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Tewell to
reflect on
elegant
universe

TIME,

S T I L L C H A R M ED

mary lee talbot
Staff Writer

The Rev. Thomas K.
Tewell, executive director of Faith-Based Ministries for Atlanta’s Cousins Foundation and Week
One chaplain-in-residence,
begins his exploration of
“Our Elegant Universe”
with a sermon on “The
Crown of God’s Creation”
at the 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Service of Worship in the
Amphitheater.
An ordained Presbyterian minister for more than
35 years, Tewell will also
preach Monday through
Friday at the 9:15 a.m. Devotional Hour, also in the
Amphitheater. His topics
will include, “Why?,” “The
Junk Man,” “God’s Price
Tags,” “The Two Greatest Days of Your Life” and
“The Strange Case of Arabella Young.”
Tewell first heard about
Chautauqua
Institution
while growing up in the
Pittsburgh suburb of Mt.
Lebanon.
“Some of Pittsburgh’s
greatest
Presbyterian
preachers came to Chautauqua to preach,” Tewell said.
“As a young seminary student, I always dreamed of
preaching at Chautauqua.”
Tewell first preached at
Chautauqua in the 1990s
while pastor of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church
in New York City.
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Popular a capella group Straight No Chaser performs on Aug. 24, 2012, in the Amphitheater. They return for the third consecutive season at 8:15 p.m. Saturday.

Straight No Chaser rides the a cappella wave back to Chautauqua
sean philip cotter
Staff Writer

S

traight No Chaser’s Jerome Collins
can’t wait to return to Chautauqua.
The tenor and his groupmates
have performed at the Institution
both of the past two summers, and the
Amphitheater has quickly become one of
his favorite places to perform, he said. For
Collins, it’s the audience that makes Institution shows so memorable.
“It was a pretty wild crowd,” he said
of his first two shows here, a layer of surprise coating his voice. “It’s cool to see
that at an a cappella concert.”
He expects to see the same kind of

enthusiasm Saturday, when Straight No
Chaser takes to the Amphitheater stage at
8:15 p.m.
“It’s become something of a tradition,”
he said, and it’s one he’s glad to continue.
He finds Chautauqua inviting because of
the people.
“Everyone treats us with such respect,”
he said.
The group’s 1998 rendition of “The 12
Days of Christmas” — based on a classic
comedic version, with some of Straight
No Chaser’s creative flair mixed in —
catapulted the 10-man crew to stardom
when a video of the performance found
its way onto YouTube in 2006.
“It became bigger than our wildest

dreams,” Collins said.
Straight No Chaser, whose members
met at Indiana University in the mid1990s, released Under the Influence this
May on Atlantic Records. The group’s
fourth major-label album features cover
versions of a wide array of pop songs.
From Stevie Wonder’s “Signed, Sealed,
Delivered,” to Elton John’s “Don’t Let the
Sun Go Down on Me,” to Adele’s “Rolling
in the Deep,” classics old and new found
their way onto the album. What makes
this album unusual is the number of guest
appearances by the songs’ original artists.
Collins said he was blown away by how
willing famous artists were to lend their
voices to the album.

see SNC, page A4

see TEWELL, page A4

New Visitors Center on plaza seeks to demystify Chautauqua
john ford
Staff Writer

With a primary mission to
welcome, assist, educate and
demystify Chautauqua for
the one-third of seasonal visitors who are on the grounds
for the first time, the Institution has opened a new Visitors Center in the Post Office
Building on Bestor Plaza.
George Murphy, vice president and chief marketing officer, said research with visitors revealed two main issues

which the new Visitors Center is designed to address.
“First, we found there are
far more first-time visitors
— up to one-third of those
on the grounds at any point
in the season — than we
thought,” he said. “Secondly,
these visitors knew less than
we thought about Chautauqua. We felt we had to do
more to assist them.”
The new center, in a prime
location on the grounds, will
offer a large information desk
with salaried and volunteer

support staff and accommodations services.
“Using flashlights at night
on the grounds and the availability of two 18-hole golf
courses just across the road
are two of the many bits of
information visitors this summer will not miss,” Murphy
said. “Then there’s the whole
matter of the weekly schedule, which can involve 250
different events and can understandably be quite overwhelming to newcomers.”
Institution
marketing

opera

manager Vanessa Weinert,
who played a key role in developing the new center, said
that data and surveys further showed that at least 50
percent of Athenaeum Hotel
guests are new to the hotel.
“This underscored, for us,
the need to make new and
frequent visitors alike feel
comfortable here and feel
that Chautauqua is theirs,”
she said.
see visitor, page A4
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Vanessa Weinert, marketing manager for Chautauqua Institution,
speaks to community volunteers Monday in the Visitors Center.
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10th Writers’ Festival unites writers, readers
Briefly
news from around the grounds
The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended to provide space for announcements from Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a story, it should
not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information to Gavin Higbie in
the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide name of organization,
time and place of meeting and one contact person’s name with phone
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.
Friends of Chautauqua Theater news
• Friends of Chautauqua Theater’s “Meet the Company”
will be held at 2:30 p.m. Sunday in Smith Wilkes Hall. After the meeting, ice cream will be available. For members
of the Friends; you can join at the door. For more information, contact Alice O’Grady at 716-237-1114.
• “Adopt Match” will take place at 4:30 p.m. Sunday in Smith
Wilkes Hall. Adoptive “parents” will make connections
with their adoptees from the Chautauqua Theater Company.
For more information, contact Alice O’Grady at 716-237-1114.
CLSC Alumni Association coffee hour/meet and greet
Reconnect with fellow alumni and Chautauqua friends to
plan your week and check alumni schedules. It will be held
from 9 to 10:15 a.m. Monday on the Alumni Hall porch.
Chautauqua Connections Opening Picnic
The Chautauqua Connections Opening Picnic for Voice
Program, Music School Festival Orchestra, Piano Program
students, Festival and Apprentice dancers and Chautauquan Daily interns, and their sponsors, will be held rain
or shine at 5 p.m. Tuesday on the Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall
lawn. Call Susan Helm at 716-357-5799 with questions.
Chautauqua Women’s Club news
• All Chautauqua Women’s Club members are invited to
come to the Clubhouse at 4:30 p.m. Monday to welcome the
2013 Season. This is your first invitation to “be cool” in the
air conditioning at the newly renovated house.
• The Chautauqua Women’s Club invites members to
come to the Clubhouse from 5 to 8 p.m. Sunday to play
Mah Jongg. Bring your National Mah Jongg League 201213 card. Cards will be available at the door, along with
Women’s Club memberships, or may be purchased at the
Chautauqua Bookstore.
Brown Bag knitting and crocheting
Join women4women-knitting4peace from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m.
Monday to celebrate the organization’s seventh anniversary.
Members have created over 30,000 items for women and children in local and global areas of suffering and conflict. The
Brown Bag will be held in the Hall of Missions’ West Classroom. For information, contact Susan at 303-918-4617.
CLSC Science Group morning lecture
The CLSC Science Group will hold a lecture with Dr. David
J. Dausey, professor of public health at Mercyhurst University, titled “Public Health Aspects of Medicare Reform” at 9
a.m. Monday in Smith Wilkes Hall.
CLSC Brown Bag book review, discussion
The CLSC Brown Bag book review will be held at 12:15
p.m. Monday on the porch of Alumni Hall. The Last Ape
Standing by Chip Walter will be reviewed by Michael Gelfand. At 1:15 p.m., CLSC activities coordinator Jeff Miller
will lead a discussion of the book. It will be helpful to have
read the book, though all are welcome to attend.
Duplicate bridge at the Sports Club
Sports Club duplicate bridge will be played at 7 p.m. Sunday.
Open Mic at Alumni Hall
At 5 p.m. every Sunday, all are invited to an open mic session, held in the Alumni Hall Ballroom. Read your own
poetry or prose to a receptive audience. Sponsored by
Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends.
Lemon tart sale benefits Chautauqua Fund
At noon every Monday of the season, Herb Keyser will be
selling his lemon tarts at his new location near the Amphitheater Gazebo. All proceeds benefit the Chautauqua
Fund. Additionally, he will deliver lemon tarts, chocolate
surprises and summer pudding anywhere on the grounds
any day of the week. Keyser will take orders at his cart and
over the phone at 716-357-6407 or 716-357-3449.

kelsey burritt
Staff Writer

On the afternoon of Friday,
June 14, award-winning prose
writer Ann Pancake sat in a
rocking chair on the porch of
the Athenaeum Hotel, looking
out over Chautauqua Lake.
Around the corner, novelist
Anthony Doerr sat next to a
student, holding a manuscript
with handwritten notes. By
the balcony, students Jack Lindy and C. Richele O’Connor
talked about their writing.
It was one of the quiet moments during the 10th annual
Chautauqua Writers’ Festival,
which started last Thursday,
June 13, and went through
Sunday, June 16. By the second
day, participants had already
attended workshops, a faculty
reading, a poetry panel and a
publishing panel. The cast of
characters on the porch enjoyed a breath of fresh air before the fiction panel later that
evening.
“A lot of these people — all
of us — we’re pretty isolated
in the way that we don’t have
writers all around us unless
we’re in a program,” Pancake
said. “It’s part of a culture
that’s not very valued — writing literature — so to come to a
place like this, where there are
a lot of people who do value it,
validates what they’re doing.”
Although this is the festival’s 10th season, this is the
second year it has taken place
at the Athenaeum Hotel. In
years past, the participants
were divided between lodging
in the hotel and in Bellinger
Hall. The fiction panel, featuring Doerr and Pancake, took
place in the Athenaeum Parlor.
“The more seriously you
take your efforts in writing,
the more seriously the people
around you will take them,
too,” Doerr said during the
panel discussion. “Maybe it
is a matter of investing financially, the way that many of
you have invested financially
in taking a risk in your life
and coming to a workshop
like this.”
Doerr, author of The Shell
Collector, said he works in an
apartment that he rents outside of his house. During his
10- or 11-hour-long work days,
he wears a pair of rifle-shooting, chainsaw-operating earmuffs.
Pancake has to write as
soon as she wakes up.
“I have to do it closer
to sleep or really closer to
dreaming,” she said.
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TOP: Participant Irene Domenico (left), from Buffalo, N.Y., talks with author Ann Pancake after the
Fiction Panel at the pre-season Chautauqua Writers’ Festival on June 14 at the Athenaeum Hotel.
This year marked the festival’s 10th anniversary. ABOVE: Writers’ Festival faculty members Anthony
Doerr (left) and Ann Pancake answer questions from the audience at the June 14 Fiction Panel at the
Athenaeum Hotel. George Looney (right), co-director of the festival, moderated the discussion.

VIEW THE VIDEO
accompanying this story at CHQDaily.com
O’Connor, too, said she
woke up that morning and
immediately began writing.
“I just opened the shade, I
looked out and I journaled,”
she said. “I’m constantly looking out. I sit where I can see.”
O’Connor, a teacher at
Wright State University,
enrolled in Doerr’s fiction
workshop, while Lindy enrolled in Barbara Hurd’s nonfiction workshop. Other distinguished workshop leaders
included Scott Russell Sanders, Stephen Dunn and Margaret Gibson.
“Today we talked about dialogue and how you shouldn’t
say ‘he muttered incomprehensibly,’ or, ‘he asked querulously,’ ” said O’Connor. “You

should just let the dialogue
show that he was curious or
had a query.”
“One of the interesting
things that [Hurd] was challenging our group with was:
What is the role of the imagination in memoir?” said Lindy. “It’s not the narration of
particular events; that’s part
of it, but you have to go beyond that.”
The entire festival faculty
had taught in previous years at
the Chautauqua Writers’ Festival. Their invitation to this
festival was a kind of honor,
indicating that their presence
was essential to celebrating
the festival’s 10 years.
Writers’ Festival directors
and long time Chautauquans

Diana Hume George, George
Looney and Philip Terman
also gave readings of their
work as part of the 10th-anniversary celebration.
“People who were teaching
classes 10 years ago are now
well known in the literary
field,” said Sherra Babcock,
vice president and Emily and
Richard Smucker Chair for
Education. “People who are
now becoming important are
more willing to teach here because they see that somebody
they admire has taught here
before.”
“I write incessantly, but I
have no direction,” said Irene
Domenico, a festival participant from Buffalo, N.Y.
“There is something to be
said for being practiced, and
being able to learn from people who are practiced at something,” she said. “I think I’ve
picked up a lot that could only
be learned with time. It’s like
apprenticeship.”
“Jack and I are both cancer survivors, so this has really been food for our soul,”
O’Connor said.
This year was Pancake’s
fourth time teaching at the festival. The reason she returns?
“The community,” she
said. “The people here. Definitely the people.”
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A Vision Bigger Than Ourselves

“

he glory of God is most clearly seen in a human
being fully alive.”
These words by St. Irenaeus in the Second
Century sets the stage for the sermons that I am
going to be preaching this coming week here at Chautauqua.
As we consider the theme for this week, “Our Elegant
Universe,” I am going to make the case that human beings
are the crown of God’s creation. The Bible tells us that we
are created in the image of God. Human beings are intended
to reflect the glory of our creator. But, despite this inspiring
purpose for our lives, so many individuals in our society
suffer from low self-esteem, depression and despair.
As Henry David Thoreau said, “The majority of people
lead lives of quiet desperation.”
Author William Styron echoes Thoreau’s thoughts in his
classic work on depression, A Darkness Visible: “Many people
who are depressed live life in slow motion, as if they are
drowning in quicksand.” What a metaphor for the impact
that depression and despair have on our lives. We feel like
we are sinking, going under, with no way out. Depression
saps our energy and robs us of hope.
I believe that the antidote to depression and despair is
finding a reason for living that is bigger than ourselves. The
prolific biblical commentator William Barclay said, “There
are two great days in a person’s life: the day you are born
and the day you discover why.”
When we come to the realization that we are created in
the image of God for a purpose, our lives are never the same
again. We start to live for something bigger than ourselves.
We all want a vision that captures our imagination and
stretches us beyond what we ever thought we could become.
The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. discovered his life’s purpose in speaking up for the voiceless in society and standing
up for the dignity of every human being. Fifty years ago, in
April 1963, King wrote his eloquent Letter from the Birmingham Jail, which helped turn the tide of public opinion in
America away from segregation and toward reconciliation
and justice.

From the Pulpit
Guest Column by THE Rev. Thomas Tewell
King inspired several generations of Americans to stand
up and speak up for what is right — for a cause bigger than
themselves — with these words from that famous letter:
“I am cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities
and states. I cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and not be concerned about what happens in Birmingham. Injustice everywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an
inescapable network of mutually, tied in a single garment of
destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.
“We have waited for more than 340 years for our constitutional and God-given rights. Perhaps it is easy for those who
have never felt the stinging darts of segregation to say, Wait.
But when you have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers
and fathers at will and drown your sisters and brothers at
whim; when you take a cross-country drive and find it necessary to sleep night after night in the uncomfortable corners
of your automobile because no motel will accept you; when
you are humiliated day in and day out by nagging signs
reading ‘white’ and ‘colored’; when you are forever fighting a
degenerating sense of ‘nobodiness’ — then you will understand why we find it difficult to wait.”
King discovered his own voice as he spoke up for those
who felt like “nobodys.” In fact, as he spoke up for them —
and marched for them — the “nobodys” realized that they
were somebodys. They realized that they were people of

Week One explores most universal of topics
Chautauqua
Institution
opens the 2013 season with a
new approach to engagement
on the grounds as Week One
takes a large and inclusive
topic — the universe — and
delivers a week of engrossing lectures and interactive
actitives for the whole family.
The morning lecture series begins Monday with an
exploration into the wonders
of the cosmos, an understanding of space and time
and the most basic questions of existence. Morning
lectures will examine “Our
Elegant Universe,” while the
afternoon Interfaith Lectures
will explore the spiritual
story titled “Journey of the
Universe.”
Columbia University theoretical physicist Brian Greene,
author of The Hidden Reality:
Parallel Universes and the Deep
Laws of the Cosmos, kicks off
the week and season with an
introduction to superstring
theory and how it shapes our
understanding of the universe
at 10:45 a.m. Monday.
On Tuesday, NASA Ames
astrophysicist Natalie Batalha will share findings from
the Kepler Mission, where
she is mission scientist, and
its importance to NASA, the
scientific community and humankind.
Jim Holt, a longtime contributor to The New Yorker,

Our Elegant
Universe
where he has written on
string theory, time, infinity,
numbers, humor, logic and
truth, among other topics,
will speak on Wednesday.
Holt’s bestselling 2012 book
Why Does the World Exist?:
An Existential Detective Story
was a National Book Critics Circle Award finalist for
general nonfiction and was
named one of the 10 best
books of the year by The New
York Times Book Review.
Chautauqua favorite Kobie Boykins, an engineer
with the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory, returns to
the grounds to speak on
Thursday about the immediate and distant future of unmanned space exploration.
Friday’s lecture features
Jennifer Wiseman, director
of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science’s Dialogue on Science, Ethics and Religion and

NASA’s senior project scientist for the Hubble Space
Telescope. Wiseman will
share the wonder and awe in
space, the spiritual and existential questions it inspires
and the relationship between
science and faith.
The Interfaith Lecture Series for Week One features
a roster of scholars, led by
Yale University professor and
historian of religions Mary
Evelyn Tucker. Tucker will
explore the themes of her
Emmy-winning documentary “Journey of the Universe.”
The film, which is based on
her book with evolutionary
philosopher Brian Thomas
Swimme, draws together scientific discoveries in astronomy, geology and biology, with
humanistic insights concerning the nature of the universe.
On Tuesday, John Grim,
who is also a lecturer and

»

research scholar at Yale University, will speak about Native American responses to
Journey of the Universe.
The lectures will continue
on Wednesday with Abrahamic responses from three religious scholars, Rabbi Lawrence Troster, Heather Eaton
and Safei Eldin Hamed, who
will discuss Judaism, Christianity and Islam, respectively. Thursday afternoon will
follow with responses from
South Asian religions in
Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism from David Haberman, Christopher Chapple
and Christopher Ives.
The “Journey of the Universe” will conclude on Friday with East Asian responses on Daoism with James
Miller, Confucianism with
Mary Evelyn Tucker and environmental ethics with Lisa
Sideris.

on the grounds

VISITORS CENTER — NEW IN 2013
The Visitors Center located in the Post Office
Building on Bestor Plaza provides first-time visitors
with general information about Chautauqua
programming, history and accommodations, plus
help with getting acclimated to the Institution’s
grounds. Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily

dignity and worth who were created in the image of God.
I believe that God is calling us, in 2013, to get involved in
a cause bigger than ourselves (like King did), and, in doing
so, we will become fully human, fully alive. Case in point:
Many people are daunted by trying to break the cycle of
poverty in America. It seems overwhelming. But if each of
us read to a child once a week, we could take a big step in
breaking the cycle of poverty.
There is a 30-million-word deprivation in children who
grow up in poverty when compared to children who grow
up in a middle class home, by the time the children are three
years old. Thirty million words. Many kids in poverty only
hear one-word responses from a parent or guardian: “no,”
“shush” or “shut up!” What if we read to a child in poverty
each week for one hour and punctuated our stories with
lots of elaboration and descriptive phrases. Just think of the
impact we could have on one child. It could change a life.
My current ministry is mentoring pastors in a program
titled Macedonian Ministry. Our mission is to renew the
lives of pastors who can renew their local congregations,
who can, in turn, reach out and make an impact on their
local communities. When I work with congregations, I find
it to be true that if they are caught up in their own internal
problems of infighting and budget deficits, the churches are
almost always in decline. But, if they start to get involved in
helping out in their local community, in a cause bigger than
themselves, they almost always grow — numerically and
spiritually.
I wonder why? It’s simple really. Everyone wants to be
involved in a vision that is bigger than themselves. It’s what
makes life worth living. I think that is what St. Irenaeus
meant when he said, “The glory of God is most clearly seen
in a human being fully alive.”
The Rev. Thomas Tewell, the Week One chaplain, is a
Presbyterian minister and director of faith-based programs for the
Cousins Foundation.

W eek One
Space E v ents
Week One of the 2013 Chautauqua Season also offers interactive events
that allow families to explore the universe together.

Sunday–Tuesday

Tuesday

Explore one of NASA’s premier
traveling exhibitions — Journey
to Tomorrow — an informal
learning environment that brings
the excitement of exploration in air
and space to Chautauqua in eight
interactive kiosks. Also available will
be the popular "Picture Yourself in
Space" photo booth, where everyone
can receive a free souvenir photo
taken as an astronaut.

(Community Appreciation Night)

When: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday, June 23–
Tuesday, June 25
Where: Miller Park

Monday
Learn about size, distance and
characteristics of the planets at
the Magical Space Journey Youth
Camp.
When: 4:30 to 6 p.m. Monday, June 24
Where: The field between
Boys’ and Girls’ Club and the
Sailing Center

In the Soaring with Rockets Youth
Camp, build different types of rockets
and explore how and why rockets
work and how they can navigate
through space.
When: 4:30 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, June 25
Where: The field between
Boys’ and Girls’ Club and the
Sailing Center (Seaver Gym in
case of rain)
Later, enjoy Star Gazing by exploring
the night sky with telescopes from
Martz Observatory of Frewsburg, N.Y.
When: 9 p.m. Tuesday, June 25
Where: Lounge at Pier Building (Rain
or shine)

Wednesday
(Family Entertainment Series)
After astronaut Story Musgrave
entertains you about space in the
Amphitheater, cuddle up with your
family and watch Steven Spielberg’s
“E.T.” in Bestor Plaza. The Brick
Walk Cafe will provide snacks and
refreshments. The rain location is the
Hall of Christ.
When: 9 p.m. Wednesday, June 26
Where: Bestor Plaza
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f r om pa g e one
THREE TAPS, 2013
Chautauqua Institution President Thomas M.
Becker, seen here marking the beginning of
the 2012 Season, will officially open the 2013
Season with the traditional president’s address
and Three Taps of the Gavel at the 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Service of Worship in the Amphitheater.
The Rev. Joan Brown Campbell, beginning
her final season as Chautauqua’s pastor and
Department of Religion director, will provide the
welcome and introduction.

