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Sydney MalteSe
Staff Writer

In the age of specialists — when 
people are sequestered more fre-
quently than ever into trades within 
trades, when seldom is an artist also 
a businessperson — Oliver Langen-
berg stands out as perhaps the last of 
the Renaissance men.

An investor, entrepreneur, philan-
thropist, art enthusiast, philosopher, 
thinker, athlete and an authentic man 
of the world, Oliver embraced an eter-
nity of learning in a century of living.

“He was elegant, charming, witty 
and always seemed just so very pleased 
to see you,” said Geof Follansbee, CEO 

of the Chautauqua Foundation.
Oliver’s intellect and joie de vivre 

may have only been surpassed by 
his generosity. Upon his death last 
March — just two weeks shy of his 
100th birthday — he remembered 
Chautauqua Institution with one of 
the most remarkable gifts in the his-
tory of the Foundation.

In prepared remarks, Follansbee 
said, “Ollie Langenberg’s bequest to 
the Chautauqua Foundation of un-
specified endowment represents one 
of, if not the most, significant gifts 
ever received in the 75-year history 
of the Foundation and the 138 years 
of the Institution.”

For the past several years, Oliver 

graciously gave back to Chautauqua. 
The Oliver and Mary Langenberg 
Lectureship Fund, Follansbee said, 
has been the most highly endowed, 
name-specified fund held by the 
Foundation and the second-largest 
named fund held by the Institution.

The gift reflects Oliver’s apprecia-
tion for Chautauqua and his interest 
in philanthropy.  

“The importance of this gift is in 
the demonstration of building en-
dowment,” Follansbee said. “Oliver 
Langenberg understood the impor-
tance of the growth of endowment, 
and he acted on that understanding.”

The Institution officially announced 
Oliver’s gift at a dinner last Friday eve-

ning at the Athenaeum Hotel with the 
Institution’s board of trustees and the 
Foundation’s board of directors.

Philanthropist, however, was just 
one of the many men who were Oli-
ver Langenberg.

In describing her husband, Mary 
Langenberg said Oliver was a very 
good citizen, a wonderful father and 
husband and a support to all his 
friends.

William Danforth, chancellor emer-
itus of Washington University, one of 
Oliver’s closest friends and his eulo-
gist, said Langenberg treasured peo-
ple who could bring new perspectives.

Jennifer Shore
Staff Writer

It rained when Pablo Ziegler played with a 
quintet 15 years ago at Chautauqua.

Although some artists would be upset at 
the distraction, it didn’t bother Ziegler — it ac-
tually drew more people under the Amphithe-
ater roof, and the sound of the storm added to 
the music.

The forecast doesn’t predict rain for the Pablo 
Ziegler Classical Tango Quartet’s performance at 
8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater. But Ziegler 
wouldn’t mind it anyway — he’s just happy to be 
back in the “beautiful place.” And Marty Merk-
ley, vice president and director of programming, 
is glad to have Ziegler back at Chautauqua.

“I love tango music,” Merkley said. “Pablo 
has put together this quartet where they play 
the music of (Argentine tango composer Astor) 
Piazzolla. Plus, they take the evolving tango 
style and they develop that.”

Piazzolla revolutionized tango music, said 
Sue Bernstein, president of Bernstein Artists, 
the company that represents Ziegler. Piazzolla’s 
decision to add jazz elements to tango and to 
play it in larger venues was quite controversial.

Langenberg

leah harriSon
Staff Writer

Roger Rosenblatt is run-
ning out of friends.

Joined by his colleagues 
and confidants at 10:45 a.m. 
each weekday in the Amphi-
theater, Rosenblatt will lead 
discussions on the literary arts 
ranging from cartoons to tele-
vision to children’s literature. 
This is his third year playing 
the role of host — the series 
began in 2008 and recurred in 
2010. And because each week 
requires a minimum of five 
friends, he joked that his re-
sources are wearing thin.

“I also wanted to make sure 
that everyone in the group 
was older than me,” Rosen-
blatt said, “but that’s getting 
more and more difficult.”

Today, writer and producer 
Norman Lear, who will be 90 
next month, satisfies Rosen-
blatt’s criterion. Best-known 
for his CBS sitcom “All in the 
Family,” which won the Pea-
body Award in 1978 and four 
“Outstanding Comedy Se-
ries” Emmys, Lear also wrote 
or produced “The Jeffersons,” 
“Sanford and Son,” “Mary 
Hartman, Mary Hartman,” 
and “Good Times.”

In addition to Lear’s leg-
acy in film and television 
writing, Rosenblatt is inter-
ested in discussing his poli-
tics. Lear founded the People 

for the American Way, the 
Environmental Media Asso-
ciation, and Declare Yourself, 
a nonpartisan initiative for 
youth voter registration.

When Rosenblatt was 
writing essays for Time maga-
zine, Lear expressed interest 
in meeting him to his good 
friend and former CEO of 
Time Inc., the late Andrew 
Heiskell. They became fast 
friends, Rosenblatt said.

Rosenblatt’s other friends 
this week include Jules Fei-
ffer, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
cartoonist and author; Meg 
Wolitzer, author of The Un-
coupling; Derek and Sissela 
Bok, authors of The Politics 
of Happiness and Exploring 
Happiness, respectively; and 
Emma Walton Hamilton and 
Dame Julie Andrews, chil-
dren’s literature authors.

JeSSica White
Staff Writer

Few people can hold the 
attention of the Chautauqua 
crowd for five days. Retired 
Bishop John Shelby Spong is 
one of those people.

Spong was bishop of the 
Episcopal Diocese of New-
ark, N.J., for 24 years before 
he retired in 2001. He made 
headlines in 1981 when he 

ordained the first woman 
from the Church of England, 
and again in 1989 when he 
ordained the first openly gay 
priest. Spong has been labeled 
a radical and a heretic, but his 
admirers laud him for his con-
temporary interpretations of 
the Bible.

Spong, a committed Chris-
tian who has spent a lifetime 
studying the Bible and whose 
life has been shaped by it, said 

he is not interested in Bible-
bashing.

“I come to this interpre-
tive task not as an enemy of 
Christianity,” he said. “I am a 
believer who knows and loves 
the Bible deeply. 

But I also recognize that 
parts of it have been used to 
support prejudices and to 
mask violence.”

I’ve known these 
people for a long 
time, but there’s never 
been a Chautauqua 
discussion from 
which I didn’t learn 
something new.

—roGer roSenBlatt

Lear Rosenblatt

See LaNgeNberg, Page 10

Langenbergs’ generous gift honors a life well lived

Lear, Rosenblatt 
kick off week of 
literary celebration

See roSeNbLatt, Page 4

Spong to spend week reclaiming Bible

Spong

*Spong’s Daily Lecture Titles

MONDAY 
“The Judeo-Christian 
Faith Story: How 
Much is History?”

TUESDAY 
“The Prophets:  
Not Predictors of  
the Future but  
Change Agents”

WEDNESDAY 
“The New Testament: An 
Evolving Story.” (“It did 
not drop from Heaven, 
fully written, separated into 
Chapters and Verses and in 
the King James Version.”)

THURSDAY 
“The Story of Judas 
Iscariot — Not a 
Character of History,  
but a Composite  
Figure Drawn from  
Many Sources”

FRIDAY 
“Re-Casting the  
Christ Story — Not  
a Rescue operation,  
but the Birth of a  
New Consciousness”

Spong See SPoNg, Page 4

See taNgo, Page 4

Classical Tango
SPiceS UP  the  aMP

Ziegler
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS

Briefly
Tour de Chautauqua crew arrives Tuesday afternoon

A group of bicyclists have embarked on a trek from 
Lakeside Chautauqua to Chautauqua Institution, sched-
uled to arrive at Turner Community Center at approxi-
mately 3 p.m. Tuesday. The Chautauqua community is 
encouraged to welcome to group at Miller Bell Tower later 
that afternoon.  Interested cyclists can join the group for the 
ride in to Chautauqua by meeting them between 12:30 and 
1:30 p.m. at Sherman High School. More information will 
be published in Tuesday’s Daily.  

Tennis center hosts weekday ‘Dawn Patrol’

Tennis players are invited to join a doubles round robin 
each weekday from 7–9 a.m. at Chautauqua Tennis Center. 
Sign up is each prior evening at 4:50 p.m. near the Farmers 
Market at the tennis “lottery.” All levels are welcome. For 
more information, call 357-6276.

Sports Club news

• Mah jongg is played Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. at the Sports 
Club. Some experience is appreciated, but all are welcome. 
2012 mah jongg cards and sets are provided on a fi rst come, 
fi rst served basis for the participants.

• The Sports Club will hold softball league organiza-
tional meetings, at 4:30 p.m. for ladies and 5 p.m. for men 
on Tuesday.

Women’s knitting group hosts Brown Bag knitting and crocheting

Join women4women-knitting4peace at 12:15–1:15 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Missions West Classroom to celebrate 
the group’s sixth anniversary and learn how it has created 
more than 19,000 items for women and children in local 
and global areas of confl ict. For more information, contact 
Susan at 303-918-4617.

Chautauqua Literary and Scientifi c Circle news

• The CLSC Brown Bag Book Review will be held at 12:15 
p.m. today on the Alumni Hall porch. The fi rst book selec-
tion for 2012 is Horoscopes for the Dead by Billy Collins, and 
will be reviewed by Bill Pfefferkorn.

• A book discussion of Horoscopes for the Dead will be 
held at 1:15 p.m. today at Alumni Hall. Jeff Miller, CLSC 
activities coordinator, will lead the discussion. It will be 
helpful to have read the book, although all are welcome.

Brick Walk Cafe holds open house celebration today

All are welcome at the new Brick Walk Cafe on Bestor 
Plaza at 4–5 p.m. today for an open house celebration. There 
will be free samples of new menu items, a magician, cou-
pons for food discounts and a raffl e for free ice cream for 
life. Local singer Kev Rowe will perform at 5 p.m.

Chautauqua Connections hosts Opening Picnic

Chautauqua Connections Opening Picnic for students 
(MSFO, piano, voice, and dance) and sponsors will be held 
at 5 p.m. Tuesday on the Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall lawn. Call 
Susan with questions at 716-357-5799.

Correction

Chautauqua Theater Company conservatory actor Max 
Roll’s name was misspelled in a photo cutline accompanying 
a CTC preview story in the June 23 & 24 edition of the Daily.

MONDAY

Roger Rosenblatt, au-
thor of Kayak Morning, will 
be signing books at 5 p.m. at 
the Hall of Philosophy.

Rev. Joan Brown Camp-
bell, director of the Depart-
ment of Religion, will be 
signing books at 3:30 p.m. at 
the Hall of Missions.

TUESDAY

Jules Feiffer, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning cartoonist 
and author, will be signing 
books at 1:15 p.m. at the Au-
thor’s Alcove.

