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Cartoonist Feiffer
joins Rosenblatt in
conversation today
The comics were
evolving from being
“gag-a-day” fodder
to featuring more adAwa rd-w i n n i ng
venturous tales.
cartoonist and author
Feiffer’s favorite
Jules Feiffer will talk
strip at the time was
with Roger Rosen“Wash Tubbs,” by
blatt at 10:45 a.m. toRoy Crane, a pioneer
day in the Amphithe- FEIFFER
of adventure-genre
ater as part of Week
comic strips. The
One’s “Roger Rosencomic followed the
blatt and Friends on
Literary Arts” conadventures of Capversations.
tain Easy, a reticent
As recounted in
Southern
“soldier
his 2012 memoir,
of fortune” with a
Backing Into Forward,
shadowy past.
Feiffer’s tale begins in
As a four-yearthe Bronx, where he ROSENBLATT old, he would draw
was born and raised
Captain Easy and
during the Depression. As many other childhood comic
a child, he often navigated strip heroes, Feiffer said in
through the New York World- a 2009 YouTube interview
Telegram newspaper his father while a Montgomery Fellow
would bring home. And as at Dartmouth.
many young readers do, FeiEager to find his way into
ffer found interest in the back the newspaper and onto the
pages, where the comic strips page, a 16-year-old Feiffer rebrought color and humor to calls in his memoir how he
an otherwise endless tome of boldly walked into the Wall
black text.
Street office of comic-strip
In those days, a daily strip giant Will Eisner, who had a
could be drawn as large as seven-page insert “The Spir25 inches wide by 6 inches it,” in the Sunday newspaper.
high, compared with today’s
seemingly miniature strips.
See FEIFFER, Page 4
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Most people would think
it impossible to re-create the
music of the Beatles, Bach,
Beyoncé and Debussy without instruments.
The Swingle Singers, however, would argue that most
people underestimate the
most versatile instrument in
existence — the human voice.
The unique a cappella ensemble capitalizes on all the
human voice’s varied abilities, including singing, vocal
rhythm and sound effects.
They create a sound so full,
interesting and dynamic that
many listeners cannot believe
seven human performers produce it with only their voices.
“We like to take our audience on a varied musical
journey,” said Swingle tenor
Oliver Griffiths in an email interview, “and hopefully surprise them with the breadth
of music we perform.”
Spanning genres and gen-

We’re actually quite hard
to define musically, as
we sing a very broad
repertoire. Everything
from contemporary music
through to pop music via
classical and jazz.

SPONG CONTINUES SERIES TODAY

—OLIVER GRIFFITHS
Swingle Singer

erations of fans, the Swingle
Singers’ first album dropped
in 1963. Since then, the London-based group has grown
and evolved and now boasts
seven bright, young vocalists
making their mark on today’s
music scene.
“We love touring in the
USA and can’t wait to be back
on your shores,” Griffiths said.
The group coming to
Chautauqua includes two
sopranos, Sara Brimer and

ERIC SHEA | Staff Photographer
John Shelby Spong, seen here Monday, continues his series on “Reclaiming
the Bible in a Non-Religious World” at 2 p.m. Tuesday in the Hall of
Philosophy. Spong said of Chautauqua, “It’s one place where religion can
be discussed without awakening the Inquisition.”

See SWINGLE, Page 4

Thinking like an architect: precedent and history in creative process
GEORGE COOPER
Staff Writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Athenaeum at Cayalá, Guatamala, is a civic building with classical proportion and Chautauqua inspiration.

Sometimes it is coincidence.
Other times brilliance. Still
other times, as architect and
Notre Dame professor Richard
Economakis says, precedents
and historical examples influence the creative process in
composing a new piece of art.
As part of the Oliver Archives Center Heritage Lecture Series, Economakis will
speak at 3:30 p.m. today in
the Hall of Christ.
The talk is titled “The Athenaeum at Cayalá, Guatemala: Precedent and Symbol
in the Making of a New Civic
Building.”

Cayalá, Guatemala, is a
new city, the physical beginnings of which began in 2010.
It has become a fairly sizable town with streets and
squares providing a mix of
living and shopping opportunities, Economakis said.
Cayalá is a Mayan name
that means paradise. The
paradise has its origins —
in a manner of speaking —
at Notre Dame, where two
young Guatemalans María
Sánchez and Pedro Godoy
were students in the School
of Architecture. Upon returning home from school,
they were convinced the
countryside was right for a
mixed-use, walkable New

Urbanist community.
Developed by landowner
and developer Grupo Cayalá,
and planned by Léon Krier,
the city incorporates Mayan
ornamental detail with Spanish classicism. During the
development process, Grupo
Cayalá called upon the architectural firm Estudio Urbano
for which Sánchez and Godoy work.
Thus re-enter Notre Dame,
Richard Economakis and,
yes, Chautauqua at today’s
lecture in the Hall of Christ.
Economakis had been
asked to design a civic
building in Cayalá.
See ECONOMAKIS, Page 4
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TODAY’S WEATHER

HIGH 73° LOW 58°
Rain: 0%
Sunset: 8:56 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

HIGH 78° LOW 62°

Rain: 0%
Sunrise: 5:54 a.m. Sunset: 8:58 p.m.

THURSDAY

Join the online conversation! Use #CHQ2012, and mention Chautauqua on your favorite social platforms to voice your thoughts on lectures and programs all sum-

HIGH 83° LOW 72°

Rain: 10%
Sunrise: 5:54 a.m. Sunset: 8:58 p.m.
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Amp gates to close during worship service
To conduct morning worship with respect and without
interruption, ushers will close the Amphitheater gates at
9:30 a.m. for the remainder of Week One and all of Week
Two. Ushers will reopen the gates at the conclusion of the
service to admit morning lecture attendees.

Bulletin

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at Chautauqua but are not one
of the Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional
vehicles. Listing in the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location,
sponsor and cost, if there is one. The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing.
The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for $10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should
go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

BOARD

Event

Date

Time

Location

Sponsor

PEO Reunion

Every Tuesday
during the
season

12:15 p.m.

Carol Rufener’s Home (1 Morris — Above
Vacation Properties), bring a sandwich

Sisters

Briefly

SEASONAL STARTS

NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS

The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended
to provide space for announcements from Institution-related
organizations. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a
story, it should not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information
to Jen in the editorial office. Please provide name of organization,
time and place of meeting and one contact person’s name with
phone number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.
Tell Your CHQ Story today
How do you take Chautauqua home with you? How do
your experiences here enrich your life? Each week during
the 2012 Season, Chautauquans can share their unique
Chautauqua story through social media and video interviews. The Institution’s social media team will conduct interviews from noon to 2 p.m. every Tuesday and Thursday
on the St. Elmo porch. For more information, or to make an
appointment, contact webmaster@ciweb.org.

Zachary Imus,
owner of
Mobile Wash
Express, and
his employees
power wash the
front facade of
the Athenaeum
Hotel last week
in preparation
for the
opening of the
Chautauqua
Season.

Jacobsen to perform ‘Welcome Back!’ Tallman mini-concert
Chautauqua organist Jared Jacobsen will perform his
first organ mini-concert of the season on the Tallman
Tracker Organ at 12:15 p.m. today in the Hall of Christ.
Jacobsen said he likes to show how the organ works —
a sort of “Pipe Organ 101” — why there are pedals and
more than one keyboard and its similarities to the piano.
“That’s my theme — to play a variety of pieces that actually showcase what an organ is and how it works,” Jacobsen said.
Chautauqua Women’s Club news
• Today at 9:30 a.m. the Chautauqua Women’s Club
will host social time with the Young Women’s Group and
moms of teenagers. SACtivities Moms plan evening activities and volunteer activities for their teens.
• CWC offers duplicate bridge sessions at 1 p.m. today at
the Clubhouse. Fee collected at the door.
• The fundraiser “Open Your Purse & Take Off Your Tie”
will be held July 25. Donations of gently worn purses and
ties are being accepted at the Clubhouse through July 23.
Physics professor Brown to present for CLSC Scientific Circle
David Brown, University of Louisville physics professor,
presents “Stuck on Black Holes: A Presentation for Non-Scientists and Scientists Alike” for “Science at Chautauqua” at
9 a.m. Wednesday in the Alumni Hall Garden Room.
Hurlbut to host knitting workshop
Learn to knit, ask questions, resolve knitting problems
or just enjoy a quiet hour of knitting and conversation
4:30–5:30 p.m. today in the Hurlbut Church first floor parlor. Contact Kate Simmons at 303-917-2248.
Chautauqua Connections hosts opening picnic today
Chautauqua Connections opening picnic for students
(MSFO, piano, voice and dance) and sponsors will be held
5 p.m. today on the Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall lawn. Call Susan at 716-357-5799 with questions.