TEWELL
from page A1

He has also served congregations in Bethlehem,
Pa., New Providence, N.J.
and Houston.
The Chautauqua audience, Tewell said, “is very
knowledgeable.”
“They also respect good
delivery and seem to understand the craftsmanship that
goes into a good sermon,” he
added. “They not only want
strong rhetoric, but they love
to be challenged to go out

visitors
from page A1

The Main Gate Welcome
Center will remain the Institution’s principal ticketing
hub, but visitors can purchase tickets for specific opera, theater and amphitheater
events at the Visitors Center.
“While the Main Gate is
the point of entry,” Weinert

into the world and make an
impact on society.”
Tewell said that his ministry is focused on “being a pastor to pastors” and a renewal
consultant to congregations.
A program he helms, Macedonian Ministry, works with
pastors from the same geographic area in peer groups.
“My goal as a mentor is to
provide a safe environment
in which these pastors can
form a learning community
and a supportive community,” he said. “I look at my
work as ‘spiritual gardening.’
My role is to provide good

soil in which these pastors
can blossom. Occasionally,
the group does some ‘pruning’ to help pastors cut out
some things in their lives and
ministries that hold them
back. On other occasions, the
group provides the water of
encouragement and nurture.”
As chaplain-in-residence,
Tewell will be meeting with
the participants in the Institution’s New Clergy Conference, which brings together
men and women of Christian, Jewish and Muslim faith
communities who have been
in ministry beyond seminary

no more than seven years.
“I hope to learn from
them about their experience
in their first parish and the
challenges, obstacles and opportunities that they are facing,” Tewell said, adding that
he hopes to share his work at
Macedonian Ministry, particularly “the kind of leadership that is needed in this tumultuous time in the church
and society.”
“The Chautauqua congregation always brings out the
best in me, and every preacher,” Tewell said. “That is the
mark of a great congregation.”

said, “visitors typically don’t
linger there and plan details
for their stay in Chautauqua.
The Visitors Center is for after you unpack and start to
navigate the planning process in greater detail.”
The Visitors Center features permanent displays on
the history of the Institution
and a media center illustrating
various aspects of life on the
grounds. The 2,000-squarefoot center represents a com-

mitment of roughly $200,000
by the Institution to improve
the Chautauqua experience.
The new center will be
staffed by a mixture of gate
staff employees and members
of the community volunteer
program, which was successfully launched last season.
The facility will be open seven days a week, from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., during the summer
season. Experienced gate staff
personnel will be present
throughout the week. Community volunteers will sign
up to assist in the center from

noon to 2 p.m. daily. Myra Peterson, Institution accommodations concierge, will be in
the center Monday, Wednesday and Friday through the
summer season.
The establishment of the
center set off a domino effect
of off-season moves; the previous tenants, Chautauqua’s
publications office, moved to
the old police department offices behind the Colonnade,
and the police moved to their
new space in the fire hall on
Massey Avenue.

Straight No Chaser’s newest album, Under the Influence,
dropped in May and features big-name guest artists.

SNC

from page A1

The group’s often upbeat
and always creative arrangements have cemented
their place in the a cappella
scene — one that has blossomed in recent years.
Television show “The
Sing-Off,” movie “Pitch
Perfect,” and the viral success of groups like Straight
No Chaser have helped a
cappella gain steam. Collins said he thinks listeners
find a cappella refreshing.
He compared his group to
a cool glass of lemonade,
sipped while sitting in the
shade of a tree on a hot
summer’s day. He said the
stripped-down nature of a

cappella appeals to people
in this way, adding that a
cappella artists can’t hide
behind anything — they’re
literally
front-and-center
when they perform.
Straight No Chaser takes
to the road in September,
embarking on a tour that
will go into 2014.
“It’s perfect — explore
all these places across the
country and sing with your
best friends,” he said.
In this vein, he plans on
taking advantage of the day
of the nighttime show by
strolling around the Institution.
“We can walk around
the grounds and around
the lake,” Collins said. “It’s
so beautiful there.”
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Picnic Areas
Picnic tables are available at Miller Park near the Miller Bell Tower.

We carry a wonderful selection of beautiful and useful
products from companies such as Ten Thousand Villages.
Come relax in our shop and browse our offerings from all
over the world. We carry Sculptures, Baskets, Scarves, Soaps,
Musical Instruments, Wall Hangings and so much more.
Open from 9 to 5 daily | Located down the steps on the west
side of the Colonnade Bldg at the corner of Ames and Pratt
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From the President
Column by Thomas M. Becker

W

Tonawandas
Legion band
to perform first
Sunday concert
mary lee talbot
Staff Writer

It’s summer, and there is
not a more perfect way to
spend a Sunday afternoon
than at a band concert. And
what band could be more
perfect for the first Sunday
Amphitheater performance
than the American Legion
Band of the Tonawandas?
The prize-winning band will
perform at 2:30 p.m. Sunday
in the Amphitheater.
The concert band won first
place in the 2012 American
Legion National Convention’s senior band competition, held in Indianapolis.
The band has released five
DVDs, which include performances of “March Masterpieces,” “Let’s Dance!,”
“The Spirit of Liberty” and
“Showtime!” The group also
released a special DVD and
booklet in 2004 for its 75th
anniversary.

Michelle Kanaar | Daily File Photos

The
band,
originally
known as Sons of the Legion, was organized in 1929
by American Legion Post 264
members. By the mid-1930s,
the group was winning state
competitions. The band took
a break during World War
II but was able to expand
after the war because of the
increased number of eligible
members. Women were officially admitted to band
membership in 1974.
The band has won a total
of 15 National American Legion Band competitions, the
first of which was in 1947 in
nearby Niagara Falls, N.Y. It
also won the Canadian National Exhibition four times
between 1968 and 1972. In
1992, the band traveled to
Australia and won a gold
medal in the Pacific Basin International Music Festival at

the Sydney Opera House.
The band’s membership
includes people with diverse occupations and backgrounds, though many members are instrumental music
educators and graduates or
students of university music
programs. With 90 members,
the band performs up to 30
concerts and parades each
year.
Michael S. Shaw, conductor and musical director of
the band since 2008, holds a
bachelor’s degree in music
education and master’s degree in woodwind performance. He teaches at Frontier
Central High School in Hamburg, N.Y. He also works
with a variety of educational
and professional groups as a
conductor and arranger.

Scenes from the
American Legion Band
of the Tonawandas’
last appearance at
Chautauqua, on July 1,
2012, in the Amphitheater.

elcome to the 2013 Chautauqua Institution
Season.
About a week ago Rich Moschel was on
the grounds collecting some summer things
for his wife, Lynn, and puttering a bit at their home. You
may know that last fall Lynn fell backwards down a
flight of stairs in their Cincinnati home. She was injured
very badly and has spent these months in a challenging
rehabilitation regimen, seeking to reacquire her ability
to mobilize on her own. She is making progress, though
slow. Rich has been by her side throughout. Their daughter, a former competitive swimmer and coach, is conducting her in-pool rehabilitation, where Lynn does have
some movement. Rich is hopeful that before the season
is over he can bring Lynn for a visit. But, he says with a
determined smile, next year they’re back for sure.
I open the season with this story because the bulk of
Rich’s comments during our visit were about the outpouring of love and support they have received from Chautauquans. He described people who flew in from far places
to both spend time with Lynn and to perform chores at
their home: buying groceries, fixing leaky faucets, doing
laundry — the basic activities of life made difficult by the
time and effort put in to care and healing. Rich had tears
in his eyes as he recounted the people who had rerouted
their pathways to Chautauqua so that they could pass
through Cincinnati. Not exactly next door.
And so we are reminded again that Chautauqua is at
once an Institution of programmatic purpose and relational character. In part because of the physical characteristics of this community and the fact that our conversations — indeed, the commerce of the gathering — are
involved in ideas, art, reverence and spirited exchange,
people have a chance to connect deeply. Superficialities
are often bypassed. We share our experiences of family,
work, community, health, faith and creativity. This relational characteristic deepens the passion for the Chautauqua experience.
So again, welcome to Chautauqua, to this very human gathering, to the opportunity for connection, both
internal and external. Your participation is the activating
agent. Initiate a conversation. Share your thoughts about
the lecture or performance. Step outside of yourself. Also
take the time for some inner reflection. Let the beauty of
this place evoke an inner peace. And I hope you find here
friendships of deep and lasting value in your life.
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Allen Arnold
Allen Parker (Lennie) Arnold, 89, died Feb. 5, 2013, in
Black Mountain, N.C.
He was the son of the late
Roger and Eleanor (Tracy)
Arnold; husband of the late
Nancy (Winchell) and the
late Betty (Brandenberg); and
brother of the late Paul and
James Arnold.
He is survived by daughters Gwenyth (Timothy) Udd
and Deborah (Raul) Chavez
and grandsons Anthony
(Danielle) and Kyler Chavez.
Born on June 25, 1923, in
Oshkosh, Wis., he grew up in
Kunming, China, where his
father worked for the YMCA.
He attended Shanghai American School and graduated
from Mount Hermon School
and Oberlin College.
Lennie met his wife, Nancy, at the Silver Bay YMCA
Conference Center in New
York. They were married
there in 1948. He served in
the Navy during the Korean
War, and then earned his
master’s and Ph.D. in chemistry from Case Institute of
Technology. He worked as a

research chemist for the Lubrizol Corporation in Wyckliffe, Ohio, was a member of
the American Chemical Society, and served as president
of its Cleveland chapter.
He and Nancy were active
in their Presbyterian church,
and hosted many international students through the
Cleveland Council on World
Affairs. They enjoyed spending time during the summer
at Chautauqua Institution.
In 1984, they moved to
Highland Farms Retirement
Community in Black Mountain. They sang in the Asheville Symphony Chorus and
the choir of Warren Wilson
Presbyterian Church, volunteered at Lotts Creek Community School, and helped
people with their taxes
through the AARP.
After Nancy’s death in
1992, Lennie married Betty
Brandenberg Hoyt in 1994.
He and Betty traveled widely and maintained close ties
with family and friends. Betty died in 2010.
A memorial service was
held Feb. 11.

Think it. Act it.
Encourage it.

Milestones
IN Memorium
Susie Follansbee

Marshall Nelson

Suzanne “Susie” (Landon)
Follansbee, 85, of Pittsburgh
and Chautauqua passed
away on March 15, 2013.
She was the beloved wife
of the late Richard Follansbee; loving mother of Mark
Henderson of San Francisco,
Nancy (Bruce) Phillips of Fox
Chapel and the late William
M. Henderson, Jr. (surviving wife Susan Monteverde
Giles); stepmother of Linda
Follansbee Polcyn and Dr.
William P. (Susan) Follansbee; grandmother of Matthew Henderson, Elizabeth
Henderson, Rebecca Henderson, late Maj. Benjamin
Follansbee, Dr. Katherine
Junger, Dr. Christopher Follansbee, Kathryn Polcyn,
Taylor Phillips, Charlie Phillips and Duncan Phillips;
and great-grandmother of
Cooper and Holden Junger.
Susie was a graduate of
Miss Porter’s School 1945 and
Bennett College, past member of the Junior League,
West Penn Women’s Committee, Fox Chapel Golf Club,
Fox Chapel Garden Club and
the Pittsburgh Garden Center, and a founder of the Kindergarden Club.
A funeral service was
held March 22, and an additional memorial service
was held June 16 at Smith
Wilkes Hall. Memorial contributions may be made to
the Chautauqua Foundation,
P.O. Box 28, Chautauqua, NY
14722 or American Cancer
Society 320 Bilmar Drive,
Pittsburgh, PA 15205.

Marshall D. Nelson, 90, of
Jamestown, N.Y., died Thursday, Jan. 24, 2013, in WCA
Hospital.
He was
born April
27, 1922, in
Jamestown,
the son of
the late Oscar L. and
Gertrude
J o h n s o n Nelson
Nelson.
Following
graduation
from Jamestown High School
in 1940, he enlisted in the U.S.
Navy and was discharged in
1946, as chief petty officer
yeoman.
Marshall received his
bachelor’s degree from the
University at Buffalo in 1949,
and was employed in earlier
years as controller by WCA
Hospital, Crawford Furniture and for 17 years by the
Art Metal Corporation.
In 1974, he became treasurer of Chautauqua Institution, a position he held until
1981. Marshall then served as
director of finance for Chautauqua County, retiring in
1988.
His long association with
Chautauqua Institution as
a summer resident also includes having served on the
Institution’s board of trustees
and as treasurer of the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle, the West Lake
Citizens Council, Lincoln
Park Condominium Association and Hurlbut Memorial
Church.
Marshall was a member of

»
A Chautauqua Property Owners Association (CPOA)
initiative to enhance courtesy and awareness among
Chautauqua’s pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists.
All mobility types should be
AWARE, COURTEOUS and RESPECTFUL
while getting around the grounds.
More information at http://www.cpoa.ws/

Chautauqua Property Owners
Association and for more than
30 years was an usher at the
Amphitheater’s Sunday morning summer worship services.
Surviving are two daughters, Karin (Richard) Lewis
of Fredonia and Kerstin Gustafson of Yorba Linda, Calif; five grandchildren, Ryan
Lewis of Philadelphia, Pa.,
Hilary (Brendan) Miller of
Webster, N.Y., Brittney and
Megan Gustafson, both of
San Diego, Calif., and Kyle
Gustafson of Corona, Calif.; a
sister, Joann (Richard) Seiberg
of Jamestown; and several
nieces, nephews and cousins.
He was preceded in death
by his wife, Lillian Malmberg Nelson, whom he married Aug, 5, 1950, and who
died Sept. 23, 1997.
The funeral was held on
Jan. 27, in Bellinger Chapel
of First Presbyterian Church.
The Rev. Wendy M. Heinz officiated. Burial was in Lake
View Cemetery.
The family suggests memorials be made to the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific
Circle or to the Chautauqua
Foundation for the Music
School Festival Orchestra,
both at P.O. Box 28, Chautauqua, NY 14722; or to First
Presbyterian Church, Music
Program, 509 Prendergast
Ave., Jamestown, NY 14701.
Jean Nickeson
Jean Swope Nickeson,
formerly a resident of Pittsburgh and Naples, Fla., died
Nov. 24, 2012, at the Towne
House retirement community in Fort
Wayne, Ind.,
following a
short illness.
She
was
born Oct. 27,
1923, to William Wylie
and Alma
Vo l b r e c h t Nickeson
Swope in Pittsburgh and
grew up in Edgewood, Pa.,
with her older sister, Marian.
She attended the Univer-

sity of Pittsburgh, earning
a Bachelor of Science with
highest honor in 1945. She
met her future husband, Robert W. Nickeson, a medical
student, while singing at Pitt
in the Heinz Chapel Choir.
Jean and Bob Nickeson
were married on May 18, 1946,
and raised seven children in
Pittsburgh, where Dr. Nickeson had a medical practice in
ophthalmology. Jean was loving and supportive of her children and taught by example
through community service,
support for the arts and education, and her strong Christian
faith. She was also an avid
quilter and bird watcher.
The family started coming
to Chautauqua in 1962. Jean
and her husband were devoted Chautauquans who supported the Opera Apprentice
program, hosted countless
receptions for CSO members and visiting artists, and
graduated with the CLSC
Class of 1990. They also enjoyed tennis and sang in the
Chautauqua choir.
Jean and her husband retired to Naples in 1992 but
continued to spend their
summers at their cottage in
Chautauqua. They shared a
love of culture and travel and
were married for 54 years.
Jean was pre-deceased by
her husband in 2000 and is survived by her children, Carol
Miller and her partner Kiril
Sinkel of Belmont, Mass.; Betsy
Bilus and her husband, Ben,
of New Canaan, Conn.; Rob
Nickeson and his wife, Nadine,
of Safety Harbor, Fla.; Nancy
Barr of Washington, D.C.; David Nickeson of Seabrook,
Texas; Priscilla Nickeson and
her husband, Howard Halle,
of Brooklyn, N.Y.; Eric Nickeson and his wife, Ellie, of Fort
Wayne, Ind.; 17 grandchildren;
and 7 great-grandchildren.
Donations in memory of
Jean Swope Nickeson may be
made to the American Hospice Foundation, the Chautauqua Foundation or the Conservancy of Southwest Florida.

on the grounds

Letters Policy
The Chautauquan Daily
welcomes letters to the
editor. Letters should
be typed or printed,
double-spaced, no more
than 350 words and
are subject to editing.
Letters must include
writer’s signature and
typed or printed name,
address and telephone
number for verification.
Works containing
demeaning, accusatory
or libelous statements
will not be published.
Submit letters to:
Matt Ewalt, editor
mewalt@ciweb.org
The Chautauquan Daily
PO Box 1095
Chautauqua, NY 14722

Letters to the Editor
Correspondence from our readers
Dear Editor:
Don’t come to Chautauqua!
Yes, don’t come to Chautauqua if you want
to get one point of view or just to reinforce
your beliefs regarding politics, government,
religion, the economy and the other pressing
issues facing us as a people and a country.
For we present not one side of an issue
but try to cover all the aspects of the great
problems of our day so we can find common
ground to move forward together in a unified
way for the betterment of all.
And don’t come to Chautauqua if you don’t
want to get exposed to new ideas, new ways of
thinking and people from different and varied
religions, countries, backgrounds and beliefs.
And don’t come to Chautauqua if you want to

keep the status quo and not face the future and
the challenges and the opportunities it represents.
But do come if you want to grow, expand
and further develop yourself as a caring,
concerned citizen of your community, your
country, and the world. For that is our mission to which we have been dedicated for
nearly a century and one half.
We invite all those who come through our
gates to partake in our mission of personal
and national growth.
Will you join us as we look expectantly
not just to this coming season, which is now
upon us, but to the years ahead?
Bill Bates
P.O. Box 1352
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Under Curatolo’s leadership, Women’s Club
enters new era, introduces more youthful content
Maggie livingstone
Staff Writer

As the youngest Chautauqua Women’s Club president
in the organization’s history,
Cour Curatolo hopes to infuse a youthful perspective
into a 124-year-old club.
Curatolo began her tenure
as president of the Women’s
Club in July 2012, meaning
this is her first season as
part of the planning team
for CWC programming. She
explained that while designing the schedule of speakers,
she sought a common factor:
to present issues that would
“span through generations
of members.”
“We are moving through a
transition as a club,” she said.
“I think [the women] were excited about having someone
young so we can bring in new
members and really focus on
the future of the club.”
Though Curatolo is 36, she
has a long list of credentials.
She received a Bachelor of
Arts in political science from
American University, completed a master’s degree in
public administration at Florida Gulf Coast University and
is currently earning a doctorate in adult and community
educational leadership from
Florida Atlantic University.
During the off-season she is
based in Naples, Fla., as a fulltime student.
Curatolo
meticulously
collaborated on planning
the Women’s Club’s foremost
speaker series, the Contemporary Issues Forum, which
she affectionately described

Curatolo
as her “baby.” Held at 3 p.m
on Saturdays in the Hall of
Philosophy, the series begins
June 29 with Emily Bazelon,
a leading expert on adolescent bullying. Bazelon has
been featured on “The Colbert Report” and is a senior
editor at Slate.
Contemporary Issue Forum speakers range from
political experts such as Bill
Plante, senior White House
correspondent for “CBS This
Morning,” to authors such
as Sheri Fink, author of Five
Days at the Memorial, a book
on New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
“As someone who comes
from Florida, a state where
we have hurricanes all the
time, that’s really an interesting topic for me,” Curatolo said of Fink’s book. She
added that because of recent
tornadoes in Oklahoma,
earthquakes in California
and devastating Hurricane

Sandy on the East Coast of
the United States, Fink’s discussion will be relevant to a
variety of Chautauquans.
The Women’s Club is also
continuing the Contemporary Issues Dialogues, an
intimate Q-and-A with a
morning lecturer. Fifty audience members will be accommodated at the Clubhouse on a first-come basis
every Wednesday afternoon.
One of the major fundraising events for the Women’s Club this season is “The
Glory of Gershwin,” featuring Herb Keyser and recording artist Bett Butler, Sunday, July 21. CWC will also
be hosting “The Many Faces
of Joan” — a retirement celebration in honor of Joan
Brown Campbell — Aug. 16
and the inaugural Flea Boutique Silent Auction behind
the Colonnade July 7. Some
of the proceeds from these
events will support student
scholarships and future
CWC programming.
The Thursday morning
Chautauqua Speaks lecture
series and the Monday afternoon Professional Women’s
Network speaker platform
will allow for more relaxed
conversation in the comfort of
the Clubhouse living room.
Curatolo’s vision for “generation-spanning”
content
is clearly underscored in the
crowded Women’s Club calendar.
“I’m excited about the
lifelong learning that’s going
to take place this summer,”
she said.

Follansbee Chaplaincy supports Tewell’s residency
The Mr. and Mrs. William
Uhler Follansbee Memorial
Chaplaincy will underwrite
the preaching of the Rev.
Thomas Tewell during Week
One of the 2013 Season.
Follansbee’s family established the chaplaincy
in the mid-1960s to recognize his lifetime of service,
which included founding the
Brighton Road Presbyterian
Church in Pittsburgh, serving as an elder of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church
for 25 years, and holding a
leadership position within
the Presbyterian Association
of Chautauqua for nearly 30
years until his death in 1939.
When his wife, Ruth Harper
Follansbee, died in 1976, the

chaplaincy name was broadened to include her in the
honor.
The Follansbees first came
to Chautauqua in 1911 because of the Institution’s attraction as a family place.
Follansbee, who founded
and was president of the
Follansbee Steel Company
in Pittsburgh, spent his annual two week vacation at
Chautauqua, commuting by
train for the rest of the season. The family alternated
between staying at the Athenaeum, the St. Elmo and a
rental home at 14 Peck, which
they purchased in 1924. Mr.
and Mrs. Follansbee enjoyed
the Chautauqua Golf Club.
Mr. Follansbee helped in the

efforts to save Chautauqua
during the 1930s while Mrs.
Follansbee was an active
member of the Bird, Tree &
Garden Club and the Women’s Club.
The Follansbees’ sons,
Richard,
Harper
and
“Shorty,” actively participated in Chautauqua during
their lifetimes. Their grandchildren and great-grandchildren continue to do so.
If you would be interested
in discussing the possibility of
establishing an endowment to
support the chaplaincy program
or another aspect of Chautauqua’s program, please contact
Karen Blozie, director of gift
planning, at 357-6244 or email
her at kblozie@ciweb.org.

Ring featured at season’s first pre-Vespers service Sunday
Chautauquan Jane Lee Ring will
perform during the pre-Vespers service at 4:30 p.m. Sunday at the Hall of
Philosophy.
Ring first came to Chautauqua as
a waitress at the St. Elmo Hotel in
1954, where she met her husband,
Connie. Her grandchildren are sixthgeneration Chautauquans.

