth, or that Paul ever 
met a person named Judas 
iscariot. 

This week, during the 
2 p.m. interfaith lectures 
in the Hall of Philosophy, 
Spong will expand and 
elaborate on each of his 13 
points. 

“Folks, there are many 
more. I could have filled 
this afternoon with state-
ments like that,” he said 
as he concluded the week’s 
first lecture.

Spong begins week outlining biblical contradictions
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Live Piano
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coming up? Make your 
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Seatings: 3–4:30 p.m. 

Adults $28 
Children 14 and under $14
Reservations requested at 
716.357.4444

Served every Sunday of the Chautauqua season

ERIC SHEA |  Staff Photographer

Chautauquans fill the lawn outside the Hall of Philosophy listening to 
Monday’s Interfaith Lecture delivered by John Shelby Spong. 

Everything we have 
in the New Testament 
about Jesus floated 
through some kind of 
oral transmission for 
40 to 70 years before 
anybody wrote it 
down. How literal can 
such a process be?

—JoHn sHeLBy sPonG
Retired bishop, Episcopal Church
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Chautauqua organist Jar-
ed Jacobsen will begin the 
season of Massey Memorial 
organ Mini-Concerts in a 
fitting way — with a collec-
tion of overtures, or musical 
introductions.

Jacobsen will perform “A 
Book of overtures” at 12:15 
p.m. today in the Amphithe-
ater. He said he came up with 
the theme after a music pub-
lisher sent him a bonus book 

of opera overtures by famous 
organists from the past.

“So i thought, ‘Well, this is 
a cool title for the opening,’ ” 
he said. “But my book of 
overtures is a little bit more 
wide-ranging than theirs.”

Jacobsen will open his col-
lection with the overture to 
“Candide” by leonard Ber-
nstein.

“it’s just a dazzler,” he 
said. “it’s like seven minutes 
of rock ’em, sock ’em.”

The version he will play 
was written for two pianos, 
but Jacobsen reworked the 

piece for one organ.
“it’s a little schizophrenic 

because i have to watch both 
the primo and secondo parts 
and then condense it down 
into one,” he said. “But it 
just works so beautifully on 
the organ with its wonderful 
shifting rhythms.”

Jacobsen will also play the 
overture to “Marriage of Fi-
garo” by Mozart and a set of 
concert variations by Joseph 
Bonnet, a French composer.

“ ‘Marriage of Figaro’ is 
one of the most well-known 
overtures,” Jacobsen said. 

“it’s bubbly, it’s fun, it’s goofy 
— it’s classic Mozart tunes 
and flavors. The same way 
that ‘Candide’ makes you 
giggle in 1956, this Mozart 
made you giggle in 1786.”

Jacobsen said he loves the 
Bonnet pieces because they 
look much harder than they 
really are.

“it starts with this gigantic 
chord that you just sit on for 
as long as it takes to get rid 
of all your concert jitters, and 
then it just takes off,” he said. 
“And then at the end, it’s 
just like this blaze-of-glory 

French toccata style, which 
is where the hands have fast 
moving notes and the feet 
play big, bold tunes.”

Another piece called “Pas-
sacaglia” by Max reger will 
show the full spectrum of 
what the Massey organ can 
do in one piece, Jacobsen said.

Though he is a little nervous 
for his first Massey concert of 

the season, Jacobsen said he 
likes the butterflies because 
they give him a bit of an edge.

“if i didn’t have that edge, 
i’d be really worried,” he 
said. “But for me, here, it’s 
like coming home. i love this 
place, i love these audiences, 
and they love me right back. 
Plus, the Massey organ can 
do no wrong.”