MICHELLE KANAAR | Staff Photographer

The Athenaeum Hotel staff has
one week to prepare for Week
One of the Chautauqua Season.
In that time, they need to clean
the hotel, prepare the rooms
and train the staff, among many
other preparatory duties. “It’s
almost like we open a new
business every year,” said Brett
Odorisio, the Athenaeum’s
director of operations.

Sports Club holds softball organizational meetings
The Sports Club will hold softball league organizational
meetings — 4:30 p.m. for women and 5 p.m. for men — today.
Wood to present on Habitat for Humanity in CLSC Eventide
Debra Wood will speak on her week in Haiti with Habitat for Humanity 6:45 p.m. Wednesday in the Hall of Christ.
Hebrew Congregation hosts community Shabbat dinner
The Hebrew Congregation will sponsor a community
Shabbat dinner at 6:30 p.m. July 6 in the Athenaeum Hotel
parlor. Reservations are required. The cost is $30 for adults
and $15 for children under 12. For reservations and information, call Burt and Sandy Zucker at 216-337-7288.
BTG sponsors Garden Walk
Horticulturist Joe McMaster will host a garden walk at
4:15 p.m. today under the green awning at the lake side
of Smith Wilkes Hall. The walks vary each week and are
sponsored by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden Club.
Trunk Show benefits Chautauqua Opera Young Artists
Sandy D’Andrade’s 10th Annual Trunk Show and Sale
benefitting the Chautauqua Opera Company’s Young Artists
program is from 9 a.m.–4 p.m. today at the Main Gate Welcome Center.

LEFT A folded-up cot and
various other pieces of furniture
line an Athenaeum hallway as
the rooms receive a cleaning.
RIGHT Athenaeum General
Manager Bruce Stanton leads
a training session on basic
wine fundamentals for the new
seasonal staff.
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Poet-in-residence translates personal grief into poetry
JENNIFER SHORE
Staff Writer

Joan Murray was traveling
on an Amtrak train a few days
after Sept. 11, and as it headed to New York City, she felt
“gripped by sorrow, fear and
uncertainty about the future.”
She ventured to the cafe
car for a coffee and noticed a
group of men. Their clothing
was casual, but their demeanor
had a sense of mission.
It dawned on her that they
were firefighters, which they
confirmed when she asked,
and they were on their way “to
dig” at ground zero.
“I hope you find some sur-

MURRAY

vivors,” Murray said.
She went back to her seat
and wrote “Survivors —
Found.”
On Sept. 19, she read the

poem on NPR’s “Morning
Edition,” and thousands of
people contacted their stations for copies of her work.
Murray said she wrote the
poem spontaneously but
later began thinking about
other disaster poetry.
As Week One’s poet-inresidence at Chautauqua,
Murray will discuss disaster
poems in a Brown Bag lecture at 12:15 p.m. today on
the Alumni Hall porch.
“Poets rally when times are
important — we get called to
read at births and weddings
and especially at funerals,”
Murray said. “I think there’s
an essential human impulse to

express our grief, and in a difficult time, people can be helped
by a poem about it.”
Murray said she will also
talk about poets who have
used disasters to advance religious, philosophical or political beliefs.
“This talk should let
Chautauquans see how poets of earlier times, as well
as our own, have responded
to significant events in their
lifetimes,” she said.
The Victorians, for example,
tended to over-sentimentalize
disasters, but 20th-century
writers wrote more directly
about them. She will discuss
Dylan Thomas, author of “A

SYDNEY MALTESE
Staff Writer

Beginning next Monday,
Chautauquans new and seasoned will have the opportunity to “mind the gap,” even
while picking up their morning paper or a book.
A recently established box
will appear each Monday in
the Chautauqua Bookstore.
It will give patrons the option to donate a small gift to
the Chautauqua Fund when
they make their purchases.
“I am excited to offer
Chautauquans the opportunity to easily participate
in the Chautauqua Fund
and to show their support
of Chautauqua by donating
a dollar or two,” said Tina
Downey, director of the
annual fund.
“The gap” refers to the
difference between Chautauqua’s collected revenue
and the actual cost of cre-

GREG FUNKA | Staff Photographer

#CHQ2012

Song service during the 2011
Season, blending poetry from
her first anthology, Poems
to Live by in Uncertain Times,
with music in observance of
the 10-year anniversary of
Sept. 11.
After the service, Clara
Silverstein, program director of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center, approached
Murray about working
with the Writers’ Center to
teach a workshop and host
a Brown Bag lecture.
“She’s got a lot of enthusiasm and knowledge,” Silverstein said. “The students will
really enjoy working with her.”

Bookstore makes annual fund
accessible to all Chautauquans

OUT OF THE TREES

Miller Bell Tower peeks through a gap in the foliage along South Lake Drive.

Refusal to Mourn the Death,
by Fire, of a Child in London.”
Although this is Murray’s
fifth visit to Chautauqua, it is
her first time working with the
Writers’ Center.
In 2002, she presented her
book Queen of the Mist: The
Forgotten Heroine of Niagara as
part of the morning lecture
platform, and she has also
written Looking for the Parade,
Dancing on the Edge and The
Same Water.
Murray edited three poetry
anthologies, and Poems to Live
By in Troubling Times was a
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle selection in 2006.
She returned for a Sacred

ating, running and maintaining the Institution.
“As a nonprofit organization, Chautauqua is dependent upon the generous philanthropic support
of its patrons to close the
20-percent gap between
ticket revenues and the total cost of the Chautauqua
experience,” Downey said.
Every Chautauquan can,
with a contribution, participate in the quest to bridge
that gap — even if the money is change left over from a
bookstore transaction.
“We’re on board for this,”
said Bookstore Manager Earl
Rothfus. “After each transaction, we will offer customers the opportunity to participate in the sustaining of
Chautauqua by the contribution of a dollar or two.”
Megan Sorenson, assistant
director of the annual fund, is
also excited to promote giving
at the Institution.
“Since Chautauqua is a

nonprofit organization first
and foremost, philanthropy is necessary to support
programming,
learning
and the many other aspects
of the Chautauqua experience,” Sorenson said.
The fund seeks to ensure
a healthy and expansive future for the Institution.
“It is my hope that in recognition of all Chautauqua
offers us — from the lecture
platform and conversations
at the Hall of Philosophy to
the freedom our children enjoy while riding their bikes
to get ice cream — each of
us will choose to make a gift
in support of Chautauqua,”
Downey said.
Sorenson said she believes the box’s presence
will inspire curiosity about
the Development Office and
influence people to visit and
meet the development staff.
A donation box will also
be set up in the Athenaeum Hotel.

