
“Chautauqua is a great place to experiment with your photography and develop as a photographer. 
Being in such a vibrant and rich environment, the possibilities to create portfolio-worthy images are 
everywhere.” 
	 	 	 	 	 —Abigail Fisher
					     Master’s student in photojournalism, Ohio University

2008 Chautauquan Daily photographer 

The Chautauquan Daily, official newspaper of Chautauqua 
Institution, is seeking photography interns for the 2012 summer 
season. The internship runs from June 12 to Aug. 24. The Daily is 
a 12–32 page broadsheet newspaper that is published six days 
per week for nine weeks. Publication dates are Monday through 
Saturday, June 23–Aug. 25. 

Four photographers will be hired. Photographers work six days 
each week. Assignments include morning and afternoon lectures 
(some well-known speakers ranging from senators to astronauts); 
evening performances (some well-known entertainers); operas 
and plays; shots requested by reporters; and a variety of feature 
assignments. Photographers are also strongly encouraged to 
explore Chautauqua and pursue projects that share the stories of the community.

The work of photographers goes well beyond the printed edition of The Chautauquan 
Daily. Slideshows are featured prominently on the Daily’s website and many 
photographs are submitted to the Chautauqua Institution Archives as a historical 
record of the summer program. Beginning in 2011, Daily photographers were also 
invited to enter their work in an exhibition at one the Institution’s art galleries. 

Candidates should have experience in Adobe Photoshop. Photographers are 
encouraged to provide their own digital equipment, though two cameras and lenses 
are available for the staff.

For more information, contact Matt Ewalt at 716-357-6434 or mewalt@ciweb.org.
To apply, send a resume, the names of at least three references and samples 
of your work to the e-mail above or to Matt Ewalt, Daily editor, PO Box 28, 
Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, NY 14722. 
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Eric LaskEr
Back this summer for another season as a 

cook in the large, versatile Athenaeum Ho-
tel kitchen, this 21-year-old Jamestown, N.Y., 
native is doing what he loves. But while his 
passion may be cooking, he also is a physics 
major at Colgate University who spent his 2011 
spring semester studying quantum physics at 
Australia’s University of Wollongong.

About a year ago, Lasker recalled, “I left the 
Athenaeum kitchen, helped out at my last Pres-
ident’s Cottage social event on Saturday and re-
sumed classes at Colgate two days later.”

That seems to be the course of his curiously 
bifurcated life. He studies physics by day but 
couldn’t stay out of the kitchen, taking a line 
cook job at the Colgate Inn a couple of eve-
nings a week. While in Australia, Lasker took 
an unpaid job at Sydney’s noted Quay Restau-
rant for a week “to keep my hand in,” he said.

Now, life could have delivered a solution 
in the form of molecular gastronomy. Ath-
enaeum chef Ross Warhol describes this new 
phenomenon as the study “of the physical and 
chemical processes that occur while cooking.” 
Warhol is an experienced proponent.

“(Molecular gastronomy is) cooking at the 
core level.,” Lasker said. “Heat, for example, 
either coagulates or uncoagulates protein. It’s 
fascinating to observe what heat does to eggs.”

Maybe molecular gastronomy also can 
point the way to Lasker’s future.

Mia stEvEns
This well-organized 19-year-old from Lakewood, 

N.Y., was an Athenaeum Hotel dining room hostess last 
summer, but this year, she is office manager at The Chau-
tauquan Daily.

She soon leaves for Cambridge, Mass., for her sopho-
more year at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
where she may very well be preparing for a career as an 
actual rocket scientist.

“I’ve always been fascinated by airplanes and flight in 
general,” Stevens said. “While I was still at Southwestern 
High School, I decided to aim for colleges which gave me a 
chance to pursue that career. MIT was my ‘reach’ school.”

While her other acceptances all offered generous schol-
arships, Stevens aimed high, aided by scholarship prize 
money she won with a high finish in the local Junior Miss 
pageant.