Massey Mini-Concert season begins with ‘Book of Overtures’

‘You are free, and that is good news’
“We are the boat, we are the sea,
I sail in you, you sail in me.”
—Pete Seeger

“i must confess,” said the Very rev. Alan Jones, “that 
when I first came to this country, I was the chaplain at a 
high school and i did not get the hang of it. i was teaching a 
class in ethics to seniors and one young man said, ‘i have the 
right to my opinion.’ i answered, ‘Yes, you do, but it is utterly 
worthless.’ ”

Jones began his sermon with the quote from leonard 
Cohen he used on Monday and then quoted Pete Seeger. His 
title was “lost in the Kingdom of ‘Whatever’: the Seduction 
of Pleasing ourselves.” His scripture texts were isaiah 49:13-
16a, i Corinthians 4:1-5 and Matthew 6:24-34.

“i want to question the assumptions of people who think 
they are liberal and tolerant,” Jones said. “Archbishop robert 
Runcie said that the church is like a pool — all the splashing 
takes place at the shallow end. Where do we find our hope? 
in intimacy with god. isaiah said it was inscribed on god’s 
hand. Paul said we are in service to the mysteries of god, 
and Matthew described hope as total trust.

“The name of the game is freedom, but we see freedom as 
being free of restraint — to do as we damn well please,” he 
said.

Jones talked about a play he saw in San Francisco called 
Maple and Vine. A young Manhattan couple, so bound up 
with the speed of life, decides to move to a commune where 
it is always 1955.

“The trouble is it is not the Kingdom of god, it is the 
Kingdom of Whatever, a retreat to a private world. The 
problem with the Kingdom of Whatever is that it is peopled 
by idiots,” Jones said. “I use that word in a very specific way. 
in greek and latin, the word ‘idiot’ meant a private person 
who had no regard for the common good, a person who 
declined to participate in public life. We confuse that with 
freedom. in the Kingdom of Whatever, the self is sovereign 
and there are too many choices and no way to discern what 
is good. We are slaves to appetite.”

Contrast the Kingdom of Whatever with the Kingdom of 
Heaven where service, sacrifice and surrender are keywords, 
Jones said.

“What play are we in? Where do you locate yourself? On 
Facebook? We are longing for communion but are fed by 
empty substitutes. We have forgotten who we are, the person 
as mystery,” he said.

Jones told the story of an August 2009 demonstration. A 
group of people demanded secession from the United States 

in the name of freedom.
“They wanted to be free of the burden of dialogue with oth-

ers,” he said. “They had no fear of nihilism. They longed for a 
place where problems are solved by the phrase ‘Get off my back 
— but launch a federal rescue if things get too tough.’ ”

He continued: “We are slaves to appetite. indulging appe-
tite is not the same as freedom. What is freedom? We think it 
means to be isolated, that relationships are purely contractual.”

He shared the story of a 16-year-old nazi resister. in 
prison, he looked for a way to demonstrate his freedom. He 
tore a piece of brown paper from the bottom of his mattress, 
cadged a pencil from a guard and wrote all the latin words 
he could remember to signify his freedom.

“it is hard to imagine that happening today. We are hav-
ing an election year non-debate about freedom and commu-
nity,” he said. “People are passionate, violent and committed; 
it is part of our psyche to be free to be angry. So we retreat 
into an open-ended whatever.

“Doctrine and belief matter, and it matters how we adjudi-
cate between beliefs. Far more binds us — atheists, believers 
and inbetweens — than tears us apart. Through science, we 
are bound by amazement and humility. religion, however, has 
been relegated to the private. it is the price of our freedom.”

He quoted one writer who said that someone going on a 
hajj to Mecca, or to Scotland to play golf, or to italy to hear 
opera were all the same. Thomas Jefferson said he did not 
care if his neighbor had one belief or 20 because those beliefs 
did not pick his pocket.

“We act as if beliefs have nothing to do with real life. You 
are your own authority,” Jones said. “The Huffington Post 
recently had a ‘Create Your own religion’ contest. You could 
name it; decide its rituals, beliefs and holidays.

“President eisenhower told the russians in 1952 that the 
difference between our system and theirs is that ours was 
founded on deeply held faith and he did not care which sys-
tem it was. i recently saw an ad that said you don’t have to 
believe what the church teaches to be a good Catholic.”