Page 4

Tuesday, June 26, 2012

The Chautauquan Daily

F R O M PA G E O N E
SWINGLE
FROM PAGE 1

Joanna Goldsmith-Eteson;
one alto, Clare Wheeler; two
tenors, Christopher Jay and
Oliver Griffiths; one baritone, Kevin Fox; and one
bass, Edward Randell. Each
member has an impressive
résumé of vocal experience,
with backgrounds in classical and jazz training.
“We’re actually quite
hard to define musically, as
we sing a very broad repertoire,” Griffiths said. “Everything from contemporary
music through to pop music
via classical and jazz.”
Founded by U.S.-born
Ward Swingle, the Singers
tour internationally exhibiting their unique sound.
During the course of the
group’s four-decade history,
they have released more
than 50 recordings and have
won five Grammy Awards.
Listeners might recognize
the group’s sound from several soundtrack recordings, including television hits “Glee”
and “Sex and the City,” and
in the films “Milk,” “Thank
You for Smoking” and “Wedding Crashers.”
The Singers will bring
their latest program, “Voice
Fusions: Reinventing the
Feel,” to the Amphitheater
stage tonight at 8:15 p.m. The
program includes a few original songs and arrangements
of both modern and classic
favorites, though Griffiths
reminds listeners that the
covers are rarely typical renderings of the original songs.
“We like to play musically with the material we sing
and often will change the

vibe quite substantially from
the original,” Griffiths said.
Most of the arrangements come from within
the group, although outside composers specifically
wrote a few works for the
Singers.
However, the original
material the Singers will
present tonight marks the
beginning of a new direction
for the group.
“This is the first time the
group has (written original
music) for about 20 years,
and we are very excited
about the music we are
writing,” Griffiths said.
“Voice Fusions” features
music from a wide variety of
musicians, including Mumford and Sons, Elbow, Nick
Drake and Donizetti, with
some traditional songs. For
longtime fans of the Singers, the group will also perform past group favorites.
“All the music we perform we sing because someone in the group has loved
the song and brought it to
the group,” Griffiths said.
Although “Voice Fusions” is a strictly a cappella performance, the
group does occasionally
perform with accompaniment. Recently, the Singers
performed with the Boston
Pops Orchestra.
Griffiths said he is excited about singing for the
Chautauqua audience.
“Music is about having
a conversation between the
stage and the audience,” he
said. “We hope that each
person takes away a shared
moment, something they
were moved by and will remember.”

Tour de Chautauqua: A two-wheeled
pilgrimage between sister communities
LEAH HARRISON
Staff Writer

While professional cyclists across the world make
last-minute preparations for
the Tour de France beginning later this week, several
men and women finish pedaling the first Tour de Chautauqua today.
Fourteen cyclists rode
from Lakeside Chautauqua
on Lake Erie to the Chautauqua Institution, tracing the
220-mile leg of the Chautauqua Trail. The group began
last Friday, riding between
40 and 60 miles each day.
George Fretz learned about
the Chautauqua Trail — a cultural heritage circuit made up
of 14 North American Chautauqua communities — while
visiting Lakeside Chautauqua, something he and his
wife have done for years.
Having recently read an article on European pilgrimages,
such as the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela in Spain,
Fretz formed the idea to create a Chautauqua pilgrimage.
“I thought, ‘Wouldn’t it
be neat if we had a pilgrim
trail between the two Chautauquas in this area?’” Fretz
said.
A year ago, Fretz heard
of a group that regularly
makes five-day cycling
tours and gave them a call.
The group — the Pedaling
Parsons from the East Ohio
United Methodist Confer-
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The
strip
chronicled
the never-ending beat of a
masked crime fighter. Recently, graphic novelist Frank
Miller turned it into a movie.
Feiffer negotiated his way
into becoming Eisner’s assistant by offering to work for
whatever Eisner was willing

ence — agreed that the Tour
de Chautauqua would fit
their goal to raise funds for
Methodist missions.
The Pedaling Parsons
consist of clergy and laypeople who combine cycling with Christian mission
work. During the past 26
years, they raised approximately $850,000 for their
missions.
This year, the money they
raise goes to the Camphor
Mission Station in Liberia.
A team will travel to Liberia
in January 2013 to establish
friendships with and assist
Liberian pastors. Some of
the money they raise will
buy bikes for the pastors to
travel to their churches, cutting down what could be a
seven-hour walk to a twohour bike ride.
“This is a way for us to put
our faith into action. It takes
our faith in Christ outside
of the walls of our church,”
said Rev. Don Richards,
leader of the Pedaling Parsons and minister at Grace
United Methodist Church in
North Canton, Ohio. “It’s a
way to take something that
we enjoy doing and add a
purpose to that.”
Fretz, his wife Margot and
the Pedaling Parsons will arrive between 12:30 p.m. and
1:30 p.m. today at Sherman
High School. Institution cyclists are invited to meet the
group there and ride the last
10 miles of the journey. The
to pay. The job became Feiffer’s springboard into the
arena of published comic
strips.
Eisner started him off in
the story-development stage
of the strip before allowing
Feiffer to do more. But soon
enough, the once-naïve and
hungry cartoonist sought a
pay raise.
In 1949, Eisner instead

group will also assemble at
3 p.m. at the Turner Community Center to ride through
the gate with other Chautauquans. They will ride to a
meet-and-greet at the Miller
Bell Tower. Hurlbut Church
will provide box lunches for
the group.
Chris Anderson, an avid
cyclist from Cleveland,
Ohio, who regularly spends
her summers at Chautauqua, plans to join the group
at Sherman High School.
She’s thrilled to get back in
the saddle in her favorite
place to ride.
“I don’t even keep a bike
in Cleveland because I’m
so spoiled by cycling in
Chautauqua — it’s truly cycling Nirvana,” Anderson
said. “The motorists are so
polite and kind, and there
are these gorgeous country
roads to ride on.”
Only a few of the cyclists
have been to the Institution
before. Fretz and his wife
came as newlyweds almost
40 years ago.
Fretz’s vision was for the
Chautauqua Trail to encourage relationships among
those invested in Chautauquan values. The vision
could be considered a success already, as this will be
Richards’ first trip to the Institution.
Through interest in religion, education, recreation,
the arts and cycling, Chautauquans remain connected.
gave Feiffer his own page in
“The Spirit,” where he would
create his first comic strip
called “Clifford.” It was published in six newspapers in
the span of two years.
Feiffer brought three very
rare and distinct things to
the world of comic strips: a
leftist perspective, conversational dialogue and the illusion of movement within

ECONOMAKIS
FROM PAGE 1

Having just spent a
summer
at
Chautauqua,
Economakis had the place
in mind, especially the
Athenaeum Hotel, he said —
its sense of grandeur, its multistoried colonnades, and its
porches where people could
sit protected from the weather.
Unlike Chautauqua’s hotel, Cayalá’s “Athenaeum”
is a civic building for public
meetings and merchants.
Economakis said Chautauqua’s Athenaeum is not a
direct inspiration for his design, but he tried to incorporate details to make a connection obvious.
A more subtle connection,
considering the geographic
differences between Guatemala and Western New York,
comes from the outward
views the buildings provide.
Chautauqua’s Athenaeum reveals a view east, across the
lake and into the rising sun.
Economakis’s
Athenaeum
gives “spectacular views
westward to a wonderful volcanic landscape,” he said.
In his presentation today,
Economakis said he wants to
show what goes through the
mind of an architect when he
or she designs something new.
Economakis has worked
at Notre Dame for 15 years.
Before that, he was design associate with Porphyrios Associates and senior editor of
traditional titles at Academy
Editions. Economakis has edited monographs on the work
of architects Léon Krier and
Quinlan Terry and the books
BuildingClassicalandAcropolis Restoration, among others.
a strip’s panels. He pieced
together his stories in a way
that looked and sounded authentic by reflecting the day’s
behavior and vernacular,
adding his opinions on the
times’ hot-button issues.
Feiffer’s strips ran in The
Village Voice for 42 years, under the titles “Sick Sick Sick,”
“Feiffer’s Fables” and “Feiffer.” In 1959, the Hall Syndicate nationally distributed
“Feiffer.” In 1986, he won the
Pulitzer Prize for Editorial
Cartooning.
In his lifetime, Feiffer has
seen his works both in print
and on the silver screen. In
1961, he won an Academy
Award for his animated short
“Munro” about the misadventures of a 4-year-old boy
who is accidentally drafted
into the Army.
Feiffer has three children,
one of whom is Halley Feiffer, a budding actress and
playwright. He is an adjunct
professor at Stony Brook
Southhampton.
Today, the once-zealous
young man who dreamed of
making a living off the back
pages of the newspaper will
be front and center at Chautauqua, providing insight,
inspiration, and of course,
some comic relief.
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TOP LEFT (CLOCKWISE): Matt Ward, master carpenter, builds a spacer to lift the roof of the set of The Philadelphia
Story. ABOVE: Set builders construct the set at Bratton Theater. The Philadelphia Story starts Friday. BOTTOM LEFT:
From left to right, Matt Ward, Sarah Tomberlin, Jon Zencheck and Tracey Lattimer work on the set.