WEDNESDAY

The Very Rev. Alan 
Jones, Dean Emeritus, 
Grace Cathedral, S.F., will 
be signing books at the Au-
thor’s Alcove at 12:15 p.m.

Meg Wolitzer, author of 
The Uncoupling, will be sign-
ing books at 1:15 p.m. at the 

Author’s Alcove.
Bishop John Shelby 

Spong, retired Episcopal 
Bishop of Newark, will be 
signing books at 3:15 p.m. at 
the Hall of Missions.

Kent Ira Groff, writer 
and poet, will be signing 
books at 3:30 p.m. at the Au-
thor’s Alcove.

THURSDAY

Derek Bok, author of The 
Politics of Happiness, and Sie-
la Bok, author of Exploring 
Happiness, will be signing 
books at 1:15 p.m. at the Hall 
of Missions.

FRIDAY

Dame Julie Andrews, 
award-winning actress and 
author of children’s books, 
and Emma Walton Ham-
ilton, author of children’s 
books, will be signing books 
at 1:35 p.m. at the Author’s Al-
cove.

SATURDAY

Rebecca Costa, sociobi-
ologist and radio host of “The 
Costa Report,” will be sign-
ing books at 4:15 p.m. at the 
Hall of Philosophy.

JOHN FORD
Staff Writer

Doug Conroe was posi-
tively beaming.

Chautauqua’s director of 
operations could not hide his 
pride and pleasure as he dis-
cussed his staff’s successful 
installation of a complex, en-
vironmentally cutting-edge 
brick walk along Palestine 
Avenue on the grounds.

The walk addresses signif-
icant pedestrian and vehicle 
concerns and may serve as 
a demonstration project for 
Chautauqua County.

“We had a traffi c prob-
lem,” Conroe said. “There is 
always a lot of non-vehicular 
traffi c along Palestine Av-
enue, roughly from the Flynn 
garden in front of McKnight 
Hall to the Carnahan-Jack-
son Dance Studio at the cor-
ner of Hedding Avenue.

“We had to do something.”
Careful research produced 

a plan that called for instal-
lation of some of the newest 
environmentally friendly 
materials on the market. The 
32,000 bricks are porous rain-

permeable pavers, laid over a 
bed of some 625 tons of sub-
base stone and 210 tons of 
surface fi ll stone, all of which 
help keep pollutants out of 
Chautauqua Lake.

“The stone delayed us 
somewhat,” Conroe said. “It 
took a while to locate a suit-
able quarry; we fi nally found 
one near Buffalo.”

The Institution’s mainte-
nance and gardens staffs did 
all the work in-house, which 
is very unusual for a project 
of this size and complexity.

“A crew from the gardens 
staff laid virtually every 
brick over seven back-break-
ing weeks,” Conroe said. “It 
took a Herculean effort, led 
by gardens chief Ryan Kiblin 
and crew leader Zach Haas. 
There were fi ve bricklayers 
who were on site every day 
… Their stamina and dedica-
tion were amazing.”  

Thirty dark-sky-compliant 
LED lights will enable night-
time strolling. Their wiring is 
buried.

“I am absolutely delighted 
with the lighting,” Conroe 
said. “The energy effi ciency 
has exceeded our expecta-
tions so far, and our new 
lights have been recommend-
ed to Chautauqua County as 
a demonstration project.”

Gardens staff had to move 
a sugar maple tree to accom-
modate the construction, 
Conroe said, and also plant-
ed 22 new trees, 200 shrubs 
and 1,000 perennials along 
the new walkway.

“I don’t know 
of any comparable 
environmentally friendly 

project in Chautauqua 
County,” Conroe said. “We 
do feel a responsibility at 
the Institution to engineer 
public-works projects which 
can serve as demonstration 
examples others may wish 
to follow.”

The new walkway con-
struction inspired a small 
new traffi c circle by the 
Sherwood-Marsh Studios at 
the intersection of the Turner 
(North) gateway road and 
Palestine Avenue. A frequent 
Chautauqua consultant, Buf-
falo-area licensed landscape 
architect Dean Gowen, did 
the design work on the new 
traffi c circle.

Gowen has other sig-
nature landmarks on the 
grounds, perhaps most no-
tably the rain garden in front 
of Fletcher Music Hall that 
retains and cleanses much of 
the stormwater runoff from 
the North (formerly Hurst) 
parking lot and from Fletcher 
Music Hall itself. Conroe said 
Gowen, who has extensive 
parks design expertise, has 
also been retained to write 
the sustainable shoreline 
management program for the 
Institution.

The new traffi c circle, Con-
roe said, is scaled down to fi t 
the Institution’s space limi-
tations. A standard round-
about would have been too 
big.

“We did extensive paint-
ing in the circles to help ev-
eryone get used to the new 
confi guration,” he said. “The 
bottom line is that we want 
everyone who crosses these 
intersections to pause and 
think about what they’re do-

ing, and to be especially care-
ful to avoid mishaps.”

Rona and Gil Eisner, of 
Chevy Chase, Md., said they 
appreciate the chance the 
walk gives them to get safely 
off the street. And Gil said 
he was quite impressed with 
what the Institution has been 
doing to control storm water 
runoff.

“I’ve noticed new projects 
every year we’ve come up 
here,” he said. 

The Eisners have rented 
for one week in each of the 
past fi ve years, choosing their 
week depending on the Am-
phitheater lecture program. 
Gil is a retired physician, 
Rona a retired psychologist-
turned-silversmith. She takes 
crafts classes here, while Gil 
plays golf and tennis.

John and Gloria Hoda, 
from Milford, Conn., also ap-
preciated the new walk.

“I was just thinking it 
would be nice if there were 
a sidewalk here,” John said 
as the couple walked in the 
street. “We were quite im-
pressed with the porous 
bricks and gravel. Chautau-
qua should do as much eco-
friendly construction as pos-
sible.”

The Hodas are on their 
fi rst visit to Chautauqua. 
John is taking writing and 
yoga classes, Gloria culinary 
arts and yoga. Gloria works 
on social media at Yale. 
John’s career has followed a 
circuitous arc from local law 
enforcement to his current 
niche as a professional gene-
alogist.

CLOCKWISE: Two vehicles use the newly constructed roundabout, which was designed 
by landscape architect Dean Gowen, on Palestine Avenue just off the new brick walk. 
The idea is for the intersection to become a more effective shared space for motor ve-
hicles, bicycles and pedestrians. John and Gloria Hoda of Milford, Conn., enjoy the new 
brick walk on their first visit to Chautauqua.

New roundabout, brick walk on Palestine 
address concerns of safety, stormwater

A crew from the gardens staff laid virtually every 
brick over seven back-breaking weeks. It took a 
Herculean effort, led by gardens chief Ryan Kiblin and 
crew leader Zach Haas. There were five bricklayers 
who were on site every day … Their stamina and 
dedication were amazing.

—DOUG CONROE
Director of operations
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KELSEY BURRITT
Staff Writer

East of the East River in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., recorder vir-
tuosos Daphna Mor and 
Nina Stern are part of a liv-
ing tradition.

“There is this concept 
of the Middle East, east of 
where we are now, east of the 
Western world,” Mor said. 
“Nina and I just brought the 
New York elements to it.”

And so East of the River 
was born, an ensemble ex-
ploring traditional reper-
tory from east of the Danube 
while incorporating per-
sonal styles from their back-
grounds in classical, jazz 
and world music. They will 
perform at 4 p.m. today in 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall with 
the first concert of the 2012 
Logan Chamber Music Se-
ries.

“All of this music was 
written so long ago, and yet 
when we present it to an au-
dience, we want to make it 
come alive,” Stern said.

Mor and Stern first crossed 
paths in their solo careers, 
performing together with the 
New York Philharmonic and 
in Carnegie Hall. After learn-
ing of their mutual interest in 
world music, they decided to 
collaborate and formed East 
of the River with a 2009 de-
but album.

“The core sound of the 
band is really the two record-
ers and percussion,” Stern 
said. “And then we add in-
struments.”

East of the River currently 
includes founders Mor and 
Stern, kanun player Tamer 
Pinarbasi, percussionist Shane 
Shanahan, and violinist and 
oud player Jesse Kotansky.

Born in Turkey, Pinarbasi 
has been praised as one of 
the greatest kanun virtuo-
sos in the world. The kanun 
is an ancient Middle Eastern 
instrument shaped like a 
trapezoid with more than 70 
strings. The instrument has 
small levers called mandals, 
which divide each semitone 
into a microtone, allowing 
Pinarbasi to play virtually 
any scale.

“You play with him once 
and you want to just keep 
playing with him,” Stern said 
of Pinarbasi.

The average kanun player 
plucks the strings with only 
two fingers and then uses 
plectra, or picks. Pinarbasi, 
however, has developed his 
own technique employing all 
his fingers.

Shanahan is a multi-per-
cussionist perhaps most well-
known for playing in Yo-Yo 
Ma’s “Silk Road Ensemble,” 
with which he has previously 
performed at Chautauqua.

With the number of world 
percussionists out there, Mor 
said, it is not easy to find one 
that is a good fit.

“Shane is a perfect fit,” she 
said.

Stern echoed her co-
founder’s praise, citing Sha-
nahan’s unique style formed 
by combining techniques 
from percussion traditions 
around the world.

“His palette is just extraor-
dinary,” Stern said. “It’s quite 
amazing to behold.”

Shanahan recently co-
curated a 40-week concert 
series for “Traveling the Silk 
Road: Ancient Pathway to the 
Modern World” in the Amer-
ican Museum of Natural His-
tory. He also performed in 

director Sam Mendes’ pro-
ductions of As You Like It and 
The Tempest in London.

Kotansky, the ensemble’s 
violinist and oud player, is 
the latest addition to the en-
semble, but he is no stranger 
to the music.

“He’s been on stages play-
ing this repertory literally 
since he was 3,” Stern said.

Kotansky had two travel-
ing Balkan dance instruc-
tors as parents, and he was 
incorporated into their act at 
a young age playing the vio-
lin. The oud, his second in-
strument in the concert, is a 
stringed instrument reminis-
cent of the lute used in North 
African and Middle Eastern 
music.

“We all sort of learn from 
each other,” Stern said, “and 
not only learn from each 
other but create this style 
where we’re bouncing off 
each other and using all of 

our strengths.”
Both Mor and Stern start-

ed learning the recorder in 
third grade.

Mor, a native of Tel Aviv, 
grew up surrounded by tra-
ditional and popular Israeli 
music. For her, the recorder 
was a natural choice.

“Because of the open 
holes, you have options for 
bending notes or playing 
quarter tones that are not 
part of Western music,” Mor 
said. “The style fits a lot of 
different traditions.”

Stern first began her music 
career by playing the piano, 
but it soon became clear that 
her passion was for the re-
corder. She studied historical 
performance and earned a 
Soloist’s Degree at the Schola 
Cantorum Basiliensis in Ba-
sel, Switzerland, where she 
was classically schooled in 
Baroque repertory.