“If you don’t know what’s going on, it seems like an-
other beauty contest,” Stevens said. “But 40 percent of our 
scores were from our academic records and the personal 
interview.

“The rest of the score was made up of a talent perfor-
mance — I played violin for 10 years; athletic record — I 
was captain of the swim and dive team; and ‘poise’ exhib-
ited in floor-length gowns.”

Now, she’s on MIT’s swim team, looks out her dorm 
room window at the Charles River and may be headed 
for the stars.

But she’s probably not headed for metaphysics.
“I guess I am pretty scientifically inclined,” she said 

with a laugh. “A question makes no sense to me if there is 
no correct answer. Why even ask it?”

JaMEs and 
John hughEs

When asked a question, these 18-year-old 
fraternal twins from Lakewood unfailingly 
and politely sort out the response, never tram-
pling on each other’s words and always some-
how allowing a cogent reply from each. John, 
one minute older, is a sophomore chemical en-
gineering major at Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology. James is concentrating on economics 
and finance with a minor in entrepreneurship 
at the same school. They room together at 
school in a large suite.

This summer, they both work at the Refec-
tory, with James, the future financier, man-
ning the ice cream counter cash register and 
John scooping out ice cream.

“This is our first summer as employees at 
Chautauqua,” John said, “but our family often 
spent Christmas on the grounds, so it’s famil-
iar territory for us.”

Comfortable in their symbiosis, the twins 
regard the future with confident optimism, 
glad to have left high school with what James 
described as its “football mentality.”

John, tutoring high school classmates in 
AP chemistry, says he “felt excluded in high 
school because of my nerdy image.”

James added, “College life is a relief. People 
treat each other with respect.”

They may be scooping ice cream, making 
your change or serving up coffee at the Re-
fectory. Perhaps they take your bag with a 
smile as you arrive at the hotel. They may 

take a note for the newspaper, prepare part of your 
Athenaeum meal or sit astride one of the Institu-
tion’s big mowing machines.

They are some of the hundreds of young people 
who work on the grounds each summer, helping in 
often invisible ways to make your stay more memo-
rably pleasant. Here are some of their stories.

Story by John Ford | Photos by Demetrius Freeman

In Chautauqua, young summer employees find a place to hone skills and make some money as they shape their career paths

Movin’ on up
See page B2 for more profileS
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2 0 1 1Scenes from the 2011 Chautauqua Institution Season

Week One
Lecture Theme: 
Global Health and Development as 
Foreign Policy

Afternoon Theme: 
Maternal and Child Wellbeing: an 
Ethical and Humanitarian Imperative

Week Five
Lecture Theme: 
21st Century Women: The Road 
to Social and Economic Growth

Afternoon Theme: 
Women Transcending Boundaries

Week Three
Lecture Theme: 
American Intelligence: 
Technology, Espionage, 
and Alliances

Afternoon Theme: 
Spies for God

Week Two
Lecture Theme: 
Applied Ethics: Government and 
the Search for the Common Good 

Afternoon Theme: 
The Role of Religion in Engaging 
Citizens for the Common Good

Week Four
Lecture Theme: 
A Case for the Arts

Afternoon Theme: 
Art and Soul

Week Six 
Lecture Theme: 
Iran: From Ancient Persia to 
Middle East Powder Keg

Afternoon Theme: 
Religion in Iran: The Many faces

Week Seven 

Lecture Theme: 
The U.S. Economy: Beyond a Quick Fix

Afternoon Theme: 
The Heart and Soul of Money

Week eight
Lecture Theme: 
Sparking a Culture of 
Creativity and Innovation

Afternoon Theme: 
Human Creativity, the 
Spark of the Divine

Week Nine
Lecture Theme: 
The Path to the Civil War

Photos | Demetrius Freeman, Greg Funka, Ellie Haugsby, Eve Edelheit, Megan Tan 
Photo credits found on B2.
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