Ring is a graduate of Duke University with a degree in music education. She is a patron of her hometown
orchestra in Alexandria, Va., and
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra.
She plays piano for her church, local
elementary schools, charity events
and fundraisers for the National
Symphony Orchestra.

ring
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The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra performs with community musicians during the 2012 Season’s community concert.

Symphony’s 2013 Season marked by threes
kaitrin mccoy
Staff Writer

Three may be the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra’s
magic number this summer.
The CSO 2013 season features three world premieres:
The Romeo and Juliet Project,
a collaborative extravaganza
featuring Chautauqua’s best
in dance, theater and voice;
Laurence Roman’s “Concertino for Flute and Orchestra,”
featuring Richard Sherman,
CSO principal flutist; and Michael Colina’s “Three Dances
for Cello and Orchestra,” in
which Jaime Laredo will conduct cellist Sharon Robinson,
his wife.
There are also three evenings of anniversary performances. This year marks the
100th birthday of Benjamin

Every music piece is
a jewel that I love to
cherish and discover
as a performer.”
— marian tanau
assistant personnel manager,
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra

Britten and Pyotr Stravinsky’s “The Rite of Spring,” as
well as the 200th birthdays of
Giuseppe Verdi and Richard
Wagner. CSO will honor each
of these composers throughout the season.
It’s also the third year
without a music director for
CSO, and one might think
the musicians would be ner-

vous performing only under
visiting directors.
“I like it, personally. I’m
fine with the way things are,”
said Brian Reagin, CSO concertmaster. He was quick to
point out that the orchestra is
in the hands of Marty Merkley, vice president and director of programming.
“With the music director
or without a music director,
a lot of [the season program]
is Marty engaging soloists,
engaging guest conductors,”
Reagin said. “And of course
when you talk about soloists
you have to pick and choose
from their repertoire, and
how that fits with the program we’re trying to put together.”
Merkley has organized an
ambitious season, with input
from Reagin and other mem-

bers of the artistic advisory
committee.
“I think it’s a darn good
season,”
Merkley
said.
“We’re highlighting all kinds
of celebrations this summer.”
He suggested taking “The
Rite of Spring,” for example.
“It’s a seminal piece in
classical music. It changed
music and dance forever,”
Merkley said. “It still sounds
incredibly modern, even 100
years later. A lot of people
are afraid of it, and they
shouldn’t be.”
After working hard in the
off-season to get the CSO
ready for the summer, Merkley seems equally relieved
and ready.
“I think we’ve come up
with a very interesting program … if it all goes well,
heaven knows,” he said.
“You really have to dig deep
and get into the whole philosophy to try to match some
of the lectures with the orchestra concerts.”
Other program collaborators and consultants include
CSO manager Jason Weintraub and Marian Tanau,
CSO’s assistant personnel

manager. Weintraub plays
English horn and Tanau the
violin for CSO.
“Every music piece is a
jewel that I love to cherish
and discover as a performer,”
Tanau said.
As concertmaster, Reagin
is more focused on the challenges facing the orchestra’s
string section.
“I don’t see anything on
paper that jumps out at me
that says, ‘Man we’re gonna
trip over that,’ ” Reagin said.
He can’t help but joke about
the demanding schedule.
“Ask me again in Week
Five and see how many of us
are left.”
However, Reagin is completely serious about the talent in CSO.
“We have some real superstars in this orchestra. I think
most people would wonder
how it is that we come together so quickly and put these
things together so quickly.”
Some of the guest conductors and soloists are new to the
performing arts at the Institution, but many have quickly
become part of the tradition.
Uriel Segal, former CSO

music director, will return to
Chautauqua to conduct the
anniversary performance of
“The Rite of Spring” in Week
Six. Tanau said he is excited
to work with his old music
director.
Violinist
Augustin
Hadelich, whom Segal discovered while in Europe and
brought to the Institution for
his American debut, will return under the direction of
Josep Caballé-Domenech, a
new guest conductor.
Chautauquans will be
pleased to see the return of
Alexander Gavrylyuk, an
award-winning pianist who
Reagin said “brings the house
down every time.” Elizabeth
Schulze, who is both a new
guest conductor and the only
female conductor on the lineup, is set to conduct the concert in Week Four.
No matter what Chautauquans crave for their ears
— Hollywood favorites, German romanticism or even
Americana feel-good tunes
— CSO is set to play it this
summer.
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Rosenblatt to return in
Week One 2014, again with
his distinguished friends
kelsey burritt
Staff Writer

When Roger Rosenblatt
first visited Chautauqua Institution in 1985, he gave two
10:45 a.m. morning lectures
and a Chautauqua Literary
and Scientific Circle roundtable lecture in three days.
Twenty-nine years later,
Rosenblatt has not slowed
down. He will return in Week
One of the 2014 Season for
the fourth “Roger Rosenblatt
and Friends”-themed week,
which has alternated every
other season since 2008.
Currently a distinguished
professor of creative writing at Stony Brook University, Rosenblatt is a decorated
journalist, celebrated playwright and memoirist and
the author of 14 books.
During his first visit in
1985, Rosenblatt filled in at
the last minute when the
speaker scheduled the day
before him had to cancel due
to a medical emergency. He
spoke Thursday and Friday
in early August, during a
week themed “World Peace.”
A Daily article from that
season previewing his lecture said he was “partial to
discussion,” and “would
rather address what concerns
the audience and be more casual about it.”
His attitude toward the
morning lecture platform has
not changed. Since its inception, the “Roger Rosenblatt
and Friends” week has featured candid and insightful
conversations between Rosenblatt and world-class journalists, poets and novelists, to
touch on a few professions.
“It is fun, it is smart, it is
literary,” said Sherra Babcock, vice president and
Emily and Richard Smucker
Chair for Education. “The
subjects are varied because
the authors are so varied. Every day is different because
every author is different.”
Already confirmed for
next season’s conversation
series are two Pulitzer Prize
winners. The first, Elizabeth
Strout, won the award for her
novel Olive Kitteridge. Most
recently, Strout published
The Burgess Boys.
Fellow Prize winner Jules
Feiffer was scheduled to
speak with Rosenblatt in 2012
but was forced to cancel after
flight delays at two separate
airports. Feiffer, famous for
his incisive political cartoons
in the 1970s and 8̓ 0s, has also
written plays graphic novels
and children’s books, among
other works.
Rosenblatt himself has
been a CLSC author four

OPEN TUES-SAT 5PM-9PM
CLOSED SUN & MON
TAKEOUTS AVAILABLE

times: In 1992, for Life Itself:
Abortion in the American Mind;
in 2006, for Lapham Rising; in
2008, for Beet; and in 2010, for
Making Toast: A Family Story.
“I think he is really almost
a perfect example of a public intellectual,” said Chautauqua Institution President
Thomas M. Becker. “He has
an extraordinary mind that’s
been developed in some of
the best institutions in the
world.”
When Becker became
president in 2003, he asked
Rosenblatt to give a lecture
on the 20th century.
“And he said, ‘What about
it?’ And I said, ‘All of it. I
want you to take a humanist and a humanities point of
view of the 20th century and
I want you to tell us a story,’ ”
Becker said.
This resulted in Rosenblatt’s novel Lapham Rising,
about a man invited to the Institution to give a speech on
the 20th century. The novel
even included a reference to
Becker.
“As an oily, sleezy, nonprofit executive,” Becker said.
“[Rosenblatt] said, ‘I thought
I captured you perfectly.’ ”
Becker then proposed
Rosenblatt spend an entire
week at the Institution in
conversation with writers.
“What I really wanted
was to go back and capture
all of that wisdom, all of that
training, all of that experience,” Becker said, “and have
him as an interlocutor with
people who write in different
genre, but whose life is the
creative process.”
The reaction to the theme
was overwhelmingly positive. They decided to name
it “Roger Rosenblatt and
Friends,” after a similar program that Rosenblatt had
done on a smaller scale at the
92nd Street Y, a cultural and
community center in New
York City.
“He’s a Chautauquan
through and through,” said
Babcock. “He will act like
he’s not, he will criticize the
size of the soap, and all of
that, but he just understands
what we try to do here, and
the ideas that we try to bring
on the morning platform.”
A combination of storytelling, autobiography and a
look inside the creative process, Becker said, the week,
for him, has never gotten old.
“He has a wry and terrific
sense of humor,” Becker said.
“I just think he is literally one
of my favorite people in the
world. The connection between his head and his heart
is lyrical.”
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Common thread
of ‘Crime and
Punishment’ runs
through opera’s 2013
chad weisman
Staff Writer

“N

ow,” sing the
members of
the Chautauqua Opera
Company, as tenor Kevin Ray
lifts his voice above a storm
of choral waves, in the climax
of this year’s first main-stage
performance: Peter Grimes,
the masterwork by English
composer Benjamin Britten.
On June 17, following
months of preparation — auditions, set design, costume
selection and rehearsal — the
best of the program’s 700 applicants enjoyed the chance
to gather in the same room to
rehearse the songs they had
been practicing since spring.
General/Artistic Director
Jay Lesenger had never put
on Peter Grimes, and when
the “the right circumstances”
presented themselves, he
jumped at the chance.
“I love this opera and have
wanted to do it for years,” he
said. “It’s a real privilege.”
Of course, putting together such a challenging performance will require a cast
commensurate to its difficulties. Lesenger called Peter
Grimes a “big show” that requires “a little more complex
staging than other operas.”
The chorus will play a
central role in conveying the
suspicion surrounding the
opera’s namesake fisherman.
When his apprentice dies at
sea, Grimes (played by Ray)
must fend off the community’s murderous accusations.
Both Peter Grimes and Falstaff — the company’s second main-stage performance
— are centered around the
theme “Crime and Punishment in Opera.”
On the morning of Falstaff’s second performance,
Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg will deliver

a lecture on the subject.
Accompanying the theme
of “Crime and Punishment”
is the intersection of three
major centennial birthdays:
Britten’s 100th birthday will
coincide with the 200th birthdays of Richard Wagner and
Giuseppe Verdi. Both will
be honored in this season’s
second Amphitheater performance, “Wagner and Verdi:
A 200th Birthday Celebration.”
Their work, set to be performed in the Amphitheater
on Saturday, July 13, will certainly provide a plain view
of their differences. Scarcely
have two more different men
found themselves to be so
central to the same artistic
sphere.
Wagner described the
source of his inspiration as
an “almost demonic fire,”
which drove his compositions to greater heights. A
great deal has been written of
his anti-Semitism, but much
of the controversy surrounding Wagner either negates or
enforces the sheer power of
his work. Much like Grimes,
his reputation has been liable
to condemn him.
This season, Verdi’s work
will provide a powerful contrast to the music of Wagner
and Britten, particularly in the
differences between the characters of Grimes and Falstaff.
Several hours after the first
rehearsal, the Chautauqua
Opera Young Artists presented a pre-season “Sing-In.”
Each of the 26 Young Artists
presented a song of his or her
choosing to the audience that
gathered at Norton Hall.
From the travails of Benjamin Britten to the musical
quarrels set to rage between
Wagner and Verdi, operagoers’ expectations will be
exceeded throughout the 2013
Season.

Add your posts to the
conversation using #CHQ

Katie McLean | Staff Photographer

Katie McLean | Staff Photographer

TOP: Pianist Allison Voth
studies sheet music before
performing at Chautauqua
Opera’s pre-season “Sing-In,”
June 17 in Norton Hall.
MIDDLE: Soprano Amber
Garrett steps on the stage
to perform “Klänge der
Heimat (Csárdás)” from Die
Fledermaus.
BOTTOM: Tenor Jesse
Darden listens to his
colleagues’ perfomances
as he waits for his turn.

Roxana Pop | Staff Photographer
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B ird , tree & garden

100 years of beauty

katie mclean | Staff Photographer

btg plans a season of centennial celebration
beverly hazen
Staff Writer

SPECIAL EVENTS
100-Year Anniversary
The Bird, Tree & Garden
Club, with new president
Margie Buxbaum, is excited
about the 2013 season, as the
BTG that originated in 1913
celebrates its 100-year anniversary. A book, 100 Years of
Beauty: A History of the Chautauqua Bird, Tree and Garden
Club, has been written by
Mary Lee Talbot in commemoration of this centennial and
will be available in the Chautauqua Bookstore, as well as
at the BTG Tuesday lectures at
Smith Wilkes Hall.
Banners
Banners created by Caroline Van Kirk Bissell and Norman Karp in remembrance of
the 100th birthday of the BTG
will be on display this season.
One will be at Smith Wilkes
Hall and the other near the
Baptist House.
Tree Plantings
To further celebrate the
anniversary, three tree plantings will take place honoring
three Institution leaders: Joan
Brown Campbell (Week Two),
Doug Conroe (Week Five) and
Marty Merkley (Week Eight).

Luncheon
The Life Member Luncheon on Aug. 2 at the Athenaeum Hotel Parlor celebrating the 100 years of the BTG
will feature Julie Zickefoose,
naturalist and author of The
Bluebird Effect: Uncommon
Bonds with Common Birds,
which was chosen as Oprah
Winfrey’s book of the week
last year. Reservations are
due July 20.

Chautauqua
in Bloom
Now is the time for landowners to think about showing off their blooming flower
gardens for the 2013 BTG
Chautauqua in Bloom event.
BTG invites all home, condo,
inn and business owners as
well as denomination house
caretakers to be recognized
for the beauty their gardens
contribute to the Institution
landscape.
Registration forms will be
available at the Smith Memorial Library, the Colonnade
and the BTG Tuesday lectures, as well as online at the
BTG section of www.ciweb.org.
The gardens must be on the
Institution grounds and be

viewable from the street.
Three categories are recognized: Garden, Shade
Garden and Container Garden. All registered gardens
will be evaluated on design/
layout, plant selection, plant
health, garden care and use
of color, but all sizes will
be recognized and honored. Qualified judges from
outside the Institution will
view registered gardens July
17. The deadline for postmarked registrations is July
10 and the award ceremony/
social is July 26.
Mushroom
Sandwich Sale
Not to be overlooked is the
popular Mushroom Sandwich Sale at 11:30 a.m. Friday,
July 19. Always a sellout, this
popular grilled sandwich
may be purchased in the garden on the lake side of Smith
Wilkes Hall for $7.50.

BIRD PROGRAMS,
NATURE WALKS AND
GARDEN WALKS
Bird Talk and Walks
Meet nature guide Tina
Scherman at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday mornings at the entrance
to Smith Wilkes Hall, rain or
shine. Binoculars are recommended. Ruth Lundin, president of the Jamestown Audubon Society, will lead two of
the walks.
Purple Martin Chats
Meet naturalist Jack Gulvin at 4:15 p.m. on Fridays,
Week One through Week
Four, at the purple martin
houses located at the lakeside between the Sports Club
and Miller Bell Tower. Come
see the birdhouses up close
as Gulvin lowers the houses
for close viewing and photograph opportunities.
Bat Chats
Meet nature guide Caroline Van Kirk Bissell at 4:15
p.m. on Wednesdays at Smith
Wilkes Hall to learn about
bats, especially those here at
the Institution. She will share
her expertise in explaining
the stresses bats have faced
in recent years and will use
visual displays to provide a
better understanding of these
mammals.

Garden Walks
Meet horticulturist Joe McMaster at 4:15 p.m. each Tuesday under the green awning
on the lake side of Smith Wilkes Hall to walk around and
view some of the Institution’s
gardens.

Nature Walks
Meet naturalist Jack Gulvin at 9 a.m. Fridays under
the green awning on the lake
side of Smith Wilkes Hall for
a nature walk through the
grounds.

BROWN BAG LECTURES
The Bird, Tree & Garden
Club will present a variety of
Brown Bag lectures at 12:15
p.m. on Tuesdays at Smith
Wilkes Hall. Bring your lunch
and enjoy the programming.
Week One, June 25
“What’s New in Garden
Plants: Arranging Them in
Containers and Hanging Baskets,” by Brigiotta’s Nursery.
This is the Helen Spaulding
Davis Memorial Lecture.
Week Two, July 2
“Getting Acquainted with
our Local Birds,” by Tom Simmons, president of Roger Tory
Peterson Institute Ornithological Club
Week Three, July 9
“Ten Trees That Thrive in
Western New York and Why,”
by Jim Chatfield, Ohio State
University Department of
Horticulture
Week Four, July 16
“More About Mushrooms:
Fun, Facts, Folklore and Recipes,” by Henry (Buddy) Kilpatrick, Jr.
Week Five, July 23
“Parks and Gardens of Paris,” by Maureen Bovet. This
is the Henrietta Ord Jones
Memorial Fund Lecture

Week Six, July 30
“Caring for Chautauqua’s
Gardens,” by Ryan Kiblin, the
Institution’s grounds, garden
and landscaping manager

July 8
“Soaking It In at Fletcher
Hall” by Ryan Kiblin (meet at
the entrance to Fletcher Hall,
not at the lake)

Week Seven, Aug. 6
“Pioneers of the Environmental Movement,” by Aaron
Sachs, Cornell University

July 15
“Water — Before and After”
by Tom Cherry

Week Eight, Aug. 13
“Butterflies,” by Jeff Tome,
naturalist
and
educator,
Jamestown Audubon Society
Week Nine, Aug. 20
“Meadowcroft: A Fascinating
Window into the Past,” by
J.M. Adovasio, provost, Mercyhurst University

MONDAY NIGHT
LAKEFRONT WALKS
Lakefront Walks will take
place at 6:30 p.m. each Monday, sponsored by the Bird,
Tree & Garden Club in partnership with the Chautauqua
Watershed Conservancy. All
but one of these walks will
begin at the covered porch
at the Heinz Fitness Center,
located on South Lake Drive
at the corner of South Avenue
below the Youth Activities
Center. A portable sound system is used for amplification
during the Lakefront Walks.
June 24
“Breeding Birds and Migration on Chautauqua Lake” by
John Rappole
July 1
“Lake Harvester: See One in
Action” by Paul Swanson

July 22
“How Special is Chautauqua
Lake?” by Deb Naylor
July 29
“Nature Journaling” by Mark
Baldwin
AuG. 5
“Contemplative
Photography” by Jennifer Schlick
Aug. 12
“Is There a View of the Lake
Through the Trees?” by Rick
Constantino
Aug. 19
“A New Vision for the Shoreline of Chautauqua Institution” by Dean Gowen

RAVINE PROGRAMS
Programs nestled in the
woods of Chautauqua, sponsored by the Bird, Tree &
Garden Club, include Native
American Storytelling and
tree talks.
The Native American Storytelling will start at 4:15 p.m.
Thursdays at the Mabel Powers Firecircle, located in the

1 0 0 Y EARS O F
B EAU T Y

b y M a r y L e e Ta l b o t

South End Ravine on the lake
side of Thunder Bridge. Paul
Leone, author and historian,
will present on July 11 and
Aug. 1. Nature leader Tina
Scherman from the Roger Tory
Peterson Institute will present
on July 25 and Aug. 15.
Bruce Robinson, forester
and tree consultant, will present tree talks at 4:15 p.m. on
July 18 and Aug. 8 at the Burgeson Nature Classroom, located
in the South End Ravine near
the Boys’ and Girls’ Club.
The rain location for all ravine programs is Smith Wilkes
Hall. Children under 12 years
old should be accompanied by
an adult.
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Benjamin Hoste | Staff Photographer

ABOVE: Chris Majewski of the Institution’s grounds, gardens
and landscaping department works near the third tee of the
Lake Course while Sid and Karen Hoyt, of Westfield, putt on the
second green on Wednesday at Chautauqua Golf Club. Currently
under construction is an extended third hole tee and a silt
retention area that will prevent stormwater runoff from reaching
Chautauqua Lake.
LEFT: Gardens and landscaping staff work on a new rain garden
this spring between Children’s Beach and the Pier Building. As
part of Chautauqua’s effort to protect the lake from nutrient
loading, the Institution has installed a series of rain gardens
throughout the grounds to filter stormwater runoff.
Roxana Pop | Staff Photographer

Institution continues green efforts to protect Chautauqua Lake
john ford
Staff Writer

“No mow” zones. Lakeshore buffers. Golf course
wetlands. Rain gardens.
Woodland culling. Porous
pavers. And government
grants.
These are some of the
highlights of a busy, often
troublesomely rainy off-season for Chautauqua’s Operations team. Evidence of its activity is all around as the 2013
Season opens. It all supports
the Institution’s ongoing efforts to go green and actively
improve the ecological health
of Chautauqua Lake.
Ryan Kiblin, Chautauqua’s
grounds, gardens and landscaping manager, expects
people will be most likely to
notice the implementation of
the Institution’s “no mow”
policy around the grounds.
Sections of the hillside
above Sharpe Field and the
South End tennis courts; the
hillside along North Lake
Drive from the President’s
Cottage to Hurst and between Prospect and Root; a
section from the John R. Turney Sailing Center to Beeson;
and space near the Boys’ and
Girls’ Club soccer field will
not be mowed. Some paths
will be mowed through these

areas to create walkable
paths.
Kiblin, who added Institution grounds maintenance to
her growing list of responsibilities as part of some offseason personnel changes,
said the “no mow” zones create some budgetary savings
but most importantly demonstrate a commitment to Chautauqua Lake.
“I think by now most
Chautauquans understand
that the Institution is taking
a proactive leadership role in
protecting our most valuable
resource,” Kiblin said. “Together with other measures
we are implementing, the
‘no mow’ zones help to filter
potentially harmful nutrientladen stormwater runoff before it enters the lake. Over
time, we will introduce beautiful native wildflowers in
many areas, and the results
should be spectacular.”
Kiblin, Institution Director
of Operations Doug Conroe
and others in the Chautauqua
administration understand
that with change sometimes
comes a degree of resistance.
“We are continuing aggressive outreach efforts,
such as our public meetings
last summer on the Institution’s shoreline management
plan, to build understanding

and acceptance of what we
are doing,” Conroe said. “But
everyone associated with
Chautauqua knows this special place could not be sustained in its present form if
the lake dies.”
Returning to the Institution’s ambitious off-season
agenda, Kiblin itemized some
other programs. One such
program is the addition of
several rain gardens near
Miller Bell Tower and the Pier
Building.
“There are rain gardens
with native wildflowers and
wetlands being installed on
and around the point behind
the bell tower and next to Pier
Beach,” Kiblin said. “We have
replaced venerable black willow trees in the same area
which has been damaged in
recent storms.”
A porous paver program
was also extended to walkways around the Chautauqua
Cinema, Lincoln Park and
McKnight Hall.
“Since the material is porous, stormwater runoff is
minimized and the water is
retained on site and filtered
before flowing into the lake,”
Kiblin said.
Another highlight for
green Chautauqua is work
associated with 2011 grants to
the Institution from the feder-

al government and New York
state, which totalled nearly
$700,000. The grants supported a comprehensive stormwater runoff management
system to protect Chautauqua Lake. Plans to implement

I think by now most
Chautauquans
understand that the
Institution is taking a
proactive leadership
role in protecting
our most valuable
resource.
— RYAN KIBLIN,
manager of grounds,
gardens and landscaping

the program called for establishing a series of miniature
wetlands on the golf course
along Route 394, which will
absorb stormwater before it
can pull phosphorus and other pollutants into the lake.
Conroe noted that while
he is “thrilled” about the
funding, it comes with “conditions and paperwork.”
“That, in turn, leads to de-

lays, which in this case have
been significant,” Conroe
said. “Since Chautauqua is a
national historic district, for
instance, we needed a targeted environmental review.
A state-approved cultural resource investigator was hired
to complete it.”
Months of planning, paperwork and compliance
have borne visible fruit this
spring. Work is underway
on the golf course wetlands,
which will result in an ecofriendly, and beautiful, fairway hazard on the Lake
Course. Stormwater management projects planned for
the fall include work in four
ravine areas, including the
South End Ravine. Damage
to the ravine from Hurricane
Sandy last fall prompted a
thorough assessment of trees
in the area by a local arborist
firm, resulting in the culling
of nearly 150 dead, damaged
and diseased trees and the
trimming of 87 trees.
Regional and local recognition for Chautauqua’s green
efforts have been building.
Conroe reported, for example, that the Pier Beach rain
garden construction was also
supported by anonymous local donors.
“The Institution is getting more targeted donations

to support green activities
here,” he said. The New York
State Environmental Facilities Corporation, a key player in local ecology efforts,
“clearly wants [the Institution’s] stormwater management efforts to succeed.”
“They want to use our success as a template for similar
projects around the state,”
Conroe added.
Representing green Chautauqua planning and efforts,
Conroe has recently addressed New York’s Southern
Tier West Regional Planning
and Development Board and
hosted a visit from neighboring Cattaraugus County
planning officials. Chautauqua County Executive Greg
Edwards recently, and publicly, thanked Institution
President Tom Becker for his
leadership in maintaining the
Institution’s lake shoreline,
according to the Chautauqua
County Chamber of Commerce.
“None of this eco-friendly activity is rocket science,” Conroe said, “and it
doesn’t necessarily involve
a whole lot of new thinking or methods. It’s really
just changing our mindset
in dealing with stormwater
runoff issues — not just designing a bigger pipe.”
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SELECTIONS

The Summer

OF OUR CONTENT
A slate O F VA R I E D , A C C L A I M E D W O R K S ,
2013 CLSC SELECTIONS CHANNEL SHAKESPEARE
kelsey burritt
Staff Writer

T

o be a Chautauqua Literary and Scientific
Circle selection, a book must be
important, and it must be well written. It
must be very well written. Regardless of
genre and of publication date, a CLSC book is
one that even the Chautauqua reader might not
have read before.