“It’s natural if you’re curi-

ous about the recorder to get 
interested in that repertory,” 
Stern said. “What’s more un-
usual is that I got interested 
in some of this traditional 
repertory that East of the 
River performs.”

The traditional repertory 
is Armenian, Middle East-
ern and Balkan music, which 
Stern was researching for 
S’cool Sounds, an award-win-
ning education initiative she 
founded for inner-city public 
schools in New York City.

“One of my goals, because 
I started the program post-
9/11, was that our children 
learn as much about the rest 
of the world and other cul-
tures as possible,” Stern said.

She had previously en-
joyed traditional Balkan and 
Middle Eastern music as a 
spectator. After discover-
ing more virtuosic pieces 
too difficult for her students, 
however, Stern decided she 
would take a stab at perform-
ing it herself.

This afternoon’s perfor-
mance will be divided into 
sets according to musical 
tradition: Medieval Western 
European, both ancient and 
contemporary Armenian; 
Middle Eastern; and Balkan. 
Though much of the music 
may appear contemporary 
on paper, it has been passed 
down through oral tradition 
for centuries. Most was not 
transcribed until the begin-
ning of the 20th century.

“Western music was writ-
ten down,” Stern said. “Oth-
er parts of our repertory 
weren’t written down until 
much later, but the forms and 
the traditions and the scales 
are just as ancient.”

The program’s medieval 

set is composed of two es-
tampies, or dance forms. 
They relate directly to the 
Balkan dances.

“All the sets relate to each 
other in these dance forms 
that are similar in spirit, sim-
ilar in function,” Stern said.

Mor described the con-
cert as a musical journey that 
would expand throughout 
the different traditions the 
ensemble explores.

“My grandparents im-
migrated from Bulgaria to 
Israel,” Mor said, “so they 
brought their Balkan sound 
with them. So much of that 
music, and of course the 
Middle Eastern music, was 
incorporated into our music.”

The Armenian music orig-
inates from medieval times 
and from 18th-century bard 
Sayat Nova, who preserved 
the text of his pieces in poet-
ry. The accompanying music 
was passed down through 
oral tradition.

“The fifth song I play in 
the medieval set sounds like 
it could be Gregorian chant,” 
Stern said, “but Sayat Nova is 
more rhythmical. The scales 
used in that music are related 
scales that are used in the 
two Arabic sets that we do.”

The Arabic set will in-
clude samai, a more rhyth-
mic form, and longa, another 
dance form, faster and in two 
beats per measure.

“We have a personal and a 
unique sound,” Mor said. “It 
is more than the traditional 
sound.”

Tickets for the 4 p.m. per-
formance will be distributed 
at 8:30 a.m. on the brick walk 
outside the Colonnade. In 
case of rain, tickets will be 
sold at 8 a.m.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Daphna Mor and Nina Stern

East of the River puts modern spin on music written long ago

Experts in yogic tradition, Woltzes lead Mystic Heart programs this week
MARY DESMOND
Staff Writer

Dariel and Michael Woltz 
will return to Chautauqua 
Institution this year to lead 
the first week of the Mystic 
Heart Program.

The Woltzes, both experts 
in the yogic tradition, will 
share teaching responsibili-
ties.  Dariel, a registered yoga 
teacher and a certified move-
ment therapist, will lead the 
daily morning meditation 
sessions. Michael, a physi-
cian’s assistant with 40 years 
of yoga experience, will facil-
itate afternoon seminars on 
Tuesday and Thursday.

Dariel has been practicing 
yoga for more than 40 years 
and teaching it for 34. In the 
1970s, when faced with the 
pressure of a high-stress job, 
she turned to yoga to relax. 
Dariel said she soon became 
a devoted student, and the 
activity became much more 
than just a relaxation tech-
nique.

“I got more than I bar-
gained for,” Dariel said. “It 
became a lot more than just 
that for me, it really was my 
spiritual practice.”

In 1978, the Woltzes’ un-
derstanding of yogic medi-
tation as a devotional prac-
tice was strengthened when 
they visited a Kripalu yoga 
community and witnessed 

the comprehensiveness of a 
complete yoga practice. Dari-
el said it was then that she 
learned of the Eightfold Path 
and of the eight basic prin-
ciples of yoga.

“I saw that they were prac-
ticing yoga on many, many 
levels more than I had been 
exposed to,” she said. “That 
was when I started to go 
there more regularly. I start-
ed to do more of the medita-
tion aspects of yoga, the de-
votional aspects of yoga.”

The Woltzes moved to a 
Kripalu community in 1993 
and lived there for six years.

Today, they own a yoga 
studio in Westfield, N.Y., 
called The Studio at Pan-
terra. At the studio, Dariel 
focuses on teaching the eight 
limbs of yoga. The branches 
are Yamas and Niyamas, the 
ten principles to live by; Asa-
nas, the physical movements; 
Pranayamas, breathing prac-
tices; Pratyahara, withdrawal 
of the sense from outside to 
inside; Dharana, which fo-
cuses on concentration; Dhy-
ana, meditation; and Sama-
dhi, enlightenment.  

“I do my best to incor-
porate all the eight differ-
ent limbs of yoga in each of 
my classes,” she said. “We 
always have some kind of 
meditation or centering. We 
talk about the principles of 

nonviolence, speaking the 
truth.”

During her week leading 
meditation at the Institution, 
Dariel said she will focus pri-
marily on the fifth through 
seventh limbs.

Each morning medita-
tion session will include two 
20-minute meditations. They 
may be silent, or include 
chanting, mantras and music.

“Mantras are believed to 
be words that have a special 
vibrational effect on the ner-
vous system,” Dariel said.

This year, she will bring 
musical instruments such as 
the harmonium, a traditional 
Indian organ. She said she 
plans on chanting “Om” in 
every session.

“Chanting ‘Om’ — that’s 
considered the most power-
ful mantra in the yoga tra-

dition because it represents 
the creative force of the uni-
verse,” Dariel said.

The Tuesday and Thurs-
day afternoon seminars dur-
ing the first week are titled 
“Peace in the Moment” and 
“Serenity through Silence.”

Afternoon seminars will 
mix discussion with actual 
practice. Michael said the 
goal of the seminars is to 
help people gain the capacity 
to meditate and regain con-
trol of their minds.

“The practice intent is lib-
eration from cultural condi-
tions so that you experience 
each moment fully and com-
pletely,” he said. “And in gen-
eral, that is accompanied by 
a deep sense of peace and an 
overwhelming experience of 
beauty.”

The Woltzes said they 

hope that through their week 
facilitating the Mystic Heart 
Program they will be able to 
expose participants of any 
belief system to the benefits 
of meditation.

“Meditation is a very 
strong way of nurturing 
yourself because it takes 
you back to the source from 
which you came,” Dariel 
said. “You know, I think that 
it’s basically acknowledging 
our link with life and our 
link with the creator.”

In addition to the personal 
benefits meditation provides, 
Dariel said the interfaith un-
derstanding that the Mystic 
Heart Program promotes is 
positive and necessary for 
the sake of humanity.

“If we ever want to have 
peace on this planet, it’s im-

portant for us to not only 
understand but accept other 
people’s ways of worship-
ing — of understanding the 
divine,” Dariel said. “If we 
don’t, and we continue on 
this path of intolerance, it will 
be devastating for everyone.”

Mystic Heart’s morn-
ing meditation takes place 
from 7:15 to 8 a.m. Monday 
through Friday in the Main 
Gate Welcome Center Con-
ference Room. The medita-
tion seminar takes place 
from 12:30 to 2 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays in the Hall of 
Missions.

Gate passes are required 
to attend all events held by 
the Mystic Heart Program, 
and donations are accepted.



Ziegler, a Latin Grammy 
Award winner, was the 
pianist for Piazzolla’s sec-
ond quintet, and his music 
carries on the nuevo tango 
genre Piazzolla created.

“(Piazzolla’s) music has 
moved from the steamy, 
smoky Argentinian tango 
clubs to the concert stages 
with international orches-
tras around the world,” 
Merkley said, “so there’s a 
huge interest in his music 
and playing it and this one 
aspect of it from the origi-
nal tango to what it’s be-
coming in the tango world.”

Classical quartets have 
two core instruments — pi-
ano and bandoneón — with 
a cello and bass, but Ziegler, 
in Piazzolla’s nuevo tango 
style, sometimes uses an 
electric guitar instead of a 

cello, which gives it a jazzy 
sound.

Merkley, a fan of Piaz-
zolla’s music, said Ziegler 
adds new voice to the tango 
lexicon, helping to keep and 
transform tango music.

The quartet will play 
both Piazzolla’s and 
Ziegler’s music tonight, and 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra will perform two 
of Piazzolla’s pieces July 24.

Merkley said he hopes 
Chautauquans will try to 
broaden their horizons, 
be entertained and enjoy 
tango music, even if it isn’t 
something they regularly 
listen to.

“You just can’t listen to 
the same radio station and 
hear the same song or play 
the same CD over and over 
again for all of your life,” 
Merkley said. “This will be 
fun music. I guarantee it. 
You’ll want to get up and 
start dancing.”

Spong’s nearly two dozen 
books on his studies and 
teachings have sold more 
than 1 million copies world-
wide, and the theme of this 
week’s Interfaith Lecture 
Series shares the title of his 
newest book, Re-Claiming the 
Bible for a Non-Religious World.

He will speak about the 
New Testament as an evolv-
ing story, the myth of Judas 
Iscariot and other themes 
from his recent book at 2 p.m. 
today through Friday in the 
Hall of Philosophy. Today’s 
topic is the Judeo-Christian 
faith story and how much of 
it is true history.

Spong said a series of lec-
tures he gave several years 
ago at a resort area in west-
ern North Carolina inspired 
his new book.

“I suddenly realized that 
even very well-educated peo-
ple in other fields don’t seem 
to be educated very much in 
the Bible,” he said. “I discov-

ered that people were really 
interested to know that the 
Bible is a lot more than they 
thought it was. That gave me 
a sense that there was a hun-
ger out there for knowledge 
of the Bible that’s not super-
stitious and dated.”

Though Spong anticipates 
some scorn for his new-age 
ideas, he said he is not inter-
ested in debating with critics.

“I’m happy to talk with 
(critics), but the audience I 
want to address is not the 
religious people who are up-
set at modern biblical schol-
arship,” Spong said. “I want 
to address intelligent people 
who have never heard some 
of the things that are true 
about the Bible and so they 
have left organized religion 
totally because it doesn’t 
make much sense to them.”

Spong said his funda-
mentalist background has 
led him to struggle with his 
own critical rethinking of the 
Bible. He was raised in an 
Evangelical church in Char-
lotte, N.C., that taught him 
segregation was God’s rule, 

women were inferior to men, 
it was fine to hate other reli-
gions, and homosexuals were 
either mentally ill or morally 
depraved.