Scene shop creates rotating set for ‘Philadelphia Story’
JESSIE CADLE
Staff Writer

Bellinger Hall

Bratton Theater smells like
sawdust in the weeks before
the season begins.
Drills buzz and work boots
scuff as the basic set for The
Philadelphia Story comes to life.
For the ﬁrst time in Chautauqua Theater Company history,
the set rotates in a full circle
on a large, custom turntable.
“This is deﬁnitely the most
technically exciting season in
the four years I’ve been here,”
said Jonathan Zencheck,
CTC’s technical director.
Zencheck has on his everyday plaid, button-up shirt
paired with argyle socks. He
carries the checklist of things
to do before the show opens.
Next on the list: installing
fake grass.

The ﬁve-person scene
shop headed by master carpenter Matt Ward, known for
his bulldozer belt buckle and
angular black glasses, creates
all the sets for the three major productions this summer.
The Philadelphia Story, which
previews Friday and opens
Saturday, will use CTC’s
ﬁrst-ever turntable, which
gives the show two different
sets. It features French doors
and windows set in a dividing wall so both sides are always visible.
Director of the play Andrew Borba and scenic designer Tom Buderwitz chose the
turntable because of the ubiquitous duality in the show’s
plot. The sets give the audience two distinct perspectives:
the sitting room and the porch
just outside the room.

All
you
can
eat
buffet
D A I LY S E R V I C E O F F E R I N G :
Breakfast: 7:30 - 9 a.m.
Lunch: 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Dinner: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

$7*
$9*
$12*

The Cafeteria at Bellinger Hall is open
to the public. Enjoy a hearty breakfast,
a variety of hot and cold lunch fare or a
comforting dinner at a fair price.
*Price is per person inclusive of tax and
includes a beverage and dessert.

Dining

“The set allows the audience to change their perspective on the characters as the
characters are changing their
perspectives on their own
lives,” Borba said. “It’s really
dynamic when it moves.”
Zencheck pulls out his
cellphone to show a video
of the rotation. All the actors will remain on the set,
and the lights will be on as
the turntable pivots around a
central point.
As it glides, corners jut off
the stage and almost reach
the audience. When it turns
during the show, three crew
members will rotate the entire set from hidden points,
Zencheck said.
The real challenge to the
piece is aligning the wheels
to allow the turntable to
move without squeaking or

dragging, Ward said. It is
Ward’s ﬁrst year working
at Chautauqua but not his
ﬁrst time working with Zencheck, who is now in his
fourth CTC season.
The two work together at a
theater in New Jersey, where
they both have worked with
turntables. Together, they
breathe life into the set.
“We all love what we do
and take it very seriously,
but we make pretend for a
living and that’s very cool,”
Ward said. “We try not to
stress out and have fun and
just make stuff.”
While it’s Zencheck’s job
to design a show — taking
drawings from the designer
and showing how they can be
made — Ward makes the more
complex, detailed pieces and
delegates their production.

His passion is in the scene
shop, though he went to
school to study sculpture
and design.
“I like physically doing
things and building things
with my hands,” Ward said,
as he sweeps sawdust intermittently and ﬁddles with a
screw. “I’m very happy just
building cool stuff.”
While Ward builds, Zencheck serves as the liaison
between the designer and the
scene shop.
“I like to think of it as the
designers create this piece
of art and it is the job of the
technical director and his
team to bring that art to life
using tech savvy and theatrical knowledge that we have,”
Zencheck said. “It’s our job to
make sure their creation actually happens.”
With his ball cap turned
backwards, Zencheck speaks
frankly about his love for
being a technical designer.
Unlike most jobs which
can limit creativity, he said,

building for theater allows
room for interpretation.
“That’s what I love. There’s
no wrong answers, just
ideas,” he said. “That’s not
something that really exists
in the real world. There’s no
right or wrong, there’s just
‘get it done’ and ‘create art.’”
Both Zencheck and Ward
reiterate that the only way
“it” gets done is because of
the skill of their small but
dedicated team. They work
late nights constructing
the giant puzzle that must
come together seamlessly on
opening night.
Though it won’t be Zencheck’s ﬁrst opening night
with CTC, it is his ﬁrst time
as technical director. Previously, he served as both assistant technical director and
master carpenter.
“After being here for four
years, this is my family,” he
said. “We are all on a level playing ﬁeld … everyone is important, and it takes a whole community for that to happen.”
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LECTURE

Lear discusses ‘All in the Family,’
characters, politics in comedy
LAURENCE LÉVEILLÉ
Staff Writer

Norman Lear’s career kickstarted the moment he called
Danny Thomas to pitch him
an idea for a monologue.
He had called during
lunchtime pretending to be a
New York Times reporter who
was in California for two
days and who needed to ask
Thomas some final questions
for an article. The secretary
who picked up gave Thomas’
home number to Lear.
Lear and his writing partner Ed Simmons were not actually in California, and the
idea Lear pitched to Thomas
was not yet written. But by 6
p.m. the next evening, Lear
and Simmons had a finished
piece — “Zemischt, Fardreit
and Farblungit” — ready
to be performed at Ciro’s in
Beverly Hills.
The routine was a success, and David Susskind, an
agent with Music Corporation
of America, called Lear and
asked if he and his partner
had ever written for television.
“I said, ‘Yes, of course,’
feeling comfortable with the
lie since we’d never written
a nightclub comic before and
our success there was why
he called in the first place,”
Lear read from an excerpt of
his memoir during Monday’s
morning lecture.
Roger
Rosenblatt
led
a conversation with Lear
that focused on the idea behind “All in the Family,” the
show’s character Archie Bunker and Lear’s politics.
A film about Lear and his
shows — including “All in
the Family,” “Maude,” “The
Jeffersons,” “Mary Hartman,
Mary Hartman” and “Good
Times” — was featured before Rosenblatt began asking
Lear about “All in the Family.”
Lear’s inspiration behind
the show came from a British
sitcom titled “Til Death Us
Do Part.” He said he was so
excited about the idea that he
wrote 125 pages of notes in
two days.
ABC bought the original
show three years before it
went on air in 1971, but the
network had the right to either put it on the air or to
have Lear remake it, he said.
The first version of the
show was called “Justice for
All,” which included Carroll
O’Connor, Jean Stapleton and
another young couple. The

second version followed the
same script but had a different couple, Lear said.
“They were afraid of it,”
he said of ABC. “Same script.
Never changed a word of the
script.”
When Lear made the film
“Cold Turkey,” he was offered a three-picture deal by
United Artists to write, produce and direct more comedies. He said he got a call
from CBS about the same
time to put “All in the Family” on the air.
Rosenblatt asked what the
fate of Lear’s show would have
been had it been presented to
television networks today.
Lear said though he isn’t
currently active in television,
he knows people who are
involved who say the show
would not happen now.
The character Archie Bunker became a main point of
discussion between Rosenblatt and Lear. Rosenblatt
asked Lear about the type of
character Archie was meant
to be and the effect he had on
the audience.
Rosenblatt asked how Archie could be a dangerous
character and someone the
audience could laugh with.
“ ‘Dangerous’ isn’t a word
I’ve ever heard connected
with Archie,” Lear said. “Archie was afraid of tomorrow.
He was afraid of progress;
things had been moving too
fast for him.”
Archie was a character
who grew up in communities in which he had never
seen a black person or family.
To him, the world was falling
apart, Lear said. As a character, he was meant to be someone educable.
One of the greatest problems in American culture
is that there are not enough
politicians who care to help
people understand context,
he said.
“Context, there’s very little
context in American media,”
Lear said. “You get the headline, you get the bumper sticker, you don’t get the context.”
Lear said his interest in
politics was always there,
and he does not know why
there isn’t more political
thinking in comedy today.
People who worked around
Lear on shows were serious
and focused on their work.
Lear insisted that everyone
read The New York Times, not
just the Los Angeles Times, and

gave their families attention.
The material for shows
came from paying attention
to families and what was
happening to them, which
writers don’t always focus on.
“They’re working so hard
at the characters they’re creating,” he said. “They’re not
looking at the characters
around them who have already been created.”

ERIC SHEA | Staff Photographer

Editor’s note: This Q-and-A
has been edited for clarity and
length. All questions were for
Norman Lear.

Q
A

What is your opinion of
the proliferation of reality
shows on television?

I don’t watch enough. I
watch enough to know I
don’t care. I don’t really watch
them. I’ve got a reality show at
home.

Q
A

What is the difference between wit and biting wit?