WEEK ONE / JUNE 27 / 3:30 P.M.
L A S T A P E S TA N D I N G :

T h e S e v e n - M i l l i o n Ye a r S t o r y o f
H o w a n d W h y We S u r v i v e d
by Chip Walter

I n L a s t A p e S t a n d i n g , C h i p Wa l t e r
draws from philosophy and
paleoanthropology to answer how
humans have managed to survive.
“When you look at us this way — a lifelong child, with a mind itching to play, and
famished for surprise — you can see how the power for creating originality out of
random experience, and the ability to share those experiences, could have taken
us from a mere ten thousand or so primates seventy-five thousand years ago
scrambling back from the abyss of extinction, to seven billion creatures who have
not only populated every corner of the planet, but managed to rocket away from it
a few times to orbit and land elsewhere in the solar system.”
— Chip Walter, L a s t A p e S t a n d i n g

WEEK TWO / JULY 4 / 3:30 P.M.

THE STICK SOLDIERS
by Hugh Martin

A f t e r a n 11 - m o n t h - l o n g t o u r i n I r a q ,
H u g h M a r t i n i m p a r t s h i s j o u r n e y, f r o m
withdrawing from school to returning
h o m e a g a i n , i n h i s P o u l i n , J r. P o e t r y
Prize-winning poetry collection,
The Stick Soldiers.

“by dawn, the moon seems cut in half
with a dull razor. the soldier writes
his mother, but not of the dream
where he’s lost both arms,
and tries again,
and again, to hug her.”
— Hugh Martin, T h e S t i c k S o l d i e r s

WEEK THREE / JULY 11 / 3:30 P.M.
THE CUTTING SEASON
by Attica Locke

Attica Locke’s The Cutting Season tells
t h e s t o r y o f C a r e n G r a y, t h e g r o u n d s
manager of an antebellum plantationturned-tourist attraction. When a
migrant worker ’s corpse is unearthed
o n t h e e d g e o f t h e p r o p e r t y, C a r e n m u s t
confront the plantation’s disturbing past.
“They were, each of them, connected across time, across the rolling land of a
place called Belle Vie, each navigating a life shaped by the raw power of labor, but
also love, their relationships built on river salt, thin and shape-shifting, their family
lives a work of improvisational art, crafted from whatever was at hand, like the
glistening bottles of Akerele’s bottle tree.”
— Attica Locke, T h e C u t t i n g S e a s o n

WEEK FOUR / JULY 15 / 3:30 P.M.

W H AT M O N E Y C A N ’ T B U Y :
The Moral Limits of Markets
by Michael J. Sandel

Three-time CLSC author Michael J.
Sandel tackles the gray area at the
intersection of markets and morals
i n W h a t M o n e y C a n ’t B u y , a b o o k t h a t
challenges its readers to search for value
beyond what can or cannot be sold.

“Market relations can be
considered free only when the
background conditions under
which we buy and sell are fair,
only when no one is covered by
dire economic necessity.”
— Michael J. Sandel, W h a t M o n e y C a n ’ t B u y

WEEK FOUR / JULY 18 / 3:30 P.M.

At least those tend to be
the criteria for Sherra Babcock, vice president and
Emily and Richard Smucker
Chair for Education.
The Chautauqua Literary
and Scientific Circle, established in 1878, continues to
bring together a group of
diverse readers through a
shared collection of literary
works.
“Its main purpose now is,
and I hope always will be,
a directed reading course,”
Babcock said. “We want to
have a group of books that
everybody has read, that we
have in common, that gives
us cultural, social, sometimes political, sometimes
religious, certainly artistic
involvement with the same
body of literature.”
Each season has a vertical
theme, which serves as an
umbrella that loosely connects all 11 books. This season’s theme is “Shakespeare.”
Inspired in part by The Romeo
and Juliet Project, the CLSC
theme encourages an awareness of Shakespeare’s works
and themes.
“Shakespeare’s
themes
are so broad,” Babcock said.
“If Shakespeare didn’t write
about it, then it probably isn’t
a human emotion.”
While the selections do
not necessarily directly correlate to specific Shakespearean works, they do call for
the reader to make his or her
own connections between
the authors and genres.
“Are we asking every
writer to come up to the level
of Shakespeare? No, I don’t
think so,” Babcock said. “The
most identifiable Shakespeare theme, surprisingly,
is The Story of Edgar Sawtelle,
which is a book about a boy
who raises dogs.”
Although the plot of Edgar
Sawtelle draws parallels to
that of Hamlet, author David
Wroblewski told Babcock the
story also carries traces of
Romeo and Juliet. Babcock had
not picked up on those elements during her first read
and said she plans on rereading the book to find them.
Edgar Sawtelle is Wroblewski’s first novel and was

accoladed by numerous publications as the best book of
2008. Wroblewski will present the novel in Week Six,
the same week that the CLSC
will feature its first-ever classic selection, keeping with
the theme of “Crime and
Punishment.”
Although CLSC authors
are usually required to come
to Chautauqua to present
their work, Fyodor Dostoevsky, the late author of
Crime and Punishment, is an
exception to the rule.
“We have one of the preeminent Russian literature
scholars in the country coming to bring that book to us
as readers,” Babcock said, referring to Irwin Weil, professor emeritus at Northwestern
University, where he taught
Slavic studies for more than
40 years.
This is the first time the
CLSC has chosen a classic
work to be presented by a
leading academic, but Babcock hinted that there may
be more selections as such in
the future.
Paris: A Love Story by Kati
Marton, a memoir about
young love and loss in Paris,
is another selection that can
be connected to Shakespearean work: his sonnets.
“Not any specific ones,”
Babcock said, “but the idea
that love can be place-centered, it can have various
forms, it can have various expressions and various emotions around it.”
One of the more familiar
selections on the list, Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s
Tale, was chosen despite the
fact that many Chautauquans may have read the
book in the past.
“We think that they might
have read it in college, and
we think that it has applicable social ideas for beyond
college,” Babcock said. “Even
if you’ve read it, it will still be
a surprise.”
Atwood’s visit is made
possible by the John C. Court
Family Foundation, which
has previously sponsored
the visits of Ted Kooser, Rita
Dove and Salman Rushdie.
see CLSC, page B9

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
b y F y o d o r D o s t o e v k y,
presented by Irwin Weil

Dostoevsky’s classic novel is a
psychological tour de force about
R a s k o l n i k o v, a p o o r s t u d e n t i n a
debilitating fall from grace, whose guilt
proves almost greater than his desire for
redemption.

“What if man is not really a
scoundrel, man in general, I mean,
the whole race of mankind — then
all the rest is prejudice, simply
artificial terrors and there are no
barriers and it’s all as it should be.”
— Fyodor Dostoevsky, C r i m e a n d P u n i s h m e n t

WEEK SIX / AUG. 1 / 3:30 P.M.
T H E S T O RY O F
E D G A R S AW T E L L E
by David Wroblewski

D a v i d Wr o b l e w s k i ’ s T h e S t o r y o f
Edgar Sawtelle is a tale about a
mute boy and his dog, as well as the
repercussions of betrayal and exile.
“Trudy sat in her chair in the living room, a white blanket in her arms. Doctor
Papineau was on the couch, hat on his lap. Almondine approached, quivering with
curiosity. She slid her muzzle carefully along Trudy’s shoulder, stopping just inches
from the blanket, and she narrowed her eyes and inhaled a dozen short breaths.
Faint huffing sounds emanated from the fabric and a delicate pink hand jerked
out. Five fingers splayed and relaxed and so managed to express a yawn. That
would have been the first time Almondine saw Edgar’s hands. In a way, that would
have been the first time she saw him make a sign.”
— David Wroblewski , T h e S t o r y o f E d g a r S a w t e l l e

WEEK SEVEN / AUG. 8 / 3:30 P.M.
PA R I S : A L O V E S T O R Y
by Kati Marton

I n K a t i M a r t o n ’ s r e v e a l i n g m e m o i r,
Paris: A Love Story, she paints Paris
as the centerpiece of her romantic life
and as a city where love is found, lost
and rediscovered.

“Climbing the narrow, creaky
stairs to our pied-Á-terre reminds
us of other lives we have lived —
and lives we planned still to live. In
Paris, we wrap our little apartment
around ourselves like a blanket,
and keep the world outside.”
— Kati Marton, P a r i s : A L o v e S t o r y

WEEK EIGHT / AUG. 15 / 3:30 P.M.
T H E L O N G WA L K : T h e S t o r y o f
Wa r a n d t h e L i f e T h a t F o l l o w s
by Brian Castner

Brian Castner ’s The Long Walk: A Story
of War and the Life That Follows gives
a window into the heart-wrenching
conflict of a veteran at war with himself,
an internal struggle greater than that with
a n y e x t e r n a l e n e m y.
“I run in the hottest part of the day, the full afternoon blaze, the heat of the black
asphalt, baking in the summer sun, rising through my shoes and into my feet. I
speed up, but the Crazy feeling is still winning. It overwhelms.”
— Brian Castner, T h e L o n g W a l k

WEEK NINE / AUG. 20 / 3:30 P.M.

WEEK FIVE / JULY 25 / 3:30 P.M.

W E A R E TA K I N G
O N LY W H AT W E N E E D

I M M O R TA L B I R D
by Doron Weber

T H E H A N D M A I D ’ S TA L E

by Stephanie Powell Watts

by Margaret Atwood

A 2012 Chautauqua Prize finalist,
S t e p h a n i e P o w e l l Wa t t s ’ c o l l e c t i o n
tells the stories of African-American
women in North Carolina grappling with
dysfunctional families, religious duties and
disillusionment with love.
“I’ve seen her talk to grief-stricken and depressed people, whip out the Bible she
seems to know by heart and without a blink show them that God is a fortress … a God
of comfort, love, and forgiveness. And for a few seconds, I think she really lightens
those people. It is no small thing to give a person even a moment of hope.”
— Stephanie Powell Watts , W e A r e O n l y Ta k i n g W h a t W e N e e d

A modern classic, Margaret Atwood’s
T h e H a n d m a i d ’ s Ta l e f o l l o w s O f f r e d , a
handmaid in a dystopian future where
women have lost basic individual
rights and are valued solely on their
ability to give birth.
“We must look good from a distance: picturesque, like Dutch milkmaids on a wallpaper
frieze, like a shelf full of period-costume ceramic salt and pepper shakers … Soothing
to the eye, the eyes, the Eyes, for that’s who this show is for.”
— Margaret Atwood, T h e H a n d m a i d ’ s Ta l e

T H E C H A U TA U Q U A P R I Z E
The
2013
Chautauqua
Prize was awarded to Timothy Egan’s Short Nights of the
Shadow Catcher. During his
week-long residency at the
Institution, Egan will accept
the $7,500 prize in a presentation on Wednesday, July 10.

WEEK SIX / AUG. 2 / 3:30 P.M.

Short Nights is a nonfictional
account of photographer Edward Curtis’ efforts to document the lives of Native Americans in the early 20th century.
It is the first nonfiction work to
receive the award and the second winner overall, following

last year’s winner, The Sojourn
by Andrew Krivak.
In its second year, Chautauqua Prize book submissions
increased from 67 to 125 titles.
The number of represented
publishers also increased from
35 to 67 publishing houses.

A reeling account of a father ’s fight
for his young son’s life, Immortal Bird
b y D o r o n We b e r i s b o t h a t r i b u t e t o
the power of family and a cautionary
tale about the downfalls of the
American health care system.
“Damon was a ‘blue baby’ whose organs and tissues did not get enough
oxygen. He was smaller and weaker than other infants and his gross motor
skills developed more slowly. But his brain, his manual and verbal dexterity,
and his imagination never lagged.”
— Doron Weber, I m m o r t a l B i r d

2013 WINNER: SHORT NIGHTS OF THE SHADOW CATCHER
b y Ti m o t h y E g a n

2013 Chautauqua Prize Finalists

Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk by Ben Fountain
The Presidents Club by Nancy Gibbs & Michael Duffy
Devil in the Grove by Gilbert King
The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller
The Names of Things by John Colman Wood
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CLSC Young Readers experience stories of hope,
loss and adventure in 2013 selections
Kelley tunney
Staff Writer

Tales of travel to another
universe, a gorilla who lives in
a mall, struggle with disability
and loss, and a retelling of a
classic romance are just some
of the adventures awaiting
young readers this season.
During the 2013 CLSC
Young Readers program,
children ages 9 to 14 have the
opportunity to partake in
the weekly book discussion,
with titles selected by Teresa
Adams, assistant director of
the Department of Education
and Youth Services and director of Special Studies.

“I look for
recommendations from the
students, the
New York Times
Best Sellers list
and other faculty,” Adams said.
“The idea is getting
kids interested in reading and enjoying it.”
Young Readers participants
who read four or more selections — at least one from each
category of fiction, nonfiction
and classics — as well as attend the weekly discussions

will receive a selection of their
choice.
Discussions
will take place
at 4:15 p.m.
Wednesdays at
various locations
on the grounds. Story-related activities will
accompany each discussion.
Young Readers participants who have read 16
books from the program’s
historic book list are eligible
for the Young Readers medallion.

Week One: A Wrinkle in Time — 4:15 p.m. June 26

Week Six: Discovering Wes Moore — 4:15 p.m. July 31

Location: Alumni Hall Ballroom
Readers will be transported through time and space in Madeleine L’Engle’s classic A Wrinkle
in Time. Meg Murry — accompanied by her younger brother Charles Wallace and a friend,
Calvin O’Keefe — attempts to find her father, who mysteriously disappeared two years ago.
The group is guided by three mysterious beings. Ruth Wahl will lead science experiments
that explore the speed of light.

Location: Alumni Hall Ballroom
Wes Moore attends the Young Readers discussion to talk about his book, Discovering Wes
Moore. In the season’s second nonfiction selection, Moore describes the struggles he faced not
only with his own mistakes and successes, but also from the actions of another Wes Moore,
a man who is serving a life sentence for murder. Moore befriends the man he shares a name
with, and they each learn about life from their correspondence.

Week Two: The One and Only Ivan — 4:15 p.m. July 3

Week Seven: Dear Blue Sky — 4:15 p.m. Aug. 7

Location: Hall of Christ Campbell Room
A gorilla who lives in a mall is the central character for Katherine Applegate’s The One and
Only Ivan. Ivan is a gorilla who is content living in a stationary circus, exploring his interests
in art and rarely missing his former home in the jungle. When a baby elephant named Ruby
joins the group, though, she reintroduces him to their natural environment and teaches him
a new perspective. The group will discuss ecosystems, biomes and habitats and their correlation.

Location: Alumni Hall Ballroom
In Mary Sullivan’s Dear Blue Sky, Cassie is struggling to accept her brother’s deployment to
Iraq. When Cassie connects with an Iraqi girl named Blue Sky through her blog, she learns of
the effects the war has on those living in Iraq. While corresponding with Blue Sky, Cassie finds
the courage and strength to deal with her own problems. Author Mary Sullivan will visit the
group to discuss the effects of war and her book Dear Blue Sky, as well as answer questions
about her previous works.

Week Three: Lincoln’s Last Days — 4:15 p.m. July 10

Week Eight: Ungifted — 4:15 p.m. Aug.14

Location: Hall of Christ Sanctuary
Bill O’Reilly’s Lincoln’s Last Days recounts the night of the president’s death in a way that will
intrigue all ages. As the first of two nonfiction selections for the summer, O’Reilly’s historical
narrative is adapted from his novel Killing Lincoln. Readers will learn about Civil War music
and musicians from The Union Volunteers Fife and Drum Corps, who are based in western
New York.

Location: Hurlbut Church Room 1
Through a series of mix-ups, a troublemaker named Donovan is enrolled in the Academy of
Scholastic Distinction rather than punished after setting off his biggest prank. In Gordon Korman’s Ungifted, Donovan attempts to blend in with a school of geniuses. Donovan shares his
own gifts with the school, and they turn out to be more useful than expected. Readers will
learn about basic engineering by creating robots with Legos.

Week Four: The Grimm Legacy — 4:15 p.m. July 17

Week Nine: Out of My Mind — 4:15 p.m. Aug. 21

Location: Alumni Hall Ballroom
Rather than lending out books like a standard library, Elizabeth’s workplace lends out objects.
In Polly Shulman’s The Grimm Legacy, readers join Elizabeth on a dangerous investigation to
discover who is stealing magical objects from the Grimm Collection in the basement of the
library. Kaye Lindauer will bring some of the Grimm fairy tales to life during the discussion.
Readers are welcome to write their own fairy tales or bring one to share.

Location: Alumni Hall Ballroom
Young Readers ages 12 and older will follow the story of Hazel, a 16-year-old terminal cancer
patient forced to attend a support group, in John Green’s The Fault in Our Stars. When Hazel is
introduced to Augustus Waters in the support group, they form a bond that changes both of
their lives. Young Readers ages 11 and younger are introduced to Melody, who has been diagnosed with cerebral palsy. However, she doesn’t allow her inability to walk or talk define her.
In Sharon Draper’s Out of My Mind, Melody searches for a way to inform others of her abilities.

Week Five: The Young Reader’s Shakespeare: Romeo & Juliet — 4:15 p.m. July 24
Location: Alumni Hall Garden Room
Romeo and Juliet’s classic tale of young romance has a contemporary retelling in The Young
Reader’s Shakespeare: Romeo & Juliet by Adam McKeown. This story is more than simply Shakespeare’s prose; McKeown includes helpful information such as background on both Shakespeare and the play, answers to questions young readers may have and visuals throughout
the story. Readers will experience a performance from the Chautauqua Theater Company
during the discussion. The book will also serve as a precursor to July 27’s The Romeo and Juliet
Project in the Amphitheater.

The group as a whole will discuss illness and loss and how to deal with both. CLSC author
Doron Weber will visit to share his experience from the illness and death of his son and help
readers to answer the tough questions associated with the topic.
Young Readers Medallion Award
Young Readers participants who read Jeffrey Simpson’s Chautauqua: An American Utopia and at
least 15 books from the historic book list — made up of more than 150 titles — are eligible for
the Young Readers Medallion Award. Application forms are available in the Colonnade and
can be turned in at the CLSC Veranda. The John Bliss Memorial Fund and CLSC Class of 2002
support the award.
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CTC turns the big 3-0
josh austin
Staff Writer

Now that the Chautauqua
Theater Company has turned
30, it’s finally ready to settle
down.
Fresh out of its 20s, CTC is
shedding its “me” mentality
and discovering a newfound
maturity with its 30th anniversary season, which means
figuring out its identity within Chautauqua Institution’s
community, as well as within
the national theater scene.
“One of things that I’ve
been thinking about and
writing about is, “What does
it mean to turn 30?’ ” asked
Vivienne Benesch, artistic director of CTC. “In your 30s,
you start to think of yourself
in relationship to your community. You start to have
a sense of responsibility to
that, which is actually a pleasure, not a burden.”
This season, which boasts
both Broadway hits and classics (Tennessee Williams’ Cat
on a Hot Tin Roof, Bruce Norris’ Clybourne Park and William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors), is focused on
creating a conversation with
Institution audiences.
“A lot of the plays this
year look at what our place
in America is culturally, socially, politically and racially
from lots of different angles,”
Benesch said.
Cat, which just closed a
short-lived run on Broadway, starring Scarlett Johansson and CTC alumnus
Benjamin Walker, centers on
a Southern family in crisis.
The Pulitzer Prize-winning
Clybourne takes a look at racial insecurities in a Chicago
suburb. Norris’ drama is a
response to Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun, in
which the American dream
is convoluted for both black
and white families.
The Comedy of Errors, directed by Andrew Borba, will
be set in a turn-of-the-centu-
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A lot of the plays this
year look at what our
place in America is
culturally, socially,
politically and racially
from lots of different
angles.”