“The Bible was quoted in 
that church to justify each 
of those prejudices,” Spong 
said. “I just think that’s a 
dreadful way to use a book 
that’s about the gift of life 
and love in the person of Je-
sus of Nazareth. I spent a 
great deal of my life getting 
over those prejudices and re-
covering the Bible.”

More than 80 years later, 
many of those prejudices 
still remain, Spong said. And 
though the Christian story 
is a powerful story, many 
people don’t truly hear it be-

cause of the negatives that 
are attached.

“I hear people still quoting 
the Bible to say that a woman 
cannot hold authority over 
a man because that’s what 
Paul says in Corinthians,” he 
said. “I don’t think you ought 
to begin to confuse cultural 
norms in the first century 
with the word of God.”

This will be Spong’s sixth 
time to Chautauqua. His 
weeklong series two years 
ago had some of the most-
attended lectures ever, said 
Rev. Joan Brown Campbell.

“I just love Chautauqua,” 
Spong said. “The audience 
is always intelligent and re-
sponsive, and I have a won-
derful time when I’m there.”
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“I tried to create a variety 
(of guests) because I thought 
the Chautauqua audience 
would appreciate various 
forms of writing being dis-
cussed by people they ad-
mire,” Rosenblatt said.

When the writer invites 
his friends to share the 
morning lecture platform, he 
only tells them the format of 
the event. In addition to the 
discussion and Q&A, each 
guest will read some of his 
or her work. Lear will bring 
a short film.

“It’s much better to be on a 
high-wire act if you’re doing 
something in public,” Rosen-
blatt said. “If you know what 
you’re talking about, it’s 
much more fun to just hold 
your nose and jump in.”

In 2010, Rosenblatt was 
joined by author and “PBS 
NewsHour” anchor Jim Leh-
rer.

“There has never been a 
bigger laugh,” Rosenblatt 
said, “than when Jim Lehrer 
forgot to bring something to 
read.”

Marie Weaver, an audi-
ence member sitting in the 
front row, offered her copy of 
The Franklin Affair. Rosenblatt 

joked for the rest of the week 
about Lehrer’s incompetence 
and rescue by Marie.

That episode points to the 
spirit of “Roger Rosenblatt 
and Friends.”

“The serious pleasure of it 
is, as huge as the audiences 
are, it still feels like a com-
fortable family,” Rosenblatt 
said. “The people share — 
not necessarily the same pol-
itics — but a lot of the same 
values. These are people who 
love learning and talking 
about art.”

Rosenblatt said he is happy 
to return to Chautauqua, de-
spite the intellectual exhaus-
tion of hosting a week of con-

versations without a script.
“It’s the only place in the 

world where you’re walking 
down a path minding your 
own business, and some in-
tellectual will jump out of a 
tree and ask you a question 
… I told Tom Becker I’ll need 
to check myself into a mental 
institution after the week.”

True to Chautauqua tradi-
tion, Rosenblatt uses the dis-
cussions to play the role of 
teacher and student.

“I’ve known these people 
for a long time,” Rosenblatt 
said, “but there’s never been 
a Chautauqua discussion 
from which I didn’t learn 
something new.”
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At 4 p.m. this afternoon in the Hall of Philosophy, Roger 
Rosenblatt joins Bishop John Shelby Spong in a discussion 
of Rosenblatt’s newest book, Kayak Morning: Reflections on 
Love, Grief, and Small Boats. 

Kayak Morning is an account of Rosenblatt’s attempts to 
cope with his daughter’s death. 

“It’s a book about a lot of things,” Rosenblatt said. “I’ve 
done a lot of readings of the book, but I’ve never had a public 
discussion, so I’m interested in what interests Bishop Spong.”

In Kayak Morning’s short entries, Rosenblatt spreads his 
palette with forms of grief — memory, yearning, reflec-
tion, anger — and illustrates how a father adjusts to an 
unfillable hole. Rosenblatt navigates his loss laterally, the 
same way his boat moves through water.

Rosenblatt, Spong open week with 
discussion on ‘Kayak Morning’

Also try our fresh baked pastries, croissants, 
great soups, exciting salads, artisan  
tartines & sandwiches, fresh baked cookies 
and wonderful desserts.

In the Post Office building on Bestor Plaza

Private Roast Coffee

F E A T U R I N G 
H O M E M A D E
CRÈME BRÛLÉE

Sun.-Thurs. 7:30am to 7pm
Fri. & Sat. 7:30am to 8pm



A Listening Heart 
The following is a transcript of the speech given by Chautauqua 
Institution President Thomas M. Becker during the annual Three 
Taps of the Gavel ceremony Sunday, June 24, to open the 2012 
Chautauqua Season.

Welcome to the opening of the 2012 Chautauqua 
Season. Welcome to this aspirational gather-
ing, steeped in hope and propelled by intention 
to make the very best use of this sacred space, 

these creative resources and the accumulative character of 
this summertime community dedicated to the exploration of 
the best of human values and the enrichment of life.

The listing in your program of Chautauquans who have 
passed away since we last gathered here is at once a state-
ment of loving memory for their contributions to the life and 
history of this community and a dirge acknowledging our 
frailty, our fi nitude, our evanescence.

This gathering is evidence of the radical vision of the 
founders some 138 years ago. We are here this morning 
as a faithful community. We are part of a community in 
which faith traditions are profoundly diverse. That diver-
sity describes us; it does not divide us. Our differences, our 
diversity and our pluralism animate our understanding of 
the complex, mysterious wonder of the human condition. 
The gospels intoned from this pulpit challenge us to embrace 
that diversity as the prophetic expression of love. Albert Ein-
stein said: “The most beautiful emotion we can experience is 
the mysterious. It is the fundamental emotion that stands at 
the cradle of all true art and science.”

The contest for president is at a full gallop. Much of what 
we see and hear in ads and sound bites are declarative 
certitudes of the unconditional wisdom of one candidate or 
set of policies and the demonic folly of the opposition. There 
are precious few honest brokers of a more nuanced under-
standing of the relative strengths and weaknesses of the 
candidates, their positions and their capacities to confront 
the challenges before us. We are provided breathless updates 
of the horse race, exaggerated analysis of the consequence of 
the slightest missteps and convoluted constructs of motives 
and alliances.

I am reminded of an essay by David Brooks wherein he 
quotes Isaiah Berlin defi ning political judgment as “a capac-
ity for integrating a vast amalgam of constantly changing, 
multicolored, perpetually overlapping data.” Brooks goes on 
to talk about how often leaders experience crushing setbacks, 
resulting in an awareness of personal frailty and knowledge 
of their dependence on others. He says, “They are both mod-
est, because they have felt weakness, and aggressive, because 
they know how hard it is to change anything.”

All of this sounds like a call for emotional intelligence 
in our leaders. So naturally, like many of you, I thought of 
the fi rst Book of Kings, in which Solomon on his ascension 
to the throne is given the privilege of a direct request of 
God. While many of our modern politicians talk as if they 
have an ongoing conversation with God, the Bible docu-
ments this particular exchange. So, what do you suppose 
he asks for? The destruction of his enemies, great economic 
success, affordable health care, the elimination of unions? 
None of these. Solomon asks God for a listening heart so 
that he might govern all of his people justly — so that he 
might discern between good and evil. This passage made me 
think of Joan Brown Campbell’s familiar reference to Martin 
Luther King’s call for the Beloved Community where justice 
prevails for all, including the least fortunate among us — an 
objective of Biblical proportions.

We carry both the privilege and the obligations of living 
in the oldest democracy on the planet. We have the legacy 
of a government of the people, for the people and by the 
people. This system is participative, messy, open and broadly 
expressed. We do not assign the sole responsibility for build-
ing the Beloved Community to our elected leadership. We 
retain personal accountability for justice in our communities 
beginning with our internal sense of right and wrong and 
our individual behavior resulting from that sense in every 
aspect of our lives.

This Institution exists in service to these noble obligations. 
We believe that in order for us to fully realize the proposi-
tions of this free society, we need a community of people 
dedicated to a learning-centered life. We embrace hope and 
optimism while developing our critical thinking and our 
capacity to integrate Berlin’s challenge of a vast combina-
tion of ever-changing, overlapping data. Across generations, 
we impart, nurture and reawaken curiosity, an energizing 
agent in a learning-centered life. We are constructed on a 
scale to ensure the opportunity for human connection — for 
genuine exchange of ideas, experiences and befuddlements. 
We have a rich tradition of commitment to the written word 
that includes the Chautauqua Literary and Scientifi c Circle, a 
young readers program, a writers’ center, a literary journal, 
creative writing programs, our own newspaper, our opening 
theme week beginning tomorrow on writers and writing, a 
commissioned new play, and for the fi rst time this summer, 
a Chautauqua Literary prize.

The winner of the fi rst Chautauqua Prize is Andrew 
Krivak, a young man who has written his fi rst novel, The So-
journ. The story begins in American coal country and moves 
on to Eastern Europe before and during the First World War. 
It is a work of ambitious scope, illuminating historical detail, 
dramatic pace and relentless calamities rivaling the Book of 

Job. The main character’s capacity to endure and to remain 
open to the needs of others, even in threatening conditions, 
evokes Solomon’s gift of a listening heart. In Kayak Morn-
ing, Roger Rosenblatt invites you in to a remarkably honest 
exploration of the ongoing pain, anger and confusion associ-
ated with the death of a loved one — in this case his daugh-
ter, Amy, a young mother and physician. This is a wise and 
generous book crafted by a writer of great talent and skill. 
But its greatest gift is the acknowledgement that we live in 
connection to one another and to the dead. He invokes with 
attribution to Philo the advice, “Be kind, for everyone you 
meet is carrying a great burden.”

Music, poetry and the visual arts point to the rest, the 
blank space, the interruption of the action reminding us that 
we have, here in this place, an opportunity for an internal di-
alogue rarely invoked in our frantic modern age. Yet, access 
to that internal space, to those private narratives, is a precur-
sor to enabling the listening heart.

We invest in the development and nurture of artists 
across art forms in the belief that they contribute to the civil-
ity and creative capacities of our society. We ask that you 
actively engage in the artistic programming and with the 
artists themselves — that you open your mind and heart to 
the possibilities for growth that lay within this engagement.

We offer a deep and vigorous immersion in the important 
issues of our time and ask that, in examining those issues, 
you consider the balance of your self-interest with those of 
the common good.

We offer an environment for children and young people 
on these grounds to experience a near-mythic level of 
freedom of movement and expression and programming 
designed both to teach important lessons and to encourage 
the bonding of friendships. These young people also see 
you at every age still learning. And in addition to watch-
ing you absorb the political, economic and global issues 
of the day, they also witness your active engagement with 
the values of love, forgiveness, compassion, justice, mercy, 
peace and joy.

This is why we are here today. This is why we do the work 
we do. And so we offer our prayer for the gift of a listening 
heart so that we might be better citizens, better people, and 
so that through our strivings we might help create a more 
just world.