Biting wit has a sufficiently
strong sense of humor, so
a lot of people hate it. The kids
who do “South Park” have a
biting wit, and yet in The Book
of Mormon, they have given us
the gift of sanity that will last for
years.

Q

Is it easier to write comedy with a liberal bent
than conservative, and if so,
why?

A

I think through the centuries most architects, most
painters, most writers, most
poets, most creatives, artists,
could be described as liberals.
I think most of them tended to
be humanists. What do you all
think? Do you think that might
be true? [Applause.]

Q

Did “All in the Family”
find its massive audience right away, or was it
given time to build one by the
network?

A

Well, the reality is it went
on Jan. 16 and there were
only three networks. It went
on Jan. 16 because something
else had failed. So people
were watching ABC and NBC;
they were not watching CBS.
Two things happened. One, we
started to go into reruns. There
were two reruns of “All in the
Family” when the other two
shows weren’t on, so people
started to gravitate to the show
they’d heard about but hadn’t

Acclaimed television producer Norman Lear laughs with distinguished author and Week One host Roger
Rosenblatt Monday morning in the Amphitheater. The pair spoke about Lear’s roots, American society,
and the interaction between politics and religion.
watched. So our 12th and 13th
ratings went up. Then Johnny
Carson, who had watched the
show himself and liked it, was
hosting the Emmys. He asked
if we would do a scene of the
Bunkers sitting down to watch
the Emmys as a kind of a cold
opening to the Emmys that
year. We did it, and between the
ratings picking up and what,
you know, the opening of the
Emmys meant to us, we then
became a big hit.

Q

What advice would you
give to an actor or writer
who’s just starting out in the
business today?

A

Write. There are two pieces
of advice for writers. One:
Write, because writers have a
way of talking about it for a long
time before they write it. And
the other I borrow from George
S. Kaufman because he once
taught a class in writing. And
this is a good lesson for life, too,
I’ve found again and again and
again. He told the writer: If you
have a hole in the plot that you
must live with, don’t sweep it
under a rug — hang a lantern on
it. And I think that applies in life
a lot. If you have to live with a
problem, but you must live with
it, then hang a lantern on it. [Applause.] That’s for you George.

Q

Having declared that you
don’t watch that much
television, I ask this with a
certain amount of temerity,
but to what degree do shows
like “Mad Men” reform our
moral or ethical recollection
of the 1960s?

A

Wow. “Mad Men,” I seem
to remember all of it. I
don’t know — do we really treat
women that much differently
now? Sometimes I wonder,
because I’m reading so much
terrible stuff about what goes
on. But “Mad Men” I think is
wonderfully faithful to the Madison Avenue I knew at the time. I
mean, when you see somebody
pick up a drink a hundred times
in the season, it may be real,
but it gets to be “uh” because
we insist upon doing 26 shows,
you know, when it might be
more civilized to do 12.

Q

Can you comment on
the comedic talent and
timing of Jean Stapleton, and
how was she cast for the
role?

A

When I was first asked
what is Jean Stapleton like,
I heard myself saying “She’s
always where she is,” and over
time, that grew on me so. She
was always where she was, and
I began to realize so long after
because it never scruffed me: I
wish my kids had had a father
who was always where he was
when he was with them. But,
you know, sometimes I think I
had six shows on the air and
one on Mooncrest Drive. I was
paying as much attention to my
work — a lot of fathers here will
relate to that — paid so much
attention to the work and kids
didn’t get enough of what they
needed. And I have great kids,
I’m not complaining about that
… I don’t know if I’ve gone too
far answering that question, but
she was always where she is,
and that’s a remarkable thing.

Q

Can you tell us a little
but about what People for the American Way
has accomplished? What’s
your sense of from the point
at which you founded that
organization to where it is
today, is that arch of change
what you’d expected? Is it
satisfying?

A

Well, it’s extremely sad. It’s
not satisfying in the sense
that the problems it sought to
fight have gone away. How I
wish I could say that, but I don’t
wake up many mornings and
read my newspapers and not
thank God it’s there. It started
with my concern about the
Father Coughlin of our world,
and in 1980, when I saw the
proliferation of TV Evangelicals
on television and then one
morning heard Jimmy Swaggart ask his TV congregation
to pray for the “removal” — in
quotes — of the Supreme Court
justice, I got scared. I did the
one thing I knew I could do: I
wrote a TV spot — a 60-minute
spot — hired the actor, and I
cast it. He was a working stiff.

The camera was just pushing
in on him sitting on a piece of
factory equipment. And he was
saying that his wife and his kids
disagree about a lot of things
politically and they sit around
the dinner table and they don’t
all agree about everything. Now
come this bunch of ministers
on radio and television telling they’re good Christians or
bad ones depending on their
political point of view. He said,
“I know my wife is a better
Christian than I am, and my kids
are really great kids and they’re
great Christians.” And he winds
up saying, “There’s gotta be
something wrong when anybody tells you you’re a good
Christian or a bad one depending on your political point of
view.” So I loved it; the guy did
a great job with it, and I loved
it and I thought, “I have three
strikes against me: I’m Jewish coming after the Christian
Right, and I’m from Hollywood,
and I’ve done it with money.”
So, I took it to Father Hesburgh
at Notre Dame — I had to go
out and rent a television set
because he didn’t have one in
the office — and he looked at it
and he thought it was wonderful. Then he said something to
me that I couldn’t forget if I lived
to be 1,000 — which I’d like to
do. He said, “You know Norman, in addition to the things
you’re concerned about in the
mainline, we’re also concerned
with the way they torture Scripture.” I could never forget that.
And he gave us the names of
a half-dozen mainline church
leaders to visit, and I traveled
and I visited and I showed it all
to them, and in one office some
other person in the office said,
“You know you’ve got to do
more of these, and you’ve got
to form an organization around
it, because one is not going
to do enough.” I love what the
man said at the end. He said,
“It’s not the American way. You
ought to call it ‘People for the
American Way,’” … and then it
was like an act of spontaneous
combustion — it just happened.
—Transcribed by
Rabab Al-Sharif
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“Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in.” —Leonard Cohen
Alan Jones, dean emeritus of Grace Cathedral in San
Francisco, began his sermon with a quote from Leonard
Cohen. “Exile and covenant are signs of being human, and
our response is joy,” he said. He reminded the audience of a
W.H. Auden poem:
Without arms or charm of culture,
Persons of no importance
from an unimportant province
They did as the Spirit bid,
Went forth into a joyless world
Of swords and rhetoric
To bring it joy.
“Your task in the world is to bring joy,” Jones said. His
texts included Exodus 32:1-6; 19, 20; Luke 12:13-20; and
Genesis 9:8-17. The sermon’s title was “Becoming Human:
Covenant and Exile.”
Jones described the joyless aspect of our public life and
stated that we need a crash course in the sacred mystery of joy.
“We need an adventure in faith and not a religion of nagging. We experience the world in two ways. In covenant we are
bound to God, and in exile we are a pilgrim people,” he said.
“The central event in our spiritual life is the exodus from
Egypt. Relationship is basic in life, and reality is social.
There is a maxim that ‘being is communion and undermines
our rancid individualism,’” Jones said.
“We long for communion, yet we have a strange view of
freedom. Do you recall the woman who said ‘Don’t let the government touch my Medicare’? We have a strange view of freedom, that we should be left alone to consume more,” he said.
Jones continued, saying there is a bigger drama going on.
God is looking for us and sent Jesus to bring us home.
“The breaking of the water brings us new life. That basic
image of water lets us know we are not commodities to be
consumed but neighbors. God doesn’t give up on us,” he said.
“We read the Bible and ﬁnd stories that point to Jesus, and
those stories remind us of other stories. They describe what
we are going through and give us courage for the wilderness. The stories tell you that you are loved.”
Baptist House
Join us at Clark at 3:15 p.m.
in the Baptist House to celebrate the ﬁrst Tuesday of the
season. Marilyn Carpenter
will provide music.
Chautauqua Catholic
Community
Daily Mass is at 8:45 a.m.
weekdays in the Episcopal
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
The social hour is at 3:15 p.m.
today in the Catholic House.
Christian Science House
Our afternoon social is 3:15
today testimony meetings are
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, both at
the Christian Science House.
Disciples of Christ
Linda Spatig presents a program titled “Listening, Laughing and Letting Go: How I
Wrote a Book with my Daughter,” or, “What Do You MEAN
You Don’t Know Where the
Electronic Copies of the Data
Are?” at the 3:15 p.m. social
hour today in the Disciples
of Christ House. Members of
East Aurora Christian Church
(DOC), East Aurora, N.Y., led
by Debbie Kampff, host.
Ecumenical Community of
Chautauqua
Cookies and lemonade at
3:15 p.m. today in front of the
ECOC building.