Thomas Paine said that his own mind was his own 
church.

“But how do you judge? What if your mind tells you false 
things? What if it is largely unfurnished?” Jones asked. 
“Americans might decide not to feed the hungry or clothe 
the naked or preach good news to the poor. We would let the 
wounded uninsured die in the street.”

We can’t be coerced or bullied when we are nurtured in a 
tradition that develops the mind, heart and soul.

edith Wharton said humans should be unafraid of 
change, have an insatiable intellectual curiosity, be inter-
ested in big things and be happy in small ways.

“This is a good prescription for a spiritual life,” Jones said. 
“it leads to a stillness so that you can hear the deep music of 
your own life. This way of life leads to love and friendship, 
the centrality of beauty and the mystery in which we live.”

Think of the power of music.
“Beethoven’s ninth says that the human adventure is worth 

it. Italo Calvino said that a classic has never finished saying 
what it has to say,” Jones said. “That is why we read the Bible 
— it is never finished. In the Kingdom of God, we are never 
finished being transformed. When we get to heaven, God will 
ask us ‘Where are the others?’ This is not a private trip. We are 
in this journey together. The good news is that we are called to 
communion. You are free, and that is good news.”

The rev. erik Kolbell presided. Kolbell is a writer, psycho-
therapist and served as the social justice minister of The riv-
erside Church. The rev. Joan Brown Campbell introduced 
Kolbell on Monday as a friend of roger rosenblatt who had 
once appeared on “America’s Most Wanted” and had given 
marital advice to John edwards.

Shirley Thomas read the scriptures. Shirley is a gradu-
ate of Miami University and is married to Warren. Together 
they have hosted for the United Church of Christ residen-
tial houses for the past six years. Shirley has served as the 
coordinator of Bereavement Services for Hospice Buffalo for 
12 years. She has spent part of each summer at Chautauqua 
for the past 40 years and currently sings in the Chautauqua 
Choir. She is an active member of women4women-knitting-
4peace and is a lay minister in the United Church of Christ.

Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship and sacred music 
coordinator, conducted the Motet choir. They sang, “Come 
Thou long expected Jesus” by Charles Wesley and row-
land Prichard and arranged by David g. Shreiner. Jacobsen 
explained that the piece was a macaronic text — not pasta 
— a tune from song A imposed on song B. In this case, 
“Come Thou long expected Jesus” was laid upon george F. 
Handel’s “And the glory of the lord” from Messiah.

Column by mARy lEE TAlboT

Morning Worship



c l a s s i f i e d s
Page 10 The Chautauquan Daily Wednesday, June 27, 2010

Lori HumpHreys
Staff Writer

caring for the elderly 
might be compared to a mar-
athon — pacing is essential.

at 9:30 a.m. Thursday in 
the chautauqua Women’s 
club House, gerontologist Ju-
dith Braunfeld’s presentation 
for the chautauqua speaks 
program will emphasize that 
idea as she addresses many 
caregivers’ double challenge 
— caring both for the elderly 
and themselves.   

Though “burnout” and 
not taking care of themselves 
can be the largest, most fa-
miliar problems for caregiv-
ers, Braunfeld said, one of her 
solutions is less well-known.

“i am bringing a secret 
gift — something that will 
change the lives of caregiv-
ers,” Braunfeld said.

she also brings to the lec-
ture three decades of experi-
ence in working with the el-
derly. she said one important 
goal is to preserve the auton-
omy of elderly people with 
alzheimer’s or dementia.

“Just asking simple ques-
tions like, ‘do you want 
Jell-o or ice cream?’ or ‘do 
you want to wear the blue 
dress or the red dress?’ is a 
way for them to experience 
control over their lives,” she 
said.

Braunfeld’s morning 
presentation will include a 
Q&a session, handouts and 
interactive problem solv-
ing. Thursday morning’s 
program marks Braunfeld’s 
17th summer visit to chau-
tauqua, where she has also 
worked with younger gen-
erations. for the past five 
years, she has trained the 
athenaeum Hotel’s waiters 
and waitresses.