I tap the gavel three times. Chautauqua 2012 is begun.
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Adults $28 
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Served every Sunday of the Chautauqua season

FAR LEFT: Chautauqua Institution 
President Thomas M. Becker 
delivers his Three Taps of the 
Gavel address to open the 2012 
Season. LEFT: Marilyn Perno, 
Virginia Wieland and Clyde 
Wieland give each other the sign 
of peace during the morning 
worship service following 
Becker’s speech.
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“The monk I trained with, who influenced me the 
most, told me: ‘Alan, what you have to face and 
what we struggle with most is God’s absolute 

lack of taste. God loves everyone. It is disgusting,’” said the 
Very Rev. Alan Jones at the beginning of his Sunday Morn-
ing Worship sermon, “The Call to Be Human.” Jones is dean 
emeritus of Grace Cathedral, San Francisco, Calif. His text 
was Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 4:1-11.

The call to be human is a call to all of us to be truly hu-
man. He said we are always trying to figure out who is and 
isn’t welcome. In that search, man and woman ceased to be 
a fallen angel and became a promoted ape. Jonah was told 
to go to Nineveh and tell the people that they had 40 days 
before God would rain destruction upon them.

“But the people believed God and repented.” Jones said. 
“We see Jonah’s anger and God’s compassion and it really 
gets up our nose. Yet we are always called to the unknown 
and the untried.”

There is an old story that Adam told Eve as they were 
leaving the Garden of Eden.

“We are just going through a period of transition,” Jones 
said. “Upheaval is normal. Will our response be tension or 
community, the fortress or the banquet?”

In retelling the story in Thornton Wilder’s novel The Bridge 
Of San Luis Rey, Jones noted that the death of the five people on 
the bridge caused a great deal of soul-searching in Lima, Peru.

“Such incidents demand soul-searching,” he said. “But we 
look for easy answers and someone to blame.”

In the novel, Brother Juniper tried to understand why 
the five people died. He developed an obsession over the 
victims. He tried to explain the mind of God with his sci-
entific inquiry. He wanted to tie up all the loose ends, but it 
was futile.

“It is futile to find out who is in and who is out,” Jones 
said. “After 9/11, British Prime Minister Tony Blair quoted 
the final passage of the book: ‘Between the land of the living 
and the land of the dead, the only bridge is love.’ And God 
loves everyone. God is the bridge of love, and that is what 
Jonah had to learn.

“What unites us believers, unbelievers and those in 
between are the questions,” he said. “What is life for, and 
why am I here? What is morality, and where does mine come 
from? People don’t look to science for those answers even 
if they reject religion. With the undertow of nihilism all 
around us, how do we live?”

Like Jonah, many of us would rather opt out. Part of the 
problem is the smallness of religion today.

“In the old world, we were content to let things moulder 
along and death and resurrection would come in good time. 
In America, you have extreme Christianity, action-figure Je-
sus. We hurry things along with the rapture, people going to 
heaven before the real end begins. It is a way of distracting 
us from the grace of being human,” Jones said.

We have the wrong diagnosis about the human condition, 
he said. We tend to see people as isolated humans. We have 
an absence of transcendent values. Where is the common 
good, the sense of the sacred?

“We shop for religion to suit our nature and our needs. 
We tend to believe that God ordains what we take for 
granted. When I was growing up, we knew it was better to 
be English than French.” The audience laughed, and he said, 
“OK — Italian.”

“The mystics tell us we are made for communing with 
each other and for life with God,” he said. “Do you know 
what the most scandalous claim was in early Christianity? 
Everyone mattered. People then did not think they counted, 
but they did. We need to recover this understanding. We 
need to re-imagine humanity in light of God’s gift.

“The consumer culture is one without sacrifices. It is a 
misdiagnosis of the human condition; appetite obscures the 
meaning of life as a gift,” he said. “We are meant for adven-
ture in community and moments of sacred awe are rare. 
We are blocked by waste, objects to consume not subjects to 
revere. We need joy and repentance to recover our vocation: 
Life is our vocation.”

Jones quoted T. S. Eliot, saying that we are theatergoers 
sitting in the dark waiting for the scene to change.

“It is in the darkness that we recover our roots. We enlarge 
our uncertainty; we are willing to be in more fundamental be-
wilderment,” Jones said. “It is deep, joyful and uncomfortable; 
it is not easy. Can we stand it? Can we be believers who make 
room for doubt and for those who don’t believe?

”This is not the way that religion is popularly seen. There 
are not final answers or solutions. We wait for the new 
scene,” he said. “Let’s get used to God’s lack of taste. In the 
midst of change, will there be a banquet where there is more 
than enough? Can we wake up before it’s too damn late?”

The morning began with the opening of the 139th Chau-
tauqua Assembly by Institution President Thomas M. Becker. 
He invited the congregation to have a “listening heart,” 
as Solomon asked of God, so he could govern justly and 
discern good and evil. He highlighted the radical vision of 
the founders of Chautauqua, which suggested that in this 
faithful community where diverse traditions come together, 
“the diversity animates the complex wonder of the human 
condition.”

The Rev. Joan Brown Campbell, director of the Depart-
ment of Religion, presided.

“Sundays at Chautauqua are rich and full,” she said, 
reminding the audience of all the programs that happen 
through the Department of Religion.

She introduced the 13 young adults from the International 
Order of the King’s Daughters and Sons. They come from the 
United States, the United Kingdom, Lebanon, Hong Kong 
and China. She also introduced the four young adults who 
will coordinate the Abrahamic Program for Young Adults.

The first highlight of the service happened during the 
Prayers of the People, when the Chautauqua family mile-
stones were called to mind. “Taps,” played by a bugler, fol-
lowed the prayer.

“Taps” is a version of “lights out,” written by Col. Daniel 
Butterfield during the 1862 peninsula campaign in Virginia. 
Oliver W. Norton played it first. He was from Erie, Pa., and 
was the husband of Lucy Fanning Norton, who donated 
Norton Hall in 1929.

The Chautauqua Choir followed the bugler with the 
anthem “Abide with Me” by William Henry Monk, arranged 
by Molly James.

The second highlight was a new hymn written by Todd 
and Lisa Thomas and sung by Todd Thomas. Todd, a former 
Chautauqua Opera Young Artist, will appear as Enrico in 
Lucia Di Lammermoor this season. Based on the poem “Bless 
This House” by Helen Taylor and set to music by May Han-
nah Brahe in 1927, the Thomases wrote words to reflect being 
at Chautauqua.

George Snyder, chairman of the Chautauqua Institution 
Board of Trustees, read the scripture lessons, Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 
4:1-11; and Mark 1:14-20. Todd Thomas read W.H. Auden’s 
poem “September 1, 1939.”

Jared Jacobsen, organist and worship and sacred music 
coordinator of the Institution, played “Vision of the Eternal 
Church” by Olivier Messiaen as the prelude and “Tu Es Pe-
tra” by Henri Mulet for the postlude. The Chautauqua Choir 
sang “Upon This Rock,” by John Ness Beck, and “Witness,” 
by Jack Halloran.

Bless This House

From each corner of these grounds echoes your creative sounds –
from the Mystic Heart at dawn to Music on the starlit lawn.
From our porches night and day bless our discourse, bless our play – 
sun-drenched pathways, moonlit lake, your creation for us to take.

Bless all those assembled here; open hearts and minds and ears.
All our creeds, we here unite – diversity shall flame our light.
Black or white, or gay or straight, all are welcome within this gate.
From the bell tow’r we hear ring, with one voice now let us sing:
Bless Chautauqua, Lord, as we strive to live, and love like Thee!

George Snyder, chairman of the Chautauqua board of trustees, read 
the scripture lessons, Jonah 3:1-5,10; 4:1-11 and Mark 1: 14-20. Todd 
Thomas read W.H. Auden’s poem September 1, 1939.  Jared Jacob-
sen, organist, worship and sacred music coordinator of the Institu-
tion, played “Vision of the Eternal Church” by Olivier Messiaen as 
the prelude and “Tu Es Petra” by Henry Mulet for the postlude. The 
Chautauqua Choir sang ”Upon This Rock” by John Ness Beck and 
“Witness” by Jack Halloran.
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R E L I G I O N

Column by mARy lEE TAlboT

Morning Worship

‘Let’s get used to God’s lack of taste’

MICHELLE KANAAR |  Staff Photographer
At top, the Very Rev. Alan Jones, chaplain for Week one, prepares 
backstage in the Amphitheater for the first Sunday morning 
worship service of the 2012 Chautauqua Season. Above, Jones 
delivers his sermon, “The Call to be Human.”

The Chautauquan Daily on the Web

Check out chqdaily.com this summer for the headlining 
stories from the Daily, multimedia content and a PDF of 
today’s newspaper.

The Everett Jewish Life 
Center at Chautauqua’s 2012 
lecture series begins at 3:30 
p.m. today with Brandeis 
University professor Re-
uven Kimelman speaking on 
“The Seduction of Eve: Why 
Did She Do It?” followed by 
a Brown Bag talk on “The 
Problem is Monogamy: The 
Jewish, Christian and Mus-
lim Conflict Over Jerusalem” 
at 12:15 p.m. Tuesday. 

A member of Brandeis 
University’s Department 
of Near Eastern and Judaic 
Studies, Kimelman teaches 
courses in classical rabbinic 
literature and directs doc-
toral work in Talmud, Mi-
drash, liturgy, ethics and the 
Jewish political tradition. 
His research and scholarly 
publications focus on the re-
lationship between historical 
and literary analysis. Among 
his most recent publications 
is The Mystical Meaning of 
“Lekah Dodi” and “Kabbalat 
Shabbat,” and Mah Tovu as a 
Psychological Introduction to 
Prayer, which he edited with 
colleagues Steven Katz and 
Steven Bayme.

Brandeis prof 
Kimelman to 
give first EJLCC 
lecture of 2012



Leah harrison
Staff Writer

Like their parents and 
grandparents, children ages 
three, four and five begin the 
2012 Season with a week of 
literary friends focusing on 
story characters brought to 
life in children’s literature.

This week, Children’s 
School participates in a theme 
that emulates the morning 

lecture platform, and today 
it celebrates author and illus-
trator Leo Lionni, creator of 
Inch by Inch, The Alphabet Tree 
and An Extraordinary Egg.

Devoted staff, thoughtful 
programming and constant 
interaction with the Chau-
tauqua community continue 
to set Children’s School apart 
as one of the nation’s most 
formative preschools. It com-
bines education, recreation 

and social interaction every 
weekday from 9 a.m. to noon.

Each day this week, the 
school will feature a different 
author and his characters. 
Tuesday is Bill Martin Jr. day; 
Wednesday focuses on Eric 
Carle; Mo Willems is covered 
on Thursday; and Friday 
presents Todd Parr.

Children’s School will again 
reflect the morning lectures in 
Week Four, “Water Matters.”

It also frequently interacts 
with other programs at the 
Institution, especially those 
in the performing arts. Stu-
dents from the School of Mu-
sic bring their instruments 
Fridays to demonstrate their 
sound, technique and to an-
swer questions. The opera 
and dance program perform-
ers, often dressed in their 
costumes and outfits, display 
their talents for the school.