Page 7

The Chautauquan Daily

Episcopal Chapel of the
Good Shepherd
Holy Eucharist is celebrated at 7:45 a.m. weekdays in
the Chapel.
Episcopal Cottage
Meet Mother Cathy Dempesy, our chaplain of the
week, and her spouse Lucinda “Pete” Cornell at our 3:15
p.m. tea today in the Episcopal Cottage. Mother Dempesy
leads a Bible study at 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Cottage.
Hebrew Congregation
Our ﬁrst social hour of the
season is at 3:15 p.m. today in
the Everett Jewish Life Center.
International Order of
the King’s Daughters and
Sons
Our Meet and Greet is at 7
p.m. tonight in the Fellowship
Hall of the Ida A. Vanderbeck
Chapel. The 12 young people
in the Chautauqua Scholars
Program will be present.
Lutheran House
The Lutheran House’s social hour is at 3:15 p.m. today.
Women from Lamb of God
Lutheran Church, Erie, Pa.,
will host the event.
Metropolitan Community
Church
The Rev. Pat Collins
preaches on “How Can I

Morning Worship
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Jones said that many times we are desperate to feel safe
and superior, more concerned with self-justiﬁcation than
with truth. The Spirit drives us into the wilderness and we
are tested, and our everyday lives are changed.
“There is a new world straining to be born, and it may
not be the world we want,” he said. “We need to be joyful
even though we have considered all the facts, according to
Wendell Berry.”
He named three changes that affect our world: globalization, advances in technology and spiritual transformations
that lead to fundamentalism.
With globalization comes a loss of identity, but the paradox is that in a shrinking world we expand our self-knowledge as citizens of the world.
“When your identity and world view is threatened, is it a
wonder that you throw a bomb and hope to slow it down?”
Jones asked.
Technology raises the spiritual question of what it is to be
human.
“Technology makes us think we are gods. Kevin Kelly in
Out of Control tells us we have become like gods and we need
to get used to it,” he said. “Yet to be a god is to live a selfcentered life and believe in our own power. Early Christians
were atheists in relation to the gods of this world. Jesus
turned the idea of God upside down.”
“Our moral awareness does not keep up with our knowledge. Wendell Barry says that people who relinquish power
and decision-making become excellent spenders,” Jones said.
“Let’s go to Target and it will comfort us. People are then made
to buy or vote for anything that is attractively packaged.”
Our long-term psychological reorientation was the third
serious change he saw coming.
“There are 48 million fundamentalists in the United States

who believe the world will end in their lifetime. Many support Israel unconditionally because they believe in a literal
second coming,” he said.
Reinhold Niebuhr criticized the United States, saying we
think our power is wielded by virtue but that our neighbors
in the world would tell us otherwise.
“Democracy requires humility and it is a fruit of religion.
Ursula Le Guin said that to light a candle is to cast a shadow,” Jones said.
“The purpose of the Gospel is the reintegration of the broken world. We all want to be a uniﬁed person living in a uniﬁed community. God’s gift to us is that when I say ‘I,’ there
is really someone there,” he said. “But it is painful because
before we can become who we really are, we have to realize
that the person or the nation we are now is an impostor.”
Jones admitted that he was “making very heavy weather.”
He described an episode of “The Simpsons” where Homer
died and had trouble getting into heaven. He was sent back
to do some good deeds. Marge gave him a list of chores to
do and Homer’s reaction was “I’m only trying to get in, not
running for Jesus.” Jones said that most of us have Homer’s
commitment level.
“No one is more insufferable than the person running for
Jesus,” he said. “We are called to community. We are not individual spiritual athletes but a people bound in covenant.”
The gospel is the sign of our primal unity.
“The human family is one,” Jones said. “The test of our
humanity is how we treat the neediest and the weakest. We
have a different vision: ‘Be joyful though you have considered all the facts.’
Without arms or charm of culture,
Persons of no importance
from an unimportant province
They did as the Spirit bid,
Went forth into a joyless world
Of swords and rhetoric
To bring it joy.
Go to it!”
The Rev. Joan Brown Campbell, director of the Department of Religion, presided. The Rev. Erik Kolbell read the
scripture. Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship and sacred
music coordinator, led the Chautauqua Choir in “With a
Voice of Singing” by Martin Shaw.
Unitarian Universalist
Our tea is at 3:15 p.m. today in the Unitarian-Universalist House at 6 Bliss.

Interfaith News
COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE

Keep From Singing” at 7 p.m.
Wednesday in the United
Church of Christ Chapel next
to the Amphitheater.
Presbyterian House
Our coffee hour between
morning worship and the
morning lecture is each
weekday at the Presbyterian
House.

Service of Blessing and
Healing
Sponsored by the Department of Religion, the Service of Blessing and Healing
takes place at 10:15 a.m. every
weekday in the Randell Chapel of the United Church of
Christ headquarters.

United Church of Christ
The Rev. Jim Peck will be
at the 3:15 p.m. social hour
today in the UCC Headquarters House.
United Methodist
We will have coffee between morning worship and
the 10:45 a.m. lecture weekdays on our porch. Our chaplain’s chat is at noon today
on the porch of the United
Methodist House. The Rev.
Emma Smith leads a discussion on media choices based
on biblical principles.

Our social hour is at 3:15
p.m. today on the porch. It
will be hosted by members
of the Lakewood Erie United
Methodist Church.
The Rev. Paul Womack begins a Bible study, sponsored
by the Department of Religion, on “The Compassionate
Christ: Chapters in the Life
of Jesus” at 7 p.m. tonight at
the United Methodist House.
Unity of Chautauqua
Unity holds a morning
meditation 8–8:30 a.m. weekdays in the Hall of Missions.
Women in Ministry
Women in Ministry meets
at noon Wednesday in the
Hall of Missions.
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2013 SEASON
A CHARMING GUEST cottage.
Sleeps two. Newly remodeled,
park-like setting, patio, on-site
parking, on tram & bus route.
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless internet, D/W, pet friendly. Week 9
2012 Season. 716-357-2499
RENTAL 2013 full season or half
season LOVELY, SPACIOUS 2
bedroom, 2 bath unit off large
porch on ground floor, full amenities, central A/C and heat, W/D,
Wi-fi, excellent location, steps
from amp and plaza, on bus and
tram route. Call for appointment.
357-5428

The Chautauquan Daily

CLASSIFIEDS
APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
AVAILABLE WEEKS 7 and 8 tv,
AC half block from amp, 23
Waugh, 3rd floor, deck, no pets.
607-761-5388
BRAND NEW upscale one bedroom apt. 1 mile to Turner gate.
Central air/hear, beautifully furnished, beautiful bath, French
doors open to individual patio.
$800.00 a week- long term discounted 845-216-7899

BOATS FOR SALE

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath, modern,
well furnished, fully equipped,
huge sleeping and dining porch,
A/C, HEAT, DW, W&D, cable,
WiFi, Parking,Rent weekly or
season 42 Foster. jimorris@morristrust.net, (716)490-1659.

AN OPPORTUNITY to get a well
cared for older boat, 19 ft Cody
Cabin Cobalt, I/0 260 HP V8.
Offers around $5,000. 357-5975.