— Vivienne Benesch,
Artistic Director of CTC

ry sideshow, reopening the
classic questions of identity
and family.
“We came up with the three
‘C’s’ when we were throwing
around different plays, and
Clybourne, Cat and Comedy
seemed to keep falling into
2013,” said Sarah Clare Corporandy, managing director
of CTC. “Once we landed on
[the season], we started to feel
really good about it.”
Still, the season is not just
chosen with the Institution in
mind. Both Benesch and Corporandy have to play a bit of
a numbers game in order to
make the season fit. The conservatory’s 14 members and
five fellows also factor into the
selections. Corporandy said
CTC chooses shows that will
demonstrate the acting chops
of each conservatory member.
In addition to the main
shows, the company will perform two plays in its New
Play Workshop: Dark Radio
by Colin McKenna and Transit by Kait Kerrigan. The two
shows explore the nature of
“otherness,” or characters
living in alienation and having to explore who they are.
In addition to creating a
local conversation, CTC is
extending its regional and
national presence.
“We need to ensure that
there is an audience for tomorrow,” Benesch said. “Not
just from the younger gen-

brian smith | staff photographer

Chautauqua Theater Company Artistic Director Vivienne Benesch
and Managing Director Sarah Clare Corporandy pose on the
Bratton Theater stage. Both are preparing for the 2013 Season,
which marks the 30th anniversary for the company.

eration on the grounds, but
outside of the grounds.”
This year, for the first time,
the company has hired a national press representative
to help raise CTC awareness
nationally.
Corporandy said the company is trying to spread its
reputation. Locally, CTC is
actively trying new ways to
interact with Jamestown and
Mayville. The group is also
using Facebook as a means to
communicate with Buffalo,
N.Y., Cleveland and Pittsburgh.
“Through our alumni,”
Corporandy said, “is how we
engage with our community
a lot in the off-season, just
in the national theater scene,
trying to get more talk about
Chautauqua. I would love for
people to think of CTC as they
think of Stratford [Festival] or
Shaw [Festival Theatre].”
Recently, CTC alumnus
Gabriel Ebert won the Tony
Award for featured actor in a
musical for his comedic portrayal as Mr. Wormwood in
Matilda the Musical.
Ebert is just one of many
when it comes to the evergrowing list of alumni making it to the Great White Way
or Silver Screen, including

Jessica Chastain (“Zero Dark
Thirty”), Benjamin Walker
(Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson), Marin Hinkle (“Two
and a Half Men”) and Harris Yulin (“Scarface”), among
others.
“We’re just beginning to
see the fruits of what the past
nine, 10 years are, in terms of
the imprint that Chautauqua
alumni are going to have in
the American theater, film
and TV industry,” said Benesch.
And with its eyes set on
the future, CTC isn’t afraid to
bring along some of its past.
Former CTC artistic director Rebecca Guy will fill the
role of the beloved nurse in
The Romeo and Juliet Project,
the inaugural installation of
an inter-arts production (including elements from Chautauqua Dance, Chautauqua
Opera Company, Chautauqua Sympony Orchestra and
the School of Music). Benesch
deems Guy’s arrival the perfect complement for this anniversary season.
“In talking about age, we’re
talking about maturity,” Benesch said. “While some people
don’t want to admit they’re
aging, I’m really excited about
this next decade.”

At Chautauqua, recreation is personal
are lucky enough to have spent time here as
a child may squint and see someone more
familiar, a smaller version of themselves
small group of onlookers has gathtaking in the view from Palestine Park.
The sort of balance
ered to watch and listen as Laura
To children, this place may mean a first
Nelson relaxes in her own personal
sweet
taste of summer freedom, hot days
that recreation
way. Nelson’s choice of recreation today is
when Mom is more relaxed and more likely
playing music by the lake at dusk. If she
provides in everyone’s to push back bedtime, just a little. To Mom
were playing a violin or banjo, people would
and Dad, that time in the day when the kids
life, or should, is that
probably give her more privacy. Even a cello
are running around may mean time to take
or drum set would be more discreet.
there has to be a time a class, or to finally read that paperback that
Nelson is playing an alphorn, which
has collected dust since Christmas.
to play, there has to
seems the size of a car. You may have seen
Many will seek out the world-class intelone of these instruments in commercials for
lectual
stimulation provided by the mornbe a time to read,
cough drops. Two small knobs support the
ing lectures. That feeling of stagnation that
horn where it rests in the grass, about 11 feet there has to be a time
sometimes comes with the daily grind may
from where she blows into the mouthpiece,
give way to something that may be missing
to think.”
seemingly from another time zone.
during the rest of the year: a sensation of
— Jack Voelker, growth.
One of the special things about ChautauGeneral manager,
qua Institution is the idea that there is someSome will turn their brains off entirely
Chautauqua Golf Club
thing for everyone, including personal recreand sink into a blissful state of sun-induced
ation that may only work for the individual.
coma, occasionally waking up just enough
From fast paced-sports and activities to purely cerebral and
to eat some ice cream.
personal endeavours, the Institution is a sandbox; how and
Everything that weighs us down during the year is hopewhat we play in it is completely up to us.
fully shed like an old skin at the Main Gate.
Jack Voelker is the general manager of Chautauqua Golf
Nelson the alphorn player wraps up her session; the bugs
Club and former director of the Institution’s Department of
are getting annoying and the birds in the house above her
Recreation.
aren’t the most courteous audience, swooping in uncomfort“The sort of balance that recreation provides in everyone’s ably close with a lively choral accompaniment. She looks
life, or should, is that there has to be a time to play, there has satisfied in the fading light. Next week, she will be in Switto be a time to read, there has to be a time to think,” Voelker
zerland teaching her chosen recreation to Swiss students; in
said. “Right from the beginning, Chautauqua has been tryother words, back to work. Today, though, she is content to be
ing to give that to people.”
a citizen of a place that exists in a perpetual state of summer.
Norma Fletcher is reading aloud to a friend on Bestor
Plaza. A light breeze tries to turn each page like an impatient
child. The book, a picture book by Jon Klassen, is titled This
is Not My Hat. Fletcher reads the book with the playful intonations she no doubt mastered during her years as a teacher,
a sort of verbal sing-song. Her friend is concentrated on her
knitting.
For history buffs, recreation may mean wandering the
grounds and speaking to ghosts of the past. They may squint
and see Thomas Edison taking a meal at the Athenaeum
Hotel, or Ulysses S. Grant down in Miller Park. Some who
mark haymond
Staff Writer

A

#CHQ2013

Golf
Chautauqua Golf Club features two scenic 18-hole courses
overlooking Chautauqua Lake, a well-equipped pro shop,
locker rooms, equipment and cart rental and professional
instruction. Single, family and junior season memberships
are available. The Learning Center, a new 25-acre
practice and teaching facility, offers a series of clinics
and junior golf camps.
716-357-6211

Tennis
Eight state-of-the-art fast dry courts (two illuminated for
night play) are available at the Chautauqua Tennis Center,
located adjacent to the Turner Community Center. Private
lessons are available from teaching professionals. Clinics,
round-robins and tournaments are scheduled throughout
the season. In addition to short- and long-term
memberships, daily court fees are available. The Coyle
Courts, four hard courts located at the Boys’ and Girls’ Club
on the south end of the grounds, are available to the public
during non-Club hours.
716-357-6276

Sailing
Instructional classes are offered by the Sailing Department,
located at the John R. Turney Sailing Center, at beginner,
intermediate and advanced levels. Private lessons and
rentals are also available.
716-357-6392

Sports Club
The Sports Club, located on the lakefront near the
Athenaeum Hotel, provides facilities for shuffleboard,
horseshoes, lawn bowling, bridge and other games and
activities. Paddleboat, kayak and canoe rental, softball
leagues and the annual Old First Night Run/Walk/Swim are
all part of the Sports Club program.
716-357-6281

Exercise/Fitness
Chautauqua Health & Fitness is a full-service exercise and
strength-training facility with two sites: Turner Community
Center, with indoor pool and Heinz Beach. Short- and longterm memberships and daily passes are available.
716-357-6430
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“The Best Kept Secret on Chautauqua Lake”

Mayville
Mayville / Chautauqua Chamber of Commerce 2013 Events

The village of Mayville
is the closest village to the
Chautauqua Institution
Exit the Chautauqua
Institution main gate,
turn right. Shop, Play &
Dine all within 3.5 miles.
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Opening Sacred Song Service one of
pure, ‘rock ’em, sock ’em’ celebration
nikki lanka
Staff Writer

Jared Jacobsen likens his
choice of Sacred Song Service
themes to putting together
a puzzle. And the opening
night’s selection is a picture
of pure jubilance.
“I just want to celebrate
how excited we are to be
back at Chautauqua,” Jacobson said.
Jacobsen is the coordinator
of worship and sacred music,
known to most as the talented fingers and feet behind
Chautauqua’s organ performances. The focus of the first
8 p.m. service of the season
is “Oh Happy Day!,” an arrangement Jacobsen calls
“down and dirty gospel.”
“The piano rocks out, and
the choir rocks out and they

don’t even have to sing exactly
the right notes as long as they
get the spirit going,” he said.
Saxophonist George Wolfe
will join the 150-piece Chautauqua Choir and Massey
Memorial Organ for “Steal
Away to Jesus,” a hymn now
integral to the summer’s
opening weeks.
“A lot of the music this
opening night is kind of ‘rock
’em sock ’em’ and easy to put
together,” Jacobsen said, “but
this one is just sleek and gorgeous and just shimmers in
the air for a moment when
it’s done.”
Howard Helvey arranged
the piece. He was a piano student at the Institution about
20 years ago, at Jacobsen’s estimate.
Jacobsen lets Helvey know
each time the Choir performs

the piece. But Halvey just
seems happy that anyone
finds the arrangement good
enough to perform. Jacobsen
recalled Halvey asking, “Oh,
that old chestnut, you’re doing that again?”
Jacobsen
responded,
“Trust me. It’s magic here.”
He and the choir will also
play “African Processional,”
a call-and-response melody
featuring an antique African
drum. The Swahili text loosely translates to “welcome, my
friend.”
“To hear a congregation
sing in the Amphitheater is
unbelievable,” Jacobsen said.
“If they really get going, they
can sing louder than I can
play, which is just the most
exciting thing.”
The organist will feature
a new song this year titled

Michelle Kanaar | Daily file photo

Jared Jacobsen, Chautauqua organist and coordinator of worship and sacred music, leads the
Chautauqua Choir in rehearsal during the 2012 Season.

“Lord our God,” arranged
by William Beckstrand. Its
“anthem-verse” format suggests the verses and music
remain the same each time
around; only the edges of the
arrangement change slightly.

Attendees familiar with
the weekly service will find
no surprises in the format,
beginning with “Day is Dying in the West” and ending
with “Now the Day is Over”
and “Largo.”

“There are other occasions
in the summer when we will
do things that are more reflective,” he said. “This one
will have its reflective moments in the service, but
we’re just going to cut loose.”

Week One Mystic Heart leader Lukasik links the mind and body to the universe
fredo villaseñor
Staff Writer

“The mind is the forerunner of all things.”
Paul Lukasik was studying this proverb when he
was invited to lead the Mystic Heart Program during
Week One — which, he soon
found out, would cover “Our
Elegant Universe.”
“What great timing,” Lukasik thought to himself. “What
created the universe? Nothing
other than the mind.”
The Mystic Heart Program
is a Department of Religion
initiative, founded by Subagh
Singh Khalsa. The program

Baptist House
The Rev. James Braker, retired American Baptist minister of Rochester, gives a sermon
titled “Encouragement Lake”
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday in Baptist
House, 35 Clark Ave. Braker, a
graduate of Colgate-Rochester
Seminary, served churches
in New York, Ohio and New
Jersey, as well as in England
and Turin, Italy, where he pastored The English-Speaking
Church, a ministry begun by
the city’s historic Waldensian
church. Soprano Mary Ellen
Kimble will perform.
Blessing and Healing
Daily Service
The Blessing and Healing
service, sponsored by the Department of Religion, takes
place at 10:15 a.m. weekdays in
the Randell Chapel of the United Church of Christ headquarters. This service is one opportunity that provides a time for
quiet prayer in the midst of a
busy Chautauqua schedule.
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin
presides at the 9:30 a.m. Shabbat Service Saturday in the
Everett Jewish Life Center
Library. The Torah reading
is Balak (Numbers 22:2). A
Kiddush follows at 12:15 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 9:50 p.m.
Rabbi Vilenkin leads a
discussion on Kabalah at 9:15
a.m. Monday in the Library
Room of Alumni Hall. The
topic this week is “The Big
Ten Declassified.”
Chautauqua Catholic Community
Daily Mass is celebrated
at 8:45 a.m. Saturday at the
Chapel.
Mass is 5 p.m. Saturday in
the Hall of Philosophy. Sunday Masses are 9:15 a.m. in
the Hall of Christ and 12:15
p.m. in the Hall of Philosophy.
Daily Mass is celebrated 8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m.
Monday through Friday in
the Episcopal Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.
Priests in residence this
week at the Catholic House are
the Rev. Anthony Ciorra, assistant vice president for mission
and Catholic identity and professor of religious studies at
Sacred Heart University, Fair-

aims to share meditation techniques from a variety of world
religions and traditions. Lukasik represents the tradition
of Vipassanā — which means
“insight” in Pali, the language
of many early Buddhist texts
— or mindfulness meditation.
He will lead the daily morning
meditation sessions and the
semiweekly afternoon seminars on Tuesday and Thursday.
Lukasik was studying occupational therapy at University at Buffalo when his
friends, who knew he had
some interest in meditation, recommended that he
do a meditation retreat at
the Insight Meditation Soci-

field, Conn., and the Rev. Anthony DiPalma, campus minister and instructor of Italian
at Georgian Court University,
Lakewood, N.J.
The Rev. Todd Remick is spiritual advisor of the Chautauqua
Catholic Community and pastor of St. Mary of Lourdes in
Mayville and Bemus Point.
Deacon Ray and Pat Defendorf of All Saints Parish,
Corning, are host and hostesses at the Catholic House.
Deanna Bliss of Mayville is
weekend Sacristan.
Chautauqua Dialogues
Chautauqua Dialogues are
facilitator-led group discussions offered 3:30 to 5 p.m.
Friday in various locations to
be announced. There is no fee,
but registration is required.
Sign-ups are taken at the 2
p.m. Interfaith Lectures until
venues are filled. The focus
of this week’s conversation is
“Journey of the Universe.”
Christian Science House
This week’s Bible lesson
during the 9:30 a.m. Sunday
service asks “Is the Universe,
Including Man, Evolved by
Atomic Force?” All are welcome during the week in our
reading room, open 24/7,
where copies of the Christian
Science Monitor, archived radio programs, lectures and
talks on topics of current interest and research are available.
Disciples of Christ
The Rev. Carol Vaccariello
has chosen select reading from
the first chapter of Genesis as
the basis of her communion
meditation “The Beginning
Again,” at 9:30 a.m. Sunday
at the Disciples of Christ
House, 32 Clark Ave. Vaccariello earned degrees from Ecumenical Theological Seminary
in Detroit, Mich., St. Mary’s
Seminary in Cleveland, Ohio,
and Ashland Theological Seminary in Ashland, Ohio. She
has worked extensively at Wisdom University, formerly University of Creation Spirituality,
with founder Matthew Fox.
ECOC
The ECOC brown bag
lunch lecture by Jeff Vreeland
titled “TheoStory of Emerg-

Lukasik
ety in Massachusetts. This
was Lukasik’s introduction
to mindfulness meditation,
and he has been practicing it
for the last 25 years. He cur-

rently studies with Spring
Rain Sangha teachers Randy
Baker and Jim Bedard.
Lukasik said the benefits
of mindfulness meditation
are twofold.
“It brings stability and
consciousness, rooted in the
present moment," he said.
"With that comes a decrease
in distractibility. The other
benefit of mindfulness is the
faculty of wisdom, or experiential understanding, of the
nature of the mind and body
— even of the universe.”
Tuesday’s seminar topic
will be “Mindfulness of
Our Inner Universe.” Lukasik will teach the core of

Interfaith News
Compiled by Meg Viehe
ing Time” is at noon Monday
in the UCC Randall Chapel.
Discussion centers around
how the cosmos is emerging
toward original, more complex unions of matter, and
how evolution is becoming
personal.
Episcopal Chapel of
the Good Shepherd
The Rev. Earle King, rector
of St. Martin’s in the Fields,
Grand Island, N.Y., presides
at services of Holy Communion at 7:45 and 9 a.m.
Sunday in the Chapel of the
Good Shepherd, located at
the corner of Clark and Park.
The Rev. Virginia Carr, Vicar of the chapel, leads a service
of sung Compline at 9:30 p.m.
Sunday at the chapel,
King presides at Holy Eucharist 7:45 a.m. weekdays in
the chapel.
Food Bank Donations
Hurlbut Church is accepting non-perishable foot items
for the Ashville Food Pantry.
Non-perishable food donations may be dropped off at
any time at the Scott Ave entrance of Hurlbut Church.
Hurlbut Memorial
Community Church
A service of meditation,
scriptures, songs, prayers
and communion is 8:30 to 9:15
a.m. Sunday at Hurlbut Memorial Community Church,
located on the corner of Scott
and Pratt avenues.
Hurlbut Lemonade Stand
Hurlbut Church’s Lemonade Stand serves coffee, lemonade, iced tea, a variety of
sweet rolls, grilled hot dogs,
hamburgers and Italian sausages 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday on the sidewalk in front
of the church.

Hurlbut Church Meal Ministry
Hurlbut Church serves
lunch from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15
p.m. weekdays, and dinner
from 5 to 7 p.m. each Thursday
evening during the season.
The weekday lunches offer
a choice of homemade soup
and sandwich, soup and salad, turkey salad plate, fresh
fruit plate, veggie wrap, or a
special-of-the-day — either
quiche, taco salad or crab
salad. All lunches are served
with a beverage and a freshly
baked cookie for $7. All proceeds from the meals benefit
the mission and ministries of
the Hurlbut Church.
International Order of
the King’s Daughters and Sons
The Ida A. Vanderbeck
Chapel on Pratt Street is open
to all for prayer and meditation from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. The International Order of
King’s Daughters and Sons
own the chapel, which was
built in the early 1960s.
Labyrinth
Chautauquans can learn
about and walk the Chautauqua Labyrinth during the
2013 Season. Sponsored by
the Department of Religion,
an orientation is presented
at 7 p.m. every Monday
throughout the season. Located next to Turner Community Center, the labyrinth
is accessible though the Turner building or through the
parking lot, if arriving via
state Route 394. Remember
your gate ticket.
Lutheran House
All are invited to attend a
Service of Holy Communion
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday in the Lutheran House located on the
brick walk at the corner of
Peck and Clark. The Rev. Carl
Onofrio, an interim minister in upstate New York,
presides. Onofrio received

mindfulness meditation, and
students will learn to to be
aware of both their bodies
and their minds.
“Then you’ll see how
the universe gets created
through the mind-body complex,” Lukasik added.
Thursday’s seminar topic
will be “Loving Our Universe.” Students will learn a
companion meditation practice
to mindfulness called Metta
meditation, commonly translated as loving-kindness meditation. The seminar will begin
with cultivating a joyful love
of one’s own mind and body.
This love will then extend to
the environment around the

practitioner and ultimately to
the whole universe.
Daily morning meditation
is from 7:15 to 8 a.m. Monday
to Friday in the conference
room of the Main Gate Welcome Center. The meditation
seminar, which will include
practice and discussion, is
from 12:30 to 1:55 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday in the
Hall of Missions. A centering
prayer session will be held
Thursday in the Welcome
Center from 7:15 to 7:45 p.m.
Gate passes are required
to attend the morning meditation session. All sessions
are open to people of any
spiritual or religious belief.

degrees from Hartwick College, Oneonta, N.Y., and Lutheran School of Theology in
Chicago.

United Church of Christ

Presbyterian House
The Rev. Paul Means, associate pastor for Congregational Care and Mission at
the Northwood Presbyterian
Church in Clearwater, Fla., is
the Presbyterian House chaplain for Week One. His sermon
for the 9:30 a.m. Sunday service in the Presbyterian House
chapel, based upon selections
from Psalms 8 and 19, is titled
“Creation’s Call to Joyfully
Celebrate the Glory of God.”
Means earned degrees at
Tulsa Community College
and Oklahoma State University, Presbyterian Theological
Seminary in Austin Texas,
and Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, Calif.
Presbyterian House welcomes all Chautauquans to the
porch for coffee, hot chocolate,
and lemonade each morning
following the weekday morning worship and preceding
the morning lecture.
Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers)
The Religious Society of
Friends, Quakers, meets for
worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday
in the Octagon Building on
the corner of Cookman and
Wythe avenues.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
The Rev. Frank Hall, recently retired senior minister of the
Unitarian Universalist Church
of Westport, Conn., speaks on
“Frost Advisory” at the opening service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday
at the Hall of Philosophy.
Hall brings his life long
passion of poetry to Sunday’s
sermon. Ann Weber and
friends provide music. Coffee and conversation follow
the service. Religious education for children ages 4-12 is
available during the service
at the Unitarian Universalist
House at 6 Bliss Ave.
The Rev. Hall leads an informal discussion of the sermon at 9:30 a.m. Monday at the
Unitarian Universalist House.