Children can also look for-
ward to tending the new Dis-
covery Garden that opened 
last year. The garden provides 
a place for them to learn about 
insect life, water plants and to 
harvest some vegetables for 
snack time. The Fourth of July 
parade, storytime in the library 
and a visit from firefighters are 
also seasonal favorites.

There is very little staff 
turnover at Children’s School 

— many teachers, volun-
teers and monitors return 
every year to be involved. 
Some staff members have no 
breaks between their regu-
lar jobs and the beginning of 
Children’s School.

JoAnn Borg, a Califor-
nia kindergarten teacher, 
finished teaching her West 
Coast students at noon last 
Friday and welcomes the 
3-year-olds today.
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y o u T h

Yemi FaLodun
Staff Writer

It’s time to crack open a 
book, turn a page and wit-
ness a refreshing dawn for 
the 2012 CLSC young Read-
ers program.

young Readers, entering 
its 19th year, is under the 
new leadership of Teresa 
Adams, assistant director of 
the Department of Educa-
tion and Youth Services and 
director of Special Studies. 
The program is designed for 
children ages 10-14.

“We want to give them 
the overall experience of the 
characters in the book,” she 
said.

Adams replaces Jack 
Voelker, who served as the 
program’s director since its 
inception in 1994.

“I have always enjoyed 
reading the young Readers 
books far more than most of 
the adult books that someone 
might suggest to me,” said 
Voelker about the annual 
program that starts 4:15 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Alumni 
Hall Garden Room. “And I 
still do even if I’m not choos-
ing them anymore.”

This year’s nine selections 
include two nonfiction tales, 
six fiction books and an in-
spirational book of poetry.

on Wednesday, author 
Meg Wolitzer will visit the 
young Readers to discuss her 
book The Fingertips of Dun-
can Dorfman, which follows 
a young Scrabble player who 

has an unusual gift.
For Week Three, Reflec-

tions of a Peacemaker details 
the life of late 13-year-old 
poet Mattie J.T. Stepanek and 
his struggle with a rare form 
of muscular dystrophy.

In Week Eight, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning novel To Kill 
a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee, 
is this year’s “classic” book.

The books were chosen 
several months in advance 
from a pool of 171 sugges-
tions.

“People stop me along 
the way, saying ‘Have you 
thought of this?’” said Sherra 
Babcock, director of the De-
partment of Education. “In 
the fall, we like to sit down 
and ask, ‘What will make for 
a well-rounded season?’”

In addition to the nine 
books, Young Readers is im-
plementing a 15-minute dis-
cussion before each weekly 
meeting, followed by a cre-
ative outlet that allows the 
readers the chance to expe-
rience their books in a real-
world setting.

“In the A Long Walk for 
Water week, they will carry 
water like people in African 
villages,” said Adams.

The CLSC young Readers 
Medallion Award, given 
by the Veranda staff, will 
reward young readers who 
read 16 books from the 
young Readers historic 
book list of over 150 titles, 
including Jeffrey Simpson’s 
book, Chautauqua: An 
American Utopia.

Another engaging summer planned for CLSC Young Readers

Week One Children’s School parallels morning lecture platform theme

Calendar of Events
Week One, June 27
The Fingertips of Duncan Dorfman
By Meg Wolitzer
4:15 p.m., Alumni Hall, Garden Room

Week Two, July 3
Ninth Ward 
By Jewell Parker Rhodes
4:15 p.m., Alumni Hall, Garden 
Room

Week Three, July 11
Reflections of a Peacemaker
By Mattie J.T. Stepanek
4:15 p.m., Alumni Hall, Garden 
Room

Week Four, July 18
A Long Walk to Water
By Linda Sue Park
4:15 p.m., Alumni Hall, Ballroom

Week Five, July 25
The Wise Fool
By Shahrukh Husain and Micha 
Archer (Illustrator)
4:15 p.m., Alumni Hall, Garden Room

Week Six, August 1
Wonderstruck
By Brian Selznick
4:15 p.m., Alumni Hall, Garden 
Room

Week Seven, August 8
Okay for Now
By Gary Schmidt
4:15 p.m., Alumni Hall, Ballroom

Week Eight, August 15
To Kill a Mockingbird
By Harper Lee
4:15 p.m., Alumni Hall, Garden 
Room

Week Nine, August 22
The Greatest Presidential Stories 
Never Told
By Rick Beyer
4:15 p.m., Alumni Hall, Ballroom
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M U S I C

YEMI FALODUN
Staff Writer

This summer marks an-
other season of brilliant 
and determined musical 
talents, set on honing their 
skills, coming together 
to build relationships for 
now and the future.

The transition from a 
world away to Chautau-
qua can be difficult for the 
149 School of Music stu-
dents who hail from vari-
ous parts of the globe and 
bring with them different 
gifts and levels of mastery.

But there are remedies 
for that.

“In their college studies, 
you can bet they don’t get 
anything like the focus of 
three, four thousand peo-
ple in the Amphitheater 
looking at them on a Mon-
day night,” said Oliver 
Dow, the School of Music 
managing director, about 
the incoming students.

The Piano Play-In, the 
students’ first big group 
meeting, is at 2:30 p.m. to-
day in Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios. Students play for 
three to four minutes to 
showcase their skills and 
to give faculty an idea of 
what needs work.

“There can be a lot of 
tension because the stu-
dents are anxious about 
their place and where they 
fit in,” Nikki Melville, pi-
ano faculty member, said 
about the ice-breaker. “It’s 
a very nice musical-social 
event.”

Similarly, the Voice Pro-
gram Sing-In is 1–3 p.m. 
Tuesday in McKnight Hall, 
where all the Voice Pro-
gram students show off 
their chops and get famil-

iar with one another and 
the faculty.

“This is a time where 
those people who want 
to do this make up their 
mind,” said Marlena Malas, 
Voice Program chair. The 44 
students will now find out 
what they can do and more, 
after having survived the 
initial audition round with 
300 of their peers.

“It has been said that 
this is a gold mine of 
young singers,” Malas 
said, a voice veteran of 
more than 30 years.

But the School of Music, 
also known as the Chau-
tauqua Music Festival, 
holds much more. Some 
highlights include guests 
such as composer Ricky 
Ian Gordon, cellist Jolyon 
Pegis, the opera perfor-
mance of The Elixir of Love, 
the annual Piano Compe-
tition and returning Chau-
tauquan violinist and 2011 
Sigma Alpha Iota winner 
Laura Park’s solo concert.

“People can expect six 
really exciting concerts,” 
said Timothy Muffitt, the 
Music School Festival Or-
chestra’s music director 
and conductor. One more 
concert was added this 
year. The change, though 
welcomed, comes with its 
own set of hurdles.

“The big challenge is 
creating an orchestra from 
scratch,” Muffitt said. In 
what seems like one tick 
of a clock’s second hand, 
Muffitt and other faculty 
must refine and unite the 
82 instrumentalists.

Still, the School of Mu-
sic members are eager to 
provide an enthralling 
soundtrack and moving 
art to this summer.

New crop of
students promise 
spark for School 
of Music in 2012

Bellowe Lectureship sponsors Rosenblatt-Lear conversation

BUSKING IN THE SUNLIGHT

ADAM BIRKAN | Staff Photographer

Seven-year-old Nathalie Border plays the violin on Bestor Plaza Saturday, accompanied by her mother, Colleen.

The Eileen and Warren 
Martin Lectureship Fund 
for Emerging Studies in 
Bible and Theology endow-
ment sponsors the 2 p.m. 
Interfaith Lecture Series this 
week, featuring John Shelby 
Spong.

Warren Martin estab-
lished this permanent en-
dowment fund in 2007 to en-
hance lectures sponsored by 
the Department of Religion 
on topics of emerging and/
or cutting-edge studies in 
Bible and theology, with the 
ultimate goal of encouraging 
new understanding of previ-
ous scholarship. 

Inspiration from the lec-
tures of many theologians 
such as Marcus Borg and John 
Dominic Crossan ignited the 

Martins’ interest in creating 
an annual lectureship to sup-
port progressive thought in 
the field of religion. 

Although Eileen McCann 
Martin died in 2005, War-
ren’s gift, like every other as-
pect of his life, was made in 
tandem with the lively girl 
he met in the seventh grade 
in Sharpsville, Pa.

After becoming the first 
high school graduate on ei-
ther side of his family, War-
ren held a brief stint as a 
house painter and a clerk 
in the steel construction de-
partment at Westinghouse. 
He completed three years’ 
college work in 15 months 
by graduating from Wash-
ington and Jefferson College 
in the class of 1943, begin-

ning seminary studies that 
year at Western Theological 
Seminary, an antecedent of 
Pittsburgh Theological Sem-
inary. 

Following graduation, 
Warren served the Presby-
terian Church for 38 years, 
pastoring local congrega-
tions in Butler County, 
Reynoldsville, Apollo and 
Beaver, all in Pennsylvania, 
and working for 10 years in 
the development office of the 
seminary. 

Eileen, in the meantime, 
stayed at home until the 
youngest of their four chil-
dren started school, and then 
earned her bachelor’s degree 
in education. She taught 
third and fourth graders for 
21 years. The couple retired 

in 1983, and the years that 
followed allowed for travel, 
volunteering, hobbies and 
Chautauqua. 

Warren is a self-pro-
claimed mechanic by nature, 
a draftsman by trade and a 
preacher by calling, who 
currently lives at the Tel Hai 
Retirement Community in 
Honey Brook, Pa., and looks 
forward to his usual one 
week trek to Chautauqua 
each year.

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility 
of establishing an endowment 
to support the interfaith lec-
ture series or another aspect of 
Chautauqua’s program, please 
contact Karen Blozie at 357-
6244 or email her at kblozie@
ciweb.org. 

The Arnold and Jill Bel-
lowe Lectureship sponsors 
today’s 10:45 a.m. conversa-
tion with Norman Lear and 

Roger Rosenblatt.
Arnold Bellowe is the 

retired president and CEO 
of Forest City Auto Parts 
Company and was on the 
board of Tyler Corp. of Dal-
las, Texas. In Santa Barbara 
Mr. Bellowe is involved at 
Santa Barbara City College 
and the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara. He 
has also been involved in 
mentoring “at risk” youth 
and with organizations 
that promote mentoring. At 
Chautauqua Mr. Bellowe is a 
former member of the Chau-

tauqua Institution Board of 
Trustees and has worked on 
the Chautauqua Challenge 
Campaign, the Renewal 
Campaign, where he was the 
Theater Team chairman, and 
the Idea Campaign. He was 
also a member of the Devel-
opment Council.