Thirty years ago, she 
began Braunfeld consult-
ing services. she received 
her Bachelor of science in 
gerontology from the Uni-
versity of illinois at Urba-
na-champaign and has par-
ticipated in many university 
programs. Braunfeld also 
served as program director 
for the disciples of christ 
foundation in illinois.

The Walter l. & Martha 
Tinkham Miller fund and 
the chautauqua fellows 
fund help underwrite to-
day’s 10:45 lecture with 
Roger Rosenblatt and Meg 
Wolitzer.

The Walter l. and Mar-
tha Tinkham Miller fund 
was created in 1994 by Mrs. 
Miller to support chautau-
qua programming.  Walter 
l. Miller was born Octo-
ber 1, 1903 in Jamestown 
and was a son of frank e. 
and Nannie c. Miller.  He 
graduated from Jamestown 
High school in 1923 and 
received his J.d. at albany 

law school in 1927.  He 
practiced law in Jamestown 
for over 60 years with the 
firm of Price, Miller, and 
evans.  Walter co-drafted 
the charter and many other 
documents which gave life 
to the chautauqua foun-
dation, inc. in 1937.  He 
also helped incorporate the 
Ralph c. sheldon founda-
tion, inc., as well as serving 
as an officer and director.  
Mr. Miller died in January 
1993. 

Martha Tinkham Miller 
was born september 27, 1908 
in Jamestown, a daughter of 
frederick B. and florence B. 

Tinkham.  she graduated in 
1926 from dana Hall school 
in Wellesley, Mass. and at-
tended smith college.  she 
and Walter Miller married 
October 1, 1932.  she died in 
January 2003 in Jamestown.

Walter and Martha had 
no children. Walter was 
almost like a father to the 
younger members of his law 
firm.     They were avid  trav-
elers, long time members of 
Moonbrook country club, 
and very interested through-
out their lives in reading, 
learning and following cur-
rent events.  Martha and 
Walter lived for many years 

in Bemus Point and each 
day during the chautauqua 
season, for at least the last 
50 years of her life, Martha 
attended the daily lecture at 
chautauqua. 

The chautauqua fellows 
fund was established in 
1982 by the Bearings divi-
sion of TRW inc.

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility of 
establishing an endowment to 
support the performing arts or 
supporting another aspect of 
Chautauqua’s program, please 
contact Karen Blozie at 357-
6244 or email her at kblozie@
ciweb.org. 
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Braunfeld to address caring for the 
elderly in Chautauqua Speaks lecture

Miller, Fellows funds sponsor Wolitzer lecture

Questions?

A group of Chautauquans has volunteered to help answer questions from first-time visitors to the Institution and will be available 
at different locations around the grounds on weekends and at the beginning of the week. Assistance is available at a help table 
at the bottom of the Vincent brick walk and from roving volunteers across the plaza between the Post Office and Amphitheater 
12–4 p.m. Sundays and 8:30–10:30 a.m. and 12–2 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays. “Drive through” stations at the two Main Gate 
entrances 2–5 p.m. Saturdays will be set up to assist those searching for their on-grounds accommodations.

Provided Photo

BRAUNFELD

2013 SEASON

A CHARMING GUEST cottage 
for 2013 Season. Sleeps two. 
Newly remodeled, park-like set-
ting, patio, on-site parking, on 
tram & bus route. W/D, A/C, 
cable, wireless internet, D/W, pet 
friendly. Week 9 2012 Season 
also available. 716-357-2499

RENTAL 2013 full season or half 
season LOVELY, SPACIOUS 2 
bedroom, 2 bath unit off large 
porch on ground floor, full ameni-
ties, central A/C and heat, W/D, 
Wi-fi, excellent location, steps 
from amp and plaza, on bus and 
tram route. Call for appointment. 
357-5428

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath, modern, 
well furnished, fully equipped, 
huge sleeping and dining porch, 
A/C, HEAT, DW, W&D, cable, 
WiFi, Parking,Rent weekly or 
season 42 Foster. jimorris@mor-
ristrust.net, (716)490-1659.