The Rev. Julianne Stokstad,
recently retired from serving
United Church of Christ congregations in Northern California, draws on the opening verses of Genesis for her
sermon titled “In the Beginning” at the 8:45 a.m. Sunday
worship service at the UCC
Headquarters next to the
Amphitheater. The chaplain
of the week focuses on the
biblical story of creation of
“Our Elegant Universe." The
service is followed by a social
hour. Before entering seminary, Stokstad taught biology
for 25 years.
United Methodist House
The United Methodist
House beings the celebration
of its 125th year of hospitality at Chautauqua Institution
by welcoming the Rev. Sarah
Roncolato of Stone Church,
Meadville, Pa. She leads the
9:30 a.m. Sunday worship in
the United Methodist Chapel. Her sermon title is “Unfolding Wonder.” Roncolato
earned degrees from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
and Duquesne University.
All are welcome to a Chautauqua Three Taps party after
Sunday’s Sacred Song service.
Coffee is served between the
morning worship and the 10:45
a.m. lecture each weekday.
Come share lunch and
a chaplain’s chat at noon
Tuesday on the porch and
enjoy the Chaplain’s Chat.
Stop by the house or call 3572055 by Monday to preorder
your lunch from the Hurlbut
Church lunch ministry.
Unity of Chautauqua
Unity of Chautauqua welcomes the Rev. Peggy Konkel
of Merritt Island, Fla., to lead
9:30 a.m. Sunday service in the
Hall of Missions. Her message
is “Living an Unlimited Life.”
Konkel was ordained as
a Unity minister in 2005. She
has served as senior minister for Unity of Blue Water in
Port Huron, Mich., and is now
located on the space coast of
Florida assisting in ministry
at Unity of Merritt Island.
Unity holds a morning
meditation 8 to 8:30 a.m. weekdays in the Hall of Missions.

Page B6

Weekend Edition, June 22 & 23, 2013

The Chautauquan Daily

literary arts

Writers’ Center anniversary season introduces new workshop leaders
kelsey burritt
Staff Writer

Chautauquans listen to
speakers at the Amphitheater, they read the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific
Circle book selections, but
they find their own outlet
for written expression at the
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.
The Writers’ Center celebrates its 25th anniversary
this season with the same focus that has engaged Chautauquans since 1987: teaching
the craft of writing.
Each week the Writers’
Center hosts two writers-inresidence: one poet and one
prose writer. The writers
host Brown Bag lectures on
Tuesdays and Fridays at 12:15
p.m., give public readings on
Sundays at 3:30 p.m. and lead
workshops at the Literary
Arts Center at Alumni Hall.
Additionally, the Writers’
Center holds weekly open
mics for the community at
5 p.m. on Sundays in the
Alumni Hall Ballroom.
While the Writers’ Center
hosts many accomplished
writers, Program Director
Clara Silverstein said the
workshops at Chautauqua
Institution are unique because of the students who
enroll in them.
“You’ll get people taking
workshops who have been
very accomplished in another field, and they might just
want to try writing,” Silverstein said. “You will sometimes find three generations
in one workshop.”
It’s common for those in
workshops to learn as much
from fellow students as from
the visiting writers themselves.
“People at Chautauqua are
so well educated in so many
ways that their comments
are so insightful,” Silverstein
said. “I think that’s unique
to Chautauqua. People really read the classics; they
read widely in many, many
fields.”
Workshops are a small, intimate environment. About
12 people gather daily and,
depending on the workshop

leader, engage in constructive
critical feedback of submitted
work, try their hand at writing exercises or read from selected published work.
“It’s an active process;
there’s a lot of discussion,”
Silverstein said, who was
first introduced to the workshops in 1993 as a student.
She continued to enroll in
workshops until she became
actively involved with the
center in 2000. She has been
program director since 2008.
“Anyone is welcome, even
if they’ve never written before, and then they can just
try,” she said.
Week One
Poet-in-residence Jo McDougall will help students
unearth poems through careful revision in her workshop,
“Going for the Gold: Finding the Poem in Your Poem.”
This is the first time McDougall will visit Chautauqua
Institution. She is the author
of five books of poetry and
associate professor emeritus
at Pittsburg State University
in Kansas.
Philip Gerard, prose writer-in-residence for Week One,
will lead a workshop titled
“Place: The Stage of Action.”
A sense of place, whether
real or invented, will be approached as a generative
source of action — almost as
the set of a stage. Gerard coedits the Institution’s literary
journal with his wife, Jill, and
chairs the department of creative writing at University of
North Carolina Wilmington.
Week Two
In a workshop titled “ ‘I’m
Somebody! Who Are You?’
Writing About Cultural Identity,” poet-in-residence Philip
Terman challenges students
to both embrace and satirize
their personal cultural associations in an effort to stimulate
original work. Terman co-directs the Chautauqua Writers’
Festival, is a contributing editor to the Institution’s literary
journal and is a professor of
creative writing and literature
at Clarion University.

Kristin Kovacic, prose
writer-in-residence for Week
Two, is a familiar name for
the Writers’ Center. She returns this season to explore
the inroads of an often sensitive topic for memoirists
and nonfiction writers in her
workshop “Writing Truthfully About Family.” Kovacic
is the recipient of a Pushcart
Prize and teaches young
writers at a public creative
and performing arts school
in Pittsburgh.
Week Two also highlights
a special presentation by one
of the Writers’ Center cofounders, Mary Jean Irion. At
3:30 p.m. on Friday, July 5, in
Alumni Hall, Irion will discuss the challenges of her latest book, SHE-FIRE: A Safari
Into the Human Spirit, which
she self-published.
Week Three
As poet in residence for
Week Three, Kevin Young
will explore the evocative
power of the culinary in his
workshop, titled “Come to
the Table: Writing About
Food and Drink.” A professor and curator at Emory
University, Young is the recipient of a 2012 American
Book Award and a finalist for
the 2013 National Book Critics Circle Award for Criticism for his recent book, The
Grey Album: On the Blackness
of Blackness.
Kent Gramm, prose writerin-residence for Week Three,
will lead a workshop called
“Making History: Building
Narratives from Real Lives.”
He aims to help students
write truthfully while still
managing to find revelations in their work. Gramm
was nominated for a Pulitzer
Prize for his book November:
Lincoln’s Elegy at Gettysburg.
He is a professor of creative
writing, American literature
and Civil War-era studies at
Gettysburg College.
The Writers’ Center will
also host a special workshop
on July 9 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
titled “The Art of Book Reviewing,” led by Boston Globe
book columnist Kate Tuttle.

Week Four

ine the visual aspects of her
writing, from her involvement with her book cover art
to her interest in clothing as
a character-defining element.

In his workshop “Listening to Your Own Voice: Poetry as Natural Speech,” Week
Four poet-in-residence William Heyen will push students to nurture their own
individual voices, stripped
of heightened language. For
his work, Heyen has been a
finalist for the National Book
Awards. His book A Poetics of
Hiroshima was a 2010 CLSC
selection.
Karen Day, Week Four
prose
writer-in-residence,
will lead a workshop titled
“Creating Authentic Voices
in Children’s Books.” Day
will challenge the idea that
children’s literature is easy
to write and explore its own
particular rules as a genre.
Day has written three middle-grade novels. One of her
books was chosen as one of
Bank Street College’s Best
Children’s Books of the Year.

Geraldine Connolly, poetin-residence for Week Six,
will use exercises to help
students explore writing as
an instrument of healing in
her workshop, “Poetry and
Healing.” Connolly taught
at Johns Hopkins University,
has published three poetry
collections and received the
W.B. Yeats Poetry Award.
Prose writer-in-residence
for Week Six Laura Kasischke
will inspire her students to
write with vigor and ease in
her workshop, “Tapping the
Well for Short-Short Stories.”
Kasischke teaches at the University of Michigan and has
published eight novels and
eight collections of poetry.

Week Five

Week Seven

Todd Davis, poet-in-residence for Week Five, will
lead a workshop called “Pursuing Happiness Through a
Poem,” which aims to help
students navigate away from
clichés in writing about joy
and celebration. Davis has
written four books of poetry
and received the Gwendolyn
Brooks Poetry Prize.
Week Five prose writerin-residence Kim Todd will
help students engage in selfreflection with scientific fact
in her workshop, “Tangled
Bank: Weaving Science and
Nature into Personal Essays.” Todd is the author of
three books of nonfiction,
the recipient of a PEN/Jerard
Fund Award and a professor
at Penn State Behrend.
Week Five features two
special events for the Writers’ Center. In a collaboration
with Chautauqua Theater
Company, playwright Molly
Smith Metzler will lead a
playwriting workshop for
students of all interest levels.
CLSC author Margaret Atwood will also give a master
class called “Life, Work and
Drawing,” which will exam-

“Extending Your Poems:
Advanced Poetry Workshop” will feature poet-inresidence William Wenthe
encouraging students to disavow category and formula
in their writing. Admission is
by advance submission only,
and the workshop extends
through Week Eight. Wenthe
teaches poetry at Texas Tech
University, has published
three books of poetry and received Pushcart Prizes.
Zelda Lockhart, prose
writer-in-residence for Week
Seven, will lead a workshop titled “The Character’s
Landscape.” Lockhart will
explore character development and the relationship
between internal and external landscapes. Lockhart
is publisher and director at
LaVenson Press Studios and
was awarded the Piedmont
Laureate for Literature.

Week Six

Week Eight
Poet-in-residence
Mary
McLaughlin Slechta will help
students gainfully use official accounts, such as letters
and diaries, in her workshop,
“The Time Traveller’s Guide

to Writing About the Past.”
Slechta is an associate editor
for The Comstock Review in
Syracuse, N.Y., and is the author of the collection Wreckage on a Watery Moon.
Nancy McCabe, prose
writer-in-residence, will lead
a workshop called “Bringing
Memoir Alive Using Techniques From Fiction.” The
workshop will help students
use strategies from fictive
storytelling without compromising the truth in their nonfiction. McCabe is the author
of four memoirs, has received
a Pushcart Prize and directs
the writing program at the
University of Pittsburgh at
Bradford.
Week Eight also features
two master classes by acclaimed authors Leonard
Rosen and Billy Collins.
Rosen, a 2012 CLSC author
for his novel All Cry Chaos,
will preview his new book
The Tenth Witness and discuss its difficult road to publication. Collins, former poet
laureate of the United States,
will engage the audience
with his own writing process
and promote the importance
of reading poetry every day.
Week Nine
To end the season, poetin-residence Nicole Cooley
will explore the dynamism
of poetic perspective in her
workshop, “Two Truths and
a Lie: Using Point of View in
Poetry.” Cooley is a professor
at Queens College, City University of New York, and has
written four collections of
poems and a novel.
Prose writer-in-residence
Robert Leleux will help students shape memory into
memoir in his workshop,
“Song of Yourself: Transforming Life into Memoir.”
Leleux is the author of two
books and a columnist for
The Texas Observer.
Week Nine also has a special workshop on book publishing called “You Are Your
Own Best Publicist,” led by
Kathie Bennett, founder and
president of Magic Time Literary Agency.

Gerard, McDougall to lead Writers’ Center workshops in Week One
Kelsey burritt
Staff Writer

The Chautauqua Writers’
Center workshops for Week
One are concerned with finding a poem within a poem,
and generating a story within a place.
Poet-in-residence Jo McDougall will lead a workshop
called “Going for the Gold:
Finding the Poem Within
Your Poem,” and prose writer-in residence Philip Gerard

will lead a workshop called
“Place: The Stage of Action.”
Both writers will give a reading at 3:30 p.m. Sunday on
the porch of Alumni Hall.
This will be McDougall’s
first visit to Chautauqua Institution. A native of southern Arkansas, she grew up
on a rice farm, the subject of
her memoir Daddy’s Money.
However, the majority of the
reading will come from her
poetry; some are nature poems, while others are reflec-

tions of what she calls the
quirky, strange discoveries
she makes in the world.
McDougall’s
workshop
will focus on the element of
surprise in poetry. She plans
on showing her students how
to take advantage of syntax,
meter and even silence to
achieve moments of surprise.
Gerard has a rich history
with the Institution. Invited
to participate in the Chautauqua Writers’ Festival by Festival Director Diana Hume

Let’s Visit!

George, he has been a workshop leader multiple times
and now co-edits the Institution’s literary journal, Chautauqua, with his wife, Jill.
His prose workshop will
explore place as an active element in a story, whether real
or invented, and the dramatic possibilities it can open up.
“I think of it as if I were
creating a stage, and I want
to put things on the stage to
create a sense of where I am
in the reader’s imagination,”

Westfield

Gerard said.
While fiction might allow
for more creative license in
choice of setting, even real
places offer themselves to innumerable artistic interpretations and reimagining.
Despite exposure to the
image of the Eiffel Tower
in film and media, Gerard
remembered feeling astonished at the scale of the monument during his first trip to
Paris.
“As familiar as it was,

it was surprising,” Gerard
said. “I would describe it totally differently having been
there.”
McDougall will give a
Brown Bag lecture at 12:15
p.m. Tuesday on the porch
of the Literary Arts Center
at Alumni Hall titled “So
You’re Writing A Memoir.
Who Cares?” Gerard will
also give a Brown Bag lecture
at 12:15 p.m. Friday also on
the Alumni Hall porch, titled
“On Fire for Research.”

Weekend Edition, June 22 & 23, 2013

Page B7

The Chautauquan Daily

d a i ly

BRIAN SMITH | Staff Photographer

FRONT ROW: Matt Ewalt, John Ford, Mary Lee Talbot, Lori Humphreys, Sean Cotter, Anthony Dominic, Gavin Higbie, Katie McLean, Andrew Mitchell, Kaitrin McCoy, Natalie Mayan, Kelsey
Burritt, Beverly Hazen, Amanda Tuthill, Fredo Villasenor, Greg Funka, Ben Hoste, Brian Smith. BACK ROW: Jordan Steves, Kelly Tunney, Jess Miller, Katherine Armstrong, Mark Haymond, Maggie
Livingstone, Victoria Wolk, Paige Cooperstein, Mikaela Longo, Josh Austin, Nikki Lanka, Roxana Pop, Kelsey Bell, Ray Downey, Devlin Geroski, Chad Weisman. Missing from photo: Meg Viehe

meet your 2013
CHAUTAUQUAN
DAILY staff

T h i rt y- s i x wr i ters , photogr a phers , d es i gners a n d
e d i tors from a roun d the countr y a n d the wor l d
Katherine Armstrong
Design editor

Katherine Armstrong is
currently a senior at Kent
State University, pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in visual
journalism with a concentration in information design.
She is also minoring in visual communication design
and photo illustration. She
has experience working with
several student publications
at Kent State, including the
Daily Kent Stater.
Josh Austin
Theater, Family
Entertainment Series

As a self-proclaimed theater nerd and show-tune
junkie, Josh Austin is excited
to tackle the theater world
at Chautauqua Institution.
While earning his master’s
in arts journalism from Syracuse University, Josh spent
the past year immersed in
dramatic arts. He served as
editor in chief of the regional
website Green Room Reviews and worked as Central
New York’s regional editor
and critic for BroadwayWorld.
com. This spring, he interned
with Backstage magazine in
New York City.
Kelsey Bell
Design editor

Kelsey is a sophomore
at Ohio University’s School
of Visual Communication,
majoring in infographics

and publication design.
Originally from St. Louis,
she was named the National High School Journalist of the Year in 2012
by the Journalism Education Association. She is the
design editor of The Post,
Ohio University’s student
newspaper.
Kelsey Burritt

Literary ARTS

Kelsey Burritt recently
graduated from the University of Rochester with a
bachelor’s degree in English
and minors in Spanish and
theater. Last summer she
covered the Chautauqua
Symphony Orchestra for the
Daily and has happily returned this season to report
on literary arts. She looks
forward to finally purchasing a face-sized cookie from
the Pier Club and beating her
time from last summer’s Old
First Night Run.
George Cooper
Archives

George Cooper writes
preview articles for the Archives Heritage Lecture
Series, as well as a weekly
column, “The Daily Record,”
drawing from Chautauqua
history as relayed in The
Chautauquan Daily of yesterday. This summer, George
will explore the 1950s.
Paige Cooperstein
Visual Arts, LIBRARY

Paige Cooperstein writes

about culture and the visual
arts. She recently received
her master’s in arts journalism from Syracuse University. Paige wrote front-page
features for The Post-Standard
newspaper in Syracuse, N.Y.,
spent the spring in New York
City interning with Vanity
Fair and just finished covering Spoleto Festival USA
for The Post and Courier in
Charleston, S.C. A TV junkie,
Paige finished seven years of
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer”
in only two months.
Sean Cotter
Web editor

Sean Cotter recently
graduated from Syracuse
University with a dual
degree
in
newspaper
journalism and political
science. Originally from
Braintree, Mass., Sean
would like to make a career out of editing other
people’s work. He enjoys
current events, pop culture, politics, music and,
above all, puns.
Anthony Dominic
Copy editor

Anthony Dominic is a
senior at Kent State University, majoring in magazine journalism and minoring in political science.
He is the editor in chief
of The Burr, Kent State’s
quarterly general-interest
magazine. Anthony was
a top 10 national final-

ist in the Hearst Journalism Awards Program for
“Who is Lester Lefton?,”
his cover story for The
Burr’s December 2012 issue. He is originally from
Youngstown, Ohio.
Ray Downey
Production Manager

Born and raised in Utica, N.Y., Ray Downey now
calls Mayville home, where
he lives with his wife, Tina,
their walking, running,
sliding, climbing (on everything she can), 17-monthold daughter, Evelyn, and
their dog, Buddy. Ray returns to the Daily for his
15th summer as production
manager. This is also his
14th year working yearround as the Institution’s
graphic designer.
Matt Ewalt
Editor

Matt Ewalt has served
the Institution as editor of
the Daily since 2007. During that time he has worked
alongside more than 120
young journalists and a
core group of veteran Chautauquans. When he’s not in
the newsroom, Matt is on
Bestor Plaza searching for
Yoda with his two-year-old
son, Connor, and laughing
with his wife, Trish.
John Ford
Features

John Ford was a college
sportswriter and United
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Press International radio
news service editor, followed by a foreign service
career with the U.S. Department of State. Afterward,
he spent several years in
the chocolate business,
published numerous travel
articles and became a certified life coach. A long-time
Chautauquan, John is back
as a features writer for the
Daily. He’s often sniffing
around for news at one end
of a leash, with ace news
dog Charlie at the other end
— who’s probably sniffing
for something else.
Greg Funka
Photographer

Greg Funka is returning for his fourth summer
as features photographer
for the Daily. His work
has been published in the
Pittsburgh Quarterly, Purple
Martin Update, and numerous Western Pennsylvania
Conservancy publications.
In the fall, he will begin his
fourteenth year as a history teacher in the North
Allegheny School District,
located in the northern suburbs of Pittsburgh.

of College Relations, writing articles and working as a
secretary. His latest creative
writing project was a collection of five nonfiction essays
comparing and contrasting
ants and people, exploring
altruism, cruelty, individuality, community and language. He enjoys analyzing
the work of authors such as
Martin Heidegger and David
Foster Wallace.
Mark Haymond
Recreation;
Girls’ Club

Boys’

and

Mark Haymond will
graduate from Kent State
University in December
with a bachelor’s degree in
magazine journalism. He
is excited to explore Chautauqua, a place where
recreation is as much
about personal growth as
it is about having a good
time. When he’s not in the
newsroom, Mark will be
in his Kangol cap, rolling
around the grounds on
his rusty bike.
Beverly Hazen

Devlin Geroski

Bird, Tree & Garden Club

Development; special
afternoon PROGRAMS

Beverly Hazen enjoys
lap swimming and working outdoors in flower gardens. She and her husband
like the seasonal changes

Devlin Geroski double
majors in creative writing
and philosophy at Hiram
College in Northeast Ohio.
He’s involved with the Office

see staff, page B9
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Chautauqua Institution—Special Studies
Class Listings For Week One, June 23 - June 29

Register at any Ticket Window or by calling 716-357-6250
FULLY ENROLLED:
207 First Steps in Drawing; 1300 Gentle Yoga; 1925 Quarks, Higgs Bosons, and Quantum Physics

CONSULT CATALOG FOR COMPLETE
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS AND FEE.
CATALOGS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE MAIN
GATE, COLONNADE, AND OTHER
LOCATIONS.
If you attend a class in Turner Community Center,
bring your gate pass.

DAVID ZINMAN’S
CHAUTAUQUA CLASSIC FILM SERIES:
WEEK 1: Wednesday, June 26
City Lights (1931)
5:30 p.m.
Chautauqua Cinema at Hurst and Wythe

ART
100 Adult Ceramics Class (ages 18 & up): M-F, 9:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m., Arts Quad, Ceramics Studio. 101 High
School & Adult Ceramics (ages 15 & up): M-F, 1:304:30 p.m., Arts Quad, Ceramics Studio. 102 Life Drawing (ages 18 & up): M-F, 9:00-10:30 a.m., Art School
Annex. 105-106 Young Artists (ages 6-8): M-F, 8:3010:00 a.m., Turner, Rm. 204, (ages 9-11): M-F, 10:30
a.m.-12:00 p.m. 107 Young Artists (ages 12-14): M-F,
9:00-12:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 202. 200 Orientalism:
French Painters and The Enchanted Elsewhere (ages
x15 & up): M-F, 9:00-10:30 a.m., Hultquist, Rm. 101.
215 Plein-Air Painting With Panpastels (ages 16 &
up): M-F, 8:30-10:30 a.m., Pier Building Classroom.
216 Watercolor From The Beginning (ages 15& up):
M-W, 1:00-4:00 p.m., Pier Building Classroom.
CHILD DEVELOPMENT & YOUTH SKILLS
300 Music For Babies andToddlers (ages 3 mos.-3 yrs.
w/ caregiver present): M, W, F, 9:45-:10:30 a.m., Hall
of Education (Sheldon), Rm. 201. 301 Healthy Mind,
Healthy Body: Yoga For Kids (ages 4-8): M, W, F,
4:15-5:00 p.m., Heinz Beach Fitness, Rm. 2. YOUTH
SCHOLAR: 302 Space, Exploration, and Our Universe (ages 10-14): M-Th, 9:00 a.m.– 12:00 p.m., Hall
Of Education, Rm. 202. MASTER CLASS: 306 Discover Mars With Kobie (ages 9-14): TH, 3:00-5:00
p.m., Hultquist 101.
COMPUTER
500 Getting Started With Your IPad Or IPhone (ages
17 & up): M-F, 8:55-10:10 a.m., or 2:00-3:15 p.m.,
Turner, Rm. 101. 501 Editing Digital Photographs
With Photoshop Elements (ages 17 & up): M-F, 9:1010:25 a.m., Hurlbut Church, Rm. 3. 502 Creating
Multimedia Presentations Using Microsoft PowerPoint 2010 (ages 17 & up): M-F, 12:30-1:45 a.m., Hurlbut Church, Rm. 3. 503 Doing More With Your IPad
(ages 17 & up): M-F, 12:30-1:45 p.m., or, 3:30-4:45
p.m., Turner, Rm. 101. 504 IPad Max (ages 9-16): M-F,
10:25-11:40 a.m., Turner, Rm.101. 505 Introduction
To Robotics For Young Inventors (ages 7-10): M-F,
10:45 a.m.– 12:00 p.m., Hurlbut Church, Rm. 1. 506
Discover 3D Animation With Carnegie Mellon University’s Alice (ages 10-16): M-F, 10:45 a.m.– 12:00
p.m., Hurlbut Church, Rm. 3. 507 Robotics I&II (ages
10-16): M-F, 12:30-1:45 p.m., Hurlbut Church, Rm. 1.
508 The Games Factory (ages 10-16): M-F, 2:00-3:15
p.m., Hurlbut Church, Rm. 1.
SCHOOL of DANCE
600 Creative Movement (ages 3-4): M,W,F, 4:00-4:30
p.m., Carnahan-Jackson Dance Studios. 601 Creative
Movement (ages 5-6): M,W,F, 4:30-5:00 p.m.,
Carnahan-Jackson Dance Studios. 602 Introduction to
Ballet (ages 7-12): Tu, Th, 4:00-5:00 p.m., CarnahanJackson Dance Studios. 603 Ballet (ages 13 & up):
M,W,F, 5:00-6:30 p.m., Carnahan-Jackson Dance Studios.
DANCE/OTHER
700 Little Dancer II (ages 5-6): M-W, 1:00-1:45 p.m.,
Heinz Fitness, Rm. 2. 701 Beginner Swing and Cha
Cha For Fun (ages 16& up ): M-Th, 3:30-5:00 p.m.,
Turner Gymnasium.
LANGUAGE

1000 Conversational Spanish for Beginner and Intermediate Students (ages 13 & up): Tu-F, 9:00-10:30
a.m., Hall of Education (Sheldon), Rm. 203.