Jill Bellowe, who holds a 
master’s degree in counsel-
ing, was a teacher and coun-
selor specializing in post-
traumatic stress disorder 
and stress management. She 
taught at Cuyahoga Com-
munity College and Santa 
Barbara Community Col-
lege. She was a founding 
member of the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Conservatory 
Theater, as well as president 
of the Friends from 1997 
to 1999. Currently, Jill is a 

member of the Chautauqua 
Institution Board of Trust-
ees and serves as chairman 
of the Program Policy Com-
mittee.

The Bellowes, formerly of 
Moreland Hills, Ohio, cur-
rently reside in Santa Bar-
bara, Calif. They have been 
summer residents of Chau-
tauqua Shores since 1972. 
They have two children, 
Stacy Bellowe Tager living in 
Los Angeles with her three 
children and Greg Bellowe 
of Chicago. The Bellowes’ 
three grandchildren — Jake, 
Jordan and Justin — are fol-
lowing the family tradition 
of Boys’ and Girls’ Club and 
summers in Chautauqua.

Martin Lectureship Fund supports Spong lectures
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FOR SALE
STEINWAY TIGER Mahogony 
Parlor Grand Piano- MFG, 1907-
- Appraised by Froess Piano of 
Erie 8/4/11- sound board- excel-
lent, pin block- excellent, ivory 
keys ,  regu la r l y  ma in ta ined, 
Asking Price- $20,000.00 Terms- 
cashiers check- call 814-449-
5400 in Edinboro, PA for appoint-
ment

JOBS WANTED
EXPERIENCED HOUSEKEEPER
willing to clean your house on a 
daily, weekly, or monthly basis. 
Can do deep cleans or quick 
cleans. Call Kerri at 716-450-
5960.

SERVICES
DOG WALKER Flexible hours, 
very responsible, caring dog 
lover Sammie PeckinpaughCell: 
858-776-7992 House:  357-
4191. Pricing Negotiable

C L A S S I F I E D S
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2013 SEASON
A CHARMING GUEST cottage. 
Sleeps two. Newly remodeled, 
park-like setting, patio, on-site 
parking, on tram & bus route. 
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless inter-
net, D/W, pet friendly. Week 9 
2012 Season. 716-357-2499

RENTAL 2013 full season or half 
season LOVELY, SPACIOUS 2 
bedroom, 2 bath unit off large 
porch on ground floor, full ameni-
ties, central A/C and heat, W/D, 
Wi-fi, excellent location, steps 
from amp and plaza, on bus and 
tram route. Call for appointment. 
357-5428

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath, modern, 
well furnished, fully equipped, 
huge sleeping and dining porch, 
A/C, HEAT, DW, W&D, cable, 
WiFi, Parking,Rent weekly or 
season 42 Foster. jimorris@mor-
ristrust.net, (716)490-1659.

2012 SEASON
NEW MODERN one bedroom 
apartment near Bestor Plaza, 
2nd floor A/C, W/D WiFi. Week 
3, 716-983-2162

WEEKS 3,4,8,& 9. 44 South 
Avenue, near Hall of Philosophy, 
bright, cheerful, on bus line, A/C, 
$1200/week. Karla 704-907-
9663.

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath, modern, 
well furnished, fully equipped, 
huge sleeping and dining porch, 
A/C, HEAT, DW, W&D, cable, 
WiFi, Parking, 42 Foster. jimor-
ris@morristrust.net, (716)490-
1659.

APARTMENTS  
FOR RENT

AVAILABLE WEEKS 7 and 8 
tv,AC half block from amp, 23 
Waugh, 3rd floor, deck, no pets. 
607-761-5388

PAUL MANOR  Newly Remodeled 
Apt. Sleeps 2, 1 block to Amp, 
Wks 6 & 8 $750 357-4583

CONDOS FOR RENT
OVERLOOK CONDO., 2 bed-
room, 2 bath, AC, W/D, parking, 
minimum 3 weeks, $2100/week, 
440-248-0228.

EDUCATION
CELLO TUTOR WANTED for 
our 10 year-old. Weeks 1-7. 
Please call (716)365-9134.

VIOLA TUTOR WANTED for 
our 8 year-old.  Weeks 1-7. 
Please call (716)365-9134.

EVENTS
CHAUTAUQUALAKEBIGFOOT.
COM BIGFOOTS are Living in 
Chautauqua County in Peace & 
Ha rmony  w i t h  ou r  Coun t y 
Neighbors... Watch the World’s 
First and only Bigfoot Convention 
available on Streaming Video, 
The Chautauqua Lake Bigfoot 
Expo recorded on May 6th, 2012 
f rom Chautauqua Su i tes  in 
Mayville, NY.

FOR RENT
TWO BEDROOM 2.5 bath Pines 
Unit.  Special discounted rate.  
Weeks 3, 8 and 9.   $1,150.  
Additional discount of 10% for 
two weeks.  Call (716) 338-6298.

FOR RENT
WEEK NINE: Charming house, 
16 Simpson.  Sleeps 8,eat-in 
k i t c h e n .  W / D ,  2  p o r c h -
es.357-5357. $2000.

FOR SALE
CHQ CHARMS New. Ice cream 
cone, rocking chair & more. 
Avai lable @ On the Plaza in 
Colonnade bldg. 357-3955

ELECTRIC SCOOTER 4-wheel 
fully serviced,light, attachments, 
cover, $1200 753-2061

SERVICES

 
WANTED

ANY MUSICIANS interested in 
playing for fun.  Second violin/
violist available. Contact Anne 
at 357-4933.

WANTED TO BUY
WANTED TO  buy NU Step 
4000 exerciser email ciancio@
buffalo.edu

Transportation
AIRPORT TRANSFERS. Pick 
up and return. Will service the 
following airports: Buf. Erie, 
Jamestown, Pitt, and Cleve. 
Our car or yours. Call for pric-
ing. Lowest pricing on Lake. 
Greg 814-598-6071

“I know that he consid-
ered education important for 
everybody,” Mary said. “And 
of course, he was always edu-
cating himself. He was a great 
question-asker.”

One of Oliver’s friends 
recently told Mary he could 
imagine Oliver in heaven, 
badgering God with ques-
tions about the universe.

Members of the St. Louis 
Symphony requested to play 
at Langenberg’s memorial 
service because of his long-
time support of the sympho-
ny. They played “Onward 
Christian Soldiers” and “Bat-
tle Hymn of the Republic.”

“As my son, Bill, said, 
‘Oliver didn’t like wimpy 
hymns,’” Mary said. “It was a 
beautiful service.”

Ever-tolerant, ever an ad-
vocate for diversity, Oliver 
embraced a large variety of 
people.

“Most especially, Ollie 
was interested in you and 
me,” Danforth said. “His 
enthusiasm for people and 
company never wavered. 
His eyes lit up when he was 
learning something interest-
ing or when he thought of 
something humorous to add 
to the occasion … his energy 
seemed boundless.”

Oliver’s stepson William 
Polk Jr. elaborated in pre-
pared remarks about his 
stepfather’s unmatched en-
thusiasm.

“The source of Ollie Lan-
genberg’s boundless energy 
and his sense of purpose was 
the pleasure he gained from 
interacting with others,” Polk 
said.

Oliver and Bill were 
“joined at the hip,” Mary 
said. Oliver served as the 
best man in Bill’s wedding, 
and Bill named his first child 
after Oliver.

“Bill really knew him 
well,” she said.

Born in St. Louis, Mo., 
Oliver graduated from Princ-
eton in 1935 with a bachelor’s 
in philosophy, according 
to an April 2 article in the 
St. Louis Beacon. Most of his 
business career took place at 
A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc., 
now Wells Fargo Advisors. 
Oliver served as senior vice 
president for institutional 
sales and research, a member 

of the board of directors, and 
head of the board’s finance 
committee at A.G. Edwards. 
At Wells Fargo, he was se-
nior vice president of invest-
ments, the Beacon reported.

An accomplished tennis 
and squash player, Oliver 
collected trophies from ten-
nis matches over the years.

“We had so many trophies, 
I was practically using them 
for doorstops,” Mary said.

“He was proud of his ac-
complishments, but he never 
flaunted them,” Polk said. 
“Rather, he saw them as an 
opportunity to set an exam-
ple of how to live your life 
well and to contribute.”

Langenberg loved invest-
ing and stock-picking just as 
much as he loved everything 
else, and he continued to go 
into the office almost every 
day up to two weeks before 
he died.

Follansbee said when Oli-
ver did take time off to come 
to Chautauqua, he would be 
in the front row for every 
morning lecture.  

“When I would go see him 
afterwards, he was eager to 
discuss and debate with me 
that with which he agreed 
and certainly that with 
which he disagreed,” Fol-
lansbee said.

For the past 30 years, Oli-
ver and Mary would visit 
Chautauqua. He also enjoyed 
art and music at the Institu-
tion and participated in the 
Old First Night Run every 
year until he was 90 years 
old. Often, he would finish 
first for his age group. The 
couple also occasionally reg-
istered for Special Studies.

“I remember one time, he 
signed up for a class in feng 
shui,” Mary said. “He was 
quite involved with that be-
cause of the class. When he 
got home, he said ‘Well, now 
we’ve got to rearrange our 
house here because the feng 
shui isn’t all that good.’ But I 
talked him out of that.”

Oliver first heard of Chau-
tauqua from his cousin, John 
Langenberg. Mary had not 
heard of the Institution be-
fore and said she was luke-
warm about visiting.

“I agreed to go to Chau-
tauqua for a week,” Mary 
said. “Well, by the end of the 
week, I was addicted. It was 
instant chemistry, and so I 
said to Oliver, ‘Let’s stay on 
another week.’”

His appreciation for the 
“Chautauqua mix” no doubt 
stemmed from his inclusive 
nature.

“His grace and humility 
were legendary,” Polk said. 
“His respect of other points 
of view gave weight to his 
own. He was not afraid to 
change his position if per-
suaded he was wrong.”

Brian Selden, a lifelong 
Chautauquan whose grand-
father became close friends 
with Oliver at Princeton, 
once worked as supervi-
sor at the Institution’s Main 
Gate, where he first met Oli-
ver and Mary.  

“He and his wife had 
heard that there was some-
one at the Main Gate named 
Selden, and they stopped by 
to see if I was related to his 
good friend, Bill,” Selden 
said. “That was in 1990.”

Those who knew him re-
marked especially on Oli-
ver’s ability to embrace life 
with an infectious smile.

“One of the things that 
was so special about him 
is the energy that he car-
ried with him around the 
grounds and how quickly 
he could brighten a room,” 
Selden said.  

“He was as quick to smile 
as anyone that I have ever 
met and absolutely passion-
ate about any community 
he was a part of … in a very 
inclusive way,” he said. “He 
had the curiosity and joy that 
exemplified the very best of 
Chautauquans.”

Always interested in new 
questions and ideas, Oliver 
was perhaps one of the great-

est proponents of Chautau-
qua’s mission of embracing 
lifelong learning.

“Some of us will remem-
ber his inquiring mind,” Polk 
said, “his relentless thirst for 
knowledge that attracted 
him to all manner and kinds 
of subjects — from the lib-
eral arts to the hard sciences. 
And he always wanted to en-
gage others in matters that 
were of interest to him.”