34 MILLER BEST Location, 1block 
Bestor &Ampitheater Full/Half 
Season 2013, Newly Renovated, 
Bedroom, Living Room, Dishwasher, 
AC, Ceiling Fan, Private Porch, 
Laundry Room, 412-425-9658, 
212-517-7723

2012 SEASON

AMES AVE townhouse (29). 
Luxury, all amenities, central 
location on busline. Two porch-
es, granite kitchen, central air 
conditioning, W/D, HDTV-DVD, 
5 bedroom- 3 kings, 2 twins, 
3.5 baths, Wi-Fi, patio, grill, 2 
parking passes, available week 
9. $4000/wk. 727-512-3890

A PA RTMENT RENTAL  51 
Foster, newly renovated garden 
apartment, historic distr ict, 
close to Amphitheatre and Hall 
of Philosophy, 2 bedrooms, 1 
bath, cable, WiFi, TV, heat/AC, 
Weeks 6&7, Call Sherry 716-
357-2626.

2012 SEASON

NEW MODERN one bedroom 
apartment near Bestor Plaza, 
2nd floor A/C, W/D WiFi. Week 
3, 716-983-2162

WEEKS 3,4,8,& 9. 44 South 
Avenue, near Hall of Philosophy, 
bright, cheerful, on bus line, 
A/C, $1200/week. Karla 704-
907-9663.

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath, modern, 
well furnished, fully equipped, huge 
sleeping and dining porch, A/C, 
HEAT, DW, W&D, cable, WiFi, 
Parking, 42 Foster. jimorris@mor-
ristrust.net, (716)490-1659.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

AA and Alanon. Sunday 12:30 
p.m. ,  Wednesday 12:30 at 
Hurlbut Church Parlor.

APARTMENTS  
FOR RENT

AVAILABLE WEEKS 7 and 8 
tv,AC half block from amp, 23 
Waugh, 3rd floor, deck, no pets. 
607-761-5388

CONDOS FOR RENT

ST. ELMO first floor, large one-
bedroom with two extra-long 
twin beds. Available this sea-
son for weeks 3-5 and 8-9 at 
$2,100 per week. Avai lable 
2013 season weeks 1 through 5 
($11,000) and weeks 8 and 9 for 
$2,200 per week. Large porch 
on Ames side. Call 216-926-
3240 or email CJH17@cox.net

FOR RENT

BOAT RENTALS-Pontoon and 
Power--Kayaks, Fishing Boats, 
and Pedal Boats! Chautauqua 
Mar ina 716-753-3913.  Ful l 
Service Marina, (pumps) Non-
Ethanol Fuel.

FOR SALE

STEINWAY TIGER Mahogony 
Par lor  Grand Piano- MFG, 
1907-- Appraised by Froess 
Piano of Erie 8/4/11- sound 
board- excellent, pin block- 
excellent, ivory keys, regularly 
ma in ta ined,  Ask ing  Pr ice- 
$20,000.00 Terms- cashiers 
check- call 814-449-5400 in 
Edinboro, PA for appointment

JOBS WANTED

DOG LOVER wants to walk your 
dog. Call Ellie 716-357-2626.

SERVICES

WANTED

ANY MUSICIANS interested in 
playing for fun.  Second violin/
violist available. Contact Anne 
at 357-4933.

BABYSITTERS NEEDED- 2 
families. Ages 1-6. Daytime and 
evenings 716-357-3587

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED TO  buy NU Step 
4000 exerciser email ciancio@
buffalo.edu

FOR RENT

WEEK NINE: Charming house, 
16 Simpson.  Sleeps 8,eat-in 
k i t c h e n .  W / D ,  2  p o r c h -
es.357-5357. $2000.