GAMES & RECREATION
2100-2103 Saturday Races: Sat., 9:30 a.m.– 12:00
p.m., Turney Sailing Center. 2104 Optimist Sailing
Beginning/Intermediate (ages 8-12): M-F, 9:00 a.m.–
12:00 p.m., Turney Sailing Center. 2105 Guided Sailing Experience (all ages, 12 & under must be accompanied by registered adult): Tu, or Th, 1:00-2:00 p.m., Turney Sailing Center. 2106 Advanced Youth Sailing
(ages 8-21): M-F, 1:00-4:00 p.m., Turney Sailing Center. 2107 Teen Sailing: Beginner/Intermediate (ages
13-17): M-F, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Turney Sailing Center. 2108 Adult Sailing: Beginner/Intermediate (ages
18 & up): M-F, 1:00-4:00 p.m., Turney Sailing Center.
Junior Grow Your Game Clinics (ages 8-14): W, 5:00
-6:00 p.m., Chautauqua Golf Learning Center. Golf 101
(ages 14 & up): Tu, 4:30-5:30 p.m., and Th, 6:00-7:00
p.m., Chautauqua Golf Learning Center. Golf 201 (ages
14 & up): Tu, 6:00-7:00 p.m., and TH, 4:30-5:30 p.m.,
Chautauqua Golf Learning Center. Grow Your
Game:Weekly Clinics (ages 14 & up): W, 5:00-6:00
p.m., Chautauqua Golf Learning Center.
1100 Bridge For Absolute Beginners (ages 14 & up):
M-Th, 3:30-5:00 p.m., Hall of Education (Sheldon), Rm.
201. 1101 Beginning Geocaching (ages 8-12): M-F,
4:15-5:45 p.m., Beeson Youth Center., Rm. 1.
HANDCRAFTS & HOBBIES
1200 Mosaics With Tile and Glass (ages 12 & up): M,
Th 9:00-10:30 a.m., Turner, Rm. 106. 1201 IPhone-OGraphy (ages 14 & up): M-F 9:00-10:30 a.m., Turner,
Rm. 103. 1202 Fabulous Ruffled Boa( ages 10 & up):
Tu, W, Th, 9:00-10:30 a.m., Turner, Rm. 102. 1203
Bring The Past Into The Present: Gifts of Heirloom
(ages 13 & up): W-Th, 1:00-2:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 106.
1204 Fiber Jewelry Techniques (ages 12 & up): M-F,
1:00-3:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 102. 1205 Videography
With Your Digital Camera (ages 14 & up): M-F, 1:003:00 p.m., Turner Conference Room. 1206 Crochet
For All Levels (ages 15 & up): M-Th, 1:00-3:00 p.m.,
Hultquist 201A. 1207 Easy and Fun Jewelry Techniques (ages 12 & up): M-F, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Turner
Rm. 102.
HEALTH & FITNESS
1301 Functional Fitness (ages 16 & up): M, W, 8:009:00a.m., Turner Gymnasium. 1302 Butts and Guts
(ages 15 & up): M-F 8:00-9;00 a.m., Turner Gymnasium. 1303 A.M. Yoga (ages 15 & up): M-F, 8:30-9:30
a.m., Turner Rm. 203. 1304 Yoga and You:Advanced
Beginning (ages 15 & up): M-F, 9:15-10:15 a.m., Hurlbut Church, M. Lawrence Rm. 1305 Zumba (ages 18 &
up): M, W, F, 9:15-10:15 a.m., Turner Gymnasium.
1306 Zumba (ages 18 & up): Tu, Th, 9:15-10:15 a.m.,
Turner Gymnasium. 1307 15-20-25 (ages 16 & up): M,
W, F, 9:15– 10:15 a.m., Heinz Beach Fitness, Rm. 1.
1308 Strength and Sculpt (ages 16 & up): Tu, Th, 9:15
-10:15 a.m., Heinz Beach Fitness, Rm. 1. 1309 Yoga:
Latte (ages 15 & up): M-Th, 9:15-10:15 a.m., Heinz
Beach Fitness, Rm. 2. 1310 Intro To Zumba (18 &
up): Tu, Th, 12:45-1:45 p.m., Turner Gymnasium. 1311
Pilates Mat Work (Price change to $35 for 3 sessions)
(ages 10 & up): M, W, F, 1:30-2:45 p.m., Turner Gymnasium. 1312 Water Exercise For Your Good Health
(ages 10 & up) M, W, F, 3:00-4:00 p.m., Turner Pool.
1313 Tai Chi: The Eight Ways (ages 20 & up): M-F,
3:30-4:30 p.m., Heinz Beach Fitness, Rm. 1. 1314 Feeling Better Exercises (ages 10 & up): M-F, 4:00-5:00
p.m., Hurlbut Church, M. Lawrence Rm. 1330 Sole Stories-Reflexology (ages 13 & up) M-W, 3:30-5:00 p.m.,
Turner, Rm. 106.
THE WRITERS’ CENTER
2200 Going For The Gold: Appreciating Contemporary Poems (ages 18 & up): M-F, 1:15-3:15 Literary
Arts Poetry Rm. 2210 Place: The Stage of Action (ages
18 & up): M-F, 1:15-3:15 p.m., Literary Arts Prose Rm.
WRITING COURSES
1400 Collaborative Digital Storytelling: Reaching
Across Generations (ages 12 & up): M-F, 12:301:45p.m., Library Classroom.
LITERATURE COURSES
1409 Comedy and Satire (ages 18 & up): M-F, 8:3010:30 a.m., Alumni Hall Ballroom. 1410 The Saturday
Morning Short Story Discussion Group (ages 16 &
up): Sat., 9:15-10:30 a.m., Library Classroom.1411 Parzival and the Search For The Holy Grail (ages 18 &
up): M-F, 12:30-1:30 p.m., Hultquist 101.
MUSIC
1600 Ukulele and You (ages 10 & up): M-F, 9:3010:30 a.m., Turner, Rm. 208. 1601 Beginning Mountain Dulcimer (ages 12 & up): M-F, 3:30-5:00 p.m.,
Turner, Rm. 208. 1602 Hand Drumming For Fun and
Relaxation (ages 8 & up): M-Th, 4:45-5:30 p.m.,
Seaver Gym

PERSONAL & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
1700 Personal Grounding Through The Native
American Medicine Wheel (ages 18 & up): M-F, 9;0010:30 a.m., Pier Building Lounge. 1701 From Older
To Elder: Embracing A New Vision of Growing
Older (ages 50 & up): M-Th, 3:30-5:00 p.m., Hultquist
201A.
RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY
1800 Cosmic Christologies: The Evolution of Christ
Figures in Science Fiction Films (ages 15 & up): Th,
F, 3:00-5:30 p.m., Hultquist 201B. 1801 Test of Faith
(ages 16 & up): Tu-F, 3:30-5;00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 105.
SPECIAL INTEREST
1900 Herb. Spice and Food Pairing (ages 15 & up): W
-F, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Turner Kitchen, Rm. 205. 1923
Gravestones, Cemeteries, and Your History (ages 16
& up): M-W, 9:00– 10:15 a.m., Hall of Education
(Sheldon) Rm. 204. 1924 What Tree Is That? (ages
14 & up):Th, F, 9:00-10:15 a.m., Hall of Education
(Sheldon) Rm. 204. 1926 United States Special Operations Forces (ages 14 & up): M-F, 9:00-10:30 a.m.,
Turner, Rm. 105. 1927 Robots: Our Brave New
World (ages 21 & up): M-F, 9:00-10:30 a.m., Turner
Conference Room. 1928 Emotional Freedom Technique and More (ages 12 & up): M-F, 12:30-1:30 p.m.,
Octagon. 1929 The Intersecting Worlds of Art and
Science (ages 17 & up): M-F, 1:00-2:15 p.m., Turner,
Rm. 103. 1930 Chautauqua Architecture (ages 13 &
up) M-F, 12:30-2:00 p.m., Hultquist 201B. 1931 Art
and The Holocaust (ages 15 & up): M-F, 1:00-2:30
p.m., Turner, Rm. 105. 1932 Science Fiction and Facts
– To Scare and Educate (ages 15& up): M-F, 3:305:00 p.m., Turner Conference Room. 1933 How Einstein Changed The World (ages 18 & up): Tu-F, 3:305:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 107. 1955 The Hidden Reality
(ages 15 & up): M, 1:30-2:30 p.m., Alumni Hall Ballroom.
THEATRE ARTS
2000 The History of American Musical Theater (ages
14 & up): M-Th. 4:00-5:00 p.m., Turner, Rm. 103.

Register at the
Following Locations
COLONADE TICKET WINDOWS
1 Ames Ave

8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. Monday-Friday
Saturday—Closed
11:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. Sunday

MAIN GATE TICKET WINDOWS
Main Gate Welcome Center

7:00 a.m.- 11:00p.m. Monday-Sunday

SPECIAL STUDIES OFFICE
(2nd Floor Hultquist)
716-357-6348
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Saturday Closed
Sunday 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Special Studies
Meet and Greet
Every Sunday from 12-3 p.m.
in front of the porch at Hultquist.
Come and meet Week 1 Faculty, who
are all eager to discuss their courses
with you!
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Summer, 1950: Among tense times, a promise of no rain

A

s it had for many years, the name The Chautauquan
Daily topped the July 3, 1950, edition of Chautauqua Institution’s summer paper, the first issue of
the season.
Added in the 1945 season, a subtitle followed: News of a
Famous American Center of Culture. The first headline read
“Tradition Marks 77th Season Opening.”
The front page included photos of four men: Ralph McCallister, vice president, in charge of program and education at the Institution; Edgar Fisher, professor at Sweet Briar
College who would deliver Week One’s morning lecture
series; Hugh Thompson, a nationally known baritone of the
Metropolitan Opera Association who would sing that night
in the Amphitheater; and Samuel M. Hazlett, president of
Chautauqua Institution.
Hazlett, the paper said, referred to time-honored words
and customs. He struck the gavel three times, called the assembly together and repeated the words of Bishop John H.
Vincent, Institution co-founder, who spoke them first in 1874,
the Institution’s founding year. He spoke of the Institution’s
various departments and the dependence of each one upon
the others. He spoke of how the mission was about more
than the summer. It was to have relevance to the world and
culture at large.
“ ‘Each department is important, ’ ” he said. “ ‘Without all
of them the Chautauqua idea would not be complete. We
celebrate today the beginning of the summer work of an
institution which never begins nor ends during the year. The
simplicity of this ceremony also emphasizes the unobtrusive
ministrations and democratic spirit which ought to dominate
the Chautauqua life.’ ”
The opening ceremony was part of the Sunday worship
service. Marshall T. Steel of the Highland Park United Methodist Church in Dallas delivered a sermon on the topic “Our
Faith.” In his address, Steel urged the congregation to adopt
a more firm and lasting faith, the paper reported.
“ ‘We believe, but our faith is fragile, rather than strong
and vigorous. When things are going right, our faith seems
to be strong, but when things go wrong our faith falters.’ ”
It would be a wonderful season, but there were reasons
why Steel concerned himself with his worshippers’ faltering faith — perhaps more now than at any other time.
On Page 6 of the Daily’s first issue, an article expanding
on Fisher’s morning lectures indicated that a change had
been made, and “in light of the tense situation in Korea,
Dr. Fisher, popular and long-time lecturer at Chautauqua,

CHQ STAFF
from page B7

in western New York and
year round just outside
Chautauqua. She also enjoys
traveling, especially visiting
with her two grandchildren.
Beverly is a Gannon University graduate and is returning for her ninth summer as
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club
reporter at the Daily.
Gavin Higbie
O ffice m a n ager

Gavin was born in Pittsburgh
and grew up in Melbourne,
Australia. After graduating
high school, he returned to the
United States to pursue a degree in Latin American studies from Tulane University.
This is Gavin’s 15th year at
Chautauqua, and he is looking
forward to a new experience
with the Daily.
Benjamin Hoste
P h oto g r a p h e r

Originally from Los Angeles, Benjamin Hoste is
a graduate student at the
University of Missouri,
where he is studying photojournalism. He is currently
working on a photography
project exploring a rural
town in Missouri. Ben enjoys traveling and has been
to more than a dozen countries, most recently visiting
Patagonia with his father
earlier this year.
Lori Humphreys
F e at u r e s

Lori Humphreys is returning for a sixth season with
The Chautauquan Daily, and
after covering Women’s Club
she has a new assignment:
developing features. She has
worked as a reporter for the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Almanac newspaper and community magazines including
mtl-Mt. Lebanon.

CLSC
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While not every selection
has a clear Shakespearean
correlation, some of them
manage to make thoughtprovoking intersections with
the lecture platform themes
of the week. One such matchup, Brian Castner’s The Long

Nikki Lanka
I n t e r fa i t h l e c t u r e
pr e v ie ws, Sacr ed
So n g s e r v i c e s ,CH O IR ,
O RGANS

Nikki Lanka is studying
journalism and history at
Ohio University. Originally from Canton, Ohio, she
hopes to find a job as a magazine features writer after
she graduates in December.
She may one day return to
school to study media law.
Nikki is a pianist, doodler
and cat enthusiast.
Maggie Livingstone
C h a u ta u q u a Wo m e n ’ s
Club, Contemporary
I s s u e s Fo r u m

Maggie Livingstone is from
Pelham, N.Y. and is a sophomore at Brown University. She
has not yet declared a major,
but she is considering urban
studies or English. Maggie
has been to Chautauqua every
summer of her life, but this is
her first summer working at
The Chautauquan Daily.

The Daily Record
Column by george cooper

VIEW THE VIDEO
accompanying this story at CHQDaily.com
has revised his original lecture to deal with this crucial focal
point in the international scene.”
A headline in the next day’s paper, from July 4, read
“Tense Times Give Special Meaning to Nation’s Birthday.”
The article continued, “This year’s Independence Day
celebration assumes more importance than an annual excuse
for the banks to close, for children to jangle their elder’s
nerves with exploding fireworks, and for automobile accident totals to soar.”
The Independence Day celebration did, indeed, give
special meaning to Americans’ exercise of their rights, and
the circumstances of the decade exacerbated issues of free
speech, national defense and social convention. Gay H.
Brown, justice of the New York State Supreme Court, gave
the Independence Day address. The Natrona Fire Department Band played a selection of marches. Howard Hartzell
read the Declaration of Independence and Contralto Lillian
Marchetto sang “America the Beautiful.”
In his address Brown decried any proposal for a
planned economy.
“ ‘Attacking those who advocate a collectivist or
planned economy in this country,’ the distinguished
speaker declared, ‘a planned economy ignores the biological drives of men.’
“ ‘The material prosperity in America,’ he continued,
‘is due to free enterprise based on liberty and equality.
To the collectivists who question this doctrine, we may
say that we will meet them on their own ground. We are
willing to compare our economic strength with any other
ware, she is thrilled to be
spending her summer in
the Chautauqua community.
With 15 years of dance training, Natalie hopes her coverage will reflect her appreciation of the arts.
Kaitrin McCoy
C h a u ta u q u a S y m p h o n y
O r c h e s t r a , Lo g a n
Chamber Music
S e r i e s , P IER C l u b

Kaitrin McCoy studies
journalism and music composition at Ohio University.
She hopes to write a musical retelling of Peter Pan this
summer and knows the Institution is the perfect refuge for any ambitious artist.
Her dream is to perform and
compose for a living. Barring
that, she wants to revitalize
video game journalism, focusing on storytelling and
interactivity.
Katie McLean

Andrew Mitchell

Mary Lee Talbot

M u lt i m e d i a e d i to r

Mo r n i n g Wo r s h i p

Andrew Mitchell received a
bachelor’s degree in photojournalism from the University of
Missouri. After graduating in
December 2012, he spent five
months interning with the Victoria Advocate in Victoria, Texas.
As the Daily’s first multimedia
editor, Andrew is excited to tell
Chautauqua’s story through
digital media.

A freelance writer, editor,
historian and Presbyterian
minister, Mary Lee Talbot received her Ph.D. from Columbia University. She wrote her
thesis on the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle and
women’s education. Mary Lee
is the author of 100 Years of
Beauty, the hot-off-the-presses
history of the Chautauqua
Bird, Tree & Garden Club. She
and her dog, Max, call Chautauqua home.

Roxana Pop
P h oto g r a p h e r

Roxana Pop’s passion for
visual storytelling carried her
all the way from Romania to
the United States. A Fulbright
scholar, she is pursuing a master’s degree in photojournalism at the University of Missouri. She likes to go by “Roxi,”
so people often ask her if Roxi
Pop is her real name. The answer is yes.

P h oto g r a p h e r

Brian Smith

Originally from Georgia,
Katie McLean is a curious
young lady who enjoys people, stories and soup. She also
enjoys the clicking sound her
camera makes when it captures a moment. Katie is excited about Chautauqua Institution’s unique atmosphere and
hopes to serve the community
to the best of her ability.

P h oto g r a p h e r

Jess Miller

Brian Smith is from Kipton, Ohio, a town of 200 very
odd souls. He attends Kent
State University where he
studies visual journalism
and serves as the photo editor of the Daily Kent Stater.
When he isn’t chasing a story, Brian enjoys getting his
hands dirty working on historic steam locomotives.

Mo r n i n g l e c t u r e
p l at f o r m

Jordan Steves
M a n a g i n g e d i to r

Natalie Mayan is a junior
studying advertising and
public relations at Marietta
College. She recently returned from a three-week
trip to Thailand and Cambodia. Originally from Dela-

Jess studies journalism
and political communication at Ohio University.
She is the managing editor
of The New Political, an online publication, and a staff
writer at The InterActivist,
a progressive print magazine, both at Ohio University. After three internships
in Washington, D.C., she
would like to one day return to the city as a print reporter hounding candidates
on the campaign trail.

Jordan is managing editor
of the Daily. He serves Chautauqua during the off-season
as lecture associate in the Department of Education, helping to shape and coordinate
the morning lecture platform
and literary offerings. Jordan
graduated from St. Bonaventure University, currently lives
in Mayville, N.Y., and looks
forward to that hour each day
when his 4-year-old golden retriever, Grady, takes him on a
walk around the grounds.

Walk: A Story of War and the
Life That Follows during Week
Eight (“Turkey: A Model for
the Middle East?”), was entirely unintentional.
The Long Walk recounts
one veteran’s experience adjusting to life in the United
States after three tours of
service in the Middle East.
At first, the selection only

fit loosely within the week’s
geopolitical theme; now, considering the current tension
in the Middle East, the book
calls more attention to conflict resolution.
“We feel like it’s important, now that we’re coming
hopefully out of these wars,
that we examine what we
learned,” Babcock said.