2012 SEASON

ST. ELMO first floor, large onebedroom with two extra-long
twin beds. Available 2012 for
weeks 3-5 and 8-9 at $2,100 per
week. Available 2013 season
weeks 1 through 5 ($11,000)
and weeks 8 and 9 for $2,200
per week. Large porch on Ames
side. Call 216-926-3240 or email
CJH17@cox.net

WEEKS 3,4,8,& 9. 44 South
Avenue, near Hall of Philosophy,
bright, cheerful, on bus line,
A/C, $1200/week. Karla 704907-9663.
W E E K S 4 a n d 6 . 9 W i l e y.
Renovated 4BR, Lake View: 3.5
Bath, A/C, Complete Kitchen, W/D,
Cable, On Site Parking. 410-2793415, jendelancey@aol.com
3 BEDROOM, 2 bath, modern,
well furnished, fully equipped,
huge sleeping and dining porch,
A/C, HEAT, DW, W&D, cable,
WiFi, Parking, 42 Foster. jimorris@
morristrust.net, (716)490-1659.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
G Y P S Y M O O N , W o m e n ’s
Whimsical Consignment, celebrate
17th season in Bemus Point. 20%
off one item with ad. Open 12-5 72
Lakeside 386-5051

CONDOS FOR RENT

FOR RENT

SERVICES

BOAT RENTALS-Pontoon and
Power--Kayaks, Fishing Boats,
and Pedal Boats! Chautauqua
Marina 716-753-3913. Full
Service Marina ,(pumps) NonEthanol Fuel.

FARM 2TABLE, weekly delivery
of produce, local/organic, call
716-679-4217.

TWO BEDROOM 2.5 bath Pines
Unit. Special discounted rate.
Weeks 3, 8 and 9. $1,150.
Additional discount of 10% for
two weeks. Call (716) 338-6298.
WEEK NINE: Charming house,
16 Simpson. Sleeps 8,eat-in
kitchen. W/D, 2 porches.357-5357. $2000.

FOR SALE
NEEDLEPOINT KITS of Old
First Night T-shirts available at
Gretchen’s Gallery and 34 Miller.
412-425-9658.
STEINWAY TIGER Mahogony
Parlor Grand Piano- MFG, 1907-Appraised by Froess Piano of Erie
8/4/11- sound board- excellent,
pin block- excellent, ivory keys,
regularly maintained, Asking Price$20,000.00 Terms- cashiers
check- call 814-449-5400 in
Edinboro, PA for appointment

NOTICES

EDUCATION

WANTED
ANY MUSICIANS interested in
playing for fun. Second violin/
violist available. Contact Anne at
357-4933.
BABYSITTERS NEEDED- 2 families. Ages 1-6. Daytime and evenings 716-357-3587
S TA M P C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign.
Will travel to appraise.
Chautauqua’s Stamp Professor.
904-315-5482

WANTED TO BUY

CELLO TUTOR WANTED for our
10 year-old. Weeks 1-7. Please
call (716)365-9134.

WANTED TO buy NU Step 4000
exerciser email ciancio@buffalo.edu

VIOLA TUTOR WANTED for our
8 year-old. Weeks 1-7. Please
call (716)365-9134.

LOST ITEM
L O S T S U N D AY , J u n e 2 4 .
Moonstone ring with gold and
silver. Lost between Ramble and
5932 Manor Drive. Reward. Call
716-357-3344.

FOOD/PRODUCE
LOCAL PRODUCE, O r g a n i c
fruits and vegetables, weekly
delivery, call 716-679-4217.

PROVIDED BY RUSS KERR

A wood duck takes off.

Wildlife photographer to exhibit bird beauty
BEVERLY HAZEN
Staff Writer

Noted wildlife photographer Russ
Kerr has returned to Chautauqua to
present “Ducks and Geese of the Marsh”
as the Bird, Tree & Garden Club Brown
Bag lecturer at 12:15 p.m. today in Smith
Wilkes Hall.
As an aeronautical engineer, Kerr’s
interest in flight coincides with his interest in birds. He serves as a volunteer
naturalist with the California Depart-

ment of Fish and Game and lives in
Newport Beach, Calif.
More than 20 of Kerr’s photos have appeared on the covers of books and magazines. His PowerPoint presentation today
will be photo-rich, showing a variety of
ducks and geese of North America.
He took some of the photos at the
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife
Refuge in New Mexico while the birds
were migrating.
“The birds come along the coast of
California, and one can see a huge vari-

ety of birds in the winter months,” Kerr
said. “And then when they leave they are
in spring plumage, which is beautiful.”
He will showcase the birds’ beauty
up close, in the air, and on land, along
with their life cycle of migrating, feeding, daily maintenance, courtship and
raising young.
“Most people don’t get to see wings
during flight close up,” he said. “You
just can’t see that when watching.”
He plans on answering questions following the presentation.

Jacobs Lectureship funds Rosenblatt-Feiffer conversation
The Robert Jacobs Memorial Lectureship underwrites
today’s 10:45 a.m. conversation between Roger Rosenblatt with Jules Feiffer. The
Lectureship Fund was established in 2004 as an endowment fund in Chautauqua
Foundation, Inc. by H. Louise
Tice Jacobs of Hinsdale, Ill.
Although Lou passed away
in February 2008, her tribute to her deceased husband
Bob continues to give back to

the Chautauqua Institution,
which they so adored over
the years.
Lou was born and raised
on the family farm in central
Illinois; Bob in Pittsburgh.
Both were in the first generation of their families to
graduate from college; he
from the Univ. of Pittsburgh
and she from the Univ. of
Illinois. They met toward
the end of World War II.
Lou was a Red Cross social

worker and Bob an ArmyAir Force pilot. They decided to marry almost immediately, as Bob was scheduled
to be sent overseas and they
didn’t want to lose touch.
The marriage, which took
place at the family farm,
lasted 59 years.
Bob worked in business,
and became the CFO of a
Fortune 500 company. Lou
was particularly active in
the Union Church of Hins-

dale. Chautauqua was their
treasured time together. All
three children, their spouses,
grandchildren and greatgrandchildren have become
Chautauquans.
If you would be interested
in discussing the possibility of
establishing an endowment to
support the lecture program or
another aspect of Chautauqua’s
program, please contact Karen
Blozie at 357-6244 or email her
at kblozie@ciweb.org.
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VISUAL ARTS

Audrey Ushenko. “Urban Cottonwood,” 2011. Oil on linen. 24"x36"

Ushenko to speak on ‘iconic
art’ in first VACI lecture
JOANNA HAMER
Staff Writer

Audrey Ushenko creates
luminous oil paintings that
combine crisp pictures of
reality with impressionistic
mistiness.
Her work
depicts the
everyday
world
in
exuberant
colors with
a touch of
whimsy —
in one paintUshenko
ing, several
girls float among rafters —
as well as a darker, colder
edge hidden under the bright
glaze.
She comes to Chautauqua
for her fourth year in a row
to begin the Visual Arts at
Chautauqua Institution Visual Arts Lecture Series and to

teach painting at the School
of Art. Ushenko said she anticipates speaking about the
recent prevalence of what she
calls “iconic art” at 7 p.m. tonight in the Hultquist Center.
“It’s something that has
been striking me more and
more,” she said, “that people
accept art that’s considered
significant and important
from the past — or from the
recent past, or even contemporary times — as almost
iconic.”
Ushenko has a Master of
Arts in painting and a doctorate in art history from
Northwestern
University.
Her education provides a
combination of creation and
critique that allows her to position her work in a historical
context and to consider contemporary art from several
perspectives.
She sees the iconization

of art as a modern phenomenon. As an art historian and
an artist, she perceives a difference between how art was
historically discussed and
how it is now approached.
It used to be that artists
and critics pulled apart the
work of masters just as they
did their own contemporaries, she said, but today,
there is a certain dissociation
between people’s interests
and what they accept as sacrosanct master art.
Ushenko said she sees the
art world moving toward a
model wherein canonic art is
beyond the reach of critique
or conversation.
“I’m not saying it’s bad,”
Ushenko said.
But it isn’t good either.
“I can’t believe my luck,”
she said. “I’m like Gaugin in
Tahiti, to make a mockery of
a comparison.”

Audrey Ushenko. “Stargazers,” 2011. Oil on linen. 36"x24"

Ushenko will explore the
phenomenon in her talk and
delve into some of the implications for young artists and
for art viewers of all ages. She
will also show some of her
work and speak to the ramifications the “iconic art” mentality has had on her.
She jokingly recognized
that audience members enjoy

seeing a lecturer’s work so
they can take the source into
consideration when they listen to the lecture.
As a professor at Indiana
University–Purdue University Fort Wayne, Ushenko
teaches figure drawing,
painting and art history, and
she considers herself a component in liberal education.
She said education is all
about people understanding
what it is to be human and
emphasizes the importance
of exploring that concept.