34 MILLER: 1BR and 3BR Apts, 
near amp, well-equipped kitch-
en, private porch, D/W, laundry, 
A/C, weeks 6,8,9 and 2013 sea-
son. $995-$1495. 412-425-9658

Back issues of The Chautauquan Daily
If you would like any back issues of the Daily from the 2011 
Season, please stop at the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall.
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BOTTOM: Boys’ and Girls’ Club 
waterfront director Chuck Bauer 
instructs a group of girls on proper 
canoeing methods Monday on the 
Club waterfront.

TOP: The last of Monday slips into 
dusk.

LEFT: The Monday sunset lights 
up the clouds behind the Miller 
Bell Tower.

RIGHT: Young swimmers prepare 
to take a dip as Children’s Beach 
opens for the season.

GREG FUNKA  |  Staff Photographer

Downby
theLake

GREG FUNKA  |  Staff Photographer

GREG FUNKA  |  Staff Photographer

ADAM BIRKAN |  Staff Photographer



7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Dariel Woltz 
(Yoga/Meditation).  Bring gate 
pass. Main Gate Welcome Center 
Conference Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 (9-10:30) CLSC Scientific Circle. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Alumni 
Association.) “Stuck on Black Holes: 
A Presentation for Non-scientists 
and Scientists Alike.” David Brown, 
professor of physics, U of Louisville. 
Alumni Hall Garden Room

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “The universe 
is not made up of atoms. It’s 
made up of stories.” The Very 
Rev. Alan Jones, Dean Emeritus, 
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco. 
Amphitheater

9:30 Chautauqua Institution Trustees 
Porch Discussion. “The Planning 
within the Strategic Plan.” Thomas 
Becker, president, Chautauqua 
Institution. Hultquist Center Porch

10:00 Voice Master Class. (School of 
Music.) Marlena Malas. McKnight 
Hall

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Meg Wolitzer, author, 
The Uncoupling; Roger Rosenblatt. 
Amphitheater

12:00 Women in Ministry. Hall of Missions

12:15 Massey Organ Mini-Concert:  
“A Book of Overtures.” Jared 
Jacobsen, organist. Amphitheater

12:15 Brown Bag Book Review. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle Alumni 
Association.) Nina Walsh, Tell Me 
a Story: The Life-Shaping Power of 
Our Stories by Daniel Taylor. Alumni 
Hall Porch 

1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:15 Language Hour: French, Spanish. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 

Women’s Club.) Women’s Club 
House

1:15 CLSC Alumni Assoc. Docent Tours 
of Alumni Hall and Pioneer Hall. 

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
John Shelby Spong, retired 
Episcopal Bishop of Newark. Hall of 
Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 Piano Mind/Body Tune-up. (School 
of Music.) Fee. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios.

3:30 (3:30-5) Jewish Film Festival. 
(Programmed by the Everett Jewish 
Life Center.) “Praying with Lior.” 
Everett Jewish Life Center

4:00 Faculty Artist Recital: John 
Milbauer, piano. (Benefits the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund.) Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:15 Young Readers Program. The 
Fingertips of Duncan Dorfman by 
Meg Wolitzer.  Meg Wolitzer, author. 
Celebrate another Chautauqua 
season and the joy of friendships, 
both new and old. Alumni Hall 
Garden Room

4:15 (4:15-5:15) Bat Chat. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club.) Caroline Van 
Kirk Bissell. (Children under 12 
accompanied by adult.) Smith Wilkes 
Hall

5:30 Annual “Sponsor an Art Student” 
Picnic. Chautauqua School of Art

6:45 Eventide Travelogue. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Alumni Association.) 
“Haiti with the Carter Habitat for 
Humanity Work Week.” Debra Wood. 
Donation. Hall of Christ

7:00 Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults. Text Study and Motif 
Adaptation: The Rock/Water 
Narratives of Exodus and Numbers. 
Alumni Hall Porch