Mikaela Longo
D e s i g n e d i to r

Mikaela Longo is a proud
Ohio University Bobcat, originally from Pittsburgh. She
prefers summer over winter, and if she could be any
animal, she’d be a giraffe.
She always has a hair tie on
her wrist and considers ice
cream a necessity. When she
grows up, she wants to design greeting cards.
Natalie Mayan
Da nce prog r a m,
Institution
A d m i n i s t r at i o n , b o a r d
o f t r u s t e e s , p r op e r t y
o w n e r s a s s o c i at i o n

economy in the world.’
“Rounding out his arguments, Brown asserted, ‘The collectivist is essentially materialistic, he has no faith in Democracy. We who believe in Democracy place the spiritual and
human elements above materialistic,’ ” the paper reported.
In the opening days of the 1950 season, a large audience enjoyed Hugh Thompson’s recital in the Amphitheater. In fact, on July 4, the second issue of the 1950 Daily
reported that Thompson drew the “largest audience to
date this season.”
Gertrude T. Mould would give a talk in the Hall of Missions on self-understanding, titled, “Why We Are Important.” Kenneth Close would speak in Kellogg Hall on “An
Introduction to Nature Hobbies. Birds.” The Chautauqua
Women’s Club would begin its 63rd season. Edward Cross
would bring his color film report of America’s West, titled
“This Land of Ours,” a film highlighted by “such spectacular shots as Hopi Indians performing three of their native
dances on the rim of the Grand Canyon’s sheer cliffs, and the
towering peaks of the Sierra Nevadas.”
Just a little more than a week after North Korea invaded
South Korea, Fischer spoke in the Amphitheater about
“American Policy and the Korean Crisis.” The current situation was the result of “ ‘unfortunate agreements’ made at
Yalta in 1944, which gave Russia the whip hand, not only in
Poland but in the entire Far East,’ ” the paper reported. The
Korean situation would be a prelude to a real test later with
the Soviet Union.
“ ‘It is too early to tell what the outcome of the Korean war
will be,’ ” Fischer said. “ ‘Whether this will precipitate a hot
war remains to be seen. We can say that Russia and the U.S.
are facing each other in an entirely new light now.’ ”
There would not be a hot war — but no one knew that
then. There would be the Korean War. There would be a Red
Scare. There would be atomic diplomacy. There would be
racial integration, a permanent armaments industry of vast
proportions, paranoia and suspicions of conspiracy. And
there would be tradition, a time to strengthen faltering faith.
And, for the Fourth of July, 1950, there would be promise of
tolerable weather.
“Alphonse, the local weather sage, brings a touch of joy to
holiday vacationers here,” the Daily reported. “ ‘It definitely
won’t rain,’ he insisted. He added that it will be ‘cloudy and
there might be some scattered and intermittent moisture
from time to time, but it won’t rain.’ ”

»

Kelly Tunney
S c h oo l o f M u s i c,
Yo u n g R e a d e r s

Kelly Tunney is from Pittsburgh and graduated from
Kent State University in May,
where she earned a degree in
magazine journalism and a
minor in English. She is passionate about telling stories
and providing information
to others and hopes to write
for a newspaper or magazine
after her summer in Chautauqua.
Amanda Tuthill
D e s i g n e d i to r

Amanda Tuthill is a senior at Alfred University,
pursuing a Bachelor of Fine
Arts with a concentration
in graphic design and a minor in communications. She
is the art director of The Fiat
Lux, Alfred University’s student newspaper, and is also
involved with the school’s InterVarsity chapter.
Meg Viehe
I n t e r fa i t h N e w s
c o lu m n

Meg Viehe is a longtime
Chautauquan. Her life decisions are motivated by wanting to spend most of her time
on the grounds surrounded
by family. She grew up in
Snyder, N.Y., and went to
college at Cornell University
before “emigrating” to Cali-

fornia. She and her husband
Rich spent their honeymoon
at the Athenaeum Hotel.
During the off-season, Viehe
teaches second grade in Corona del Mar, Calif.
Fredo Villaseñor
I n t e r fa i t h L e c t u r e
S e r i e s; A b r a h a m i c
P r o g r a m f o r Yo u n g
A d u lt s; M y s t i c
He art Program

Fredo Villaseñor comes to
Chautauqua from the fertile
lands of eastern Washington. He recently graduated
from Whitman College with
a degree in biology and hopes
someday to be a scholar on the
dialogue between science and
religion. During his free time,
expect to find him rooting
around Chautauqua’s bosky
areas in search of edible mushrooms or skipping about with
his bug-catching net.
Chad Weisman
Oper a, Children’s
S c h oo l

Recent Kenyon College
graduate Chad Weisman
has turned his efforts to the
pages of the Daily. As a senior in high school, this lifelong Chautauquan traveled
the continent by Greyhound
Lines in search of stories. An
eager student of American
literature and culture, Chad
spends his free time reading,
running, playing piano and
listening to a variety of music.
Victoria Wolk
Cop y e d i to r

Victoria Wolk recently graduated from Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse School of
Public Communications with
a degree in magazine journalism. She worked for various
campus publications and also
interned with Philadelphia Magazine last summer. Originally
from Pittsburgh, she hopes to
work for a health and fitness
magazine after her summer in
Chautauqua.

on the grounds

Want to subscribe?
Stop by our office on Bestor Plaza to order any number of days,
weeks or a full season delivered directly to your Chautauqua
residence. Not on the grounds? Call the Daily at 716-357-6235 to
get your subscription through the mail.
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2013 SEASON

CONDOS FOR RENT

HOUSES FOR SALE

JUDSON HOUSE 4 Judson,
Prices reduced, One-Bedroom,
sleeps 4, weeks 2 and 9; FourBedroom, sleeps 8, weeks 1
and 3. Pet Friendly. www.thej u d s o n h o u s e . c o m ,
716.357.4736

83 PRATT a charming guest
house for the 2014 season.
Sleeps two. Newly Remodeled,
park-like setting, patio, on-site
parking, on tram & bus route.
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless internet, D/W, pet friendly. Season/
Part-Season 954-673-3602
bh@cpt-florida.com. Week 5
available 2013.

CONVERTED BARN. Mayville.
5 bedrooms, 3 baths. Post &
Beam. Cathedral Ceilings.
$88,340 Call Paul Century 21
716-485-3999

2014 Season
Adorable cozy apartment,
ground floor, 1 bedroom gem,
AC, cable, WiFi, W/D, full kitchen, recent construction and furnishings, on plaza and tram
route, level short walk to Amp.
7 Roberts. Season/Half Season
ONLY. Contact Frances Roberts
at 716-357-5557 or francesr@
optonline.net
1 4 F O R E S T (Modern Circa
1991) 1 Bed/1 Bath, Queen Bed
or 2 Bed/2 Bath, King/Queen
Beds, W/D, A/C, Flatscreen
TVs, Cable/Wifi, $1,250 and
$2,300 309-287-2367, janellac@aol.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A A / A L A N O N open meeting
Hurlbut Church Parlor Sundays
and Wednesday 12:30 p.m.
716-581-3202

CONDOS FOR RENT
CANCELLATION: Weeks 2-6,
2013 AVAILABLE! Tastefully
decorated 1 bedroom luxury
condo blends Victorian ambiance with modern amenities
(AC, dishwasher, washer/dryer,
elevator). Private 28’ porch.
Steps from lake, amphitheater,
Athenaeum. 15 Simpson.
REDUCED to $1,600/week.
Discount 2+weeks. JLHyland@
aol.com or 239-246-0946
Offseason Rental. 2 Bedroom
condo. Central to Bestor Plaza.
$600/Month utilities and cleaning included. Email: work@
brastedhouse.com or call Joyce
716-581-3903

Historic Point Chautauqua.
Charming 3BR-2Ba Cottage w/
lg deck and shed. Tennis court,
beach, playground. Dock available. $172,500. 330-714-3095,
330-877-9426

FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

Condo on Plaza. 1 Bedroom 2
Baths. Sleeps 4. Porch, W/D.
Weekly $1,900 252-288-4125,
716-680-5735

CHAUTAUQUA AREA REAL
ESTATE: Office - St.Elmo #101
Chautauqua, Ny 14722. 716357-3566. Toll Free 800-5075005. www.chautauquaarea.
com, care@chautauquaarea.
com

FOR RENT
LAST-MINUITE rental available, season or multiple weeks.
Two-bedroom cottage one mile
from the grounds. Wi-Fi, 1
queen and 1 Twin cot, A/C in
master bedroom, screened
back porch, garage, and invisible fence for your dogs. $550/
Week. Alice O’Grady
716.237.1114 or aogrady@hotmail.com

STORAGE

TRANSPORTATION
AIRPORT TRANSFERS. Pick
up and return. Lowest prices on
lake. Phone Greg 814-5986071

RENTALS

SERVICES
Brasted House Creative
Ideas. We will watch over your
Chautauqua home offseason
AND complete that honeydo
list. Email work@brastedhouse.
com or call Joyce 716-5813903.

FOR SALE

VACATION RENTALS

Everett console piano.
Excellent condition.
7167630624

H I LT O N H E A D , Sea Pines,
Beautiful Oceanside 3Bd/3Bth,
Carolina room and Den, Pool w/
waterfall, Designer furnished
cable/wi-fi. Weekly or monthly.
309-287-2367. 309-662-1156.
Janellac@aol.com

HOUSES FOR RENT

OFF-SEASON RENTAL

Weeks 4&5: Gorgeous
Lakefront home. 4+ Bedrooms,
all ammenities, on site parking.
$5,000/wk. 716-357-2695.
8lakechq@gmail.com

OFF SEASON: Modern
2Bed/2Bath w/garage Balcony
and large flat screen and
1Bed/1Bath. Circa 1991 on
Forest. Wi-Fi, cable, central
Location. 309-287-2367,
Janellac@aol.com or 309-6621156

HOUSES FOR SALE
B e m u s A re a : 4 B r / 2 B a . 15
Minutes from Chautauqua. 12
Acres. More Info: 716-397-8384
o r w w w. f o r s a l e b y o w n e r.
com/23947064. $199,998.

@chqdaily

SOUTH HUTCHISON Island
Florida: Amazing 11th floor
Penthouse, 2Bd/2Bth, 45 ft
W r a p - A r o u n d B a l c o n y,
Overlooking ocean and intrac o a s t a l , c a b l e / W F, W / D . 3
months minimum @ $6000.
9-12 months (January-March
taken) $1,300.00 monthly. 3092 8 7 - 2 3 6 7 . 3 0 9 - 6 6 2 - 11 5 6 .
Janellac@aol.com

TO ADVERTISE 716-357-6206
Chautauqua garden tour: Founders Glen
Editor’s Note: Each week,
in commemoration of the Bird,
Tree & Garden Club’s 100th anniversary, The Chautauquan
Daily will publish information
compiled by Chautauquan Joan
Smith highlighting a historic
garden on the grounds.
Founders Glen, in memory
of Chautauqua Institution
co-founders Lewis Miller of
Bishop John Heyl Vincent, is
located behind the Amphitheater along Bowman Avenue — the site of the first
Chautauqua meeting place,
where a pavilion tent had
been erected.
From 1940 to 1957, Mina
Miller Edison and Mildred
Anderson, through their untiring efforts with the Bird &
Tree Club, transformed the
grounds from their unkempt
condition to beautiful garden spots. By 1944 they were
managing 13 gardens, and
later added many more.
Mina’s dream began to
take shape in 1942 with the
overhaul of the area behind
the Amphitheater. By the
following year the old ice
cream concession had been
removed, with the boards
recycled to create a pleasant
seating area with walls and
a terraced floor. Landscaping included ferns, laurel
and rhododendrons on the
banks with old urns adding flowers. A wall fountain
featured a lion’s mouth. The
tablet rock was secured from
Panama Rocks.
In 1970, landscape lighting
was given by Mr. and Mrs.
George Cornell in honor
of her mother, Mrs. William Pierce, who first came
to Chautauqua in 1875. The
lighting was described as
shaded mushroom lights
with color painting.
on July 30, 1978, the Vesper
service used Founders Glen
for the Chautauqua Literary
and Scientific Circle’s 100th
anniversary celebration with
a plaque given in honor of

GREG FUNKA | STAFF Photographer

ABOVE: Founders Glen, located
behind the Amphitheater on
Bowman Avenue, is dedicated
to Chautauqua co-founders
Lewis Miller and John Heyl
Vincent. LEFT: A lion’s mouth,
placed among tablet rock from
Panama Rocks

Vincent. His surviving family
was in attendance. The plaque
reads “Bishop John Heyl Vincent founder the Chautauqua
Literary & Scientific Circle —
Oldest continuous book club
in America 1878–1978.”
In 1984, the Bird, Tree & Garden Club looked to established a memorial to board
member Jo Jubell, who cared
for Founders Glen for many
years. A new brick area near
Whitfield Avenue with a
planter seat bench was dedicated on Aug. 18, 1887.
In 1985, the terrace floor was
replaced with slate, the founders stones were moved and
a light pole was installed. A
plaque reads “Founders Glen:
Dedicated to the memory of
Lewis Miller, whose vision of
the Chautauqua Institution established and maintained free
scientific, religious, educational and cultural programs.”

»

on the grounds

Notice to Parents
Bicycle Safety Rules
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operation condition and
		shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling 		
		device, a rear reflector and a headlight. Operators under 14
		years of age must wear a NYS-required helmet.
2. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths
		reserved for pedestrian use.
3. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and
		prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph.
4. Bicyclists shall always give the right of way to pedestrians.
5. In accord with New York state law, bicyclists shall observe
		all traffic signs and signals (for example, stop signs, one-way
		streets)
Parents must ensure that their children ride responsibly — by
enforcing the rules and by setting a good example.
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Leaders assess changes at main cafe
john ford
Staff Writer

A year ago at this time,
Chautauqua was buzzing
with the news that the Institution had invested $1 million in two years to significantly enhance food service
on the grounds for visitors
and residents alike. With
much fanfare, the Brick Walk
Cafe took over the prime real
estate on Bestor Plaza formerly occupied by the Refectory, among many other previous tenants.
So, what effect did the
changes have?
A driving force behind the
initiative was George Murphy, Institution vice president
and chief marketing officer.
“In 2012 compared to
2011, we saw over 10,000
more customers in the Brick
Walk Cafe,” Murphy said.
“Revenue jumped by nearly
$200,000.”
Armed with data from extensive visitor surveys, Murphy reported that most Brick
Walk diners cited greatly
improved ambience and increased seating capacity as
plusses.
“Speed of service and menu
selection were rated as about
the same,” Murphy said, “so
we’re working on that.”
Rick Heald, the Athenaeum Hotel’s director of food
and beverage services, is one
of many working to deliver a
wider variety of menu choices
more quickly. Last season, his
first on the job, Heald told the
Daily his main focus would
be the new Brick Walk Cafe.
“For one thing, we’ve
added several more vegetarian options,” Heald said. “To
take better advantage of new
equipment purchased last
year, we are adding more
panini sandwiches. We also
hired a new kitchen manager to expedite the process of
moving food out of the kitchen and into the hands of the
customers.”

katie Mclean | Staff Photographer

Brittany Beckstrom, Athenaeum Hotel front desk manager, and
Carly Mitchell, recently appointed special events coordinator,
are excited to fulfill their new roles at the hotel.

Beckstrom, Mitchell
fill critical hotel posts
john ford
Staff Writer

Brian Smith | Staff Photographer

Purchasing manager Steve Lombardo, kitchen manager Cassie Simpson and Brick Walk Cafe manager
Christina Marsh pose inside the cafe’s Starbucks Gazebo on Tuesday. The cafe was extensively renovated
prior to the 2012 Season and in 2013 features an expanded selection of paninis, wraps and ice creams.

The new kitchen boss,
Cassie Simpson of Brocton,
N.Y., comes back to Chautauqua after several years running the kitchen staff in a
TGI Fridays restaurant in the
Phoenix area. Simpson also
played the saxophone on the
Amphitheater stage with her
high school band. “That was
back in the day,” she recalled
with a laugh.
In addition to Simpson,
Steve Lombardo of Jamestown, N.Y., was hired as purchasing manager. Lombardo
brings long local experience
in the retail food and grocery
business.
The cafe’s manager, Christina Marsh, is looking forward to greater progress this
year.
“Our four restaurant shift
managers are all returning
Brick Walk Cafe staffers,” she
said. “That continuity will
help us a lot. And I’m excited
about the new “grab and go”
procedures we’re implement-

ing to speed up food delivery. A brand new cooler will
help, too.”
The optimism prevailing
in the cafe was matched recently by significant outside
recognition. The western
New York business journal
Business First announced that
the Brick Walk Cafe and architects Foit-Albert Associates had been selected “Best
Restaurant” as part of the
2013 “Brick by Brick” awards.
“We’re proud to receive
this award,” said Bruce Stanton, Athenaeum Hotel general manager, “especially because the cafe only operates
for nine weeks during the
summer season. We’re going
to push hard for more success this year.”
Heald cited other changes
in store for this year.
“We’re building on our
experience with live music
from 2012,” he said. “Every
Wednesday this season, we’ll
have musicians on the back

deck from 6 to 8 p.m., moving
under cover if it rains. Out in
the Gazebo, we’ll offer Frappucino beverages by Starbucks to replace the generic
products we sold last year.”
Heald said other changes
are being implemented. “To
better enable us to deal with
the lunchtime crunch after
the Amphitheater morning
lectures, we’ve outsourced
the popular boxed lunches
offered around the Hall of
Philosophy and Alumni Hall
for people attending events in
those areas,” he said. “We’ve
arranged for the Stedman
Corners Cafe, already well
known on the grounds for
its quality coffee, to do the
boxed lunches for us.”
Murphy said distribution
of food service around the
grounds is just part of the ongoing effort to spruce up dining options at the Institution.
“We know this is an area
where we need to, and will,
improve,” he said.

Two of the Athenaeum
Hotel’s most visible positions will be filled in 2013
by newcomers with deep local roots. General Manager
Bruce Stanton announced
that Brittany Beckstrom
will be front desk manager and Carly Mitchell
will serve as special events
administrator. Beckstrom
comes to Chautauqua after
three years with Marriott
International in Savannah,
Ga. She is a graduate of
Southwestern High School
in Lakewood and State University of New York at Geneseo. She replaces longtime
front desk manager Mer-

»

rilee Harrington, who retired last year.
Mitchell brings extensive
Chautauqua experience to
her new position, having
previously worked for parts
of five seasons at the Institution. During that time she
worked at the President’s
Cottage, interviewing and
training staff and serving as
liaison with the Athenaeum
kitchen. She was also a dining room floor supervisor for
the hotel. For the past three
years Mitchell has worked
for FairPoint Communications in Westfield. She holds
a degree in communications
from Jamestown Community College. Mitchell replaces
Christine Hawkins, who is
relocating to Florida.

on the grounds

Scanning at the Amphitheater
Gate passes and single tickets are now scanned at the
Amphitheater for both morning lectures and evening performances.
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Space and Time

Sa
SATURDAY
JUNE 22

8:30 Chautauqua Fund Volunteer KickOff and Training. Athenaeum Hotel
9:30 Chabad Lubavitch Community
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman
Vilenkin. Kiddush to follow at 12:30.
Everett Jewish Life Center
5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy
6:00 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir
Rehearsal. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall
8:15 SPECIAL. Straight No Chaser.
Amphitheater

Su
SUNDAY
JUNE 23

•••

Chautauqua Literary Contests
begin. Entry forms available at
the Literary Arts Center at Alumni
Hall, CLSC Veranda and Smith
Memorial Library

•••

56th Annual Exhibition of
Contemporary Art opens. Through
July 15. Strohl Art Center/Main
Gallery

•••

“Abstraction in America, Part
III: Contemporary Abstraction”
opens. Through Aug. 19. Strohl Art
Center/Gallo Family Gallery

•••

“Wood: On and Off the Wall”
opens. Through Aug. 4. Strohl Art
Center/Bellowe Family Gallery

•••

•••

•••

•••

“An Object of Beauty: Metal/Fiber/
Glass” opens. Through July 18.
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center/Second
Floor Galleries
“City Scapes” opens. Through July
18. Fowler-Kellogg Art Center/Angela
Fowler Memorial Gallery
“Looking Forward Looking Back.”
opens. Through July 18. FowlerKellogg Art Center
Melvin Johnson Sculpture Garden
opens. Through Aug. 23.

Roxana Pop | Staff Photographer

Miller Bell Tower and Chautauqua Lake, seen from an unusual perspective. Daily photographer Roxana Pop snapped this photo while on assignment to document work on
the new rain garden between the Pier Building and Children’s Beach, aloft in the Institution’s “cherry picker.”

9:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of Christ

Chautauqua Institution.

9:30 Services in Denominational
Houses.

SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND
SERMON. “The Crown of God’s
Creation!” The Rev. Thomas Tewell,
Presbyterian minister, dir. of faithbased programs, Cousins Family
Foundation. Amphitheater

9:30 Unitarian Universalist Service.
Hall of Philosophy
9:30 Unity Service. Hall of Missions
9:30 Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers) Service. Octagon
Building

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of
the Good Shepherd

9:30 Christian Science Service.
Christian Science Chapel

8:30 Songs, Prayers, Communion &
Meditation. Hurlbut Church

10:00 (10–8) NASA exhibition. “Journey
to Tomorrow.” Miller Park

8:45 United Church of Christ Worship
Service. UCC Randell Chapel

10:15 Sunday School. Through Grade
6. Child care for infants. Children’s
School

9:00 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of
the Good Shepherd

10:45 OPENING THREE TAPS OF THE
GAVEL. Thomas Becker, president,

12:00 (12:00 until sold out) Chicken
Barbecue Dinner. (Programmed
by the Chautauqua Fire Department
Auxiliary.) Fee. Bestor Plaza
12:00 (12–3) Special Studies Meet and
Greet. Hultquist Porch
12:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
12:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy
2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 CONCERT. American Legion Band
of the Tonawandas, Post 264.
Amphitheater

(Programmed by the Writers’ Center.)
Jo McDougall, poetry; Philip
Gerard, prose. Alumni Hall Porch

2:30 Friends of the Theater Meet the
Company. Membership available at
the door. Smith Wilkes Hall

3:30 (3:30-5) Jewish Film Festival.
(Programmed by the Everett
Jewish Life Center.) “Yoo-Hoo, Mrs.
Goldberg,” Everett Jewish Life Center

3:00 (3-5) Opening Reception.
56th Annual Exhibition of
Contemporary Art. Strohl Art
Center/Main Gallery
3:00 (3–5) Opening Reception.
“Abstraction in America, Part III:
Contemporary Abstraction.” Strohl
Art Center/ Gallo Family Gallery
3:00 (3–5) Opening Reception. “Wood:
On and Off The Wall.” Strohl Art
Center/Bellowe Family Gallery
3:15 Film screening. “Journey of the
Universe.” Screening followed by
Q-and-A with producer Mary Evelyn
Tucker. Chautauqua Cinema. Fee
3:30 Poetry and Prose Reading.

4:00 Friends of the Theater Social and
Adopt Match. Membership available
at the door. Smith Wilkes Hall
4:00 (4–4:30) Blessing of the Animals.
Miller Park
4:00 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds.
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main
Gate Welcome Center
4:00 Walking Tour of Grounds. Fee.
(Purchase tickets at Main Gate
Welcome Center.) Leave from south
end of Main Gate Welcome Center
4:30 (4:30-5) Lemonade Social.
(Sponsored by the Chautauqua
Literary Arts Friends.) Alumni Hall
Porch
4:30 Pre-Vespers Service. Jane Ring,
pianist. Hall of Philosophy
4:30 Friends of the Theater. Adopters
Meet Adoptees. Smith Wilkes Hall

5:00 VESPERS. (Chaplain’s Journey of
Faith) The Rev. Thomas Tewell. Hall
of Philosophy
5:00 Open Mic. (Programmed by
Chautauqua Literary Arts Friends.)
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall
Ballroom
5:00 (5-6) Orientation Session for
first-time Chautauquans. Hultquist
Center
5:00 Massey Memorial Organ Public
Tour. Amphitheater choir loft
5:00 (5-8) Mah Jongg (Programmed by
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.)
Memberships available at the door.
Chautauqua Women’s Clubhouse
7:00 Palestine Park Program.
“A Journey Through Biblical Times.”
Palestine Park
7:00 Duplicate Bridge. (Programmed by
the Sports Club.) Sports Club
8:00 SACRED SONG SERVICE.  “Oh
Happy Day!” The Chautauqua Choir.
Amphitheater
9:30 Service of Compline. Chapel of the
Good Shepherd