Oliver believed that en-
couraging education of oth-
ers was just as important as 
educating oneself.

“He was very curious, 
always anxious to learn 
more,” Mary said. “When 
people talk about him, they 
always talk about his curios-
ity. Always trying to learn 
more for himself, and also 
considering it so important 
for everybody else to have a 
good education, learn what 
they needed to know to lead 
a good life.”

The Beacon reported that 
including his wife, Mary, 
Oliver is survived by his son, 
Peter Langenberg; his daugh-
ter, Alice L. Abrams (Walter); 
and his stepson, William 
L. Polk Jr. (Carrie); seven 
grandchildren and one great-
grandson.

“From my understand-
ing, his great passions in the 
world were his wife, Princ-
eton, Chautauqua and the 
Saint Louis Art Museum,” 
Selden said.

“What a life Oliver Lan-
genberg had,” Danforth said 
in his eulogy remarks. “May 
we all aspire to do as well 
with our own.”

LANGENBERG
FROM PAGE 1

ADAM BIRKAN | Staff Photographer
Chautauqua Foundation CEO Geof Follansbee announces a 
gift honoring Oliver Langenberg, which is “one of, if not the 
most, significant” in the Foundation’s history. Follansbee was 
addressing the gathering at a dinner celebrating the Foundation’s 
75th anniversary Friday at the Athenaeum Hotel.
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B I R D ,  T R E E  &  G A R D E N

BEVERLY HAZEN
Staff Writer

For those curious about 
water invertebrates — the 
animals without backbones 
sometimes referred to as 
water bugs — zoologist Tom 
Erlandson will conduct the 
season’s first Lake Walk at 
6:30 p.m. today beginning on 
the covered porch at Heinz 
Beach, below the Youth Ac-

tivities Center.
Erlandson returns this 

season after having thor-
oughly enjoyed last year’s ex-
perience, he said.

“I’ll talk about the role of 
invertebrates in the lake eco-
system,” Erlandson said. “If 
people have hand lenses or 
magnifying glasses, bring 
them, especially for the kids.”

Erlandson earned his Mas-
ter of Science in entomology 

and a doctorate in zoology 
from the University of Wis-
consin. At Jamestown Com-
munity College, he taught bi-
ology and geology from 1971 
to 1998.

The Lake Walk is a Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club-spon-
sored program in partner-
ship with the Chautauqua 
Watershed Conservancy. An 
adult should accompany chil-
dren under 12 years old.

Looking for

BTG begins season of Lake Walks
‘BUGS’

PHOTOS BY ERIC SHEA | Staff Photographer

Dragonflies on Chautauqua Lake

MICHELLE KANAAR | Staff Photographer

“Early birds” are welcome 
to meet Tina Nelson, 
nature guide, at 7:30 a.m. 
Tuesday at the entrance to 
Smith Wilkes Hall for a Bird 
Walk & Talk. Rain or shine, 
binoculars optional.

BTG SPONSORS 
BIRD WALK & 
TALK

Police

The Chautauqua 
Police Department, 
located behind the 
Colonnade, is open 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. during 
the season (716-357-
6225). After 5 p.m., 
Main Gate security 
may be contacted at 
716-357-6279.

In case of emergency, 
phone 911.
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P R O G R A M

M
MONDAY
JUNE 25

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation. 
Leader: Dariel Woltz (Yoga/
Meditation). Bring gate pass. Main 
Gate Welcome Center Conference 
Room

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored by 
Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:30 Ticket distribution for today’s 

4 p.m. Logan Chamber Music 
Concert. Line forms on the red 
brick walk in front of Colonnade. 
In case of rain, tickets will be 
distributed at 8 a.m.

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. “Becoming 
Human: Exile and Covenant,” 
The Very Rev. Alan Jones, Dean 
Emeritus, Grace Cathedral, San 
Francisco. Amphitheater

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. Norman Lear, TV 
writer and producer; Roger 
Rosenblatt, author, Kayak Morning. 
Amphitheater

12:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Mini-Reviews 
and Book Discussions. 

Horoscopes for the Dead by 
Billy Collins. Reviewed by Bill 
Pfefferkorn. Alumni Hall Porch 

12:15 Knitting. (Sponsored by the Dept. 
of Religion.) “Women4Women–
Knitting4Peace.” Hall of Missions

1:00 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Alumni 
Association Docent Tours of 
Alumni Hall and Pioneer Hall. 

1:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Book Discussion.
Horoscopes for the Dead by Billy 
Collins. Jeffrey Miller, CLSC 
activities coordinator, moderator. 
Alumni Hall Garden Room

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
John Shelby Spong, retired 
Episcopal Bishop of Newark. Hall of 
Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 (2:30-4) PIANO PLAY-IN. (School of 
Music.) Sherwood-Marsh Studios

3:10 (3:10-4) Art of Investing. Discussion 
group. Smith Memorial Library

3:30 (3:30-5:00) Lecture.(Programmed 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center.) 
“The Seduction of Eve: Why did 
She Do It?” Dr. Reuven Kimelman. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

4:00 (4-5) Brick Walk Cafe Open 
House. Performance by Kev Rowe 
begins at 5 p.m.

4:00 CHAMBER MUSIC.* East of the 
River. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

 *Free tickets — two per person — 
for today’s concert will be distributed, 
first-come, first-served, on the red 
brick walk in front of the Colonnade 
at 8:30 a.m. (8 a.m. if rain.) The line 
begins to form around 7:30 a.m. 
Ticket holders will be admitted to 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall until 3:50 
p.m. After that time, all empty seats 
become available on a first-come 
basis. No seats may be saved.

4:00 A Conversation between Roger 
Rosenblatt, author, Kayak Morning,
and John Shelby Spong, The 
Most Reverend Episcopal Bishop 
of Newark (retired).  (co-sponsored 
by the Depts. of Education and 
Religion.) Hall of Philosophy

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

6:30 Lake Walk. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club with the Chautauqua 
Watershed Conservancy.) 
“Exploring for Invertebrates.” Tom 
Erlandson, zoologist. Meet at the 
covered porch at Heinz Beach 
(Below the YAC.)

7:00 Palestine Park Program.  
“A Journey Through Biblical 
Times.” Palestine Park

7:00 Introduction to the Labyrinth. 
(Sponsored by the Dept. of Religion.) 
Bring gate pass. Located adjacent to 
Turner Community Center

7:00 Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults. Icebreaker activities at Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club volleyball courts

8:15 SPECIAL. Pablo Ziegler Classical 
Tango Quartet. Amphitheater

Tu
TUESDAY
JUNE 26

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Dariel Woltz 
(Yoga/Meditation). Bring gate 
pass. Main Gate Welcome Center 
Conference Room. 

7:30 Bird Talk & Walk. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Tina Nelson. Rain or shine. 
Bring binoculars. Meet at Smith 
Wilkes Hall entrance

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the Good 

Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 DEVOTIONAL HOUR.  “Lost in 
the Kingdom of ‘Whatever’: the 
Seduction of Pleasing Ourselves,” 
The Very Rev. Alan Jones, Dean 
Emeritus, Grace Cathedral, San 
Francisco. Amphitheater

9:30 Young Women’s Group. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Women’s Club 
House Porch

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45 LECTURE. “Funny Side Up,” Jules 
Feiffer, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
cartoonist; Roger Rosenblatt. 
Amphitheater

12:00 (12-2) Tell Your CHQ Story. Video 
Interview Booth. St. Elmo porch

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) “Ducks and Geese 
of the Marsh.” Russ Kerr, wildlife 
photographer. Smith Wilkes Hall 

12:15 (12:15-1:15) Brown Bag. “Meet 
and Greet Social.” (Sponsored by 
Metropolitan Community Church.) 
Chautauqua Gay and Lesbian 
Community. Alumni Hall Garden Room 

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Writers’ Center.) “Disaster 
Relief: Why Poets Respond to 
Tragedies.” Joan Murray, poet-in-
residence. Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Brown Bag. (Programmed by the 
Everett Jewish Life Center) “The 
Problem is Monogamy: The Jewish, 
Christian and Muslim Conflict 
over Jerusalem.” Dr. Reuven 
Kimelman. Everett Jewish Life 
Center

12:15  Tallman Tracker Organ Mini-
Concert: “Welcome Back!” Jared 
Jacobsen, organist. Hall of Christ

12:30 (12:30–1:55) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices of 
World Religions Seminar. “Peace 
in this Moment.” Michael Woltz 
(Yoga and Meditation) Donation. 
Hall of Missions 

1:00 (1-3) Voice Program “Sing In.” 
(School of Music.) McKnight Hall

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. For men and 

women. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Fee. 
Women’s Clubhouse

1:15 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Sports Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
John Shelby Spong, retired 
Episcopal Bishop of Newark. Hall of 
Philosophy

2:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 (2:30-4) Piano Master Class/
Lessons. (School of Music.) Fee. 
Sherwood-Marsh Studios 

3:15 Social Hour Denominational 
Houses

3:15 Hebrew Congregation 
Conversation & Refreshments. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture 
Series. “The Athenaeum at Cayalá, 
Guatamala: Precedent and Symbol 
in the Making of a New Civic 
Building.” Richard Economakis, 
assoc. professor of architecture, 
Univ. of Notre Dame. Hall of Christ

4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

4:15 Garden Walk. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Joe McMaster. Meet under 
green awning at lake side of Smith 
Wilkes Hall.

4:30 Knitting4Workshop. (Sponsored 
by the Dept. of Religion.) Kate 
Simmons. Hurlbut Church

5:00 (5–7) Chautauqua Connections 
Picnic. Opening picnic for sponsors 
and Orchestra, Voice, Piano and 
Dance students. Meal provided. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall lawn

7:00 Visual Arts Lecture Series. 
Audrey Ushenko, painting faculty, 
Indiana University, Hultquist Center

7:00 Bible Study. (Sponsored by 
the Dept. of Religion.) “The 
Compassionate Christ.” The Rev. 
Dr. J. Paul Womack, leader. United 
Methodist House

8:00 Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults. Porch chat with Alan and 
Cricket Jones. Pastor Paul Womack’s 
porch, across from Hurlbut Church

8:15 SPECIAL. Swingle Singers.
(Community Appreciation Night.)
Amphitheater

FARE ON THE SQUARE

ADAM BIRKAN | Staff Photographer

At right, Jon Pericak spreads barbecue sauce on chicken at 
the annual Chautauqua Volunteer Fire Department Chicken 

Barbecue Sunday afternoon. Pericak is a six-year veteran of the 
fundraiser, which is catered by Chiavetta’s. 

MICHELLE KANAAR | Staff Photographer

Brothers Paul Ritacco III (red shirt), 5, 
and Christian Ritacco (red and white 
stripe shirt), 3, enjoy some chicken on 
Bestor Plaza Sunday afternoon. 
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