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

7:00 (7-7:45) Metropolitan Community 
Church Vespers Service. UCC 
Chapel

7:30 FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT SERIES: 
Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom 
Starring Peter Gros. (Community 
Appreciation Night.) Amphitheater

9:00 (9-12) Open Mic Night. Must be 17 
or older. College Club

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 Chautauqua Speaks. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club) 
“Caring for Caregivers” Judith 
Braunfeld, gerontologist. Women’s 
Club House

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “Becoming 
Human: Independence Day!” The 
Very Rev. Alan Jones, Dean 
Emeritus, Grace Cathedral, San 
Francisco. Amphitheater 

9:15 Maimonides–A Guide to the 
Perplexed. (Programmed by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin. Alumni Hall Library 
Room

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. TBA; Roger Rosenblatt.
Amphitheater

12:00 (12-2) Tell Your CHQ Story. Video 

Interview Booth. St. Elmo porch

12:15 Knitting. “Women4Women–
Knitting4Peace.” UCC Reformed 
House Porch

12:15 Science Brown Bag Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle 
Alumni Association Science Circle.) 
“Exercise and the Brain.” Frank 
Lieberman. Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Brown Bag. Chautauqua Theater 
Company. Bratton Theater

12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices of 
World Religions Seminar. “Serenity 
through Silence.” Michael Woltz 
(Yoga and Meditation) Donation. Hall 
of Missions 

12:45 Catholic Community Seminar 
Series. “Having Life in Abundance.” 
Msgr. Michael Flanagan, retired, 
Mandeville, Jamaica, W.I. Methodist 
House Chapel

1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:15 Duplicate Bridge.  Fee. Sports Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
John Shelby Spong, retired 
Episcopal Bishop of Newark. Hall of 
Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 

Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 (2:30-4) Piano Master Class. 
(School of Music.) Fee. Sherwood-
Marsh Studios

3:00 Dance Film. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Dance Circle.) Gene 
Kelly: Dancer and Innovator of the 
American Style. Smith Wilkes Hall

3:30 CLSC ROUNDTABLE/LECTURE. Billy 
Collins, Horoscopes for the Dead. 
Hall of Philosophy

4:00 Artsongs. Recital with Chautauqua 
Opera Studio Artists. Hall of Christ

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

4:15 (4:15-5:15) Native American 
Storytelling. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Bill Crouse, Seneca Nation 
of Indians. Mabel Powers Fire Circle. 
(Children under 12 accompanied 
by adult.) South Ravine on the lake 
side of Thunder Bridge; rain location 
Smith Wilkes Hall

6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing at 
Sunday worship services.) Smith 
Wilkes Hall

6:30 Unity Class/Workshop. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

7:00 Devotional Services. 
Denominational Houses

7:00 Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults. Movie night and discussion. 
Hurlbut Church

7:00 Pre-Performance Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Dance Circle.) Dance Faculty. 
Hultquist Center

7:15 (7:15–7:45) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: Carol 
McKiernan. Bring gate pass. Main 
Gate Welcome Center Conference 
Room

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA DANCE SALON. Mark 
Diamond, associate artistic director, 
North Carolina Dance Theatre. 
Amphitheater

7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Dariel Woltz 
(Yoga/Meditation). Bring gate 
pass. Main Gate Welcome Center 
Conference Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd
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PHOTO PROVIDED 
Moira Shearer gets pointers from her ballet instructor (Leonide Massine) in “The Red Shoes” (1948), the movie that opens the Classic Film 
Series. The landmark picture, which brought the backstage world of ballet to international attention, was photographed in brilliant color. It 
tells the story of a ballerina who must choose between her career and her love. The film will be shown at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday in Chau-
tauqua Cinema, Hurst and Wythe. Movie historian David Zinman will lecture before the screening. Jean Pierre Bonnefoux, artistic director 
of Chautauqua Dance, will lead a post-movie discussion. Brown bags are welcome.

‘THE RED SHOES’
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