Seeing the world through
multiple viewpoints is crucial, she said, as is trying to
think from others’ perspectives.
Exposure to multiple
fields of study “leads people
to know more about themselves and more about the
potentialities and the things
that are out there,” Ushenko
said.
“They’re able to formulate
the kind of life they want and
project themselves and present themselves much better.”
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PROGRAM
BENEATH THE STAGE LIGHTS

LAUREN ROCK | Staff Photographer

LEFT: Christopher Kale Jones of Under the Streetlamp sings a solo during the group’s performance Saturday evening in the Amphitheater.
RIGHT: Under the Streetlamp, a retro vocal group comprising former cast members of “Jersey Boys,” open the 2012 Chautauqua Season.

T

TUESDAY
JUNE 26

(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Women’s Club.) Women’s Club
House Porch
10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel
10:45 LECTURE. “Funny Side Up,” Jules
Feiffer, Pulitzer Prize-winning
cartoonist; Roger Rosenblatt.
Amphitheater
12:00 (12-2) Tell Your CHQ Story. Video
Interview Booth. St. Elmo porch

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.
7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart
Meditation: Spiritual Practices
of World Religions. Leader:
Dariel Woltz (Yoga/Meditation).
Bring gate pass. Main Gate
Welcome Center Conference
Room.
7:30 Bird Talk & Walk. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree &
Garden Club.) Tina Nelson. Rain
or shine. Bring binoculars. Meet at
Smith Wilkes Hall entrance
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd
8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of
Missions
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the
Good Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion.
Hall of Missions Grove
9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “Lost in
the Kingdom of ‘Whatever’: the
Seduction of Pleasing Ourselves,”
The Very Rev. Alan Jones, Dean
Emeritus, Grace Cathedral, San
Francisco. Amphitheater
9:30 Young Women’s Group.

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) “Ducks
and Geese of the Marsh.” Russ
Kerr, wildlife photographer. Smith
Wilkes Hall
12:15 (12:15-1:15) Brown Bag. “Meet
and Greet Social.” (Sponsored by
Metropolitan Community Church.)
Chautauqua Gay and Lesbian
Community. Alumni Hall Garden
Room
12:15 Brown Bag Lecture.
(Programmed by the Writers’
Center.) “Disaster Relief: Why
Poets Respond to Tragedies.”
Joan Murray, poet-in-residence.
Alumni Hall Porch
12:15 Brown Bag. (Programmed by
the Everett Jewish Life Center)
“The Problem is Monogamy: The
Jewish, Christian and Muslim
Conflict over Jerusalem.” Dr.
Reuven Kimelman. Everett
Jewish Life Center
12:15 Tallman Tracker Organ MiniConcert: “Welcome Back!” Jared
Jacobsen, organist. Hall of Christ
12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart
Meditation: Spiritual Practices
of World Religions Seminar.

“Peace in this Moment.”
Michael Woltz (Yoga and
Meditation) Donation. Hall of
Missions
1:00 (1-3) Voice Program “Sing In.”
(School of Music.) McKnight Hall
1:00 Duplicate Bridge. For men and
women. (Programmed by the
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Fee.
Women’s Club House
1:15 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the
Sports Club.) Sports Club
2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
John Shelby Spong, retired
Episcopal Bishop of Newark. Hall
of Philosophy
2:00 Docent Tours. Meet at FowlerKellogg Art Center
2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from
Main Gate Welcome Center
2:30 (2:30-4) Piano Master Class/
Lessons. (School of Music.) Fee.
Sherwood-Marsh Studios
3:15 Social Hour Denominational
Houses
3:15 Hebrew Congregation
Conversation & Refreshments.
Everett Jewish Life Center
3:30 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture
Series. “The Athenaeum at
Cayalá, Guatamala: Precedent
and Symbol in the Making of a
New Civic Building.” Richard
Economakis, assoc. professor of
architecture, Univ. of Notre Dame.
Hall of Christ
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Leave from Main Gate Welcome
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at
Main Gate Welcome Center.)
4:15 Garden Walk. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree &
Garden Club.) Joe McMaster.

Meet under green awning at lake
side of Smith Wilkes Hall.
4:30 Knitting4Workshop. (Sponsored
by the Dept. of Religion.) Kate
Simmons. Hurlbut Church
5:00 (5–7) Chautauqua Connections
Picnic. Opening picnic for
sponsors and Orchestra, Voice,
Piano and Dance students. Meal
to be provided. Elizabeth S. Lenna
Hall lawn
7:00 Visual Arts Lecture Series.
Audrey Ushenko, painting faculty,
Indiana University, Hultquist
Center
7:00 Bible Study. (Sponsored by
the Dept. of Religion.) “The
Compassionate Christ.” The Rev.
Dr. J. Paul Womack, leader.
United Methodist House
8:15 SPECIAL. Swingle Singers.
(Community Appreciation Night.)
Amphitheater

W
WEDNESDAY
JUNE 27

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of
Missions
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the
Good Shepherd
8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For
Peace Through Compassion.
Hall of Missions Grove

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart
Meditation: Spiritual Practices
of World Religions. Leader:
Dariel Woltz (Yoga/Meditation).
Bring gate pass. Main Gate
Welcome Center Conference
Room
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel
of the Good Shepherd

1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market.
Farmers Market
1:15 Language Hour: French, Spanish.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Women’s Club.) Women’s Club
House

9:00 (9-10:30) CLSC Scientific
Circle. (Programmed by the CLSC
Alumni Association.) “Stuck on
Black Holes: A Presentation for
Non-scientists and Scientists
Alike.” David Brown, professor
of physics, U of Louisville. Alumni
Hall Garden Room

1:15 Chautauqua Literary and
Scientific Circle Alumni
Association Docent Tours of
Alumni Hall and Pioneer Hall

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “The
universe is not made up of atoms.
It’s made up of stories.” The Very
Rev. Alan Jones, Dean Emeritus,
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco.
Amphitheater

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from
Main Gate Welcome Center

9:30 Chautauqua Institution Trustees
Porch Discussion. “The Planning
within the Strategic Plan.”
Thomas Becker, president,
Chautauqua Institution. Hultquist
Center Porch
10:00 Voice Master Class. (School of
Music.) Marlena Malas. McKnight
Hall
10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing.
UCC Chapel
10:45 LECTURE. Meg Wolitzer,
author, The Uncoupling; Roger
Rosenblatt. Amphitheater

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

Power of Our Stories by Daniel
Taylor. Alumni Hall Porch

12:00 Women in Ministry. Hall of
Missions
12:15 Massey Organ Mini-Concert:
“A Book of Overtures.” Jared
Jacobsen, organist. Amphitheater
12:15 Brown Bag Book Review.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Literary and Scientific Circle
Alumni Association.) Nina Walsh,
Tell Me a Story: The Life-Shaping

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
John Shelby Spong, retired
Episcopal Bishop of Newark. Hall
of Philosophy

2:30 Piano Mind/Body Tune-up.
(School of Music.) Fee. SherwoodMarsh Studios.
3:30 (3:30-5) Jewish Film Festival.
(Programmed by the Everett
Jewish Life Center.) “Praying with
Lior.” Everett Jewish Life Center
4:00 Faculty Artist Recital: John
Milbauer, piano. (Benefits
the Chautauqua Women’s Club
Scholarship Fund.) Elizabeth S.
Lenna Hall
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave from
Main Gate Welcome Center
4:15 Young Readers Program. The
Fingertips of Duncan Dorfman
by Meg Wolitzer. Meg Wolitzer,
author. Alumni Hall Garden Room
4:15 (4:15-5:15) Bat Chat.
(Programmed by the Chautauqua
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.)
Caroline Van Kirk Bissell.
(Children under 12 accompanied
by adult.) Smith Wilkes Hall
5:30 Annual “Sponsor an Art
Student” Picnic. Chautauqua
School of Art
6:45 Eventide Travelogue.
(Programmed by Chautauqua
Literary and Scientific Circle
Alumni Association.) “Haiti with
the Carter Habitat for Humanity
Work Week.” Debra Wood.
Donation. Hall of Christ
7:00 Christian Science Service.
Christian Science Chapel
7:00 (7-7:45) Metropolitan
Community Church Vespers
Service. UCC Chapel
7:30 FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
SERIES: Mutual of Omaha’s Wild
Kingdom Starring Peter Gros.
(Community Appreciation Night.)
Amphitheater

